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PART  I. 
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ORIGINAL   COMMUNICATIONS. 


L 

Observations  on  the  Nature  and  Cause  of  certain  Accidents  *wkich 
sometimes  occur  in  Battle^  and  have  been  usually  ascribed  io  tk^ 
*«  Wind  of  a  Ball. "    By  Mr  Daniel  Etiis. 

'T^he  accidents  which  form  the  subject  of  the  present  conimuni- 

-^   cation  are  of  a  kind  so  singular,  and,  in  their  nature,  sp  re-« 

mote  from  common  experience,  tl^at  3ome  persons,  unable  to 

account  for  them  on  known  mechanioal  principles,  have  been  led 

altogedier  to  doubt  their  oc^urrenc^ ;  while  others,  who  admit 

their  existence,  have  resorted  to  explanations  which  appear  to  be 

irreconcileable  with  the  ordinary  operation  pf  mechanical  agents* 

With  respect  to  the  actual  occurrence  of  such  accidents,  the 

following  instances  are  related  in  so  circumstantial  a  manner, 

and  come  Recommended  by  such  respectable  autTiority,  that  it 

seems  infipossible  to  refuse  them  credit :  and  an  attempt,  there^ 

fore,  to  assimilacte  them  to  the  effects  produced  by  other  knowa 

agents,  and  to  assign  a  probj^ble  explanation  of  t^e  mode  in 

Wnich  they  m^y  be  occasioned,  will  not,  it  is  hoped,  be  deem^ 

^inacceptablc  to  tlie  readers  of  the  Medical  Journal'. 

vol.  VII r.  MO,  29.  A 


2  Mr  Ellis'5  Observations  on  Accidents  Janv 

**  There  is  a  singular  species  of  accident,  *'  says  Dr  Blane,  **  to 
which  engagements  at  sea  are  liable,  called,  perhaps  improperly, 
tke  wind  of  a  ball.  In  whatever  manner  it  is  accounted  for,  it 
is  a  fact,  that  a  p^rt  is  sometimes  severely  hurt,  and  even  life 
destroyed,  without  any  visible  external  injurv  or  breach  of  parts, 
or  any  appearance  of  the  body  from  whence  the  injury  proceeded. 
There  were  two  itistances,  io  the  hst  battle,  *  of  a  trail  passing 
dose  to  the  stomach,  and  producing  instant  death.  The  one 
was  a  lieutenant  of  the  Royal  Oak,  the  other  a  common  sailor 
of  the  Bedford.  A  man  in  another  ship,  in  consequence  of  a 
ball  passing  close  to  his  belly,  remained  without  sense  or  motion 
for  some  time,  and  a  large  livid  tumor  arose  on  the  part,  but  he 
recovered.  I  attended  a  man  at  the  hospital  at  Barbadoes,  who 
Iiad  the  buttons  of  his  trowsers  carried  off  by  a  cannon-ball, 
without  any  breach  in  the  skin.  The  pidfes  was  lived  and  swelled 
for  some  time  after :  he  suffered  exquisite  pain  from  strangury, 
which  seemed  to  proceed  from  a  paralysis  of  the  bladder ;  for 
he  voided  no  urine  without  a  catheter  for  nearly  three  months, 
after  which  time  he  recovered.  .  I  know  a  brave  young  oflficerf 
in  the  army,  who  had  his  epaulette  carried  off  by  a  cannon-ball 
at  Charlestown,  in  consequence  of  which,  the  Moulder  and  ad- 
jacent parts  of  the  neck  were  affected  for  some  time.  A  like 
accident  happened  to  a  marine  officer  in  one  of  the  late  engage- 
ments ;  but  in  neither  of  these  was  the  head  materially  affected, 
nor  is  it  so  apt  to  be  siSecied  in  this  way  as  the  stomach.  I  never 
knew  death  the  consequence  of  the  wind  of  a  ball  on  the  head  ; 
though  an  officer  |  in  the  Sultan,  at  the  battle  of  Grenada,  was 
so  stunned  by  a  shot  passing  close  to  his  temple,  as  to  be 
insensible  for  some  time,  but  he  recovered  entirely  in  a  few 
hours.  '* 

"  In  some  cases, ''  continues  Dr  Blane,  **  the  bones  sustained 
a  severe  injury  from  accidents  of  this  kind.  Two  instances  of 
it  have  come  to  my  knowledge :  the  one  was  an  officer,  who  fell 
down  during  an  engagement  widiout  any  obvious  cause.  Updn 
examination,  the  thi^  was  found  to  be  broken,  and  the  limb' 
was  two  inches  shorter,  which  seemed  to  proceed  from  the  bone 
being  pulverized,  as  it  were.  There  was  no  pain.  The  integu- 
ments were  not  in  the  least  injured  ;  so  that  this  appears  to  have 
been  what  is  caUed  the  "  wind  of  a  ball,"  but  what  ought,  more^ 
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properly,  perhaps,  to  bs  termed  the  hrmh  of  a  ball.  In  the  o- 
ther  instance,  two  of  the  false- ribs  were  fractured  and  dislo- 
cated, with  very  Ifltlfe  visible  affection  of  the  sKin,  th(»ugh  the 
dothes  were  torn.  This  accident  proVed  fatal.  "  Dr  filane 
^dds,  that  •*  ainimals  are  affected  by  these  accidents  as  well  as 
mxsti,  A  co^un  the  Dafce  was  killed  in  one  of  the  actions  in! 
April,  by  a  donble-heatded  shot  passing  close  to  the  small  of  her 
<)ack.  "* 

To  these  exampTes,  I  will  add  one  which  I  lately  met  with  \xi 
s  smati  provincial  work,  in  which  it  is  stated,  that^  "  during  the 
blockade  of  Pontefi-act  Castle,  in  the  year  1645,  by  the  Parlia- 
ment's army,  as  Sir  Thomas  Fairfa*  and  Colonel  Forbes  were 
standing  and  cohversing  together,  a  cannorf-shot  from  the  castle 
passed  betwixt  them^  the  mnd  of  which  cast  them  both  to  the 
gromid.  Colbnel  Forbes  lofet  one  eye  by  the  accident,  but  Sir 
Thomas  received  no  material  injnty.  "  f 

By  the  favour  of  a  friend,  who,  at  my  request,  obtaJned  the 
particnlars  from  an  officer  of  rank  in  the  East  India  CompanyV 
service,  I  am  enabled  to  communicate  the  foMowing  additional 
cases. — At  the  battle  of  RohUcitnd,  in  the  year  1774,  a  cannon- 
diot  passed  between  the  thighs  of  the  officer  who  commanded 
the  artillery,  and  occasioned  much  blackness  in  both  thighs,  bat 
without  producmg  any  breach  in  the  skin.  A  similar  occurrence 
took  place  in  the  year  178 1,  in  the  retreat  of  the  army  from  the 
Ghauts,  where  a  shot  passed  between  the  thighs  of  an  officer  of 
the  Bombay  establishment,  and  produced  effects  similar  to  those 
described  afcove.  Both  these  officers  are  still  living  in  England, 
and  have  risett  to  high  stations  in  the  army.  At  the  siege  of 
Bassain,  near  Bombay,  in  the  yea^  1780,  a  sepoy,  who  was 
placed  in  flie  trenches  to  look  out  for  shot,  was  too  late  in 
dipping;  artd  a  shot,  in  consequence,  knocked  off  his  turban  in- 
to the  trench  behind  him.  Tne  sepoy  jumped  down  to  pick  it 
up.  A  surgeon,  who  happened  to  be  near  the  spot,'  immediate- 
ly went  to  him  j  but  founds  on  examination,  that  the  head  was 
not  in  the  least  touched  by  the  balh  From  the  state  of  the 
pulse,  however,  the  surgeon  deemed  it  necessary  to  send  the  man 
to  the  hospital ;  and  though  no  ei^tcrnai  injury  could  be  dis- 
covered, the  wtaca  died  in  les^  than  48  hours  after  the  accident. 
The  officer  who  communicated  these  facts,  and  who  was  in  the 
frenches  at  the  time,  thinks  he  heard  it  said  that  the  surgeon,* 
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(Boyd),  examined  the  sepoy's  liead  after  death,  and  faand  an. 
effusion  of  blood. 

The  same  friend  has  informed  me  that  a  gentleman,  sow  re-, 
ftident  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  while  serving  as  an  officer 
in  the  trenches  at  the  siege  of  Bergen.-op- Zoom,  and  in  the  act 
of  stooping  to  assisl  a  soldier  who  had  fallen,  lost  instantu-, 
neously  the  sight  of  one  eye,  and  gradually  that,  of  the  other, 
in  consequence  of  a  cannon-ball  passing  across  his  face,  but 
without  touching  it,  and  lodging  in  the  opposite  .side  of  the 
trench. 

By  another  friend,  who  served  as  an  officer  at  the  siege  of 
Seringapatam,  I  have  been  informed  that  a  lieutenant  of  the  2d 
battalion  of  Bengal  Volunteers,  when  standing  in  the  trenches' 
b^ore  that  place,  was  struck  down    by  a  cannon-ball  passing 
close  to  his  thigh,  which  was  rendered  perfectly  black ;   but 
there  was  no  t)re8ch  of  the  external  skin,  nor  other  visible  sign 
of  injury.     In  another  instance,  a  ball  passed  dose  to  the  face 
of  anotlier  officer  of  tbe  same    batlalion,    which  .struck  him 
down,  and  caused  a  blackness  of  the  side  of  the  face ;  but  pn^ 
duced  no  other  sensible  injury.     The  same  gentleman,  however,, 
kptain  M.  of  the  Bengal  Native  Infantry,  while 
ly  with  Lord  Lake  in  the  west  of  Inuia,  lost 
yes  by  the  passage  of  .a  cannon- ball  across  his. 
ver,  inflicted  no  external  mark  of  injury.     To 
ly  bo  added  that  of  Colonel  M.,  of  the  Bengal 
the  siege  of  Seringapatam,  while  standing  in; 
'S,  and  looking  through  a  telescope,  at  the  ene- . 
!  distance  of  betweai  400  and  500  yards,  was 
n-ball,  which  broke  his  fgre-arnr,  and  passed^ 
but  without  touching  it.     His  arm  was  ampu-. 
tated  above  the  elbow,  and  nothing  unfavourable  occurred  in, 
the  operation.     He  died,  however,  in  a  few, days,  not,  as  was. 
conceived,  from  the  effects  of  the  injury  done  to  the  arm,  but 
from  the  "  wind  of  the  ball, "  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  sur- 
geon, acted  on  his  chest,  which  was  rendered  perfectly  black, 
although  the  external  skin  remained  quite  sound.  .  All  these  in- 
stances are  represented  to  have  created  much  discussion  amone 
the  medical  officers  of  the  Indian  army ;  and  were  general^ 
considered  by  tliem  to  be  produced  by  what  has  been  called 
the  "  wind  of  a  ball.  "  . 
'  I  have  been  anxious  to  collect  examples  of  these  accident* 
from  different  agd  distant  sources,  since  they  afford  the  l>est 
means  of  counteracting  that  incredulity  with  which,  I  know, 
ibRtmost  persons  Bre,.at.first,  di^osed  to  r^ard  tbemj  but^. 
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after  the  detail  which  has  now  been  given,  I  cannot  but  think, 

with  Dr  Blane,  that  the  facts,  which  establish  their  occurrence, 
"  dor  not  edmit  of  doubt. "  The  manntf-y  however,  in  which  the 
effects  are  jwoduced  is,  he  adds,  matter  of  conjecture ;  but,  per- 
haps, it  is  owing  to  the  compression  and  tremor  of  the  air,  in  con- 
sequence of  its  resistance  to  the  motion  of  the  ball.  From  the 
circumstance  of  the  bones  being  sometimes  broken,  mere  proxi'"' 
jhity^  according  to  him,  is  not  sufficient  to  produce  the  effect ; 
iJiere  must  be  some  sort  of  contact ;  and  perhaps,  he  adds,  it  is 
explicable  as  follows :  ^^  It  has  been  ascertained  that  all  balls 
and  bullets,  except  those  from  rifled  pieces,  have  a  rotatory  mo- 
tion in  their  fli^^t.  It  is  evident,  that  this  motion,  on  one  side 
of  the  ball,  will  coincide  with  the  direction  of  its  flight,  and  the 
other  will  be  in  the  opposite  direction.  Now,  if  the  latter  side 
should  come  in  contact  with  any  part  of  the  body,  it  is  conceiv- 
able that,  in  place  of  carrying  it  away,  it  would  roll  over  it,  as' 
it  were,  and  only  make  a  contusion.  "  * 

Granting,  however,  that  the  air,  on  these  occasions,  suffers 
compression  and  tremor,  or  that  the  ball  itself  acquires  a  rota-. 
tory  motion  in  its  flight,  yet  many  of  the  effects  described  by 
Dr  Blane,  cannot,  with  any  probability,  be  attributed  to  the 
operation  of  these  causes.  No  force,  for  example,  impressed 
upon  the  air,  nor  any  motion  communicated  to  a  ball,  can  enable 
these  agents,  in  a  mechanical  manner,  to  impair  vision,  paralyze 
the  bladder,  break  the  bones,  and  even  destroy  life,  without  in- 
flictingany  "  visible  external  injury,  or  breach  of  the  parts."  Some 
sort  of  contact,  indeed,  Dr  Biane  declares  to  be  necessary  j  but, 
surrounded  as  the  thigh- bone  is  with  integumental  and  muscular 
substance,  how  can  that  contact,  by  which  it  is  "  pulverized, " 
lake  place,  **  without  the  integuments  being  in  the  least  in- 
jured ? "  The  ordinary  effect  of  a  canon-ball,  when  it  strikes 
Ae  body  at  a  very  considerable  distance,  is  to  wound  and  muti- 
late it  in  a  greater  or  less  degree ;  but,  in  most  of  the  examples 
above  given,  although  the  distance  seldom  exceeded  a  few  hun- 
dred yards,  no  external  wound  was  made.  Even  spent  muskejt- 
balls,  when  incapable  of  hurting  the  bones,  oftei)  penetrate  tlie 
soft  parts,  and  pursue  extraordinary  courses  in  them,  in  conse- 
quence of  being  resisted  and  turned  aside  by  the  bones.  In  some 
of  the  cases,  however,  which  have  just  been  quoted,  the  bones 
alone  suffered ;  while  the  soft  parts,  which  enveloped  them, 
continued  sound.  These  facts,  in  common  with  many  others, 
^m  clearly  to  prove,  that  it  is  not  to  the  contact^  but  to  t)i^ 
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proximiit/f  of  ihe  ball,  that  the  violent  eii^U,  describi&d  above, 
are  truly  to  be  referred.  To  me,  indeed,  these  accidents  i^ 
pear  altogether  different  from  those  produced  by  the  operation  of 
ordinnry  mechanical  ageiit<«$  and  bear,  in  all  their  circumstancea, 
a  much  nearer  resemb'^uice  to  the  ef&cts  which,  in  many  cai^es, 
succeed  to  the  action  of  atmospherif  lUcincity.  In  support  of  thi# 
opinion,  I  beg  leaye  to  adduce  the  following  examples. 

A  man  was  suddenly  attacked  with  failure  of  sight,  and  a 
sense  of  fullness  and  uneasiness  in  the  stomach,  whicli  he  first 
fdt  after  being  .exppsed  to  a  flash  of  lightning ;  his  sight  gra- 
dually declined,  and,  although  no  alteration  occurred  in  the 
state  of  his  pulse  or  skin,  he  continued  to  grow  worse,  and  died 
qn  the  |itth  day.  On  opening  the  body,  aJl  the  viscerat  except; 
the  stomach,  were  apparently  sounds  but  that  organ  seemed  to 
be  in  a  mortified  state.  This  state,  it  is  added,  was  doubtless 
occasioned  by  (he  flash  of  lightning,  and  yet  no  mark  was  visi- 
ble on  the  (teguments  of  the  body,  through  which  the  electric 
inatter  must  have  passed.  *  The  loss  of  sense  and  motion,  and 
the  formation  of  hvid  marks,  which  have  been  ascribed  to  the 
•'  wind  of  a  ball, "  are  likewise  common  consequences  of  the 
operation  of  lightning.  In  one  fetal  case,  recorded  in  the  Phi- 
losophical Transactions,  the  electric  matter  entered  the  body 
under  the  left  ear,  and  passed  down  the  back,  which  it  rendered 
as  *'  black  as  ink. "  f  ^^  ^  second  instance,  sensation  and  circu- 
lation seemed  to  be  suspended  by  a  stroke  of  lightning,  and  it 
left  a  black  mark  on  the  thigh,  which  disappeared  in  a  few  days, 
and  sensation  also  returnied.  J  In  a  third  <;ase,  a  man  was 
struck  dead  by  lightning,  and  his  body  was  rendered  totally 
black :  his  clothes  were  torn,  but  no  particular  flesli  wound  was 
made.  0  The  circumstances  of  the  buttons  being  torn  from  the 
clothes,  and  the  epaulettes  carried  away  by  the  "  wind  of  a 
ball,  "  are  likewise  analogous  to  the  eflects  sometimes  produced 
by  liglitning;  for,  in  the  foregoing  casps,  the  metdhc  sub- 
stances, about  the  persons  st^ruck,  was,  in  some  instances  fused : 
in  others,  it  was  torn  from  the  clothes;  and  in  others  it  re- 
mained uninjured.  Lastly,  the  fracture  of  the  bpnes,  without 
injury  to  the  skin5  is  also  affected  by  the  agency  of  lightning; 
Thus  a  person  at  Troyes  was  killed  by  lightning,  and  nis  bone^ 
were  found  broken,  without  any  appearance  of  external  injury, 
Muschenbrbck  relates  a  similar  fact  that  came  within  his  owu 


♦  Simmons's  Med.  Facts,  vol.  viii. 

f  Phil.  Trans.  An.  1772,  p.  155. 

t  lb.  1773,  p.  234. 

g  lb.  1781,  p.  43. 


1812.  ascribed  to  the  ^«  Wind  of  a  Ball  ^  7 

knowledge.  During  a  tfa|inder-storm,  the  lightning  struck  a 
flbck  of  sheep,  which  were  all  instantly  killed,  and  their  bones 
broken  into  minute  pieces  and  dispersed  through  the  flesh,  with- 
out any  external  lesion.*  Extraordinary  as  these  facts  may 
«eem,  they  will  perhaps  appear  less  wonderful  to  those  who  have 
^experienced  a  smart  shotk  from  a  common  electrical  machine^ 
in  which,  although  no  effect  is  produced  on  the  skin,  a  momen- 
tary sensation  of  fracture  is  communicated  by  the  bones,  arising^ 
no  deubt,  from  their  imperfectly  conducting  power ;  while  the 
^ft  parts,  by  vieldinG:  a  ready  transit  to  the  subtile  matter,  im- 
I»rt  no  s4ch  filing. 

The  foregoing  facts  sufficiently  prore,  that  aH  tJie  peculiar 
•effects,  usually  ascribed  to  the  "  wind  of  a  ball,  *'  are  likewise 
occasioned  by  the  varied  operation  of  atmosph^ic  electricity ; 
for,  in  both  cases,  persons  are  suddei^y  struck  down  with  loss 
of  sense  and  motion,  vision  is  impaired  or  irreparably  injured, 
the  body  is  discoloured,  the  nerves  paralyzed,  the  bones  broken, 
and  even  life  destroyed,  **  without  any  visible  external  injury  or 
breach  of  parts,  or  any  appearance  of  the  body  from  whence  the 
injury  proceeded.**  The  fact,  also,  of  metallic  matter  being 
torn  from  the  clothes,  without  the  ball  having  actually  touched 
them,  is  a  circumstance  so  truly  electrical,  as  to  be  almost  of  it- 
sdf  sufficient  to  identify  the  nature  of  the  agents  by  which  such 
effects  are  produced.  Indeed,  it  may  be  safely  asserted,  that 
many  of  tJie  effects  above  mentioned,  both  in  their  nature  and 
in  the  mode  of  their  occurrence,  are  such  as  cannot  be  occa* 
sioned  by  any  ordinary  mechanical  agent ;  and  must  therefore 
be  attributed  to  the  operation  of  electricity,  or  <rf  some  subtile 
matter,  possessed  of  similar  powers.  Are  there  then  sufficient 
reasons  for  believing  that  electric,  or  other  similar  matter,  exists 
in  the  air,  and  may  be  accumulated  or  developed,  by  the  mo- 
don  of  a  <;annon-ball,  in  a  quantity  adequate  to  produce  the  ex- 
traordinary effects  ascribed  to  the  "  wind  of  a  ball  ?  " 

It  is  known  that  electric  matter  is  abundantly  diffused  through 
the  atmo^here,  and,  as  we  have  seen,  is  often  accumulated  in 
a  quantity  sufficient  to  produce  the  most  violent  ejects ;  but  it 
cannot,  I  think,  be  reasonably  maintained,  that  a  cannon-ball, 
in  its  flight  through  so  small  a  portion  of  air,  is  able,  by  fric- 
tion or  other  means,  to  collect,  from  this  source  alone,  electri- 
city sufficient  to  produce  the  accidents  ascribed  to  the  '*  wind  of 
a  ball." 

Besides,  however,  yielding  the  electricity  which  may  be  dif- 

f  ^^atMM$soii*9  Hist  of  Uie  Atmosphere,  toL  ii.  p.  909« 


•  Mr  Ellis'^  Observations  on  Accideni$  Jw^ 

fused  through  it,  many  facts  show  that  a  subtile  matter,  possess*  ' 
iDg  electrical  properties,  may  be  developed  from  the  air  by  the 
operations  of  chemical  action.     Chemists  have  amply  proved,  that 
all  permanently  elastic  fluids  owe  their  gaseous  form  to  the  pre-  . 
sence  of  caloric  jn  a  lattnt  state;  and  that,  when  the  elasticity  - 
of  the  gas  is  reduced  pr  overcome,  its  latent  caloric  is  more  or 
less  set  free.     The  oxygenous  portion  of  our  atmosphere  con- 
tains a  lar^  quantity  of  this  latent  heat,  and  when,  in  combus- 
tion or  other  chemical  operations,  this  gas  loses  its  elasticity, 
its  caloric  is  developed,  and  exhibited  in  a  sensible  state* 

But  this  subtile  or  calorific  matter,  which  oxygen  gas  is  thus 
capdbjie  of  affording,  may  be  made  to  exhibit  the  properties  of  the 
electric  fluid  ;  for  Dr  Wollaston  found  that  this  gas  contributed 
to  the  production  of  electricity,  by  entering  into  combination 
with  the  amalga(m  of  the  rubber  of  the  machine  j  and  that,  when 
the  machine  was  duly  insulated,  no  electricity  was  developed, 
either  if  the  oxygen  gas  was  withdrawn,  or  if  an  amalgam,  in- 
capable of  oxidation,  was  employed :  ? — facts  which  seem  clearly 
to  prove,  that  the  air  contains,  in  a  latent  state,  electric,  or  other 
similar  mattei: ;  and  that  it  yields  this  matter,  in  a  sensible  state, 
when,  in  these  instances,  it  enters  into  chemical  combination. 

Farther,  a  ^ubtife  matter,  resembling  in  its  properties  the  elec- 
tric fluid,  is  developed  from  the  air,  when  its  elasticity  is  redu- 
ced by  mechanical  meaps.  By  simply  doubling  the  ordinary  den- 
sity of  the  air,  Mr  Palton  found  that  calorrc  was  disengaged  suf- 
ficient to  raise  the  teiliperature  several  degrees ;  f  and  in  the 
greater  and  more  rapid  condensation  to  which  the  air  is  submit- 
ted in  an  air  gun^  a  flash  of  light  is  sometimes  visible,  as  Mr 
Fletcher  observed.  J  M.  Mollet  faither  remarked,  that  combus- 
tible substances  were  readily  inflamed  in  a  condensing  syringe,  by 
a  few  strokes  of  the  piston  ;  §  and  in  subsequent  experiments  of 
jij.  Biot,  oxygen  and  hydrogen  gases,  mingled  in  the  proportions 
proper  to  form  water,  afforded,  by  their  rapid  condensation, 
subtile  matter  sufficient  to  inflame  them,  in  the  same  manner, 
and  with  the  saitie  phenomena,  as  the  electric  spark  operates.  |[ 
Without  contending,  therefore,  for  Uie  absolute  identity  of  calo- 
ric and  the  electric  fluid,  these  facts  must  be  allowed  to  prove 
that  a  spbtile  matter,  exhibiting  the  appearances  and  possessing 
the  distinguishing  properties  of  that  fluid,  exists  in  gaseous  bo^* 

♦  Phil.  Trans.  1801,  p.  43,7. 

f  Manchester  Memoirs,  vol.  v. 

I  NIcholson*s  Journal,  vol.  x.'  p.  2S0. 

§  Philosophical  Magazine,  xiv.  p.  265. 

jl  Ilauy's  Tniite  tie  Phys.  tQifl^  ii.  p.  V.'>.'> 
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^les ;  and  that  it  may  he  developed  by  reducing  their  elasticity, 
whether  this  be  accomplished  by  chemical  or  mechanical  means. 
Is  it  then  probable  that  a  cannon-ball,  in  its  flight  through  the 
air,  acts  upon  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  develop  and  accumur 
late  a  quantity  of  this  subtile  matter  ? 

By  those  philosophers,  who  have  particularly  directed  their 
attention  to  the  motion  of  projectiles,  we  are  informed^  that 
clastic  fluids,  as  that  of  the  atmosphere,  do  not  quickly  All  up 
the  space  quitted  by  the  body  in  motion,  but  condense  more  and 
more  before  it  the  quicker  it  moves.  From  the  experiments  of 
Dr  Huiton,  it  appears,  that  a  cannon-ball,  of  aliout  two  inches 
in  diameter,  moving  with  the  velocity  of  1000  feet  per  second, 
encounters  a  r^istance  from  the  air  equal  to  350  ounces  ;  whilQ 
the  resistance  opposed  to  the  same  ball,  when  moving  with  a 
double  velocity,  is  equal  to  1569  ounces,  or  more  than  four 
times  as  great.  *  By  this  increasing  resistance,  and  consequent 
condensation  of  the  air,  its  latent  caloric  will  necessarily  be  de- 
veloped ;  and  as  this  subtile  matter  has  l)een  shown,  in  so  many 
of  its  properties,  to  resemble  the  electric  fluid,  it  may,  like  it,  be 
supposed  to  accumulate  in  the  ball,  and  be  carried  forward  with 
it,  either  till  the  velocity  of  the  ball  so  much  diminish  as  to  per- 
mit its  gradual  diffusion,  or  till,  like  the  electric  fluid,  it  be  sud- 
denly drawn  off*,  in  the  passage  of  the  ball,  by  some  less  highly- 
charged  conducting  substance.  In  the  latter  event,  it  may,  ac- 
cording to  its  intensity,  produce  those  accidents  already  related  $ 
aod  hence  the  effects,  usually  ascribed  to  the  icind  of  aball^  may 
be  considered  as,  in  their  nature,  truly  electncal,  and  as  really 
paused  by  the  agency  of  the  subtile  matter  developed  by  the  con-- 
densatioffi  ufihe  air  duiing  the  projectile's  rapid  motion. 

I  may  add,  that  those  who  have  witnessed  the  effects  of  the 
calori/Jc  matter*  developed  by  the  condensation  of  a  few  cubic 
inches  of  air,  in  a  common  syringe,  will  readily  conceive  wliat 
Boay  be  the  operation  of  a  24  pounder,  the  section  of  whose, 
grpat  circle  i^/tbout  25  square  inches,  and  which,  therefore,  in 
a  flight  of  300  yards,  or  about  point- blanc  ranges  must,  in  half  a 
second  of  time,  act  upon  and  displace  156  cubic  feet  of  air. 

But  this  accumulation  of  subtile  matter,  which  has  been  thus 
supposed  to  attend  the  rapid  motion  of  a  ball,  can,  in  consis- 
tency with  the  principles  above  stated,  occur  only  in  the  earlier 
period  of  its  flight ;  since  it  then  not  only  acts  on  a  greater 
quantity  of  air  in  a  shorter  time,  but  this  air,  by  its  greater  re- 
sistance thcn^  also  suffers  greater  condens  ition.     At  very  small 

•  Hutton's  PhU.  Diet,  vol  iL  p.  364^ 
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distances,  also,  it  is  prbbable  th«it,  although  the  imtial  velocity 
of  the  bail  be  so  great,  yet  no  considerable  accamulation  of  snt- 
tiie  matter  will  take  place,  because  sufficient  space  will  not  have 
been  traversed  to  enable  the  air  to  afford  it ;  while,  at  very 
l^reat  distances,  as  the  velocity  declines,  the  resistance  diHiinish-* 
€s,  and  ttie  air  will  then  no  longer  be  condensed  in  a  degree  suf- 
ficient to  yield  its  latent  calorific  matter.  It  is  possible  also  that, 
in*  a  very  moist  atmosphere,  no  great  accumulation  will  arise, 
because  the  conducting  and  dispersing  property  of  the  air,  may 
then  nearly  or  quite  equal  the  condensing  and  accumulating 
power  of  the  ball ;  while,  in  a  very  dry  atmosphere,  less  subtile 
matter  will  be  carried  oiF,  and  more,  therefore,  will  remain  in 
the  ball ;  and  these  considerations  may,  perhaps,  explain  the  ap- 
parent fact  of  the  more  frequent  occurrence  of  such  acciderts  in 
the  East  and  West  Inclief^,  than  in  Europe*  Lastly,  We  may 
add,  that  most  of  the  accidents,  ascribed  to  the  •*  wind  of  a 
ball,  '*  seem  to  cxcur  in  sea-engagements,  or  in  the  operation  of 
fsiegeF,  in  both  of  which  the  contending  parties  fight  often  yn\h^ 
m  potnt'lln^c  range,  and  the  ball  proceeds  nearly  in  a  horizontal 
rourse  ^  but,  in  land  battles,  from  the  greater- distance  at  which 
the  artillery  is  usually  served,  and  the  consequent  elevation  given 
to  the  piece,  the  ball  is  at  once  carried  out  of  the  horizontal  path^ 
aad  docs  not  again  come  near  its  object,  until  its  velocity  is  so 
ii3iicb  spent  as  to  disable  it  from  producing  on  the  air  those  e& 
feets  which  attend  its  more  rapid  motion. 

I  shall  conclude  by  observing,  that  the  (pinion  which  I  have 
thus  ventured  to  bring  forward,  respecting  tlve  electrical  nature 
of  the  effect  soiVietimes  produced  by  the  rapid  motion  of  a  ball^ 
might,  I  conceive,  without  difficulty,  be  submitted  to  actual  ex- 
periment ;  and  should  these  observations  fall  under  the  notice  of 
any  of  the  ingenious  and  scientific  persons  connected  with  the 
ordnance  department,  who  have  frequent  opportunities,  and  may 
desire  to  make  it,  to  such  persons  the  means  of  exeeution,  and 
the  precautions  required,  will,  after  what  has  been  stated,  rea- 
dily suggest  themselves. 

Edinburgh^  20/A  Novemher  1811. 


1812.  Dr  KeUie^s  Case  of  Jm^acticable  Laboui\  I  i 


ir. 

fSstort^  ef  a  Case  4)/  Impraetkahk  Labour^  in  which  the  Ceesareetn 
Operation  "xas  performed.     By  George  Kellie,  M.D* 

T  ATE  on  Wednesday  evening,  the  8d  of  July  181 1,  I  was  re- 
-^-^  quested  by  Mrs  McLaren,  midwife  in  Leitn,  to  visit  Mrs  M. 
who  nad  been  in  labour  under  her  care  since  an  early  hour  of  die 
same  morning. 

She  informed  me  that  the  waters  had  come  ofT  at  the  com- 
mencement of  labour ;  that  although  the  pains  had  continued 
with  great  regularity  and  smartness,  she  was  not  sensible  that  the 
presenting  part,  which  she  believed  to  be  the  breech,  had  made  any 
progre^ ;  and  that,  having  reason  to  suspect  an  uncommon  nar- 
rowness of  the  pelvis,  she  had  judged  my  assistance  necessary. 

On  examination,  I  found  the  outlet  of  the  pelvis,  though  di- 
minished, sufficiently  open  to  admit  the  introduction  of  my  hand, 
which  immediately  encountered  a  round  and  resisting  tumor, 
which,  for  a  moment,  imposed  upon  me  for  the  head  of  the 
ehikl,  advanced  within  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  but  which  I  soon 
discovered  to  be  the  preternatural  projection  of  the  sacrum  and 
lumbar  vertebrae.  Coursing  my  fingers  beyond  this,  I,  with 
considerable  difficulty,  was  enabled  to  reach  tne  os  uteri  towards 
the  left  side,  and  to  feel  with  the  point  of  one  finger  the  present- 
ing part  of  the  child,  which  I  concluded  to  be  one  of  tne  hips, 
above  the  brim  of  the  pelvis.  Passing  then  my  finger  in  the  di- 
rection between  the  acetabulum  and  the  pnyection  of  the  sacrum, 
I  found  the  space  so  much  confined,  that,  according  to  my  judg- 
ment, it  could  little,  if  at  all,  exceed  two  inches :  on  the  riglit 
side  it  seemed  even  less  than  this  measurement;  and  pressing  my 
finger  forward  towards  the  pubes,  I  found  that  it  could  barely  be 
admitted  into  a  space  at  the  symphysis,  formed  by  the  approxi- 
mation of  the  two  bones. 

On  inquiring  into  the  previous  history  of  this  unfortunate  wo- 
man, I  learned  the  following  particulars  from  herself,  and  Mrs 
M*Laren  who  had  attended  lier  on  former  occasions.  Her  age  is 
twenty  seven  years.  She  has  been  married  ten  years,  and  has 
borne  four  living  children,  the  last  a  little  more  than  three  years 
ago.  Between  five  and  six  years  back,  being  pregnant  of  her 
third  child,  and  indeed  for  some  time  previous  to  this,  she  suf- 
fered much  from  what  was  deemed  a  rheumatism  of  the  loins  and 
hips ;  she  walked  with  pain,  and  her  ^ait  was  lame  and  unsteady. 


12  .  Di*  Kellie'i  Case  of  Impracticable  Lahotir*  'Jan* 

She  went,  however,  her  full  time,  and  had  an  easy  and  nataral 
lab'^ur ;  but  after  recovery,  her  lameness  became  so  great,  that 
fihe  could  hardly  put  a  foot  to  thS  ground. 

Early  in  May  1808,  she  was  again  delivered  by  Mrs  M*Laren 
%^  a  living  child,'i^fufr  a  labour  wnich,  though  natural,  was  more, 
severe  '^nd  fvotracted  than  Ubual :  And  the  observations  madie  by 
Mrs  McLaren  on  this  occasion,  led  her  to  conclude  that  the  pel- 
vic had  already  become  somewhat  mishapen,  and  to  dread  more 
fijrmidable  difficulties  in  the  event  of  a  future  labour.  From  this 
tirno  to  the  present,  or  for  upwards  of  three  years,  Mrs  M.  has 
b^tn  confined  entirely  to  bed,  unable  even  to  turn  herself  from 
one  side  t'»  anoher,  or  to  raise  herself  from  her  pillow  without  be- 
kiy  asi-isted  Her  lower  extremities  have  for  some  time  been 
quite  paralytic.  She  is  greatly  emaciated,  and  her  general  health 
is  much  impaired  by  continued  suffering,  and  inevitable  confine- 
ment to  bed.  Yet,  in  this  deplorable  condition,  she  again  became 
pregnant,  and  witJbout  accidents  she  has  attained  her  full  time* 
At  this  my  first  visit,  the  labour-pains  had  considerably  relaxed ; 
they  were  feeble,  and  the  intervals  of  ease  long ;  she  was  neither- 
much  heated  nor  fatigued,  and  her  pulse,  which  did  not  exceed  a 
hundred,  tolerably  good.  The  opinion  I  then  gave  to  the  midwifa 
was,  that  the  d^ormity  of  the  pelvis  was  so  great,  that  natural, 
and  unassisted  labour  wa$  utterly  impossible  ;  that  it  was  even 
doubtful  if  the  child  could  by  any  means  be  extracted  per  vias 
tiaturaless  that,  as  yet,  however,  the  os  uteii  was  but  partially 
dilated,  Uie  presenting  part  still  high  abofe  the  brim  of  the  pel- 
vis, and  barely  cognizable  $  and  that,  as  the  patient  ^emed  Uttle 
fatigued  or  exhausted,  it  was  most  adrtseable  to  wait  a  little,  till, 
by  a  continuance  of  more  effectual  labour,  the  os  uteri  should  be- 
come wider  and  more  yielding,  and  the  presentation  should  come 
more  within  reach,  when,  if  practicable,  I  might  endeavour  to 
deliver  her  by  the  crotchet  Meanwhile,  I  recommended  that 
the  patient's  strength  should  be  economized  and  supported  by 
some  light  nourishment,  by  a  soothing  and  encouraging  deport- 
ment, and  by  a  free  ventilation  of  her  small  apartment.  The  blad- 
der and  rectum  had  been  lately  emptied.  1  left  her,  therefore, 
for  the  present,  requesting  the  midwife  to  CftU  me  whenever  she 
should  deem  it  necessary,  or  when,  from  the  state  of  the  labour, 
she  should  think  my  assistance  could  be  useful,  consistently  with 
the  opinion  given  of  the  case. 

When  1  called  next  morning,  I  learned  that,  with  occasional 
intervals  of  ease,  the  labour  pains  had  been  regular,  frequent, 
and  urgent.  Yet,  on  examination,  so  far  from  nnding  that  any 
advantage  had  been  gained,  or  progress  made,  since  I  had  le^ 
her,  I  could  not  now  bring  my  finger  to  touch  flnjr  presenting 
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part,  aiMl'I  was  owre  convinJced  ihat  the  deforraity  was  suc!i  a* 
lb  render  delivery  by  the  pelvis  impracticiible.  The  patient  was 
now  hot,  thirsty,  ami  resriess;.her  pulse  was  beating  120,  and 
ihe  was  complaining  of  fatigue,  wirh  sick.i^ss  and  vomiting.  Re- 
sides Mrs  McLaren,  originally  in  attendance,  I  found  in  the  room 
Mrs  Craig,  another  intelligent  and  respeotible  midwife;  and  I 
ei^pUined  to  them,  and  to  the  husband, '  the  view  I  entertained 
of  th^  sCate-and  event  of  this  most  distressing '.C!*se ;  all  the!cir- 
cuimtances  of.  which  oppof^ed  the  possibility  of  delivery  by  nny 
other  means  than  the  Ceesarean  section,  by  which  imleetl,  iRJ 
cl)ild,.if  yet  alive,  miglit  be  saved,  though  there  seeme  1  m>  l«ke- 
li&ood  of  the  woman  surviving  an  operation  which  hatl  hitherto 
proved  in  this  country  so  fatal  in  its  issue,  even  whe^i  performed 
under  far  more  auspicious  signs.  8tilK  how/^ver,  it  aff  )rde  I  the 
only  ciiahce' which  she  had ;  and  undelivered,  both  mother  and 
child  mustjnisvitably  perish* 

With  this  view  of  the  caseJbefore  them,  I  begged  them  to  de- 
liberate with  the  patient's  friends,  and  then  to  state  the  circum- 
stances to  herself;  and  if  the  chances  held  out  by  the  operationr 
were  accepted,  to  add,  that  I  should  provide  myself  with  the  ne- 
cessary assistance,  and  be  ready  to  ))erform  it ;  or,  if  farther  opi- 
nion, advice^  or  consultation  was  desired,  that  it  might  be  had 
without  loss  of  time.  -  . 

The  result  wa^  that  the  patient  and  her  friends,  towards  even- 

^  became  willing  to  submit  to  any  measuups,  however  doubt- 
,  which  afforded  a  chance  of  saving  one  or  both  lives.  As  was. 
desired  by  thexn,  Dr  Thomas- Anderson  now  very  obligingly  vi-^ 
sited  her  along  with  me^  and  after  a  delib^trate  ^xaminatii^i-de-i' 
dared  his. opinion  also  to  be,  that  delivery^  per^vias  haturaleSf' 
was  impracticable.  * 

With^an  affecting  resignatioif  on  tiie  pdrt  of  the'p^ient  and  her 
friends,  t}ie  operation  was  ni^w  fully  agreed  to ;  and  between  nine- 
lin^ten  o£t}ie  evening,  »a«isi%ted  by  Drs  Thomas  and  Charles  An- 
derscm,  Charles  and' o^in  Che3me,  I  proceeded  to  perfbrftj  it. 

The  line  of  tUQ^sion  wa^  (fi\  the  edge  of  the  left  rectus  'muscle,, 
extefidifl^  irom  two  inches  and  a  half  above  the  liavel,  to  four, 
below  it    Th&i0t^ument8  bdng  thus  divided  to  the  extent  of  six 
inches  an^  a.half,  I  opened  the  peritonaeum  ^t  the  upper  extremi- 
tj^  of  ^e* incision,  andby  meuns  of  a  probe*poin ted. bistoury, 
guarded,  by  niy  finger,  slit  this  membrane  open  to  the  same  ex- 
tent: in  tpe  sa^Q  manner  I  divided  the  uterus,  and  then  with 
my  fingers  ruptured  the  membranes.     The  bhoulders  and  neck  of  i 
toe  child  'wef e  expQ3ed,  and  an  elbow  and  arm  immediately  pro- 
truded;  the  preseiiillition  towards  the  pelvis  was  the  breech.     !• 
extracted  the  child>  after  liberating  the  head  from  the  upper  pare. 
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of  the  uterns;  and  to  my  great  satisfaction,  the  infant,  a  boy  of 
full  size,  was  born  alive.  The  placenta  was  instantly  and  easily 
delivered  J  the  uterus  contracted  vigorously  round  my  hand ;  ara 
no  haemorrhage  occurred  during  the  whole  operation,  either  tor 
embarrass  me,  or  to  affect  the  patient.  The  only  embarrassing^ 
occurrence  was  a  considerable  protrusion  of  the  intestines,  which 
immediately  followed  the  subsid^ice  of  the  womb  ;-*-and  we  re- 
marked that  these  were  already  affected  with  inflammation. 

Nothing  else  opposed  for  a  moment  the  necessary  dressings/ 
The  integuments  were  soon,  however,  united  by  the  interrupted 
suture,  and  farther  secured  in  apposition  with  straps  of  adhesive 
plaster.  Compresses  and  bandage  were  then  applied,  so  as  firm«« 
fy  and  equally  to  compress  and  sustain  the  parietes  of  the  abdo^ 
men. 

The  patient  sustained  the  operation  with  great  fortitude.  Nor 
did  she,  after  it,  appear  more  remarkably  low  and  fetigued  tbanr 
before.  Her  pulse  was  tolerably  firm,  and  did  not  exceed  120, 
The  stomach  however  was  more  affected  with  severe  efforts  to 
Tomit,  so  frequently  renewed,  that  nothing  for  a  while  cotrid  be^ 
brought  to  remain.  An  opiate  adminisfered  by  the  mouth  he* 
ing  also  rejected,  three  grains  of  opiam  were  pushed  up  the' 
rectum :  and  in  no  long  time  the  stomach  became  nK>re  settled. 
When  I  left  her  about  midnight,  she  had  retained  several  spoon- 
fuls of  panada,  and  seemed  tolerably  easy  and  comfyosed. 

The  child  who  some  time  after  his  birth  appeared  rather  low, 
and  somewhat  oppressed  in  his  breathing,  was  by  this  time  re«* 
covered,  and  dressed.  He  had  purged^  and  passed  urine ;  and 
when  I  took  my  leave^  he  wa»  sucking  very  heartily^  a  neighbour 
who  had  been  delivered  a  fortnight  ago  having  profi!?red  him  her 
breast. 

5th  tftdt/j  9  A.  M. — She  has  had  some  quiet  sleep,  and  has 
upon  the  whole  been  much  easier  and  composed:  than  was  ex- 
pected. The  stomach  has  given  her  less  disturbance ;  and  she- 
has  taken  and  retained  a  cup  of  tea  and  a  piece  of  toasted  bread 
for  breakfast.  She  has  urined  once ;  and  there  is  some  appear* 
ance  of  lochial  discharge  per  vaginam.  She  is  perfectly  colnpos-' 
ed,  and  says  she  has  suffered  nothing  but  a  few  occasional  pains,- 
which  she  considered  as  after-pains.  She  complains  of  nausea,- 
and  thirst,  which  she  is  afraid  to  indulge  on  account  of  the  dis- 
position  to  retching.  The  skin  does  noi  feel  very  hot,  nor  is  the 
tongue  arid  or  foul ;  but  her  cheeks  have  a  flushed  and  hectic 
circumscription,  and  the  pulse  is  sharp,  and  about  130. 

With  regard  to  the  child,  I  learnt  that  his  breathing  had  become 
more  oppressed ;  that  he  seemed  low  and  sick,  and  had  lately  re-' 
fused  the  breast.     I  found  hin\.fnr  from  well ;  iind  as  he  had  no^ 
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again  pnrged,  and  by  his  manner  of  crjing  seemed  pained  in  lus 
bowels,  the  midwife  had  just  given  him  »  carminative  injectioa* 
I  ordered  his  beHy  to  be  fomented,  and  that  a  tea- spoonful  of 
castor-oil  should  be  given.  VZ  o'clock. — When  I  called  at  noon, 
I  found  Mrs  M.  considerably  worse  tlian  in  the  morning.  ;She 
was  vomitinsr  almost  incessantly,  and  her  stomach  couki  retain 
nothing.  The  puke  was  not  more  frequent,  but  feebler  than  in 
the  morning.  She  complained  of  faiutness  and  languor,  but  n<5t 
of  pain.  Neither  did  the  belly  feel  more  tense,  and  gentle  pres- 
sore  on  the  abdomen  occasioned  her  no  distress.  I  prescribed  a 
mixture  of  cinnamon  water,  with  spl.  ammonia  and  laudanum, 
to  be  given  in  dose&  of  a  spoonful  evei  y  hour  till  son^  relief  w^ 
obtained. 

The  child  too  seemed  now  in  great  danger.  He  was  low  anil 
uneasy ;  his  breathing  continued  oppressed,  and  ne  had  ^ufferciS 
two  or  three  convulsive  fits. 

2  P.  M. — The  child  expired  about  half  an  hour  a^^o.  Tiic 
naother  seems  sinking  &st.  Her  stomach  continues  to  reject 
every  thing  swallowed.  She  is  perfectly  cahn  aud  sensible. 
The  features  however  are  more  collapsed,  the  countenance  is 
anxious,  and  the  pulse  is  more  frequent  and  more  feeble  5  bat 
she  com}dains  not  of  pain.  The  face  and  hands  are  bedewed 
with  a  clammy  sweat ;  she  is  restless,  and  likes  to  have  her  pos- 
ture changed.  Her  head  is  at  present  raised  and  reclining  on 
d&e  breast  of  an  attendant,  and  she  tries  to  assist  in  supporting 
herself  with  one  hand.  The  picture  of  approaching  dissolution 
need  not  here  be  dw^  upon.  She  expired  a  little  after  5  o'dock 
this  evening. 

Bhsection, — The  abdomen  trppearcd  swoSen  and  tense,  but  not 
diiNX>lonred.  The  sides  of  the  wound  were  in  exact  appositioity 
ttid  externally  no  discharge  or  exudation  could  be  perceived.  In- 
fernally, there  was  a  small  circumscribed  ef&ision  of  coagulated 
lynq)h  and  bfood  between  the  peritonaeum  and  subjacent  bowels* 
immediately  under  and  around  the  external  incision.  The  intes- 
tines were  vascular,  and  pretty  generally  reii  and  suffused  from 
inflammation.  There  was  a  trifling  effusion  of  bloody  seiiim  ia- 
♦0  Ae  abdominal  cavit}^  The  uterus  did  not  seem  larger  lixam 
what  is  natural  at  the  same  period  after  delivery.  The  sides  of 
the  incision  were  tumid,  livid,  and  not  in  contact,  but  separated 
for  half  an  inch.  Its  cavity  contained  no  coagulum  The  deci- 
dua  was  livid,  easily  rubbed  off,  and,  with  the  lochia,  cxtremcSy 
fetid.  But  the  most  interesting  object  of  this  dissection  was  lot 
secure  the  pelvis,  and  to  ascertain  the  nature  aqd  extent  of  thii? 
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defotmity  ivhich  had  opposed  delivery  by  the  natural  passage^ 
and  authorized  the  section  of  tht  womb. 

Drsciiption  of  the  Pelvis. — The  last  lumbar  vertebra,  and  the 
upper  portion  or  body  of  the  sacrum,  are  protruded  forwards  and 
downwards  into  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis ;  and  a  part  even  of  the 
fourth  lumbar  vertebra  has  fallen  below  the  plane  of  the  brim. 
The  alai  of  the  ilia  are  folded  or  bent  in  such  a  way  that  each 
bone  has  the  appearance  of  being  formed  of  two  planes  meeting 
at  right  angles :  The  inferior  planes,  or  portions  of  the  bones, 
with  the  acetabula,  fall  inwards  upon  the  pelvis :  And  immediatdy 
over  the  thyroidal  foramina,  the  bodies  of  the  ossa  pubis  are  dis* 
solved  or  fractured,  and  bent  in  such  way  that  the  iliac  portions' 
are  also  carried  inwards  with  the  ossa  ilii  upon  the  cavity  of  the 
pelvis,  while  the  symphy^sis  pubis  is  made  to  project  outwards  by 
the  parallel  approximation  of  the  anterior  halves  of  the  boiies* 
Thus,  by  the  projection  of  the  two  lower  lumbar  vertebrae  and 
sacrum,  by  the  folding  of  the  ossa  ilii,  and  the  fracture  of  the 
ossa  pubis,  the  brim  of  the  pelvis  has  become  remarkably  distort- 
ed, and  lessened  in  all  its  dimensions. 

On  the  left  side,  the  greatest  linear  distance  between  the  ilium 
and  spine  is  just  one  inch  and  two-tenths,  stretching  from  above 
the  acetabulum  to  the  lower  part  of  the  fourth  lumbar  vertebra  ; 
and  on  the  right  side,  the  space  does  not  exceed  eight>tenth6  of 
an  inch.  A  Une  drawn  across  the  fractured  parts  of  the  ossa 
pubis,  exactly  over  the  thyroidal  foramina,  measures  eight- tenths 
of  an  inch,  and  marks  the  approximation  of  the  bodies  of  the  two 
bones :  And  the  distance  between  the  middle  of  this  line  and  the 
lumbar  vertebra,  which  lies  immediately  behind  it,  is  just  one  inch 
and  two-tenths. 

The  largest  transverse  diameters  of  this  pdvis  are  lines  extend* 
ing  from  the  fractures  of  the  pubes  to  the  opposite  saero-iliac 
symphyses ;  and  are  found  to  be  on  the  right  side  four  inches^ 
and  on  the  left  four  inches  and  two-tenths  of  an  inch* 

The  distortion  of  the  outlet  of  the  pelvis  is  no  less  remarkaUe 
than  that  of  the  brim,  though  its  dimensions  are  not  so  confined* 
The  rami  of  the  pubes  and  ischia  have  been  softened  and 
thinned  by  absorption  of  osseous  matter,  and  are  much  bent  and 
dij^torted.  The  sacrum  appears  doubled  upon  itself,  the  lower 
half  being  suddenly  inflecteid  upwards,  so  that,  with  the  coccyx, 
it  fairly  enters  the  pelvis,  and  becomes  almost  parallel  to  the  su- 
perior part  of  the  sacrum,  at  its  junction  with  the  inferior  lumbar 
vertebra.  The  point  of  the  coccyx  is  indeed  exactly  opposite 
to  the  cartilsge  which  inter-articulates  the  sacrum  ^nd  la^t  ver-^ 
tebra  of  the  loins;  and  the  linear  distance  between  the- coccy- 
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gid  extremity ;  and  this  itYter-articulair  cartili^  to  which  it  if 
opposed,  is  somewhat  less  than  an  inch. 

A  line  drawn  from  the  point  of  the  coccyx  to  the  symphysis 
pubis  measures  exacdy  three  inches  and  four-tenths;  but  if  car^ 
ried  no  &rtker  than  tne  line  stretching  from  the  fracture  of  the 
pobes  of  one  side  to  that  of  the  other,  and  which  line  in  truth 
completes  the  brim  of  the  ccmtracted  pelvis,  it  does  not  exceed 
the  leneth  of  two  inches  two-tenths.  From  the  spinous  process 
of  the  ischium  of  the  right  side  to  the  point  of  the  coccyx,  the 
distance  is  two  inches ;  and  from  the  spinous  process  of  the  left 
ischium,  to  the  same  point,  just  one  inch.  The  space  between' 
the  tubcarosities  of  the  ibchia  is  two  inches  seven- tenths;-  and  be* 
tweeathe  spinous  processes  three  inches  three- tenths. 

The  bones  in  geMral,  and  more  espccially^he  alse  ilii,  the  ossft 
mfais,  and  the  rami  of  the  ischia,  were  rough  and  somewhat  flexi* 
ble;  and  thedifierent  pieces  of  which  the  pelvis  is  composed  were 
loosely  articufaited,  and  tb  a  certain  extent  moveable  on  each  o^ 
ther.  With  the  assistance  of  the  annexed  engravings  and  diagram^ 
the  description  of  the  pelvis,  and  all  ks  peculiarities,  cannot  be 
misunderstood.  The  original  I  have  placed  in  the  collection  of 
Dr  James  Hamilton,  the  distinguished  professor  of  midwifery 
i^  this  xukiversity. 

I  have  few  observations  to  add  to  this  melancholy  detail  One 
woman  only  has  in  this  country  had  the  good  fortune  to  survive 
(he  Csesarean  operation,  and  yet  we  have  hiatorie?  of  eighteen 
esses  where  the  operation,  (by  which  indeed  ten  children  have 
be^  saved)  has  been  performed  in  Great  Britain.  It  is  an  oper*- 
ttion,  tha:^dbre,  not  of  choice,  but  of  the  greatest  necessity,  ta 
which  we  always  resort  writh  the  most  painful  reluctance;  an  oper-' 
stion  whidi  we  never  can  bring  ourselves  to  think  oi^  witnout 
i  Aorough  conviction,  that,  uzuiess  risked,  two  Uves  must  iiievit- 
sUybelost,  while,  by  means  of  it,  there  is  a  possibility  that  both 
may  be  saved,  afxi  a  very  great  probability  that  one  snail  be  res- 
owl  from  destmction.  I  think  it  best  to  slate  our  own  expe- 
rience of  the  fetal  tendency  of  this  operation  to  the  mother,  aU 
though  I  am  not  ignorant,  that  on  the  continent  many  are  said  to 
have  survived  it,  «id  that  of  25 1  ca^s  of  this  0{>erai  ion,  to  be  found 
in  the  records  of  medicine,  1^9  have  been  stated  to  have  proved 
^QOcessfeL  Id  estimating  the  hazard  of  the  case,  we  must  not, 
however,  confide  in  this  great  prc^>ortion  of  recoveries.  The  in*-, 
kerent  daggers  of  the  operation  must  always  be  greatly  heighten* 
«d  by  the^rcumstances  which  have  rendered  it  necessary ;  and 
ihe  delayand  reluctance  of  British  accoucheurs,  though  it  may 
scooont  in  some  degree  ibr  their  want  ol  success,  have  perhapa 
Wn  upon  the  whole  less  cestructive  than  the  rashness  and  res©- 
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lution  of  those  of  other  countries.  The  surgeon  of  the  village  of 
Attichi,  near  Compeigne,  quoted  by  Baudeloque,  had  no  great 
cause  to  glory  in  the  recovery  of  a  woman  on  whom  he  had  per- 
formed the  operation,  when,  in  a  subsequent  labour,  she  had  a 
very  natural  delivery.  And  when  we  read  of  a  woman  laid  upon 
the  table  in  fearful  expectation  of  this  horrid  operation,  expelling 
her  child  by  the  natural  pains,  while  the  surgeons  were  preparing 
for  cutting  up  the  womb,  we  are  tolerably  well  assured,  that 
some  of  these  successful  operations  were  cruel  and  unnecessary. 
The  necessity  of  the  Ceesarean  operation  implies  such  a  deformity 
of  the  pelvis,  as  must  render  delivery  through  it  physically  im- 
possible ;  the  deformity  is  very  commonly  the  consequence  of  a 
formidable  and  incurable  disease,  mollities  ossinm ;  and  as  it  is 
not  possible  during  life  to  determine  with  perfect  accuracy  the 
amount  of  this  deformity,  the  operation  has  in  this  country  gene- 
rally, and  upon  the  whole  prudentlvj  been  delayed,  till,  by  the 
continued,  and  unavailing  eflForts  of  nature,  the  impracticability 
of  delivery  has  been  collaterally  established ;  though,  unhappily, 
fey  this  delay,  new  dangers  are  added  to  those  naturally  inherent 
in  the  operation. 

All  the  circumstances  rendered  our  operation  from  the  first  a 
mo^t  hopeless  one.     The  deformity  was  extreme;  and  the  patient 
not  only  laboured  under  mollities  ossium,  but  her  heklth  and 
strength  had  been  impaired  by  a  painful  confinement  of  three 
years  to  bed.     Happilj^  for  humanity,  cases  requiring  the  Caesa- 
rean  section,  are  of  rare  occurrence ;  ai^d  the  necessity  of  the 
operation  is  confined  within  the  narrowest  limits.     The  dimen- 
sions of  the  pelvis  may  be  greatly  contracted  by  disease  and  de- 
formity ;  but  if  the  space  from  pubes  to  sacrum,  or  on  either  side, 
do  not  measure  less  than  two  inches,  there  can  be  no  great  diflS- 
culty  in  delivering  the  mother  by  the  operation  of  embryulcio. 
Indeed,  according  to  Dr  Osborne,  the  Caesarean  operation  can 
seldom  if  ever  be  necessary  ;  for  he  contends,  that  if  there  be  a 
space  of  an  inch  and  a  half  between  the  pubes  and  sacrum,  or  on 
either  side,  the  head  may  be  broken  down,  so  as  to  admit  of  de- 
livery.    Whatever  decision  may  be  given  on  this  position,  ithas^ 
never  been  asserted  that  delivery  is  practicable,  if  the  pelvis  be  in 
all  parts  under  this  dimension.    And  that  such  a  case  may  occur, 
is  demonstrated  by  the  pelvis  of  our  patient;  the  greatest  con- 
jugate diameter  of  which  does  not  exceed  one  inch  and  two- 
tenths.     Even  had  the  deformity  been  less  than  this,  I  conceive 
that  the  circumstance  of  the  breech  presenting,  would  have  in- 
creased the  difficulty  of  delivery.    It  seems  to  me,  that  a  case  just 
admitting  delivery,  by  breaking  down  the  cranium,  and  extract- 
ing the  basis  of  the  skull  laterally  with  the  crotchet  in  J)r  Qy- 
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borne's  manner,  woald  constitute  one  of  impracticable  labour^ 


£i  h,  b.  The  anterior  portion  of  the  ilia  bent  at  right  angles  to 
Che  posterior,  and,  with  the  acetabular  parts  of  the  pub^,  car- 
ried inwards  upon  the  pelvis. 

c,  c,  Acetabula  i!ii. 

d,  Symphysis  pubis  prt^ected  forwards. 

'i  e.  The  fractures  of  the  pubes  over  the  acetabular 

/,  The  narrow  space  left  between  the  ossa  pubis,  and  formed  by 

the  projection  of  the  symphysis. 
^1  Sacrum. 

j'  >  The  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  and  .dimensions  of  its  brim; 
i;  Thyroidal  foramina. 

Fig.  2.  Diagram  representing  the  shape  and  dimensions  of  the 
Brim  of  tne  pelvis. 

a,  Body  of  fifth  lumbar  vertebrai. 

b,  6,  The  fractures  of  the  pubes. 
("i  Symphysis  pubis. 

f^t  d,  Thyroidal  foramina^ 

^1  ^1  Acetabula  ilii. 

/,/,  The  folds  of  the  ilia. 

V  l}anm«D'ii  laCroductioii  lo  Midwiftij.  B  3 
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gf  line  dttKwn  across  the  fractures  of  the  pubes,  aad  cofnpIet-> 
hig  the  brim  of  the  pel^. 
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Case  of  Diabetes  treated  by  P'enesection,    By  James  MurraYj 


Surgeon,  Belfast. 
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^CTOBER  11.  1811. — Mr  D.  Murray,  set  72,  complains  of  in*^ 
satiable  thirst,  obstinate  constipation  of  the  boTyels,  loss  of 
appetite,  great  debility,  ffeqtieilt  micturition,  with  a  large  increase 
in  the  quantity  of  urine,  which  he  thiilks  amounts  to  10  quarts 
in  the  S4  hours ;  he  is  much  emaciated,  troubled  i^ith  vertigo 
and  dimness  of  si^t,  with  a  pirofttsion  of  vivid  coloUi^  and  va- 
rious figures  danong  before  his  eyes.  His  skin  is  soft  and  na- 
itirfd,  tongue  pardied  and  loaded,  gums  tender,  eyes  &nd  cilffie 
r^d  Bsttd  painfbl,  pulse  60  and  we^k,  spirits  much  depressed;  be 
feels  a!  hot  pain  often  in  his  stomach,  with  a  sense  of  weight  and 
straitness  across  the  breast,  and  an  uneasy  sensatidtv  in  thd  lum- 
bar re^on*  The  cause  of  his  iDness  he  attributes  to  anxiety  and 
fatigue,  which  induced  costiveneis ;  and,  about  four  months  ago, 
he  observed  the  great  incrfease  of  urine  after  having  driank  spia 
iha  rather  freely. 

During  his  bad  state  of  health,  he  has  taken  larg^  dozes  of 
aistor*cm^  sblts,  laxative  pills^  and  sevend  other  medicines,  with- 
out any  benefit  $  his  drink  for  some  time  was  lime-water. 
]B»  Extract,  oolocyn.  3ij. 

OL  ani«^  q.  s»  ft.  plL  xxaiu  , 

Sig.  two  to  be  taken  three  times  a  day. 

^  B  Acid,  muriat.  ^ 

Sig.  a  quart  of  water  to  be  sharply  acidulated  with  some  of  the 
drops  for  common  drink. 
12th. — Had  one  loo^e  stool  this  morning  after  the  pills,  but 
finds  himself  no  better  j  drank  in  the  last  24<  hours  four  quarts 
of  acidulated  drink,  two  cups  of  tea  last  night,  two  this  morn- 
ing, and  a  bottle  of  sdda- water  $  urine  during  the  same  period, 
12  quarts  of  a  pale  yellow  colour :  he  would  wish  to  drink  much 


IS  12.      Mr  Murray's  Case  x>J  Diabetes  treated  hy  V.  S.  21 

xnore^  but  abstains  as  much  as  possiblei  thinking  that  the  thirst 
and  heat  of  hi3  mouth  constitute  his  disease,  and  that  the  largi^ 
quantity  of  urine  is  owing  to  the  necessity  of  drinking  so  much. 
His  eyes  are  very  red  ihis  morning,  ^nd  he  mentions  that  he  has 
ofien  spit  blood  since  he  took  the  pain  in  his  breast,  and  that  he 
often  passes  blood  in  his  urine,  so  as  to  tinge  it  of  a  red  colour ; 
puUe  now  65  and  weak,  tongue  white. 

Nineteen  ounces  of  blood  were  taken  from  his  arm  in  a  fuB 
stream,  and  the  patient  and  by-standers  were  astonished  to  ob- 
serve the  artery  at  the  cubit  befrinning  to  beat  with  great  force, 
and  the  veins  on  the  arms  and  hands  filling  up }  hje  had  been 
often  bled  when  young,  and  always  fainted  j  but  he  feels  now 
stronger  than  for  1 2  months  past.  After  bleeding  he  walked  to 
his  lodging,  a  distance  of  half  a  mile,  with  unusual  firmness 
jmd  vigour. 

13tb.' — Feels  easier  and  less  giddy,  observes  few  of  the  cok>ur«r 
ed  figures,  liis  eyes  are  quite  clear  and  spirits  elevated  ;  drank 
^ce  yesterday  at  this  time  four  quarts,  tea  included,  and  at^  of 
bread  and  beef  about  10  ounces,  and  half  a  pint  of  panada  for 
supper,  which  He  is  desired  to  omit  in  future;  pulse  74  and  flrm> 
tongue  and  mouth  rather  softer  and  cleaner  than  yesterday,  had 
^ree  motions  of  his  bowels,  but  is  not  griped  by  the  pills. 

17th.— ^Slept  well  last  night,  drank  during  the  night  only  one 
pint  of  the  acidulated  water,  though  he  could  not  want  less  than 
two  quarts  in  the  preceding  nignts;  in  the  lasc  24  hours  he 
passed  only  nine  pints  of  urine,  eight  ounces  of  which  evaponUe<| 
gave  seven  drams  of  extract,  which  was  very  sweet;  the  nrst  cup 
of  blood  drawn  the  day  before  yesterday  did  not  exhibit  any  in- 
flammatory coat,  but  the  last  one  showed  it  in  a  slight  degree. 

Owing  to  the  relief  experienced  after  the  first  blood-lettiDg^ 
I4  ounces  were  now  taken  in  a  fiill  jet  from  the  left  arm  $  pulse 
before  bleeding  70,  after  it  68  and  full ;  he  now  feels  ligbt,  and 
^ys  the  drunkenness,  as  he  expresses  it,  has  entire^  left  bis  head. 

i5th. — Thirst  and  all  the  troublesome  symptoms  greatly  abat- 
ed; but  he  stfll  suffers  from  the  burning  heat  of  his  mouthy 
though  in  a  less  degree ;  could  still  drink  more  than  he  does,  but 
finds  relief  by  wetting  his  mouth.  The  blood  drawn  yesterday^ 
exhibits  the  most  firm  and  organized  corium  I  ever  saw  in  the 
most  inflammatory  complaint ;  it  is  contracted  smaller  than  a 
shilling,  and  as  hard  to  be  torn  as  a  pie(?e  of  skhi.  Patient  had 
two  motions  of  his  bowels  last  night,  and  had  occasion  to  pass 
urine  once  in  that  time,  whereas  he  used  to  rise  at  least  four  or 
five  times  in  the  night  5  urine  six  pints  in  the  last  24  hours. 
To  take  three  glasses  of  port  wine  in  the  evening,  and  to  wear  a 
&WeUshi2t. 
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16th. — Much  as  yesterday,  but  did  not  rest  so  well  last  night, 
thirst  rather  more  urgent,  drank  four  quarts  in  all,  and  passed 
ten  pints  of  urine ;  tongue  moist  and  clean,  pulse  76;  thinks  him- 
self rather  weaker  than  yesterday ;  had  a  free  stool  this  morning. 

V.  S.  to  the  amount  of  1  ^  ounces  |  the  first  cup  soon  exhibited 
the  buflf\  coat;  but  the  coagulum  in  the  other  was  soft  and  easily 
torn,  though  the  blood  flowed  in  a  uniform  stream :  the  patient, 
however,  as  usual,  seems  stronger,  and  not  the  least  inclined  to 
faint ;  after  bleeding  the  pulse  was  80,  in  20  minutes  it  was  88, 
and  the  skin  became  warm ;  in  two  hours  after,  the  pulse  was 
again  80. 

i7th  — Much  as  yesterday,  but  stronger,  pulse  80  and  regu- 
lar, thirst  moderate,  urine  nine  pints  and  rather  lighter- colour- 
ed, appetite  improving  fast,   v 

18th. —  Passed  in  the  last  24?  hours  only  six  pints  of  urine,  of 
a  high  colour  and  urinous  smell ;  pulse  75  and  not  so  full  as  last 
week ;  and  he  thinks  himself  weaker,  bowels  regular,  thirst  mo- 
derate.    Applr.  emplast.  vesic.  larg.  lateri  dextr.  Conlr.  omnia. 

19th. — The  blister  remained  on  20  hours  and  discharged  well, 
the  pain  prevented  him  from  sleeping  during  the  night,  pulse  80, 
drink  six  pints,  urine  six  do.  of  a  urinous  smell  and  taste ;  the 
blister  produced  no  strangury;  eight  ounces  of  urine  gave  four 
drams  of  extract. 

20th. — Slept  well;  urine  eight  pints,  drank  in  all  five  pints, 
pulse  77  and  fuUj  he  coughs  a  little,  bowels  regular,  tongue 
clean., 

V.  S.  to  the  quantity  of  seven  ounces  of  a  florid  red,  no  de- 
liquium,  but  on  the  contrary  feels  rather  stronger;  this  cup  on 
standing  had  no  corium,  but  a  soft  coagulum,  easily  broken  by 
the  probe. 

21st. — Feels  better  to-day  than  he  has  yet  been ;  little  or  no 
thirsty  appetite  nearly  natural,  urine  only  four  pints  of  a  natural 
colour  and  smell,  pulse  70  and  regular;  he  wishes  strongly  to  re- 
turn home,  as  he  thinks  himself  nearly  well. 

21st. — Thii'ks  himself  entirely  well  if  the  blister  were  healed 
up,  as  it  ^ives  him  uncommon  pain;  pulse  71,  skin,  eyes,  and 
tongue  perfectly  natural ;  drink  two  pints,  urine  three  do.,  bowels 
regular,  appetite  nearly  natural;  insists  on  riding  home  to-mor- 
row, a  distance  of  20  miles.  > 

22d. — Is  now  returning  home,  and  thinks  himself  perfectly 
well  in  every  respect,  feels  vigorous  and  renovated,  and  e?^peri- 
ences  no  inconvenience  but  the  irritation  of  the  blistered  part, 
which  still  discharges  well ;  ordered  to  take  with  him  a  bottle  of 
the  acid,  and  a  box  of  the  pills,  and  to  avoid  wet  and  cold,  and 
refrain  from  spirituous  liquors. 


V  ; 
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I  have  not  heard  how  he  remains  sinee  he  left  town  ;  but  I  re- 
gret that  I  could  not  prevail  on  him  to  remain  longer,  for  it  is 
scarcely  possible  that  in  10  days  he  could  be  radically  cured. 
I  was  determined,  however,  to  publish  the  result  of  the  new 
plan,  whatever  the  event  might  be.  I  need  scarcely  add,  that 
the  success  of  this  case  is  entirely  owing  to  the  information  I 
■derived  from  Dr  Watt's  late  invaluable  publication  ;  for  without 
this  I  could  not  think  of  bleeding  an  old  man  of  72,  who  was  in 
such  a  state  of  emaciation  and  debility,  and  particularly  in  such 
A  disease.  I  have  reported  this  case  as  faithfully  as  possible,  hav- 
ing nothing  to  support,  nor  any  object  in  view,  but  what  should 
actuate  every  individual,  and  in  particular  every  member  of  the 
profession.    « 

P.  S.  I  should  add,  that  I  have  seen  several  cases  of  diabetes 
,  before  this,  in  which  no  cure  was  effected ;  they  were  treated  as 
recommended  by  Dr  RoUo. 

Belfast f  October  2Sth^  1811. 
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IV. 

Case  in  *which  a  Metacarpal  Bone  *mas  successfully  remaoed*     By 
J.  T.  Gregson,  Surgeon,  Sunderland. 

TX7HILE  attending  the  anatomical  and  surgical  lectures  of  that 
^^  excellent  anatomist,  Mr  Brookes,  in  1808,  he,  amongst^ 
manV  other  improvements,  pointed  out  the  practicability  of  re- 
moving, with  safety,  and  but  small  comparative  loss,  a  diseased 
metacarpal  bone.  He  .expected  by  that  means  to  do  away  the 
necessity  of  amputating  the  whole  hand  ;  and  even,  in  the  com- 
mon method  of  amputating  the  finger  (by  removing  the  metacar- 
pal bone  also),  to  avoid  the  most  prominent  feature  of  the  conse- 
quent deformity.  As  the  following , case  affords  a  practical  illus- 
tration of  this  operation,  and  no  author,  whom  I  have  perused^ 
laving  decidedly  advised  it,  *  its  insertion  in  your  valuable  pub- 
lication, if  you  deem  it  likely  to  prove  of  any  utility,  will  ob- 
h'ge  jour  obedient  servant. 

*  1  have  recently  been  credibly  informed  this  operation  has  been  practised  by 
J^lr  A.  (^ooper^  as  an  improved  method  of  amputating  the  iinger. 


' 
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I  wa$  called,  in  the  month  of  May  (811,  to  visit  Charles 
DixoT),  of  this  place,  mariner,  aged  twenty-^ne  years,  and  of  a 
)iealthy  habit,  who,  in  the  act  of  unloading  his  fowlinff-piece^ 
while  the  breach  was  lelevated,  and  the  right  hand  held  under 
the  muzzle,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  shot,  had,  by  the 
accidental  discharge  of  the  piece,  the  whole  of  the  charge  passed 
through  the  palm  of  his  hand,  bv  which  the  principal  part  of 
the  necond  metacarpal  bone  was  ^not  away  ;  the  second  tendon 
of  the  extensor  digitorum  communis  tore  away  high  up  thefor^ 
"arm,  where  it  first  beconies  tendinous ;  the  first  and  third  me- 
tacarpal bones,  simply  fractured  ;  together  with  extensive  lacera- 
tion of  the  integuments  on  the  back  of  the  hand.  Although  the 
case  barely  offered  an  Opportunity,  yet,  with  the  conjoint  opi- 
nions of  Mr  Atkinson  and  Mr  Fothergill,  surgeons  of  this  place, 
I  resolved  to  attempt  the  preservation  of  the  remainder  c£  the 
hand,  by  removing  the  second  finger,  and  sawing  off  part  of  the 
remainder  of  the  second  metacarpal  bone,  near  to  the  articula- 
tion with  the  cnrpus,  and  bringing  the  first  and  third  metacarpal 
tK>nes  so  close  together,  as  to  allow  of  the  wound  uniting  by  the 
£rst  intention ;  and  althoudii  that  desirable  effect  did  not  imme- 
diately follow,  a  considerable  tumefaction,  attended  with  exti*eme 
pain,  was  induced  by  the  lacerated  state,  already  mentioned,  of 
the  principal  parts  of  the  surfaces  of  the  wound  ;  yet,  by  a  strict 
antiphlogistic  treatment,  and  emollient  poultices,  continued  for 
the  space  of  three  weeks,  a  complete  cure  was  effected,  and  the 
motion  of  the  remaining  three  fingers  is,  at  this  time,  as  perfect 
as  before.  He  ha^  been,  for  the  last  tiiree  months,  following 
his  usual  occupation,  as  a  common  i^eaman,  in  which  capacity 
he  proves  himf^elf  as  useful  as  before  his  misfortune. 
:    Htmderldndf  '21  St  October  is  a. 


2= 


V. 

Case  of  Singular  Torpor^  in  'which  Dissection  did  not  discover 
•    any  satisfactory  Exjplanatian  qf^  the  Symptoms.     By  William 
Cooke,  Surgeon,  Plaistow,  Essex. 


.    T)athology  is  the  part  of  medicine,  perhaps,  of  the  greatest  i 
^  portance,  and  yet,  I  presume,  the  Iea%t  understood.     It  wo^ 


im- 
would 
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itierefore  be  1)igh!y  adyantageous  to  medical  knovdedge,  iF  the 
sectio  cadaveris  were  more  frequently  performed,  and,  in  addition 
to  the  general  good  derived  from  the  practice,  the  surgeon  en- 
gaged in  die  examination,  would  have  his  memory  re^'impressed 
wiui  many  points  fei  anatomy,  which  very  readily  escape,  if  he 
be  &r  removed  from  the  ordinary  source  of  anatomical  informa* 
tion,  or  do  not  employ  some  means  to  preserve  that  knowledge 
which  he  has  obtained* 

Although  the  person,  whose  case  I  am  about  to  communicate^ 
was  a  sufierer  for  «even  or  ei^t  years,  under  circumstances  that 
indicated  considerable  affection  of  the  heod,  producing  a  general 
expectation  in  the  minds  of  her  medical  attendants,  that,  after 
death,  there  would  be  found  *'  considerable  effusion  between  the 
tunica  araohnoides  and  p«a  mater,  and  great  distension  of  the 
T^itricles ;  '^  yet  death  appeared  more  like  a  natural  termination 
of  existence,  than  an  eiwnt  arising  from  any  particular  disease* 
Certainly  some  morbid  changes  had  taken  place  in  ^the  head»  as 
wiH  be  shown  in  the  sequel,  but  hardly  sufficient  to  account  for 
death,  or  for  the  peculiar  torpidity,  wMch  was  so  great  for  the 
last  two  years,  that  the  patient  was  said  to  **  exist  '^  rather  than 
**  live,  *'  or  evet^  for  the  two  fits  which  she  had ;  for,  probably, 
we  were  not  censurable  for  believing  that  they  arose  from  pres- 
sure on  the  brain^  and  that  some  distinguishing  mark  of  it  might 
be  discovered  after  deaths 

As  the  case  occupied  a  considerable  period,  I  shall  transcribe 
the  prominent  circumstances  as  they  appear  in  my  minute-book. 

Sept.  12.  1809. — Mrs ,  is  49  years  of  a^e,  of  short  sta- 
ture, thick  neck,  extremely  delicate  skin,  inclined  to  corpu- 
lency, and  has  had  seven  cnildren.  She  has  been  valetudinary 
four  or  five  years.  At  the  commencement  of  this  period,  a  ces- 
sation of  the  menstrual  discharge  took  place,  and  she  became 
inordinately  inactive,  both  in  mind  and  body.  When  I  first  be- 
came acquainted  with  her,  viz.  about  two  years  ago,  her  torpor 
was  extreme,  and  the  propensity  to  sleep,  even  when  engaged 
in  performing  the  social  duties  of  her  family,  irresistible.  Her 
appetite  was  generally  si^iall,  bowels  constipated,  and  pulse 
scarcely  perceptible.  The  legs,  hands,  and  face,  were  cold  and 
eedematous ;  but  there  was  no  indication  of  ascites.  The  eva- 
cuation of  urine  varied,  being  sometimes  free  and  at  others 
scanty. 

I  employed,  at  first,  gentle  aperients  and  diuretics,  but  with- 
out advantage.  Then  I  tried  the  myrrh  and  chalybeate  medicine 
rf  Dr  Griffiths,  with  occasicMial  purgatives  j  and  from  these  she 
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derived  considerftble  benefit }  but  t}ie  most  suecessful  medicines 
were  those  that  operated  powerfully  on  the  bowels^  and  these  it 
was  requisite  to  repeat  frequently.  During  the  last  year  we 
chiefly  depended  on  medicines  of  this  class,  having  occasional 
recourse  to  tonics,  as  circumstances  seemed  to  indicate.     \ 

She  appeared,  for  a  considerable  time,  progressivdy  conva- 
lescent. 

The  oedema  had  disappeared,  and  the  Ibcomotive  power  was 
so  much  increased,  that,  whilst  visiting  her  friends,  about  27 
miles  from  home,  she  walked  a  mile  and  a  half  without  stop- 
ping, or  experiencing  much  subsequent  fatigue.  She  had  con- 
tinued, however,  much  inclined  to  a  sedentary  life,  and  was  al- 
ways cold. 

On  Friday  the  1st  inst.  she  returned  from  her  visit,  in  a  post- 
chaise,  and,  on  the  same  day,  walked  for  a  considerable  time 
about  London.  The  immediate  result  of  this  exertion  was  great 
fatigue.  On  the  succeeding  Sunday,  she  was  incapable  of  leav- 
ing iiome^  and  had  a  powerful  propensity  to  sleep.  The  con- 
tents of  the  stomach  were  ejected  several  times  in  the  course  of 
ithe  day,  and  appeared  very  bilious.  We  were  inclined  to  attri- 
bute this  relapse  wholly  to  the  unusual  exertion  two  days  be- 
fore; and  hoped  that,  after  a  short  tranquillity,  she  would  again 
be  comfbrtabie. 

At  two  o'clock  the  next  morning,  Mr ,  her  husband, 

awoke,  and  found  her  in  a  cold  clammy  perspiration,  and  speak- 
ing incoherently ;  and  almost  immediately  afterwards  she  be- 
came convulsed  and  insensible. 

I  was  called  directly,  and  found  her  in  this  state,  with  her 
teeth  clenched.     It  was  not  long  before  these  affections  a  little 
subsided,  and  she  swallowed  an  opening  draught.    An  enema 
also  was  administered,  and  frequently  repeated.     In  a  few  hours 
she  had  some  alvine  evacuation,  and  becantie  more  collected, 
and  was  able  to  speak.     She  complained  of  pain  in  her  head, 
and  was  very  averse  to  having  any  person  in  the  room.     She 
took  a  little  beef- tea,  and  again  became  insensible,  occasionally  a 
little  convulsed ;  the  jaw  rigid  ;  the  stomach  uneasy,  sometimes 
throwing  its  contents  into  the  mouth,  part  of  which  escaped, 
and  the  other  returned;  pulse  a  little  accelerated;  respiratioa 
stertorous ;  the  pupil  not  quite  insensible  to  light. 
Imponatur  vesicatorium  nuchae. 
Cataplasmata  sinapis  pedibus  et  capiti. 
Capiti  postea  imponatur  empl.<  canthar. 
Adhibeantur  hirudines  iij.  tempor.  sing. 
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^  Infusi  sennae  tart  3x. 
Pulv,  jalap.  9i. 
Mannae. 

Tinct.  sennae  aa.  3i-  m.  ft.  haustus,  ouini  liora  su- 
mendus. 
Repetatur  enema. 

The  cataplasms  were  immediately  applied  to  the  feet,  it  be- 
ing then  about  eleven  o'clock  p.  m.  The  head  had  been  shaved, 
and  I  had  nearly  put  on  the  poultice,  when  she  waa  seized  with  a 
violent  struggling,  which,  after  a  few  moments,  gradually  sub- 
sided, and  she  ceased  to  breathe.  I  confess,  although  aware  that^ 
in  diseases  accompanied  with  convulsions,  a  temporary  suspen« 
sion  of  respiration  often  supervenes,  I  thought,  from  several 
drcumstances,  the  patient  was  dead.  I  waited,  however,  with- 
out communicating  my  apprehensions,  with  my  hand  on  the 
wrist,  and  after  at  least  a  third,  and  perhaps  half  a  minute  had 
expirei^  we  were  apprized  that  she  was  not  dead  by  a  violent  in- 
spiration. From  this  time  the  action  of  the  lungs  gradually  re* 
turned,  and  soon  became  free,  except  being  rather  slow,  and 
stertorous.  The  leeches  were  placed  on  the  temples  immedi- 
ately after  the  recommencement  of  respiration,  and  bled  freely. 
When  I  removed  the  sinapism  from  the  head,  after  having  been 
on  about  two  hours,  she  evinced  the  first  sensibility  by  excessive 
frowning. 

The  temples  and  contiguous  parts  swelled  considerably  from 
the  leeches. 

For  some  time  she  continued  indistinct ;  but,  in  a  few  days, 
she  was  able  to  sit  up.  She  took  small  doses  of  the  submuriate 
of  quicksilver,  to  produce  and  keep  up  some  affectioi^  of  the  sa^- 
livary  glands^  and  afterwards  purgatives  with  bitters,  &c. 

Nov.  10th. — The  mistura  ferri  composita  has  been  taken  for 
a  fortnight  or  three  weeks ;  but  now  medicine  is  omitted.  She 
walks  about  the  fao^use  and  garden  a  little,  and  seems  compara- 
tively comfortable. 

January  1811. — For  some  lime  after  the  termination  of  the 
above  account,  Mrs appeared  to  improve  in  strength,  ex- 
cept in  the  last  summer,  when  she  suffered  much  for  a  consider- 
able time,  from  diJBSculty  of  respiration ;  which,  being  conco- 
mitant with  anasarca,  was  supposed  to  arisfe  from  effusion  into 
the  cellular  structure  of  the  lungs. 

After  a  long  trial  of  stimulating  diuretics,  &c.  it  was  removed 
by  the  free  use  of  digitalis  combined  with  tonics. 

After  this  period  her  state  was  very  variable ;  but  a  greater 
or  less  degree  oi  imbecility  and  tardiness  of  motion  always  ex- 
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hied.  Her  articulation  resembled  her  movements,  and  the  o- 
perations  of  the  mind  were  not  performed  with  more  celerity 
than  the  actions  of  the  body. 

The  senses  were  obtuse,  but  not  materially  impaired.  Her 
hearing  was  ^ten  very  duU,  and  the  skin  so  insensible  to  titilla- 
tioii,  that,  in  the  summer,  she  could  suffer  a  swarm  of  flies  to 
travel  about  her  face  without  any  apparent  inconvenience. 

About  the  end  of  the  last^  and  beginning  of  the  present  year, 
die  complained  of  violent  pain  in  the  head,  particularly  at  the 
back  part,  with  considerable  stiifuess  of  the  right  sternocleido- 
mastoideus  muscle,  and  of  all  the  muscles  of  that  side  the  neck, 
by  which  thp  head  was  inclined  to  that  shoulder.  A  variety  of 
means  were  employed,  viz.  copious  purging  ^  calomel  in  small 
doses,  chalybeate  with  myrrh,  &c.  j  digitahs,  blisters,  &c.  &c. 
without  the  smallest  relief.  The  general  coldness  and  oedemat 
and  very  weak  pulse,  made  me  reluctant  to  apply  leeches  ^  but 
having  derived  no  advantage  from  any  thing  else,  and  recollect- 
ing their  apparent  benefit  when  used  on  a  former  occasion,  I  or- 
dered two  to  each  temple.  They  were  applied  on  the  1 5th  of 
J^ebruary,  and  bled  freely.  On  the  16th  the  punctures  were  sur- 
rounded with  slight  erysipelatous  inflammation,  to  which  Mrs 
■■  had  been  occasionally  liable.    The  ensuing  day  the  ad- 

jacent pai^  became  very  oedematous.  The  eyes  were  closed 
from  swelling  in  the  palpebrae,  the  cheeks  almost  even  with  the 
nose,  and  the  lips  protruded  to  the  utmost  the  skin  would  admit 
of;  every  feature  of  the  face  was  destroyed.  * 

Having  on  former  similar  occasions  employed  the  liquor  plum- 
bi  acetatis  dilutus  with  success,  I  had  recourse  to  it  now,  al- 
though tor  some  reasons  it  appeared  objectionable.  The  swell* 
ing  rapidly  subsided  j  but  in  the  afternoon  of  the  18th,  the  dis- 
tension of  the  throat,  particularly  about  the  pharynx,  incre^ed 
with  equal  rapidity.  When  the  attendants  saw  the  swelling 
commencing  about  the  chin  and  neck,  they  waited  for  my  appro- 
bation before  the  lotion  was  applied.  When  a  few  hours  had 
elapsed  I  was  sent  for,  and  from  the  violent  efforts  which  were 
requisite  to  respire,  I  apprehended  suffocation  was  very  near. 
She  was  not  able  to  swallow  any  thing.  By  irritating  the  &uces 
a  quantity  of  mucus,  which  had  accumulated,  was  tnrown  out, 
and  gave  some  relief.     The  chin  and  neck  were  hot. 

I  ordered  linen  to  be  peremptorily  dipped  in  the  lotion  and  laid 
over  the  parts,  and  the  benefit  was  immediate.     In  a  few  hours 


*  Hie  kechcs  had  been  applied  to  aaotJier  person  without  producing  9ny  b>d 
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she  coidd  breathe  comfortably,  and  swallow;  some  aperient  and 
fever  medicines  were  prescribed  for  her. 

30tb. — She  could  sit  ttp^  and  take  nourishment ;  but  although  , 
die  oedema  had  abated  it  was  not  removed;  and  deglutition  was 
fa^ar  difficult.     She  was,  however,  greatly  better. 

About  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  21i^  I  was  called 
up ;  the  patient  had  symptoms  of  an  attack  similar  to  that  in 
September  1S09«  She  was  breathing  stertorously ;  occasionally 
muttering  and  restless,  nearly  insensible,  but  might  be  roused  to 
attention  for  a  moment. 

Habeat  enema  stimulans,  statim« 
Submuriat*  hydr.  gr.  viij.  in  bolo  statim  sumenda. 
The  head  was  shaved,  and  a  cataplasm  of  mustard  and  flower 
mixed  up  with  brandy,  applied  to  it  and  to  the  feet. 

Imponatur  empL  vesicat.  capiti  post  ^^ataplasma. 
A  physictan  was  now  called  in« 
Mrs  ■  ■   ■   ■  was  completely  insensible. 
The  arms  to  be  jdaced  in  bags  of  chamomile  flowers,  h^ted 
Willi  hot  water,  and  sprinkled  with  mustard.     The  legs  to  be 
fimiented  with  a  strong  decoction  of  horse-radish,  and  the  tfaig^ 
to  be  rubbed  with  a  stimulating  aiibrocation  of  spin  amm*  ek 
tillct  oi^th« 

Continuentur  enemata. 
Repetatur  hydrargyri  submurias  noote« 
ffdd.^She  can  i»wallow  a  little  fluid,  and  reply  to  questions^ 
There  has  been  bat  very  little  dischairge  from  the  bowda* 
^  Tinoturas  jaiapss  5ii. 
Ammon«  carbrmat.  gr%  vL 
Pulv.  jal*  ^{.  syr.  simpl  iu 

Aquae  menthsB  sat  ^vi.  M»  ft.  haustus  4tis  horis  su* 
mendus» 
In  the  course  of  the  daV  Hie  bowels  were  freely  evacuated. 
The  bea^tea^  winet  ana  evfery  thing  she  takes,  are  highly  sea-^ 
soned  with  o^sicnm.    That  d€^r^  which  is  pungent  to  miother 
person  is  scaraely  perceived  by  the  patients 

23d. — -'Considerably  better.  She  complains  of  headadi,  and 
extreme  general  soreness.  The  feces  are  offenuve.  The  pro- 
pensity to  deep  continues,  but  when  fiilly  awake  she  is  rational. 
1^  can  now  open  her  eyes.  The  nourishment  chiefly  depended 
upon  is  soup,  strongly  impregnated  with  meat. 

Continuetur  haustus. 
CaloBiel.  g]^.  ii.  vespere. 
24th. — Much  recovered.    The  inclination  to  sleep  diminish- 
ed; bowels  open  ;  but  the  head  continues  painful. 

After  progressive  amendment  for  a  few  weeks,  she  was  able  to 
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go  down  stairs,  and  soon  regained  her  former  state,  at  which  she 
again  became  stationary. 

June  8d. — Mrs  ■  has  never  left  off  medicine  since  the 

conchisioQ  of  the  last  report.     Calomel  has  been  employed  again 
to  affect  the  mouth,  with  bitters  and  tonics ;  the  mistura  ferri 
iromp.  with  and  without  digitalis:  but  the  greatest  temporary 
benefit  has  been  experienced  from  the  following  draught : 
§>  Rad.  rhei  concisae  ^\i, 

Corticis  aurantii  exsiccati  §ss. 

Capsici  bacc.  5ss.     ' 

Aquae  ferventis  Jxii."  Macera  per  horas  duas ;   cola  et 

adde  ' 

Pulv.  cinchonas  gr.  xv. 

Tincture  scillas  gtt.  xv.  M.  ft.  haust.  bis  die  sumen- 
dus. 
During  the  last  week  the  pain  of  the  head  increased,  on  which 
account  I  ordered  the  head  to  be  shaved  and  blistered,  from 
which  she  had  some  alleviation  of  the  pain  for  a  day  or  two.  I 
purposed  keeping  the  blister  open  for  some  time  $  but  perceiving 
that  the  head  and  face  were  becoming  erysipelatous,  I  was  oblig- 
ed to  heal  it  as  quickly  as  possible.. 

The  torpor  and  debility  were  miich  as  they  have  been'  for 
many  months.  She  walks  slowly  about  whenever  the  weather 
will  permit,  for  half  an  hour  or  a  little  more  5  appetite  perhaps 
a  little  better;  but  experiences  great  difficulty  in  mastication 
from  tender  gums,  and  stiffiiess  in  the  massiter  muscles.  She 
speaks  so  very  deliberately,  and  with  so  much  apparent  difficulty, 
that  it  is  painful  to  converse  with  her. 

The  draughts,  with  an  occasional  dose  of  submuriate  of  quick* 
silver,  keep  the  bowels  open. 
^    The  rigidity  of  the  lateral  cervical  muscles  Continues. 

6th. — The  pain  of  the  head  not  having  lessened,  I  ordered 
some  decoction  and  tincture  of  bark,  with  sulphuric  acid,  which, 
for  a  few  days,  seemed  advantageous. 

20th. — Affection  of  the  head,  torpor,  and  inclination  to  sleep^ 
materially  increased. 

^  Tinct.  guaiaci  ammoniatse     ii. 
Decocti  cinchonee  3x.  ft.  haustus  bis  die  sumendus. 
25th. — Headach  increased ;  hands  and  face  swelled;  re^ira- 
tion  difficult,  and  pain  in  the  side. 
§)  Misturae  Camphoratae  giss. 

Tinct.  digit,  gtt.  xx.  ft.  haust.  bis  die  sumendus.. 
SOth. — Much  better  in  every  respect* 
July  16th. — Continues  convalescent* 
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$>  Mist,  campfa.  3x. 

Tinct.  cinnam.  comp.  311. 

Carb.  ammon.  gr.  v.  M.  ft.  haust.  ter  die  sumendns. 

August  15. — Mrs is  now  better  than  she  has  been  for 

twelve  months  or  more.  Is  conversable ;  can  walk  about  for  an 
hour  or  more ;  appetite  good ;  face  and  hands  reduced  in  size; 
but  still  a  degree  of  torpor  remains. 

For  some  nights  she  has  been  in  a  tepid  salt-water  bath. 

20th.— Appetite  fails,  and  respiration  again  becomes  laborious, 
but  the  head  free  from  pain. 

She  had  proposed  a  journey  to  Dfever,  but  now  determines 
only  to  visit  her  friends  at  Gravesend. 

She  undertook  this  journey  in  a  post-chaise  on  the  23d,  and 
bore  it  well ;  but,  finding  her  breatfiing  increasing  in  difficulty, 
she  returned  on  the  30th.     She  then  made  but  little  water. 

After  a  few,  days  she  was  better  again ;  but,  on  the  Sth 
of  September,  symptoms  of  a  fatal  nature  appeared.  She 
came  down  stairs ;  had  no  pain  \  but  was  scarcely  able  to 
speak ;  her  eyes  were  depressed ;  and  her  countenance  anxi- 
ous. • 

She  ordered,  and  ate  a  lamb  chop  for  dinner. 
Impen.  vesicatorium  sterno. 

Takes  stimulating  diuretic  medicines. 

6th. — Had  not  rest  last  night ;  came  down  stairs  at  seven  o'- 
clock A.  M. :  could  scarcely  speak  5  but  ate  some  lamb  for  din- 
ner. In  the  middle  of  the  day  she  read  a  long  letter  from  her 
hu\band,  who  was  then  absent,  although  with  some  difiiculty. 
She  went  to  bed  about  five  o'clock  5  her  breathing  becoming 
gradually  shorter,  until  it  ceased.  She  died  about  half  past  nine 
o'clock. 

Scctio  Cadaveris. — On  the  9th  Dr  Birkbeck,  who  had  attend- 
ed- the  patient  several  times,  favoured  me  with  his  company, 
when,  with  the  assistance  of  Mr  Desormeaux  of  Barking,  I  o- 
pened  the  body. 

The  body  was  considerably  changed. 

The  brain  was  soft,  but  not  so  much  so  as  to  prevent  our  ex- 
amination. 

There  was  no  morbid  appearance  on  the  dura  mater.  The 
vessels  of  the  pia  mater  were  rather  turgid,  and  at  the  anterior 
and  under  part  of  the  right  hemisphere,  the  turgescence  was  by 
far  the  greatest. 

2'here  was  tio  unnatural  effusion. 

The  ventricles  contained  a  very  little  more  fluid  than  usual ; 
the  posterior  horn  seemed  raflier  enlarged. 


When  the  brain  was  inverted,  we  found  about  an  ounce  of  a* 
]ueou&  fluid  collected  in  the  basis  cranii.  The  tunica  araehnoides 
oeneath  the  cerebellum  was  considerably  thickened,  and  the  ves- 
ftds  of  the  pia  mater  in  this  part  more  turgid.  There  was  alsa 
one  small  clot  of  blood,  perhaps  the  size  of  a  large  pea* 

There  was  no  aheration  in  t^e  structure  of  the  brain* 

The  abdomen  had  become  greatly  distended  in  the  coarse  x>f 
the  last  24  hours  from  beginning  decomposition  i  but  we  fotrnd 
aU  the  viscera  in  a  perfectly  natural  state. 

The  stomach,  intestines,  and  liver^  were  particularly  examin-^*' 
ed,  and  appeared  decidedly  healthy* 

The  gail-bladder  was  distended  with  healthy  bile.  Perhapa 
there  is  no  impropriety  in  mentioning,  that  the  appendage^  to 
tlve  uterus  on  the  left  side  were  of  a  dai*k  red  colour^  but  ca>  the 
right  they  appeared  as  usual* 

FkUsioWf  Essex,  Sept.  19*  1811* 
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Case  of  Inguinal  Aneurism  Cured  by  tying  the  External  Iliac  Artery^ 

By  William  Goodlad,  Surgeon* 

Tn  the  beginning  of  June  I  was  consulted  by  John  RamweQ^  ^ 
-*-  a  stout  muscular  man,  of  a  spare  habit  of  body,  a  florfai  com- 
plexion, and  about  41  years  of  age.  Upwards  of  three  years^ 
ago»  the  patient  first  perceived  a  swelling  not  much  lar^r  than 
a  pea  on  the  inside  of  the  rij^t  thigh.  It  caused  very  little 
pain  or  inconvenience,  and  did  not  increase  so  as  to  alarm  him, 
till,  after  his  recovery  from  a  severe  dysentery,  nine  months^ 
ago.  From  that  period,  its  increase  has  been  rapid*  It  is  now 
the  size  and  shape  of  a  pmt  baaon,  with  its  rim  inverted ;  al« 
though  six  months  ago  it  was  not,  by  the  patient's  report,  more  ' 
than  one  fourth  its  present  sizel  The  tumour  is  situated  at  the 
superior  and  anterior  part  of  the  thigh,  extending  along  Pou* 
part's  ligament,  to  within  two  inches  of  the  anterior  superior^ 
spine  of  the  ilium,  and  about  four  inches  down  the  thigh.  It  is 
dense,  circumscribed,  and  appears  to  sink  deep  amongst  the. 
muscles*  If  grasped  firmly,  a  dull  pulsatory  motion  is  clearly 
distinguishable*  This  pulsation  is  rendered  more  evident  by 
bending  the  thigh  upon  the  pelvis  ;  and  by  a  continuance  e^* 
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the  pressing,  the  swellilig  beoomet  much  le«i  promtnetit  Thtf 
drtery  passes  alon/gr  its  most  intmor  surface,  and  gives  to  the 
finger  the  peculiar  thrill  characteristic  of  aneurism.  It  retiiinii 
this  charaeter,  till  it  passes  through  the  adductor  femoris  to  de» 
scend  into  the  ham,  when  it  is  no  longer  to  be  traced. 

A  bread-baker  by  trade,  the  patient  has  been  accustomed  to 
occaacmal  great  exertion,  in  carrying  loads  of  flour  up  several 
sets  of  stairs.  But  his  employment,  during  the  last  seven  years, 
has  been  chiefly  performed  in  a  sitting  position ;  and  requires 
almost  no  exertion.  When  1  i^risea  him  of  the  necessity  of 
an  operation,  I  learnt  that  he  bad  alfeady  consulted  iw6  sur^ 
geons,  one  of  whom  advised  the  removal  of  the  tumor  by  ex- 
tirpation ;  the  other  had  recommended  the  fre()uent  application 
of  Uistm^  to  it  This  diversity  of  opinion  was  attended  with 
a  proportionate  want  of  confidence  in  my  patient,  who  chose  to 
defer  it ;  and,  as  his  pulse  was  good,  his  appetite  tolerable,  his; 
bowels  regular,  his  general  health  in  short  little  impaired,  I 

Eve  him  general  directions,  and  desired  to  see  him  again  ere 
ig. 

At  the  end  of  a  fortnight  the  swdling  was  much  In  the  same 
state,  though  somewhat  larger.  It  produced  a  numbness  in  the 
thigh,  and  the  leg  towards  evening  began  to  swell.  A  trouble- 
some cough  now  came  on,  which,  with  a  few  days  exettion,  pro*- 
duced  a  more  rapid  increase.  My  friend  and  late  master,  Mr 
Killer  of  Manchester,  who  with  my  firiend  Mr  Hamilton  did  me 
the  favour  to  examine  my  patietit,  entirely  coincided  with  me  in 
opinion,  and  the  operation  was  coi^sented  to  when  the  cough  was 
remedi^.  For  this  purpose  opium  wiA  digitalis  was  aomlnis* 
tered,  and  rest,  low  diet,  and  occasional  laxative  medicines  re* 
commended. 

From  this  period  to  the  latter  ^d  of  July,  the  tumour  increas- 
ed so  rapidly,  that  it  was  thought  advisable  to  delay  the  opera- 
tion no  longer,  though  some  cough  still  remained,  and  though 
the  temp^alure  of  the  atmosphere  was  oppressive*  According- 
ly, it  was  performed  on  Tuesday  the  29th  of  July,  in  the  presence 
of  Messrs  Killer  and  Hamilton,  whose  very  friendly  attention  on 
this  and  every  other  occasion  I  have  great  pleasure  in  being  abte 
to  acknowled^. 

An  incision,  upwards  of  three  iiiehes  in  l^gth,  was  made 
through  the  integuments,  beginning  at  the  upper  margin  of  the 
tamour,  about  three  inches  from  the  symphysis  of  the  pubes^  and 
fcarried  ahnost  directly  upwards.  In  the  dissectbn  of  the  cel- 
lular membrane,  covering  the  aponeurosis  of  the  external  ob* 
lique  muscle,  several  arteries  were  divided,  which  supply  the  ad- 
jacent glands,    lliese  vessels  were  immediately  secured,  and 
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more  than  two  incbes  of  the  tendinous  expansion  exposed.  It^ 
fibres  were  carefully  divided  and  dilated  downwards,  by  the 
probe-pointed  bistoury  introduced  upon  the  finger.  The  artery 
was  now  clearly  distinguished  by  its  pulsation*  The  fibres  of 
the  externa]  oblique,  with  the  margin  of  the  internal  and  the 
transversalis  muscles,  were  also  divided  upwards,  to  allow  suf- 
ficient space  for  the  two  fore-fingers  of  the  left  hand  to  be  plac^ 
ed  in  contact  with  the  arterial  sheath. 

I  endeavoured  to  detach  the  fascia,  so  as  to  be  enabled  to  pass* 
my  finger  round  the  artery.  In  this  attempt  considerable  diffi- 
culty was  experienced.  But,  by  keeping  the  artery  firmly  in  ita 
dtuation  ppon  thfe  psoas  muscle^  with  my  finger  and  thumb  in 
contact  with  it,  t  succeeded  in  passing  the  eyed  end  of  a  probe 
(about  half  an  inch  of  which  was  bent  to  a  right  angle)  under 
the  artery,  from  within  outwards.  The  shaft  oif  the  probe  was 
gradually  bent  likewise  to  facilitate  its  turning  in  the  wound. 
A  double  ligature  being  put  through  the  eye,  the  probe  was  re- 
drawn. Tne  upper  ligature  was  jtied  as  high  as  possible  by  Mr. 
Killer.  The  pulsation  in  the  tumour  immediately  ceased.  The 
lower  ligature  was  also  tied ;  but  as  the  space  between  the  liga- 
tures did  not  aj^ear  to  warrant  the  division  of  the  vessel,  it  waa, 
left  entire.  The  integuments  brought  into  contact,  wjere  secur- 
ed by  a  couple  of  stitches,  stripes  oi  adhesive  plaster  were  appli- 
ed, and  a  roller  passed  round  the  whole.  The  patient  was  put  ^ 
to  bed  with  the  thigh  bent  upon  the  pelvis.  The  temperature  of 
the  limb  had  been  kept  up  during  the  operation,  by  a  flannel  rol- 
ler applied  around  it.  This  was  still  retained ;  the  whole  limb 
^It  comfortably  warm,  and  he  had  little  pain.  At  nine  o'clock 
in  the  evening,  I  found  his^skin  cool,  tongue  somewhat  furred^ 
pulse  loo,  wound  easy.  The  leg  and  thigh  quite  as  warm  asoa 
ihe  opposite  side,  foot  a  little  colder.  He  has  had  a  few  short 
slumners,  and  has  taken  bread,  milk  and  tea.  To  take  an  opiate . 
at  bed- time. 

Wednesday,  7  A.  M. — He  complains  of  much  pain  in  the 
bacjc,  occasioned  by  continuing  in  the  same  position,  which  pre* 
\ented  him  from  sleeping*  He  was  therefore  turned  on  hia 
back,  with  the  knee  bent  and  supported  by  piUows,  as  in  fracture 
of  the  thigh,  tie  has  occasional  throbbing,  some  thirst,  pulse 
90,  skin  cool;  The, leg  and  thigh  quite  as  warm  as  the  other, 
the  toes  nearly  so.  To  take  lemonade  for  his  pommon  drink. 
One  r,  M. — He  has  had  an  hour's  sleep;  cough  somewhat 
troublesome  f  pulse  lOOf  tpngue  furred  in  the  middle  j  a  little 
Soreness  in  the  belly,     A  gentle  laxative  was  given. 

.  At  nine  o'clock  r.  M.  tlie  limb  was  hotter  than  the  healthy 
one  'f  pulse  104,  and  fuller.     He  has  had  considerable  pain  in  m% 
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head,  which  continued  till  seven  o'clock,  when  he  had  an  hoiJr'd 
refreshing  sleep,  and  awoke  better.     The  pain  in  his  back  con- 
tinnes  troublesome.     He  has  coughed  little,  and  expectorates^ 
freely.     No  pain,  or  tension,  in  the  abdomen ;  tongue  moist^* 
though  furred ;  urine  hot,  but  not  high*coloured  s  nd  stool. 
R  Sulph.  magneSk  ^iij. 
Vin.  antim.  gtt.  x. 
Tinct.  sennce  3g. 
Aq.  ptnrss  §i.     M* 
To  be  taken  immediately,  with  a  saline  draught  every  four  hout*s; 

The  heat  of  the  atmosphere  has  been  quite  oppressive. 

Morning  visit,  (second  day.) — He  passed  the  night  with  only 
an  hour's  sleep ;  he  complains  much  of  his  batk,  and  a  slight 
headach;  face  flushed;  skin  hot  and  dry$  pulse  116,  rather 
hard ;  no  tension  in  the  abdomen ;  cough  troublesome  in  the 
night;  water  high- coloured,  and  scanty;  no  stool.  To  six 
drams  of  mfusion  of  sennse,  and  a  dram  of  the  sulphate  of  mag* 
nesia,  half  an  ounce  of  the  liquor  of  acetite  of  ammonia  and  teff 
drops  of  antimonial  wine  were  added»  To  be  taken  every  three 
hours  until  the  bowels  are  opened* 

Noon  visit. — He  had  a  motion  soon  after  I  left  him  in  the 
morning,  and  several  hours  comfortable  sleep  in  the  forenoon.. 
Pulse  102,  soft;  skin  cool;  less  thirst;  back  easier |  cough  still 
continues.  The  whole  limb  is  comfortably  warm  t  he  has  per- 
fect sensation  and  power  of  motion  in  the  toes ;  belly  quite  easy; 
To  continue  his  medicines  till  he  has  another  stool. 

He  had  some  return  of  fever  towards  evening,  but  as  it  subsid- 
ed he  had  two  hours  sleep,  and  was  much  refreshed.  Pulse  108f 
bead  easy;  tongue  moist  and  clean;  skin  cooler;  urine  hot  and, 
high-coloured.  He  has  had  another  stool,  and  hds  taken  plen- 
tiftiHy  of  pottage,  butter-milk,  and  tea.  To  a  dose  of  his  pur^ 
gative  medicine  were  added  twenty  drops  of  laudanum^  to  be 
taken  at  bed'^time. 

Friday,  August  1st,  (the  third  day  after  the  operation.) — • 
The  dressings  were  removed  for  the  first  time.  The  inferior 
half  of  the  wound  is  a  mere  line^  the  superior  half  nearly  so. 
There  is  a  slight  blush  upon  the  edges,  but  no  pain  nor  tender-* 
ness;  discharge  moderate  and  healthy;  tongue  clean  and  moist; 
limb  warm  and  sensible ;  appetite  good ;  had  a  stool  this  morn«^ 
ing. 

Saturday. — He  hus  slept  well  the  two  last  flights,  and  has 
taken  broth,  pottage  and  milk;  pulse  84;  tongue  clean;  no 
thirst;  bowels  regiilar;  hmb  comfortable.  The  wound  is  some- 
what separated  above  the  upper  ligature ;  discharge  copious^  but 
^ite  puriform.     The  opiate  to  be  repeated; 
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Sunday,  (the  fifth  day).— 'The  wound  continues  to  look  well ; 
discharge  copious;  the  ligatures  from  the  small  vessels  which 
were  divided  in  the  operation  have  come  away  $  the  stitches,  be- 
ginning to  ulcerate,  were  r«>moved  also  f  limb  warm  and  easy. 

Monday,  (sixth  day).^--Much  as  yesterday,  except  that  his 
cough  was  troublesome  in  the  night*  He  has  also  been  much 
fluttered  by  a  sudden  noise  at  the  door,  but  is  now  calm ;  the 
wound  looks  well,  though  a  slough  lines  the  evening  around  the 
upper  ligature ;  discharge  somewhat  increased,  but  of  a  proper 
Quality ;  pulse  82  ;  appetite  good.  To  take  animal  food  once  a<* 
day«  and  a  pint  of  port^  in  the  twenty-four  hours* 

Tuesday.— A  week  has  elapsed  since  the  operation ;  he  con- 
tinues to  go  on  well ;  his  general  health  is  good  ;  bowels  r^u* 
lar ;  pus  healthy ;  the  lower  half  of  the  wound  continues  unit*-, 
ed  by  adhesion,  except  where  the  stitches  were  inserted.  The 
upper  half  of  the  wound  is  not  more  than  J  of  an  inch  in  breadth  ; 
granulations  healthy.  The  slough  surrounding  the  upper  ligature 
h  in  part  removed^  and  little  pain  is  complained  of,  though  con- 
siderable pressure  be  applied  to  the  parietes  of  the  abdomen* 

Wednesday.— The  patient  has  been  taking,  night  and  morn- 
ing, during  the  three  last  day^,  pills  containing  half  a  grain  of 
opium,  digitalis,  and  calomel,  and  three  grains  of  rhubarb.  Hisr 
eough  is  now  better ;  he  sleeps  well,  and  had  a  stool  this  morn- 
ing ;  pulse  86 ;  appetite  good  $  discharge  yet  considerable,  but 
healthy. 

Friday. — The  slough  lining  the  aperture  which  I  have  before 
inentioned,  is  come  away ;  discharge  yet  copious ;  has  a  stool 
daily  ;  no  pain  ;  limb  comfortable ;  pulse  84  directly  after  din- 
ner. 

Sunday. — Continues  to  improve ;  discharge  not  so  copious. 

Monday.— Much  as  yesterday;  discharge  greatly  abated ;  gra- 
nulations now  closely  surround  the  upper  ligature ;  the  lower  li- 
gature has  created  little  irritation  ;  the  wound  is  united  around 
it ;  the  pulse  during  the  last  three  days  hats  ranged  from  74  to 
80  ;  tongue  clean  ;  bowels  regular  ;  limb  easy. 

Tuesday,  (the  fourteenth  day). — The  skin  over  the  aneurismal 
tumour  can  be  drawn  up  nearly  two  inches,  though  l^efore  the 
operation  it  was  quite  tense ;  its  contents  are  fluid  ;  the  wound^ 
heals. 

Thiirsday.— The  ligatures  came  away  yesterday  ;  the  patient 
is  allowed  to  sit  up  in  bed,  and  to  mote  the  Hmb  occasionally  ; 
appetite  continues  good  ;  his  bowels  regular. 

It  will  not  be  necessary  to  transcribe  further  the  daily  pro- 
gress which  the  patient  made  towards  recovery.  At  the  end  off 
three  weeksy  the  woui^d  was  little  larger  than  »  pea  ^  the  disf 
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charge  was  trifling.  He  was  now  ^owed  to  get  out  of  bed,  and 
walk  about  the  room  ;  though  very  weak|  there  was  no  percepti- 
ble difference  in  the  strength  or  feeling  of  the  iimbs.  The 
numbness  in  the  thigh,  which  had  become  troublesome  before  the 
operation,  still  continues.  The  tumour  decreased  rapidly,  parti- 
cularly towards  the  spine  of  the  ilium.  At  the  end  of  a  mouthy 
the  swelling  has  decreased  at  least  one-third  ;  the  wound  is  per- 
fectly healed,  and  the  patient  increases  in  strength  daily  ;  he  is 
now  able  to  take  considerable  exercise,  having  walked  nearly  two 
miles  in  one  day ;  the  limbs  are  of  an  equal  strength  and  thickness, 
and  the  numbness  in  the  thigh  quite  removed. 

I  much  regretted  that,  in  this  operation,  I  could  not  adopt  Mr 
Abemethy's  improved  method  of  tying  the  artery  to  its  full  ex- 
tent, since  1  could  not  separate  the  vessel  from  its  connexion, 
sufficiently  to  admit  of  its  division,  without  a  degree  of  violence^ 
which  would  have  more  than  count  erbalaiiced  th^  danger  of  a 
short  space  of  the  tube  (between  the  ligatures)  being  left  sepa- 
rated from  the  surrounding  parts ;  yet  I  am  decidedly  of  (q>ixiion, 
that  the  chance  of  success  from  the  operation  was  diminished  by 
this  occurrence.  I  would,  however,  in  every  case,  apply  a  double 
ligature  upon  the  vessel,  since  the  same  process  which  prevent^ 
the  accession  of  hasmorrhage  by  the  application  of  the  upper  liga- 
ture, would  appear  likely  to  hinder  j>uch  an  occurrence  from  the 
lower  orifice  also ;  and  by  producing  adhesion  of  the  coats  of  the 
vessel  at  two  distinct  points,  you  render  the  ulcerative  process 
less  extensive,  and  confine  it  in  all  likelihood  entirely  to  the 
«pace  between  them. 

The  tumour,  at  the  period  of  the  operation,  extended  from  the 
anterior  superior  spine  of  the  ilium,  to  a  short  distance  from  the 
angle  of  the  pubes ;  and  its  apex  rose  so  high,  that  it  rendered 
Poupart's  ligament  exceedingly  obscure  in  this  space.  This  rapid 
extension  made  me  apprehensive  that  its  basis  would  extend  so 
far  under  the  crural  arch,  that  a  sound  part  of  the  artery  could 
not  be  reached  without  considerable  difficulty.  This  circum- 
stance appears  the  more  likely  to  take  place,  when  we  consider 
the  powerful  resistance  which  the  fascia  of  the  thigh  presents  to 
the  increase  of  the  tumour  beneath  it,  and  the  comparative  faci- 
lity for  its  ascent  upwards,  where  it  meets  with  resistai.ce  chiefly 
firom  the  fasda  iliaca  of  Mr  Cooper.  ,  That  the  proper  sheath  of 
the  femoral  vessels,  in  its  natural  state,  can  contribute  little  to 
prevent  such  an  event,  will  be  easily  conceived,  particularly  if 
we  agree  with  the  same  skilful  surgeon,  that  ail  crural  hernias 
are  protruded,  in  the  first  place,  into  this  sheath,  and  that  the 
openings  for  the  passage  of  the  lymphatic  vessels  are  large  er 
uough  to  allow  their  exit  from  it.  * 
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This  event  took  place  in  Mr  Abernethy's  second  case;  and  that 
it  does  not  more  frequently  occur,  is  owing  to  that  law  which 
Mr  Hunter  first  noticed,  by  which  extraneous  bodies  approach 
towards  the  surface,  rather  man  in  a  lateral  direction,  and  by  the 
pressure  of  the  projected  fluid  producing  condensation  of  the 
parts  around  it. 

The  probability  of  the  aneurismal  sac  participating  in  the  ir- 
ritation which  the  presence  of  the  ligatures  may  produce,  will  be 
In  proportion  to  their  contiguity.  Mr  Abernethy,  therefore^ 
very  judiciously  directs,  that  the  artery  be  tied  as  high  as  possi- 
ble, though  the  difficulty  of  reaching  it  is  thereby  increased,  and 
though  in  such  cases  the  surgeon  must  lay  aside  the  knife,  as  soon 
as  he  is  able  to  reach  the  arterial  sheath,  and  conduct  the  future 
steps  of  the  operation  by  the  finger,  or  by  a  blunt  instrument 
introduced  under  the  artery. 

As  the  ulceration  of  the  aneurismal  sac  would,  in  any  case» 
produce  so  much  constitutional  irritation,  as  would  render  this 
pperation  doubly  hazardous,  (and  from  the  large  size  which  it  at- 
tained in  Barnwell's  case,  almost  certainly  fatal,)  it  cannot,  I 
think,  be  too  strongly  recommended  to  proceed  to  the  pperation 
at  as  early  a  perioa  as  possible ;  that  is,  as  soon  as  the  flow  of 
blood  through  its  natural  channel,  and  the  conseouent  increase 
of  the  collateral  branches,  appears  adequate  to  the  support  of 
vitality  in  the  limb. 

It  is  pleasing' to  refiect,  (because  it  shows  the  favourable  pro- 
gress of  this  branch  of  surgery),  that  though  Cheselden  trusted 
so  little  to  this  power,  that  he  had  difficulty  in  believing  the 
event  when  it  had  taken  place  in  the  arm,  the  judicious  boldness 
of  Mr  Abernethy  has  clearly  demonstrated,  that  the  operation 
may  be  performed  with  safety  in  any  situation,  where  anatomy 
enables  us  to  reach  a  healthy  portion  of  the  artery. 

That  the  supply  of  blood  was  adequate  to  the  proper  nutriment 
of  the  limb,  was  in  this  case  evident  ftom  the  day  of  the  opera-* 
tion ;  although  the  artery  passed  too  near  the  surface  of  the  tu* 
Inour,  and  its  pulsation  downwards  was  too  easily  traced  to  ac}- 
mit  a  supposition  that  the  circulation  through  it  was  much 
impeded.  The  absence  of  extensive  oedema  confirms  this  opi- 
nion, ^nd  is  easily  accounted  for,  by  the  sac  being  almost  entire^ 
ly  external  to  the  femoral  vein. 

The  secondary  fever  was  much  less  than  could  have  been  ex- 
pected, especially  as  the  temperature  of  the  air  in  the  four  or  five 
first  days  after  the  operation,  amounted  to  70°  in  the  shade. 
'    Bun^,  Lancashire^  Sept.  20M,  IBli. 

p.  S. — Siiice  this  operation  I  have  heard  of  a  similar  case  ia 
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this  neighbourhood.    The  patient  was  allowed  to  die  without  any 
effort  to  save  him  by  an  operation. 


•*-^" 


VII. 

Case  of  Erythema  Mercwriale^  accompanied  by  an  Affection  of  the 
Cornea.  By  J.  Nicholson,  M^nber  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons,  London. 

ToHN  SwAiNY,  a  native  of  Ireland,  of  a  spare  habit,  light  eyes 
^  and  hair,  and  a  private  in  the  87th  rect.  was  admitted  into 
the  r^mental  hospital  of  the  Derbyshire  Militia  at  Chelmsford, 
June  6th  1810,  with  chancres  on  the  prepuce  and  phymosis. 
Frictions  with  ung.  hydrarg.  were  immediately  employed ;  and 
a  weak  solution  of  the  hydrarg.  murias  was  injected  between  the 
prepuce  and  glans  penis. 

On  the  10th,  gonorrhoea  supervened.  On  the  ISth,  the  gums 
were  much  affected  by  the  mercury.  On  the  18th,  a  gland  in 
the  right  groin  was  enlarged,  and  tender,  and  he  complained  of 
pain  m  we  penis,  which  was  slightly  swollen  and  inflamed. 
There  was  a  profuse  purulent  discharge  from  the  urethra.  The 
antiphlogistic  regimen  was  enjoined,  with  laxatives,  and  an  emol- 
lient poultice  was  applied  to  the  penis. 

These  smyptoms  continued  without  abatement  till  the  21st,  at 
which  period  hef  had  used  nine  drams  of  ung  hydrarg.,  which 
was  all  the  mercury  employed,  except  two  grains  of  submurias 
hydrarg.  which  were  given  in  combination  with  opium  on  the 
I9th.  On  the  22d,  me  tumefaction  and  inflammation  of  the 
penis  continued.  The  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  the  groins, 
and  upper  part  of  the  thighs,  were  observed  to  be  covered  with 
innumerable  papulae  of  a  bright  red  colour,  accompanied  by  a 
very  distressing  itching  sensation.  Tongue  was  white ;  bowels 
costive;  pulse  120,  quick  and  full;  skin  hot  and  dry,  and  great 
thirst  Eight  ounces  of  blood  were  drawn  from  the  arm,  which 
exhibited  a  few  patches  of  coagulable  lymph  on  the  surface  of  the 
crassamentum.  Before  the  ligature  was  removed,  he  became 
£unt.  A  dose  of  sulphas  magnesias  was  given  ;  and  a  draught 
containing  antimon.  tartaris  and  sulph.  magnesiae  was  orderea  tp 
be  given  every  four  hours.  All  the  ointnjent  was  carefully  wash- 
ed off  the  thighs,  and  his  bedding  changed.  He  was  then  pu| 
ifito  the  warm  bath. 
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The  following  account  is  extracted  from  the  dafily  r^:k>rt8. 
June  2Sd* — False  full  and  frequent;  skin  hot  and  dry;  tongue 
white ;  thirst  continues ;  has  had  several  stools  since  yesterday; 
the  itching  was  much  relieved  by  the  warm  bath.     Tne  inflam- 
mation and  tumefaction  of  the  penis  are  lessened.     The  papute 
are  more  diffused,  and  the  scrotum  is  much  affected. 
Cont.  haust.  ant.  tart.  ^Ct 
Utatur  balneo  (epido. 
24th. — Pulse  120,  skin  hot  and  dry;  tongue  dry,  brown  in 
jthe  centre,  edged  with  white ;  the  tip  and  sides  are  of  a  bright 
red;  great  thirst;  bowels  regular;  urine  high-coJoured.     The 
papulse  continue  to  extend  over  a  larger  surface.     Numerous 
small  vesicles,  containing  a  serous  fluid,  have  appeared  on  the 
thighs  and  lower  part  of  the  abdomen*     The  itching  is  not  fo 
distressing ;  but  he  is  very  restless.    Let  him  have  baney- water, 
acidulated  with  potassae  supertartris,  to  drink, 
Cont.  haust.  4ta  quaque  hora. 
26tlk — The  erythema  nas  become  universal;  itching  less  dis- 
stressing;  desquamation  from  part  of  the  thighs,  and  lower  part  of 
the  abdomen ;  the  paipebrse  and  tarsi  are  swollen  and  inflamed. 
The  other  symptoms  remain  as  on  the  24th. 

Cont.  haust.  ant  tart,  sine  sulph.  magnes.  et  cum  addit.  acet« 
potassae  9j. 

Amle  tinct.  opii  gtt.  xxv.  haustui  vespertino. 
Utatur  balneo  tepido  p.  m. 
28th. — »A  slight  exudation  from  the  groins  and  scrotum  ap^ 
peared  yesterday ;  it  is  now  increased  in  quantity,  and  become 
Ichorous.     Cont.  haust.  Applic.  arayl.  contrit  vesiculis. 

30th. — The  pulse  is  small,  soft,  and  frequent ;  tongue  moist* 
er  and  cleaner ;  bowels  open.     Desquamation  and  discharge  go 
pn.     The  palpebrae  are  less  swollen,  but  there  is  exudation  from 
|hem.     Dozes  much.     Omit,  haust.  ant.  tart. 
B,  Decoct,  cinchonas  5^iii. 
Ext  cinchonas  3ii. 
Acid  sulph.  dil.  Siss. 
Capt  %\  4ta  quaque  hora. 
Vini  rub.  |iv.  quotidie  sura. 
9>  Tinct.  opii  gtt.  xxx.  e  mist,  camph.  §i.  h.  s.  sumend. 
July  2, — The  inflammation  of  the  tarsi  is  increased.     Pulse 
soft  and  frequent.     The  teeth  and  gums  are  covered  with  sordes. 
Exudation  from  various  parts  of  the  body.    There  is  not  more 
fetor  than  is  usually  attendant  on  a  mercurial  sore  mouth. 
|Jowels  costive.     Cont  cinchona. 

Cont.  vini  rub.  Jviii  per  diem. 
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]$>  Cerat.  calaminse,  olei  amygd.  a  ix.  tarsis  applic. 
Cont.  amyL  contr. 

4th. — Pulse  96,  regular.  Skin  feels  soft  where  the  cuticle  has 
separated.  Desquamation  goes  on  ;  but  there  is  very  little  exu- 
dation. Tongue  clean  and  dry.  The  appetite  has  been  Very 
much  impaired  during  the  disease,  but  is  now  improving.  He 
had  a  copious  stool  yesterday  from  ol.  ricini  Jss. 

Both  eyes  have  a  very  unusual  appearance,  which  has  come  on 
during  the  night.  The  corneas  have  nearly  lost  their  transpa- 
rency, and  appear  dry,  exactly  resembling  an  eye  which  has 
been  exposed  to  the  air  for  some  time  after  death.  He  conti- 
nues to  doze  much,  but  answers  questions  readily,  and  does  not 
complain  of  any  uneasiness  or  inconvenience  from  the  aiFection 
of  the  corneas.     Cont.  medicin. 

6th. — Pulse  soft  and  frequent;  tongue  clean  and  dry;  boweb 
regular;  inflammation  of  the  tarsi  much  lessened ;  corneas  remain. 
as  described  on  the  4th.  The  cuticle  is  entirely  desquamated. 
There  is  only  a  slight  discharge  from  the  scrotum  remaining. 
Cpnt.  med. 

8th. — Pulse  96,  soft;  tongue  dry;  bowels  costive;  says  he  feelt 
well,  except  his  mouth,  which  is  still  sore ;  he  is  very  much  de« 
bilitated;  the  comeae  are  regaining  their  natural  appearance; 
T^  Ol.  ricini  5vi«  statim  sum. 
Cont.  vaeA. 

12th. — Pulse  80;  skin  dry;  tongue  clean  and  moist;  appetite 
good ;  bowels  regular ;  corneae  perfectly  transparent ;  the  phy- 
mosis  continues,  with  slight  purulent  discharge  ;  he  had  porter 
tbii.  per  diem,  instead  of  wine,  and  some  animal  food.  He  takes 
the  cinchona  twice  a- day. 

28th. — la  daily  improving  in  streng^th ;  complains  of  much 
pain  in  the  left  hip,  and  has  difficulty  in  moving  the  thigh. 

The  pain  of  the  hip  soon  left  him,  and  he  regained  the  per- 
fect use  of  the  thigh.  His  recovery  was  slow,  and  was  retarded 
by  two  febrile  attacks.  He  was  discharged  from  the  hospital  on 
i9th  September,  free  irom  disease,  though  not  strong  enough 
for  duty,  to  accompany  the  detachment  to  which  he  belonged  on 
its  march  into  Staftbrdshire. 

Hythey  KerU,  Sti  Oct.  ISIU 
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Via 

Case  of  Wounded  Diaphragm.    By  Alexander  Boyle,  A.  M* 

Surgeon,  62d  Regt.  of  Foot. 

"IXr.  G.,  a  man  about  40  years  of  age,  much  addicted  to  the  use 
^^  of  wine,  was,  on  the  2d  of  January  1810,  soon  after  dia- 
xier,  suddenly  seized  wich  violent  pain,  which  he  referred  to  the 
epigastrium ;  and  which  was  immediately  followed  by  nausea  and 
.vomiting.  I  saw  him,  about  an  hour  after  he  was  attacked,  when 
the  inclination  to  vomit  still  continued,  and  he  began  to  com« 
plain  of  cold  and  chilliness.  The  pain  in  the  region  of  the  sto- 
mach did  not  now  appear  so  exquisite  as  at  first;  nor  was  it  evi- 
dently increased  by  moderate  pressure.  There  was  no  tension 
of  the  belly ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  I  remarked  an  extraordinary 
hollowness,  or  drawing  in,  about  the  umbilicus.  He  complained 
greatly  of  thirst;  his  tongue  was  dry,  and  chopped,  and  had  a 
bright  glossy  hue.  He  told  me  he  nad  had  a  regular  motion  of 
his  Dowels  tne  same  morning.  His  skin  was  hot  and  dry;  and 
the  temperature  about  98^,  His  pulse  w\s  full  and  hard,  and 
90  in  the  minute.  Though  the  symptoms  varied  a  little  from 
those  usually  met  with  in  gastric  or  intestinal  inflammation, 
there  still  appeared  such  characteristic  marks,  as  determined  me, 
by  a  vigorous  treatment,  to  guard  against  the  fallacious  nature 
v^hich  those  complaints  sometimes  assume.  Twenty-six  ounces  of 
blood  were  taken  from  the  arm  ;  and  the  evacuation  would  have 
been  carried  still  farther,  had  I  not  been  obh'ged  tp  desist,,  on 
observing  a  tendency  to  deliquium  coming  on.  He  was  put  into 
a  tepid  bath  ;  he  took  an  ounce  oioL  ricm}  i  and  a  large  enem^ 
was  thrown  up.  The  oil  was  immediately  rejected ;  but,  on  his 
coming  out  ot  the  bath,  he  had  two  copious  stools.  After  this, 
the  pain  was  not  sensibly  abated,  and  the  smallest  quantity  of 
fluid,  received  into  the  stomach,  ^as  instantly  rejected*  In  this 
state  he  continued  the  whole  night.  Towards  morning,  he  had 
another  evacuation  by  stool ;  he  appeared  cheerful,  and  said  he 
felt  no  pain.  These  symptoms,  however,  did  not  deceive  me; 
his  pulse  was  scarcely  to  be  felt,  and  cold  drops  of  sweet  bedew- 
ed his  forehead,  plainly  announcing  the  fast  approach  of  deaih» 
^hich  happened  soon  after. 
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Appearances  on  Dissection,  ' 

On  opening  the  abdomen,  there  appeared  an  extraordinary  de- 
rangement of  parts.  The  stomach  first  presented  itself,  distend- 
ed with  fluid  to  a  most  enormous  size,  and  occupying  nearly 
the  whole  cavity.  It  appeared  to  be  somewhat  drawn  from  its 
natural  situation,  and  approached  so  closely  to  thepubesj  that  the 
fingers  could  scarcely  pass  between  them.^  With  the  exception 
4)f  a  few  minute  red  points  externally,  the  stomach  exhibited  no 
other  marks  of  inflammation.  The  stomach  being  now  raised  up, 
the  diaphragm  presented  a  convex  surface  towards  the  abdomen. 
It  was  very  tense ;  and  the  whole  volume  of  intestines  which 
is  not  bound  closely  to  the  spine  by  the  mesentery,  was  found  to 
have  passed  through  a  preternatural  opening  in  the  muscular  part 
of  the  diaphragm,  on  the  left  side.  On  opening  the  thorax,  it 
was  found  to  contain  several  quarts  of  fluid,  no  doubt  secreted 
on  the  vast  surface  of  inflamed  intestine,  found  lodged  within 
that  cavity  5  none,  however,  was  found  in  the  abdomen  5  its 
escape  from  the  thorax  being,  no  doubt,  prevented  by  the  pressure 
of  the  parts  upon  the  orifice,  acting  in  the  manner  of  a  valve. 
Both  lobes  of  the  lungs  were  of  a  pale  colour,  and  studded  with 
small  purple  spots.  The  left  lung  was  compressed  into  one- 
third  of  its  natural  size,  and  was  confined  to  the  upper  part  of 
the  cavity,  while  the  lower  part  of  the  chest  was  completely  oc- 
cupied by  the  displaced  intestines.  The  duodenum  showed  no 
marks  of  disease,  and  retained  its  natural  situation.  T!\ie  jejunum^ 
however,  the  whole  of  the  ileunij  (except  about  eight  inches)  and 
the  transverse  portion  of  the  colon,  had  passed  through  this  pre- 
ternatural opening.  These  parts  were  of  a  livid  blue  colour, 
but  of  firm  texture;  and,  on  several  parts  of  the  mesentery,  and 
mesocolon,  which  were  loaded  with  fat,  there  appeared  large, 
red,  and  livid  blotches.  The  opening  easily  admitted  two  fin- 
gers ;  and  the  omentum,  which  had  also  passed  through  it,  and 
adhered  firmly  to  the  adjacent  parts,  was  convoluted  round  the 
colon  in  a  singular  manner,  and  nearly  invested  the  whole  of  the 
protruded  intestine,  in  a  sort  of  pouch  or  sac.  The  edge  of  the 
orifice  was  smooth,  and  had  a  ligamentous  hardness.  It  did  not 
embrace  the  parts  so  firmly  as  to  produce  strangulation  of  the 
gut^  and  the  intestinal  tube  was  quite  pervious. 

All  around  the  margin  of  the  opening,  strong  membranous 
productions  of  considerable  length  were  observed,  stretching  out, 
and  forming  attachments  to  the  pleura  costalis,  the  mediastinum, 
and  some  paris  of  the  intestines.  My  attempts  to  account  for 
the  singularity  of  these  appearances,  brought  to  my  recollection 
Jhat  this  man,  about  eleven  months  before,  bad  received  a  wound 


)  .1 


44  Mr  Boyle'5  Cfise  of  Wounded  Diaphragm.  Jan. 

in  the  left  side,  between  the  sixth  and  seventh  rib,  passing  obh'que* 
]y  downwards*  He  was  brought  to  the  hospital  about  midnight. 
A  small  portion  of  soft  cellular  membrane  protruded  from  the 
wound.  The  wound  was  dilated  in  order  to  facilitate  the  return 
of  the  protruded  part,  but  was  healed  in  a  few  days,  without  the 
appearance  of  any  bad  symptom.  About  seven  months  after  he 
had  received  thid  injury,  he  complained  of  slight  disorder  in  his 
bowels,  but  of  which  he  soon  recovered.  ITiis,  I  believe,  was 
the  first  time  he  had  complained  since  the  wound  was  inflicted. 
From  this  time,  however,  he  became  less  able  to  bear  fatigue  ; 
he  could  not  stand  erect  without  feeling  some  uneasiness ;  res-* 
piration  was  affected ;  and  even  moderate  exercise  was  supported 
with  difficulty. 

Observations. 
From  the  days  of  Hippocrates,  wounds  of  the  diaphragm  have 
been  deemed  mortal.  The  above  case,  however,  presents  one 
instance,  wherein  this  event  did  not  immediately  follow  ;  and  in 
which  it  did  not  ultimately  seem  to  have  depended  so  much  upon 
the  mere  injury  inflicted  on  the  part,  a^  upon  the  future  derange- 
ment to  which  the  wound  gave  origin.  Some  instances  are  re* 
lated  by  Morgagni,  in  which  wounds  passing  through  the  mus- 
cular part  of  the  diaphragm  are  said  to  have  healed ;  which  hap- 
py circumstance,  in  the  case  now  related,  appears  to  have  been 
1)revented  by  the  interposition  of  the  omentum,  which  speedily 
brmed  attachments  within  the  cavity  of  the  thorait ;  and  the 
coalescence  of  the  edges  of  the  wound  around  this  substance, 
was  seemingly  inteirupted  by  the  constant  action  of  this  muscle, 
in  performing  the  office  of  respiration.  Except  the  protrusion 
of  a  small  portion  of  the  omentum,  no  symptom  appeared,  usu- 
ally supposed  io  denote  injury  of  this  part.  There  was  neither 
hiccup  nor  paraphr^iiti» ;  and  the  respiration  did  not  become 
affected  until  seven  months  afierwards,  when,  it  is  probable, 
the  vast  volume  of  intestine  accumulated  in  the  thorax,  in  some 
degree  impeded  the  action  of  the  heart.  In  all  the  cases  which 
camennder  the  immediate  inspection  of  Morgagni,  the  wound  of 
the  diaphragm  was  complicated  with  wounds  of  other  important 

Earts,  as  of  the  heart,  lungs,  and  stomach;  and  they  all,  as  might 
e  expected,  very  soon  terminated  fatally. 

Mt^lazzo,  29lhAugus$f  181 U 


1812.      Dr  Sbute's  Case  <^ Chorea  eured  ty  Purgatives,'        47 


IX. 


Case  of  Chorea  cured  by  Purgative  Medicines^  communicated  to 
Dr  J.  Hamilton  senior,  by  Hakdwicke  S«ute,  M.  D. 
Physician,  Bath. 

^HE  prejudices  entertained  by  very  high  medical  authorities 
-■-  a^inst  the  use  of  purgatives  in  chorea,  at  least  to  any  con- 
siderable extent,  can  only  be  effectually  counteracted  by  an  ac- 
eumulation  of  evidence  to  the  contrary ;  and  in  this  point  of 
view,  every  impartial  history  of  this  disease  and  its  treatment 
becomes  interesting.  The  opinion  very  generally  entertained, 
that  the  free  use  of  purgatives  will  always  induce  a  great  degree 
of  debility,  has  so  strongly  prepossessed  the  minds  of  practi- 
tioners in  general,  that  nothing,.  I  believe,  but  individual  expe- 
rience  can  fully  prove  it  to  be  erroneous. 

The  person  whose  case  I  am  now  to  record,  was  a  female  of  a 
constitution  rather  delicate  than  otherwise,  and  indining  to  the 
sanguineous  temperament;  she  complained  but  once  of  weak- 
ness ;  but  the  state  of  the  pulse,  and  other  circumstances,  in- 
duced me  to  persevere  in  the  practice  I  had  adopted,  and  the 
complaint  was  not  repeated.  No  tonic  remedies  were  had  re- 
course to  after  the  removal  of  the  spasms,  as  nothing  occurred 
to  indicate  their  use.  The  obstinacy  of  the  complaint  under  a 
different  treatment,  as  it  occurred  nve  years  ago, — the  period 
of  its  recurrence,  (this  being  considered  as  a  disease  almost  pe- 
culiar to  children) — the  violence  and  speedy  removal  of  the  sym- 
ptoms, as  well  as  the  great  advantage  derived  from  the  use  of 
purgatives,  cannot  escape  observation. 

August  29.  1811. — Miss  in  her  21st  year,  is  affected 

with  constant  and  violent  irregular  motions  of  the  arms,  legs,, 
head,  and  occasionally  trunk  of  the  body.  The  right  arm  is 
chiefly  affected,  and  much  bruised  from  the  repeated  blow^  it 
receives.  The  spasms  continue  during  sleep,  which  is  short 
and  disturbed.  The  speech  is  hurried,  and  very  inarticulate ; 
the  belly  irregular ;  appetite  much  impaired ;  the  pulse  calm, 
fud  not  affected  by  the  spasms.  The  catameniae  are  regular, 
and  disappeared  a  few  days  previous  to  the  attack.  Miss  — ' 
was  affected  with  a  disease  very  similar  to  her  present  complaints, 
five  years  aj?o,  which  continued  fifteen  weeks.  iShe  has  been  ill 
itbout  ten  d^ys,  is  now  confined  to  bed,  and  has  taken  some 
^ning  medicines  and  assafcetida. 
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?6  Hydrargyri  submuriatis  gr.  v. 
Jalaps?  pulveris  gr.  xv. 

Confect.  rosae  canin.  q.  s.  ut  fiant  pilulse  No.iv. — ^hora 
somni  sumondae  \ — et  eras  primp  mane  habeat  misturam  ex 
Infus.  sennae  f  iij. 
Tincturae  senniB, 
Potassae  sulphatifi  aa  %  ss. 

30th.-*The  medicine  has  been  taken ;  the  alvine  evacuation 
is  copious,  fluid,  dark,  and  scybalous.  The  spasms  are  not  so 
violent,  the  left  side  being  chiefly  afiected.  Sleep  is  more  com* 
posed. 

%>  Massae  pilul.  aloeticarum  (Ph.  Ed.)  f  ss.  Divide  in  pi- 
lulas  xlviii,  quarum  sumantur  tres  hora  somni,  et  eras  mane  re« 
petantur. 

31st. — The  alvine  evacuation  is  less  copious,  but  in  other  re- 
spects the  same  as  yesterday.  The  spasms  are  less  violent,  and 
the  symptoms,  on  the  whole,  are  a  little  abated. 

Repetantur  pilulae  aloeticas  No.  iii.  quarta  quaque  hora. 

Sept.  1st.— One  drachm  of  the  aloetic  mass  has  been  taken  ; 
the  alvine  evacuation  is  the  same  as  yesterday ;  but  the  spasms 
are  much  aggravated.  The  patient  complains  of  weakness,  but 
the  pulse  is  calm,  and  moderately  firm. 

Continueutur  pilulae  aioeticae  ut  hen. 

2d.— One  drachm  of  the  aloetic  mass  has  been  taken,  but  the 
«]vine  evacuation  is  scanty  and  scybalous,  though  of  more  natu- 
ral colour  than  hitherto.  The  patient  left  her  bed  this  morning, 
and  has  been  walking  in  the  garden.  The  right  foot  is  not  rais- 
ed from  the  ground  in  walking,  though  it  is  hree  from  any  spas- 
modic motion,  which  is  almost  entirely  confined  to  the  flexores 
digitorum  of  the  left  hand.     She  is  in  every  respect  better. 

Repetatur  eras  mane  itiistura  e  senna  ut  antea  preescripta ;  et 
continuenter  pilulse  aloeticse. 

3d. — The  alvine  evacuation  is  more  copious  than  yesterday, 
but  in  other  respects  the  same.  The  convulsive  motions  are  a 
little  increased. 

Habeat  pilulas  aloeticas  No.  iii.  mane  et  vespere. 

5th, — -The  pills  have  been  continued  as  directed  \  the  evacua- 
tions are  fluid,  less  scybalous,  and  more  natural  in  appearance 
than  hitherto.  The  convulsive  motions  are  nearly  gone.  Con- 
tinuentur  piluke  u.  a. 

7th.— I  found  my  patient  working  with  her  needle,  and  free 
from  spasms.     Cont.  pilulse  mane  et  vespere* 

9lh. — Continues  well. 
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12th. — Continues  w^IL     Habeat  pilulas  aloeticasi  quarum  au- . 
geatur  vel  minuatur  dosis  ut  res  requirant. 
19tb. — No  return  <^  complaints. 
Bath,  Nov.  16th,  1811. 


X. 

Obseroations  upon  Venereal  Disease,     By  J.  Peake,  Member  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons^  London. 

nnHERE  has  been  a  doubt  in  the  minds  of  medical  practitioners^ 
-*■  whether  those  symptoms  of  venereal  disease,  termed  second^ . 
ary^  as  venereal  sore  throat,  &c.  can  come  on  antecedently  to 
some  local  a£Pection  from  the  application  of  venereal  virus,  pro- 
ducing ulceration  or  chancre* 

Some  cases  have  come  under  my  own  immediate  notice  and 
care,  which  will,  I  think,  warrant  a  belief,  that  ^an  absorption 
of  the  virus  may  take  place,  without  producing  sny  local  effect; 
and  that  bubo,  and  even  ulceration  of  the  throat,  may  be,  as  it 
were,  the  primary  seat  of  the  disease. 

A  younff  man  lately  consulted  me  for  the  cure  of  two  buboes ; 
in  the  groin,  which  nad  existed  there  for  two  or  three  montba , 
previousl]^^  they  had  proceeded  onto  suppuration,  and  discharg- 
ed now  a  thin  offensive  kind  of  matter  $  below  one  of  them  was 
a  swelling,  which  contained  pus,  but  deep-seated.     This  I  after- 
wards opened,  and  let  out  a  considerable  quantity.     He  com- 
plained  to  me  also  of  sore  throat,  and,  upon  inspection,  I  noticed 
upon  the  tonsil  glands  on  each  side,  ulcerations  decidedly  cha- 
racteristic of  venereal  sore  or  chancre.     These  ulcerations,  he 
said,  tBxne  on  as  soon  as  matter  had  formed  in  the  buboes,  and 
had  continued  ever  since.     I  questioned  him  partici^arly  as  to  his 
having  any  sore  upon  the  penis  preceding  these  symptoms ;  and » 
he  assured  me  most  positively  that  he  never  had.     I  then  exa- 
mined the  penis,  but  could  not  discover  the  least  appearance  of* 
duincre  or  sore  having  been  there ;  he  had  never  before  any  ve-r . 
nereal  afiectiod  whatever;  and  the  symptoms  under  which  be  now 
laboured,  neither  he,  nor  the  medical  attendant,  under  whose  care 
he  had  been  for  some  time,  suspected  to  arise  from  such  a  cause, 
until,  finding  himself  worse  under  the  prescribed  remedies,  he 
Was  induced  to  procure  some  mercurial  pilL>  from  an  advertising 
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quack  in  London,  and,  after  takin?^  one  box,  h^  found  his  mouth 
ftore,  and  his  throat  considerably  better. 

I  advised  him  to  undergo  a  regular  course  of  mercury,  and  in 
the  course  of  a  very  short  time,  he  perceived  its  beneficial  effects. 
The  throat  became  well.  The  glands  in  the  groin  healed,  but 
there  was  still  a  discharge  from  the  sore  which  had  formed  be- 
low one  of  them.  This  gradually  gave  way  to  the  medicine^ 
and,  in  the  course  of  five  or  six  weeks  he  perfectly  recovered. 

Some  few  yedrs  ago,  I  was  requested  by  a  medical  student  to 
give  my  opinion  upon  some  slight  ulcerations  on  the  one  side  of 
the  uvula,  and  upon  both  tonsil  glands,  which  he  suspected, 
from  their  appearance,  to  be  incipient  venereal  sore  throat.. 
Upon  sedng  them  I  was  decidedly  of  that  opinion,  and  indeed 
so  were  others  much  accustomed  to  see  practice  of  this  kind. 
How  they  could  arise,  he  was  much  at  a  loss  to  kpow  \  he  had 
had  a  venereal  complaint  twelve  months  before;  but  he  had  un- 
dergone for  it  a  regular  mercurial  course.  The  affection  at  that 
time  consisted  alone  in  a  small  chancre  \  which,  as  soon  as  he 
perceived,  he  immediately  commenced  a  regular  cpurse  of  mer- 
cury ;  and  in  the  course  of  ten  days  it  healed,  but  he  continued 
under  the  influence  of  the  medicine  for  three  weeks  after.  He 
had  never  before  or  since  any  venereal  affection.  He  hesitated 
now  a  short  time,  to  commence  another  mercurial  course,  and 
the  disease  began  to  extend  itself  rapidly  ;  he  at  length  consent- 
ed to  its  adoption,  and  si>on  perceived  its  good  effects.  He  per- 
severed until  the  ulcerations  were  perfectly  healed,  and  has  re- 
mained well  ever  since. 

A  gentleman  is  at  present  under  my  care  who  has  a  venereal 
bubo  in  the  groin  ;  it  has  suppurated,  and  discharges  a  thin  of- 
fensive kind  of  matter.  Has  had  no  affection  of  the  throat ;  but 
when  lie  first  applied  to  me,  the  sore  was  extending  itself  rapid- 
ly. He  assures  me  positively,  that  he  never  had  any  sore  upon 
the  penis,  and  never  before  any  venereal  affection,  except  some 
months  ago  a  slight  gonorrhoea.  I  have  placed  him  under  a  re- 
gular mercurial  course,  and  he  is  getting  well  very  fast. 

The  late  Mi  Huntt  r»  in  his  work  on  venereal  disease,  observes^ 
**  that  the  venertal  poison  may  be  absorbed  without  producing 
local  effects  ;  "  but  he  farther  adds,  *•  it  must  be  allowed,  sucn 
instances  are  very  rare  \  and  if  we  were  to  examine  the  parts  ve- 
ry carefully,  or  inquire  of  the  patients  very  stricily,  probably  a 
small  chancre  might  be  discovered  to  have  been  the  cause." 

I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  the  veracity  of  the  statement  made 
by  the  different  persons  whose  cases  I  have  just  related.  In  two 
of  them,  no  local  affection  of  lues  venerea  could  be  traced  ;  yet 
they  had  buboes  and  other  venereal  symptoms,  which  arise  from 


* 

ISi^,      Mr  Peake^s  Ob$erveaions  upon  Venereal  Dixase.        A& 

the  absorption  into  the  constitution  of  the  venereal  poiso  k  In 
the  third  case,  the  disease,  it  is  found,  had  existed  twelve  tnonths' 
b^bre;  yet  if  mercury  will  cure  it,  a  just  and  fair  inference  '>ay, 
I  think,  be  drawn,  that  it  was  then  cured » (without  taking  other- 
wise into  consideration  the  length  of  time  which  the  virus  must 
have  remained  inert  in  the  system) ;  and  that  this,  as  weH  as  the 
other  two  cases,  arose  from  the  absorptioh  of  the  poison,  with- 
out its  producing  a  local  effect. 

Chipping  Ongar^  Essex,  Nov*  Sth,  1811. 
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Case  in  which  the  Beneficial  effects  of  Friction,  as  recommended  It^ 
Mr  Grosvenor,  of  Oafordy  were  strongly  exemplified.  Com- 
municated by  Dk  Duncan,  Senior. 

OF  all  the  new  modes  of  treating  diseases,  which  have  of  late 
obtained  great  celebrity  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  no  one, 
in  roy  opinion,  is  productive  of  more  beneficial  effect,  than  the 
assiduous  application  of  friction,  in  the  manner  introduced  by  Mr 
Grosvenor,  of  Oxford.  Some  years  ago  my  worthy  friend  Dr 
Wall,  of  Oxford,  favoured  Yne  with  a  particular  account  of  Mr 
Grosvenor's  manner  of  employing  friction,  which  had  been  sue 
cessfully  employed  in  the  case  of  Dr  WalFs  own  daughter.  Since 
that  I  have  frequently  directed  it,  and,  I  think,  in  many  cases 
with  benefit.  But  of  all  the  cases  of  which  I  have  ever  heard, 
that  of  which  an  account  is  given  in  the  following  letter,  affords 
the  most  wonderful  and  unexpected  instance  of  recovery  by  means 
of  friction.  As  the  letter  is  written  by  a  lady  of  great  discern- 
ment, and  a  most  afiectionate  mother,  I  shall  make  no  apology  for 
requesting  that  you  will  give  it  a  place  in  your  Journal,  in  her 
own  words. 

To  Dr  Duncan,  senior,  Edinburgh,,  ' 
"  I  doubt,  my  dear  doctor,  you  will  feel  some  surprise  at  now 
receiving  a  letter  from  an  old  acquaintance,  after  such  an  inter- 
val of  silence ;  but  I  must  confess,  that  my  recollection  of  your 
kindness  and  attention  to  ray  family  during  our  residence  in  Edin- 
burgh, is  so  strong,  that  I  cannot  resist  my  desire  of  renewing 
your  recollection  of  us — more  particularly,  as  I  have  a  most  fia- 
vourable  account  to  give  of  your  little  patient  Margaret,  who  got 
the  bad  knee,  after  the  scarlatina  she  had,  when  in  Albany  Street. 
I  believe  the  last  time  I  wrote  to  you,  was  to  take  you^  advice  for 
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her,  in  1807,  from  St  John's  in  Yorkshire.  During  our  stay  in 
that  county,  Margaret  got  infinitely  worse  j  the  knee  swelled  to 
a  great  size ;  the  lower  part  of  the  limb  became  proportionably 
wasted  ;  her  health  gave  way ;  general  debility,  loss  of  appetite, 
quick  pulse,  morning  perspirations,  and  heightened  complexion, 
seemed  to  portend  the  most  unhappy  termination. 

"  Mr  Hey,  of  Leeds,  a  surgeon  of  eminence,  visited  her,  and 
seemed  to  think  very  badly  of  the  case.  He  recommended  aq  inv- 
mediate  removal  to  the  sea^shore,  and  to  a  warmer  situation. 
We  removed  ,tp  Parkgate,  in  Cheshire,  in  May  1 808 — and  Marga- 
r,et  received  considerablebenefit  from  sea  air,  bathing,  and  exercise. 
Her  general  health  seemed  established,  and  we  remained  there 
with  her  till  late  in  the  month  of  October.  That  winter  passed 
tolerably  with  her,  in  Chester ;  but  in  the  spring  she  got  bad 
again.  We  brought  her  to  Buxton,  in  March,  and  from  that  to 
Parkgate,  in  June,  1809;  the  air  and  water  seemed  to  have 
the  same  beneficial  efiect  on  her  general  health  ;  but  she  was 
not  better  of  her  lameness ;  on  tne  contrary,  the  leg  was  so 
contracted,  so  incapable  of  bearing  any  part-  of  the  weight  of  her 

•  body,  or,  indeed,  of  touching  the  ground,  that  she  was  obliged  to 
use  a  crutch ;  her  knee  was  frequently  bled  with  leeches,  and  tepid 
water  poured  over  it,  according  to  the  directions  of  Dr  Monro^ 
while  calomel,  hemlock,  lime,  &c.  were  tried  without  any  suc- 

■  tess.     Still,  however,  there  was  no  sore;  and  assured  of  the  conse- 

•  quences  which  might  arise  frbm  the  skin  beivg  broken,  I  was  par- 
ticularly careful  never  to  let  any  remedy  be  used,  likely  to  pro- 
duce that  eflFect ;  of  course  there  was  neither  blisters,  caustic?,  nor 
issues.  Appearances,  however,  indicated  that  sores  could  not  long 
be  prevented,  the  knee  got  very  much  discoloured,  and  pointed  in 
several  places,  underneath  and  among  the  tendons  on  one  side. 

"  Under  these  circumstances  she  was  seen  by  the  elder  Dr  Currie 
of  this  city,  who  mentioned  to  me  Mr  John  Grosvenor,  a  surgeon 
of  eminence  in  Oxford,  as  a  person  whom  he  knew  to  have  per- 
formed some  remarkable cures^  I  wrote  to  him  stating  Margaret's 
situation,  and  though  be  gave  me  little,  or  indeed  no  encourage- 
ment, (for  h6  said  it  was  in  incipient  cases  his  plan  was  mostly 
beneficial),  I  brought  her  to  Oxford,  December  1809.  After  stay- 
ing with  her  a  few  weeks,  and  Mr  Grosvenor's  telling  me  **  ke 
had  cured  as  bad^"  I  took  a  lodging  for  her,  and  left  her  with -a 
confidential  servant  under  Mr  wosvenor's  carei 

"  The  result  was,  that  she  escaped  the  usual  spring  attack,  and 
at  the  end  of  seven  months,  in  July  following,  returned  to  me, 
walking  without  either  crutch  or  stick,  laying  her  heel  flat  to  the 
grouna,  and  with  but  little  lameness,  which  a  constant  persever- 
ance since  in  his  mode  of  treatment  has  cnthely  removed.     She  i# 
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tit  this  moment  perfectly  free  from  lameness,  or  disease  of  any 
kind ;  that  leg  as  large^as  the  other,  and"  little,  or  no  difference 
in  the  figure  of  the  knee. 

*^  Friction,  exercise  on  foot,  and  the  occasional  use  of  calomel, 
were  the  only  remedies  used,  and  are  to  be  continued  till  she  at- 
tains her  full  growth, — she  is  now  in  her  13th  year.  I  know,  my 
dear  doctor,  from  my  former  experience,  that  you  will  sympathize 
with  Mr  W,  and  me,  in  the  happy  termination  of  a  disease  which 
I  began  to  consider  as  incurable. 

Chester^  September  2^th^  1811. 


XII. 

Observations  on  the  occurrence  of  Small-pox  after  Ccns^pox.  By 
Thomas  Charles  Haden,  Surgeon  to  the  Derbyshire  Ge- 
neral Infirmary. 

>  . 

Tt  is  somewhat  Battering  to  our  National  vanity,  thdt,  in  Great 
-*•  Britain,  nearly  the  whole  of  those  discoveries  have  had  their 
birth,  to  which  natural  philosophy  and  medicine  owe  their  pre- 
sent reputation  and  advancement;  and  while  We  glory  in  the 
names  of  Bacon,  of  Newton,  of  Priestley,  and  of  Harvey,  we 
feel  ourselves  bound  to  express  a  just  indignation  at  the  male- 
volence of  those,  whose  unfounded  assertions  threw  a  cloud  over 
the  latter  days  of  the  last  mentioned  philosopher,  and  made  his 
excellent  labours  the  ruin  of  his  own  happiness,  in  place  of  being 
to  him  a  source  of  wealth  and  of  splendid  reputation.  Thus, 
then,  we  can  appreciate  the  severity  of  that  opposition,  which 
must  have  borne  so  hard  upon  the  mild  feelings  dnd  candid  mo- 
desty of  Harvey  ;  and  yet,  too  many  of  uM  have  not  hesitated  td 
plav  the  same  part  towards  one,  whbse  name,  in  future  ages^ 
will  be  mentioned  with  the  same  veneration  as  that  of  his  im- 
mortal prototype.  Alike  in  their  niotive^,  in  their  dispositions,' 
and  in  \\i^\x  characters;  the  time  is  not  far  distant,  when  the 
names  of  Harvey  and  of  Jenner  will  becJome  inseparable  in  the 
remembrance  of'^an  admiring  posterity ;  fbr,  although  the  former 
physiologist  has.  more  extensively  contributed  to  the  accuracy 
of  our  pathological  reasonings,  yet  the  direct  manner  in  which 
Dr  Jenner's  discovery  bears  upon  the  dearest  interests  of  huma- 
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nity,  will  secure  to  his  memory  a  veneration  to  be  felt  by  all 
mankind. 

At  present,  however,  it  is  impossible  not  to  associate  with  the 
recollection  of  Jenner,  a  feeling  of  shame  at  the  neglect  with 
which  he  has  been  treated  by  his  ungrateful  countrymen.  He 
has,  in  his  native  land,  been  reviled  by  individuals,  and  though 
rewarded  by  the  legislature,  their  inadequate  boon  was  embitter- 
ed by  illiberal  opposition  ;  whilst,  in  the  country  of  his  heredi- 
tary enemy,  statues  have  been  raised  to  his  honour,  and  the  most 
ample  respect  paid  to  his  invaluable  services.  But  still,  he  has, 
even  here,  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  his  merits  are  appre- 
ciated properly  by  every  thinking  and  unprejudiced  person  }  and, 
when  he  contemplates  the  changes  which  his  labours  have  pro- 
duced in  almost  every  other  part  of  the  civilized  world,  he  must 
forget,  for  a  moment,  the  outward  mortifications  he  experiences 
at  home,  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  feeling  more  productive  of  hap- 
piness than  the  most  exquisite  gratifications  of  this  sublunary 
world. 

Happily,  it  is  becoming  unnecessary  to  add  to  that  evidence, 
which  has  established  the  efficacy  of  the  cow-pox  inoculation  ; 
but  it  is  still  useful  to  extend  our  knowledge  on  the  subject,  un- 
til we  can  with  certainty  determine  the  precise  value  of  its  ef- 
fects upon  the  human  constitution.  The  following  statement, 
therefore,  of  cases  which  occurred  in  the  practice  of  my  friend 
Mr  Cade,  surgeon  of  Spondon,  will  stand  in  need  of  no  apo- 
logy. 

For  several  years,  the  village  of  Burrowash  had  remained  free 
from  small-pox  infection,  in  consequence  of  the  cow-pox  inocu- 
lation having  been  verv  generally  practised ;  when  Anne  Wood, 
10  years  old,  who  had  had  the  cow-pox  8  years  before,  came 
from  Birmingham  on  November  7th  1810. 

This  child  sickened  on  November  8th,  continued  feverish  for 
about  three  days,  and  then  broke  out  with  the  smaltpox.  The 
pustules  were  small,  but  they  came  to  a  head,  and  began  to  de- 
cline on  the  fourth  day  after  the  eruption. 

Eight  days  afterwards,  Sarah  Wood,  aged  16  years,  and 
Charles  Wood,  aged  19,  sickened  in  the  same  way,  and  had  a 
perfectly  similar  complaint,  whilst  Robert  Wood,  aged  24,  who 
had  formerly  had  the  small-pox,  and  Mary  Wood,  aged  S,  who 
had  had  the  cow-pox  4  years  before,  remained  free  from  infec- 
tion. ^ 

On  November  24th,  Maria  Wright,  aged  2,  who  had  been 
nursed  by  one  pf  Wood's  children,  and  had  never  had  the  cow- 
pox,  took  the  small-pox  severely,  and  died  on  December  4th, 
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which  was  the  eleventh  day  after  the  appearance  of  the  erup- 
tion. 

In  consequence  of  these  unusual  appearances,  alarm  was  taken, 
and  on  December  2d,  six  other  children  were  inoculated  for  the 
cow-pox,  two  of  them  with  matter  from  the  Vaccine  Institution 
in  London,  and  the  remaining  four  with  matter  taken  at  Derby. 
The  names  of  these  children  were,  Henry  Wright,  aged  four 
months,  Thomas  Chambers,  aged  6  years,  William  Chambers, 
aged  2,  Jane  Chambers,  aged  4-,  William  Wright,  aged  3,  and 
James  Twigg,  aged  6. 

In  all,  anealthy  vesicle  was  produced^  On  December  8th, 
which  was  the  seventh  day  after  inoculation,  they  all  continued 
free  from  fisver,  except  Henry  Wright,  who  broke  out  with  the 
smaU-pox.  He  had  much  fever,  the  pustules  were  very  numer- 
ous, and  were  of  a  fine  sort.  The  vaccine  pustule  on  his  arm 
was  suspended  in  its  progress,  continued  crystalline,  and  only 
changed  after  December  15th,  when  the  small-pox  pustules  be- 
gan to  turn.  After  this  period,  the  vaccine  vesicle  went  through 
its  regular  stages  of  inflammation,  purulency,  and  scabbing; 
the  scab  had  a  dark  mahogany  colour.  * 

The  remaining  five  went  regularly  on  with  the  cow-pox,  had 
a  small  degree  of  fever  about  the  8th  day,  and  on  the  12th, 
(December  13th),  the  scabs  had  become  dark- coloured,  when 
Thomas  Chambers  broke  out  with  the  small-ppx.  On  the  13th 
day,  (December  Hth),  the  other  four  were  also  affected  in  the 
same  way.  In  all  five,  the  ^disease  was  -mild,  and  the  pustules 
began  lo  decline  on  the  4th  day  after  the  eruption.  William 
Wright,  however,  had  more  eruptive  fever  than  tlie  others,  and 
die  pocks  were  larger. 

In  addition  to  these,  Catherine  Chambers,  aged  8  years,  who 
had  had  the  cow-pox  6  or  7  years  before,  and  who  had  two  per- 
fect cicatrices  on  her  arm,  broke  out  with  tfee  small- pox  on  De- 
cember lltb.  She  had  few  pustules  on  her  arms  and  face,  but 
many  on  her  body. — They  were  small  m  size,  and  began  also  to 
decline  on  the  fourth  day. 

There  were  many  other  children  in  the  neighbourhood,  who 
had  had  the  small-pox,  or  cow-pox  ;  but  all  these  continued  free 
from  the  small-pox. 

It  seems  scarcely  possible  for  cases  to  he  more  complete  and 
satisfactory  than  these.  The  eruption  was  the  same  in  all ;  as 
well  in  those  children  in  whom  the  cow-pox  run  through  its  or- 
dinary course,  as  thqse  in  whom  it  terminated  so  much  earlier 


•  After  the  turning  of  the  small-pox,  tliis  child  had  fever  for  two  or  three  days 
r     —Was  this  the  constitutional  effect  produced  b^  the  cow-poj^  ? 
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than  is  customary.  It  is  extraordinary  that  so  many  cases  should 
have  occurred  at  the  same  time ;  because,  although  all  the  child- 
ren who  took  the  small*pox  after  the  cow-pox,  had  been  inocu- 
lated for  the  cow-pox,  either  by  Mr  Cade  or  myself,  yet,  this 
had  been  done  at  distant  periods,  and  with  different  matter* 
The  cases,  therefore,  become  exceedingly  interesting,  inasmuch 
as  they  seem  to  prove, 

1st,  That  the  cow-pox  is  capable,  not  only  of  destroying,  in 
most  cases,  the  predisposition  in  the  human  constitution,  to  be 
affected  with  small- pox,  but,  also,  in  others,  to  modify  the  ap- 
pearances of  small- pox,  to  shorten  its  duration,  and  almost  to 
change  it  into  a  new  disease. 

2d,  That,  although  this  modification  of  small-pox  is  mild  in 
itself,  yet  it  is  capable  of  producing,  in  others  predisposed  to  the 
disease,  a  small- pox  similar  to  the  common  kind  in  its  symp- 
toms, its  duration,  and  in  its  terminations. — Hence  they  are  one 
and  the  same  disease. 

3d,  That  the  modified  small-pox  is  subject  in  its  duration  to 
a.  law,  as  certain  as  that  which  regulates  the  termination  of  com- 
mon small-pox. 

There  are  many  other  curious  reflections  which  will  naturally 
arise  from  the  consideration  of  these  cases.  It  would  be  of  con- 
sequence to  know,  whether  the  ihodified  small- pox  is  an  invari* 
ably  mild  disease,  or  whether,  occasionally,  it  may  not  assume 
a  more  formidable  aspect.  In  these  cases,  it  was  exceedingly 
mild,  but  still  the  degree  of  eruptive  fever  varied  in  most  of  them ; 
and  in  one  it  was  comparatively  violent,  attended  with  eruptions 
of  a  larger  size. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  concluded  this  letter  with  some 
valuable  extracts  relative  to  the  small  pox  and  cow-pox,  from 
Humboldt's  Statistical  Account  of  New  Spain  ;  but  I  find  they 
have  already  been  published  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Journal, 
Vol.  6th,  p.  323,  et  irifi-a.  I  shall  only,  therefore,  remark,  that 
|.hey  seem  to  me  to  be  of  very  considerable  importance,  especi- 
ally, that  observation  respecting  the  small-pox,  the  black  vomit, 
and  other  fatal  disorders  of  those  climates,  that  tlipy  only  be- 
j:ome  epidemic  at  distant  and  stated  periods.  Indeed  the  whole 
of  M.  Humboldt's  publication  is  well  worth  an  attentive  consi- 
deration. 

Derby ^  June  ^d^  1811. 
P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above,  some  months  ago,  I  have  re- 
ceived the  foUovving  letter,  from  my  friend  Mr  Granger, -surgeon 
of  Burton,  with  a  permission  that  it  may  be  puttithed  in  the 
3*^c]inbifrgh  Journal,  if  you  think  proper. 
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Dear  Sir,  Burton'ttpan-Trent^  August  ^6tkf  1811. 

I  now  send  you  the  promised  account  of  four  cases  of  vario- 
lous eruptions,  subsequent  to  perfect  vaccination,  which  occur- 
red in  this  neighbourhood,  about  two  years  back,  under  my  ob- 
servation. I  stated  fully  the  particulars  of  these  cases,  on  the 
instant,  to  the  Royal  Jennerian  Society.  The  following  are  the 
only  memoranda  I  have  kept. 

Ann  Buckley  of  Med  way,  8  years  old,  vaccinated  by  Mr 
Whateley  about  five  years  ago,  has  just  had  the  small- pox  mildly.. 
The  eruptions  were  smaller  than  common,  and  very  soon  came 
Co  a  head. 

William  Buckley,  6  years  old,  was  vaccinated  with  his  sister; 
attacked  with  sickness  and  fever,  after  Ann  Buckley ;  on  tlie 
third  day  broke  out  of  the  small-pox. 

Thomas  Cole,  of  Medway,  vaccinated  three  years  ago,  by 
Mr  Whateley,  when  Buckley's  children  were  ill,  became  sick 
and  feverish.  On  the  third  day  a  few  small  eruptions  took  place, 
which  disappeared  in  three  days. 

William  Cole,  8  years  old,  vaccinated  with  the  same  matter 
as  his  brother,  has  had  the  small- pox  mildly. 

Mr  Cole's  children  received  the  infection  from  a  younger  cfaild^ 
which  died  of  inoculated  small- pox,  in  the  house. 

I  should  mention,  that  when  the  above  named  children  broke 
oat  of  the  small-pox,  the  disease  prevailed  epidemically  in  several 
villages  in  the  vJcinity  of  Burton,  particularly  at  Winshill,  Med- 
way on  Newhall,  where  the  population  is  considerable  on  account 
of  the  coalery.  In  the  greater  number  of  instances,  the  disease 
proved  fatal.  It.  was  no  uncommon  thing  for  two  or  three  child- 
ren in  one  family  to  die  of  the  small-pox.  An  opportunity  of 
putting  the  practice  of  vaccination  to  a  more  severe  test,  could  not 
possibly  occur.  By  very  little  exertion  on  my  part,  the  distrust 
which  many  of  the  laborious  poor  entertained  about  the  security 
tfforded  by  the  cow-pox,  gave  way ;  an  entire  stop  was  put  to 
«nall-pox  inoculation  j  and  every  individual  encompassed  by  the 
epidemic  (without  an  exception  of  consequence)  susceptible  of 
variolous  infection,  underwent  the  process  of  vaccination.  The 
melancholy  fiitality  of  the  epidemic  was  thus  arrested. 

At  this  period  of  the  day,  additional  evidence  in  favour  of 
vaccination  is  not  needed ;  I  shall  only  say,  that  if,  among  the 
Bumbers  vaccinated  on  this  occasion,  an  instance  occurred  of  the 
small- pox  virus  taking  effect  after  vaccination,  I  am  ignorant 
of  it. 

It  cannot,  I  think,  be  doubted,  notwithstanding  the  imper-. 
fcction  of  these  memoranda,  that  the  cases  were  examples  of  the 
tiiomaly  of  small-pox  supervening  on  the  cow-pox,     It  is  a  pa^r 
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cd  from  receiving  whatever  interpretaticm  the  ingenuity  of  it? 
votaries  may  think  fit  to  impose.  If,  however,  we  reflect  oa 
the  complex  and  intricate  operations  of  animal  life,  the  impos- 
sibility of  explaining  many  of  its  principal  phenomena,  and  the 
boundless  latitude  thence  afforded  to  conjecture  and  hypothesis, 
we  ought  perhaps  to  consider  it  unreasonable  to  expect  unani- 
mity of  sentiment  on  any  subject,  where  such  a  variety  of  con-^ 
tradictor}r  materials  are  associated  together. 

In  the  production  of  the  more  obvious  phenomena  of  inflam« 
mation,  the  sanguiferous  system  seems,  as  far  a8  we  are  able  to 
judge,  to  be  chiefly,  if  not  solely  concerned  ;  and  therefore,  to 
ascertain  the  precise  condition  of  the  vessels  on  which  these 
phenomena  depend,  necessarily  forms  an  object  of  primary  im- 
portance. 

^  On  this  subject,  two  opinions  have  for  some  time  prevailed, 
6o  irreconcileably  opposed  to  each  other,  that  to  believe  the  one 
correct,  is  to  consider  the  other  wholly  erroneous ;  and  conse- 
quently, as  our  practice  in  inflammation  must  be  regulated  en- 
tirely by  the  opinion  which  we  adopt,  our  decision  ought  to  be 
the  result  of  an  attentive  investigation  of  all  the  circumstances 
connected  with  it. 

It  would  certainly  have  better  promoted  the  search  after  the 
information  I  am  anxious  to  obtain,  could  I  have  entered  on  the 
discussion,  in  which  I  am  about  to  engage,  with  a  mind  divested 
completely  of  any  prepossession  in  favour  of  a  particular  doc- 
trine. But  this  is  not  at  all  times  in  one's  power,  nor  shall  I^  in 
the  present  instance,  attempt  it.  A  careful  consideration  pf  all 
'  tlie  phenomena  of  inflammation,  as  well  as  of  the  modus  operandi 
of  remedies,  not  perhaps  altogether  uninfluenced  by  those  views 
which  are  the  result  of  education,  have  served  to  impress  my 
mind  with  a  belief  in  the  superiority  of  what  may  be  termed  the 
doctrine  of  increased  action.  In  venturing  on  the  field  of  argu- 
ment, therefore,  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  appearing  as  an 
avowed  partizan,  with  all  the  prejudices  and  partiality  which  na- 
turally belong  to  that  character.  I  have  not  the  presumption  to 
expect,  that  the  cause  of  which  I  am  a  very  unworthy,  and  a 
very  incompetent  defender,  is  likely  to  be  indebted  to  my  efforts 
for  any  powerful  support,  as  I  lay  claim  to  very  little  originality, 
eithei*  in  point  of  reasoning  or  information  ;  nor  indeed  does  it 
stand  greatly  in  need  of  either.  My  chief  objects  are  to  endea- 
vour to  prove  the  fallacy  of  the  objections  urged  against  the 
commonly  received  doctrine  of  inflammation ;  and  to  analyze, 
and,  if  possible,  refute,  in  a  detailed  and  connected  manner,  the 
principal  arguments  adduced  in  favour  of  the  hypothesis  by 
wJiich  it  has  been  attempted  to  support  it.     I  have  been  induced 
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to  make  this  attempt,  because,  so  far  from  any  systematic  opposi- 
tion to  the  new  doctrine  having,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge, 
been  yet  published,  an  implied,  or  rather  a  direct  sanction,  ha» 
been  bestowed  upon  it,  in  the  Fifth  Number  of  the  Edinburgh 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  When  an  opinion,  which  is  co«i- 
pletely  at  variance  with  the  one  most  generally  received,  thus 
meets  with  even  the  partial  support  of  those  who  are  the  reputed 
umpires  in  medical  disputation,  it  can  no  longer  be  treateil  with 
indifference ;  and  it  consequently  becomes  an  object  of  some  in- 
terest to  ascertain  its  claims  to  preeminence,  and  to  determine  at 
once  which  of  the  two  merits  the  preference.  If  these  obsei'va-. 
tions,  therefore,  shall  have  no  better  effect,  they  will,  I  tru^t,  be 
the  means  of  inducing  some  one  to  come  forward,  and,  by  sub- 
vertinor  my  statements,  establish  the  opposite  theory  on  a  firmer 
basis  than  that  on  which  it  appears  to  mc  to  be  constructed. 

The  florid  appearance  which  an  inflamed  surface  exhibits,  at 
once  denotes  the  presence  of  a  more  than  usual  quantity  of  blood 
in  the  part ;  and  the  inference  which  immediately  suggests  itself 
is,  that  the  other  phenomena  which  occur,  are  either  dependent 
on,  or  in  some  way  or  other  intimately  connected  with,  this  ad- 
ditional quantity.  Before  we  can  attempt  to  discover  by  what 
means  this  preternatural  accumulation  has  taken  place  \  in  what 
the  actual  condition  of  the  parts,  to  which  it  has  given  rise,  con- 
sists ;  or  in  what  manner  the  deviation  from  the  h^ealthy  state  is 
lo  be  removed;  our  views  must  be  directed  to  the  whole  vascular 
system,  and  more  especially  to  the  consideration  of  those  powers 
which  influence  materially  the  motion  of  the  blood.  In  tracing 
their  operation,  they  must  be  regarded  as  affecting  not  only  the 
circulation  of  the  part  itself,  but  also  that  of  the  whole  system. 
It  is  not,  however,  requisite  for  my  present  purpose  to  treat  of 
the  various  agents  which  are  capable  of  acting  either  generally 
or  locally,  or  in  what  manner  they  produce  their  effects  i  but, 
assuming  these  as  understood,  my  intention  is  to  examine  the 
subject  with  an  immediate  reference  to  the  actual  condition  of 
the  vessels. 

The  testimony  which  we  possess  of  the  opinions  entertained 
by  the  ancients  on  this  subject,  tends  to  show  clearly,  that  they 
considered  inflammation  as  a  state  of  increased  vigour  and  ac- 
tivity of  the  vessels.  This  forms  so  prominent  a  feature  in  all 
their  writings,  where  the  subject  is  either  directly  or  remotely 
treated  of,  that  no  elaborate  quotations  are  necavsary  for  its  con- 
firmation. The  same  doctrine  continued  to  f)revail  almost  uni- 
Fersally,  down  to  a  period  that  may  be  deemed,  speaking  compa?- 
rativeJy,  of  very  modern  date ;  for  although  it  had,  in  a  few  iur 
stances,  been  opposed  by  those  who  maintiuncd  tliat  inflamii^atipn 
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depended  on  diminished  action  or  debility  of  the  vessels,  the  latter 
opinion  exercised  a  very  limited  influence  over  the  minds  of  the 
medical  profession  in  general.  In  the  year  1765,  (as  appears 
from  the  Fifteenth  Number  of  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Journal),  Vacca  Berlinghieri)  professor  at  Pisa,  published  a 
uieory  of  inflammation  to  this  effect,  in  the  form  of  mathematical 
propositions,  demonstrations,  lemmas,  corollaries,  and  scholiums. 

But  he  assumes  as  inflammation  what  cannot  be  considered  as 
constituting  that  state;  and  even  allowing  that  his  views  are  cor- 
rect, they  apply  merely  to  the  siate  of  the  blood,  without  having 
any  reference  to  that  of  the  vessels  ;  and  consequently,  they  do 
not  bear  upon  the  point  at  issue. 

About  the  year  1790,  the  doctrine  of  dimiijibhed  action  began 
to  assume  a  more  formidable  aspect,  in  consequence  of  two  inge- 
nious dissertations  on  the  subject,  written  by  Dr  Lubbock  and 
Mr  Allen,  surgeon,  and  read  before  the  Royal  Medical  Society  of 
Edinburgh,  but  never  published.  Since  that  time  it  met  with 
some  feeble  support  from  a  few  authors  of  respectability.  The 
late  Mr  Latta  is  the  only  surgical  writer,  as  far  as  I  know,  who 
has  adopted  the  hypothesis  j  but  as  the  method  of  treatment  re- 
commended by  him  in  inflammation,  is  in  direct  violation  of  the 
very  principles  of  the  hypothesis,  *  his  authority  on  this  point 
is  not  entitled  to  the  smallest  notice.  With  the  exception  of  Dr 
Fowler,  who  wrote  an  inaugural  dissertation  in  its  favour  in  i793, 
the  theory  gained  scarce  any  proselytes,  and  certainly  no  defend- 
ers of  any  note,  from  the  period  of  Mr  Latta's  publication  until 
the  year  1804,  when  Dr  Wilson  of  Worcester  published  a  trea- 
tise on  Febrile  Diseases,  in  which  he  endeavoured  to  demonstrate, 
by  experiment^  the  truth  of  this  opinion,  and  to  overturn  the 
doctrine  of  increased  action.  Some  time  afterwards,  f  the  same 
author  published  an  essay  on  the  Nature  of  Fever,  in  which  he 
adhered  to  the  same  opinion,  and  attempted  to  prove  the  identity 
or  the  analogy  of  fever  and  inflammation.  He  has  still  farther 
pressed  the  publicity  of  these  views  through  the  medium  of  the 
Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  in  which  he  has  re- 
stated at  length  some  of  his  experiments;  and  from  the  result, and 
the  reasoning  founded  on  them,  he  has  deduced  the  legitimacy  of 
the  doctrine  of  diminished  action.  As  his  statements  J  embrace, 
1  believe,  the  sum  and  substance  of  what  has  been  said  by  those 
who  have  preceded  him,  I  have  selected  what  he  has  said  on  the 

•    Vide  Latta's  Surgery,  vol.  I.  p.  99. 

:|-  I  am  perhaps  not  altogether  cf  rrtct  with  regard  to  the  order  and  time  of  these 
publications;  but  that  is  a  matter  of  no  consequence. 

\  Edin.  Med.  and  Sur^ .  Journal,  No.  XV. 
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subject,  as  affording  the  most  complete  and  recent  account  that 
has  been  given  of  the  proofs  and  reasoning  on  that  side  of  the 
question.  I  am  very  far  from  entertaining  any  idea  that  Dr 
Wilson  will  deem  these  observations  likely  to  invalidate  any  of 
the  opinions  which  he  supports.  I  take  the  liberty,  however,  of 
expressing  a  wish  that,  if  ever  he  shall  favour  them  with  a  per- 
usal, he  may  not  consider  them  as  an  attack  made  purposely  on 
him ;  I  disclaim  any  such  intention.  The  attack,  if  it  shall  be 
dignified  with  that  appellation,  has  been  directed  against  the  hy- 
pothesis, *  through  the  person  who  has  appeared  as  its  most  os- 
tensible champion.  The  identifying  Dr  Wilson,  therefore,  with 
the  hypothesis,  .and  the  frequent  mention  of  his  name,  to  which 
I  shall  be  obliged  to  have  recourse,  are  done  for  the  sake  of 
brevity  and  perspicuity.  This  avowal  he  will  have  the  less  dif- 
ficulty in  crediting,  from  the  total  absence  of  any  motive  of  a 
personal  nature  on  my  part,  to  impugn  his  opinions ;  the  respect 
which  his  character  as « an  author  demands  from  me  ;  and  also 
fi"om  the  circumstance,  that  the  opinion  which  he  supports,  no 
more  originated  with  him,  than  does  the  one  which  I  have  ven- 
tured to  defend,  own  nle  for  its  author. 

For  the  purpose  of  arriving  more  easily  at  the  conclusions  to 
which  his  experiments  lead,  Dr  Wilson  commences  his  observa- 
tions on  the  nature  of  inflammation,  by  opposing  the  doctrine 
so  long  maintained  by  the  Boerhaavian  school,  and  by  many  still 
not  entirely  exploded,  that  obstruction  of  the  minute  vessels  is 
capable  of  producing  the  phenomena  of  inflammation.  **  Admit- 
ting, "  he  says,  "  mat  the  vessels  of  any  part  are  obstructed,  H 
does  not  follow -that  an  accumulation  of  blood  will  take  place  in 
it ;  the  blood  may  pass  off^  by  anastomosing  branches,  or  the  ves- 
sels may  resist  the  distending  force. '  f  It  must  be  admitted,  that 
it  does  not  follow  necessarily  in  every  case,  for  the  reasons  men- 
tioned by  Dr  W. ;  but  these  very  reasons  allow,  by  the  terms  in 
which  they  are  expressed,  that  the  blood  may  not  pass  off  by  these 
branches,  and  the  vessels  may  7iot  resist  the  distending  force. 
The  latter  supposition,  respecting  the  resistance  of  the  vessels,  in- 
volves a  position  which,  although  Dr  W.  takes  it  for  granted,  has 
not  yet  been  explained,  and  falls  to  be  discussed  with  more  propriety 
hereafter.  From  thedoctor's  own  reasoning,  therefore,  the  impossi- 
bility of  inflammation  beingproduced  by  obstruction,  does  not  seem 
tobeestablished.  Heenforces  his  objections  by  the  following  experi- 


•   I  have  iLsed  the  words  doctrine,  theory,  and  hypothesis  indiscriminately;  al- 
tfaoughf  of  course,  essentiaUy  different  in  signification,  tliey  may  be  employed  here 
without  creating  any  ambiguity,  and  wiU  tend  to  save  repetition. 
.  \  Vide  Edin.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  No.  xv.  p,  2Sl. 
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ment :  "  I  passed  a  hot  wire  through  the  web  of  a  frog^s  foot^ 
by  which  the  skin  about  the  hole  wa^  shrivelled,  and  the  vessel* 
obstructed,  no  fluid  of  any  kind  being  discharged.     Here  an  ob- 
struction was  produced,  surely  more  than  equal  to  what  can  be 
suppased  to  take  place  in  many  inflammations  of  small  extent,  yet 
no  symptom  of  inflammation  followed,  every  part  of  the  web  ap- 
pearing as  pale  as  before  the  experiment.  "     It  may  be  remarked, 
that  the  part  on  which  this  experiment  was  performed,  possessed 
very  little  sensibility,  and  that  the  powerful  stimulus  applied^ 
was  calculated  to  extinguish  that  small  portion,  both  in  and  near 
the  part,  or  at  least  to  diminish  it  to  such  an  extent,  that  so  far 
from  any  effect  being  instantly  produced,  analogous  to  an  in- 
flammation of  small  extent^  the  consequences  of  the  application 
would  not  be  observable  for  some  considei^ble  time.     The  ani- 
mal was  a  cold-blooded  one,  and  perhaps  its  sentient  powers  were 
not  the  most  acute*     The  web  of  the  foot  in  all  animals  is  im- 
perfectly organized,  consisting  of  a  species  of  condensed  cellular 
membrane,  endowed  with  very  little  sensibility,  at  least  in  the 
first  instance,  and  therefore  it  was  scarcely  adapted  to  exhibit  the 
delicate  process  which  he  wished  to  observe.     Whether  inflamraa* 
tion  would  havfe  taken  place,  had  sufficient  time  been  allowed  to 
elapse,  remains  to  be  seen,  as  Dr  W.  does  not  appear  to  have 
continued  his  observations  much  beyond  the  time  occupied  in 
passing  the  wire.     Supposing,  however,  that  the  part  was  in 
every  respect  suitable,  Dr  W.  must  either  admit  that  he  did  not 
wait  for  a  sufficient  lengfh  of  time,  or  he  must  be  prepared  to 
prove,  that  the  stimulus  of  a  hot  iron  cannot  produce  inflammation 
of  a  part  of  the  body  possessing  sensibiJity.     Dr,W.  is  not  to  be 
told,  that  the  applic«^tion  of  the  most  powerful  stimuli  to  the  less 
acutely  sensible  parts,  as  the  bones,  h'gaments,  tendons,  &c.  does 
not  for  a  time  producp  inflammation;  yet  because  they  are  not  im- 
mediately excitable,  would  any  one  conclude  that  they  shall  not 
become  the  seat  of  inflammation  of  the  most  violent  description  ? 
Nay,  it  is  extremely  doubtful,  whether,  in  the  short  time  allotted 
for  the  performance  of  the  experiment,  it  would  be  possible  to 
trace  the  size,  progress  and  establishment  of  inflammatory  action 
in  any  part  of  the  body  where  the  texture  of  the  part  had  been,  as 
it  was  on  this  occasion,  conftpletely  destroyed.     It  may  be  ob- 
served, in  this  place,  though  perhaps  somewhat  prematurely^ 
that  it  is  incumbent  on  Dr  W.  to  show  why,  in  this  case,  inflam- 
mation did  not  take  place,  according  to  the  principles  of  his  own 
hypothesis;  for  here  the  destruction  of  the  tone  and  structure  of 
tne  vessels  was  in  a  great  measure  accomplished  by  the  iutensity 
of  the  stimulus.     That  the  obstruction  of  a  few  minute  vessels  is 
generally  inadequate  to  the  production  of  inflammation,  no  per-' 
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son,  I  believe,  at  the  present  day,  will  be  disposed  to  deny ;  but 
that  a  sufficient  degree  of  this  power  may  effect  the  purpose,  Dr 
W.  must,  I  apprehend,  find  some  difficulty  in  disproving.  The 
effect  of  pressure,  the  consequence  of  applying  a  ligature  to  a 
part,  the  application  of  cold,  and  many  other  phenomena,  must 
be  satisfactorily  Explained  upon  different  principles,  before  thii 
position  can  be  rendered  incontrovertible*  Besides,  it  will  ap- 
pear afterwards,  from  certain  admissions  of  Dr  W.,  in  the 
course  of  his  reasoning,  that  obstruction  not  only  may,  but  ac-. 
tually  does,  sometimes  produce  inflammation.  The  preceding 
experiment  is,  therefore,  incomplete  in  itself,  and  inconclusive 
on  the  particular  point  intended  to  be  illustrated. 

Dr  W.  then  says,  that  "  the  opinion  that  inflammation  arises 
from  an  increased  aQtion  of  the  vessels  of  the  part  seems  to  have 
been  an  inference  from  the  increased  temperature  of  an  inflamed 
ptrt;"  and  in  proof  of  this,  he  cites  the  following  passage  from 
Boerhaave:  "  A  renixu,  pulsu,  compactu,  vasorumque  adhuc 
meabilium  angustatione  a  tumore  obstructorum,  attritus  fit  ingen» 
partium  liquidi  inter  se,  in  solidum,  solidi  in  illas,  inde  calor  et 
cestus."  Aph.  Boerhaav.  382.     That  the  idea  of  increased  action 
may  have  originated  in  the  increased  temperature  of  a  part,  is 
undoubtedly  as  probable  as  any  other  Supposition  ;  but  that  i( 
should  have  done  so, .  because  Boerhaave  may  have  been  of  that 
opinion,  is  not  quite  so  obvious.     The  doctrine  of  increased  ac- 
tion, or  what  was  {though  perhaps  not  expressed  in  the  sanie 
terms)  equivalent  to  it,  had  been  the  doctrine  of  the  schools,  and 
of  almost  all  medical  writers,  long  prior  to  the  period  in  which 
Boerhaave  flourished.     Moreover,  it  is  perfectly  evident  that,  in 
the  sentence  quoted  by  Dr  W.,  Boerhaave,  from  whom  the  doc- 
trine of  lentor  of  the  fluids  either  todc  its  origin,  or  met  with  its 
chief  suppoi;t,  endeavours  to  explain  the  phenpmena  according  to 
his  own  theory,  to  which  he  makes  them  always  subservient,  and 
expressly  says,  as  must  appear  from  the  sentence  itself,  that  the 
heat  is  the  immediate  consequence  of  the  friction  of  the  fluids 
and  solids  on  each  other,  not  the  cause  of  the  increased  action  of 
the  vessels.  ^ 

Dr  W.,  in  the  next  paragraph,  observes :  **  But  the  velocity  of 
the  blood  cannot,  it  is  evident,  b*  partially  increased,  except  by 
an  increased  action  of  the  vessels  of  the  part. "  He  then  quotes 
the  opinion  of  Cullen,  that  "  the  phenomena  of  inflammation  all 
concur  in  showing  that  there  is  an  increased  impetm  of  tfic  blood  i4 
the  part  affected;  and  as,  at  the  same  time,  the  action  of  the  heart 
is  not  always  evidently  increased,  there  is  reason  to  presume^ 
that  the  increased  impetus  of  the  blood  on  the  particular  part,  is 
owing  especially  to  the  incrca:-ed  action  of  tlie  vessels  of  timt 
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part  itself. "  He  then  goes  on  to  state  the  opinion  of  Mr  Moore» 
ivho  says,  that,  besides  the  greater  energy  of  the  vessels,  ♦*  the 
blood  is  observed  to  circulate  mth  far  greater  velocity  through  an  in*- 
filmed^  than  through  an  uninflamed part ;^'  and,  immediately  after, 
the  Doctor  expresses  his  surprise  "  that  physicians  should  have 
so  decidedly  formed  their  opinion  respecting  the  state  of  the 
circulation  in  an  inflamed  part,  when  it  is  certain  that  none  had 
been  at  the  trouble  to  examine  it. "  From  the  passages,  however^ 
•which  he  has  quoted  from  these  authors,  he  seems  scarcely  war- 
ranted to  make  this  last  assertion.  Mr  Moore  is  at  least  entitled 
to  have  it  believed  that  he,  or  some  other  person,  had  seen  what 
he  describes,  when  he  says  that  **  the  blood  is  observed  to  circu- 
late," &c.  Dr  Cullen  deduced  his  opinion  from  a  consideration 
of  all  the  phenomena  of  inflammation.  Whether  he  considered* 
'increased  impetus  and  increased  velocity  as  synonymous,  I  shall  nc/t 
pretend  to  determine ;  but  as  the  former  may,  1  presume,  ex^/gt 
without  increased  velocity,  and  as  the  latter  term  does  not,  as 
far  as  I  can  discover,  appear  to  be  included  in  Dr  CuUen's  v'/ews 
of  inflammation,  the  inference,  I  think,  is  fair,  that  it  doei  not 
necessarily  form  any  part  of  them.- 

In  order  to  prove  that  increased  action  of  the  vessels  of  a  part 
does  not  occasion  inflammation,  Dr  W.  makes  another  experi- 
ment on  the  web  of  a  frog's  foot :  "  I  wetted  the  foot  with  dis- 
tilled spirits,  and,  in  a  few  seconds,  observed  the  blood  in  all  the 
vessels  of  the  web  moved  with  an  increased  velocity,  which,  as 
I  constantly  kept  the  web  moistened  with  spirits,  continued  as 
long  as  I  examined  it,  about  ten  minutes,  or  a  quarter  of  am 
hour.  But,  during  no  part  of  the  time,  could  1  observe  the 
slightest  symptom  of  inflammation,  either  with  or  without  the 
microscope.  The  vessels,  instead  of  appearing  redder  and  mor^ 
turgid,  were  evidently  paler  and  smaller  than  before  the  appli- 
cation of  the  spirits.  I  still  farther  increased  the  velocity  of  the 
circulation  by  tlirowing  on  it  the  concentrated  rays  of  the  sun 
from  the  speculum  of  a  microscope,  and  still  with  the  same  eP. 
feet. "  Now  this  is  a  result  which,  according  to  the  laws  of  arterial 
action,  might,  I  suspect,  have  been  anticipated  without  necessarily 
involving  the  credit  of  the  opposite  hypothesis,  it  rs  impossible 
to  form  any  accurate  notion  from  these  experiments,  of  the  de- 
gree of  sensibility  which  the  web  of  a  frog's  foot  possesses  ki 
relation  to  alcohol.  This  fluid,  though  a  very  powerful  stimulus 
when  applied  to  particular  parts  of  tlie  human  body,  J^et  when 
brought  into  contact  with  the  palms  of  the  hands»  or  the  soles  of 
the  feet,  scarcely  produces  any  effect  on  them.  If  then  it  be,  as 
I  should  suppose  it  is,  a  very  moderate  stimulus  with  respect  to 
the  foot  of  the  frog,  the  phenomena  that  took  place  in  Dr  Wil- 
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gon's  experiment  may  be  easily  explained  without  estabUshing 
the  correctness  of  his  deductions.  The  primary  operation  of  the^ 
gentle  stimulus  must  be  to  rouse  the  vessels  to  some  degree  of 
preternatural  action^  the  immediate  consequence  of  which  would 
be,  that  the  motion  of  the  blood  in  them  would  be  accelerated^ 
Their  power  of  transmission  remaining  undiminished,  while  the 
determination  from  behind  was  not  yet  increased  beyond  the  na« 
tural  standard,  the  vessels  would  thus  have  to  act  with  an  in-» 
creased  power  on  a  quantitv  of  blood  at  first  not  greater  than 
thdr  ustial  allowance,  and  by  the  continued  augmentation  of 
power  rendered  always  less,  and,  consequently,  would  be  ena« 
bled  to  transmit  the  blood  with  increasing  rapidity; — ^and  hence 
the  paleness  remarked  by  Dr  Wilson.  But  even  admitting  that 
the  alcohol  in  this  case  possessed  considerable  stimulant  power^ 
or  even  that  the  rays  of  the  sun  from  the  speculum  of  a  micro- 
scope  were  capable  of  producing  the  effect,  the  same  objection 
will  apply  with  equal  force  now  as  formerly,  viz.  that  the  sti- 
mulus in  this  case  was  not  applied  sufficiently  long  to  cause  any 
of  the  external  marks  of  inflammation  to  appear,  or  even  to  oc-» 
casion  a  trifling  determination  of  blood  to  the  part  Had  time 
been  allowed,  the  genuine  characteristics  of  inflammation  would^ 
in  all  probability,  have  exhibited  themselves ;  and  Dr  W.  would 
then  have  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  whether  the  action  of 
the  vessels  was  energetic  or  tJie  contrary.  He  had  certainly  lost 
sight  at  that  moment  of  the  ordinary  phenomena  of  inflamma- 
tion,  when  he  supposed  that  there  was  any  analogy  between  the 
application  of  stimuli  for  **  ten  minutes,  "  or  even  ^^  a  quarter  of 
an  hour, ''  and  the  course  which  inflammation  commonly  pursues 
during  its  commencement  and  progress.  More  than  a  few  mi- 
nutes, or  even  a  few  hours,  are  generally  requisite ;  and  several 
previous  processes  must  be  gone  through,  as  indicated  by  fulness, 
tension,  and  some  degree  of  pain,  before  the  distinguishing  or  out** 
ward  marks  of  inflammation  begin  to  show  themselves.  It  there"* 
fore  does  not  follow  unavoidably,  that,  because  he  did  not  choose 
to  wait  the  proper  time,  the  action  of  the  vessels  must  be  di- 
minished during  inflammation;  But,  independently  of  all  rea- 
soning, to  deduce  a  conclusion  of  such  importance  from  an  iso- 
lated experiment  of  this  kind^  performed  under  circumstances 
so  unfavourable,  would,  whatever  hypothesis  we  adopt,  go  far  to 
deny  the  power  of  accommodatioi)  which  th^  system  possesses. 
Every  one  knows  that  even  a  preternatural  quantity,  pr  a  defici- 
ency of  blood,  may  exist  in  a  part  for  some  time,  at  least  much 
longer  than  that  occupied  by  Dr  \y.'s  experiment,  without  be- 
ing necessarily  accompanied  Of  even  followed  by  inflc^mmation  o^ 

VQiL.Vai.   NO.  29.  £ 


6»  The  Inquirer.    No.  XXIIL  JFant 

* 

ks  opposite  cdodition.  There  would  s€dm  to  be  a  certain  range 
i>oth  with  respect  to  the  action  of  the  veMels  and  the  <iiiantity  of 
Uood,  within  which  the  system,  or  a  part,  has  the  pcmer  of  ad« 
ipting  itsetf  to  the  existing  circumstances,  without  being  liable 
to  assume  that  state  which  constitutes  disease.  Upon  this  de* 
pefids  the  fkcuky  which  the  human  body  has  bestowed  on  it,  of 
resisting,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  influence  of  aU  agents  of  H 
morbim  tendency. 

Dr  W.  draws  a  vcl-y  eotivenieAt,  though  a  very  just  tonclu- 
don  immediafeH  afterwards,  that  "  an  excessive  application  of 
the  stimuli  employed  *  would  unquestionably  have  deprived  the 
tassels  of  their  excitability,  and  then  the  phenomena  must  have 
been  different.  "     But  what  reason  be  had  for  supposing  that 
the  vessels  would  pass  from  the  state  of  vigorous  action  to  that 
of  complete  exhaustk>n,  without  manifesting  any  intermediate 
appearance,  I  am  wholly  at  a  loss  to  perceive. 
'  The  next  experiment  which  Dr  W.  details  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  <*  the  state  of  the  circulation  in  an  inflam^  part» 
independently  of  any  reasoning,  '*  does  not  admit  of  being  quot- 
ed here,  from  the  account  being  given  at  considerable  length.     I 
jhiist,  therefore,  refer  the  reader  to  the  third  volume  of  Dr  Wil- 
son's Treatise  on  Febrile  Diseases,  or  to  the  Number  of  the  E- 
dinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  akeady  mentioned.     It 
is  i^arent,  in  the  very  first  paragraph,  that  from  his  <^  not  know* 
ihg  how ''  the  inflammation  bad  been  excited,  he  could  not  be  a* 
Ware  how  long  it  had  existed  f  and  therefore,  the  experiment  itsel  f^ 
and,  of  coarse,  the  conclusions  which  he  deduces  from  it,  amount 
to  nothing.     But,  taking  it  as  it  stands,  it  is  expressed  in  such 
ambiguous  terms,  that  nothing  ^rtain  can  be  inferred  from  it* 
It  is  extremely  probable,  that  where  the  red  colour  of  the  part 
was  greatest,  the  vessels  most  dilated,  and  the  motion  of  the 
blood  had  ceased  altogether,  the  inflammation  had  already  passed 
its  height,  or  perhaps  no  tenger  existed;  the  motion  of  the  blood 
would  necessarily  be  slowest,  «id  its  impetus  least— for  the  vessels 
had  then  been  reduced  to  a  state  of  exhaustion  from  the  previous 
violent  action.    With  r^ard  to  tine  distension  of  those  vessels; 
which,  in  the  healthy  state,  admit  only  the  colourless  parts  of 
the  bk)od,  I  may  remark,  that  perhaps  too  much  stress  has  been 
laid  on  it  by  most  authors.     In  having  recourse  to  the  aid  of  this 
phenomenon  to  accoifnt  for  the  red  colour  of  an  inflamed  part 
in  the  first  instance,  a  cause  is  ass^ed  which  is  unphilosophical^ 
because  it  is  not  necessary,  as  the  eScct  may  be  explained  upo» 
the  principle  of  the  enlargement  of  the  vessels  transmitting  the 


^  \  hare  made  a  slight  alteration  in  the  words  here,  but  not  in  the 


181&  Obsefvalions  on  inficmmaiion.  87 

cdofur^  parts  of  the  blood,  without  any  additi(»ial  set  of  ves- 
8eb ;  and  this  will,  in  some  degree,  appear  from  the  subsequ^it 
^qseriments  of  Dr  Wilson  himself.  We  do  not,  I  should  sup- 
pose, refer  the  suffiision  of  the  face,  which  takes  place  in  the  act 
of  blushing^  to  any  propukion  of  the  blood  into  vessels  that  do' 
not  usually  transmit  it ;  and  yet  the  red  colour  here  is  as  great 
and  greater  than  some  degrees  of  inflammation.  There  is  scarce- 
ly  a  part  of  the  body  tnat  is  not  provided  with  innumerable 
blood-vessels:  the  slightest  scratch  or  incision  renders  this  a- 
btrndantly  mimifest,  and  injection  imparts  after  death  show  theni 
to  be  mMe  up  almqst  entirely  of  blood-vessels.  It  is  only  ne- 
cessary to  imagine  the  addition  of  no  very  considerate  portion 
of  bloo^  to  that  which  these  vessels  already  circulate,  in  order  to 
explain  the  greater  redness  of  an  inflamed  part.  From  the  in-' 
terstices  of  uie  red  vessels  aj^aring  more  opaque,  the  Doctor 
infers  the  probability  of  an  ^*  enlargement  of  innumerable  small 
ipessek,  stul  too  smaU  to  admit  the  grosser  parts  of  the  blood.  '^ 
As  it  is  obvious  that  the  opacity  of  these  vessels  would  not  be  in- 
creased by  their  being  distended  with  a  colourless  fluid,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  that  they  must  have  their  transparency  augmented, 
by  that  means,  the  Doctor  mu^t  here  admit  the  enlargement  of 
innumerable  small  vessels  which  are  conveying  red  blood,  as  the 
cause  of  colour.  Now,  although  these  vessels  might  not  usually 
adroit  the  grosser  parts  of  the  blood,  they  might  yet  receive  a 
sufficient  portion  ot  colouring  matter  to  account  for  the  pheno- 
mena already  mentioned.  In  his  endeavours  to  istimulate  the 
vessels  by  the  means  formeriy  detailed,  and  thence  remove  the 
inflammati(m  according  to  his  own  principles,  he  merely  accom- 
piisfaes  what  any  one  would  be  apt  t6  expect  under  such  circum- 
stances. The  vessel8\  wfere  exhausted  by  preternatural  action 
beyond  the  power  of  befng  acted  on  by  their  natural  stimulus, 
the  blood :  there  still,  however,  remained  in  them  a  portion  of 
cxcitalMlity  sufficient  to  render  them  susceptible  to  the  impres- 
sion of  a  powerful  stimulus  of  a  difi^rent  kind,  externally  appli- 
ed 5  in  short,  their  vitality  was  not  wholly  extinct*  This  stimu- 
lus then  being  applied,  tne  vessels  are  roused  to  increased  exer- 
tion, by  whidi  their  contents  are  propelled,  their  parietes  mad<^ 
to  approach  one  another,  their  diameters  are  consequently  dimi- 
nisheid,  and  the  excessive  redness  made  to  disappear.  This  ac« 
tion,  continued  for  a  st^rt  time,  being  limited  to  the  part  affect- 
ed, must  soon  free  it  from  the  superfluous  blood,  and,  provided 
theslimukte  be  withdrawn  before  the  action  can  be  communicated 
to  the  vessels  nearer  the  heart,  which  circumstance  would  rene\y 
the  a)nge$tion,  the  swelling  and  redness  must  vanish  of  course^ 
But  if  lb  •  application  of  this  stimulus  be  persevered  in  until  the 
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immoderate  miction  be  imparted  to  the  vessels  in  the  viernityr 
nearer  the  heart,  acting  above  or  even  at  the  natural  standard, 
such  a  propulsion  of  the  blood  wQl  take  place  in  the  already  ex- 
hausted vessels,  as  no  efforts  of  the  latter  ean  possibly  enable  themr 
to  ^withstand,  they  having  been  prei^ionsly  insensible  to  the  influ- 
ence of  this  sdmulufir  Nothing  then  could  rouse  them  but  a  de- 
gree of  elternfll  stimulus  still  higher  than  the  alcohol  for  the  sun's- 
rays,  which,  in  all  likelihood,  would  destroy  th^r  excitability  and 
induce  gangrene  of  the  part.  Indeed,  it  is  not  improbable  that,, 
had  the  Doctor  continued  the  experiment  long  enough,  this  ve* 
ry  result  would  have  happened     He  merely  persisted  until  a  sin-* 

Sle  effect  had  been  produced.  It  is  farther  evident,  that,,  from 
is  not  having  been  able,  by  mean»  of  these  powerfttl"  appKca^ 
tions,  to  restore  certain  parts  of  the  web,  that  the  inflammation 
must  have  proceeded  to  a  point  from  which  recovery  by  resolution' 
was  impracticable.  The  experiment,  iberefore,  upon  the  whole,, 
determines  nothing,  in  my  judgment,  against  the  opinion  whicU 
he  controverts,  nor  does  he  himself  seem  satisfied  with  the  pro- 
ffress  of  itr  In  order,  however,  to  remove  all  doubts  on  the  sub- 
ject, he  repeated  it,  and  had  the  result  carefully  watched  by  & 
person  who  was  akogether  unacquainted  with  the  ob^t  or  ten- 
dency of  the  experiment. 

The  animal  selected  for  this  purpose  was  a  small  fish,  (the 
lampern);>  and  here  I  would  beg  permission  to  observe,  that  the 
choice  of  such  an  animal  appears  to  be  pecukarly  objectionable^ 
Exposure  to  the  air  proves,  in  a  very  short  time,  fatal  to  most 
kinds  offish^  and  it  must,  therefore,  render  them  particularly  un* 
6t  subjects  for  experiments  of  this  description.  Dr  W.  even  re- 
marks, that  ^^  it  produces  a  degree  of  inflammation  evident  to  the 
naked  eye  in  the  fins  and  tail  of  the  lampern. "  We  may  thence 
ibrm  some  idea  of  what  the  effect  must  have  been  on  the  whole 
system.  It  would  seem  nearly  as  preposterous  to  plunge  in  M'ater 
ati  animal  accustomed  to  live  in  atmospheric  air,  and  then  insti- 
tute experiments  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  phenomena 
which  are  compatible  only  with  the  due  performance  of  respira- 
liion.  The  whole  of  this  experiment  therefore  is  fauky,  and  it 
is  almost  superfluous  to  endeavour  to  refute  it.  But  as  Dr  W. 
appears  to  attach  to  it  considerable  imporCanee,  it  may  be  pro-« 
per  to  inquire  farther  into  its  merits,  upon  the  supposition  that 
the  ejections  which  I  have  stated  have  been  obviated. 

"  Gn  viewing,  *^  says  he,  "  the  fins  of  the  fish  through  the 
microscope,  we  observed  the  circulation  become  more  languid, 
and  the  vessels  enlarge  as  the  inflammation  came  on.  The  mo- 
tion of  the  blood  in  the  most  inflamed  vessels  at  length  ceased 
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altogether.  *'    Who  -can  deny  that  «uoh  would  be  the  <resuU  ? 
But  has  this  any  thing  to  do  with  the  action  of  the  vessels  ? 

'^  By  gentle  friction,  and  applying  distilled  spirits,  we  repeat- 
edly SHcceeded  in  accelerating,  and  even  renewing  the  motion 
of  thel)lood ;  and,  in  proportion  to  die  velocity  of  the  circula- 
tion, the  vessels  became  evidently  paler,  the  deeper  red  return- 
ing as  the  circulation  became  more  languid. "  I  have  already 
endeavoured  to  show  in  what  manner  these  phenomena  must 
have  taken  place,  and  tiierefore  I  shall  oiot  trouUe  the  reader 
by  any  repetition. 

"  On  roughly  irritating,  "  he  continues,  ^*  a  part  of  the  fia 
where  there  was  no  inflammation,  the  part  became  pale,  and  the 
circulaticm  as  rapid  as  natural ;  the  motion  of  the  blood  was  for 
a  second  or  two  wboBy  interrupted  (Mr  Boraston  observed  the 
part  while  I  irritated  it),  the  force  I  used  having  compressed  the 
vessels.  The  W5  a  tergo^  however,  soon  forced  the  blood  into 
them ;  and  this  experiment  having  been  repeated  several  times, "  * 
it  was  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  Mr  Boraston  and  he  ^^  saw  the 
now  debilitated  vessds  of  the  parts  which  had  been  irritated,  gra- 
dually dilated  by  the  blood  propelled  into  them,  "  after  he  had 
made  use  of  such  a  d^ree  of  force  as  to  compress  them,  and 
stop  the  motion  of  the  blood,  and  in  one  instance  even  to  occa- 
sion extravasation,  thereby  injuring  their  organization,  and  weak- 
ening them  «o  much,  as  to  allow  an  easy  ingress  of  the  bloody 
and  -to  any  extent  which  the  propelling  power  might  be  capable 
of  effecting.  This  process  was  continued  "  till  tne  vesseh  hav- 
ing acquired  many  times  their  former  dimemion^  the  parts  appear- 
ed highly  ififlameci,  "  Here,  then,  we  have  the  circumstance  of 
simple  distension  or  enlargement,  capable,  without  any  addition- 
al vessels,  of  giving  the  red  colour  to  an  inflamed  part  This  is 
worthy  of  notice,  as  it  proves  distinctly,  that  propulsion  of  the 
blood  into  the  colourless  vessels,  is  not  necessary  to  produce  the 
effect.  It  may  also  be  observed,  en  passant^  that  the  interrup- 
tion to  the  course  of  the  blood,  which  took  place  jn  consequence 
of  the  compression  of  the  vessels,  gave  rise  to  the  propulsion  in- 
to them  of  the  blood,  or  it  caused  the  increase  of  the  vis  a  tergo: 
and  that  hence,  obstruction  is  sometimes  capable  of  producing 
inflammation  (even  according  to  the  new  hypothesis),  which,  it 
will  be  remembered,  Dr  W.  set  out  with  denying. 

In  order  to  do  away  any  objections  of  which  he  anticipates  the 
}>robability,  from  the  experiments  having  been  performed  on  cold- 

*  For  the  minute  detail  of  these  experimentii,  1  must  again  ref«r  to  the  T^r)c 
iainui  Ij  pointed  out. 
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Uooded  aninials,  he  gives  an  account  of  an  expt riment  j±ude  €ki 
a  wann*Uooded  aniinal,  which,  as  he  thinks  it  decisive  of  tb^ 
question,  I  shall  examine  minutely* 

Having  failed  in  distinruishiDg  the  circidation  in  the  ear  of  a 
very  young  white  rabbit,  ne  ^*  made  a  small  opening  ihrtkigh  the 
skin  and  muscles  of  the  abdomen j  through  which,  h^  the  siru^les  of 
the  animal,  dportion  of  the  intestines  and  mesentery  xvere  soonprf}^ 
truded.  "  *  The  first  objection  which  occurs  to  this  experimenti 
relates  to  the  manner  in  which  it  wa&  performed.  He  apphed 
the  stimulus  himself,  while  the  Rev.  Mr  Boraston  observed  the 
efiects.  Now,  with  aU  due  deference  to  the  latter  gentleman,  this 
is  what  I  should  be  disposed  to  call  taking  the  result  of  an  expe- 
riment at  second-hand.  No  one  can  presume  to  doubt  that  Mr 
Boraston  reported  truly,  and,  as  far  as  he  was  able^  correctly^ 
what  he  observed  ;  but  the  investigation  of  phenomena  of  this 
kind,  is  a  matter  so  foreign,  in  general,  to  the  habit  of  pdrsoirs 
^f  his  order,  that  it  need  not  be  considered  any  impeachment  of 
his  talents  and  observation,  to  say  that  be  was  not  so  competent 
to  appreciate  all  these  delicate  operations,  as  a  person  more  fa* 
iniliar  with  the  subject.  .  Admitting,  however,  that  he  was  fuUy 
ccnnpetent,  I  would  say,  that  these  experiments  cannot  be  per* 
formed  with  the  same  accuracy  by  two  individuals  as  by  one* 
There  are  circumstances  which  might  materially  modify  the 
views  of  one  ap^ying  the  stimulus,  and  at  the  same  time  observ* 
ing  the  effects,  which  cannot  be  supposed  to  influence  the  uund 
of  him  who  performs  a  separate  part,  without  knowing  for  what 
purpose  it  is  intended.  Making  every  allowance,  therefore,  for 
the  advantage  which  the  experiment  derived  from  the  unpreju* 
diced  ol^servation  of  Mr  B.,  it  must,  I  apprehend,  be  admitted 
that  it  was  incomplete.  But  taking  it  as  a  satisfactorily  p^rfdrm* 
«d  experiment  in  every  respect.  I  shall  proceed  to  consider  it  oa 
its  own  grounds ;  and  I  trust  j  shall  make  it  appear  as  incompe- 
tent to  establish  Dr  Wilson's  opinion  as  any  of  the  former. 

The  violence  used  in  this  experiment  would,  of  itself,  almost 
destroy  its  inlliience  as  an  argument  in  favour  of  the  doctrine  oif 
debility.  The  stimulus  here  applied  in  the  very  act  of  preparing 
for  the  experiment,  was  by  much  too  powerful  to  insure  any 
accuracy  in  the  result,  and  produced  great  part  of  that  debility 
which  ought  to  have  been  the  consequence  of  the  inflammatioii 
tduring  the  process  employed  in  the  experiment.  Although  pro* 
irusions  of  the  intestines  do  sometimes  occur  without  being  ibl- 

*  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  occasioDany  altering  the  text  of  Dr  Wihon,  so  far 
as  to  put  in  italics  some  of  his  expressions,  to  ivbich  I  wish  to  dkect  the  reader^ 
|>articular  attention.  "  •   .  .      <  <  r   \- 
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lowed  %f  any  very  bftd  ecmseqtietic^,  yet  it  can  scarcely  be  dotfbu 
ed  llmt  the  violent  exposure  of  tlie  abdominai  contenu  may  fre- 
<|ueii^  give  rise  to  inSammation.  If  this  be  tbe  case,  we  must 
oonsim*  such  a  part  as  tbe  mesentery  but  ill  adapted  for  exhi- 
biting^ the  phenomena  of  inflaimn^ion.  Mr  Boraston  in  his  re- 
port says,  ^*  after  n  fem  minutes  exposure  to,  the  air^  die  vessels  be- 
oanie  visibi^  enlarged.  **  Besides,  there  is  no  parity,  nor  even  simi« 
larity,  between  the  condition  of  an  animal  under  tbe  influence  of 
terror  and  excruciating  pain,  and  that  of  tbe  human  body,  pre« 
viom  to,  or  during  an  attadc  of  inflammation  ;  nor  are  we  com« 
pelent  to  appreciate  correctly  the  effects  which  may  result  from 
tins  difference  of  condttion.  Trials  may  be  made  on  animate 
when  suffering  from  &ar  or  torture,  in  order  to  determine  some 
general  principle  i  but  for  the  purpose  of  tracing  accurately  the 
nioer  features  of  morbid  action,  these  mental  powers  must  have 
as  Sttle  to  do  with  the  experiment  as  possible.  Upon  these 
simple  grounds,  therefore,  this  experiment  of  Dr  W.  might  be 
disr^arded,  as  akogether  inconclusive  towards  invalidating  one 
hypothesis,  or  establishing  another.  I  have  no  intention,  how- 
ever, <^  availing  my«^of  this  mode  of  setting  it  aside,  but  shaU 
endeavoiTT  to  represent,  from  the  report  itself  in  what  respect 
Ihe  experiment  appears  to  me  to  be  defective. 

In  consequence  of  simple  •exposure  of  a  portion  of  the  mesen* 
iery  to  the  air,  in  the  first  instance,  **  he  perceived  the  globules 
of  the  blood  moving  along  with  great  rapidity,  but  not  in  suffici- 
ent quantity  to  give  a  red  coJour  to  the  vessels.  "  Queiy,  How 
eeuM  he  distinguish  the  moCion  of  the  globtdes  of  ihe^Mnodj  with- 
out, at  tbe  same  time,  discerning  ^e  red  colour  of  the  vessels  whick 
transmitted  them  i  *'  After  a  few  minutes  exposure  to  the  air, " 
that  is,  after  a  few  minutes  application  of  a  very  highly  exciting 
power,  (Dr  W.,  I  presume,  all  the  while  "  gently  irritating  the 
parts*');  and  after  the  increased  action  by  this  power  had  been 
eommnnicated  In  some  degree  to  the  vessels  nearer  the  heart,  ^^  the 
vessels  "  be  says  ^*  became  visibly  enlarged,  and  in  some  parts  as* 
somed  a  reddtnk  colour,  while  the  velocity  of  the  blood  was  pro- 
pCMTtionately  diminished.  "  This  is  almost  equivalent  to  his  hav- 
ing said, — The  vessels  having  been  debilitated,  in  consequence  of 
the  violent  stimulus  previously  applied  in  the  very  act  of  making 
the  experiment,  necessarily  yielded  to  the  stream,  which,  after 
the  application  of  the  stronger  stimulus,  ceased  to  stimulate 
thero  powertuHy ;  it  became  to  them  merely  a  distending  fluid, 
which  they  had  not  the  "power  to  re»st ;  and  redness  and  stagna- 
tion of  the  blood  were  the  consequences.  This  is  still  farther 
corroborated  by  what  follows:   "  As  soon  as  a  part  of  the  me?» 
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seDtery,  which  lay  within  the  field  of  obaervatiooy  and  appeared 
almost  colourless,  was  irritated  with  the  point  of  a  small  pair  of 
forceps,  a  red  spot  appeared ; "  showing,  that  the  vessels  had 
been  previously  roused  to  action  by  a  high  stimulus,  which  had 
perhaps  expelled  the  blood ;  but  on  the  irritation  being  made  by 
the  forceps,  they  were  so  violently  exiyted,  as  either  to  be  ex- 
hausted  altogether,  or  the  action  was  ^communicated  to  the 
neighbouring  vessels,  by  which  means  a  quantity  of  blood  was 
propelled  into  them,  which  they  were  unable  to  resbt,  and 
^consequently  received  it  *^  In  a  few  seconds,  '*  he  proceeds, 
**  it  increased  in  size ;  the  adjacent  parts  of  the  vessels  were 
distended ;  and  the  current  of  blood  becoming  less  rapid,  was 
for  some  distance  slightly  tinged  with  a  red  colour.  This  en* 
largement  of  the  vessels  gradually  extended ;  the  circulation  at 
this  time  was  extremely  languid,  and  at  length  was  not  discov^« 
able  at  all. "  There  is  evidently  an  ambiguity  in  the  former  part 
of  the  above  quotation  $  at  any  rate,  I  do  not  easily  understand 
what  idea  the  reporter  intends  to  convey  in  this  particular  case, 
by  the  distension  of  the  adjacent  parts  of  the  vessels^  in  relation  to 
the  spot ;  nor  am  I  able  to  affix  any  definite  meaning  to  the  ex- 
pression of  the  current  of  blood  being  slightly  tinged  with  a  red 
colour.  I  have  always  been  led  to  believe  that  there  is  no  fluid 
in  the  human  body  recognized  as  blood,  that  possesses  any  other 
colour  than  red.  This  inaccuracy  of  expression  is  one  of  the 
consequences  that  might  naturally  have  been  expected  from  hav- 
ing had  the  experiment  performed  in  the  manner  it  was  done. 
That  the  enlargement  of  the  vessels  would  take  place,  under 
the  circumstances  just  pointed  out,  and  that  the  circulation 
woidd  become  extremely  languid  in  consequence  of  it,  and  would 
^oon  cease,  and  gangrene  supervene,  is  precisely  what  we  should 
have  looked  for. 

If  these  observations  on  Dr  Wilson^s  experiments  be  founded 
on  fact  or  reas(Hi,  it  will  appear  that  the  latter  are  inadequate  to 
the  establishment  of  his  hypotliesis ;  and  hence,  the  conclusion 
which  he  draws  from  them  can  scarcely  be  admitted,  namely, 
that  ^^  the  state  of  the  capillaries  of  an  inflamed  part,  is  that  of 
preternatural  distension  and  debility. " 

He  goes  on :  ^*  The  state  of  the  larger  vessels  may  be  ascertain* 
ed  witnout  the  aid  of  the  microscope.  Unassisted  by  glasses,  we 
readily  perceive  that  they  do  not  sufier  a  similar  distension,  and 
their  increased  pulsation  sufficiently  evinces  ibeir  increased  ac- 
tion. "  That  the  larger  vessels  in  the  neighbourhood  have  their 
fiction  increased,  is  easily  understood;  but  that  it  is  so  in  con- 
tf^^iption  to  the  diminished  actioa  pf  the  extreme  or  mioHt^ 
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branches,  does  not  appear  to  be  so  dearlylnade  out.     That  their 
increased  piiisalion  can  be  more  easily  detected,  even  without 
the  aid  of  optical  instruments,  is  no  proof  that  it  exceeds  in  point 
of  vigour  the  action  of  the  extreme  vessels  at  some  period  or 
another  of  the  inflammation.     Their  inferior  distension  is  obvi- 
ously  owin^  to  their  partaking  more  sparingly  of,  or  being  less 
immediately  afiected  ny,  that  resistance  which  the  blood  meets 
with  in  its  passage  through  the  smaller  arteries,  and  which,  with 
the  extra  quantity  sent,  is  the  cause  of  the  accumulation.     Be- 
sides, this  difference  in  the  pulsation  between  the  larger  arteries, 
and  the  minute  vessels  of  a  part  really  in  a  state  of  inflam- 
mation,  has  not  been  demonstrated  by  experiment.      It  has 
been  merely  inferred  from  the  greater  facility  of  distinguish- 
ing the  pulsation  in  the  former  than  in  the  latter.     The  phe- 
nomena of  inflammation  are  in  direct  contradiction  to  any  such 
exclusive  increased  pulsation  of  the  larger  vessels ;  for  the  whole 
of  the  inflamed  part  is  found  to  participate  in  it.     The  reason 
why  it  is  not  so  distinctly  perceptible,  seems  to  be,  that  the 
quantum  of  pulsation  is  so  completely  expended  or  subdivided 
among  the  infinite  ramifications  of  the  arteries,  as  not  to  be  dis« 
tinctly  referable  to  any  individual  branch  or  set  of  vessels.     It  is 
therefore  to-  a  certain  extent  lost,  and  the  general  pulsation  of 
the  part  is  improperly  ascribed  to  the  larger  vessels.     In  confir- 
mation of  the  increased  pulsation  of  the  extreme  vessels,  I  may 
point  out  the  appearances  which  present  themselves  during  the 
inflammatory  s^e  of  cow-pox,  which  affords  an  example  of 
pure  superficial  inflammation.     The  phenomena  of  this  disease, 
which  particularly  illustrate  the  point  in  question,  are  easily  dis- 
cernible by  the  naked  eye.     About  the  period  when  the  areola  has 
been  completely  formed,  and  the  inflammation  has  reached  its 
height,  we  can  distinctly  perceive  the  pulsation  of  the  extreme 
vessels,  maiiced  by  the  alternate  paleness  and  redness  of  the  part 
^vhich  each  systole  and  diastole  of  the  vessels  occasions.     It  can- 
not be  allied  that  the  larger  vessels  are  alone  concerned  in  this  ; 
as,  however  much  their  pulsation  might  affect  the  alternate  risr 
ing  and  subsiding  of  the  inflamed  part,  it  could  not  materially 
affect  the  colour.     Moreover,  in  thi^  disease  the  inflamed  part 
is  more  accurately  defined  than  in  most  others,  which  in  some 
d^ree  impUes,  that  the  larger  vessels  in  the  neighbourhood  are 
very  Ittde,  if  at  all  engaged.     It  can  scarcely  be  believed  also, 
that  in  this,  which  presents  as  perfect  a  specimen  of  inflammar 
jtion  as  may  be,  in  which  the  vessels  are,  according  to  the  doc- 
trine of  deoility,  supposed  to  be  gorged  with  blood,  and  in  i| 
M4te  of  distension,  any  change  of  colour  could  take  place  ixon} 
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ftn  increased  pnlsadon  of  the  large  vessels  in  the  iminediate  vi- 
cinity. 

That  the  fcrger  vessels  are  not  afi^ted  in  the  same  manner 
fts  tlve  smaller,  after  the  inflammation  has  continued  for  soitae  timei 
is  just  s«rh  a  resuk  as  might  be  anticipated  in  those  experiments 
b5^  Dr  W.  on  inflammation,  on  a  most  trifling  scale.  The  in- 
creased action  of  the  vessels,  after  it  has  existed  for  a  consider- 
able period,  or  even  to  a  severe  extent  for  a  «hort  time,  produces 
such  a  degree  cf  dfebility,  as  to  render  them  unfit  to  perform 
their  fonctions ;  and  in  a  short  time  they  cease,  or  nearly  cease  to 
act.  As  the  part  cannot  long  remain  in  such  a  staite,  a  termina- 
tion to  this  process  takes  place  ;  the  impediments  to  the  circula- 
tion are  removed  by  the  natural  powers,  or  by  the  assistance  of 
art ;  and  the  vis  a  tergo  is  soon  brought  down  to  the  natural 
standard.  But  if  the  part  remain  for  any  length  of  time  in  this 
condition,  or,  what  amounts  perhaps  to  the  same  thing,  if  the  in- 
flammation beof  considerable  extent,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent 
the  larger  branches  from  being  successively  reduced  to  the  same 
state  of  debility,  -and  so  onwards  to  the  heart ;  and  we  accord- 
ingly find,  that  where  any  of  these  circumstances  are  present  to 
ft  very  great  degree,  the  increased  action,  and  (if  not  counter- 
acted)' the  deWhty,  are  soon  communicated  to  the  fountain  of 
life.  It  should  always  be  held  in  remembrance  too,  that  the  size 
of  the  vessels  is  merely  rdative,  and  that  the  most  extreme  rami- 
fication is  small,  only  in  relation  to  one  nearer  the  heart,  and  this 
again  to  the  one  next  in  order.  TTius,  the  facial  or  temporal  ar- 
teries may  be  as  small  with  respect  to  the  carotid,  as  is  the  most 
minute  branch  with  regard  to  these  arteries. 

It  may  be  noticed  in  this  place,  that  if  inflammation  were  in 
freneral  terminable  in  the  short  space  of  time  Dr  W.  allows, 
that  is,  if  the  vessels  were  deprived  in  a  great  measure  of  their 
excitability,  which  they  must  be  if  diey  cease  to  act,  and  remain 
any  time  with  the  Wood  stagnating  in  them,  there  is  no  latitude 
allowed,  and  inflammation  would  in  every  case  be  comparatively 
of  little  or  no  duration.  We  should  have  no  continuance  for 
several  days  of  almost  the  same  degree  of  redness,  pain,  heat,  and 
swdling  in  variola  vaccina.  A  common  phlegmon,  the  moment 
that  the  usual  routine  of  these  characteristic  appearances  had 
b(*en  established,  should  dissipate,  or  run  immediately  to  suppu- 
ration or  gangrene ;  whereas,  we  generally  observe  these  phe- 
nomena remain  for  some  time  with  little  perceptible  variation  ; 
Which  can  only  happen  from  the  vessels  continuing  to  possess  a 
considerable  portion  of  vigour,  which,  as  soon  as  it  has  been  ex- 
pended, (or  from  some  other  cause,  which  we  are  unable  to  as- 
certain), a  new  process  of  one  kind  or  another  commenceS|  en* 
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tirdy  differeBt  from  thiO;  which  w^  present  during  the  inflam- 
flodtion. 

Wij€ther  the  remarks,  I  have  thus  takaa  the  Kberty  of  oflfering 
on  the  experiments  of  Dr  Wilson,  and  the  reasoning  founded  oh 
them,  be  applicable  or  not,  it  must  at  aH  events  appear  that  the 
experiments  themselves  have  been  conducted  on  a  scale  by  far 
too  insignificant  fur  the  decision  of  a  point  of  so,  much  importance 
in  pathology,  as  the  doctrine  of  inflammation^ 

1  shall,  with  your  approbation,  continue,  in  a  succeeding 
dumber,  the  examination  of  the  remaining  parts  of  the  subject ; 
viz.  "  the  explanatioai  of  the  phenomena  of  inflammation,  the 
tttodus  operandi  of  its  causes,  and  of  the  means  which  relieve 
it,  "  and  also  '^  the  analogy  of  the  phenomena  of  inflasnmatioa 
and  fever.  '* 

H.  E. 
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Hu*iboldt's  Political  State  ef  New  Spain^  and  Humboldt  ani 

Bo^1*land's  Plantce  Equinoctiales. 

THE  arrival  of  a  second  volume  of  the  splendid  work  of  these 
indefat^able  travellers,  enables  us  to  lay  before  our  readers 
some  curious  information  respecting  the  fever  which  reigns  epi- 
demically on  the  eastern  coast  of  New  Spain. 

Vera  Cruz  is  considered  as  the  chief  seat  of  the  vomito^  which 
is  certainly  the  same  disease  with  the  yellow  fever,  that  hat 
afflicted  the  inhabitatits  of  the  United  States  of  America  since 
J  793,  Clavigero  and  other  writers  affirm,  that  it  occurred  for  the 
first  time  in  i725;  but  M.  Humboldt  is  of  opinion,  that  yellow 
fever  has  occurred  sporadicalJy ,  whenever  persons  born  in  a  cold 
climate  have  been  exposed,  \n  the  torrid  zone,  to  air  loaded  with 
miasmata.  In  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries,  the  mor- 
tality was  probably  much  less  tlian  afterwards:  ist.  Because  the 
tropical  part  of  America  was  only  visited  by  the  Portuguese  and 
Spaniards,  whose  constitutions  ai'e  less  hurt  by  great  heat  than 
l^e  inhabitants  of  more  northern  countries ;  2d,  The  early  coio- 
pists  of  the  We^t  Indies  were  not  coUected  into  such  populous 
towns ;  3d,  Because,  after  the  discovery  of  the  Amencan  conti*- 
nent,  the  Spaniards  were  less  attracted  by  commerce  to  the 
svarm  and  humid  shores,  and  preferred  the  more  temperate  ele- 
irated  .plains  of  the  interior.    Panama  and  ^ojnbre  de  i)ios  were 
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at  first  the  only  ports  in  which,  on  certain  occasions,  there  was  a 
considerable  concourse  of  strangers;  and,  as  early  as  1535,  the 
iormer  was  a  dangerous  residence  for  Europeans,  and  the  latter 
was  abandoned  in  1.584,  We  must  not  confound  the  period 
when  a  disease  was  first  described,  with  the  date  of  its  first  ap- 
pearance. The  most  ancient  description  of  yellow  fever,  is  by 
John  Ferreyra  de.Rosa,  a  Portuguese  physician,  who  observed 
the  epidemic  which  prevailed  at  Olinda  in  the  Brazils  from  1687 
to  1694,  shortly  after  the  Portuguese  army  had  conquered  Fer- 
nambuco.  In  1691,  it  appeared  in  Barbadoes,  and  was  called 
Kendall's  fever ;  but  there  was  no  proof  of  its  having  been  im- 
ported from  Fernambuco.  Ulloa  reports,  from  the  information 
of  the  natives,  that  the  vomito  prieto  was  not  known  at  St  Marthe 
and  Carthagena  before  171^9-30,  or  at  Guayaquil  before  1740. 

The  black  vomit  has  never  yet  been  observed  on  the  west 
coast  of  New  Spain.  The  inhabitants  of  the  sea-shore,  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Papagallo  to  Saint  Blas^  are  subject  to  gastric, 
which  often  degenerates  into  adynamic  fever ;  and  it  may  be 
stated,  that  a  Bilious  constitution  reigns  almost  continually  in 
those  plains,  which,  though  arid  and  burning,  are  intersected  by 
marshes,  the  resort  of  tlie  crocodile.  The  yellow  fever,  and  we 
request  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  the  ikct,  is  still  unknown 
even  at  Acapuloo,  which  Humboldt  describes  as  one  of  the  most 
unhealthy  situations  of  the  New  World  j  where  the  heat  is  more 
oppressive,  and  the  air  more  stagnating,  than  at  Vera  Cruz;  where 
the  inhabitants,  for  a  grpat  part  of  the  year,  do  not  see  the  sun,  ex« 
cept  through  a  stratum  of  olive-coloured  vapour,  not  affecting  the 
hygrometer  5  and  where  henps  ot  fish  putrefying,  exhale  vapours 
which  are  considered  as  the  chief  cause  of  the  bilious  putrid  fe- 
vers which  reign  upon  that  coast,  and  which,  with  cholera  mor- 
bus, carry  off  numbers  of  the  Mexicans  who  descend  from  the 
high  table- lands  to  purchase  goods  on  the  arrival  ol  the  galleons. 
So  favourable  does  the  situation  of  Acapulco  appear  to  Hum- 
boldt for  the  development  of  yellow  fever,  that  he  attempts  to 
account  for  its  absence.  ^'  Perhaps,  if  this  port,  instead  of  be- 
ing frequented  by  ships  from  Manilla,  Guayaquil,  and  other  places 
of  the  torrid  zone,  received  ships  from  Chili  and  the  north-west 
coast  of  America;  if  it  were  visited  at  the  same  time  by  a  great- 
er number  of  Europeans  or  of  the  highland  Mexicans;  the  bilious 
fever  would  soon  degeneiate  into  yellow  fever,  and  the  germ  of 
.this  last  disease  would  develop  itself  m  a  still  more  fatal  man- 
ner than  at  Vera  Cruz. "  Uur  readers  will  probably  recollect  Ur 
Mitchell's  theory  of  seyj^ow,  and  his  liiustration  of  it,  by  ascribing 
<he  healthiness  of  all  lit' estone  countries  to  the  absorption  of 
1^  sejpiic  acid.     Of  ihe  lalsity  of  this  hypothesis^.  Gibraltar  has 
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furnished  an  incontrovertible  proof,  and  the  j^eat  lime- kilns  of 
Acapulco  aflK*>rd  another;  still,  however,  such  is  the  political 
influence  of  Dr  Mitchell's  theory,  that  on  Humboldt's  arrival  at 
Philadelphia  from  the  West  Indies,  the  hatchways  were  gravely 
painted  with  lime-water  to  absorb  the  sepfon  which  was  suppose<! 
to  be  aboard  the  vessel ; — the  poor  Spanish  sailors,  in  their  igno- 
rance, naturally  enough  concluded,  that  it  was  some  magical 
operation,  from  which  such  a  disproportionate  effect  as  the  de- 
struction of  contagion  was  expected. 

From  the  uniformity  of  the  heat  during  the  year  at  Acapulco, 
Humboldt  dreads,  that  if  ever  the  yellow  fever  is  developed  there, 
it  will  continue  during  the  whole  year,  as  in  other  situations  where 
the  temperature  varies  only  two  or  three  degrees  during  the 
year. 

It  is  a  mistake  that  the  yellow  fever  never  appears  in  the  south- 
ern hemisphere.  It^  in  fact,  first  attacked  a  number  of  Euro- 
peans at  Olinda,  in  the  Brazils;  it  prevailed  at  Guayaquil  in 
1740 ;  and  in  the  beginning  of  this  century,  at  Monte  Video, 
so  celebrated  for  the  salubrity  of  its  climate.  During  the  last 
fifty  years,  the  yellow  fever  has  not  appeared  upon  the  coast  of 
the  racific  Oc>ean,  except  at  Panama;  and  there,  as  at  Callao, 
the  commencement  of  a  great  epidemic  is  often  marked  by  the 
arrival  of  some  ships  from  Chili ;  not  that  they  imported  the  dis* 
ease  from  a  country  where  it  never  existed,  but  because  its  in- 
habitants, coming  from  the  healthiest  country  in  the  world,  ex- 
perience the  same  fatal  effects  of  a  sultry  air,  loaded  with  putrid 
emanations,  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  north. 

On  the  coast  of  Mexico,  an  intimate  connexion  is  observed 
Between  the  progress  of  disease  and  the  temperature  of  the  air. 
At  Vera  Cruz  there  are  only  two  seasons;  that  of  the  north- winds, 
which  blow  from  the  autumnal  to  the  vernal  equinox,  and  of 
the  south-east,  which  blows  pretty  regularly  from  March  to  Sep- 
tember. The  vomito  does  not  commence,  generally,  till  the  medi- 
um heat  is  75**  Fahr.  and  is,  therefore,  seldom  seen  in  December, 
January,  and  February;  and  although  May  is  warmer  than  Sep- 
tember and  October,  its  ravages  are  most  dreadful  in  these  latter 
months,  because  a  certain  duration  seems  necessary  to  develop 
its  full  force.  Thus,  when  it  has  b^en  very  violent  in  summer,  it 
continues  more  or  less  during  winter;  but  when  it  has  been  mild 
in  summer,  it  ceases  a'together:  also,  the  rain  which  lasts  from 
June  to  September,  cannot  be  without  influence.  The  commence- 
ment and  termination  of  the  rainy  season  are  most  to  be  dreaded* 

M.  Humboldt  is  of  opinion,  that  the  vomito  is  not  naturalhf 
contagious,  but  that  it  is  not  inconsistent  with  other  pathologic^ 
phenomena  tor  it  to  become  so^  Irom  the  influence  of  clinwte 
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and  seasons,'  the  accUmulatioii  of  sick,  Mid  individual  suscepti- 
bility. Thus,  between  the  tropics,  e.  g,  at  Vera  Cruz,  the  vomits 
is  universally  allowed  to  be  net  contagious;  while,  in  the  more 
temperate  climate  of  Europe,  its  contagious  nature  was  as  in- 
disputably proved,  by  the  escape  of  individuals  ixi  the  very  fo- 
cus of  the  disease^  who  secluded  themselves:  and  in  the  inter- 
mediate climate  of  North  America,  its  contagious  nature  has  al- 
ways bem  the  silbject  of  violent  controversy.  In  tropical  situa* . 
tions,  a  second  attack  of  yellow  fever  is  rare,  at  Vera  Cruz  un- 
l^nown,  but  in  tlie  United  States  it  is  not  uncommon. 

Near  Vera  Cruz,  the  v(mii0  never  occurs  higher  up  than  308O 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  which  is  exactly  the  limit  below 
which  the  Mexican  oaks  cease  to  grow. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  persons  born  and  brought  up  in  Vera 
Cruz,  are  not  there  subject  to  the  diseased  The  ^ame  is  true  at 
Havannah,  with  regard  to  its  inhabitants;  and  yet  the  natives 
qf  Havannah  are  sometimes  attacked  with  yellow  fever  when 
they  visit  Vera  Cruz,  in  August  or  September;  whUe,  on  the 
ooptrary,  natives  of  Vera  Cruz  have  died  of  yellow  fever  at  Ha* 
Hannah,  Jamaica,  and  the  United  States. 

It  is  also  remarkable,  that  the  natives  of  equinoctial  countries^ 
such  as  V^a  Cruz  and  Havannah,  are  not  susceptible  of  yellow^ 
fever  !n  their  own  country,  while,  in  the  more  temperate  climates 
of  North  America,  and  Old  Spain,  the  natives  suffer  equally  with, 
strangers.  The  whiles  and  metis^  who  inhabit  the  elevated  in- 
terior of  Mexico,  e$pecia}ly  the  muleteers  and  recruits,  suffer  more 
from  yellow  fever  than  strangers  who  arrive  by  sea,  probably 
Irom  experiencing  a  more  sumen  change  *of  temperature. 

In  the  most  sickly  season,  the  shortest  stay  in  Vera  Cruz  is 
sufficient  to  excite  the  disease  in  strang^s.  Inhabitants  of  the 
city  of  Mexico  going  to  Europe,  generally  remain  at  Xalapa  un- 
til the  very  moment  of  the  vessel  sailing;  set  out  in  the  middle  of 
the  night,  and  are  carried  through  Vera  Cruz  in  a  litter  to  the 
boat  waiting  for  them  at  the  Mole ;  and  yet  these  often  die  of 
yellow  fever  in  a  few  days :  And  in  like  manner  Europeans,  who, 
on  their  arrival,  find  litters  prepared  to  carry  them  up  to  Perote, 
do  not  always  escape. 

At  Vera  Cruz,  the  yellow  fever  generally  lasts  longer  than  six 
or  se\'€n  days  ;  and  deaths  in  the  course  of  30  or  40  hours  are 
Very  r^ire  \  whereas  in  Old  Spain,  cases  have  terminated  fatally 
in  6  or  7  hours.  The  mortality  is  always  greatest,  when  sevenil 
ships  of  war,  find  many  merchant  vessels  arrive  at' the  same  time 
in  summer  ^  thus  the  cruel  epidemic  of  1794>,  followed  upon  the 
arrival  of  three  men  of  war. 
'  Although  the  votnifo  at  first  indicates  an  asthenic  diathesis^ 
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blood-letting  is  considered  dangerous  lit  Vera  Cruz,  the  passage 
from  synocna  to  typhus  is  %o  rapid.  In  the  comaieticeinent 
of  the  disease,  minoratives,  bathing,  iced  water,  sorbets,  and  o« 
tber  debilitating  ren>edies  are  preferred  ;  but  when,  to  speak  in 
the  language  of  Brown,  whose  system,  it  appears,  bas  excited 
more  enthusiasm  in  Mexico,  than  in  any  part  of  Europe,  the 
indirect  debility  manifests  itself,  the  most  powerful  stimuli  are 
given  with  great  success,  such  as  more  than  an  hundred  drops  o€ 
sulphuric  ether,  and  60  or  70  drops  of  liaudanum,  every  hour. 
Cinchona  has  not  been  so  successful  in  Vei*a  Crus,  as  in  the 
West  [ndies  and  Spain,  and  the  mercurial  treatment,  though 
frequently  tried,  has  been  very  generally  abandoned*  Fi  ictiona 
with  olive  oil  have  been  more  successful. 

The  yetbw  fever  appears  at  distant  but  irregular  periods* 
The  epidemic  of  1762,  is  the  first  on  record,  which,  however, 
does  not  go  back  more  than  half  a  century.  It  continued  to 
appear  everyyearimtiM  77^,*  after  which  it  did  not  return  till 
1794,  although  during  all  tb^  intermediate  year;,  the  concourao 
of  foreign  sailors  was  very  great.  Since  1794,  it  has  prevailed 
whenever  the  north  trade^^wind  ceases  to  blow.  Meteorological 
observations  have,  as  yet,  thrown  no  light  upon  th^^  periodical 
epidemics. 

Angusiura*    Bonplandia  trifolifUat 

We  are  always  pleased  when  the  discovery  of  the  source  of 
any  articles  of  the  Materia  Medie%  lessens  our  ignorance  of  th« 
instruments  of  our  art.  The  angustura  bark,  since  its  introduce 
tion  into  medicine,  has  given  rise  to  many  felse  conjectures.  It 
has  been  ascribed  to  the  brucea  f^rruginea,  which  grows  in  Abys« 
sinia,  and  to  the  magnolia  glauca,  which  is  iiot  found  in  any 
part  of  South  America.  Humboldt  and  Bonpland  were  lucky 
enough  to  meet  with  it  at  St  Thomas»  in  New  Guayaoa,  in  Jun« 
1800.  They  perceived  that  it  belonged  to  an  undescribed  genus ; 
and  having  sent  a  specimen  of  it  to  Professor  Willdenow  of  Berf> 
tin,  he  described  it  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  Berlin  Academy  for 
1802,  and  named  it,  in  honour  of  its  discoverer,  Bonplandia  f 
vbich  name  has  been  retained  by  our  travellers  in  their  magni* 
ficent  work,  and  may  ther^bre  be  considered  as  established* 
From  the  PUuita  EquinoctiakSf  Vol.  II.  p.  59>  we  quote  the  fot 
lowing  description : 

Bonplandia!'  Pentapdrla  monogynia,  Zdn.  Ordo  naturaliay 
Quassia,  Juss.  ^ 
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Character  genericus* 

{Willd,  Monogr.  in  Act.  Acad.  Berolin.  ann.  1802.— p.  24.) 

Calyx :  perianthium  monophyllum,  campanula  turn ,  persistens, 
tomentosum,  laciaiis  ovatis,  obtusis.  Corolla  quinquepetaW 
tubulosa,  petalis  lanceolatis,  obtusis,  coriaceis,  extus  tomentosisy 
marline  cohaerentibus,  et  corollam  monopetalam,  pentagonam 
mentientibus.  Nectarium  duplex ;  glandulae  quinque  obiongffif 
obtu^ae;  et  squaniae  totidem  truncal ae  pubescentes,  glandulis 
dictis  cinctse,  ad  basim  germinis.  Stamina:  filamenta  quinque 
lineari-  lanceolata,  basi  parum  dilatata,  infra  medium  petalorum 
inserta ;  antheras  line^^es,  versatiles.  Pistillum  :  germina  quin- 
que coalita  ;  stylus  filiformisy  staminibus  brevior  ;  stigmata  qain- 
que  oblonga,  obtusa,  crassa,  conniventia.  Pericaipium :  capsute 
quinque,  coalitae,  uniloculaires,  monospermse,  bivalves.  Semen 
ovatum. " 

The  Bbnplandia  is  a  native  of  South  America,  and  frequent  in 
the  woods  near  Carouy,  and  Alta  Gracia.  It  grows  to  the  height 
of  from  sixty  to  eighty  feet,  of  an  elegant  and  majestic  form.  Its 
trunk  is  straight  an4  cylindricaK  The  bark  is  only  one  or 
two  lines  in  thickness,  and  is  sometimes  cracked  externally. 
The  wood  is  of  a  clear  yellow  colour,  dense,  and  susceptible 
of  a  polish  like  boxwood.  The  branches  are  alternate,  the  low- 
er horizontal,  the  upper  more  upright.  The  bark  of  the  young- 
er branches  is  of  a  fine  green  colour,  dotted  with  greyish  tuber- 
cles. The  leaves  are  evergreen,  alternate,  composed  of  three 
leafits,  one  or  two  feet  in  length,  the  middle  one  being  one-sixth 
longer  than  the  lateral  oties,  supported  on  a  common  foot- stalk 
ten  or  eleven  inches  long.  The  leaves,  when  fresh,  exhale  an  ex- 
tremely agreeable  aromatic  odour.  The  corymbus  is  tormina!, 
about  fourteen  or  eighteen  inches  long,  having  a  foot- stalk  of  near- 
ly the  same  length  with  that  of  the  leaves,  and  composed  of  al- 
ternate twigs,  bearing  each  from  three  to  six  flowers. 

In  its  botanical  character,  the  Bonplandia  approaches  most 
nearly  to  quassia,  but  is  suflBciently  distinguished  by  the  insertion 
of  its  stamina  into  the  petals,  and  by  the  petals  cohering  at  their 
basis,  resembling  a  monopetalous  corolla. 

The  name  Angustura  bark,  is  derived  from  the  Spanish  de- 
nomination CQicarilla  or  corteza  del  Angostura.  From  the  very 
considerable  contraction  of  the  Orinoco  near  Guayana,  the  town 
of  St  Thomas  is  vulgarly  called  La  Angostura^  the  straits,  and 
therefore  it  is  not  correct  to  write  Cortex  Augustuice  or  Augusta^ 
as  has  been  done,  under  the  false  supposition  that  the  bark  came 
from  the  town  of  St  Augustin  in  Florida. 
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The  Bonplandia  trifoliata^  which  has  the  form  of  the  cacaa 
tree,  seems  to  belong,  like  the  Myristica  otoba,  Bertholetia  and 
Ceroxylon,  to  those  groups  of  valuable  plants  which  Nature  has 
confined  within  a  very  small  extent  of  country.  It  is  chiefly 
found  to  the  south  of  the  lower  Orinoco^  in  the  missions  of 
Carouy,  inhabited  by  the  Caribbs^  28  leagues  east  from  Angos- 
tura. It  is  frequeat  in  the  fine  forests  around  Villa  de  UpatUf 
Alia  Oraciuj  and  Copapui^  between  the  rivers  Carouy  and  Upatu, 
but  five  or  six  leagues  distant  from  the  right  bank  of  the  Carouy. 
The  bark  is  an  article  of  commerce  at  Saint  Thomas,  Carouy, 
and  Trinidad.  Bonpland  also  found  it  among  the  plants  of  the 
gul^  of  Santa  Fe,  between  Cumana  and  New  Barcelona. 

The  Catalonian  capuchins  who  possess  the  missions  of  Carouy, 
pt^are  with  great  care  an  extract  of  angostura  bark,  which 
tkey  distribute  to  the  convents  of  Catalonia. 

lie  Bonplandia  is  unfortunately  indicated  on  the  tableau  be* 
longing  to  Humboldt's  geography  of  plants,  under  the  title  of 
Cusparia  FArifuga^  which  has  led  the  London  college  into  a  false 
Boiatadfituiie*  It  must  not  be  confounded  With  the  Cuspa  or 
false  Qnc^k^ia  of  Cumana,  which  has  alternate  leaves. 
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PART  IL 

CRITICAL    ANALYSIS. 


1. 

A  Treatise  on  the  Prirtcipcd  Diseases  of  Dublin.  By  Martin 
TuoMY,  M.D.  T.C.D.  and  Fellow  of  the  King  and  Queen's 
College  of  Physicians  in  Ireland.  8vo.  pp.  399.  Dublin, 
1810. 

(^0M£  of  the  most  important  contributions  to  the  knowledge  of 
^  the  naturalist,  the  antiquary,  and  the  historian,  are  to  be 
found  in  those  local  histories  of  towns  and  districts,  compiled  up- 
on the  spot  by  a  resident  inquirer,  to  whom  all  the  traditions  and 
records  connected  with  it,  as  well  as  the  physical  circumstances 
of  the  place,  had  become  familiar  from  long  and  repeated  obser-* 
vation.  In  like  manner,  the  endemic  histories  of  the  human  con- 
fititution,  if  we  may  so  speak,  the  local  varieties  of  health  and 
disea^,  are  extremely  interesting  to  the  pathologist ;  inasmuch 
as  they  tend  to  elucidate  in  particular  the  causes  of  diseases,  to 
show  the  influence  of  various  physical  and  moral  agents  on  the 
living  body,  and  to  enable  us,  therefore,  to  adopt  a  system  of  pre- 
ventive measures,  which  may  often  supersede  the  pains  and  dan- 
gers of  disea8e,/and  the  more  uncertain  expedients  employed  for 
tne  purpose  of  cure.  Tliis,  however,  implies  a  concomitant  ac- 
count of  what  has  been  called  the  medical  topography  of  the 
place  referred  to,  as  well  as  a  history  of  the  seasons  during 
which  the  diseases  occurred. 

On  perusing  the  title-page  of  this  book,  the  reader  will  pro- 
bably expect  that  he  is  about  to  meet  with  such  a  history.  But, 
like  ourselves,  he  will  be  doomed  to  suffer  the  disappointment 
of  finding  only  a  general  systematic  treatise  on  some  of  the  most 
common  disorders  of  the  human  frame,  in  every  quarter  of  the 
globe,  without  any  reference  to  the  local  circumstances  under 
which  they  appear :  so  that  it  might  equally  serve  for  a  treatise 
on  the  principal  diseases  of  Moscow,  Geneva,  or  Amsterdam,  as 
•n  those  of  tne  metropoln  of  Ireland.     He  will  observe  this 


IB12,      Dr  Taomy  on  the  Principal  Diseases  of  Dublim       si 

oeptioOy  however,  to  its  application  to  die  places  just  mentioned, 
that  several  of  the  ordinary  maladies  of  those  places  are  not  to  be 
foupd  in  this  treatise :  the  small-pox,  for  example,  the  croup, 
hvdrocephalns,  epilepsy,  diabetes,  the  diseases  of  the  kidneys, 
bladder  and  heart,  colic,  diarrhoea,  gout,  erysipelas,  hysteria, 
piles,  hydrophobia,  scrofula,  insanity,  &o.  &c.  are  not  described 
amonff  the  principal  diseases  of  Dublin.  The  gout,  indeed,  is 
casually  alluded  to,  once  or  twice,  in  its  irregular  forms ;  and 
erysipelas  is  used  as  the  appellation  of  a  disease,  which  differs 
not  less  from  erysipelas  in  its  appearance  and  progress,  than 
from  small-pox;  viz.  the  zona^  or  shingles  t  but  of  the  other  dis** 
eases  just  specified,  we  find  no  notice  whatever. 

If  it  be  difficult  to  discover  any  reason  for  the  omission  of* 
diese  ordinary,  but  impiortant  maladies  from  the  catalogue ;  it  is 
not  more  easy  to  account  for  the  arrangement  of  those  which  are 
selected  for  description.  It  would  almost  seem  that  they  have 
been  put  together  by  the  printer,  as  the  separate  essays  happened 
to  lie  in  the  authpr'sport-folio,  rather  than  from  any  principle 
of  connexion.  Dr  Tuomy  begins,  indeed,  by  telling  us,  thaf 
be  has  adopted  a  new  classification,  by  arranging  under  the  head' 
of  bUious  diseases  a  number  of  disordersjwhich  "  are  far  differ- 
ently arranged  in  systematic  works ; ''  namely,  bilious  fever,  in« 
Sanunation  of  the  Uver,  jaundice,  cholera,  dyspepsia,  and  dysen- 
tciy.  But  the  wbrk  proceeds,  without  any  intimation,  where 
the  bilious  class  is  concluded,  and  a  new  doss  begun.  Having 
discussed  the  diseases  just  enumerated,  the  author  proceeds  to  in- 
termittent and  typhoid  fevers :  but  between  tlie  two,  he  places 
dropsy  in  its  three  ordinary  forms.  After  typhus,  he  treats  of 
worms,  and  then  of  catarrn,  influenza,  pneumonia,  and  inflam- 
matory sore-throat.  Next  follow  rheumatism,  acute  and  chro- 
nic, inflammation  of  the  stomach  and  of  the  bowels,  measles, 
and  scarlet-fever.  After  scarlet-fever,  Uie  gripes,  diarrhoea,  and 
convulsions  of  infancy  are  introduced,  and  followed  by  apoplexy^ 
p^y,  asthma,  and  chincough,  leucorrhoea,  menorrhagia,  and  St 
Vitus's  dance.  To  conclude  the  motley  assemblage,  a  small  col- 
lection of  chronic  cutaneous  diseascfis  brings  uptberiear,  and 
completes  the  list  of  "  the  principal  diseases  of  Dublin.  " 

Our  readers  will  not  expect  that  we  shall  enter  into  a  syste- 
matic  detail  of  the  symptoms,  causes,  and  treatment  of  these  or- 
dhiary  cpmplaints;  which  are  here  described  in  the  ordinary 
terms  of  other  systematic  treatises.  We  shaD  call  their  atten- 
tion to  those  subjects  only,  which  possess  some  degree  of  im- 
tH>rtance  or  of  novelty. 

One  leading  featurcxof  the  work,  is  the  reference  of  a  consi- 
derable number  of  disorder's,  both  aiCUte  and  chronicj  to  a  nior-* 
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bid  condition  of  the  secretions  poured  into  the  alimentary  canal  5' 
a  source  of  disease  from  whicn  the  views  of  practitioners  had 
been  for  a  long  time  diverted,  by  the  doctrines  of  the  vitcA  or 
nervous  pathologists,  and  especially  by  the  plausible  dreams  of 
Brown,  but  to  which  a  general  sense  of  the  value  of  observation 
and  induction,  aided  by  the  important  publications  of  Dr  Hamil- 
ton, Mr  Abemethy,  &c.  has  of  late  recalled  the  attention  of  pro* 
fessional  men.  Fifteen  or  twenty  years  ago,  when  spasm,  and 
sthenia,  and  afthenia,  were  the  leading  articles  of  our  iaith,  an 
intelligent  German  traveller*  expressed  his  surprise,  Aat  th^ 
gastric  system  was  almost  entirely  unnoticed  by  the  Ekiglish  phy>- 
sicians :  And  had  the  work  of  Dr  Hamilton  been  then  publisn^, 
it  would  probably  have  been  scouted  by  the  ittuminati  m  the 
schools  of  excitability  and  sensorial  power,  as  a  tissue  of  empi* 
jfical  absurdity,  or  condemned,  by  them,  to  the  saine  oblivion  with 
,  the  observations  of  the  practical  German.  What  our  author  has 
said  upon  this  subject,  seems  to  be  partly  the  result  of  petsontd 
experience ;  but,  as  he  scarcely  ever  condescends  to  name  or  re* 
fer  to  any  other  writer,  and  never  quotes  the  page,  chapter,  of 
even  title  of  any  work,  it  is  not  easy  to  collect  how  much  is  bor- 
rowed. We  think,  however,  that  he  is  far  from  being  discrirai- 
natite  in  his  generalizations,  or  very  accurate  in  his  magnostics^ 

He  commences  with  an  enumeration  of  the  following  symp- 
toms, as  common  to  all  *<the  bilious  and  hepatic  diseases  of 
Dublin : "  iiamely,  pain  and  fulness,  with  some  soreness  on  pres- 
sure, in  the  abdomen,  especially  in  the  epigastrium  and  hypo- 
chondria ;  flatulence ;  bitterness  of  the  mouth  ;  loaded  tongue, 
of  all  shades  from  a  light  yellow  to  a  dark  brown  or  black  ;  nau- 
sea ;  sallow  or  yellowish  tinge  of  the  complexion  and  eyes ;  want 
of  appetite  j  irregularity  of  bowels,  which  are  most  common^ 
costive,  but  sometimes  tnere  is  a  scan^  purging,  with  tenesmus; 
sighing,  which,  he  affirms,  is  commonjy  the  precursor  of  a  critical 
eruption  on  the  skin,  especially  of  a  miliary  kind ;  and  vert%o, 
which  often  amounts  to  violent  headach. 

His  description  of  the  symptoms  of  biEous  fever  is  neither  fifll 
nor  very  discriminative :  but  some  of  his  remarks  on  the  noethod 
of  cure,  and  especially  on  the  operation  of  purgative  medicineiS, 
accord  so  accurately  with  what  we  have  often  witnessed,  that  we 
cannot  doubt  that  they  are  the  result  of  actual  investigation. 
After  premising  that  the  principal  object  of  medicine  consists  in 
removing  the  acrid  contents  of  the  bowels,  and  correcting  the 
morbid  secretions ;  in  relieving  topical  distress ;  and  in  supplying 

— 

*  Mr  Fifcher.     See  Annals  of  Medicine,  vol.  I.  p.  67^ 
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.the  patient  with  li^ht  nburishment,  diluting  drink,  and  pure  air^ 
and  maintaining  cleanliness ;  he  says, 

^*  The  purgatives  must  be  steadily  persevered  in  throughout  the 
complaint;  for  it  is  upon  them  we  must  principally  rely  for  success: 
and  as  the  accumulation  of  jfoul  matter  in  the  alimentary  canal  is  con- 
stantly and  copiously  produced ;  so  there  is  no  disease  in  which  the 
fiee  and  regular  use  of  purgatives  causes  less  distress,  or  gives  more 
uniform  relief.  It  frequently  happens,  that  from  the  operation  of  a 
purgadve,  a  large  quantity  of  foul  excrements  comes  away;  and  yet 
fn  ten  or  twelve  hours  after,  there  is  another  large  evacuation,  so  as 
often  to  cause  great  surprise  how  so  much  could  be  generated  in  so 
short  a  time ;  and  these  copious  and  foul  evacuations  continue  for 
leveral  succesnve  days  without  inducing  proportionable  weakness;  but 
4m  ihe  contrary  they  procure  great  mitigation  of  the  symptoms:  even 
delicate  autid  young  femsdes  are  relieved,  without  being  exhausted,  by 
these  evacuations. '' 

These  copious  discharges  of  muddy^  or  pitchy,  and  oHensiye 
lAociSf  indeed,  are  often  such  as  to  excite  the  astonishment  of  the 
patient  himsd^  and  his  attendants;  who  express  thdr"  wonder, 
whence  ail  die  matter  can  come:  '^  for  it  very  far  exceeds  the  quan- 
ta^ of  the  ingesta,  both  liquid  and  solid.  And  so  far  from  pro- 
dudngweaknesa,  we  have  often  observed  with  pleasure  the  renew- 
al of  strength  which  these  evacuations  occasion,  when  a  languor 
and  depression  of  the  animal  powers,  even  to  fainting,  had  pre- 
viously existed.  But  we  have  likewise  remarked,  that  as  soon  as 
the  anrine  excretions  have  assumed  a  natural  appearance,  a  much 
smaller  evacuation  has  actually  produced  a  considerable  reduction 
4xf  the  strength*  The  author  has,  perhaps,  not  sufficienly  press- 
ed upon  the  attention  of  his  readers  the  necessity  of  carefully 
inspecting  the  alvine  disdiarges ;  which  affords  the  "best,  or  in- 
deed the  principal  index,  as  to  the  regulation  of  the  purgative 
medicine.  He  judiciously  observes,  however,  that  ^^  it  is  remark- 
able that  we  are  disappointed  of  any  substantial  improvement  in 
the  state  of  our  patient,  whilst  the  dark  faeces  remain  behind, 
notwithstanding  tne  quantity  of  the  evacuations  procured. "  p.  9. 

**  In  the  exhibition  of  medicine  to  produce  those  desirable  chan- 
jges, "  he  states,  "  it  is  proper  to  observe,  that  some  purgatives  will 
pass  through  the  bowels  with  the  effect  of  causing  repeated  and  li- 
-quid  stools;  but  will  leave  the  greatest  part  of  the  sordes  behind 
them,  (of  this  I  have  seen  several  instances) ;  so  that  an  appropriate 
cathartic  exhibited  immediately  after  this  liquid  purging,  shall  bring 
away  copious  stools  of  fetid,  dark,  and  solid  excrements.  The  ad- 
wsmtage  of  selecting  the  effectual  purgatives,  and  of  avoiding  that  in** 
judicious  use  of  any  medicine,  because  it  has  the  name  of  a  purge,  I 
conceive  it  necessary  to  enforce ;  because  I  believe  the  practice  of  re- 
sorting to  purgatives  indiscriminately  has  often  converted  into  a  lin- 
gering disease,  that  which  might  have  been  cured  in  thr^e  or  four 
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4ays ;  and  has  not  nnfrequently  been  the  means  of  sapping  away  a 
large  portion  of  valuable  health.  "     p.  7- 

With  these  observatioDSi  practitioners  in  general  will  conicide, 
as  well  as  in  the  preference  given  to  calomel,  combined  with 
rhubarb  or  jalap,  as  the  purgative  most  to  be  depended  upon,  in 
ithe  first  instance,  and  also  in  recommending  the  junction  of  an 
opiate  with  the  mercurial,  in  the  case  of  irritability  or  tenesmus 
in  the  bowels.  The  various  expedients  directed  to  be  employed 
for  the  removal  of  urgent  symptoms,  are,  on  the  whole,  judici* 
pus.  But,  "  in  the  phrenitic  or  violent  deUriiim,  "  (which,  by 
the  way,  i$  not  very  common  in  a  mere  bilious  fever  in  this  coun- 
try)! we  are  satisfied  that  the  section  of  the  temporal  artery  is 
infinitely  more  efficacious,  and  less  equivocal  in  its  benefits,  than 
bleeding  firom  the  arm,  as  our  author  advises.  It  affords  us  a 
much  more  effectual  control  over  the  morbid  circulation  in  the 
head;  and,  therefore,  at  once  subdues  the  phrenitic  state;  and, 
by  superseding  the  necessity  of  repeating  the  detraction  of  blood, 
is  ultimately  a  saving  of  the  strength  oftlie  patient.  Of  this  we 
have  seen  some  examples  in  this  country;  and  the  testimony  of 
the  late  ingenious  Dr  Irvine,  in  regard  to  the  success  of  the 
practice  in  the  ibvers  of  Sicily,  tends  strongly  to  establish  the 
fact,  f 

In  the  observations  under  the  head  of  hepatitis,  we  find  a  con- 
siderable degree  of  confusion.  For  not  only  are  the  symptoms 
of  acute  and  chronic  hepatitis  intermixed;  but  the  enlargement, 
scirrhosity,  and  tuberculated  state  of  the  liver,  are  included  un- 
der the  same  head.  From  this  confusion,  perhaps,  originated 
some  of  the  following  observations. 

^*  Hepatitis  most  commonly  attacks  oldpersonsy  those  of  irritable 
and  relaxed  constitutions,  those  who  are  much  addicted  to  the  use  of 
spirituous  and  fjsrmented  liquors,  persons  of  indolent  and  sedentary 
habits,  and  who  indulge  freely  in  the  use  of  tea  and  coffee :  Hence 
Moomen  frequendy  suffer  from  liver  diseases,  in  consequence  of  their 
sedentary  habits,  and  of  their  excessive  indulgence  in  the  use  of  these 
slow  poisons,  tea  and  coffee,  "  Sec.     p.  30. 

But  the  observations  on  erysipelas  (which  is  casually  mention « 
ed  under  the  head  of  hepatitis)  betray  an  extraordinary  want  of 
accuracy  or  of  inattention.  We  are  told,  that  "  in  hepatitis, 
erysipelas  will  seize  upon  different  parts  of  the  surface :  some- 
times it  fixes  upon  the  leg  or  arm ;  sometimes  it  imperfectly  en- 
circles the  trunk  below  the  hypochondria,  in  the  form  called  zona 
ignea^  and  it  is  then  o(  the  paptdary  kind,  "  &c.  (p.  40.)  Now, 
it  is  indisputable,  that  the  zona  is  never  papular,  but  always  vesi-^ 
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€tdar :  that  it  is  sever  '^  dangerous,  *'  or  accompanied  with 
••  severe  inflammatory  symptoms, "  or  **  a  hard  pulse, "  or  ror 
cpiiies  either  <<  free  bleeding,  or  brisk  purging ; "  and  that,  to 
ooDsider  it  as  the  result  of  hepatic  disease,  is  bilious  hypothesis  at 
its  dimax.  The  author,  indeed,  only  affirms  that  he  had  seen  it 
twice  accompanied  with  disease  of  the  liver ;  whereas,  we  have 
seen  it  in  numerous  instances,  where  no  one  symptonji  of  such 
disease  was  present. 

The  same  bilious  and  mercurial  prejudices  (for  they  usually  go 
together)  lead  our  author  to  consider  the  external  use  of  mercu- 
rv,  by  friction,  as  the  remedy  "  chiefly  to  be  relied  on  in  jaun* 
dice ; ''  a  piece  of  hypothesis,  which  is  neither  plausible  in  itself, 
nor  supported  by  experience*  This  is  his  logic.  Biliary  calculi 
are  only  formed,  when  the  secretion  of  the  bile  is  unhealthy ;  but 
biliary  calculi  are  the  most  common  causes  of  jaundice :  ergo  we 
should  endeavour  to  restore  the  healthy  action  of  the  liver  in 
ord^  to  remove  jaundice.  Admitting  the  first  member  of  tba 
proposition,  however,  the  only  legitimate  inference  to  which  i( 
leads,  is,  that  restoring  the  healthy  secretion  of  the'bik  would 
frevent  the  fiurther  formation  of  calculi :  But  it  is  obviau^,  that 
the  first  step  towards  the  cure  of  jaundice  consists  jn  rvmoving 
from  the  common  duct  the  calculi  already  formed,  and  ob«trmt« 
ing  its  passage.  But  when  we  consider  the  lesson  of  experience!* 
that  jaundice  is  frequently  cured,  citb^  tuto,  et  Jucunde,  by  a 
purge  (H*  two,  the  recommendation  of  trifling  with  external  fiic- 
tion,  or  impregnating  the  system  with  mercury  as  a  solvent  of 
gallstones,  as  tne  sheet  anchor  in  the  cure  of  jaundice,  surely 
merits  our  animadversion.  The  recommendation  of  mercury, 
carried  to  the  extent  of  causing  a  salivation,  in  cases  of  old  {fyseU" 
tery,  where  the  lining  membrane  of  the  intestines  U  already  orr 
ganically  diseased  (p.  69. ),  is  another  ^pice  of  the  same  deliec^bl^ 
hvpodiesis,  of  the  same  geuicral  devotion  to  this  new  god  of 
physic,  before  which  modern  empiricism  bows  down  and  wor- 
ships with  a  blind  adoration.  But  our  author  does  not  stop 
here :  for  under  the  head  of  indigestion^  we  find  that  calomel  is 
the  grand  object  of  his  fsulogium.  <*  I  h^ve  ti*ied  a  larg^  cata- 
logue of  absorbents, "  he  tells  u? — "  bitters  ;  aromatics ;  and 
chalybeates,  generally  ordered  in  f^ases  of  this  sort ;  and  I  am 
indmed  to  beueve,  tnat  a  steady  adherence  to  this  method  will 
cure  more  cases  of  dyspepsia,  than  all  those  medicines  together, 
without  mercury. "  (p.  79.) 

The  tendency  of  such  sweeping  recommendations  of  an  i^ctive 
medicine  is,  to  encourage  a  dangerous  empiricism :  to  teach  men, 
both  in  and  out  of  the  profession,  to  resort  to  a  supposed  paiia- 
^^,  and  to  dispen^  with  th^  trouble  of  investigating  symptpms^ 
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^heti  discrimination  is  necessary  for  safety ;  and  to  impress  tliem 
trith  a  notion,  that  when  the  name  of  a  disease  is  learnt,  the  re- 
medy is  obvious.  And  this  is  the  more  to  be  apprehaided  from 
a  bo^,  which,  from  uniting  the  vernacular  with  technical  phrase- 
dc^,  seems  intended  for  popular  perusal. 

The  rest  of  the  diseases,  which  are  here  treated  of,  affbrd  no 
particular  occasion  for  remark,  which  would  justify  the  length- 
ening of  this  article  by  dwelling  upon  them.     In  general,  they 
are  discussed  in  a  respectable,  out  commonplace  manner,  tend- 
ing neither  to  inform  the  learned,  nor  to  mislead  the  ignorant 
On  Dr  T.*s  account  of  cutaneous  eruptions,  however,  we  shaH 
pause  a  while.     He  avows  that  he  has  described  them  without 
any  attention  to  system ;  '*  because,  as  far  as  he  has  been  able  to 
ascertain,  there  has  not  been  any  classification  of  them  which 
could  tend  to  introduce  sounder  practice,  though  it  might  assist 
^Q  facilitate  the  description  of  their  symptoms."  (Pref.  vii.)    But, 
Ve  think,  this  very  reason  includes  an  inconsistency:  for  what- 
ever tendi?  to  introduce  discrimination  into  practice,  and  to  faci- 
litate the  diagnosis  of  diseases,  tends  surely  to  establiish  the  me« 
thods  of  cure  upon  more  clear  and  certain  grounds;  and  it  appears 
to  us,  that  this  deficiency  of  discrimination  has  itself  been  the 
principal  cause  of  the  imperfect  condition  of  this  department  of 
the  healing  art     At  the  same  time,  the  descriptions,  giv«i  by  Dr 
Tuoray,  are  themselves  happily  illustrative  of  the  uselessness  of 
,such  histories,  where  all  system  is  discarded.     For  either  the  dis- 
eases, which  he  delineates,  are  peculiar  to  Dublin  5  or  they  are  so 
imperfectly  depicted,  that  we  do  not  recognize  our  old  acquainl- 
ances.     lie  speaks  of  "  distinct  scabby  s6res  of  aduhs,  "  affecting 
the  thighs,  buttocks,  and  lower  extremities,  and  occurring  in  re- 
spectable ranks  of  life,  which  are  not  the  itch,  but,  like  it,  are  pro- 
pagated by  contagion  5  and  also  of  **  pustular  eruptions  of  diild- 
ren,  "  otherwise  healthy,  and  among  the  better  class  of  people, 
which  spread  over  the  whole  body,  leaving,  in  many  instances, 
no  part  of  the  surface,  not  even  the  scalp  or  the  soles  of  the  feet, 
fiee.     In  the  latter,  when  the  cuticle  is  abraded,  crusts  are  fbrm- 
ed,  by  the  matter  oozing  from  the  pustules,  which  spread  thick 
over  uie  surface  of  the  body,  on  the  face,  behind  the  ears,  and  at 
length  over  the  hairy  scalp,  &c. ;  on  many  parts  forming  running 
ulcers.     With  a  contagious  eruption  in  adults,  like  the  former  of 
these,  we  are  altogether  unacquainted  :  and  we  suspect  that  the 
latter,  in  children,  is  an  eruption  of  the  pustules,  called  favi  by 
the  older  writers,  and  which  on  the  scalp  produces  one  or  two  of 
the  varieties  of  porrigo,  or  scald-head.     Dr  Tuomy  recommends 
nearly  the  same  treatment  for  these  pustules  on  the  bead,  as  for 
the  dry  encrusted  tinea ;  viz.  frequent  shaving,  a  spirituous  lotion. 
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and  m  okitment  of  black  pepper :  in  which,  we  think,  there  k 
an  obvious  deficiency  of  practical,  as  well  as  of  systematic  dts- 
criiDination.  For  surely  a  discharging  and  irritable  surface  wiH 
not  require,  or  even  bear,  the  same  stimulant  treatment,  which 
a  diy  and  inirritable  part  demands. 

Ine  last  disease  which  our  author  describes,  is  a  dangerous^ 
thou^  not  a  frequent  affection  of  children,  which  is  called 
**  white  bMsters  "  and  **  burnt  holes, "  in  different  parts  of  Ire- 
land. Dr  Tuomy  acknowledges  that  his  account  is  taken  from 
a  work  of  Dr  Stokes ;  but  he  never  informs  us  of  the  title  of 
that  work,  or  makes  any  specific  reference  to  it.  He  considers 
it  as  allied  to  Pemphigus.  The  disease  begins  with  the  appear- 
ance of  vesicles,  about  the  size  of  a  pea,  which,  in  the  course  of 
two  or  three  days,  burst  and  discharge  a  thin  offensive  fluid. 
The  vesicles  become  confluent,  and  spreading  ulcers  ensue,  with 
a  remarkable  fetor,  «id  livid  edges,  and  a  very  copious  dis- 
charge. The  patient  dies  about  the  10th  or  12tn  day*  Carrot 
poultices,  in  a  state  of  fermentation  ;  ointments  made  with  the 
juice  of  the  plant  scrophularia  $  yeast  internally,  and  laxatives 
are  recommended  by  Dr  Stokes :  and  our  author  adds,  that  ca« 
lomel  should  form  a  part  of  the  purgatives — the  never  to  be  for- 
gotten calomel  1 — We  should  be  disposed  to  anticipate  benefit 
from  cordials  and  improved  diet;  for  it  has  appeared  to  us,  that 
these  vesicular  febrile  diseases' are  generally  much  connected  with 
impaired  nutrition,  or  unwholesome  food ;  the  e^cts  of  which 
wiU  of  course  be  aggravated  by  damp  and  uncleanly  habitations, 
want  of  ventilation,  personal  cleanliness,  and  the  other  depres- 
sing circumstances  to  which  the  children  of  the  poor  (among 
wiMm  this  affection  principally  occurs)  are  exposed.  We  have 
occasionally  seen  instances  of^hese  vesicular  diseases  in  children 
in  this  country,  whidi  were  connected  with  bad  habit  and  im- 
perfect feeding,  and  yielded  to  chalybeates  and  other  tonics, 
with  generous  diet. 

Dr  Tuomy  has  thrown  a  variety  of^rmtt^^p  into  an  appendix, 
to  the  numb^  of  107,  to  which  ne  refers  in  the  body  of  the 
work;  and,  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  do  not  understand  Latin, 
he  has  annexed  an  English  translation  in  an  opposite  column. 
Neither  his  Latin,  however,  nor  his  English  are  characterized  by 
elegance,  and  not  always  by  correctness.  In  directing  '^  two 
tea-8po(mfuls  to  be  taken  for  a  dose,  and  repeated  every  ten 
minutes,  imtU  the  desired  efiect  be  produced,  "  he  writes,  *^  su- 
mat  cochlearia  duo  parva  et  repetat  decern  quibusque  minutis  ad 
effectunu  "  (No.  107.) — The  cui  effectum  is  a  very  favourite  [Arase. 
Ho  talks  of  cochleare  medium^  meaning  modicum  ;  and  has  in- 
vented a  new  ablative  case  for  pondus,  namely  pondo.  (No.  SO.) 
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Among  several  incorrect  En^ish  phrases,  we  may  mention  the 
following^-**  It  had  therefore  better  to  he  premised  "  (p;  167^) 
A  bed*room,  ♦*  with  a  fire  occasionally  light  in  it.,  *'  (209.) — 
Speaking  of  fever,  be  says,  *'  in  pregnancy,  ixken  seldom  it  oc^ 
curSf  it  is  extremely  dangerous,  "  (137.) ;  and  telJs  us,  that 
tients  should  not  be  violently  restrained,  ^^  in  cases  of  great^ 
io  get  out  of  bed.  "  (150.) — with  several  other  expressions,  whi 
seem  to  be  the  offspring  of  carelessness,  or  defective  knowledge 
of  the  structure  of  the  language,  or  of  a  wish  to  accommodate  his 
phraseology  to  vulgar  readers. 


II. 

Disquisitions  in  the  History  of  Medicine ;  Part  Firsts  exhibiting  a 
View  qf  Physic^  a^  observed  tojlourish  during  remote  Periods  in 
Europe  and  the  East.  By  Richard  Millar,  M.D.  Lecturer 
on  Materia  Medica  in  the  University  of  Glasgow.  8vo.  E« 
dinburgh,  1811. 

rPnis  work  presents,  in  an  instructive  and  convincing  form,  the 
*^  facts  and  arguments  long  since  scattered  over  the  sur&ce  of 
medical  literature,  by  travellers  and  historians  of  physic;  and  it 
furnishes,  from  foreign  and  unfrequented  sources  of  intelligence^ 
as  well  as  from  the  author's  own  reflections,  some  new  views  of 
the  subject.  Dr  Millar  undertakes  to  commemorate  the  details 
of  the  system  of  physic,  which  he  thinks  was  established  by  the 
Brahmans,  at  a  very  remote  era,  in  the  East,  and  to  show  that  a 
remarkable  coincidence  is  to  be  discerned  between  its  precepts, 
and  those  promulgated  of  old  by  the  respective  hierarchies  of 
Iran  (the  old  Assyrian  empire  of  the  Greeks),  and  Egypt  la 
this  first  part,  he  investigates  the  state  ofphysic  in  Greece,  dur- 
ing the  first,  or  traditional  ages,  and  in  Egypt ;  and  in  a  subse- 
quent volume  he  proposes  to  continue  the  same  path  of  research 
into  the  condition  of  the  healing  art,  such  as  it  may  be  fomid  to 
have  flourished  in  the  other  two  Oriental  monarchies,  Hindustan 
and  Iran.  A  treatise  on  the  physic  of  the  Jews  will  be  subjoin- 
ed as  an  Appendix,  if  the  author  meet  with  sufiicient  encours^e- 
ment  to  complete  his  plan,  which  we  hope  he  will,  for  the  sake 
of  the  learning  and  perseverance  which  he  has  displayed.  One 
of  the  fourteen  Betna^s^  or  precious  things,  we  are  told,  which 
among  the  ancient  Indians  their  gods  are  believed  to  have  pro- 
duced by  churning  the  ocean  with  the  mountain  Mand^ra^  ^a» 
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a  learned  physician ;  and  it  would  show  a  degenerate  taste»  if 
medical  learning  was  not  in  the  present  age  hi^ly  prized. 

The  obscurity  which  enveloped  the  infancy  of  the  medical 
art,  is  the  same  as  that  which  belongs  to  the  origin  of  all  the 
branches  of  human  knowledge.  Dr  Millar  conjectures  that  the 
materia  roedica  has  just  claims  to  the  supreme  honours  of  anti- 
quity, because  a  knowledge  of  the  salutary  or  noxious  qualities 
of  plants  destined  for  food,  must  have  necessarily  exercised  the 
experience  and  sagacity  of  the  ancestors  of  our  race.  But  it  is 
nowhere  proved,  that  such  a  variety  of  plants  existed  in  the  early 
ages  of  the  world ;  and  to  reason  from  the  general  course  of  na- 
ture, it  seems  probable,  that  few  vegetables  only  were  produced 
at  first,  and  those  destined  to  form  a  part  of  the  daily  food,  or 
remedies  for  the  diseases  of  mankind. 

The  practice  of  killing  the  inferior  animals  for  food  gave  rise, 
Dr  Millar  thinks,  to  the  knowledge  of  anatomy ;  the  custom  alsa 
of  sacrificing  human  victims,  so  universally  prevalent  over  the 
ancient  world,  and  the  art  of  embalming,  is  supposed  to  have  led 
to  the  acquirement  of  anatomical  and  surgical  skill.  But  it  is 
easy  to  perceive,  that  this  must  have  been  very  limited,  if  we 
consider  the  manner  in  which  these  operations  were  performed  : 
And  we  are  disposed  to  consider  the  acquisitions  of  those  nations 
that  precede  the  rise  of  philosophy  and  letters  in  Greece,  as  over- 
rated by  Dr  Millar  in  regard  to  their  skill  in  dietetics,  and  the 
practice  of  physic  and  surgery.  The  uncivilized  communities  of 
Polynesia,  America,  and  me  interior  of  Africa,  present  to  us,  at 
the  present  day,  the  picture  of  mankind  in  their  original  state. 
Among  those  tribes  of  savages,  the  juggler  and  the  physician  are 
usually  the  same  person  $  diseases  are  imputed  to  the  immediate 
action  of  supernatural  power ;  consequently  exorcism  is  the  re- 
medy, and  this  is  employed  by  the  priests.  The  inhabitants  of 
the  South- sea  islands  are  unacquainted  with  any  means  of  curing, 
or  even  alleviating  the  diseases  which  are  common  amongst  them. 
They  are  cruel  to  their  sick  $  the  sight  of  sufiering  is  at  all  times 
painful  I  and  when  barbarians  have  no  hope  of  rdfieving  it,  they 
oftentimes  abandon  the  sufferer,  or  more  mercifully  put  him  to 
death.  The  missionaries  soon  perceived  how  much  to  their  ad- 
vantage it  would  have  been,  if  they  had  all  been  medical  practi- 
tioners. Dr  Millar  concludes  his  introduction  with  a  long  and 
learned  note  on  cannibalism,  wherein  he  proves,  from  indisputable 
authorities,  that  this  savage  custom  has  prevailed,  not  only  in 
Africa,  Asia,  and  America,  but  among  the  Gothic  and  Celtic 
races  of  the  British  Isles ;  and  he  quotes  the  celebrated  passage 
from  Jerome  which  describes  a  tribe  of  men- eaters  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Glasgow.    We  shall  quote  the  passage,  and  subr 
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join  Gibbtm'fl  paraphrase  or  transktion,  ndiich  is  not  a  little 
curious,  because  it  contains  a  mistake,  which  is  no  trifle  fi^  bo 
eminent  a  scholar  to  mak4. 

**  Cdm  ipse  adolescentolus  in  Oallia  viderem  Attacottos,  gen^eai 
Britamucam,  humanis  vesci  camibus ;  et  cum  per  sylvas  porconuii 
greges  et  armentorum  pecudumque  reperiant»  jw&s^oriim  nates  etjemi^ 
narttmpapillas  solere  abscindere ;  et  has  solas  ciborum  delicias  arbU 
Irari.  ** — Jerom.  T.  II.  p.  75. 

<*  A  valiant  tribe  of  Caledonia,  the  Attacotte,  the  enemies  and  after- 
wards the  foldiers  of  Valcntinian,  are  accufed  by  an  eyewitnefs  of  de- 
lighting in  the  tafte  of  human  flefli.  When  they  hunted  the  woods  for 
prey,  it  is  faid,  that  they  attacked  the  fhepherd  rather  than  his  flock ;  and 
that  they  curioufly  felefted  the  moft  delicate  and  brawny  parts  both  of 
males  and  females,  which  they  prepared  for  their  horrid  repads.  " — Gib- 
bow,  Decline  and  Fall  of  the  R.  Empire,  Vol.  ii.  p'»ge53i.  4th  edition. 

It  is  amusing  enough  to  observe  the  hind  quarters  of  &ttened 
hogs  and  the  oiigs  ofsows,  converted  into  the  buttocks  of  shq>- 
herds,  and  breasts  of  shepherdesses. 

After  speculating  on  the  history  of  medicine  in  ancient  times, 
Dr  Millar  enters  upon  a  disquisition  on  the  primeval  Chersonese^ 
or  primitive  nations  of  the  world.  He  contends  for  the  early 
civilization  of  Asia,  and  Africa;  and  considers  the  Hindus,  Ira- 
nians, Egyptians,  and  Ethiopians,  as  so  many  separate  branches 
or  one  and  the  same  individual  race. 

His  arguments  are  founded  on  the  four  following  sources  ; 
1st,  Traditional  and  historical  record  ;  2d,  Identity  of  language 
and  written  character  j  3d,  Conformity  of  religious  and  philoso- 
phical opinion ;  4th,  Similitude  of  corporeal  structure. 

As  a  specimen  of  the  rational  and  specific  spirit  of  remark, 
which  pervades  these  disquisitions,  the  following  passage  may 
suffice. 

<<  It  will  no  douht  he  deemed  a  hold  proportion  to  sfiert  that  the  firft 
civilized  of  our  race,  the  common  inftru^lors  of  Europe  and  the  world, 
were  originally  a  negro  people  ;  yet  the  alErmation  once  made,  arguments 
are  not  wanting  for  its  defence.  That  the  African  Troglodytes  were 
negroes,  no  doubt  can  be  entertained ;  and  that  the  fame  race  W  a  very 
early  period  gathered  the  fruits,  and  cultivated  the  fields  of  India,  befides 
the  common  opinion  of  antiquity  with  whom  Ethiopic  and  Indian  v^ere 
convertible  terms,  may  be  fairly  prefumed  not  only  from  monuments  of 
fculpture  and  architeAure  ftill  exifting  in  the  country,  but  the  indubitable 
patronymic  marks  ftill  imprcffed  upon  the  covntenances  of  one  portion  of 
hs  inhabitants.  The  cuftom  of  framing  abodes  by  hewing  caverns  out  o§ 
the  fides  of  rocks  and  mountains,  muft  not  be  deemed  a  pra6Uce  peculiar 
to  the  (horee  of  Africa.  The  fame  fa&ion  appears  to  have  prevailed, 
during  the  moil  remote  era,  in  HioduHan.  Thefe  Trogjodytic  habitations 
ftill  remain  io  both  countries;  and  little  doubt  can Jbe eatertaiaed  that  they 
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all  equally  proceeded  from  die  industty  of  the  same  architects.     la 
prtmeTBl  ages,  the  humble  abodes  of  men,^  provided  they  be  some* 
what  ornamented  and  enlarged,  seem  a  suitable  dwelling  for  the  di* 
vlnity*    Cayemsy  accordingly,  as  well  as  among  many  other  nations^ 
Appear  evidently  to  have  constituted  the  first  temples  among  the  Cop- 
tic and  Hindu  tribes.     The  negro  features  of  the  oldest  idol  of  Egypt, 
the  Sphinxy  have  been  already  noticed;  the  images  which,  by  their  co- 
lossal size  and  peculiar  workmanship,  excite  so  much  astonishment  in 
the  caves  of  Salsette  and  Elephanta,  discover  unequivooal  tnarks  of 
the  same  origin.     Men  form  representations  of  their  gods  in  resem- 
blance of  themselves  ;  and  when  the  frizzled  hair,  narrow  forehead, 
flat  nose,  and  thick  lips,  together  with  the  muscular  limbs  of  these 
figures  are  contemplated,  so  different  in  appearance  from  the  modem 
Hindu,  no  doubt  can  remain  that  the  original  types  were  either  in- 
digenous or  foreign  negroes.     (Hunter  in  Archxologla,  Vol.  VIL 
SOI.)     The  images  dug  up  of  late  years  at  Gaya  on  the  Coroman« 
del  coast,  are  impressed  with  the  same  features,  and  evince  that  the 
negro  race  was  once  diffused  over  the  eastern  no  less  than  the  western 
aliores  of  the  Peninsula.     Upon  these  images,  and  within  these  ex- 
cavations, have  been  found  various  inscriptions  engraved  in  characters 
at  first  difficult  to  decypher.     After  a  diligent  examination.   Sir 
Wflliam  Joned  discovered  them  to  be  composed  of  nearly  an  equal 
number  of  Nagari  and  Ethiopic  letters,  another  proof  of  ancient  af- 
finity betwixt  the  African  and  Indian  Troglodytes.     (Works  of  Sir 
William  Jone%  voL  i.  27.)     It  maybe  added  here  from  the  same  au- 
thor, that  the  statues  and  pictures  in  India,  representing  the  Vara- 
havatar  or  incarnation  of  Vishnu  in  form  of  a  boar,  bear  a  strong  re- 
semblance to  the  Hermes  Canis  of  Egypt,   (ib.  30.)     It  was  the  o- 
pinion  of  the  ancients,  that  the  Hindus  differed  in  no  respect  from 
the  Ethiopians,  except  in  the  straightness  of  their  hair ;  and  that  this 
change  might  readily  be  effected  by  the  humid  atmosphere  of  India. 
Whatever  objection  the  modern  physiologist  might  start  against  this 
doctrine,  certain  it  is,  that  the  mountaineers  of  Bengal  and  Bahar, 
even  at  the  present  day,  present  a  countenance  not  distinguished  by 
its  contour  from  the  natives  of  tropical  Africa,  ( Works  of  Sir  William 
Jones,  vol.  i.  31.),  and  like  the  Shangalla  of  the  Derkin  and  Atabara* 
mountains,  may  not  unreasonably  be  deemed  the  feeble  remains  of  the 
Trogiodytic  race,  who  once  possessed,  as  an  inheritance  or  colonyj 
the  eastern  extremity  of  the  primordial  Chersonese.  "     p.  88 — 92. 

Vohiey  found  the  features  of  tlie  celebrated  Sphinx,  ohe  of 
the  oldest  numuments  of  Egyptian  sculpture,  impressed  with  all 
the  usual  traits  of  the  negro  countenance ;  and  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  original  type  was  the  visage  of  the  antient  natives 
^  £(^t.  Thongn  the  engraving  of  the  Sphinx's  head  be  Ethio- 
pian m  Denon's  travels,  it  is  not  so  in  Pococke :  the  former 
probably  is  the  most  accurate,  and  therefore  most  to  be  depend-- 
ed  upon*  In  Pococke's  plate,  the  nose  is  European,  and  the 
other  parts  of  the  head  and  face  are  negro :  we  are  inclined  to 
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suspect,  the  drawing  was  made  firom  an  old  Egyptian  head  iiii 
the  British  museum,  in  which  the  nose  is  evidently  ntodern. 
In  describing  the  esculent  roots  of  the  primeval  Chersonese,  Dr 
Millar  has  M\en  into  an  error  with  regard  to  the  Linnaean  N#- 
lumbo,  which  was  never  yet  seen  vriui  j/ell&w  peiais  Anywhere^ 
but  in  Dr  Thornton's  plates.  The  disappearance  of  that  plant^ 
fi'om  modern  Egypt,  favours  the  idea  that  it  was  carried  there 
from  India;  whicn  affords  an  additional  argument  to  our  author's 
hypothesis  of  the  derivation  of  the  mythology  and  customs  of 
these  countries.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  him  for  some  ingenious 
illustration  of  this  curious  subject,  to  the  article  Cyamus  in 
Rees's  Cyclopaedia,  vol.  x. 

The  disquisition  on  the  heroic  and  priestly  medicine  of  Greece 
is  very  good,  and  the  point  is  well  supported  and  established  ; 
but  we  do  not  think  this  circumstance  has  been  overlooked  by 
all  former  historians  of  medicine.  On  referring  to  one  of  the 
lately  published  historical  works,  we  find  the  same  idea  particu- 
larly expressed,  (vid.  Cabanis's  Revolutions  of  Medical  Science, 
p.  S7.  Translation.) 

Chapter  II.  which  forms  the  conclusion  of  this  part  of  the 
work,  treats  of  medicine  in  Egypt  and  the  East.  Some  remark- 
able facts  are  selected  from  Clemens  of  Alexandria,  who  describes 
the  contents  of  the  sacred  medical  writings  among  the  Egyptians ; 
and  that  curious  division  of  labour  is  noticed  from  the  works  of 
Herodotus.  The  art  of  healing  was  divided  into  as  many  differ- 
ent branches  as  there  were  diseases,  or  organs  of  the  body  affect- 
ed. Oculists,  aurists,  dentists,  hepatists,  stomachists,  lithotomists, 
corn-cutters,  &c.&c  seem  to  have  flourished,  among  this  wonder- 
ful people.  The  real  knowledge  of  the  Egyptians  in  medicine,  it  is 
not  easy  to  appreciate:  we  believe  it  was  inconsiderable :  the  maii- 
ner  in  which  it  w&s  taught  and  practised  in  their  temples,  was  dalcii- 
lated  to  create  believers,  rather  than  enlightened  votaries  of  truth. 

A  history  of  the  medical  school  of  Alexandria  is  one  of  the 
desiderata  in  literature;  we  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  subject  to  Dr 
Millar  for  disquisition,  in  another  volume  ofhis  work.  The  union 
of  sagacity  and  research  of  medical  science  and  classical  attainment 
requisite  to  execute  it  weU,  rarelv  occurs.  The  Serapaeumof  A- 
lexandria,  which  we  consider  the  important  school  of  medical 
studies,  was  a  college  founded  by  Ptolemy  Soter,  son  of  Lagus,  or 
Ptolemy  the  first.  In  his  reign,  Herophilus  was  professor  of  ana- 
tomy there.  The  public  criminals  were  consigned  to  him  for  dis- 
section, the  soldiers  also  who  died  of  their  wounds,  and  others. 
Tertullian  says  of  him  ;  <*  Ille  medicus  aut  lanius  qui  sexcentos 
homines  exsecuit,  ut  naturam  scrutaretur.  "  Serapion  was  one 
of  his  distinguished  successors^  and  Thcmison  another. 
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III. 

On  the  Non-existence  of  Sugar  in  the  Blood  of  Persons  labouring 
under  Diabetes  Mellitus.  In  a  Letter  to  Dr  Marcet^  mth  his 
Reply.    By  W.  H,  Wollastok,  M.  D.  Sec.  R.  S. 

(From  the  Philosophical  Transactionsi  1811,] 

T\r  Rollo  having  asserted  that  the  blood  of  diabetic  patients 
-*-^  gives  no  sign  of  putrefaction,  and  indicates  the  presence  of 
saccharine  matter  diffused  over  the  whole  animal  economy,  che- 
mists and  physiologists  have  submitted  this  specious  hypothesis 
to  experiment ;  but  they  have  not  corroborated  the  statement  so 
confidently  made.  The  serum  of  persons  affected  with  diabetes 
mellitus  has  been  analyzed  very  frequently  at  Edinburgh ;  but  in 
no  instance  did  it  afford  the  least  indication  of  the  existence  of 
sugar,  nor,  in  making  comparative  experiments  with  healthy 
blood,  have  we  been  able  to  detect  the  slightest  difference  in  its 
chemical  composition.  Messrs  Nicolas  and  Gueudeville  deter- 
mined, by  their  inquiries,  that  the  blood  of  diabetic  patients  coo^ 
tains  no  saccharine  matter ;  but  they  found  the  fibrin  in  less 
quantity,  and  the  serum  more  abundant  than  in  the  blood  of 
persons  in  good  health.,  Dr  Wollaston  first  began  his  experi- 
ments soon  after  the  publication  of  Rollo's  treatise  (in  1798), 
and,  by  an  ingenious  series  of  synthetical  investigations,  he  has 
arrived  at  the  most  satisfactory  conclusion.  He  nrst  ascertained 
how  the  albuminous  part  of  healthy  serum  could  be  most  com- 
pletely coagulated,  and  by  what  appearances  the  presence  of 
sugar  that  had  been  added  to  it  would  be  most  easily  discerned. 
To  six  drams  of  serum  he  added  half  a  dram  of  muriatic  acid, 
previously  diluted  with  one  dram  and  a  half  of  water,  and  im- 
mersed the  phial  containing  them  in  boiling  water  for  four  mi- 
nutes. In  the  course  of  a  few  hours,  a  dram  or  more  of  water 
exudes  from  the  serum  that  has  been  so  coagulated.  If  a  drop 
of  this  water  be  evaporated,  the  salts  which  it  contains  are  found 
to  crystallize,  so  that  the  form  of  the  crystals  may  be  easUy  dis- 
tinguished :  they  are  principally  common  salt.  If  any  portion 
of  saccharine  matter  has  been  added  to  th^  serum,  previous  to 
coagulation,  the  crystallization  of  the  salts  is  impeded  or  wholly 
prevented,  according  to  the  quantity  of  sugar  present.  On  ap- 
l^yiogjtb^Be  tests  to  diabetic  blood  and  serum,  no  traces  what* 
ever  of  vsjmx  were  found.  In  order  to  account  for  the  presence 
of  sugar  m  the  urine,  Dr  Wollaston  thinks  some  unknown 
cfaannd  of  conveyance  exists,  by  which  substances  certainly 
known  to  be  in  the  stomach,  may  find  their  way  to  the  bladder. 
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without  being  mixed  with  the  general  mass  of  circulating  fluids. 
He  tried  a  solution  of  prussiat  of  potash,  which  he  found  misht 
be  taken  without  the  least  inconvenience:  the  urine  soon  oe- 
came  impregnated  with  this  matter,  but  it  could  not  be  detected 
in  any  other  fluids  of  the  body.  Dr  Marcet  relates  several  ex- 
perimentK  upon  this  interesting  point.  Five  grains  of  prussiat 
of  potash  dissolved  in  water  were  given  to  a  young  woman  la- 
bouring under  diabetes  meilitus,  and  the  dose  was  frequently  re- 
peated. After  the  fifth  dose,  her  urine,  by  the  addition  of  a 
drop  or  two  of  a  solution  of  sulphatof  iron  turned  blue  instantty. 
Serous  fluid  collected  from  a  blister  applied  to  the  same  patient, 
did  not  sufler  any  change  of  colour  wnen  subjected  to  the  same 
test ;  and  the  serum  of  the  blood  taken  from  a  person  after  the 
exhibition  of  a  dram  of  the  prussiat  of  potash,  in  the  course  of 
twelve  hours,  gave  no  vestige  of  that  substance,  although  the 
urine  struck  a  vivid  blue  on  adding  the  smallest  quantity  of  sul- 
phat  of  iron.  These  appearances  in  the  urine,  however,  mre 
found  to  vary  in  different  individuals;  and  the  presence  of  pru»- 
sic  acid  cannot  always  be  detected  even  in  the  urine  of  some 
persons  who  have  taken  suflicient  quantities  of  die  prussiat  of 
potash  to  produce  its  effects  in  others. 

The  existence  of  substances  in  the  urine  which  have  never 
been  detected  in  the  blood  or  in  other  fluids  of  the  body,  is  not 
so  extraordinaiy  as  seems  to  be  imagined.  Uric  acid  and  urea 
are  examples  or  this  fact.  Nobody  thinks  of  having  reooarse 
to  the  imaginary  retrograde  motion  of  the  absorbcsitsto  account 
for  these  phenomena,  nor  to  a  via  incognita  which  is  to  be  dis- 
covered by  experimental  inquiries.  The  question  is  curious  ai^ 
important ;  and  we  unite  with  these  two  very  excellent  fdiysio- 
logists,  in  hoping  that  it  will  soon  be  decided  by  appropriate  ex- 
periments. 


IV. 

Practical  Bemarh  on  Insanity ;  to  nohich  is  added^  a  Commentary 
on  the  Dissection  of  the  Brains  of  Mafiiacs ;  with  some  Account 
of  Diseases  incident  to  the  Insane.  By  Bryan  Crowther, 
Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  London,  and 
Surgeon  to  Bridewell  and  Bethlem  Hospitals.  8vo.  Lon- 
don, 1811. 

*•  XXThat  I  know  of  inadnefs  (fays  Mr  Crowther),  has  been  attaittal 
'^  ^   by  particular  attention  to  the  praAice  of  the  late  and  prefent  phy- 
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ficiaas  of  Bethldm  Hofpit^ ;  and  tkh  little^  this  very  littk>  'which  mi; 
modsfate  abilities  haye  beea  ab)e  to  glean,  regard?  principally  the  man^ 
agement  of  the  iniane.  Indeed  I  dilclaim  all  pret^nupna  aft  a  theorift  on 
the  fub}e£^  of  infanity»  ^nd  ftiU  more  any  prefumption  in  direfiing  others 
in  the  treatment  of  its  unfortunate  vidims.  "     p.  95;. 

Why  then,,  we  are  tempted  to  ask,  publish  a  book  contaiQing 
one  hundred  aijid  thirty  pa^s  ?  why  bring  again,  from  stubble- 
fidd^  so  often  gleaAed  btfore,  a  few  almost  empty  ears  ?  That 
the  author  observes  local  di^^ases  with  the  prepiared  eye  of  au 
intelligent  surgeon ;  that  he  knows  how  to  avail  himself  of  his 
experience  in  the  application  pf  ^remedies ;  and  that  his  commu<» 
uications  are.  coi;isequently  of  great  value  to  the  healijig  airt,  will 
readilv  be  granted  5  yet  it  niust  be  regretted  that  he  should  risk 
his  celebrity  is  writing  upoo  tl^t  difficult  subject  insanity ^  where 
so  many,  with  the  same  pretensions,  have  failed,  and  where  he 
must  be  directly  brought  \n,  competitipn  with  almost  the  only 
English  book  woftb  reading  op  ipadness,  It  is  allowable,  like- 
wise, to  regret,  that  Mr  Csowther  should  not  q^uote  Mr  Haslam's 
work  with  oecoming  attention,  when  we  find  him  recurring  to  it 
for  information, .  and  for  what  he  calls,i  "  bold  a,nd  bare  asser-] 
tions;  '*  which  he  comments  upon  very  freely.  The  occurrence  qf 
surgical  complaints  ha^no  influence  upon  disorders  of  the  mind;' 
madness  appears  to  be  neither  aggravated  nor  diminished  by  any 
such  bodily  ^flection:  and  as  Mr  Crowther  confesses  that  he  has 
l|ot  been  educated  in  th^  practice  of  physic,  we  shall  select  those 
practical  remarks  which  cpme  within  his  own  line,  and  not  dwielt 
upon  the  vague  declarajtions  respe^ing  other  topics,  where  he 
^^jpeara  to  ^cide  without  accurate  examination.  In  the  treat-» 
meut  of  mortification  of  the  feet,  Mr  Crowther  directs  flannel, 
diipped  in  spirits  of  winej^  to  be  applied  dyring  the  day,  and  a 
cataplasm  of  linseed  an4  grounds  of  stale  beer«  smearing  the  sur« 
fiewie  with  lard,  to  be  ernpV>y?d  warm  as  a  night- dressing.  Hei 
next  proceeds  to  detail  a  praoticej  winch  has  been  for  years  very 
successfully  employed  by  him  for  the  relief  of  niortificatiori  of  the 
buttocks ;  a  calaiuity  which  happen?  frequently  tq  the  helpless, 
insane,  and  tq  bed- ridden  patiepts,  This  consists  in  applying  ari 
embrocation  of  spirits  of  wine^  lowered  with  water^  according^ 
to  the  degree  of  sensibility  of  the  part,  which  is  afterwards  to  be 
covered  with  the  following  dressing. 
1^  Uugs  basil,  nigri. 

Emplastr.  Hthafg.  curu  resina,  aa  f  iv. 
B^s.  terebinth.  3ij«     Misce. 
This  application  should  be  spread  thick  on  linen ;  and  it  will  be 
&und  sufficiently  adhesive  to  stay  upon  the  part  without  the  aid 
i)f  bandage. 

In  sphacelus  of  the  toes,  as  described  by  Pott,  Mr  Crowthet 
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informs  his  readers,  that  he  has  not  experienced  the  good  effects^ 
which  have  been  attributed  to  opium  in  that  peculiar  affection. 
Of  seven  cases  of  this  disease,  attended  with  acute  pain,  he  has* 
Hot  succeeded  in  a  single  instance,  although  he  gave  the  medi- 
cine in  large  und  gradually  increased  doses. 

Thus  much  we  have  selected  with  approbation ;  but  we  find 
nothing  but  perpetual  repetitions  of  the  same  things,  about  defi-' 
nition,  causes,  management,  and  medicines,  which  are  to  be  met 
with  in  the  multitude  of  volumes  on  madness.  And,  strange  to 
relate,  the  name  of  Mr  Haslam*s  book  is  not  once  mentioned,  al- 
though Mr  Crowther  declares,  that  his  principal  view,  in  under- 
taking the  task  of  writing,  was  to  collect  and  concentrirtie  the 
practical  ideas  of  others,  and  has  adopted  the  very  order  and  ar« 
rangement  of  his  contemporary.  Books  of  table-talk  have  chro- 
Dicled  the  animosity  of  contending  beauties,  the  jealou^  of  po« 
ets,  and  the  rancour  of  painters ;  btrt  these  are  tender  passions 
in  coHtparison  of  the  hatred  which  inflames  and  freezes  the  sons 
of  Esculapius.  We  have  seen  more  than  once,  as  a  certain  wag 
expressed  it,  physic  on  the  point  of  calling  surgery  to  its  aid  ^ 
and  now,  alas  f  the  lancet  is  pointedly  raised  against  the  gallipot 
of  Bethlem  Hospital. 

Mr  Crowther  seems  disposed  to  undervalue  all  his  predeces- 
sors'^ observations;  and  he  speaks  sliehtingTy  of  the  appearances 
of  the  brain,  and  its  membranes,  which  dissection  has  discover- 
ed. It  was  impossible  to  deny  the  existence  of  such  appear^ 
ances,  because  Mr  Haslam  has  minutely  described  them  in  thir- 
ty* seven  cases ;  and  it  is  wholly  a  separate  question  to  determine" 
how  far  that  alteration  of  structure  is  connected  with  the  symp- 
toms of  madness.  The  disorganization  of  the  brain,  in  mad- 
ness, cannot  be  controverted  by  the  ignorance  of  wi  anatomi- 
cal teach^  in  pointing  it  out  j  and  the  instance  related  by  Mr* 
Crowther  of  the  occurrence  of  a  hicid  interval,  where  the  brain 
exhibited  all  the  varieties  of  altered  structure,  is  no  proof  of  in-^ 
sanity  being  independent  of  those  appearances.  Such  occurren- 
ces are  frequent  in  pathology.  A  stone  in  the  bladder,  or  a  cari- 
ous tooth,  does  not  always  give  pain ;  nor  docs  a  diseased  heart 
always  beat  irregularly.  Two  cases  of  madness  succeeding  in- 
juries on  the  head  in  patients  who  had  never  been  previously  de- 
ranged, nor  afflicted  with  any  hereditary  disposition  to  it,  which* 
our  author  allows  to  be  cases  of  true  mania^  and  cured  by  vene- 
section, are  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  doctrine  which  he 
holds,  viz.  *^  that  insanity  is  a  disease  of  the  mind,^  not  of  the 
body."— 

On  the  effects  of  purgatives  and  vomits,  as  remedies  for  insa- 
-nity»  Mr  Crowlher's  remarks  are  at  variance  with  Mr  Haslam's  5 
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ftnd  he  dius  vaguely  expresses  himself:  <*  From  my  own  per« 
sonal  knowledge,  I  state  that  vomits  have  their  use;  for  the 
servants  of  Bethlem  have  repeatedly  told  me  of  the  quantity  of 
phlegm,  with  other  offensive  matters,  which  have  been  evacuat* 
ed  by  them,  in  a  degree  that  really  excited  their  astonishment.  '^ 
p.  109. 

Surely  some  more  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  advantage  o^ 
vomiting,  ought  to  have  been  adduced  than  the  prejudiced  report 
of  servants.  In  order  to  ascertain  the  utility  of  emetics,  which 
Mr  Haslam  candidly  acknowledges  he  cannot  speak  favourably 
of,  it  must  be  proved,  that  madness  has  been  removed  by  them^ 
not  merely  that  a  large  quantity  of  phlegm  has  been  evacuated* 
On  the  effect  of  cold  bathing,  a  serious  charge  is  brought  against 
Mr  Haslam :  nothing  less  than  a  denial  of  the  occurrence  which 
he  relates  of  paralysis  after  using  the  cold  bath  in  Bethlem  Hos-^ 
pital.  We  believe  Mr  Haslam*s  caution  is  judicious;  and  there 
18  every  reason  to  think  that  it  is  founded  on  experience;  for 
nothing  is  more  likely  to  happen  than  palsy  from  an  imprudent 
use  of  the  cold  bath,  and  it  is  now  rarely  employed  in  lunatic 
hospitals^ 

We  cannot  close  our  remarks  Upoti  the  Contents  of  this  vdltime^ 
without  reprobating  the  careless  manner  shown  in  many  of  it^ 
parts,  and  especialty  the  jealous  spirit  of  the  author.  It  alwaya 
gives  us  pleasure  to  find  men  labouring  in  the  cause  of  medical' 
science,  whose  situation  affords  them  opportunities  to  ply  the 
honourable  task  of  adding  to  the  common  stock  of  knowledge ; 
bat,  in  this  instance,  we  regret  that  the  surgeon  to  the  Bridewell 
and  Bethlem  Hospitals,  has  not  contented  himsielf  with  attending 
to  the  local  diseases  of  the  insane,  and  left  the  inquiries  con« 
nected  with  the  causes  and  treatment  of  the  mental  disorders^ 
to  be  investigated  by  the  qualified  medical  practitioners,  with 
candour  an^  moderation. 


-  t«.,i  I 


V. 

An  Account  of  the  Ravages  cotrmitted  in  Ceylon  by  SmaU-Poi^  prc^ 
viously  to  the  introduction  of  Vaccination^  with  a  statement  of  the 
circumstances  attefiding  the  introduction^  progr^sSf  and  success  of 
Vaccine  Inoculation  ih  that  island.    By  Thomas  Christie, 
M.  D.  Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  London, 

&C.&& 

>i  LTHouoH,  as  medical  inteUigelicd,  we  have  reprinted  several 
of  the  last  official  tL3ports  o   the  progress  of  vaccination  in 
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Ceylon,  we  are  glnd  to  see  them  coUsected  in  tbeiv  present  foroBw 
We  have  always  held,  thai  the  question  of  vacchiiiti^ii  aotdd 
only  be  fairly  dtetermined  by  the  general  result  of  e^eriments^oit 
9  very  great  scak.  The  successAit  vaecinadon  of  a  hsmted  irain*^ 
ber  is  not  sufficiently  decisive ;  and  individual  cases  of  failkire 
may  be  readily  exaggerated,  imagined,  or  fabricated,  while^  oo 
the  other  hand,  they  may  be  explained  away,  ov«rfoofced,  or  de- 
nied. But  its  efi^ts  upon  a  whole  population,  can  neffifaeir  be 
misunderstood  nor  misrepvesented.  Of  such  a  grand  expcrin 
ment,  the  pamphlet  before  us  contains  ts[i  authentic  account; 
and  it  is  the  more  decisive  in  favour  of  vaccination,  as  it  proved 
eminently  successful  in  a  country  wheve  the  ravi^esi  of  smalt pios 
were  dreadful,  and  immediately  after  »  powerfin  attempt  txzH  vA* 
tigate  them,  by  the  introductitm  of  variolation,  had)  coBrpIetdjit 
failed.  Contrast  with  the  last  report  ^  the  effects  of  vaccination 
in  that  island,  printed  in  the  254tn  page  of  the  seventk  volume  of 
this  Journal,  the  fbllowiiig  statement  of  the  eJbct&ef  small-poK 
inoculation. 

**  On  reviewing  the  reports  made  to  the  committee  of  superintend- 
ance,  it  appears,  that  from  the  1st  of  October  1800,  to  the  30th  Sep- 
tember 1802,  the  number  of  patietits  with  natural  small-pox,  treated 
by  the  medical  overseers  in  the  different  hospitals  and  villages  in  Cey- 
lon, was  21 10,  of  which  number  473  died,  being  nearly  oae-fourfeh  of 
the  whole  ;  and  the  number  of  inoculated  patients  amounted  to  4158, 
of  which  number  108  died,  being  nearly  1  in  38. 

'*  This  considerable  mortality  occurred  under  the  most  fk^ourable 
circumstances  of  treatment^  and  it  is  conceived,  from  my  own  obcarva'* 
tions,  and  those  of  the  different  persons  with  whom- 1  have  conversed 
on  the  subject,  that  the  mortality  from  natural  small-pOx  amongst  the 
^habitants  of  Ceylon,  when  lefb  to  themselves,  was  much  greater.  ** 


Vl. 

Observations  on  the  Hydrargyria^  or  that  Vesicular  Disease  avis* 
ingfrom  the  exhibition  qf  Mercury.  By  George  AlIey,  M.  D. 
M.  JR.  I.  A.  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  of  E- 
dinburgh.  4to.  p{K  103.  London,  1810.  Longman  and 
Co.  ' 

"ITjTe  have  to  apologize  to  our  readers,  for  suffering  a  work  oF 
^  ^    so  much  accuracy  and  learning,  as  the  essay  before  us^  te^ 
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fiass  fie  l9i]g  UDnoticed.  Skioe  the  peciod  of  its  pubMcation,  the 
author  has  been  JSsurther  occupied  in  investigating  the  operation 
^mercury  in  various  diseases,  and  has  already  announced  the 
publication  of  a  volume  on  the  subject.  We  nope,  therefore, 
:to  be  able  to  make  ^  amende  honorable ^  by  a  more  ^arly  notice 
ctf*  his  forthcoming  treatise. 

The  disease,  to  which  Dr  Alley  has  assigned  the  appeBation 
of  hydrargyria^  has  been  for  many  years  ivoticed  by  several  faith- 
£al  observers.  Mr  iolkkxi  Pearson,  in  London,  has  been  in  the 
practice  of  describing  its  symptoms  from  the  year  1783,  in  his 
dLectiures  on  Surgeiy.  **  It  was  known  a  -consid^able  time  ago  to 
the  physiciaqs  of  the  j^oyal  Infirmary  at  Edinburgh,  wliere  we 
lecoUect  to  have  seen  an  instance  of  it  in  the  year  1798.  But 
«dth  the  exception  of  a  brief  notice  of  the  complaint  in  Mr 
Benjamin  BeU's  "  Tjreatise  on  Gonorrhoea,  *'  &c.  f  no  distinct 
account  of  it  was  ;published  from  the  press,  until  Dr  Alley  pro- 
duced a  small  tract,  expressly  i^pon  this  topic,  in  the  year  1804*9 
^then  denouunating  it  the  "  Mercurial  Disease*  "  This  tract  was 
'soen  foUox^'ed  hy  other  publications  upon  the  same  subject ;  e- 
-specially  by  an  •essay  of  his  countryman  Dr  Moriarty,  who  call- 
ed it  the  •*  Mercurial  Leprae  "  and  \ka  first  paper  in  the  first 
volume  of  this  Journal,  exhibited  a  detail  of  three  cases  of  the 
disease,  given  by  Dr  Spens,  under  the  title  of  **  Erythema  Mer^ 
curiale.  '*     This  term  was  adopted  by  Dr  M'MuUin,  in  his  inau- 

fsral  dissertation,  the  substance  of  which  was  given  in  the 
oiU*ch  Number  of  our  Journal  (for  Januaij  1806.)  And  last- 
ly, 01  very  accurate  description  of  the  ^disease  was  given  by  Mr 
Pearson,  in  the  second  edition  of  the  judicious  work  Just  quot- 
ed, under  the  appellation  of  "  Eczema  Mercuriale.  '*  Such  is 
ihe  literary  history  of  this  disease,  which  our  author  has  point- 
ed out  in  ibis  preface. 

In  c^ard  to  the  nomenclature  of  the  disease,  Dr  AUey  ob- 
serves, that  ^*  to  such  a  (vesicular  and  acute)  conlplaint,  the 
term  *  erythema  *  or  •  lepra  '  must  be  wholly  inapplicable ;  the 
£)rmer  being  never  a  vesicular  disease,  while  the  latter  is  always 
a  chronic  afiection.  "  (Pref.  xi.)  This  is  the  truth,  but  not  the 
whole  truth  j  for  neither  is  lepra  ever  vesicular,  but,  on  the 
^contrary,  consists  of  orbicular,  dry,  scaly  patches  ^rom  the 
beginning.  His  ol^ections  to  the  term  "  eczema,  "  used  by  Mr 
Pearson,  and  to  be  used  by  Dr  Willan,  do  not  appear  to  us  to 


•  See  Obs.  on  the  effects  of  various  articles  of  the  Mat.  Med,  in  tBe  cure  of  Lu^ 
Venerea,  2d  Edit  p.  167. 
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be  very  strong:  they  are  founded  upon  the  uncertainty  of  the 
exact  sense  in  which  that  word  was  originally  employeo.     But 
upon  the  same  grounds  we  might  object  to  the  adoption  of  the 
terms  lepra,  psora,  psoriasis,  lichen,  and  many  others,  which 
have  been  applied  by  different  writers  among  the  ancients  to  dif- 
ferent forms  of  disease,  with  some  want  of  discrimination.     If, 
in  adopting  any  of  these,  as  generic  terms,  we  approximate  to  the 
general  acceptation  in  which  they  were  anciently  employed,  and 
9t  the  same  time  define  the  exact  sense  in  which  we  appropriate 
them,  no  confusion  can  arise ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  adop- 
tion of  them  will  rather  assist  the  comprehension  of  the  reader, 
in  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the  diseases  intended  to  be  designat- 
ed by  them.     Now,  although  the  terms  H^Hm  and  i^Cv^,  as  weU 
as  the  corresponding  Latin  terms  •*  sudamina  "  and  ^*  papuiUe 
sudoriSf  *'  have  doubtless  been  applied  to  the  miliary  vesicles 
connected  with  sweating  in  fevers,  and  to  other  eruptions  of  a 
similar  kind,  originating  from  the  irritation  of  the  heat  of  the 
sun,  acrid  applications,  and  other  causes,  as  well  as  sometimes 
perhaps  to  mere  papular  eruptions ;  yet  it  seems  obvious,  that 
an  extensive  efflorescence  or  ebullition,  as  it  were,  of  inflamma* 
tory  points,  set  thick  over  the  body,  has  been  generally  under- 
stood by  these  terms,  both  among  the  ancient  and  modern  writ- 
ers in  those  two  languages :  and  as,  on  the  one  hand,  the  word 
miliaria  has  been  appropriated  to  the  sudamina,  arising  in  the 
sweating  stage  of  fevers,  and,  on  the  other,  the  papulous  erup- 
tions have  been  designated  by  the  term  lichen  in  Dr  Willan's 
arrangement ;  so,  the  appropriation  of  the  term  eczema  *  to  the 
profuse  eruption  of  minute  vesicles,  originating  from  irritants, 
and  not  the  result  of  previous  fever,  according  to  Dr  Willan's 
method,  seems  to  be  convenient  and  advantageous.     It  is  con- 
venient, because  it  expresses  to  the  learned  something  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  eruption ;  and  it  is  advantageous,  in  a  systematic 
view,  because  it  comprehends  several  varieties  of  the  same  sort 
of  eruption,  resulting  from  different  exciting  causes. 

Dr  Alley  divides  the  disease  in  question  into  three  species,  or 
rather  varieties^,  according  to  the  degree  of  mildness  or  severity 
of  the  symptoms,  denominating  them  hydrargyria  mitiSf  H.  5/iw- 
plexJeli^liSf  and  H.  maligna^  respectively.     The  first  species,  he 


*  The  term  is  from  ix^ia,  effervesco.  Aetius  thus  describes  the  eruption :  **  Fiont 
in  toto  corpore  pustuls,  dolorem  cientes,  citra  saniei  coUectionem.  Eas  ecsexnata^ 
fib  ebjiHiente  fer^ore,  Grrseci  vulgo  app^Uank.  "  Tetrab.  IV.  Serm.  L  Cap.  135. 
As  a  specunen  of  the  modem  acceptation,  we  may  state  the  following  definition  from 
Sauvages.  *'  Exanthemata  ilia  dorsum,  pectus,  brachia,  crura  septus  afficiunt, 
Bumcrosissirae  consita,  rubra,  pungentia,  acriter  dolentia.  "     NosqL  Meth, 
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says,  '*  b^9  ^^  &  'ii'st  view,  nothing  to  characterize  It  farther  than 
the  light  rose-coloured  efflorescence  already  mentioned.  An 
attentive  observer,  however,  byr  holding  the  aflfected  parts  be* 
tween  him  and  the  light,  and  keeping  nis  eye  on  a  level  with 
ihem,  may  perceive  the  surface  to  be  studded  over  with  innumer- 
able, minute,  and  transparent  vesicles :  but  to  the  naked  eye  the 
vesicular  appearance  is  sometimes  with  difficulty  perceptible^ 
As  the  eruption  strikes  out,  the  surface  is  affected  with  a  prick- 
ling heat  and  itching ;  and  in  some  cases,  for  a  few  hours,  there 
is  slight  headach  and  nausea. "  It  generally  appears  first  about 
the  upper  and  inner  parts  of  the  thighs,  tne  scrotum,  groins, 
and  lower  part  of  the  belly :  sometimes  it  extends  no  farther: 
but  at  others  it  spreads  over  the  whole  body,  the  vesicles  being 
flo  close  and  numerous,  as  to  present  ^ne  uniform  suffusion* 
The  red  colour  ^recedes  on  the  {^plication  oi  pressure,  and  ret- 
tums  when  that  is  removed.  Dr  Alley  observes,  in  a  note,  thajt 
<*  the  colour  of  the  skin  has,  in  some  cases,  been  so  little  chang- 
ed, that  no  eruption  seemed  to  precede  desquamation.  In  such 
cases,  however, "  he  adds,  *^  there  was  much  itching  of  theskin^ 
«nd  the  surface  was  rough  before  the  cuticle  had  begun  to  ex- 
foliate. '*  (p.  24.)  But  we  have  little  doubt  that,  had  the  cuticle 
been  examined  throu^  a  convex  lens,  this  roughness  would 
have  been  found  to  consist  of  vesicles.  This  species,  the  au- 
thor states,  soon  degenerates  into  the  second,  and  even  into  the 
third,  if  tbe^ise  of  mercury  be  incautiously  continued  after  the 
appearance  of  the  eruption.  This,  however,  is  not  always  the 
case,  according  to  the  observation  of  Mr  Pearson. 

The  second  variety  "is  preceded  by  languor,  restlessness,  and 
Tigora ;  is  accompanied  with  much  heat  and  itching  of  the  skin, 
and  is  considerably  more  rough  to  the  touch  than  the  efflores- 
cence in  the  former  species.  **  (p.  26.)  Before  the  spots  are 
crowded  togedier,  the  eruption  somewhat  resembles  the  measles  ; 
l)ut  they  are  larger,  Dr  Alley  says,  and  do  not  afterwards  appear 
in  the  annular  form  pointed  out  by  Dr  Willan  as  one  of  the 
characteristics  of  rubeola.  Bj^  the  aid  of  a  magnifier,  we  believe, 
the  vesicular  appearance  may  be  always  detected,  even  in  the 
early  stages.  Mr  Peai-son  justly  remarks,  that  **  the  vesicles, 
which  contain  a  pellucid  fluid,  are,  at  their  tirst  appearance,  so 
small,  that  they  caimot  be  easily  distinguisbied  from  papulae  with- 
out the  aid  of  a  convex  glass  j  they  are  then  seen  to  be  distinct, 
each  vesicle  being  surrounded  by  a  circle  of  redness  j  and,  if 
they  are  not  ruptured  at  an  early  period,  they  acquire  the  size 
of  a  large  pin's  head,  at  which  time  their  contents  are  opaque 
and  punform."  (loc.  cit.)  There  are,  in  this  second  species, 
ft}'mptoms  of  fever  j  such  as  headachy  nausea,  whitenei^s  of  tW 
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tongue,  tliirst,  teat  of  skin,  and  accelerated  pulse,  tc^etticr  with 
an  oppression  about  the  prsecofdia.  Desquamation  commonly 
begins  about  the  fourth  day,  but  sometimes  later,  leaving  the 
ikin  underneath  red,  and  disposed  to  thro^  off  successive  cr<^, 
which  diminish  in  severity  until  the  criticle  remains  whole. 

The  third  variety.  Hydrargyria  maligna^  begins  like  the  preced* 
ing,  but  its  distressing  termmation  may  he  anticipated  from  the 
following  symptoms :  ^^  1 .  The  sense  df  burning  on  the  snr^ 
face  is  experienced  to  a  very  painful  degree.  2.  The  actual  heat 
of  the  skin  becomes  intense,  ^.  The  soreness  of  the  throat  and 
lauces  is  extreme.  4.  The  colour  of  the  eitiption  is  darker,  risk- 
ing sometimes  even  to  purple  ;  and  there  is  considerable  tume*- 
faction  of  the  surface.  5.  Vesicles  of  a  larger  size  than  in  ^he 
former  species  precede  desquamation.  "  (p.  29.)  The  vesicles 
are  so  numerous,  that  the  whole  of  the  cuticle  desquamates  from 
the  surface  of  the  body  ;  and,  where  the  larger  ones  are  ruptur- 
ed, they  pour  out  a  very  acrimonious  discharge.  As  the  diseasfe 
kdVancies,  the  exudation  from  the  surface  becomes  Iftoi'e  acrid 
Hud  viscid,  and  acquires  a  most  offensive  odour. 

"  During  the  entire  courfe  of  the  difeafe,  there  is  aVet^  gre^'anxici*y 
and  de'preiHon  of  fpirits.  Sleep  is  almoft  wholly  hanifh^'d  ;  and'O^iatefe 
procure,  at  beft,  but  very  fliort  intervals  of  repoifc.  The  mifery  ctf  the 
patient,  under  thefe  circumftances,  can  fcarcely  be  coaoeived.  To  falb 
"mental  fufPerings,  which  form  no  inconiiderabk^are  of  his  agony,  is  ft»- 
^eradded  the  moil  exquiiite  bodily  torture  :  for  the  furface  k  dthfer  Idfit 
raw  and  unprote6ted,  or  the  cuticle,  hardetied  by  i\ie  exudation  which 
ferves  to  give  k  partial  adheiions,  aggravates  his  torments.  The  paia 
yhich  motion  produces  was  aptly  exprefTed  by  a  , patient  of  Dr  Spens : 
••  he  felt,  "  he  fafid,  "  as  if  his  flefti  was  cracking  in, pieces.  "  j(p.  36.^ 

In  truth,  no  object  can  be  more  distressing  to  look  upon,  ihan 
a  patient  in  this  condition,  when,  from  the  rawness  and  tender- 
ness of  the  whole  surface,  every  ,point  of  contact  with  the^becl 
on  which  he  lies  irritates  like  the  pricking  of  needles.  The  des- 
quamation does  not  take  place  so  early,  in  this  mal^nant  variety^t 
as  in  the  former,  not  commencing  in  some  cases  until  eight  or 
ten  days  after  the  appearance  of  the  eruption. 

Dr  Alley  gives  the  following  table  of  the  results  of  all  the 
cases  that  he  had  witnessed  during  the  last  ten  years. 


Hyd.  mitis. 

H.  simplex  febrilis. 

H.  maligna. 

Total. 

Cured. 

Died. 

Male... 

6 

12 

10 

28 

22 

6 

Female 

4 
10 

7 

4* 

15 

13 

2 

Tot^l... 

19 

U 

43 

35 

8 
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The  €f?cciting  cause  is  deai^ty  the  irritation  of  mercury,  and 
lAiat,  in  Mr  Pearson's  Opinion,  independenft  of  the  acftion  of  cold, 
^r  ^f  tiie  quantity  of  mercury  employed.  A  peculiar  idiosyn- 
crasy, that  is  to  say,  some  unknown  state  of  constitution  df  the 
•persons  thus  adfected,  is  the  only  explanation  which  is  attempted 
to  *be  offered  for  its  occurrence. 

Dr  Alley  has  taken  considerable  pains  in  collecting  and  de- 
tailing analogies  J  in  the  effects  often  produced  upon  the  skin  by 
the  injfluence  of  other  irritants,  besides  mercury,  whether  ex- 
ternally applied,  or  taken  into  the  stomach,  sudh  as  almonds, 
tnushroeras,  herrings,  crab-  fish,  muscles,  and  lobsters ;  the  juioe 
of  the  bitter  cassada,  several  fruits,  and  vegetable  stfbstances, 
-&G.  when  swallowed  ;  &tiA  cantharides,  camphor^  the  Ii]dian 
varnish,  the  oil  of  the  cashew  nut,  &c.  from  contact  with, the 
.^ia.  Few  of  these,  however,  are  probably  vesicular.  We 
hove  seen  the  distinct  wheals  of  urticaria  following  the  use  ef 
muscles  ^  and  erythematous  or  papulated  eruptions  occasioned 
by  other  irntants  to  the  stomach. 

Cn  the  treaitment  of  H.  mitis,  the  author  States,  that  **  little 
more  is  requisite  than  to  discontinue  the  use  of  all  mercurial 
preparations,  to  remove  the  patient  from  the  apartment  inwhidh 
they  have  been  exhibited,  and  to  advise  tepid  ablution  of  the  bo- 
dy, and  some  gentle  purgative  medicine.  *'  (jp.  58.)  In  the  sim- 
ple febrile,'and  'malignant  species,  the «ame  plan  of  treatment  is, 
durki^  the  eruptive  stage,  always  applicable.  Dr  Alley  agreM 
with  Mr  Pearson  in  his  observation,  when  he  says,  ^^  although 
the  troubiesome  symptoms  whidh  arise,  may  be  relieved  by  their 
jpiToper  remedies,  I  am  doubtlbl  whetfarer  any  plan  of  treatment 
has  )the  :power  of  interrupting' its  regular  *course,  or  abridging  its 
duration. "  ^(Loc.  cit.  p.  177.)  JDr  Alley  strongly  suggests  the 
.probable  utility  of  the  cold  afiusion,  during  the  primary  or  erup- 
tive fever,  in  torder  to  reduce  the  excessive  morbid  heat ;  whicht 
though  itself 'a  consequence  of  the  fever,  ibecomes  in  its  turn  a 
cause  of  much  irritation,  the«ouroe  of  fresh  excitement  and  of 
new  disease ;  leading  to  debility,  gangrene,  and  putrid  re-ab- 
sorption, which  «re  tbllowed  by  diafrheea,  defection  ot  the  men- 
tal feciilties,  and  death.  Yet  it  is  singuim;,  that  he  is  either  a 
sceptic  in  regard  to  the  truth  of  his  own  suggestions,  or,  that 
they  only  occurred  to  him  while  writing  his  book ;  for  he  leaves 
the  remedy  to  be  tried  by  other.practitioners,  not  having  suffered 
one  of  bis  forty  three. patients  to  have  the  ben^t  of  it.  Of  te^ 
pid  balking^  however,  he  has  made  some  trial,  and  found  it  bene- 
ficial in  the  eruptive  stage.  Furgatives  ai*e  deemed  by  Dr  Alley 
the  most  effectual  remedies,  in  conjunction  with  immersion,  for 
abating  the  excessive  heat,  which  is  the  sure  precursor  of  an 
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aggravated  disorder.  The  acids^  he  observes,  however  serviceable 
as  antiseptics,  and  in  relieving  thirst,  are  seldom  admissible  ir 
the  secondary  fever,  unless  combined  with  opium,  as  diarrhoea  is 
commonly  present.  In  the  desquamatory  stage,  opium  is  neces- 
sary to  relieve  the  incessani  irritation,  but  of  course  it  is  to  be 
sparingly,  or  not  at  all  employed  in  the  eruptive  fever.  The 
bark  oi  cinchona  aggravates  the  pectoral  symptoms,  Dr  AUey 
states ;  and  therefore  we  are  deterred  firom  its  exhibition,  at- 
thougb  it  might  be  deemed  appropriate  during  the  purulent  dec- 
lamation ;  and  he  considers  wine  not  only  as  an  excellent  sub- 
stitute, but  as  constituting,  together  with  a  constant  supply  or 
light  nourishing  diet,  our  chief  dependence. 

•*  As  to  the  raoft  proper  external  appHeations  in  the  defquamatory 
flage,  pra6^itioner8  have  varied  in  their  opinions.  Cleanlinefs  is  with 
fome  the  only  obje£l ;  but  others  have,  with  much  juftice,  extended  their 
views  to  the  prevention  of  reab£orption  from  the  furface,  and  to  the  gene- 
ration of  a  new  cuticle.  In  addition  to  freqent  warm  bathing  or  gentle 
tepid  ablution,  the  application  of  ahforbent  powders  will  be  found  ufeful; 
aod  finely  levigated  carbon,  zinc,  imp.  ppw  and  meal,  feparate.  or  in  a 
combined  form,  may  be  empbyed  with  good  effe£k  for  this  purpofe.  '* 
^70. 

The  author  deprecates  the  use  of  saturnine  applications  to  so 
hrge  an  exposed  surface. 

We  have  thus  given  a  meagre  sketch  of  the  contents  of  this 
monograph.  Dr  Alley  has  detailed,  with  minuteness,  every 
thing  that  can  be  said  on  the  subject,  and  evinced  a  considerable 
sbare  of  reading  upon  collateral  topics.  But  on  the  whole,  this 
dilataticm  has  the  effect  of  weakening  the  impressicm  of  the 
picture,  and  of  rendering  it  less  clear,  than  the  terse  and  com- 
prehensive view  given  by  Mr  Pearson.  Dr  Alley  has  added 
three  plates,  illustrative  of  the  three  forms  of  the  complaint ; 
and  he  considers  them  as  good  representations  of  the  appear- 
ances. They  may,  perhaps,  serve  to  recal  the  recollections  of 
those  who  have  already  seen  the  eruption';  but  we  are  sure  that 
they  are  very  far  from  affording  a  correct  notion  of  it.  Nothing 
like  vesicle,  even  in  the  most  imperfect  degree,  is  represented, 
nor  perhaps  could  be  depicted  on  so  small  a  scale.  The  erup- 
tion seems  to  consist  of  mere  brown  macuke,  not  unlike  pityriasis 
or  some  of  the  varieties  of  roseola. 

We  cannot  terminate  this  article  without  expressing  our  re- 
gret that  Dr  Alley  is  no  more,  and  that  our  hope  of  having 
Eim  soon  again  before  our  tribunal  is  at  m  end.  He  died  of 
^phus  fever  at  Fermov. 
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Practical  Observations  in  Surgery^  illustrated  by  Cases:  second  edi^ 
tion,  corrected  arid  enlarged:  with  additional  plates.  By  Wu/- 
LI  AM  Het,  F.  R.  S.  &c.  &c.     Cadell  and  Davies,  1810. 


TH£RE  are  few  modem  surgeons  whose  writings  have  met  with 
more  general  consideration  from  their  contemporaries,  than 
those  of  Mr  Hey ;  and  we  are  glad  that  the  publication  of  a  new 
edition  of  his  work  allows  us  to  point  out  what  we  conceive  to  be 
the  chief  merits  and  defects  of  his  writings. 

The  first  edition  of  the  volume  before  us  contained  twenty-one 
chapters. — 1*  On  fractures  of  the  skull. — 2.  On  the  cataract— 
3.  Of  the  strangulated  hernia. — 4t.  Of  the  fungus  haematodes.— - 
5.  Of  dislocations.— 6.  On  internal  derangement  of  the  knee- 
joint. — 7.  Of  loose  cartilaginous  substances  m  the  joints. — 8.  On 
wounds  of  the  joints. — 9.  Compound  luxation  of  the  ankle-joint. 
— 10.  On  retention  of  urine. — 11.  On  the  cure  of  the  proced^- 
tia  ani  in  adults. — 12.  Of  the  cancer  of  the  penis. — 13.  Convul- 
sions after  strangulation. — 14.  Of  a  tumour  of  the  neck. — 16. 
Of  the  empyema. — 16.  Of  an  enlargement  of  the  mammae.— i7. 
Of  collections  of  pus  in  the  vagina. — 18.  Of  alvine  concretions. 
— 19.  On  the  atheroma.-^20.  Of  deep-seated  abscesses  in  the 
mammae.— ^2 1 .  On  amputation.  In  the  present  edition  are  added 
five  chapters^  on  caries  of  the  tibia;  on  a  wound  of  the  posterior 
tibial  artery;  on  the  hydrocele  of  the  spermatic  cord;  on  a  case 
of  lithotomy  in  the  female;  and  on  a  case  of  tumour  on  the  nose. 
We  shall  consider  each  of  these  chapters  separately. 

In  th.e  first  chapter,  which  treats  of  fractures  of  the  skull,  Mr 
Hey  enters  into  a  long  argument,  to  dissuade  surgeons  from  fol* 
lowing  the  advice  of  Mr  rott,  who  recommended  an  excision  of 
a  circular  portion  of  the  scalp,  in  all  cases  where  the  application 
of  the  trephine  became  necessary.  Such  a  practice^  we  have  rea- 
son to  believe,  is  now  seldom,  if  ever,  followed ;  and  it  requires 
little  argument  to  convince  the  surgeons  of  the  present  day,  that, 
in  all  cases,  every  portion  of  torn  scalp  should  be  replaced  and 
scrupulously  preserved.  It  is  of  equal,  or  of  even  more  import- 
ance to  save  bone ;  and  Mr  Hey  makes  some  very  judicious  re- 
marks on  this  subject 

**  When  I  am  called  to  a  patient  labouring  under  the  fymptoms  of  a 
fra&ured  flcull,  if  I  find  no  wound  in  the  fcalp,  upon  examining  the  head 
^heo  (haved;  I  make  an  iacifioo  through  the  fcalp,  in  a  part  wh^re  a  frac« 
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ture  is  mod  to  be  expected.  If  no  fracture  appears,  I  take  fo  much  blood 
from  t^ie  divided  arteries,  as  the  date  of  the  patient  feems  to  require,  and 
then  reunite  the  lips  of  the  wound.  If  the  bone  is  fractured,  I  enlarge 
the  wound,  by  a  fimple  incifion  along  the  courfe  of  the  fracture,  tracing 
the  filTure  or  liffures  through  their  whole  extent,  unlefs  they  are  continu- 
-ed  to  the  basis  of  the  ikuTl,  or  where  tlieir  limits  cannot  ^e  explored. 
1  do  this  either  by  cutting  carefully  upon  the  fiiliive  if  it  is  fmall ;  or  i£ 
it  is  wide,  and  the  pericranium  much  feparated,  by  placing  the  back  of 
my  knife  upon  the  fiflure,  and  flitting  open  tlie  integuments  as  tTie  courfe 
of  the  fratture  direfts.  Having  thus  cxpofed  the  whole  extent  of  the 
'fracture,  avoiding  all  unnecessary  detaching  of  the  pericranium ;  and  hBv- 
ing  obferved  what  jis'nece^ry'to^e  done  for  Temoving  broken  fragments , 
■raiiing  deprefied  i^ones,  or  giving  iiTue  to  confined  maftter,  I  (aw  off  fuch 
jpieces  of  the  cranium  as  requiite  to  be  removed^  while  the  mte^umenks 
are  held  back  by  an  ai&flant.''  p.  ao. 

Mr  Hc^  pai^tiottlarly  taikes  notice  of  ihe  propriety  of  removing 
.any  loose  pieces  of  bone,  '4>r  afiy  depressed  portions,  w^  destroy- 
ing as  little  of  tbe  adjaceitt  sound  bone  as  possible.;  and  he  ac- 
complishes this  by  using  :tbe  trq3hine  .seldom,  and  employing  m 
its  stead  a  stva^bt^edged  or  circailar- edged,  small  saw,  which  is 
well  0£(lciiIated  to  nemove  »ay  overlapping  edge,  or  any  small  por- 
tion of  bono,  tso  as  io  allow  the  point  lOi  the  levator  tto  be  intro- 
^ueed  into  the  &aoture,  and  >raise  the  depressed  portion.  This 
.saw,  which,  byitheby,  is  a  very  old  instrument,  has  been  brought 
.xnto^neral  lase  since  xhe  publication  of  Mr  Hey 's  work,  wheve 
%i  is  mentioned  as  one  of  the  new  inventioiks  of  the  present  day. 
^'we  £ases  are  added  >to  t^is  chapter,  which  illustrate  the  pecu- 
liavitiesof  Mr  Hey's:practice  in  firactunes  of  the  sktdl.  He  men- 
tions ^o  the  ^advantage  to  be  derived,  by  idressiag  the  wound  m 
«uch  a  manner  as  to  produce  aspeedy  adhesion  between  the  scalp 
and  dura  imater^  la  practice  irecommended  by  Mr  Mynors  of  Bir- 
mingham. 

'2.  \0n  Caries  (^ the  Tlcfoa.*— In  this  chapter  Mr  Hey  gives  ithree 
ca^es  of  caries  of  the  tibia,  in  which  ibe  seems  to  think  that  he 
saved  the.hmbsof  the  patient  by  removing  the  diseased  portions 
tof  bone.     It  is  questionable  with  .us,  bow  far,  in  tbe  ^ases  given, 
^uch  an  operation  was  necessary ;  and  wl>ether,  had  i^osuch  ope- 
ration beeniperformed,  exfoliation  of  the  diseased  portion  of  the 
,ho0e  would  not  have  taken  place  by4i  nYore  simple,  though  no 
tidoubt tedious, tnatural;process.   Thecases givenbyMrH^, iron 
-the  age  of  theipatients,  and  history  of  thecUseases,  had  pr4>bably 
.tiiat  afiJBCtion  of /bone  which  js  usually^  called  scrofulous.  In  those 
scrofulous  cases  where  the  diseased  portion ;  of  the  ibone  is  not 
rconnected  with  any  ijoint,  an  exfoliation  generally  takes  place, 
,a«d  the  sore  heak,  alter  the  lapse  of  a  long  time;  and  even  in  one 
-irf  the  cases  given  hy  Mr  *Mey,  this  process  had  been -completed 
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at  one  period  of  the  disea^e^  In  mo  case  would  a  surflfeon  ev)er 
think  of  amputaiting,  nntU  tine  disease  kad  become  so  extenmve^ 
£Hid  the  accontpatsying  symptoms  so*  severe,  as  to  render  the  pan 
ftient^s  recovery  by  an  exfoliation  of  the  diseased  bone  impossible. 
As  iDng,  therefore^  as  dtere  waa  any  hope  of  an  exfoliation,  and 
Ro  riide  of  the  patfent'sc  immediately  losixi^  his  Umb,  we  shoiil<A 
conceive  the  operation  of  remorin^the  diseased  piortioo  of  bones 
by  sav«ES^  or  chffsels>  to  be  extremelf  severe  aztd  unnecessary;  bsoA 
that  sack  am  4»peration  shoohl  oitly  be  had  recourse  t)o  in  those 
cases>  where  tiie  natural'  pirocess  of  exfeliation  is  remarkably  slow^ 
and  accompanied  with  tJiose  constitittticHial  symptoms  of  fever  and 
irritation,  wfaickwou^dedehaxtsb  the  patient,  were  not  some  meana 
tmpbyced  to  kasten  the  process.  Btyr  removing  the  difieased  bomeg 
in  such  cases,  we  have  na  doubt  but  m  Eiany  kiatemces  amputi»« 
tion  might  be  avoided. 

The  third  chapter  contains  one  ease  where  the  posterior  tibial 
usieij  was  wounded,  and  the  artery  was  tied  by  first  removing 
two  kiches  of  the  fibula,  which  allows  the  mwitfa  of  the  vessel  to 
be  secured  readily. 

4.  Of  the  Caiaracta^^^Moiem  surgeons  have  reaped  the  benefit 
of  the  violent  dispotes  which,  for  a  long  time,  took  place  regard* 
ing  the  eooiparative^  merits  of  the  two  operationsi  of  couching 
and  extvaetion.  The  perfection  to  which  both  of  thenr  have 
been  brought,  by  the  zealous  advocates  of  eBck,  enables  us  to 
make  dioice  of  either,  according  to  peculiarities  in  individual 
cases,  and  in  some  cases  to  conibme  with  advantage  both  modes 
of  operating.  That  both  these  operations  have  been  performed 
successAsUy  by  many,  cannot  be  denied ;  but  in  cases  of  pure  ca* 
taract,  and  in  patients  otherwise  healthy,  we  can  have  no  hesi- 
tation^ in  giving  a  decided  preference  to  the  operation  of  exferac* 
tion ;  and  t&is:  opinioii  we  have  formed,  not  only  from  a  compa- 
rative view  of  the  principles  of  the  operation,  but  from  the  re- 
sult of  a  number  of  cases,  where  both  operations  had  been  per* 
formed  by  many  different  surgecms. 

In  this,  SLsl  m  most  other  departments  in  medicine,  it  is  much 
to  be  regretted,  that  it  is  only  the  successful  cases  which  are  re- 
corded J  so  that,  were  we  to  judge  of  what  has  beea  written  oh 
the  subject  of  cata/ract,  it  would  be  impossible  to  form  any  just 
opinion  of  the  best  operation  for  its  cure ;  and,  what  is  still  more 
harassing,  it  is  impossible,  when  we  have  become  acquainted 
with  all  that  has  been  written  on  the  subject,  to  form  any  ade- 
quate notion  of  die  difficulties  of  either  operation,  and  of  the 
many  accidents  and  casualties  which  happen  daily  in  thebaud^ 
cf  the  most  dexterous  and  experienced. 

But  to  proceed  to  Mr  HeyS  observations.     They  have  two 
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leading  objects;  the  one  to  recommend  couching  in  preference? 
to  extraction;  the  other  to  the  use  of  a  needle  different  from 
that  which  has  been  generally  employed.  TTiere  are  many  very 
judicious  remarks  on  the  leading  circumstances  to  be  attended  ta 
in  couching;  and  Mr  Hey,  in  recommending  that  operation,  con- 
fesses that  h^  cannot  appreciate  the  comparative  merits  of  extrac- 
tion and  couching^  iroin  his  own  experience.  The  description  of 
the  new  invented  needle  is  tediously  minute ;  and  when  he  com- 
pares it  with  the  common  instrument,  he  surely  could  not  have 
looked  at  needles  in  the  possession  of  those  who  are  in  the  habit 
of  using  such  instruments,  but  such  as  are  made  by  the  dozen  at 
Mr  Savigny's  warehouse.  We  shall  always  attend  with  much 
pleasure  to  any  attempt  to  improve  the  principles  of  an  operation  ; 
Dut  we  will  hearken  to  new  inventiohd  in  instruments^  with  the 
same  scrupulous  jealousy  as  an  old  mechanic  would  do  to  his  ap- 

1)rentice  who  shows  a  new  invented  tool  to  execute  any  particu^ 
ar  piece  of  worl^     Mr  tiey's  needle^  and  mode  of  operating^ 
compared  with  Scarpa's,  we  cannot  help  thinking  very  defective* 
5.  Of  the  Strangulated  Hernia. — The  anatomical  description 
t>f  the  parts  concerned  in  femoral  hernia  by  Gimbemat,  has 

!;iven  more  food  for  the  English  surgeons  than  afiy  discovery  of 
ate  years^  It  has  even  been  alleged,  that  a  secret  compact  had 
been  entered  into  by  a  club  of  them,  that  each  should  have  a  slice 
of  the  new  dish,  at  tlie  expense  of  the  unfortunate  Spaniard  \ 
To  Mr  Hey  was  allotted  Ajemoralligament^  to  Mr  Burns  afalsi-^ 
form  process,  and  to  Mr  Astley  Cooper  2l  fascia  propria  I  Thus^ 
whilst  the  French  cooks  have  long  bad  the  credit  of  being  able 
to  make  a  greater  variety  of  good  dishes  from  one  small  bit  of 
beef  than  those  of  any  other  nation,  it  must  be  allowed,  that  the 
anatomists  of  this  island  have  equal  merit  in  dissecting  any  part 
of  the  human  body  into  a  vast  number  of  different  shreds.  The 
investigations  which  have  been  of  late  years  made  in  the  anatomy 
of  femoral  hernia,  whilst  they  have  certainly  added  to  our  mi* 
nute  knowledg^e  on  the  subiect,  have  been  equally  fruitful  in 
magnifying  thi  importance  of  some  points ,  an^  by  complex  de- 
scription,  and  an  aim  at  too  great  minuteness,  have  involved  in  a 
maze  of  obscurity,  a  piece  of  ahatomy  which  is  in  itself  simple. 
It  is  not  therefore,  to  be  wondered  at,  when  we  hear  Mr  Hey 
exclaiming  on  the  difficulty  of  understanding  these  parts  !  In 
the  former  edition  of  his  work,  the  anatomical  description  which 
he  gave  was  generally  allowed  to  be  unintelligible,  and  it  has 
since  appeared  to  have  puzzled  even  himself.  In  order,  how- 
ever,  to  allow  a  ray  of  light  to  enter  into  tbis  almost  impenetra- 
ble gloom,  we  are  told,  that  Mr  Hey,  with  a  zeal  truly  profes- 
sional and  highly  to  be  commended,  renewed  his  anatomical 
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ttadies,  went  to  the  metropolis,  and  did  every  thing  in  his  power 
to  acquire  a  distinct  knowledge,  and  give  an  intelligible  descrip- 
tion of  femoral  hernia.  From  the  extracts  and  comments  whtck 
we  have  already  made  on  this  subject,  in  our  review  of  Mr 
Cooper's  work  (vide  Vol.  II.),  we  think  it  unnecessary  again  to 
resume  it ;  Mr  Hey,  in  our  opinion,  having  done  no  more  thaa 
go  over  ground  which  had  been  previously  trod  upon,  and  cor- 
rect the  anatomical  blunders  he  had  formerly  committed. 

6.  QT  the  Fungus  Hamatodes. — This  chapter  has  received  no 
alterations  or  additions.  In  the  preface  of  the  former  edition, 
Mr  Hey,  however,  mentioned,  that  when  his  observations  were 
made  on  fungus  haematodes,  he  had  not  been  aware  of  the  de- 
scription which  Mr  Burns  of  Glasgow  had  giveii  of  the  disease. 
This  acknowledgment,  for  what  reason  we  know  not^  is  omitted 
in  the  present  edition,  and  no  mention  is  made  of  Mr  Burns's 
name.  But  the  description  which  is  given  of  fungus  hsematodes 
by  Mr  Bums,  is  much  more  clear  and  comprehensive  than  that 
of  Mr  Hey,  though  Mr  Burns  doei  not  seenrto  have  been  aware 
of  the  frequency  of  the  disease  in  several  other  organs  besides 
the  extremities,  where  alone  he  describes  it.  The  subject,  how- 
ever, did  not  create  much  interest,  until  Mr  Hey's  observations 
were  published ;  and  now,  all  large  and  bloody  tumours,  of  what- 
ever Kind,  are  by  many  called  fungus  haematodes;  so  that  thb 
term,  instead  of  being  used  to  signify  a  distinct  disease,  k  em- 
I^yed  very  indiscriminately,  and  without  having  affixed  snj 
precise  import.  We  cannot  indeed  pardon  Mr  Hey  for  this  great 
want  of  candour  towards  Mr  Burns;  and  we  think  it  would  not 
have  injured  his  reputation  to  have  noticed  the  still  more  recent 
publication  of  Mr  James  Wardop,  which  has  contributed  so  much 
to  extend  our  knowledge  of  this  fatal  disease. 

7.  On  Dislocation. — The  remarks  in  this  chapter  are  extreme- 
ly valuable,  as  they  prove  what  is  consistent  with  theory",  but  what 
U  not  generally  adopted  in  practice  f  that  much  less  force  is  su^ 
ficient  to  reduce  dislocation,  than  is  generally  supposed  to  be  ne- 
cessary. When  a  bone  is  luxated,  it  is  retained  in  that  sltua-^ 
tion^  chiefly  by  the  action  of  the  surrounding  muscles  f  and  when 
by  any  chance  these  muscles  become  relaxed  and  thrown  off  their 
guard,  as  happens  in  many  cases,  the  bone  i^  replaced  by  a  slight 
exertion  of  the  surgeon,  or  pven  by  some  accidental  motion  of 
the  patient.  It  has  even  been  known,  that  a  dislocated  humerus 
has  got  into  its  place  without  the  patient  being  aware  of  it« 
From  this  we  conclude,  that  the  first  step  to  reduce  any  dislota- 
tion,  is  to  produce  a  complete  relaxation  of  the  muscles,  which 
can  be  done  by  long  and  moderate  extension,  as  well  as  by  the 
applicatbn  of  a  great  force.     When  they  can  make  no  more  re« 
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sistanee,  every  odtei*  obstacle  can  be  feadily  OTerceiaey  if  tj^ 
dislocation  be  recent,  or  if  the  adhesions  of  the  injureN^  pavts 
have  not  acquired  great  strength  and  rigidity. 

The  8feh  chaptef  contains  some  cases  "  of  internal  derangement 
of  the  knee  Joint 9  '*  the  precise  nature  of  which  does  not  appear 
to  be  well  understood.  ^  The  cases,  however,  are  not  without  ia- 
terest,.  and  such  accidents  occur  not  unfrequently.  The  d^ange- 
ment  which  Mr  Hey  describes^  is  indicated  by  a  sudden  lameness 
ficom  some  untoward  motion,  which  as  suddienly  disappears;  pro- 
bably arising  from,  some  temporary  displacement  of  the  semihir  > 
nar  cartilages  or  lateral  ligaments.  In  some  of  the  patients,  the 
motion  of  the  joint  recovered^  whilst  attempting  to  walk ;  and  in 
odiers)  Mr  H.  succeeded  by  making  a  sudden  and  very  complete 
flexion*  •  We  have  remarked  devangements  of  other  joints  of  the 
body,  very  analogous  to  that  mentioned  by  Mr  Hey.  The  mo- 
tion  of  the  joints,  in  the  cases  alluded  to,  became,  from  some  ac-^ 
cidental  blow  or  motion^  suddenly  impaJA*ed,  and  they  were  re- 
stored by  pulling,  arid  making  rapid  fiexions  and  extensions.  In 
seme  of  these  cases,  though  no  dislocation  had  taken  place,  there 
vFds  an  evident  change  of  form,  which  could  not  well  be  accounts 
edr  for.  It  is  in  injuries  of  this  nature  that  the  reputation  of  bone- 
setters  is  in  all  probability  chiefly  acquired.  The  surgeon,  fcom. 
not  betog  able  to  detect  any  distinct  displacement,  is  contented 
with  aHeviating  any  inflammatory  symptom ;  whereas  the  ei;i^i-^ 
ric,  by  pulling  ami  twisting  the  joint,  succeeds  in  restorii^  the 
di^Iaced  parts  to>  their  natural  situation. 

in  the  9th  chapter,,  where  Mr  H.  treats  of  "  loose  cariilc^i^ 
nous  siibstanees-  m  the  joints^  "  several  cases  are  given,  in  order  to 
show  tkat  that  disease  may  be  relieved,  by  wearing  oyer  the  joint 
a  well-adapted  bandage,  in  place  of  having  recourse  to  the  very 
serere  and  even  dangerous  operation  of  removing  them  by  qi|t- 
tin  ST  into  tlie  cavity  of  tibe  joint. 

The  l©th  ^aptcir  treats  of  the  "  wminjs  of  thejointSy  "  an4 
mevety  tends  to  e^;ablish  a  well  known  fact  in  surgery^^that  such 
wounds,  though  apparently  trifling,  are  oftea  da^tgerous  j  an4 
that  the  chief  object  of  the  surgeon  in  their  treatment  ou^t  ta 
be,  to  prevent  the  accesMm  of  iAflamm«^ory  symptox^s  by  a 
powerful  deplerive  systeta. 

The  I  Ith  chapter,  on  '*  compound  luxation  of  the  ankle-joiniy  " 
contains  several  cases,  in  order  ta  slu>w  that,  in  a  dislocation  of 
the  tibia  with  a  fracture  of  the  fibula,  not  attended  by  much  la-^ 
cerfetion,  the  patient  will  recover  by  simple  reduction ;  that  whexl 
a  still  greater  de^ee  of  injury  has  been  done  to  the  soft  p$rts» 
sawing  olTtheends  of  the  bone,  as  practised  by  Gooch,  is  success* 
ful;  -and  that  amputation  of  the  limb  is  seldom  necessary. 

Some  very  important  cases  are  added  to  this  chapter^  *'  qf 
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compound  dislocations  of  the  astragahiSi "  which  corroborate  thef 

Eractrcc  first  adopted  by  Mr  Trye  of  Gloucester,  of  dissecting 
ut  the  bone;  its  reduction  being  always  impracticable,  and  atn- 
putatioTl  of  the  limb,  in  such  cases,  being  generally  recommend*. 
^.  In  one  case,  a  good  cure  was  effected,  by  merely  sawing  off 
Aeprojectinlg  part  of  the  bone. 

Cfhapter  12,  "On  retention  of  Urine. " — There  is  no  subject 
^hich  nas  more  engaged  the  attention  of  English  surgeons,  anrf 
been  foftoWed  with  more  important  practical  improvements,  than 
the  diseases  of  the  bladder  and  urethra.  The  works  of  Mr  Eve* 
rard  Home,  oh  these  subjects,  are  certainly  entitled  to  high 
praise  i  and  several  other  surgeons  have  also  contributed  a  good 
deal,  to  extend  our  knowledge  in  this  department  of  surgery. 
There  are  many  useful  practical  hints  in  ^hat  our  author  has  siaid 
on  the  sulyect ;  but  they  want  that  scientific  arrangement  and 
form  which  the  subject  acquires,  when,  mstead  of  considering 
under. one  general  title  of  retention  of  nrfne,  the  difficulties  ana 
modes  necessary  for  the  introduction  of  the  catheter,  all  the  dis- 
eases of  the  bladder  and  urethra  are  separately  treated  of.  Thus 
the  artificial  discharge  of  urine  must  be  very  diflferently  executed, 
when  the  retention  proceeds  from  spasmodic  or  permanent  stric* 
ture  in  the  urethra,  from  paralysis  or  inflammation 'bf  the  bladder, 
or  from  disease  in  the  prostate  glared.  Mr  H.  makes  «ome  very 
judicious  remarks  on  the  danger  of  making  an  artificial  passage 
by  the  catheter. 

"  Whatever  method  of  performing  tfiis  operation  is  pursued,  th* 
ttadieter  should  be  introduced  with  the  greatest  gentkness.  When 
any  obstruction  occurs,  die  design  Of  the  surgebn  should  be  to  t>oad€ 
rarfier  than  to  oneircame  it.  Unsuccessful  attempts  may  render  a  case 
extremely  difficult,  which  was  not  so  before.  I  wish  to  impress  on  the 
nind  of  my  reader,  that  a  moderate  force,  improperly  directed,  is 
capable  of  injuring  tlie  urethra  in  such  a  manner  as  to  render  the 
operation  almost  (and,  without  a  just  knowledge  of  tlie  injury,  alto- 
^ethtr)  impractical^le.  It  must  be  obvious  to  every  surgeon,  that 
long  continued  or  violent  attempts  have  a  tendency  to  increase- the  in- 
^aiijiination  of  the  urethra.  But  the  accidents  to  which ^  I  mean  par- 
ticularly tjO  direct  the  attention  arcy  the  jformation  of  a  kind  of  pouch 
in  the  urethra,  and  the  laceration  of  its  membranous  parts/'  (p.  403.) 

To  remedy  the  difScuIty  which  is  often  met  with  in  introdu- 
cing tbe  elastic  gum  catheter  past  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  Mr 
M.  .employs  an  ingenious  contrivance.  This  consists  in  with- 
drawing the  stilet,  when  the  point  of  the  catheter  meets  with 
the  obstriuction,  the  effect  of  which  is,  that  the  curvature  of 
the  instrument  is  increased,  ^.nJ  its  point  consequently  ele- 
vated. 

VOL.  VIII.  NO.  29.  K 
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Chapter  13,  **  Of  the  Cure  of  the  Procidentia  Ani  of  Advlts.^^ 
—•In  some  cases  of  prolapsus  of  the  rectum,  Mr  Hey  observed  a 
flap  of  thin  skin,  immediately  round  the  anus,  always  to  remain 
externally  after  the  gut  was  reduced.  As  this  appeared  to  him  to 
prevent  the  complete  contraction  of  the  anus,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  prove  a  source  of  irritation,  he  was  led  to  think  of  re- 
moving it,  and  the  operation  he  found  successful.  Along  with 
these  cases,  he  has  narrated,  in  his  usual  copious  style,  cases  of 
hsemorrhoidal  tumours  in  the  rectum,  where  (as  is  the  most  com- 
mon practice)  their  extirpation  cured  the  disease. 

In  the  14th  chapter,  which  treats  of  "  Cancer  of  the  Penis^^* 
there  are  ten  cases  given  in  detail,  from  which  we  learn  no  new 
facts  relative  to  the  history  of  that  disease,  or  of  the  morbid 
changes  produced  in  that  particular  organ.  They  assist,  how- 
ever, in  establishing  a  general  remark,  that  cancer  of  the  skin  (on 
which  part  the  disease  of  the  penis  begins)  is  more  successfully 
operated  on  than  cancers  in  any  other  part  of  the  body. 

A  case  of  *'  Convulsions  after  Strangulation^"  is  contained  in 
the  15th  chapter,  in  order  to  show  the  success  of  the  free  use  of 
stimulants  after  moderate  bleeding,  where  the  powers  of  life  re- 
main almost  suspended.  The  case  of  "  Tumour  of  the  Neck^  '* 
given  in  the  16th  chapter,  was  one  of  those  swellings  which  are 
occasionally  met  witn  in  various  parts  of  the  body,  produced 
from  the  emision  of  blood.  The  tumour  was  much  diminished^ 
and  its  nature  ascertained  by  the  puncture  of  a  common  needle — 
a  very  useful  and  ingenious  mode  of  exploring  the  contents  of 
tumours.  ^^  I  have  used  this  mode  on  several  occasions,  with 
great  satisfaction  and  advantage.  There  are  few  doubtful  cases 
in  which  any  harm  could  be  done  by  the  puncture  of  a  couch- 
ing-needle.  The  contents  of  the  tumour  may  be  generally  as- 
certained by  such  a  puncture,  the  pain  of  whidi  is  trifling,  and 
the  wound  is  soon  healed.  '* — p.  492. 

The  1 7th  chapter  contains,  **  a  Ca&e  of  Prnpyema^"  successful- 
ly treated  by  discharging  the  matter,  and  allowing  a  canula  to  re- 
main in  the  wound,  until  the  discharge  ceased.  The  presence  of 
pus  was  in  this  case  weD  marked,  not  only  from  the  previous  in- 
jlammatory  symptoms,  and  the  difficulty  of  lying  on  the  opposite 
side,  but  by  an  oedematous  swelling  of  the  afiected  side  of  the 
chest. 

A  very  curioils  aflFection  of  the  mamma  is  given  in  the  18th 
chapter.  Both  mammae  of  a  young  female  acquired  an  enor- 
mous bulk,  the  swelhng  being  preceded  by  a  cessation  of  the  men- 
ses. One  of  the  breasts  was  removed,  and  weighed  1 1  pounds 
and  4  ounces  avoirdupois  weighty  the  wound  healed  rapidly,  the 
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inenstrual  discharge  was  restored,  and  the  swelling  of  the  other 
gland  gradually  subsided. 

The  cases  of  •*  Collections  of  Pus  in  the  Vagina  "  have  little  in- 
terest, being  nothing  more  than  common  abscesses  formed  in  the 
cellular  membrane  adjacent  to  that  part  of  the  body.  The  con- 
tents of  the  chapter  on  Alvine  Concretions^  on  Atheromae,  and  orf 
Abscesses  in  the  Mammae,  contain  nothing  but  what  must  be  fa- 
miliar to  every  well-informed  surgeon.  The  remarks  on  amputa- 
tion are  chiefly  intended  to  recommend  thosie  modes  of  operating 
in  the  different  cases  by  which  the  wound  may  be  healed  by  the 
first  intention.  The  observations  on  the  hydrocele  of  the  cord, 
illustrate  the  preference  of  the  operation  by  a  complete  incision 
of  the  sac,  to  the  other  modes  of  operating  frequently  employed. 

The  last  chapter  contains  an  account  of  a  very  interesting  case 
of  "  Tumour  on  the  Nose^ "  which  seemed  to  be  an  enlargement 
or  thickening  of  the  cutis  of  that  part  of  the  body.  The  diseas- 
ed mass  was  very  successfully  removed,  the  disease  not  return- 
ing, and  the  appearance  of  the  countenance  being  completely 
restored.  .  ,       , 

From  these  notices,  oilr  readers  will  be  enabled  to  form  a  ge- 
neral idea,  both  of  the  extent  and  of  the  kind  of  information 
which  this  vdume  contains.  There  are  many  parts  of  it  which 
indicate  a  great  talent  for  pi^actictitl  observation,  and  there  ha? 
been  no  want  of  zeal  and  industry  in  collecting  the  ntaterials 
Ivhich  compose  it.  Besides,  Mr  EL  seenrs  to  have  had  an  ample 
field  for  prosecuting  his  inquiries.  From  the  number  of  cases 
which  the  volume  contains,  it  may  be  supposed,  that  many  are 
of  little  interest.  A  fafthfnl  account  of  cases  mtist  form  the  true, 
basis  of  all  our  practical  and  theoretical  khoWledg^  in'  niedical 
science ;  and  whoever  takes  the  trouble  of  collecting  such  ^cts, 
contributes  essentially  to  the  ad^vaiicemeht  of  his  profession. 

We  cannot  omit  this  opportunity  of  expressing  our  regret, 
that,  on  sio  many  occasions,  the  interest  and  value  of  many  im- 
portant cases  should  be  entirely  destroyed,  by  the  insertion  of 
trifling  particulars,  perfectly  irrelevant  in  a  medical  point  of  view  ji 
and  from  this  censure  we  cannot  always  except  Mr  Hey. 
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PART  IIL 


MEDICAL  INTELLIGENCE, 


Report  of  Diseases  treated  at  the  Public  DispeNSART^  (near 
Caretf'Streetf)  Londimjftoim  August  31 5^  toNtroember  SOth  1811. 


ACDTS  JDlSMASSS* 


No.  of 
Cases. 

Febris 18 

Quoddiana 1 

Febris  remit  infantum        •  9 

Cynanche 5 

Epistiaxis 1 

Catarrhns 85 

Pkuritis      .  ^ 2 

Peripneumonia     ••••18 

Enteritis 1 

Peritonitis   ••••••  1 

Hepatitis     • 1 

Variola  •••••••  4 


Ko.  of 
Cases. 

Scarlatina  ••••••  2 

Rheumatismus     •    •    •    •  9 

Arthritis  rheumatica      •    .  6 

Apoplexia  ••••••  1 

Hydrocephalus     •    •    •    •  I 

Erysipelas   •    •    •    •    •    .2 

Herpes  zoster  •    •    •    «    •  I 

Cholera S 

Dysenteria  ••••••  9 

Abortus  ••••;•»  4 

Pertusas     • S 


Chronic  Dissjses. 


/  • 


No.  of 
Casses. 

.  28 

.  4 

.  2 

.  1 

.  3 

.  30 


Cephalasa    •    •    • 
Vertigo       •    .    .    . 
Hemicrania  rheunsatica 
Dysecasa      •    •    •    • 
Dyspncea  et  asdima  . 
Catarrhus  chronicus  • 

Hemoptysis 2 

Ph^isis 17 

t>yspepsia    • 31 

Gastrodynia^  .  . 
Hsematemesis  •  • 
Enterodynia  •  • 
Pyrosis  •  «  .  • 
ColicA    •     •     •     . 


17 
1 

13 
5 
2 


No.  of 


Colica  Pictonum  • 

Hepatalgia  •  •    . 

Icterus   •     •  •  •    . 

Diarrhcea    •  •  • 

H^morrhagia  intest. 

idarasmus  •  •  • 

Ascarides    •  •  .     < 

Lumbricus  •  •  • 

Hzmorrhois  •  • 

Enuresis      •  •  • 

Hacmaturia-  •  • 

Dysuria      •  •  • 

Leucorrhoea  •  • 

Menorrhagia  •  • 


2 
4 
1 

19 
2 
3 
4 
3 
2 
1 
1 
2 
9 

12 


I 
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Cbronic  Diseases  continued. 


No.  of 

Cases. 

Amenorrhoea 6 

Hysteralgia 2 

Chlorosis    • 2 

Nephralgia 6 

Convolsio  ex  dentitione     •    •    1 

Epilepsia 2 

Paralysis    ..•••••  10 
Paraplegia      •«....     1 

Hysteria 2 

Palpitatio 2 

Asthenia .20 

Hectica  adolescentium      .    •     1 

Anasarca 5 

Ascites 2 

Rheumatismus  chronicus  •    •  25 
Lumbago  et  Sciatica    •    •    .    5 


No.  of 
Cases. 

Lepra   •,..•.•.  1 

Psoriasis 10. 

Scabies 6 

Prurigo      .•••.••  8 

— cum  phthiriasi .    .    •  1 

Erythema  papuls^um    •     •     •  1 

nodosum  I 
—                           I  cedematodesl 

Impetigo 2 

Ecthyma ^ 

Porrigo 4; 

Purpura  urticans      •     •     .     •  I 

Urticaria    • 3 

Herpes  labialis 1 

Aphthss 1 


The  autumnal  months,  even  to  the  end  of  October,  were  ex- 
tremely niikl  and  warm :  the  air,  in  the  middle  of  the  latter 
month,  was  generally  sultry  and  close,  not  only  in  the  day,  but 
through  the  night,  although  there  were  frequent  rains.  I>uring 
iixe  whole  of  September)  the  atmosphere  was  clear  and  dry,  ex- 
cq>t  on  a  few  days  succeeding  the  equinox,  when  some  stormy 
weather  occurrea.  The  coincidence  of  this  unusual  warmth^ 
with  the  appearance  of  a  splendid  comet  during  the  same  period, 
fed  many  persons  to  conjecture,  that  it  was  the  effect  of  the  in- 
fluence of  the  latter.  In  the  last  week  of  October,  however,  the 
weather  became  chill  and  boisterous ;  and  during  the  whole  of 
November  it  has  continued  wet  and  foggy,  though  mild,  with 
occasional  high  winds.  From  August  to  the  present  time,  the 
wind  has  been  unchangeably  from  the  W.,  with  the  exception 
of  four  or  five  days  in  the  middle  of  November,  when  it  veered 
lo  the  north. 

During  the  first  half  of  the  period  comprehended  by  this  re- 
port, a  general  good  health  seemed  to  prevail.;  even  the  autumnal 
diseases,  which  might  have  been  expected  to  occur  during  the 
warm  weather,  such  as  cholera  and  bilious  fever,  were  not  often 
seen;  and  all  the  contagions  were  nearly  dormant.  Of -the 
eighteen  cases  of  fever  at  the  head  of  the  list,  only  one  exhibited 
any  approximation  to  the  typhoid  character:  four  or  five  of  them 
might  be  classed  under  the  denomination  of  synochus  biliosa  ; 
but  the  remainder  were  slight,  and  of  short  duration,  without 
any  considerable  derangement  olthe  gastric  organs,  and  without 
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any  affection  of  the  head.  In  some  of  the  uncleanly  parts  of 
Clerkenwell  dnd  St  Luke's,  beyond  the  district  of  our  dispensa- 
ry, several  instances  of  typhus  have  occurred,  and  some  of  the 
patients  were  received  into  the  House  of  Recovery  under  my  su- 
perintendance,  after  part  of  their  families  had  been  carried  off: 
but  I  have  not  learnt  that  it  has  existed  in  any  other  district  of 
London.  The  rains  and  logs  of  the  last  six  weeks,  however, 
kave  mxdlapflied  diseaseis,  more  especiaUy  those  of  the  chest  and 
of  the  bowels,  to  a  considerable  extent.  One  half  of  the  acute 
catarrhs,  and  three-fourths  of  the  peripneumonies  and  chronic 
catarrhs,  have  been  admitted  within  the  present  month.  Chil- 
dren have  suffered  most  particularly  from  pneumonic  affections 
of  great  severity,  and  in  some  instances  fatally :  for  soon  after 
the  comniencement  of  the  pneumonic  inflammation,  thp  fever 
began  to  assume  a  low  type ;  the  tongue  became  loaded  with  a 
thick  brown  crust;  the  alvine  excretions  became  muddy  and 
offensive,  increasing  above  the  quantity  of  the  ingesta ;  and  all 
nourishment  was  refused ;  while,  at  th/e  same  time,  the  cough 
was  extremely  distressing,  and  the  dyspnoea  very  great.  The 
children  of  persons  in  better  circumstances  have  been  equally  af- 
fected by  this  form  of  disease  with  those  who  are  brought  to  dis- 
pensaries. I  have  found  them  struggle  through  a  very  untoward 
course  of  symptoms,  where  leeches  and  blisters  were  applied  to 
the  chest,  even  so  late  as  the  fourth  dayt  and  the  bowels  daily 
unloaded  of  their  morbid  secretions  by  calomel,  (aided,  if  neces- 
sary, by  other  laxatives),  until  the  fo^cal  discharges  assumed  a 
more  natural  hue  and  odour;  while  small  doses  of  squills,  ipeca- 
cuanha, or  digitalis,  were  adnjinistered,  at  first  in  a  saline 
draught,  and  aiterwards,  as  the  powers  of  the  constitution  be- 
gan to  fail,  in  a  little  camphor  mixture,  or  some  gently  cordial 
vehicle,  which  seem  to  aid  the  expectoration,  as  well  as  to  sup- 
port the  strength.  Light  nourishing  liquids  were  at  the  same 
time  given  often  in  small  quantities.  These  cases,  after  follow- 
ing the  course  of  an  ordinary  gastric  or  Iqw  nervous  fever,  did 
not  generally  terminate  in  less  than  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks. 
This  form'  of  disease  is  still  prevalent ;  and,  in  several  families, 
more  than  one  child  has  been  attacked  with  it. 

In  adults,  diarrhoea  has  been  prevalent,  together  with  the 
symptoms  of  catarrh,  in  a  great  number  of  instances;  so  that,  be- 
sides the  number  of  cases  set  down  under  the  head  of  diarrhoea, 
several  of  those  under  the  head  of  catarrh  were  also  affected  with 
this  disorder  of  the  bowels.  The  cases  of  dysentery  have  not 
been  very  severe  ;  in  only  four  of  them  was  there  any  discharge 
of  blood  with  the  evacuations.  The  instances,  in  which  the 
iieadach  was  the  principal  subject  of  complaint,  have  been  nu- 
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merons,  and  the  great  majority  of  them  were  connected  with 
constipated  bowels,  and  relieved  by  restoring  the  rj^ular  evacua- 
tion, and  amending  the  state  of  the  stomach.  Tne  rest  were 
chiefly  rheumatic  afrections  of  the  integuments  of  the  cranium,  or 
of  the  muscles  of  the  face  and  neck.  The  case  of  apoplexy  was 
a  metastasis,  to  use  a  common  phrase,  of  acute  rheumatism,  and 
terminated,  as  such  metastases  but  too  commonly  do,  fatally. 

The  case  of  erythema  papulatum,  *  consisting  of  large  difiuse 
patches,  of  an  irregular  figure,  of  a  vivid  red  colour,  but  with  a 
livid  tint  in  the  central  parts,  (at  the  period  when  I  first  saw  it, 
the  papulae  having  then  disappeared),  was  attended  with  a  consi- 
derable degree  of  fever,  for  six  or  seven  days,  with  acute  pains 
and  great  tenderness  of  the  limbs :  these  symptoms  gradually  di- 
minished, and  the  eruption  desquamated  in  somewhat  less  than 
a  fortnight.  The  colour  was  considerably  more  vivid  than  the 
representation  in  Dr  Willan's  plate.  The  case  of  purpura  urti- 
cans, which  is  well  represented  by  Dr  Willan,  f  was  accompa- 
nied with  a  most  acute  pain  in  the  belly,  with  constipation  and 
fever,  which  supervened  after  the  eruption  had  continued  about 
a  week,  in  which  state  the  patient  was  bled,  with  immediate  re- 
lief to  the  pain  and  fever,  and  the  bowels  were  soon  afterwards 
unloaded :  but  this  state  was  succeeded  by  several  attacks  of  vio- 
lent spasmodic  pain  in  the  stomach,  which  required  powerful 
opiates  for  its  relief  The  patient  very  slowly  recovered  under 
the  use  of  cordials  and  tonics.  No  cause  could  be  assigned  for 
either  of  these  disorders. 

Three  cases  of  a  chronic  cutaneous  disease,  attended  with  con-- 
siderable  constitutional  derangement,  deserve  to  be  noticed,  prin- 
cipally with  a  view  to  the  diagnosis ;  for  it  bears  a  close  resem- 
blance to  a  syphilitic  form  of  eruption  in  many  respects.  It  con- 
sists of  an  extensive  eruption  of  circular  tubercles,  or  slightly  ele- 
vated spots,  with  a  flat  smooth  surface,  of  a  reddish  brown  colour^ 
These  spots  are  all  nearly  of  equal  diameter,  (except  on  the  fore- 
head,  where  they  are  smaller),  not  much  exceeding  the  superfi- 
cies of  a  split  pea,  and  so  thickly  set,  upon  the  arms  and  face,  as 
to  leave  but  little  interstice  of  healthy  cuticle :  on  the  chest  and 
body  they^  are  less  numerous  and  close.  On  all  these  parts,  the 
surface  of  the  spots  remains  smooth,  showing  a  tendency  to  de- 
squamate, but  not  ac^tually  forming  scales^  but,  on  the  legs,  whero 
the  spots  are  larger,  and  thinly  dispersed,  they  assume  the  ordi- 

•  See  Dr  WiUan's  Treatise  on  Cutaneous  Diseases,  Ord.  III.  Gen.  6.  spec.  4, 
4ind  Plate  xxxi.  Rg.  1.  ^        i 

t  IbicL    Old.  III.  Gen.  5.  and  Plate  xxx.  Fig.  1. 
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^Bty  a|>petr8iiee  otpsoria^s  gutlata^ '^  t,  e.  ef  while  s^es^odfoiw 
log  to  a  red  surface.  On  the  forebeadi  about  the  roots  of  tib<i 
ibairi  they  are  smaller  aod  more  acumiQatedi  like  small  vari^ 
Comiected  with  this  eruption,  there  has  been  sore  tbroati  with 
whitish  specks  on  the  tonsils ;  9om^  degree  of  ophthalmia,  espe-r 
cialiy  of  the  tarsi ;  a  considerable  languor  aod  depression  of 
strength,  and  loss  of  appetite ;  with  a  quickened  and  leetih  pulse^ 
and  much  pain  in  the  limbs.  The  disorder  occurred  in  two  wo- 
men and  a  man,  in  none  of  whom  had  there  been  any  primary 
sjrphilitic  symptoms ;  neither  was  there  any  tendency  to  pastule 
or  ulceration,  as  in  syphilitic  eruptions :  yet,  in  on^  of  the  wo* 
men,  it  appeared  to  originate  from  contagion ;  for  it  first  apr 
peared  in  her  husband,  m  whom  it  was  said  to  have  remained 
six  weeks,  during  the  last  fortm'ght  of  which  it  began  to  a|[^ar  in 
her,  and  continued  during  the  same  period,  as  well  as  in  thetwa 
other  patients.  In  its  decline,  the  spots  gradually  contract  m 
size,  leaving  larger  interstices,  which  assume  a  more  natural  co* 
lour,  (for  me  skm  itself  is  brownish  in  the  height  of  the  disease), 
and  the  spots  thus  diminish  until  they  entirely  disappear.  The 
patients  recovered,  without  the  use  of  any  mercury,  takii^g  tha 
mineral  acids  alone,  or  combined  with  bark  or  sarsaparitta ;  and, 
in  the  last  instance,  while  using  the  sarsaparilla  onfy. 

On  showing  one  of  these  cases  to  my  much  respected  c<d- 
league,  Mr  John  Pearson,  he  pronounced  them  decidedly  not 
syphilitic,  notwithstanding  the  similarity  of  the  af^earances,  cs 
specially  on  the  forehead ;  and  observed  that  he  had  found  thif 
species  of  eruption  infectious  by  contact.  He  is  disposed  to  re- 
fer it  to  scrofula. 

Bedford-Ram^  November  30,  181  !•  T.  B. 


*  In  thb  account  1  have  referred  the  eruption  to  psoriasis :  but  on  the  upper 
parts  •£  the  body,  where  it  is  simply  tubercular,  it  would  seem  to  be  more  conrectlj 
(»rranged  under  vitiligo. 
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A  TiMi  ^fh^  principal  Diseases  in  one  qf  his  Majesti/s  sloops  of 
war,  complemeM  121  men^Jrom  J)ecember  11,  1810,  to  Nd» 
vepiher  SO,  1811.    By  William  Davies,  Surgeon. 


Disease 

No.o? 

Sent  to 

iNscharged 

Cases. 

Hospital 

to  Du^. 

yebris 

11 

1 

10 

CyDanche  tonsillaris 

12 

2      . 

Pleuritig 

6 

6 

Pneumonia 

4 

1 

3 

Catarrhus 

13 

13 

Gastritis 

'      2 

1 

1 

Nephritis 

1 

1 

Rubeola 

1 

1 

Herpes  zoster 

1 

1 

Dyaenteria 

7 

7 

Meamatismus 

4 

4 

chronicus 

7 

7 

Arthritis  liieunuUica 

2 

2 

OpMuhaia 

1 

1 

■■   — ■    ■  ■  tarsi 

1 

1 

Haemoptysis               • 

1 

1 

Phthisis 

2 

2 

Diarrhoea 

16 

16 

Ascaris  lumbricoidea 

3 

. 

S 

Gonorrhoea 

10 

10 

Orchitis 

5 

* 

5 

Lumbago 

1 

I 

Abscess 

5 

5 

Wcers 

3 

* 

1 

2 

Contusions  and  sprains 

10 

10 

Wounds  and  accidents 

5 

5 

Bums  and  scalds 

3 

3 

Pernio 

2 

2 

Earache 

2 

2 

Pftora 

2 

1 

1 

Paronychia 

2 

2 

135 

7 

128 

None  INed.    None  Invalided. 

Remarks. 

The  ship  sailed  from  Spithead  the  1st  of  January  1810.    The 

weather  at  this  time  was  excessive  cold,  snowing  for  several  days 

•uccessively.     We  left  port  tolerably  healthy,  having  previously 

)cnt  those  with  severe  and  acute  complaints  to  the  hospital  at 
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Haslar;  at  this  time  we  had  many  with  gonorrhoea;  and  the  cold 
weather  before  we  reached  Lisbon,  brought  on  a  number  of  ca- 
tarrhs and  affections  of  the  breast^  which  did  well  under  a  slight 
antiphlogistic  treatment.    In  many  of  the  gonorrhceal  cases,  the 
symptoms  disappeared,  and,  as  the  weather  became  milder,  re* 
turned  with  inflammation  of  a  testicle,  iattended  in  some  with  a 
rcfcurrence  of  the  discharge  from  the  urethra,  dysuria,  &c.  which 
very  soon  yielded  to  slight  mercurial  courses.     These  s}rmptom8 
may  be  supposed  to  have  arisen  from  the  suppression  of  the  dis- 
charge in  cold  and  bad  weather,  particularly  as  the  men  were  not 
excused  from  duty,  when  they  applied  with  their  first  symptoms. 
One  very  obstinate  case  of  chronic  rheumatism,  accompanied  by 
eruptions  similar  to  erythema  mercuriale,  but  slighter,  and  with- 
out fever,  occurred  in  a  marine  belonging  to  his  Majesty's  ship 
Triumph,  at  the  time  her  crew  was  affected  by  the  mercury  sav- 
ed from  the  Spanish  ships  wrecked  at  Cadiz,  and  who,  with  many 
others,  were  sent  to  the  hospital.     I  tried  the  nitric  acid,  till  he 
had  taken  200  drops  in  the  course  of  the  day,  but  without  much 
Success.     We  remamed  very  healthy  the  most  part  of  summer;  in 
the  latter  end  of  July  and  August,  however,  diarrhoea  and  dysen- 
tery were  somewhat  prevalent,  which  can  be  accounted  for  only 
(as  far  as  I  believe)  from  constant  heat  and  dews  at  night.    The 
thermometer  in  the  sun,  100 ;  in  the  shade,  76  to  80  Ft.  on  an 
average.     They  were  not  contagious,  as  very  little  fever  was  pre- 
sent in  some,  in  others  not  any,  though  many  of  them  had  severe 
griping  and  tenesmus,  and  passed,  several  days  together,  slime,  or 
mucus  and  blood.     Scybalae,  when  passed,  were  always  attended 
with  relief.     I  hope  not  to  be  accused  of  vanity  in  giving  an  opi- 
nion of  these  two  diseases,  as  they  hitherto  have  come  under  my 
own  observation.  Several  cases  oi  diarrhoea  and  dysentery,  appear 
different  states  of  the  same  disease ;  where  one  has  been  prevaleiit 
in  some  degree,  the  other  has  appeared  also : — To  confirm  this, 
in  some  cases  the  patients  had  frequently  loQsefcecal  stools^  preced- 
ed by  pains  in  the  bowels,  unattended  with  any  tenesmus  for  se- 
veral days,  and  then  were  affected  with  symptoms  that  more  essen- 
tially constitute  dysentery ;  frequent  inclination  to  stool,  with  te^ 
nesmuSf  little  or  no  evacuations  ;  if  any,  they  were  coagulated 
mucus,  and  watery,  or  mucus  and  blood,  and  occasionally  scyba- 
lae; when  these  became  mitigated,  the  symptoms  were  those 
first  mentioned,  and  generally  comprehended  under  diarrhoea. 

Both  got  well  by  the  same  treatment,— opiates  and  purgatives 
combined.     I  experienced  great  benefit  from  the  use  of  digitsilis 

in  a  case  of  haemoptysis.     On  the  whole,j  we  may  be  considered 
to  have  been  very  healthy.     We  are  just  returned  from  the  south* 

ward ;  the  few  that  now  apply  are  affected  with  catarrhs. 

'  Plymouth y  Nov.  30,  1811. 
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Pharmaceutical  and  Medical  Observations^  communicated  to  Dr 
Kellie  by  James  Cassils,  M.  D,  Physician,  Kendal. 

1.     Black  Drop, 

The  late  learned  Dr  Parr,  in  his  excellent  Medical  Dictionary, 
thinks  that  neither  of  the  preparations  of  opium  that  I  gave  you 
an  account  of,  in  the  first  volume  of  your  Journal,  is  the  ge- 
nuine black  drop :  Perhaps  it  may  be  so,  particularly  with  the 
tincture  prepared  from  rectified  spirit,  and  it  may  differ  in  some 
trivial  respects  from  the  other  with  vegetable  acid  ;  but  1  am  of 
opinion  that  it  is  equally  efiicacious  with  that  medicine. 

There  is  an  article  in  the  2d  volume  of  the  abridged  edition 
of  the  Philosophical  Transactions,  which  induces  me  to  believe, 
that  the  famous  Van  Helmont  was  the  original  inventor  of  thi« 
remedy.     I  think  it  unnecessary  to  quote  the  formula. 

2.  Tincture  of  Lavender. 
Although  this  medicine  may  not  be  reckoned  of  much  use, 
yet  as  it  has  a  place  in  the  British  Pharmacopoeias,  and  as  it  is 
of  some  consequence  to  facilitate  pharmaceutical  operation,  I 
beg  leave  to  recommend  the  following  formula,  it  being,  in  my 
judgment,  as  good  as  any  other,  and  prepared  without  any  arti- 
cle undergoing  the  process  of  distillation. 
5^  Cort.  cinnamom.  lauri  gij, 

CaryophiL  aromat.  |j. 

Nucis  myristicae  mochat.  ^ss. 

Ol.  volat.  lavend.  spicae  3iij-  \ 

rosimarin.  officinal.  3i> 

Lig.  pterocarp.  Santolin.  Jss. 

Alcoholis, 

■     ■  diluti,  utriusque  lb.  ij.    Macera  per  dies  sep- 

tcm,  ct  ada.  =«= 

3.  On  the  Solvent  Powers  of  Milk, 
Amongst  the  various  solvents  of  camphor,  and  those  sub- 
stances called  gum-resins,  there  is  one  which  I  have  not  found 
mentioned  by  any  writer  on  chemistry  or  the  Materia  Medica 
that  I  am  acquainted  with,  namely,  milk.  By  triturating  cam- 
phor with  milk,  it  is  nearly  as  readily  dissolved  as  with  rectified 
spirit;  and  this  property!  apprehend  does  not  altogether  depend 
upon  the  cream  constituting  one  of  its  component  parts ;  for 
skimmed  milk^  whey,  and  the  coagulable  matter  obtained  by 
spontaneous  separation,  are  more  or  less  solvents  of  camphor. 
The  latter,  when  dried,^  and  made  into  a  pulp  with  distilled  water, 
dissolves  it  in  considerable  quantity,  and  forms  a  beautiful  white 
solution.  As  the  above  fact  is  not  generally  known,  I  beg  leave 
to  suggest)  that  it  may  be  of  considerable  use  in  performing 
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some  pharmaceutical  operadons,  and  particularly  where  economy 
is  an  object,  as  in  infirmaries  and  other  charitable  institutions  ; 
for  instance,  the  emulsio  camphorata  may  be  very  readily  pre* 
pared  in  this  manner. 

S  Camphor.  3ss. 

Lactis  vaccini  3iv.    Solve,  et  adde 
Aq.  fontanas  |viiss. 

In  this  preparation,  none  of  the  camphor  is  lost  by  precipita* 
tion.  Again,  in  preparing  the  tinctura  opii  camphorata,  I  have 
aabstituted  the  milk  for  proof  spirit,  and  find  it  very  useful  in 
coughs,  when  I  think  an  opiate  necessarv ;  nay,  it  is  perhaps  a 
more  safe  medicine;  for  the  spirit,  that  iorms  a  principal  article 
in  the  common  par^oric  elixir,  is  more  frequently  calculated  to 
excite  coughing  than  to  remove  it. 

Farther,  when  the  external  application  of  camphor  is  wished 
for,  without  the  addition  of  alcohol,  it  may  be  very  easily  applied 
in  the  following  embrocation,  which  may  be  callea  lac  camphora* 
turn  cum  sapone. 

9>  Camphor.  |j. 
Lactis  vaccini  f  iv. 
Saponis  mollis  |j.     M. 

Lastly,  cream  forms  an  elegant  liniment  with  camphor,  whicl| 
is  not  soluble  in  water. 

From  this  property  of  milk  in  dissolving  camphor,  I  was  led  to 
try  its  effects  on  the  gum-resins,  and  found  that  it  dissolved  as* 
safcetida,  gum  ammoniac,  guaiacum,  and  myrrh,  sooner  than 
water ;  and  I  think  it  a  better  vehicle  for  the  administration  of 
these  remedies,  as  it  not  only  forms  a  more  perfect  solution,  but 
renders  their  taste  less  unpleasant.  Milk  also  dissolves  rosin  and 
pitch,  balsam  of  Peru  and  Tolu  in  small  quantities.  By  the  pro- 
secution  of  these  experiments,  I  have  no  doubt  but  some  of  your 
ingenious  correspondents  may  be  able  to  throw  farther  light  ob 
the  above  interesting  facts. 

4.  ScrqfuUms  Ulcers. 
Notwithstanding  the  number  of  remedies  recommended  by 
practical  writers  ror  the  cure  of  scrofulous  ulcers,  unconnected 
with  caries  of  the  bones,  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  by  fkr  the  ma« 
jor  part  are  useless,  and  that  not  one  is  to  be  entirely  depend^ 
ed  upon.  But,  after  some  experience,  1  beg  leave  to  call  the  at* 
tention  of  my  professional  brethren  to  an  external  application, 
which  I  flatter  myself  is  justly  entitled  to  their  confidence;  for 
neither  myself,  nor  those  of  my  friends  who  are  acquainted 
with  it,  have  ever  been  disappointed.  It  is  nothing  else  than  a 
strong,  sometimes  a  saturate  solution  of  the  sulphate  of  zinc  in 
water.    I  order  linen  rags  to  be  dipt  intQ  as  strong  a. solution  as 
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tile  padent  can  bear,  and  applied  to  the  sore  two  or  three  timet 
a- day.  If  it  causes  considerable  smarting,  (which  is  often  the 
case  at  first),  I  desire  the  patient  to  moisten  the  rag  over  the 
part  affected  with  cold  water,  till  the  pain  is  rendered  more 
tolerable,  and  by  degrees  to  apply  the  strong  solution,  as  direct- 
ed,  whQe  the  disease  remains.  Sometimes  a  slight  discharge  of 
blood  takes  place,  and  at  other  times  a  few  pimples  appear  round 
the  margin  of  the  ulcer ;  but,  generally  speaking,  in  a  few  days, 
an  healthy  action  of  idi  the  diseased  part  takes  place,  genuine  pus 
18  discharged,  sound  granulaticms  are  formed,  and  in  a  few  weeks 
cicatrization  is  completed. 

In  the  worst  cases  that  have  come  under  my  car^,  no  interna! 
remedies  were  administered,  so  that  the  whole  efficacy  of  curing 
•crofalous  sores,  rests  with  the  strong  solution  of  sulplmte  of 
mic ;  and  I  cannot  avoid  saying,  that  the  above  species  of  ulcer 
will  be  no  longer  considered  an  opprobrium  to  the  healing  art. 
For  the  knowledge  of  this  invaluable  remedy,  I  am  indebted  to 
Mr  Somerville,  an  excellent  surgeon  to  the  General  Infirmary, 
Stafford. 

I^ce  I  have -written  the  above,  I  have  seen  the  second  edition 
of  Mr  Key's  Practical  Surgery,  and  am  happy  to  add,  that  my  ex- 
perience df  the  good  effects  of  this  medicine  are  corroborated  by 
that  gentleman.  He  indeed  only  recommends  a  weak  solution  of 
diis  metidKc  salt,  vh.  3ss.  in  a  pint  of  water,  to  which  is  added, 
an  ounce  of  spirit  of  rosemary,  and  a  dram  of  spirit  of  lavender ; 
and,  even  in  that  diluted  state,  it  is  found  to  possess  very  active 
powers.  — '■ — 

Impesition  practised  upon  the  Editors* 

It  is  ^ith  the  most  painfal  feelings,  that  we  have  now  to  call 
ike  attention  of  our  readers  to  a  most  unwarrantable,  and  almost 
incredible  transaction.  About  the  middle  of  June,  when  the 
last  sheet  of  our  Journal  for  July  was  at  press,  we  received 
a  letter,  purporting  to  be  a  communication  from  Mr  Simmons 
df  Manchester,  and  signed  with  his  name.  Having  no  reason 
to  suspect  its  authenticity,  and  never  dreaming  of  imposition,  we 
took  the  opportunity  of  the  press  being  accidentally  stopt,  to 
amiounce,  in  a  part  of  the  impression,  its  receipt.  Unluckily 
none  of  these  Numbers,  in  which  this  notice  was  inserted,  went 
to  Manchester,  otherwise  the  deception  might  have  been  disco- 
vered in  time  to  have  prevented  the  trick  from  taking  effect. 

In  about  a  month  after  the  publication,  we  were  astonished, 
and  mortified,  by  receiving  a  letter  from  Mr  Simmons,  informing 
UB,  that  the  communication  was  not  written  by  him ;  that  the 
whole  was  Vifabrication  j  and  the  iaffixing  his  name  to  it  ^forgery. 

It  instantly  became  our  duty  to  use  every  means  in  our 
power  to  discover  the  author;  to  declare  publicly  our  senti- 
ments of  the  transactfidti ;  and  to  redress,  so  far  as  we  can,  the 
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injury  we  have  been  made  the  instruments  of  doing  to  Mr  SiBOh 
mons's  feelings  and  professional  reputation. 

But  Mr  Simmons  is  not  the  only  person  injured  by  this  un« 
principled  transaction  $  both  we,  the  editors,  and  the  profession 
at  large,  have  been  grossly  abused. 

We  trust  that  the  instance  is  solitary  with  regard  to  us,  and 
very  rare  in  general.  Were  buch  conduct  frequent,  the  credit 
of  all  Journalists  must  be  eflTectually  destroyed,  and  the  public 
would  justly  withdraw  its  confidence  from  them.  Upon  the  injury 
done  to  the  profession  at  large  we  need  not  expatiate,  for  even 
the  subscription  of  a  respectable  name  would  no  longer  be  suflS- 
eient  to  give  authenticity  to  their  communications;  and  the 
false  proverb,  **  medical  Jacts^  medical  lies^  "  which  has  hitherto 
been  uttered  only  by  the  designing  or  the  thoughtless,  might 
then4)ecQme  a  truth. 

The  imposition  is  equally  calculated  to  injure  the  reputation 
of  a  respectable  individual,  of  ourselves,  and  of  the  profession f 
and  we  are  all  interested  in  detecting  and  exposing  to  universal 
indignation  its  author. 

So  far  as  Mr  Simmons  is  personally  concerned,  we  have  great 
pleasure  in  making  public  the  very  satisfactory  resolutions  of 
the  Weekly  Board,  and  of  the  Faculty  of  the  Manchester  Infir- 
mary. In  the  sentiments  which  they  express,  we,  in  common 
with  every  person  jealous  of  the  honour  of  the  profession,  hearti- 
ly concur.  ■■   ■ 

No.  1. — To  the  Truatees  of  the  Manchester  Infirmary, 

Gentlemen — With  permission,  I  will  lay  before  you  the  last 
Num'ber  of  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  It 
contains  an  article,  purporting  to  have  come  from  me,  of  the 
existence  of  which  I  was  totally  ignorant,  till  it  was  pointed  out. 
to  me  in  the  Journal. 

This  letter  is  a  Forgery. 

But,  as  a  case  of  lithotomy  did  occur  at  the  infirmary,  in 
September  1810,  manifestly  alluded  to  by  the  writer,  his  fai^e* 
HOOD  shall  next  appear  i^)on  indubitable  proofs.. 

In  that  case,  the  section  of  the  bladder  was  made  with  the 
gorget ;  but  the  stone  was  extracted  at  the  time  of  the  operation^ 
without  any  enlargement  of  the  wound.  This  proof  is  in  itself 
sufiicient;  but  it  is  still  fiirther  confirmed  by  the  fact,  that,' 
during  the  operation,  from  certain  obstacles  that  presented,  th^ 
staff  was  reintroduced  into  the  bladder,  to  serve  as  a  guide  to 
the  forceps,  which  lejd  to  the  immediate  removal  of  the  stone.^ 
From  this  it  is  absolutely  certain,  that  the  gorget  had  not  taken> 
an  improper  direction,  as  falsely  insinuated  at  the  conclusion, 
of  the  FORGED  letter :  and  consequently  no  blame  is  imputable 
to  the  operation. 

But^  &om  internal  evidence^  the  letter  was  writteni  or  the  ma- 
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terials  for  it  were  supplied,  by  a  person  who  was  present  at  that 
operation.  On  this  ground  it  is,  and  not  on  any  personal  con- 
sideration, that  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  submit  the  business 
to  your  notice. — I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen,  yours,  &c« 
George  Street^  ISik  November,  1811.  W.Simmons. 

No.  2. — Manchester  Infirmary ^  Sd  December f  181  !• 
Dear  Sir — I  have  much  pleasure  in  obeying  the  orders  of  the 
Weekly  Board  of  the  25th  ult.  in  transmitting  to  you  a  copy  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  the  18  th  November,  and  of 
the  Faculty  connected  with  the  charity  thereupon. — I  am,  very 
truly,  dear  Sir,  yours,  &c.  J.  Hibbert. 

W*  Simmons^  Esq.  Surgeon^  Manchester. 

csssss 

No.  8. — Manchester  Infirmary  Weekly  Boards  18.  N&oember  1811, 
Mr  Simmons  having  sent  a  letter  to  the  Board,  respecting  a 
l^ter  which  had  appeared  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Journal  of 
October  last,  purporting  to  be  written  by  Mr  Simmons,  but 
which  Mr  Simmons  declares  is  a  forgery,  and  that  it  contains  a 
gross  misrepresentation  of  the  operation  which  was  performed 
atthisinfirmaiy; 

Resolved  unanimouslv, 
That  it  appears  to  this  Board,  by  the  foregoing  communication 
from  Mr  Simmons,  that  the  object  and  tendency  of  the  forged 
letter  was  to  lessen  the  professional  character  of  Mr  Simmons ; 
and,  he  being  one  of  the  Faculty  connected  with  this  hospital, 
that  its  reputation  and  success  might  consequently  be  injured. 

That  it  must  have  been  written  by  some  person  present  at  the 
oporation,  or  by  some  one  to  whom  such  person  related  the  cir- 
comstances ;  and  therefore  proves,  that  there  has  been  a  breach 
of  that  confidence  which  is  placed  in  every  attendant  upon  ope- 
rations* And,  that  this  Board  is  always  anxious  to  support  the 
Faculty  in  the  unrestrained  exercise  of  their  duty,  and  in  the 
maintenance  of  their  professional  character,  upon  which  the  wel- 
fare of  the  charity  so  much  depends. 
Resolved  unanimously. 
That  a  copy  of  Mr  Simmons's  letter  to  the  Board,  together 
iQth  the  foregoing  resolution,  be  laid  before  a  meeting  of  the  Fa- 
culty, specially  to  be  convened  for  that  purpose ;  with  an  assur- 
ance that  this  Board  will  be  very  glad  if  the  Faculty  can  suggest 
any  means  by  which  the  author  of  so  infamous  a  transaction  may 
be  discovered. 

Resolved  unanimously. 
That  the  secretary  be  directed  immediately  to  take  the  usual 
iteps  to  procure  a  meeting  of  the  Faculty,  agreeably  to  the  fore- 
Coingjresolutioxi.  James  Hibbeut,  Chairman. 
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Resolved,  Weekly  Boards  2fytk  N&oemher,  1811. 

That  so  soon  as  the  resolutions  of  the  Faculty,  consequent  upon 
the  communication  made  to  them  by  the  Board,  last  week,  are  in 
possession  of  the  treasurer,  that  he  be  authorized  to  tittnsmit  a 
copy  of  the  same,  and  of  the  resolutions  passed  at  the  Board, 
to  Mr  Simmons,  as  the  reply  of  the  Board  to  his  letter  of  the 
iSth  instant.  Jaaies  Hibbert,  Chairman. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Faculty  belonging  to  this  liospital,  sum- 
moned at  the  request  of  the  Weekly  Board,  and  held  NovBmber 
5l2d,  1«11,  Present, 

Dr  Barddey,     Dr  Henry,     Dr  Winst^ey,     Mr  HatnihOD. 
Resolved  unanimously, 

I  St  J  That  this  meeting  highly  disapprove  of  the  publication  of 
^hich  Mr  Simmons  has  complained  in  his  lettier  to  the  Weekly 
Board;  and  tliat  they  consider  it  not  only  as  a  violation  of  profis&- 
sional  bon<Hir  and  confidence,  but  as  an  insidi^>us  and  unwar^ 
xantable  attack  on  Mr  Simmons's  professional  character. 

2df  That,  notwithstanding  our  sense  of  its  extreme  impro* 
priety  and  injustice,  we  are  not  aware  of  any  measure,  which  it 
is  within  our  province  to  take  for  the  discovery  of  the  writer.  Or 
that  we  can  do  any  thing  more  than  express  our  strong  condem- 
nation of  the  forgery,  and  of  the  motives  by  idiich  its  author 
has  been  actuated. 

$df  That  the  abov«  resolutions  be  sent  to  sudi  of  the  physi* 
cians  and  surgeons  connected  with  the  hospital,  as  have  not  at- 
tended this  meeting,  and  also  the  communication  from  the  Boards 
with  Mr  Simmons's  letter.  S.  A.  Baudsixy,  Chairman. 

Gavin  Hamilton,        J.  A.  Ransome,         Wm.  Henry, 

John  Thorpe,  J.  Ainsworth,  Wm.  Winstanleyi 

John  Mitchell,  Edward  Hcdme. 

Theatre  of  Anatoimfj  Bartlett  Cowty  Holbom, 
Mr  Armij^er^  surgeon-extraordinary  to  bis  Eoj^al  Highness 
the  Duke  of  Kent,  and  surgeon  to  the  Eastern  Dispensary,  will 
commence  his  spring  course  of  lectures  on  Anatomy,  Physiology, 
and  Suigery,  on  Monday,  20th  January. 

Practical  Anatomy,  and  Demonstrations,  10  in  the  mornii|g« 
— Particulars  may  be  known  by  applying  at  Mr  Armiger's,  17 
London  street,  Fonchurch  street,  or  to  Mr  Highley,  medical 
bookseller,  24  Fleet*  street 

London  Hospital. 
Dr  Buxton's  spring  course  of  Lectures  on  the  Practice  of  Me- 
dicine, will  be  commenced  about  January  20th. 

i?rra(ttm.-«Page  19,  line  28,  fot  acet«b«la  read  thyroidal  fomoiAA. 
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Some  Observations^  on  Inm-mscepHon:  ^edth  an  Engravings    tiy 
Mr  HowsHip,  FeDow  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  in  London^ 

CASES  in  which  s6me  pEU'ts  of  the  intestinal  canal  are  found af* 
ter  death  to  be  in  a  state  of  intiis-susception,  are  not  very 
nn  frequent,  tn  many  instances^  from  the  prevailing  laxity  ia 
the  general  niuscuTar  structure  of  the  bowels,  there  is  every  rea^ 
son  to  supposei  that  in  certain  constitutions  this  .state  may  re- 
peatedly occur  without  the  least  inconvenience,  the  parts  being 
restored  to  their  proper  relations  whenever  solid  contents  hap- 

Een  to  pass,  in  their  way,  through  tlie  intestijaes.  This  accident, 
owever,  in  a  habit  of  body  possessed  of  much  tone^  and  dispos-^ 
ed  to  inflammatory  actioui  is  productii^e  of  consequences  gene- 
tally,  if  not  always,  fatal.  The  obstructed  portion  of  the  bowel 
becomes  a  cause  of  great  irritation  in  the  canal,  and,  when  in« 
flammation  has  oilce  come  upon. parts  so  circumstanced,  the  pa^ 
tient  scarcely  ever  escapes  death. 
VOL«  VIII*  K<»,  $0^  i^ 
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The  small  intestines  are  much  more  liable  to  fall  into  this  state 
than  the  large ;  and,  upon  this  account,  it  has,  by  many  practi- 
tioners, been  considered  as  a  complaint  which  is^  in  every  instance 
without  remedy.  But  we  know  by  experience,  that  now  and 
then  the  rectum  has  been  found  obstructed  from  this  cause;  and» 
however  rare  sycb  examples  may  be,  they  are  certainly  worthy 
of  attentive  observation,  and  ought  to  be  considered  highly  in- 
teresting in  a  practical  view,  the  lower  portion  of  the  bowel  be- 
ing, to  a  certain  degree,  within  the  reach  of  surgery. 

vV^itb  regard  to  Uie  treatment  of  such  cases,  mechanical  dis- 
tension, by  the  injecting  of  warm  fluids,  has  been  proposed; 
but  akhoagh,  in  the  early  stage  of  the  complaint,  such  a  plan 
may  be  capable  of  doing  good,  it  has  been  tried,  and  found  use- 
less, where  inflammation  nad  previously  established  itself. 

When  intus-susception  occurs  low  down  in  the  rectum,  it  is 
presumed  that  its  existence  might  be  ascertained,  and  perhaps 
even  th^  complaint  removed,  by  the  careful  introduction  of  a 
bougie,  so  large  as  fb  occupy  the  usual  diameter  of  the  intestine^ 
and  so  curved  and  directed  as  ta  foUow  the  natural  turns  of  the 
gut,  almost  up  to  its  superior  flexure  towards  the  colon.  Such 
an  operation,  however,  to  be  dexterously  performed,  requires  an 
accurate  idea  of  the  situation  and  extent  of  the  intestine,  in  or- 
der that  the  surgeon  may  be  able  to  determine,  beforehand,  what 
size  and  length  of  the  instrument  will  be  necessary*  according  to 
the  age  of  tne  patient,  to  answer  the  end  proposed. 

The  following  case  is  an  instance  in  which  this  mode  of  treat- 
ment might  possibly  have  saved  the  patient;  but  unfortunately 
the  real  cause  of  the  child's  death  was  not  suspected,  till  the  dis- 
'  ease  wasf  found  upon  elimination  of  the  body. 

A  Case  of  Inttts-susception  of  the  Rectum. 
In  July  1800,  a  fine  healthy  female  child,  at  the  breast,  was 
four  months  old,  when  it  was  first  observed  that  there  was  oc- 
casional sickness  at  stomach.  This  sickness  soon  became  more 
irecjuent,  and  induced  the  mother  of  the  child  to  conclude  that 
the  milk  disagreed.  Light  food,  therefore,  in  various  forms,  was 
substituted ;  out  this  was  found  to  agree  no  better  than  the 
breast-milk  had  done  before  it.  Every  thing  that  was  swallow- 
ed was  rejected  soon  afterwards. 

'  In  this  state,  tvith  little  variation,  the  infant  remained  for  the 
space  of  three  weeks,  when  a  small  quantity  of  blood  was  found 
upon  the  napkin,  passed  with  a  mucous  slimy  stool,  attended 
with  great  straining,  restlessness,  and  apparently  much  pain. 
The  parents,  being  alarmed  at  the  appearance  of  blood,  imxpe- 
diately  procured  medical  advice; 
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Gentle  aperients  were  now  ordered ;  but  they  eould  not  be 
made  to  stay  on  the  stomach.  The  child  sickened,  and  the  phy- 
sic was  thrown  up*  After  various  ine£Pectual  trials,  as  it  appear- 
ed that  no  relief  was  likely  to  be  obtained  by  these  means,  a 
warm  relaxing  injection  was  ordered,  and  this  was  carefully 
thrown  up ;  but  the  nurse  said  it  all  returned  immediately  with- 
out bringing  any  thing  material  with  it  The  foUowing  day  a 
second  injection  was  ordered^  and  given  with  no  more  effect  than 
the  first. 

Suspecting  that  there  might  have  been  some  want  of  attention 
on  the  part  of  the  nurse  to  explain  this  failure,  the  surgeon  de- 
termined that  he  would  himself  ascertain,  whether  an  enema 
might  not  be  so  injected  as  to  operate  more  successfully^  He 
was,  however,  not  more  fortunate  than  the  nurse  had  been,  for 
his  attempts  failed.  Finding  there  was  no  chance  of  procuring 
ft  passage  by  the  bowels,  little  more  was  done  i  the  child  wa» 
directed  to  be  occasionally  immersed  in  warm  water,  and  this 
seemed  to  abate  the  heat  and  restlessness,  but  produced  no  per- 
manent relief* 

The  urgency  of  the  tenesmus,  the  inability  to  keep  any  thing 
on  the  stomach,  and  the  frequency  in  passing  blood,  all  continued 
to  increase  rather  than  decline,  attended  with  repeated  attacks  of 
most  violent  pain,  fbr  the  space  of  six  days  from  the  first  bleed- 
ing ;  when  the  infant  died,  exhausted  by  her  sufferings. 

On  examination  of  the  body,  the  following  were  the  appear^^ 
ances^  The  viscera  of  the  thorax  were  sound.  In  the  abdomen, 
the  stomach  was  apparently  healthy.  The  amall  intestines  had 
evidently  suffered  considerably  from  inflammation,  and  were^  up- 
on several  parts  of  their  surface,  changed  from  a  florid  red  to  a 
dark  and  lurid  colour.  The  large  intestines  appeared,  on  the 
first  glance,  to  be  involved  in  confusion.  There  was,  however, 
no  difficulty  in  tracing  the  rectum  upward  from  the  pelvis,  where 
it  was  very  large,  and  felt,  when  pressed,  as  if  it  was  full  of  a 
dense  fleshy  substance. 

Upon  a  more  accurate  examination  of  these  parts,  it  appeared, 
that  the  lower  portion  of  the  colon,  and  the  upper  part  of  the 
rectum,  had  passed  down  into  the  lower  extremity  of  the  gut^ 
producing  a  very  extensive  inflammation  of  the  rectum,  colon, 
and  even  the  small  intestines.  The  degree  of  stricture  was  very 
considerable,  so  that  when  the  external  covering  of  the  intestine 
rectum  was  divided  with  a  pair  6f  scissars,  the  contained  mass 
instantly  sprung  forward,  occupying  at  least  double  its  former 
space.  / 

The  villous  surface  of  the  projecting  extremity  of  the  inverted 
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intestine  was  of  a  dark  and  grunious  eolour,  being  cotered  part- 
Yy  with  blood,  but  principally  with  A  ropy  mucoUs  matter. 

In  the  annexed  figure,  the  parts  are  seen  as  they  appear  in  the- 
Wet  preparation  j  the  rectum  was  cut  out  very  low  down  in  the 
pelvis ;  so  that  it  stems  probabte,  that  the  bleeding  of  the  parts 
might,  in  this  case,  have  been  rendered  more  frequent,  tn  conse- 
jjuepce  of  some  degree  of  accident^  violence  at  the  time  of  giv- 
ing the  injections ;  for  the  tube  could  scarcely  hiave  entered  the 
Sit,  without  pressing  into  and  disturbing  the  inflamed  mass  of 
e  intestine.  The  extent  of  the  intus-sosception  is  sufficiently 
apparent  upon  the  figure,  as  are  the  longitudinal  bands  of  the 
^ctum. 

Mill  Street i  Hanover  Square^  Ikcerhbet  12>  1811. 
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Case  of  Caries  in  the  second  Cervical  Vertebra^  and  comequentfrao' 
tyre  of  its  Dentifdrm  Proeess.  By  A«  6*  KTMlsaLL,  AsBtstanI* 
Surgecm,  2i  Battalion^  i4th  RegimefH  of  Foot 

TXTiLLiAM  WALiEa,  private  soMier,  aged  about  SO,  of  a  scro- 
^^  fulous  habit,  and,  to  make  use  of  his  own  expression, 
Tery  much  subject  to  swellings  round  the  neCk,  which  he  said 
alternately  disappeared  and  returned,  sent  for  me  on  Sunday  the 
12th  of  May  1811.  I  found  the  upper  and  posterior  part  of  his 
neck  considerably  swelled  and  inflamed,  without  any  constito* 
tional  derangement;  he  was  free  from  fever,  and  said  that  no- 
thing but  the  pain,  which  was  produced  by  i^Wallowing  solid 
food,  denied  him  full  enjoyment  of  his  meals.  Upon  examining 
his  throat,  nothing  unnatural  could  be  discovered.  The  tumouf 
was  very  tense  and  painful,  and  the  patient  had  been  using  fo- 
mentations of  vinegar,  which  he  told  me  gave  him  ease.  1  bled 
him,  ordered  a  poultice  to  be  applied,  and  gave  sulph.  magnes. 
et  infus:  senn.  to  open  his  bowels. 

Monday. — He  nad  several  stools ;  appetite  continued  good. 
The  tumor  was  more  diffused,  and  patient  felt  much  reh'eved. 

Wednesday. — The  inflammation  and  swelling  subsided,  and 
the  patient's  general  health  was  as  unimpaired  as  dn  the  preced* 
ing  days;  so  much  so,  that  I  did  not  consider  him  as  a  subject 
fE>r  the  hospital. 

Tbursday.-^Tbe  patient  compltuned  of  general  lassitude^  an4 
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ao  ^sUxMm^^  Qwnbness  in  his  lfgs»  wbidi  h^  {wxmi  unable  tp 
wyiiport  hifa.  jrulse  7?  in  ft  n^pule,  and  soft.  His  bead  was 
Wat  forw^df  and  I  thoqght  J  perf^ived  an  unusual  pominence 
of  the  upper  <cemcal  v^rt^r^.  I  asked  him  whether  he  had 
&llepi  i)r  in  9ny  way  hnrjt  himself  |  he  answered  me  ip  the  n^a^ 
^ve ;  and  when  I  desirad  him  to  hold  up  his  head,  be  s^id  he  had 
not  ^tsengtb  to  keep  it  in  a  prober  posture  ^  and  some  of  his  com'- 
ifftdes,  whp  were  m-esent,  added^  th^t  i^e  always  had  bad  a  stiff 
necky  and  carried  his  head  stooping.  I  repeated  the  question^ 
wbetW  be  wa$:<:e^n  th^  be  biul  not  hurt  hUuself ;  he  sajyd  he 
W4S  ^ite  sure  lie  had  not 

On  Friday^  the  17tb,  I  was  alarnied  to  fii>4  him  in  a  paralyr 
tic  ^st^Ce,  and  wc^^hlle  of  the  ^^lightest  motion.  Jtiis  eouatenance 
W9^^j^  livid  h<|be9  and  h^  spoke  with  difficulty;  t;he  extremitiaa 
weitt  di^ived  of  sensation  ^nd  their  natural  warmth.  Suppres- 
sit^Ei  of  urJn^  and  feces,  i^iog  him  in  such  a  state,  I  was  in* 
ftantly  st^^  with  ihe  ideas  that  his  Jaabit  of  stooping  might,  by 
the  ponstwt  pres^ui^  of  the  odontoid  prooess  of  oie  dentins  on 
^  tca^ve^^se  lijgamc^t  of  the  atlas,  have  ^casioned  an  absorp* 
tion  of  ihia  Ug^nijenft,apd  the|)i:ocess,  thus  faii*oken  loose,  by  com^* 
pressing  th^  spinal  marrow^  produced  the  above  sy n^^toms.  Par* 
ticoiar  care  was  taken  to  keep  the  patient's  head  in  its  natural 
and  upright  position,  and  he  was  taken  into  the  hospital;  although 
the  severity  of  the  symptoms  gave\not  the  least  hope  of  recovery 
by  the  only  means,  anchylosis  of  the  bones,  in  the  supposed  cas« 
of  absorption,  or  rupture  of  the  transverse  ligament  of  the  first 
vertebra.  I  introduced  a  catheter,  and,  on  raising  the  patient 
in  the  bed  to  evacuate  the  urine  more  freely,  I  had  the  mortifi* 
cation  to  see  him  suddenly  expire* 

Dissediorw^l  separated  froni  the  neqk  of  the  deceased,  the 
three  uppermost  vertebrae,  in  order  to  be  able  to  examine  them 
more  minutely.  I  found  my  preconceived  opinion  erf  the  nature 
and  cause  of  the  disease  erroneous,  but  that  the  dentiform  pro- 
cess of  the  second  vertebra  was  fra^H^ured  at  its  base,  having  been 
attenuated  bj'  caries.  The  anterior  and  posterior  surfaces  of  this 
process  were  corroded.  The  body  of  the  vertebra  itself  was 
9svfy  destroyed  by  caries,  which  had  attacked  its  anterior  a^ 
well  as  posterior  surface ;  both  the  right  and  lef^  capsular  ligap 
went,  connecting  the  first  and  second  vertebra,  had  lost  their  in* 
ferigr  bold*  The  internal  as  well  as  external  common  ligament 
pf  the  .vertebrae  destroyed  where  they  pass  over  the  second  ver- 
tebra, hut  no  visible  injury  done  to  the  spinal  marrow  or  its 
membranes.  No  collection  of  matter  was  found  around,  or  in 
U^  vifsiuity  of  thp  diseased  bone  s  and  this  ca,ries  must  therefore 
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have  been  of  that  kind  which  Richerand,  in  his  Nosographie 
Chirurgicale,  torn.  1.  p.  487,  mentions,  speaking  of  diseases  of 
the  vertebrae.  He  say?,  "  D'autres  fois,  i'os  est  atteint  d'une 
carie  sSche,  esp^  de  vermoulure,  dans  laquelle  les  absorbans' 
paroissent  s'etre  empar|6s  de  ses  molecules,  de  maniere  qn'il  ne 
reste  aucun  debris  de  la  destruction."  On  making  the  incision 
through  the  integuments  and  muscles,  to  cut  out  the  vertebras, 
purulent  matter  oozed  out  of  some  glands  lying  in  ^e  way  of 
the  scalpel. 

After  the  roan*8  death,  a  serjeant  related  to  me  the  following 
accident,  which  he  said  happen^  to  the  deceased  on  Sunday  the 
12th  (the  day  I  was  first  called  to  him.)  He  related,  that  Wal- 
ker, while  looking  on  some  persons  playing  at  fives,  suddenly 
threw  his  head  backwards,  on  the  ball  taiang  a  direction  towards 
him,  and  immediately  exclaimed  to  the  serjeant,  that  he  felt  as 
if  something  had  given  way  in  his  neck*  So  little  can  a  medi- 
cal man  sometimes  depend  on  his  patient's  veracity;  and  so 
liable  is  he  to  form  a  false  diagnosis !  The  fear  of  being  laugh- 
ed at  by  his  comrades  for  having  brdcen  his  neck,  was  perhaps  this 
unfortunate  man's  motive  for  concealing  the  truth,  which,  how- 
ever, in  this  instance,  proved  of  no  consequence  as  to  the  termi- 
nation of  the  disease. 

Malta^  6tA  November^  1811. 
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JHistory  of  a  Feper  "which  prevailed  in  the  Suburb^  of  Paisley;  witi 
an  account  of  the  utility  of  Blood-letting  in  imperfect  crises ^  slow 
convalescence,  and  lingering  ailments.  By  James  Muir,  Sur- 
geon, Paisley,  and  Member  of  the  Faculty  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  Glasgow. 

IN  the  most  elevated  situation,  and  in  a  part  of  the  suburbs  to 
the  south  of  this  town,  chiefly  inhabited  by  working  people,  a 
fever  prevailed  in  January,  February,  and  March  1811.  During 
the  two  first  months,  the  weather  was  uncommonly  severe,  witn 
almost  constant  alternations  of  snow,  sleet,  rain,  and  firost,  so 
that  it  seldom  continued  in  the  same  state  for  24?  hours  together. 
Of  thirteen  families  which  I  attended,  32  individuals  were 
^seized  with  fever,  only  one  of  whom  died.     This  p4itien.t  wa^ 
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neen  for  the  first  time  on  the  9th  day  of  the  disease,  and  died 
on  the  12thy  after  passing  a  great  quantity  of  grumoas  blood,  by 
stool. 

The  fever  generally  commenced  with  shivering;  in  some 
there  was  excruciating  pain  of  the  back,  and  in  others  severe 
beadadi ;  the  dcin  was  dry  i  the  tongue  loaded  or  verv  red ;  the 
pulse  quick,  in  many  histances  almost  imperceptible,  and  in 
Bome,  for  many  davs,  in  a  fluttering  state.  Daring  the  disease 
there  came  on  mucn  watchfhlness,  deKrium,  and  seeming  fatui- 
^;  in  many  cases  there  was  pain  in  the  abdomen,  and  in  a 
rew,  painfal  micturitrcm.  The  feces  were  commonly  brown, 
thin,  and  very  fetid ;  in  many  instances,  the  bowels  were  loose, 
and  in  a  few  costive:  both  states  were  equally  benefited  by 
purgatives.  In  all  cases  there  was  great  prostration  of  strength, 
and  deep  sickness.  At  the  end  of  fifteen  or  sixteen  days  from 
confinement,  signs  of  convalescence  were  observable,  though 
there  was  seldom  a  weH  marked  crisis. 

The  headach  was  relieved  t>y  opening  the  temporal  artery  or 
jugular  vein,  and  blistering  Ae  back  of  the  neck.  Cold  affu- 
sion, even  when  employed  on  the  first  day  of  attack,  did  not 
stop,  though  it  seemed  to  raider  the  disease  milder.  Purgatives 
at  first,  and  laxatives  afterwards,  afforded  relief;  but  at  the  com- 
mencement, emetics  were  entitled  to  the  preference,  as  they 
sometimes  arrested  the  progress  of  the  disease  at  once,  and  in- 
variably moderated,  when  they  did  not  stop  its,  course. 

One-fourth  erf  the  whole  number  relapsed,  and  the  conva? 
lescence  <rf  many  was  extremely  slow. 

Six  of  the  tJiirty-two  patients  continued,  after  t;he  16th  day, 
without  any  mitigadon  of  the  fever,  which  extended  in  some  of 
these  to  the  4-111  and  even  to  the  5th  week.  Two  of  Ihem  were 
much  distressed  with  headach,  one  of  whom  had  also  for  a  few 
days  slight  pain  in  the  breast ;  the  other,  who  was  at  times  in  a 
very  listless  drowsy  state,  with  flushed  face,  had  severe  pain  in 
the  lumbar  region  %  the  pulse,  in  both,  seldom  exceeded  100  ; 
was  feeble,  and  sometimes  fluttering.  Three  had  slight  cough, 
only  one  of  whom  had  any  pain  in  the  chest ;  but  they  all  com- 
plained of  a  sense  of  weight  or  oppression  at  the  pit  of  the 
stomach.  Havuig  failed  to  relieve  the  headach  and  oppressioii 
at  the  praecordia,  thy  purgatives,  saline  mixtures,  and  blisters,  I 
had  recourse  to  the  lancet,  in  hopes  of  diminishing  the  headach  ^ 
removing  the  load  frora  the  praecordia,  and  of  giving  a  favour- 
able dir€;ction  to  a  crisis.  The  quantity  of  blood  drawn"  did  not 
exceed  11  ounces  in  any  case;  and  in  none  was  it  necessary  to 
repeat  the  operation,  as  the  morbid  affections  of  the  head,  the 
diest,  and  the  belly,  yielded  immediately,  or  «oon  aft^r  the  bleed- 
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ix\gs  the  tbiot  ^bateflf  Wii  tjbe  iippeMte  D^t^i^p^  I(t  Ji^ctsi^ 
fever^  when  no  cure  can  be  eSecU^Op  I  hw^  6>m^  9^^  jideod- 
ings  as  successful  as  in  the  present  instances,  for  relieving  qpr 
pres$ion  at  the  pit  of  the  ^tomi^jb,  pain  of  ^  bce^t,  imi  J(^fy4ff^» 
They  have  been  often  of  ^xje^fjcr  aavimt^g^  .^ha^  blisters^  qpm^ 
iuid  all  expectorants,  and  ^nd^  will  qe  (om^  usctfvd  in  ^ 
diseases  where  there  is  paiiji  or  oppressiQn  ^t  .^e  pr^orflla^ 
In  aome  other  iCftses  of  fev^,  I  b*ve  (bund  it  j^pqe^^y  jtp  rep/^ 
the  venesection,  before  rtl^e  pra^jxJia  ^»§.€;i(itir^y  Kejieye^lf  ]t> 
thp  sixth  cas^,  wher^  tWe  were  i^^ufih  t^4/ejrwss  iwJ  pJ^n  i» 
the  abdoment  and  the  stopk  were  of  a  brow;pish  cqlp*Mjr,  bloods- 
letting  was  not  employed^  tout. a  x^omibination  of  calpAJ^  .w4 
ppium  renaoved  the  pain,  restored  the  aboye  discharge  to  a  niir 
twal  coloured  consistence^  ^nd^VQCured  a  c^-i^f . 

Pive  of  the  patients,  after  tbe  4i§wd  period  of  45onv^le»qe|i^ 
^ough  free  firom  fever,  made  almost  jpo  |)rjcgre3s  to  T/£iQO%^y, 
One  of  them,  while  under  the  4i§q^e,  WM  yery  delirious,  A]p4 
cried  or  screamed  incessantly  i  he  W4S  deaf,  p^s^  numei^ut^ 
black  stools,  and  had  d^i'ived  $o^)e  ^e^lief  irpm  blistering-  Al^ 
|;hongh>  after  the  fever,  h^  took  his  food  weU  for  ^ome  weeksj, 
)ie  gained  neither  &treng^  tnor  appear^qe;  ins  skin  w^?  iwd^  bi^ 
bowels  loo^e,  and  jhis  temper  jpeeyiab.'rr-w^^^  Jpsing  A  few  <;^l9ce9 
pf  blqpd,  he  was  daily  nQVnsbed  by  Jbis  ibpdj  ,the  diwiw*  iui^ 
&tantly  ceft^ed^  and,  frow  being, €5K;ti;^9i^  ,9in|i.qiat^,  be  beqwn^ 
soon  plump  W(l  h^tby.  Another  was  fireed  firx^  genial  der 
Iniityj  an^  our^d  ^  cough,  by  the  df traction  of  ,e^ght  ounces  of 
blood.  A  third  continued  to  languish  without  AUy  parUQular 
pmplaint^  ibut  gradually  ^suned  k^lth  and  ^t]|i;e^g^  after  a 
flaoderate  bjee.ding.  In  the , other  two,  wbp  were  youi^  mc^ 
^bout  fifteen  y^^s  of  aj^e^  the  lypfitietit^  and  b^altby  .^pear^q? 
^Surnj^ ;  but  they  cw^in^ied  fttatio^ary  with  xi^sp^Xo  stre^^gth^ 
and,  though  able  to  work  a  little^  were  ^oon  fatigued*  Blood- 
letting, to  the  extent  of  nine  ounces,  wa?  followed  by  »the  sam^ 
Jxappy  effects  ^  in  -the  three  .preceding  cft«es ;  and  pu.e  (Of  lihe^e 
patients  was  ^mojst  in^an^y  xelie^d  f^W>  ^  strong  p^dpitatvao 
at  the  heart,  a. symptom  which  I  h^vexd^served  in  ^ptnpr  crises  a$ 
a  sequ^  to  fev^*  0(  ^ese  ^ve  p^^ti^^ts,  only  que  WAS  bhd 
jduring  the  (Qou^^^  of  thp  fever* 

Though  fever  sometimes  proves  a  cure  fo;*  other  dise^^^,  y^ 
we  often  h^r  patients  date  the  commencement  of  some  cbr^nij^ 
complaint,  ashcadftch,  dy^noea,  palpitation  of  the  heart,  dyspc^)- 
^a,  wandering  pains,  &c.  from  the  period  when  tli^y  laboured 
under  fever,  which  will  generally  be  found  to  have  been  slow  in 
^ts  progae&s,  imperfect  in  its  crisis^  with  a  tedious,  iuppmple.^e 
^recovery*    Jilatmre  c<?uld  upt  repair  the  Injury,  or  r^mov^  the 


pb^bcof^lliW  l>y  h^r  i?4ile  febrik  €^M».  M%irt  iHt  t^^ie  <evil% 
ID  jQQ^liy  Jmt^ifjC^  be  arerl;^  hg  the  safe  mid  euspj^  meftfifi  em- 
^ed  in  th^  prece^u^  ^c#9(^,  when,  ^Kj^x  rc^Wng  a  dighl 
I9  die  system  seemed  tp  .«t«rt  if^  r^iRew^  life  aiKl  vigour  f 
J(  srJiU  ^  fQi;tiw^  ^9  Jin  this  mwitery  ipucb  of  Hhe  suS^ring 
«9d4li«^iase  wJt^dlii  lthe^  <irjgij|£Mi<i  ^  ecob^tt^r  ihumim  life,  oaa  i)e 
rrfTeiited. 

F«w  ^n^^pns  9re  ,ZD6ce  di/^ngvefgble  to«  medical  prfK^ioner* 
tb^i,  ^ter  h#vwg  a^nd^d  tbie  progiso^^  an  acute  djaease,  Im 
9ee  )u3jpa^iit  loQg  in  attainixig  a  confirmed  staite  of  health,  or 

a.ad  ^^apsej  in  most  cases,  ai?e  ^^r^aaipnod  bty  irrigation  <^  Ae 
stomach  or  bowels,  and  by  exposure  to  cold.  In  .^^he  tei^ider 
state  of  the  chyl6poetic  organs  after  fever,  there  is  oAen  too  greats 
a  craving  for  rood,  and  patients  are  apt  to  be  injured  by  a  small 
qnnatity  of  «miial  feed,  «r  by  ti|^ler  diet  in  too  great  quafitt^« 
The  danger  of  indulgence,  or  from  cold  exposure,  is  great,  and 
patients  iuiould  be  strongly  forewarned  of  the  consequences^ 

Fevers  are  generally  dangerous  only  in  proportion  to  the  de- 
gree of  local  aflTecdon^  which  is  often  in  a  great  measure  over- 
looked in  the  first  attaek,  but  is  more  strikingly  displayed  m 
raiipse.  In  auch  cases,  aldMm^  local  infiammatton  may  not 
assume  that  decidf4.  n^lmmR/^  Wfl^  it  do|!ff  in  a  in^re  v^gokrous 
state  of  the  system,  yet  the  progress  is  sometimes  not  less  rapid^ 
aad  4(be  danger  is  >a8  ifimeh  ^tbe  dr^ adod.  Indeed,  np  snwdl  part 
of  4be  dai^r  jaw^ifrcMEn  tb^  little  suspaeiiQn  of  the  pos^ibitity  of 
Hs  exjatenqe  iw)i^  prevails  amoag  nWical  men,  who  104^  itoa 
roioctaQt  to  epuplqy  the  egeotual  m^mi%  ^f  ooiinteraotion.  I 
hafie  sf^QH  it  pr^ye  faial»  in  the  variam  forms  of  plodr^ni^is^ 
poQumopiaf  ^sUflds,  'CnWritis,  pubi^oaary  aon^ttrnpuon,  anit 
iBaraHnw.  JPd^s^etion  of  t|K>se  who  -die  xif  relapse  seildoip  faik 
to  disqpivQr  traces  of  ifiAaiinoatian,  which  most  freque^tfy  Ims 
1m4  its  seat  in  aoi»e  of  libe  aNo^ainal  Wscera.  In  those  whir 
continue  to  linger,  aftfr  the  febrile  symptoms  haye  aubsjded, 
tomif  lorJdng  organ^aal  a^fecti^,  originating  froi^i  errors  in4liet 
and  exposure  |x)  ^cold,  fo^y  generaJily  b^  discovered. 

fiecoviecy  ftlOim  fcv^  may  b^  greatly  accelerated,  and  the 
daipger  of  {Telapse  le^sei^ed,  by  carefully  swathing  tUe  body  with 
flaoi^l,  in  tha  manner  re^^omiaeoded  by  Dr  White,  and  soexiten- 
avefy  as  weH  as  ftHi^cessfully  eoiployed  by  \y^  Dewar  £>r  the  ^rure 
of  dys^t^y^  Its  good  emcts^are  the  sn^^port,  and  equable  tem^- 
per^atu^  it  affords  the  body,  and  the  preservation  or  restoratioa 
of  the  fu^€fti9n$  ^  the  ^n.  This  practice  has  been  (bund  be** 
iiefi{;iai  in  the  coQctinued  feve^r  of  tljs  country,  by  a  g^tlemaa 
vh^  has  liad  much  e«;perie^ce  oi  its  efficacy  \  and  this  may  bd 
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i«isonably  expect^,  when  it  is  considered  that,  besides  the  ad- 
vantages of  repose*  the  external  warmth  of  bed-ck)thes,  by  re- 
storing the  cutaneous  discharge,  does  freqiteiitly  more  good  in 
disease  than  all  other  curatiTe  means: 

It  wovld  be  travelling  beyond  the  finrits  of  this  commtmica- 
tiony  to  enter  into  any  speculation  respecting  the  employmeht  of 
the  same  means  in  some  cases  of  lingering,  undefined  complaints^ 
which  do  not  readily  yield  to  the  usual  remedies.  F  cannot,  how- 
ever, resist  this  opportunity  of  hinting  at  the  utility  of  moderate 
bleedings,  in  relieving  the  symptoms,  and  in  aiding  other  reme- 
dies employed  for  the  cure  of  that  slow  febrile  state  of  hody, 
which  attends  many,  chronic  ailments,  and  precedes  most  con- 
Sixmptive  diseases. 


.  ■  ♦  V. 
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IV. 

Medkal  Report^  By  James  Quarks,  M.  D.  la^  |%ysiciaa  toi 
the  Nottingham  General  Mortal,  and  thd  Vaccine  Instite* 
^m ;  now  Resident  Physician  at  Sidknou^*  ' 

Dear  Sir, — Obliged  by  long  and  serious  ind^K)sifk^  ttf 
^ange  my  residence  for  the  coast  of  Devonshire,  this  eommu- 
Rication  will  be  the  la^t  of  that  series  of  •*  Medical  Reports  ibr 
IKottingbam,  '^  which  1  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  sending  you. 
This  paper  begins  with  observations  and  cases,  illustrative  of  the 
table  of  diseases  already  published  in  the  2^  ciumber  of  the 
Journal,  fcdlowed  by  an  account  of  the  epidemic  cont^ituticm 
from  April  ISIO  to  March  ISl  1  f  to  which  is  appended,  the  M^ 
ieorological  table  for  that  pmod  r  and  the  table  of  diseases,  as 
usual,  concludes  the  medical  report  for  Nottingham.  ' 

In  the  month  of  August,  I  commenced  my  meteorological  re- 
marks in  Sidmouth,  from  which  I  promise  myself  considerable' 
pleasure  and  satisfaction.  Much  has  been  said  on  the  mildness 
of  the  climate  of  our  southern  coast ;  but  I  have  not  met  yrfth' 
any  correct  minutes  on  the  t^nperature,  from  which  a  just  cotti- 
parison  could  be  drawn.  The  observations  ill  virhich  I  am  now 
engaged,  are  exactly  on  the  same  plan  as  the  meteorcdogical  jour^ 
nals  I  have  kept  for  the  last  six  years  at  Nottingham,  and  will 
with  them  hold  a  just  comparison.  I  send  you  a  table  for  the 
last  year,  beginning  with  April,  in  continuation  of  the  table  al- 
ready introduced  f  but  two  paonths^re  unavoidaUy  lost^iuid  the' 
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last  four  mcmths  only  are  for  thk  place,  of  wliich  I  ^laQ  nov 
proceed  to  give  yon  a  brief  dcetch. 


**  L^ATantage  extreme  ou  meme  la  necessitc  indispensable  des  descriptions  top»- 
giaphiqQCs,  «  etc  unxjoun  viveiiieiit  semi  poor  servir  de  base  k  Vhistoire  des  msda- 
diei  r^oantes  dans  ua  lieu  detenmn^  "  Pixsu    - 

Sdmoufhf  a  smal]  market-town,  is  situated  in  a  beautiful  vale 
on  the  coast  of  Devonshire,^  and  receives  its  name  froqii  a  small 
river  which  runs  by  the  town  into  the  sea*  It  is  1 5  miles  from 
Exeter,  9  from  Honiton,  and  159  from  London*  It  is  bounds 
by  long  10%  hills,  which  form  its  eastern  and  western  sides ;  to* 
mrds  the  north,  it  is  screened  by  the  Gittisham  and  Hcmitoa 
iiills,  but  completely  qsea  to  the  south,  where  the  sea  forms  a 
small  bay,  lying  nearly  in  the  middle  of  that  large  bay,  whicli 
is  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  Isle  of  Portland,  and  on  the  west 
by  the  Start-point.  Among  the  places  on  our  southern  coasts 
leoomiuen^bd  for  the  retreat  of  the  consumptive  and  debilitated^ 
none  possesses  advantages  equal  to  Sidmouth*  Its  very  sheltered 
situation  is  ofgreait  moment;  but  it  Justly  claims  preeminence 
ovet  every  other  on  the  coast,  £>r  the  clearness  of  the  atmos- 
ph»e,  and  i&e  total  absence  of  fog  i  circumstances  well  worth  tlus 
^otts  attention  of  the  invalid.  The  hedges  of  Devonshire  are 
high  and  full  %  the  walks  and  rides  in  the  vicinity  of  Sidmouth 
are  therefore  most  agreeably  sheltered.  ^^  In  the  vernal  and  an- 
tomnal  parts  of  the  year,  the  numerous  lanes,  which  intersect 
and  divide  tlus  rich  valley,  are  truly  delightful ;  the  country  \ 
then  seems  one  universal  garden. "  *  To  the  little  publication 
from  which  the  above  passage  is  quoted,  I  must  refer  you  for 
further  information  $  my  olyect  is  merely  to  ^ive  jrou  a  sli^it 
topography  of  the  place. 

Bdfore  1  conclude,  however,  I  shall  make  spme  further  remarka 
OQ  the  meteorolc^cal  table.  The  thermom/eters  are  in  a  norlji- 
era  exposure ;  the  lowest  degree  of  temperature  is  ascertained  by 
a  regbter  thermometer  on  Six's  construction,  and  can  only  be 
compared  with  observations  in  which  this  instrument  is  employ- 
ed. The  observations  on  the  barometer  and  day  thermometer 
are  made  about  two  o'clock.  I  think  it  necessary  to  point  out 
diese  circumstances,  to  prevent  erroneous  conclusions  being  made 
from  a  comparison  with  other  meteorological  tables. — I  am, 

Dear  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Clarke* 

T(9  jyr  Duncan^  Junior. 


*  Se«  the  Beauties  of  Sidsioutfa,  12mo,  sold  bjr  I^nginan,  Hunt  h  Co. 
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Intermittentes* — Of  the  fourteen  dps^  marked  in  the  t^hkf  * 
ieur  occuri-cid  in  soldiers  from  Wftlch^i:^,  who  GnfJUy  jx^}txmi 
to  tbek  regiments  apparently  cured,  hat  it  would  be  impo^siUs 
to  say  by  what  plan  ot  treatment ;  tfiey  all  had  symptoms  of  ris- 
ceral  disease,  and  did  not  bear  bailc  icntfl  these  sjFmptonKi  were 
temoved.  No  subsequent  report  has  been  reo^ved  of  these  pa* 
tienlsi  so  that  diere  is  no  assurance  that  they  did  not  experience 
that  relapse  so  justly  dreaded  in  this  <fisease.  Tlie  other  pati^Ct 
were  restored  to  heakh  by  the  usual  practice* 

Diabetes. — Both  these  cases  occurred  in  thildren  of  the  same 
Ikmily,  ¥rfaich,  from  the  number  of  suflferers  in  this  disease,  might 
be  called  a  diabetic  family* 

Cepk(dejea.^-K  young  female,  who  had  4>een  subject  to  faemi- 
crania,  fell  down  seteral  stairs  and  pitched  on  her  head ;  «he  w<w 
token  up  in  a  state  of  insensibility,  and  for  some  time  was  not 
conscious  of  her  situations,  but  repeatedly  ec»npkiAned  of  her  head, 
Rnd  referred  always  to  one  spot  No  fracture  or  depression  o( 
the  cranium  could  be  felt }  nor  was  there  any  wemnd  of  the  Inte- 
rments* The  pain  was  constant,  witii  neaHy  equaJl  ^oience* 
In  three  or  fo%ir  days  the  integuments  w^e  pfirod  up  at  the  part 
M  which  she  fell,  and  much  pain  was  prodtteed  on  pressure. 
The  head  was  shaved,  and  a  blister  was  upptted  to  we  whole 
surface  of  it  $  the  bowels  were  repeatedly  csmptied  by  brisk  pur- 

Satives.     Py  this  treatment  in  a  i^ort  time,  aH  symptoms  of 
isease  disappeared* 
Tympanites  bitesiinatis. — This  was  a  weS-4nMrked  instanoe  of 
&k  severe  .disesee,  in  a  female  of  37.     She  had  been  some 
mcmths  ill ;  th^  boweb  were  distended  tio  a  considerable  de^;nee 
%rTth  air,  and  v^  strong  smell'mg  frothy  feces  $  tiie  whole  arch 
of  the  colon  could  be  distinctly  traced  by  the  fingers,  in  faot  al* 
most  by  the  eye ;  the  pain  arising  from  this  distension  was  st  > 
times  almost  insupportable,  and  onTy  relieved  by  passing  a  consi- 
derable quantity  of  fetid  gas.     By  trie  use  of  antispasmodics  and 
aperients,  she  was  very  much  relieved,  when  she  ceased  to  he 
under  the  reporter's  care. 

JHhlegmatia  doletis — This  {^ection  was  aUributed  to  imprudent 
exposure  to  cold  immediate'Iy  after  delivery.  The  disease  was 
removed  by  small  doses  of  calomel  and  squill. 

Hydrothoraa:. — The  following  case  was  successfully  treated 
with  calomel  and  squill. 


■*<4. 


*  See  No.  ^  of  4w  Jeum^l, 


EtttXMTH  CoLcmotfiUtf,  m:  40,  M«  wa?  admilted  «  patient 
Sepieiftfaar  I9&,  F8fl9i    Coitipk^ifig  cf  pain  dnd  oppre^ion  si 
chest;  short  cough;  dyspnoea;  can  only  lye  vvhUtit  mAmgto»* 
giderable  pressure  on  the  chest;    comnaiic  paipit^on;   pulse 
fiharp  but  regular ;   starts  in  het^  sleep  |    passes  but  little  urine; 
^Moi^Mn  arlk^  swelled';   ca^tamenia  regulair;   bowels  r^ular; 
hfi^  been  iH  six  months. 
Somat  p«lv.  j^iap.  cdntp.  5i*s  eras  maneK 
5»  Hydrar.  subniuriat,  gr.  i* 
Sbilfee  puhr.  gr.  lij. 

Confeef;  senn«  q:  ^^  tit  f.  pil.  tiocte  ffiafteoue  sumenda. 
September  ?8. — Has  ptyalism,  in  other  rei^ec^ts  tne  same. 
Ottiittr.  medicament. 

Sumat  cochl.  ij.  larg.  mixt.  aromat.  ter  in  die. 
OcttAer  i^.-^ Reports  iifiuch  pain,  particularly  in  the  bins; 
(iDwels  obstinately  coi^iv^. 

Sumat  mbtt.  p^tg.  eom.  f  ij.  Sda  quaqne  bora,  donee  puiu 
gaverit.     Rep.  pil.  hydrar.  subm.  et  seilbe. 
October  26th. — Dyspnoea  removed,  but  little  cough;  free  from 
ptttn^  or  palpitation  cS  the  heart;  passes  plenty  oi  urine,  but 
still  complains  of  pain  in  the  loins ;  bowek  regular. 
PersiiBtat  in  usu  pil. 
Ndoember  9th.— ConsiderdWy  better* 

Persistat  in  usu  pil. 
VhmenAer  23d.—  Repdrts  veiy  itittcb  troubled  wilb  the  cou^^ 
Persistat  iti  usu'  pif. 
Habeat  decoct.  lini  ad  libitum* 
December  14th.— Complains  only  of  cOUgit. 

Persistat  in  Usu  pi.  hydrar.  submuriac 
January  25th  1810. — Dismissed  cured* 
The  salutary  efibcts  of  the  treatment  was  soon  evident  in  this 
case,  after  the  mouth  became  affected ;  the  symptoms  gradually 
reeled;  and  the  patient  ceased  to  attend  tliie  bospit;al,  having 
no  further  occasion  for  medical  assistance. 

The  two  followitig  cases  of  the  same  disec^  were  cured  by 
%talis. 

f .  Jt>ftN  Allan,  *tat.  S4,  Soldier,  was  admitted  a  patient,  De- 
cember fith,  1 809.  Complaining  of  niuch  cough ;  pain  at  the 
chest;  difficulty  of  breathing;  pain  in  the  bowels;  furred 
tongue;  quick  and  feeble  pulse;  legs  swell  to^vai^ds  night; 
bowels  regular.  Has  been  ill  six  months ;  and  attributes  his 
complaint  to  sleeping  on  the  ground  at  night,  during  the  cam- 
paign hi  l^iii. 

Sumat  ij.  pulv.  emetic,  tespere* 

$umat  pulv.  febrifug.  ter  in  die. 
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December  7M^^— Vomit  operated  freely,  and  has  rdieved  the 
brealhiiig ;  cough  the  same;  pain  at  the  chest  and  bowels  undi- 
aumsbed ;  bowels  open. 
Persistatin  usu  pulv. 
Applic.  emplast.  lytta^  stento. 
December  14M. — Pain  moderated  by  the  bUster;  cough  and 
dyspnoea  continue ;  he  says  he  can  fed  the  motion  of  water  in  his 
chest ;  bowels  open,  and  nee  from  pain;  urine  in  small  quantiQr; 
cannot  rest  long,  but  on  his  left  side;  startings  in  his  deep; 
much  dreaming;  ^eidit  and  tightness  across  the  chest;  pal):Hta- 
tion;  cedema  of  the  feet;  pulse  very  quick.     Omit  the  powders. 
]^  DigitaHs  pulv^  gr.  ss« 

PotasHffi  supertart  gr.  ij.  M.f^  pnlv*  noctemanequesu^ 
mendus. 
Sumat  5iss.  puly«  jaiap.  comp.  eras  sumend.  mane. 
December  2 1st. — Complains  of  faintness  andlownesSy  which 
he  attributes  to  his  medicine ;  dyspnoea  moderated ;  cough  in- 
creased ;  other  symptoms  the  same. 
Contr.  pulv*  digital. 
December  2Sth. — Noamendment.  Persistat  in  usu  pulv.  Rept. 
pulv.  purg.  eras  mane. 

January  Hh  1810. — Much  the  same.  PersLstat  in  usu  med. 
January  25M.— Can  lie  down  with  more  ease,  but  is  much 
disturbed  in  the  night  with  violent  coughing  f  still  starts  in  his 
sleep,  but  seldom  dreams;  but  little  inconvenienced  by  palpita- 
tion ;  pulse  smaU,  feeble,  and  quick,  but  regular ;  urine  small 
in  quantity.  Omit  the  powders. 
S>  Digitalis  puhr.  gr.  j. 

Potassae  supertart.  gr.  ij.  M.  f.  pulv^^  nocte  maneque  vat* 
mendus. 
Sumat  pulv.  jalap*  comp.  Jiss.  in  septimana. 
Habeat  decoct  Uni  ad  libitum. 
February  Sc^.— Habeat  in  die  spirit  juniper,   comp;    (gm 
punch)  Ibss. 

February  1th, — Continues  to  get  better.    Persistat  in  usu  med. 
February  I9th. — Sumat  mist,  ferri  comp.  cochl.  iij.  larg.  tar 
in  die.     Persistat  in  usu  pulv. 

March  1th. — Omitt  mixt.  ferri  comp.  Persistat  in  usu  pulv. 
digit.  Applic.  emplast  lyttae  scrobic  cordis.  Sumat  mixt  mu- 
cilag.  tussi  urgenti. 

March  I9th. — Continues  improving.  Persistat  in  usu  medi- 
cament!. 

March  29M. — Dismissed  cured. 

The  disease  was  in  this  instance  the  sequel  of  a  typhus  fever, 
arising  from  great  fatigue,  in  the  retreat  of  the  army  under  Sir 
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John  Moore.  The  disease  was  coo^letalf  removed  byliie  prac- 
tice employed ;  yet  his  constitution  wm  so  much  impaired^  that 
he  was  totally  unfit  for  active  seryice. 

2.  Hezekiah  Qu^tam,  aetat  52^  waggcmery  was  admitted  a 
patient,  December  SSI  809.    Complaining  of  violent  cough,  with 
isopious  expectorscS^^fhe^^pjata  streaked  with  blood ;  pain  in  the 
len shoulder;  furred, and  tremulcHis  tcmgae;  much  dyspnoea; 
fi^e  pulse;   oedema  of  the  legs  towards  night;   extremities 
cold ;  bowels  regular.     Has  been  ill  one  m<mth,  and  was  afflict* 
ed  with  a  similar  disease  last  winter. 
Sumat  ij.  pulv.  emetic,  vespere. 
Sumat  cocbl.  iij.  larg.  mixt.  myrrh.,4Comp.  ter  in  die. 
•  December  i^tA. — Vomit  operated  freely;  continaea  mudi  the 
same. 

Persistat  in  ilsu  mixt. 
December  2lst. — Dyspnoea  undiminished;  cannot  rest  on  his 
back,  but  lies  chiefly  on  his  left  side;  cough  very  short  and 
troublesome ;  is  not  troubled  with  unpleasant  dr^uns  or  start- 
ings,  but  deeps  ill;  urine  in  proper  quantity;  no  oedema  of  the 
^gs;  bowels  regular ;  extremities  always  eold ;  pulse  r^ular« 
/^  Digitals  pulv.  gr.  ss. 

Potassse  supertart  gr.  ij.  M.  £  pulv.  oocte  maneque  su- 
mendus. 
'     Sumat  f  iss.  pulv.  jalap,  cotap.  eras  matie. 
December  2Bth. — Dyspnoea  moderated ;  cough  the  same. 

Persistat  in  usu  meaic. 
January  I  Itk. — In  some  respects  better ;  bowels  r^ular. 

Persistat  in  usu  medic 
February  St/u — Much  better. 
Persistat  in  usu  medic    , 
February  22d. — Gmyalescent 
Persistat  in  usu  med. 
.  March  22rf.— -Tree  from  complaint. — Dismissed.  - 

In  this  case^  the  disease  may  be  considered  more  s^  the  sequel 
of  pneumonia^  than  idiopathic  bydrothcNrax ;  the  man  was  re- 
Itored  to  perfiaet  health* 

The  fouowing  severe  and  fatal  case  of  erysipelas  oecurr^  in 
an  (dd  Mtldier^  who  had  been  much  afflicted  with  repealled  at- 
tacks of  acute  rheumatism. 

John  Dixon,  aetat.  57,  M.  frame-work  knitter,  was  admitted 
anatient,  May  30th  1809.     His  face,  head,  and  arras,  are  cover- 
ed with  a  rose-coloured  erythema^  and  appear  mui;:h  swdled ;  he 
C(»op]ains  of  the  weight  of  his  head,  and  tightness  across  th? ' 
davides ;  pulse  soft,  ^  moderately  fuU^  bowels,  regular. 
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fhm  Wm  HI  two  mcmtlM;  bM<Milf(> tikiXse ;  haSbMl  t9ji«t 
iiMcsbled^  «ttd  \jtkm  nuMiy  me^dn^lr. 
^  Infus.  sennse. 
Aq.  puree  ai  Jiiiss. 

Aiiiim.  tart.  gr.  M.  f«  itifatt.  mankt  eoehL  nj.  Iitfg.  tet^ 
qimque  bora  donee  pVLtpcvttit. 
Jtme  l5#.--Stoo]s  ]MM8ed  invmuiitarily;  pulse  feebte ;  tougtitt 
fiirred :  pns  oolleoltd  rowdA  ikt  \amet  eyelids, 

Sumat  cochl.  iij.  larg.  deebet  cm<^on.  eompt.  4CCi  qudqii^ 
hora. 
June  S^.-^But  If€t)e  ^Iter^ionv    Persistat  in  ttSU  mkt 

SMiat  Jij»  mixt  purg^eras  maneetMaquaqa^  horti  repetetid. 
donee  purgaverit    Applic.  emp1»t.  httce  inter  scapulas  statiitt; 
Juiie  It/u — Blister  has  acted  weU;   erysipelas  diminished; 
hands  much  s^^Hed;  pulse  feebl^^  bttt  BtUe  nriide;  bowels 
costive. 

Smnat  eras  msoie  ok  rkini  opt.  ffj. 
Habeat  tin.  nibv«  Lmtam.  Siv.  hi  diei 
P^^istat  in  usu  mixt  dn^on. 
June  Sth, — Castor  oil  operated  freefy;  Mister  Bi^ng'i  erysi- 
pdas  dimiokkedi  hands  continae  tw6^d.    Betsist&t  in  usu  me- 
dicamenti. 

June  lOth. — Erysipelas  nmi^h  dhnftiished ;  cotujdains  of  diffi- 
culty in  swallowing,  and  great  debifity ;  pulse  moderately  foil ; 
has  had  no  stool  since  the  operaticMd  of  the  oil.  Omitt.  mixt. 
cinchftiw 

9»  Hydrar.  submuriat.  gr«  iij. 
Rnoei  pulv.  gr.  x. 

Aq.  pur.  q.  s.  ut  f.  pil.  ij.  eras  mane' SttW^ndlEL 
Tjt  Aq.  purse,  Mucilag.  acaeiid  gum.  2§  J'v. 
Acid,  nitrici  5ij« 

Syrup,  simp,  tinct  einehon.  comp.  &  Jij,  M.  sumat  po- 
culum  subinde. 
Pensistat  in  usu  vfni^ 
June  l2tL — Deglutition  has  become  more  difficult;  ddbiHQT 
much  increased.    Omit  the  mixture. 

To  have  an  enema  with  Jv}.  <^  decoction  of  bark,  and  A  tea* 
cupful  of  ^east  every  four  hours. 
To  continue  the  wine. 

The  symptoms  of  debility  Increasing,  he  gradually  expired  in 
the  course  of  the  night. 

When  this  man  first  sought  medical  assistance,  the  mflamma- 
tory  action  was  very  strong,  and  gave  too  much  reason  to  fear  an 
attack  of  phr^tis,  which  was  prevented  only  by  a'  copious 
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bleeding :  the  diseiftse.  However^  still  continadd  its  course.  AI^ 
though  the  erysipelas  externally  wd%  diminished)  the  whold  track 
of  the  aKtnentsiry  canal  became  more  and  n^ore  aifected,  and 
wa^  ftdt  fdleviated  by  any  of  the  remedies  that  were  emj^loyed* 
The  body  was  ribt  alllovired  to  be  opened. 

Many  eitees  hfelve  been  inserted,  in  the  dilTerent  periodic^ 
publications,  to  show  the  active  property  of  the  essential  oil  df 
turpentine,  in  destroying  worms..  The  following  may  be  added 
to  the  &cts  in  favour  of  this  remedy. 

Sarah  High,  aetat  27,  S.  was  admitted  a  patient,  Decembei^ 
5th,  1809.     Complaining  of  violent  pain  in  the  boWelsj  much 
thirst;  headach;  fever;  furred  tongue;  much  cough ^  boweb 
regular ;  catamenia  regular. 
Has  been  ill  twq  months. 
Supaat  Sj.  oL  ricihi  opt.  statim. 
Sumat  pulf .  febriC  ter  in  di^. 
December  1th. — Castor  oil  operated  freely  ^  has  but  little  di^ 
minution  of  pain  ^  less  faeadacn ;  thirst  and  fbver  the  same; 
cough  more  fall,  with  copious  expectoration.    Fersistat  in  uitt 
pulv.  febrif. 

^  Hydrar;  submutiat. 
Ip^cacuan*  aa  gr.  j. 

Extrac^t.  hyoscyami  gr.  vj.  M.  f«  piL  ij.  onuii  pottjQ  su^t 
mendae. 
December  14/A.— No  amendment 

Fersistat  in  usu  medic. 
December  SSth. — Cough  very  troublesome  j  Vision  much  atf 
fected  by  the  hyoscyamrus.     Omitt.  medic 
Sumat  5ss.  pulv.  flcacide  comp.  ter  in  die. 
Applic.  enlfnast.  lyttae  stef no. 
January  ^tk  iSlO, — Pain  moderated  j  cough  no  better^ 

Persistat  in  usu  medic.  ^ 

January  ll^A.-^Cdugh  very  severe* 

Persistat  in  usu  med* 
January  25tL — Symptonfis  undiminished^ 

Persistat  in  usu  medic. 
Febrtiary  Is/.-^ Cough  still  urgent;  has  epistaxis.. 
Omitt.  medic. 

Sumat  3j.  pulv.  ialap.  comp.  eras  mane. 
IS*  Magnes.  sulphat.  Jj. 

Infns  rosae  |xvj.  M.  f.  tnisttura  cujiis  sumat  coch/.* 
iij.  larg.  ter  in  die. 
Rbruary  Btk. — Purgative  gave  relief;   epistaxis  removed j 
cough  moderated.     Persistat  in  usu  medic 

▼ou  \l\l4  DO.  SO.  K: 
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March  Sth. — Has  continued  much  the  same. 

Persistat  in  usu  medicam. 
March  2StL — Complains  of  much  pain  in  the  left  clavicle. 
Persistat  in  usu  medic*     Rept.  pulv.  purgans  eras  mane. 
April  5iL — Has  passed  an  extraordinary  quantity  of  small 
•worms ;  much  dyspnoea ;  short  cougby  and  gnawing  paia  at  sto- 
mach. 

Omitt.  medic. 

]^  Pil.  aloes  cum  myrrh. 
Ferri  carbonat. 
Extract  gentian,  aa  3j, 

Ol.  rutse  gutt.  xij.  M.  f«  piL  36,  quarum  sumat  iij.  bis 
in  die. 
April  I9th, — Passes  worms. 

Persistat  in  usu  medic. 
M(w  Sd. — Continues  to  pass  worms ;  much  cough. 

Omitt.  medic.     Sumat  cochl.  j.  larg.  ol.  Terebinth,  essent 
statim  et  eras  mane. 
May  7  th. — The  turpentine  blistered  the  mouth  and  throat; 
occasioned  much  nausea^  headach,  general  distress  and  fits ;  the 
tough  increased  ;  much  thirst;  has  passed  many  dead  worms. 
Sumat  ol.  Ricini  opt.  §ss.  altera  quaque  mane. 
May  18/A. — Continues  to  pass  worms. 

Sumat  cochl.  iij.  larg.  mixt.  salin.  camph.  ter  in  die. 
May  3 15^.— Has  passea  a  considerable  quantity  of  worms,  and 
feels  completely  relieved  ;  free  from  complaint.     Dismissed. 

This  woman  had  often  been  a  patient  of  the  hospital  for 
symptoms  similar  to  ,what  she  related  on  her  admission*  this 
time.  Her  general  form  was  that  observed  in  those  disposed  t« 
consumption  ;  and  her  complaints  had  so  much  general  resem- 
blance to  that  disease,  that  she  was  marked  as  one  who  would, 
sooner  or  later,  fall  a  sacrifice  to  it.  On  the  5th  of  April,  she 
first  mentions  having  passed  worms  j  indeed,  before  this,  they 
were  not  even  suspected ;  and  on  the  3d  of  May  she  took  a- 
bout  half  an  ounce  of  the  essential  oil  of  turpentine,  mixed  with 
honey :  the  effect  was  so  violent,  that  her  relatives  came  in  great 
distress,  with  the  remains  of  the  bottle  to  be  examined,  suspect- 
ing that  she  was  poisoned  by  some  mistake  in  the  medicine.  It 
is  proper  to  remark,  that  she  has  l>een  troubled  with  fits  from 
her  childhood.  It  was  not  necessary  to  repeat  the  remedy ;  one 
dose  proved  sufficiently  powerful  j  nor  has  she  experienced  any 
return  of  the  symptoms  until  this  month  (May  181  i),  when  she 
again  complained  of  gnawing  piain  at  her  stomach,  short  diy 
cough,  &c.    The  turpentine  was  again  exhibited,  with  the  good 
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effect  of  discharging  wotms,  and  removing  her  complaints^  with<i 
out  inducing  any  violent  effetts. 

75fe  Epidemic  Constitution^  froni  April  1810  to  March  1811. 

April. — Rain  fell  in  the  night  of  the  2d)  3d,  Sth,  iTth,  and 
18th.  The  weather  of  this  month  was  unusually  fine.  The 
prevailing  diseases  were,  pneumonia  and  catarrh ;  scarlatina,' 
widi  and  without  ulcerations  of  the  tonsils^  and  cynanche  ton*- 
sillaris  without  eruption. 

May. — Rain  fell  in  the  night  of  the  1st ^  Yth,  8th,  20th,  and 
Sist;  snow  in  the  night  of  the  4tfa,  and  ice  on  the  ground  aa 
indi  in  thickness^  The  prevailing  diseases  of  the  month  weret 
synochua  or  common  fever ^  particularly  among  children  ;  opfa- 
^almia,  and  epideltiic  scarlatina. 

PkthisiSj  that  dreadful  and  fatal  enemy  to  the  inhatntants  of 
mantrfacturing  towns,  presented  fifteen  subjects  in  this  month* 
A  near  view  of  the  mantiers  of  the  lower  class  of  people,  will 
in  a  great  measure  remove  any  surprise  that  the  actual  number 
dying  of  this  disease  might  excite. 

June. — 'Rain  fell  on  the  night  of  the  9th  and  19th;  a  thunder 
storm  on  the  26th.  The  prevailing  disease  of  this  month  wasr 
pneumonia;  scarlatina  still  showed  itself.  One  case  of  smaU-poae 
was  brought  into  the  town,  but  prevented  from  spreading,  care 
being  taken  to  vaccinate  all  those  pers(^ns  exposed  to  its  imme^ 
diate  influence.' 

tM/.— Rain  in  the  night  of  the  Ist^  lOth^  12th,  and  ISthjf 
thuncler  on  the  1st  and  1  Sth.  Two  more  case^  of  smaH-pox  were 
brought  into  the  town,  but  the  contajgion  did  not  spread. 

August. — The  wind  chiefly  southei^  this  month  $  was  unusual- 
hf  hewhy« 

September. — Rain  in  the  night  of  the  21st^  and  2Sd; 

Scarlatina  was  very  prevalent,  passing  through  whole  families; 
It  was  attended  with  inflammation,  and  often  ulceration  of  the^ 
tonsils  $  but  in  many  instances  much  inflammation  was  found  in 
the  tonsils,  unattended  by  rash.  The  scarlatina  towards  the  end 
of  this  numth  often  terminated  in  inflammation  of  thesubmaxiU 
kry  andparotid  glands,  which  generally  proceeded  ^suppura- 
tion. (Edema  of  the  extremities,  and  often  of  the  famf  suc- 
ceeded the  fever,  if  purgatives  had  not  been  emplcrved:  k  was 
0Dfy  to  be  removed  by  a  course  of  purgatives,  whi^  in  no  in- 
stance increased  the  debility. 

Siynochus  and  synochus  infantum  were  also  prevalent  diseases  of 
diis  month.  One  more  case  of  small-pox  was  brought  into  the' 
town;  the  security  afibrded  by  vaccination  was  undiminished 7 
the  disease  did  not  extend  to  another  indivi^uo}* 
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0^a&«r.«^Raio  ia  the  lights  of  tbe  l^th,  t7di,  18lh,  19lli» 
20th,  21st,  and  27th;  snow  on  the  29cb|  thewi«d  chiefly  easier* 
ly.  Scarlatina  continued  through  this  month  with  an  increased 
violence^  and  pro^d  oiien  faw;  it  was  in  CfiaAy  instttnees  at* 
teiided  with  oougb«  Tt/p/nHs  became  very  prtvajent  stttd  very 
fatal;  ia  ma^y  cases  the  termiaation  w^is  unexpectedly  suddens 
Towards  th^  eod  of  the  numth  tiie  diaea<e  b^ff^an  with  vomitifur 
and  pttr^ii^4  the  diarrhoKt  was  not  moderated  by  opiates ;  small 
doses  of  calomel  and  ipecacuanha  were  found  tbe  most  e&cUw} 
traattHfaot    S/^oehss  was  mludua%  prevaletft  and  severe. 

iVbtira&'n^Rain  fell  ia  the  night  of  the  1st,  Sik,  9th,  lOtb^ 
liib,  15&,  l^h,  17tb,  18th,  20th,  and  29th;  wind  variable^ 
J^ipius^  for  a  few  dt^6  ia  the  b^pfiDiag  of  this  moaih,  waa  at-r 
tended  with  pain  in  the  chest  and  sides ;  but  the  prevalence  of 
^s  diseaise;  as  weU  as  of  the  scarlet^ever^  was  much  dimi niahed* 

On  exaroining  the  body  of  a  womaa  who  died  of  hydrotb<H> 
rax,  a  calculus  was  found  in  the  gall-bladder,  the  enstence  of 
which  was  not  suspected;  it  is  brown,  rough,  fight,  and  friable^ 
but  not  easily  fractured:  its  long  diameter  oseasMred  oneinch^ 
short  dtainet^  )  of  an  kich,  and  tt  weighed  64  grains.  Dr  Lett« 
'9Qm  mentions  ihe  case  of  a  biliary  ciucuhis,  discharged  bgr  th# 
tectum  aft^  some  years  of  pamfUl  suffertngi  which  measured  in 
length  2j:  inches,  aad  in  eirciH)|iferehce  S^  inches,  and  weighing 
OBie  ounce,  two  ibrams,  and  twentv^ three  grains.  ^*  It  had, ''  he 
says,  **  the  naturisd  appearance  of  a  brown  flint.stone^  thaagli 
of  less  poadeh)8ity  in  proportion  to  its  nagintude.  *'  * 

lkeemb^.-^Haaxk  in  the  ai|^it  of  the  ddi,  Hh^  5th,  13th,  29d# 
24th,  25tb,  26th,  and  27th^  snow  in  the  night  <iftiie  9thf  and 
SOth;  b(^stS7ous  wester^  winds»  This  momh  was  jj^enemliy 
healthy;  a  £?w  sporadic  cases  of  scarlatina  and  cynanche  toniitt 
laris  were  t»et  With^  - 

Janumyy  lai  1. — Rain  fell  in  the  night  of  the  lOth^  I  ich,  and 
Slst;  snow  m  the  night  of  th^e  5d,  4th,  ]5th|  27th>  and  SOlh^ 
wind  chiefly  westerly,  and  oftai  tMuisterou^. 

Pneumonm  an4  Catarrh  wete  the  prevalent  diseases  of  tht» 
month;  scmtatdnOf  rttbeoia^  and  tt/p^ns^  were  occaiskmally  met 
with.  F^W^  cases  of  variola  were  brought  into  the  town».  bat 
the  diseese^^  not  spread  to  any  other  individuab* 

FeliTuarm^Rsdu  fell  in  the  night  of  the  6th,  7th,  and  2Sd  p 
snpw  ia  l^  night  of  the  ISth^  and  i5th;  the  wind  mostly^ 
westerly^  Catarrhusy  synochus^  and  iyphus^  particularly  among 
children,  are  the  most  prevailing  diseases*  Perkcms  and  starla-- 
Una  aiq>eared  sporadically*    The  ttfpkus  is  attended  with  u 
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troublesome  diarrhoea.  The  disease  ha^  its  origin  in  the  extreme 
distress  of  the  poor,  who,-  not  iseing  able  to  purchase  wholesome 
fo|od^  are  obliged  to  subsist^  on  what  they  can  procure  to  saJUsfy 
the  call  of  hungejr.  Many^hiMidrdds  6f  &ain^--woi:k  koitters  axQ 
ooK  of  Q^pjo}',  aoxd  d^opendefiit,  with  theif  £uoi<ii«s,  on  pafoehtal 
relief.  So  much  distress  was  never  before  witoessed  in  tke  stock- 
ing roandfacture.  A  riotous  disposition  is  mapifestitig  itscjif  ia 
the  town  and  county,  and*  if  relief  be  not  afforded,  the  conse* 
<]uences  must  be  dreadful.  The  last  severe  contagious  typhus  in 
Nottingham  was  in  the  season  of  jgreat  scarcity  (1798).  There  ]& 
every  reason  to  fear  die  s^me  eTOCt  Aiay  be  pi^oduced  from  the 
present  ditsti^ess  of  the  labouring  poor*.  It.  is.  genei?«lly  admitted, 
thai  typhus  is  never  more  yirolent  and  contagious,  than  when  it 
appears  ^unong  the  impoverished  maiiu&cturers. 

March. — Rain  fell  in  the  nig^t  of  tbe.5th,  6tk,  7th,  and  31st; 
the  wind  mostly  westerly. 

The  typhus  fever  extended  its  ravages  durfng  this  month  $  the 
catanrhal'feoer  assumed  the  typhoid  character. 

Account  of  Baptisms  and  l^urials  withia  the  town  of  Notting- 
ham,  from  January  1st  1810,  to  January  ist,  ISll ;  extracted 
from  die  parish  registers. 

Bapta^,  Miles  649         Females  558        Totalis 
Bim^      Males  467         Females  496        Total   969« 
Increased  iii  Baptisms  64.     Increased  in  Buries  109. 
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Jnnual  BesuUs* 

Thermometer.  Wind*  J^arometer. 

nicest  obseryatioii»  83^  Sept  S.  R  Highest  observattoo^ 
Jjowett  'obeenrsdon,  19*  Jsn.  S9.  W.  January  25,  .  •  ■ 
Greatest  rai^e  ip  24  lowest  obserratiop, 

hours,    ....  15^  MaT3,4.  N.E.        February  22,.    . 
Annual  mean,   •    .  46**        '       .  '      •      Greatest  range  in  24 

hours.  May  20,    . 
AnQoal  po^n,    .    • 


Weather. 
Fine,  ; 
Fair,  . 
,Wet,    . 


JXi^f.    Wind. 
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{28.8^        a 
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$^.78 


92  N.E. 

96  £.   . 

S.E. 
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S.  W.  . 
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The  table  of  diseases,  whicjb  clos^  this  report,  may  be  divided 
into  three  heads  of  practice—  patients* 
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The  Vaccine  Institution        -  406 
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V. 

Case  tf  Scirrhous  Stamaei^  and  Stricture  in  the  Cctbn^  ucith  ap^. 
pearances  on  Dissection.     By  John  Holmes,  M.  D.  Colerain. 

"DoBERT  M*KiRGAN,  aged  S9,  by  occupation  a  fisherman,  wai 
^^  seized,  during  the  summer  of  i809,  with  almost  all  the  sym- 
ptoms of  severe  dyspepsia ;  appetite  considerably  impaired ;  nau- 
sea, add  eructations,  flatulence^  and  frequent  vomitings  of  a  thin, 
watery,  and  sometimes  hot  and  acid  fluid.  He  also  complained 
of  a  peculiar  uneasiness  in  the  region  of  the  stomach,  which 
seemed  to  produce  more  distress  than  I  have  witnessed  in  ordi- 
nary cases  of  dyspepsia*  He  had  used  several  remedies  when  I 
was  first  consulted  concerning  him,  firom  which  he  experienced 
very  litUe  relief.  A  mixture  of  magnesia  and  rhubarb,  which^ 
among  other  medicines,  was  recommended  to  him,  produced  a 
temporary  alleviation  of  some  of  the  most  troublesome  symptoms; 
but  it  did  not  seem  probaUe  that  the  disease  could  be  speedily 
or  effectually  removed,  by  any  means  which  were  then  had  re- 
course to. 

Being  for  some  months  absent  from  the  country,  I  had  not  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  him  again,  tilLthe  month  of  February 
1810.  Allnisformersymptoms  were  now  greatly  aggravated;  he 
vomited  almost  all  aliment,  and  complained  of  a  constant  and 
distressing  pain  in  the  epigastric  region,  firom  which,  he  said,  he 
found  no  remission.  He  was  considerably  emaciated,  though 
hk  countenance  bad  still  a  healthy  aspect ;  his  bowels  were  ge- 
nerally free  from  any  extreme  of  looseness  or  constipation.  Dur- 
ing the  month  of  March,  he  made  trial  of  almost  all  those  medi- 
cines which  are  usually  administered  in  eases  of  severe  dyspep- 
sia, but  without  airy  apparent  advantage ;  he  also  frequently  used 
both  warm  and  coid  baiths,  with  no  better  success.  A  large  blis- 
ter was  applied  to  the  epigastric  region,  by  which  the  pain  was 
alleviated  Idr  a  time,  bttt  soon  returned  again  with  equal  severi- 
ty. A  repetition  of  the  blister  was  strongly  recon^mended,  but^ 
irom  some  objections  made  to  it  by  some  of  his  friends,  it  was 
not  again  applied.  The  oleum  ricini  ma&  sometimes  given, 
in  very  moderate  doses:  this  was  the  only  laxative  which  he 
coald  take,  to  produce  any  effect,  all  others  being  rejected  by 
vomiting. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  mouth  of  April,  all  medicines  were  de- 
sisted from,  as  their  administration  produced  uneasiness,  and  af* 
ibrded  npt  the  slightest  relief.    The  disease  was  now  rapidly  ad- 


vancing ;  his  emaciation  became  alarming,  and  his  debility  so 
great,  that  he  could  not  arise  from  his  bed  :  his  bowels,  which 
were  formerly  in  a  moderate  stat^  of  laxity,  now  became  so  much 
80,  as  to  resemble  slight  diarrhoea ;  and  sometimes  matter  of  a 
bloody  appearance  was  discharged  by  stool.  The  pain  in  the  epi- 
ga«trip  region  becan^  w^ox^  e:^ci^ue|a]jng9  ^d  c^^ined  with* 
lequal  permanency.  He  also  fsoinpli|ine4  of  ^v^trp  p^ip  jua  •pther 
par^s  of  the  abdomen.  He  sometimes  felt  as  if  the  pain  ^as  ex- 
t^ded  oyer  tbp  wbql^^abdopian,  but  more  fs^f^mBntiy  |i)mg  ^f 
course  of  thepa^tilage^  of  the  fals^;*ribs3  from  wh^m:0,  i^  said, 
b^  felt  them  often  shootjn^  into  |m$  slipuldei^s  and  J^t^fX^*  Foi^ 
some  time  previous  to  his  death,  hpweyer*  h^  ^  freqp^tly  (kw-i 
plained  of  pains  in  i|lmo^t  eyery.  p^rt  of  the  aMomw*  Md  ii)  ^eth 
^i$  sides,  from  thence  ^hopting  |n  YQripps  direi^ii^,  ibM  it  WQpU 
b^ve  been  very  difScpH  for  a  medic^  obser v;6r  to  cpnf^ei^^  ist 
nfhat  particular  internal  parjt  (he  dis^as^  chie^y  pBevfl^U^  m,^ 
elusive  of  the  (epigastric  region,  in  which  the  p^  ^tiU  ooiHipHK 
ed  to  a£3ict  him  with  pr^ominant  severij^y.  Qn  Jiiyiiig  my  h#i»d 
9ver  the  epigastric  region,  where  the  paip  w4^  n^cist  sfsyiore  dm^ 
ing  the  latter  months  of  his  comprint,  (  bav^  mof^  ih^fi  QQi^e 
perceived  a  guigling  noiset  Hike  th^it  of  ^  Quid  forcibly  d^vm^ 
t)irougb  ^  narrow  aperture,  in  tha|;  pfiit  of  ^  «4>dP9)9n  b^n^tb 
my  hand.  This  symptom  was  jgomewhat  remarkable,  9Dd  tend^ 
fp  strongly  to  confirm  th^  s^spi^oi^s  which  I  b^  previously  en- 
tjertained  concerning  the  precise  cfois^  pf  his  disorder. 
.  Before  his  death  he  made  ^  r^yi^t  (very  siirpii^ing  indf^t 
when  we  consider  the  prejudices,  and  ^uper^titipu^  upticHi^  fyjbkh 
jgenerally  prevail  annrng  the  loy^er  classes  of  the  icpiafpuniiy,  and 
yhicb  displayed  something  of  magpigdiniity)  .that,  alter  bis  4i««o-^ 
lution,  Ihs  body  should  be  op^i^edy  in  oiider  to  asceriaia  Ibe  cauaea 
pf  his  cppiplaints. 

The  appearances  which  presented  tbewselve^  pp  disfectipa 
lycre  the  fpUowipg :  The  skin,  abdominal  nnwcjea»  and  perito^ 
papum,  being  cut  through,  the  vi^ceT^  of  the  abdomen  p^esent^ 
tiii^mselves  ^n  tjbei^iuiu^  s^tuaftion-  On  examining  the  i^ti>0ia(^f 
}t  w£^$  discovered,  tl^at  ^e  cpats  of  the  greatest  part  of  t^e  iow'i 
er  h^lf  of  t)^a(  yi^cus  wens  prodigiaiisiy  thi<;km6d,  and  entire^ 
Sfi  a  spirjr.hous  condition. 

\  Nearly  that  half  pf  thie  circiiipference  of  the  pylorus,  whidb  ^ 
a  continuation  of  the  lesser  curvature  of  the  ^omach,  .was  coRi^ 
pl^tely  spirrhpus;  and  althpugh  the  remaining  part  of  thecifw 
^un^ference  of  the  pyWus  seeined  in  its  natural  oonviitkuu  ^ 
the  calibre  of  the  passage  from  the  stomach  into  the  dupdenuoi 
appeared  to  be  mu^b  diminished.  The  cardia,  and  upper  .part  of 
the  stomach  were  ,in  a  sound  state.  The  intestines  being  furUier 
(pxamined,  a  most  remarkable  stricture  was  found  in  the  grea^ 
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arch  af  the  colon.  The  situation  of  this  stricture  was  so  precise* 
ly  in  the  centre  of  the  great  a^ch  of  the  colon  where  it  passes 
tnroagh  the  epigastric  region,  that  it  must  have  been  in  the  imme- 
diate vidnity  of  the  pymrus ;  hence  it  is  obvious,  that  whether 
the  pain  which  the  deceased  experienced  so  severely  during  his 
lifetisAe  in  t6e  epigastric  region,  originated  from  the  stricture  in 
the  colon,  or  from  the  mo^d  ponditioa  of  the  lower  part  of  the 
stomach  and  pylorus,  it  must  by  him  have  been  constantly  refer- 
red  to  Ae  same  scat.  A  eonsulerafale  quai^tv  of  fieculent  mat<« 
tw  was  fennd  to  have  aoeaimilated  to  the  ri^it  of  the  stricture 
IB  tibe  eolon,  while  die  inteatiae  «i  the  left  of  the  stricture  was 
neavly  enmty*  The  coats  of  the  colon  at  this  put  were  eo  mar^ 
hiMy  thicuiened  and  ooodmcted,  that  the  Mttie^nger  coAild  scarce- 
\y  be  pushed  with  freedom  thncki^^  the  aperture  which  remain* 
ed  fijir  the  passage  of  the  firoes. 

Tiie  mesentery  also  was  in  a  very  morlnd  stale  $  nnafl  draular 
qpota  of  a  whitish  appears^nee  weft  int^sp^r^ed  over  the  gveat- 
eat  fMvt  of  it?  when  these  «pots  were  eompresBed  between  the 
fingers,  they  were  found  to  be  smaU  hard  bodies,  seemegly  of  a 
ciwtilftginMS  straotwre.  A  considerable  part  of  the  peritonflBum 
Witt  in  a  ve^ty  similar  cpnditien ;  small  wiute  or  greyish  spots* 
veee  tbiekly  interspapsed  in  it,  but  they  went  boC  no  hard  oif 
Cfunulaginous  as  those  c^  the  mesent^y ;  they  seemed  to  partake 
of  the  mme  iBovbid  structure,  tboogh  in  a  leaaadvaneed  slate. 
The  Hver,  kidaeprs,  and  other  visoera  of  the  abdomen  were  in  a 
tmani  state.  The  variety  of  s^mploma  which  oeeurred  during 
the  life  of  the  pati^t,  are  8uiBeiea%  aecounted  for  by  the  mor- 
bid appearances  which  presented  themsuWes  on  disseotton.  It 
might,  howeveis  be  proposed  a&  a  query.  How  a  sirietare  in  the 
greai  areh  of  the.coktn^  or  other  part  of  the  iDtestiiies,  exclusive 
of  the  pyloniB,  could  be  ascerlaiiMN)  to  eici^,  witi1^any  degree  of 
certain^  br  its  own  proper  diagnostie  syinploma  ?  Practition- 
ei^  an  general)  ean  judge  with  tokndale  accuracy  concemtag  the 
of  seiivhoua  pylorus  in  ^ta  more  advanced  state ;  out  I 
afrajd  that  strictures  in  pther  parts  of  the  intestines,  not  un- 
fipequeiitly  elude  the  penetiivtian  pf  the  most  diligent  and  accurate 
ofascr^HiB.  In  cmisnrmatioii  of  this,  i-  eau  state  with  oer^ainty,^ 
that  a  strieture  in  the  sigmoid  flexion  of  the  colon  ha^  sometimes 
beep  iDistaiEen,  by  experieticed  praotitioners,  for  a  scirrhous  or 
€«»ee0oaa  afieedcai  of  .tbe  womb:  It  may  be  observed,  in  con« 
dosioD,  that  we  are  fic|uaBy  defit^ient  in  oiu:  knowledge  of  any 
mediciaee  capable  of  removing  strietares  in  the  intestines  in  their 
i9ore  advanced  state,  as  we  are  of  those  diaguo^ie  symptoms,  by 
wbich  they  caB  with  certainty  be  known  to  exist. 

Colerain^  Lfecember  iUh,^  ISIU 
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Cases  of  Emphysema^  cured  by  the  Use  of  Cold  Apjdications* 
By  P.  Johnson,  Surgeon,  Royal  Navy. 

TTating  some  vears  ago  read  Mr  Geoghegan  of  Dublin's  roe- 
-■"•*•  thod  of  redudog  ramiinal  hemiaB,  in  whieh  he  usee  apph- 
eation  of  cold  in  different  forms,  to  lessen  the  volume  of  bat  con<* 
tained  in  the  intestine,  and  which  was  the  chief  cause  of  the  dif- 
ficulty of  retuniing  the  intestine  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen, 
I  was  induced  to  try  the  effects  of  cold  both  generaHy  and  par^ 
tially,  in  two  cases  of  emphysema  that  have  naf^ned  without 
any  evident  cause,  in  ships  I  have  served  in  during  the  last  two 
years.  Its  success,  in  these  two  cases,  may  render  them  worthy- 
4jt  a  place  in  jour  Journal,  and  may  lead  to  farther  knowledge 
of  a  disease,  whose  pathology  is  so  obscure. 

The  first  case  I  can  state  from  recdJection  only,  the  joumd 
of  it  being  sent  to  the  Transport-office,  and  I  have,  in  leaving 
the  vessel  m  which  it  occurred,  lost  the  day-book.     The  patient 
was  a  prisoner  taken  at  Flushing,  a  soldier  in  the  French  army^  * 
a  Prussian  by  birt^,  aged  about  twen^-six,  five  feet  five  inches 
high ;  a  good  small-swordsman,  but  positive  that  he  never  was 
wounded  m  timt  exercise ;  often  subject  to  the  intermitlent  fever- 
of  Walcheren,  where  he  had  been  four  years,  and  rather  debi«j 
litated.     In  June  1310,  when  in  the  £ibe,  his  face  first  swelled  ;• 
in  two  days  aft^ wards  his  scrotum,  and  in  five  days  his  neck' 
and  breast  were  much  swelled  also ;  some4X»ugh.     About  a  wedc . 
from  his  first  attack  his  feet  swelled,  then  every  part  of  the  cel- 
lular membrane  throughout  his  body  appeared  distended  with* 
air ;  much  dejection  and  fear  of  suffiicaticm,  thou^  he  oould  ^ 
swallow  fluids  with  ease ;  his  pulse  was  full  and  slow.    Opium 
glive  him  relief;  the  tincture  of  digitalis  to  50  drc^Mt,  given 
Ukvee  times  a-day,  lessened  his  pulse  and  cough.     He  tried  the 
cold  badi  cmce  a-day,  scunetimes  in  the  morning,  aometimes  in 
the  evening,  with  great  rdief ;  did  not  cough  for  one  or  two 
hours  after  coming  out.     A  mixture  of  vinegar  and  salt-water^  in 
the  proportion  of  one  part  of  the  former  to  three  of  the  lattery- 
was  applied  to  his  scrotum  by  a  cloth  kept  wet  with  it,  which, 
althou^  it  did  not  lessen  the  size,  yet  prevented  its  increase. 
Though  he  was  getting  better,  the  acconmiodations  being  bady- 
and  snip  small,  1  was  obliged  to  advise  to  send  him  on  shore  tp. 
the  hospital  the  third  week  of  his  complaint* 
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Hie  nestt  ease  occurred  in  July  last,  off  Norway,  in  -a*  stout 
bealdiy  man,  aged  about  thirty-fiottr,  who  bad  been  a  sailor  up- 
wards  of  ten  years.  He  compldned  of  both  calfe  of  his  legs 
beJBff  much  swollen  with  some  fatigue  after  walking ;  his  pulse 
r^Iar.  I  gave  him  SO  grains  of  jalap,  with  directions  to  rub 
his  l^rs  with  warm  flannel;  this  was  on  the  ISth. 

14/A. — Swellii^ir  increased,  with  dyspncBa ;  neck  swelled  also  $ 
pulse  full  and  soft.     Tinct.  digitafis  gtt.  40  nocte. 

15^.*— Tiiict.  cont.  mane  et  nocte.  ^ 

I6th, — Dyspnoea  less;  pulse  soft  and  slow;  good  rest;  stools 
r^ular.  Crem.  tart.  5iij.  aquae  Ibiij.  pro  potu  ordinario ;  Tinct* 
laven.  oomp.  3j-  olei  menthse  pip.  gtt.  iv,  M.  nocte. 

17th. — Emphysema  general ;  scrotum  greatly  enlarged.  Tinct. 
Aig.  gtt  SO  mane,  et  tincturse  rhei  f  j.  nocte. 

18/A. — Has  used  the  cold  bath;  dyspnoea,  or  cough,  better 
after  its  use ;  several  loose  stools.  Ether,  sulph.  gtt.  40,  tinct. 
Jav.  Sj*  M.  nocte. 

I9M»— 'Is  obliged  to  skep  in  neariy  an  ^reet  position ;  deje^ 
tion  and  fear  of  sufK>cfttion  great ;  puke  full  but  soft;  cold  wa« 
ter  used  firom  abdomen  upwards  in  the  morning,  and  from  ab- 
domen downwards  at  night.  Cont  ether.  2  p.  ni.  hora :  dig.  et 
opa  tiaet  ia.  gtt  SO  M.  node. 

20£^r*-:Cont^  med.  ut  heri,  et  aqua  frigida  marina;  ^^  feeb  a. 
Joacly "  he  says,  ^*  cm  his  chest ; ''  his  neck  is  much  swollen ;  every  ■._ 
f»rt  of  his  bo<fy  distended  with  air.  Cont  tinct  dig.  ter  in  - 
die.  This  day,  in  the  morning,  stood  under  the  pump  from  salt , 
water  i  at  night  better*. 

2 1  St. — Used  the  cold  water  at  &  p.  m. ;  better.  Cont.  dig. 
The  weather  being  warm,  and  no  thermometer  on  board,  I  can«* 
not  say  what  precise  degree  the  water  was ;  he  felt  it  very  cold  ; 
he  neither  beldied  wind  nor  passed  any  by  the  anus. 

^^d. — The  size  of  the  scrotum  less ;  his  cou^  less ;  neck  less 
swded  in  morning,  but  moro  at  ni^t  Cont  tioct  dig.  Five 
hours  sleep  last  night 

2Sd. — Cont  digitalis  tinct  bis  in  die,  cum  t  opii  gtt.  SO 
nocte. 

S4M.— rBetter;  puke  natural;  has  emitted  the  cold  water,  and  ^ 
has  used  all  his  drink  cold.     Cont  dig.  ut  heri. 

dSM.*— jScrotum  much  distended ;  keeps  it  wet  with  cold  wa*. 
ter ;  swallowing  less  difficult ;  complains  of  dysuria.  Ether,  ni- , 
trosi  5j.  bis  in  die. 

%€lh. — Dysuria  gone ;  ether  purged  him ;  all  medicines  were 
omitted ;  got  well  daily  to  the  8th  of  August,  when  he  was  dis- 
charged to  duty.    I  shall  only  remark  on  this  man's  case,  that  he . 
f ^  Jbette^  af(er  the  fd^  bath*    TwQor  Uiree  tjmes  he  complain«^ 
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ed  f)f  the  ^nrm)  sfRisioii  9»  tb^  oold,  thertfere  used  it  onhp  on 
half  his  body.  His  nii^kts  wei«  always  re^ttesi ;  his  bowels  regii- 
lar ;  \A%  pulse  more  roll  tk«n  n^lurttly  though  not  hard:  Al- 
though the  last  of  ihtse  cases  was  th«  worst,  neiYher  oeirfd  re- 
meiii  in  bed  above  two  er  three  hours  at  a  time  $  warmth  in* 
creased  the  volume  of  air.  The  digitalis  was  used  to  imTease 
ihe^  action  of  the  absorbents,  as  in  dropsy.  Having  never  seen 
a  case  of  the  kind  treated  by  any  other  person,  I  was  at  a  con- 
siderable loss  how  to  act.  Books  gaVie  me  Utile  information. 
'  Skeeruess^  Ik^ruary  10,  IBlli. 
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VII. 

'  -  Manchester. 

]«  On  an  Ammafy  in  Va^inati&a, 

IN  medicine,  as  in  other  experimental  sciences,  the  aii^aXet 
which  occur  in  practice  may  be  considered  useful,  in  as  much 
as  they  tend  to  establish  the  general  truth  contended  for,  by  pai^ 
tfculany  distinguishing  <he  exceptions  to  it.  Tliis  position  will 
especially  apply  to  vaccination,  the  occurr^ce  of  the  smaB-pox 
ai'ter  which  has  recently  given  much  alarm,  a;nd  produced  serious 
apprehension  with  many,  of  the  permafient  security  sought  from 
the  vaccine  inoculation.  It  is  my  wish  to  contribute  my  mite 
towards  the  removal  of  ^is  unfaivourable  impression  ;  ana  this  i 
hope  to  do,  in  some  degree,  by  a  plain  I'ecital  oi  the  following 
fects. 
'  On  the  8th  of  October  1811,  I  vacc^ated  two  ilifhnts  for  the 
second  time,  after  an  interval  of  several  weeks  from  their  formfer 
vlaccmatien.  This  rtpetkion  was  judged  escpedient,  from  thedts^^ 
e^se  having  passed  through  its  several  stageswith  unusual  rapidily, 
bsing  at  the  height,  iti  one  instant^e,  on  the  eighth  day  from  Ae 
vaccination,  and  in  the  other  on  the  ninth — though  in  each  the 
appearances  on  the  arm  were  characteristic,  and  otherwise  satis- 
factory. At  this  second  vaccinatk)ii,  I  Tnacte  a  puncture  in  each 
arm  of  my  little  patients.  Next  day  each  ptfncture  exhibited 
signs  of  inftamraatioii,  which  bad  increased  on  the  day  following  ; 
)[)ut,  on  the  ihird,  the  ilrHammation,  instead  of  advanckig,  was 
evidently  subsiding,  and,  in  a  few  days  more,  had  disappeared. 
i\conc)m^,  there^e^  thai  the  f«>rmer  yacdiuiuoii  was  comf^ele  | 


and  lliat  the  TfUfiiMty  with  which  the  diaetse  had  plited  tbrmigfc 
iu  cevwra)  stages,  con^ituted  only  a  Tariety. 

Wkfa  the  point  of  the  iMicet  charged  to  vvcciaate^ne  of  these 
young. Subjects  the  second  time,  I  inadvertsatly  touched  my  kA 
cheek,  but  not  so  xkepiy  as  to  draw  biood,  and  for  near  a  week 
I  thoeight  fio  more  about  it»  What  I  oodsidered  to  be  a  pioiple^ 
had  beta  a  little  tronbletome  for  several  days  f  but,  expectil^T  ^ 
to  go  away  again,  I  did  not  particularly  notice  it;  nor  did  I  dis^ 
cr>Ttr  its  real  nature  until  the  morning  of  the  seventh  day  from 
tile  aoc^ent,  vrhen  its  vacdne  character  was  too  evident  tx>  be 
Kiistakeo.  For  two  or  three  days  preoedi^  I  was  restless  and 
thirsty,  my  head  had  ached,  and  my  appetite  for  animal  food 
was  gone  f  but  the  cause  of  this  slight  indisposition  had  not  once 
oecorred  tn  ibe. 

From  this  time  the  vesicle  enlarged,  and  the  inflammation 
spread  in  the  usaal  mtoner.  On  the  ninth  and  ietoih  days'  the 
tumefhetaon  was  considerable  |  the  gland t,  at  the  iinglip,  and  «nder 
the  lower  .)aw>  on  the  same  sidey  were  eweUed  and  paanfol;;  aild» 
on  the  tenth  day,  the  throbbing  pain  in  the  dieek  was  so  violaut 
OS  to  indaee  me  to  oondiide  tfrat  an  abscess  wouki  forai*  Hoiw^ 
ever,  en  the.  fievendi,  all  the  sytaptotns  began  to  abate,  and 
thencefbrward  gradually  subsided  (  and  the  crust  from  the  vetii^ 
cle  exfoliated  on  the  23d  of  the  same  month.  Wishing  the  di»» 
ease  to  purava  its  own  oonrse,  the  oidy  medicine  taken  was  a  lit- 
tle solfrfiateof  magnesia  to  nioderate  the  severity  of  the  fma  im 
die  haul ;  but  no  outward  means  whatever  were  emf^yed^ 

On  riie  Idth  of  Ootober,  or  eighth  day  from  receiving  the  io« 
fecttOA,  th^ee  children  were  vaccinated  from  my  cheek,  mt  the 
infiniMnry>  and  they  idl  took  the  ouw^kml  On  the  23d  c^  Octo- 
ber^'from  a  fine  vesicle  on  the  arm  of  one  of  these  chikhren,  I  vao* 
einated  a  private  patient^  an  infant,  and  she  passed  through  the 
disease  in  a  satislEactory  manner :  And  here,  the  experiments 
ended.  Onthe  whcde^  however^  I  may  be  permitttel  to  o£fer  a 
few  remarks. 

It  is  just  widitn  my  reeollection,  that,  when  a  child,  I  had  tht 
amali-pox  in  die  natural  way,  and,  during  the  oourse  of  my  pro« 
fessionat  Kfe,  andl  the  disoofery  of  vaccination,  I  had  been  fre* 
qoen.tly  caHed  to  attend  on  p^sons  labouring  under  the  inocu* 
kited  and  natural  sra^Jl^pox*  It  is  highly  f»:obable,  therefore^ 
that  my  oonstitotion  was  shielded  i^tnat  the  small-4K>x  conta^ 
gion.  Proof  though  as  it  might  be  against  the  variolous  conta^ 
gion,  it  still  remained  susceptible  of  the  vaccine  infection ;  and 
from  this  fact  an  inference  might  be  drawn  unfavourable  ^o  the 
identity  of  the  two  diseases.  Indeed,  tlte  ph^iom^na  of  the  s  nail* 
pox  and  of  the  cow-^ox  are  not  precisely  the  samei  though,  ^e^ 
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neraHy  speaking,  the  system  is  left  in  the  same  state  hy  both ; 
•nd  hence  an  identity  of  effect  on  the  constitution  may  be  justly 
inferred*  To  ascertain  this  point,  so  many  experiments  have' 
been  instituted,  that  it  cannot  be  any  longer  doubtful.  It  m 
equally  certain  too,  that  the  small*pox  may  occur  twice  in  the 
same  subject ;  and  we  have  seen,  that  a  person  who  has  had  the 
«malI-pox  will  receive  the  cow-pox,  and,  by  possibility,  the  for- 
mer disease  will  supervene  to  tne  latter.  But  such  exceptions  ta 
the  general  course  of  experience  ought  not  to  influence  the  con* 
duct  of  the  practitioner,  who,  on  the  contrary,  wiU  rest  his  daim 
to  success  on  the  aggregate  of  facts,  and  not  on  the  exceptions 
to  it. 


2.  On  the  utility  of  Diutetics  in  Ulcers  situated  on  the  Ufxer  \ 

Extremities.  \ 

Among  the  means  recommended  in  the  treatment  of  ulcers  | 

ntuated  on  the  lower  extremities,  to  whidi  weavers,  and  some^ 
other  labouring  classes  are  more  particularly  inddent,  Sureties 
have  obtwied  a  less  share  of  attention  than  they  seem  to  de* 
serve.    In  ulcers  of  this  description,  which  are  mostly  (^  long-  | 

standing,  oedema  of  the  Umb  is  a  usual  concomitant ;  and,  in 
this  s}rmptdm,  depending  on  the  loss  of  tone,  bandages  give  aa  j 

obvious  and  efficient  support.  I 

In  this  plan  of  treatment  by  bandages,  diuretics/m&  be  found 
a  powerful  auxiliary,  since  they  reduce  the  oedema,  check  the 
further  deposition  of  lymph,  and  facilitate  the  reacquisition  of 
tone  in  the  parts<  If  the  ulcer  should  possess  a  specific  charac- 
ter, its  appropriate  remedy  will  also  form  a  part  of  the  course^ 

In  ulcers  on  the  1^,  attended  with  calbsity,  wUdi  constitute 
a  great  minority  of  such  cases^  the  compound  squiU  pill,  in  the 
dose  of  three  pills,  two  or  three  times  anilay,  is  often  sufficiently 
diuretic;  in  those  cases  where  it  is  not  so,  the  subcarbonate  of 
potash,  and  spirit  of  nitrous  aether,  taken  in  a  drac^ht  of  the 
compound  infusion  of  gentian,  will  seldom  fail  to  increase  the 
secretion  by  the  kidneys  to  the  extent  wished  for  f  and  at  ni^^ 
if  a  still  more  powerful  diuretic  be  required,  the  union  of  mer- 
cury with  squiU  and  digitalis  may  be  added  to  the  business  of 
the  day.  But  out  of  this  uncertain  class  of  remedies,  the  judi- 
cious surgeon  will  choose  for  himself.  In  the  cases  described,  I 
have  fouml  the  production  of  an  increased  flow  of  urine  a  ma- 
teria) improvement  of  their  treatment,  and  as  such  I  recommend 
it  to  the  profession. 

3.  On  the  property  of  Arsenic  in  Cancer. 
The  property  of  arsenic,  taken  interDallyi  of*  allaying  the  paioi 
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of  caxicer  in  the  ulcerated  stage,  is  already  before  the  public. 
In  the  common  cancer,  and  in  that  variety  of  cancer  to  whi<^ 
chimney-sweepers  are  incident,  its  effects  are  nearly  similar*  In 
both  it  improves  the  quality  of  the  discharge  from  the  ulcer,  and 
alleviates  the  pain,  without  inducing  stupor  or  disposition  to 
sleep.  Hence  it  may  be  considered  an  antalgic  rather  than  an 
.anodtfue  in  such  cases. 

Id  the  year  1810,  an  elderly  gentlewoman  took  the  "  liquor  ar- 
senicalis  "  in  a  case  of  cancer  of  the  right  breast»  twice  a  day  for 
three  months.  Mer  sullerings  were  extreme  before  she  entered 
on  this  course ;  soon,  however,  the  arsenic  gave  her  ease,  andf 
with  a  few  exceptions,  kept  her  easy  during  the  remainder  of 
her  life.  These  exceptions  for  the  most  part  took  place  when  the 
tubercles  were  about  to  exfoliate ;  after  the  exfoliation,  the  paia 
again  subsided ;  the  hollow  granulated;  the  granulations  were  flo- 
rid, and  healthy-looking ;  and  the  secretion  from  them  was  puC- 
rulent.  By  these  means,  she  was  kept  very  tolerably  easy,  cchhi- 
pared  with  what  is  usually  sufiered,.  as  she  gradually  sunk ;  nor 
did  she  experience  any  of  those  unpleasant  symptoms,  which  ax9 
said  to  arise  from  the  continued  eiuiibition  of  arsenic 

As  the  pain  in  the  common,  and  in  the  chimney-sweeper^ 
or  soot-cancer,  is  alike  alleviated  by  the  internal  exhibition  of 
ars^c,  may  we  thence  infer  the  identity  of  the  poison  in  these 
two  diseases  ?  If  a  different  cause  can  produce  tiie  same  morbid 
change  of  structure  in  a  part,  there  is  no  difficulty  in  conceive 
ing  a  similarity  of  function  in  the  subsequent  action  of  the  part^ 
however  dissimilar  the  original  cause  might  have  been. 

4.     On  the  Property  rf  Irtm  in  Cancer. 

There  is  a  material  difference  between  curing  a  disease,  and 
alleviating  some  of  its  more  distressing  symptoms.  But  this  dis- 
tinction has  not  always  been  sufficiently  attended  to  in  practice; 
and  hence  a  medicine,  highly  extolled  at  one  time,  has  after- 
wards sunk  into  ne^ect,  though  by  no  means  destitute  of  valu- 
able properties.  Tne  history  of  the  remedies  prescribed  in  can* 
cer,  will  supply  an  exemplification  of  the  validity  of  this  opinion  $ 
It  disease  for  which,  I  believe,  no  cure  is  yet  known  except  its 
excision,  in  the  early  stage,  while  it  is  yet  local,  and  the  systeiQ 
Is  uncontaminated  by  absorption. 

Among  the  remedies  entitled  to  attention,  in  combating  some 
oF  the  symptoms  of  cancer,  are  the  preparations  of  iron ;  and 
to  ascertain  the  extent  of  their  pretensions,  I  selected  two  cases 
cyf  genuine  cancer  of  the  mammae,  advanced  into  the  state  of 
tdcaration.    Ia  each,  the  treatment  was  conducted  agreeaUj  to 


llie  ^gK^fl^m  of  Mr  Caftn!ehMl ,'  tlie  llfecfOt^  sUVf^  wtb 
RirinkKd  With  the  corikiMte  of  iron  $  tHe  tfd^  V^ete  wfi^^  with 
the  sdatkm  of  Mllphftti  of  irod ;  and  A^  ettt'bdAftte  of  iron  Was 
ndfnhiiftt^fed  inteirrially* 

In  the  ftrst  cim.  the  buiDing  sensation  on  the  sUrfkee  witi  nmdk 
aHeviated  $  the  dischar^  became  puyutent  i  the  indurated  fipk 
were  much  lessened ;  and  the  enlarged  axillary^ ^dndi  were  coo«- 
stderably  reduced  in  bulk,  tiere  tne  advanti^  rested,  and  was 
of  short  duradon  ;  a  slough  soon  after  formed  on  the  surface  df 
t^e  uloer^  thepatteht'6  strength  ^unk  rafiidly,  and,  at  herowi^ 
Mtmesit  she  quitted  the  lAfirmai^. 

In  the  second  case,  trebled  precis^fy  as  the  firsts  the  Oiriy  b^ 
nefil  derived  from  the  Use  of  iron «  was  a  mitigatfon  d^  tile  $€»se 
of  boning  spread  over  the  ulderated  surfhce. 

In  the  intenrals  of  my  tisit^,  both  these  ca^es  W^re  treats,  ilt 
my  request,  with  particular  attention  to  itccuracy,  by  Mt  Joseph 
Sitmcan,  the  late  very  respectable  htms^-dUrgeoui  whote  assidui^ 
ty  and  humanity  Co  the  pi^titfits  merit  every  commendadon  It  is 
in  my  power  to  bestow. 

In  estimating  die  value  of  iron  as  a  remedy  Ut  dimcer,  fronk 
thtf  above  two  cases^  it  would  appear,  that  its  assistance  Utight  be 
fDugbt  to  alkviate  the  tormenting  sense  of  heat  dtflbsed-over  tbi 
nicer,  and  as  a  temporary  check  to  the  rapid  advancement  of  the " 
disoase^  But,  according  to  my  experience,  the"  powers  of  ifon, 
in  hbtti  these  respects,  are  mudi  inferior  to  those  of  arsenic.    ' 

B.    A  Cu^  ^  OmJH  Cctfieer.  ■' 

On  the  25th  April  1811,  I  extirpated  a  cancer  from  the  left 
breast  of  a  female  $  it  was  of  six  mmiths  standing,,  painful,  crag- 
gy on  the  surface,  and  incompressibly  hard.  Tne  incision  was 
mdAe  nearly  verHedl ;  a  method  of  operating  that  I  now  prefer, 
tm  h  affords  a  ready  exit  to  the  disdiarge,  and  gives  niore  roolii 
to  follow  the  disease  into  the  axilla,  where  the  diseased  state'of 
the  glandsy  in  that  part,  requires  extirpation.  When  the  incisioli 
]»  kdrmmtaly  the  discharge  will,  df  necessity,  collect  in  the  lowef' 
part,  and  this  foagknent  w31  not  onfy  hinder  union  by  the  ffrst 
intentira,  but  much  retftrd  A^  heidinj^  of  the  wound. 
•  Nothing  unusnid  occurred  in  the  operation.  But,  on  ^xamtin^ 
ifig  thh  tumoot  after  extirjpatidn,  it  appeared  to  consist  of  a  Ao^ 
mogeneom  substance,  of  a  texttrfe  so  hard  as  to  resotnid  wbeii 
ici^ap^  witli  the  scal):)Cl ;  bat  ther^  wei^  nd  ix^htte  baiids^  at  iri' 
Ursecticns  of  any  kind.  .      •        ^ 

■ '.       •       ■        .       •     /..   '  ■         '  '  •    • 

6i    On  iX^  Liqucn' Pifii  j^aUni  tyi  Scrqfida.  ' 

The  mt^pficity  of  remedies  recornmended  in  scrofula,  rsfAe# 


ftefj^la  ihto^Mdit  ^  Amm.  hk^  I  fern  tbe  ht^  u/cofidif 
M  ^^^  as  of  CMOoet o^tt  to  f  anahv  imflubdved,  and  to  stand  aaf  a 
Mproaidi  to  tlie  h^amig  art  NOTertkelasSf  tboii^  the  ponref  to 
^KtuigiRsh  tii«m  ba  denied  bs^  we  have  reason  ta  be  thankful 
Aai  we  canf  do  so  imich  ki  albvisidon  of  the  sufiiHruigs  oS  ov 
felbw  creatiiraiw  In  pqrsuaBce  of  dfcs  okyect,  I  shall  propfne 
10  tbe  considecatkui  of  the  Fajcullyy  the  em^juiBent  of  the 
^  Liquor  Feni  Alkatiai"  of  the  iJondon  Dispetisatpry  of  th^ 
tter  1806.  Tbk  prepavaden  I  hs^ve  empfejred  piretly  wtenttvi^- 
ly  in  scrofula  for  some  time  past ;  and^  from^  mgr  ptesoil  ciKp#- 
neMe,  I  am  lad  to  con^der  it  as  a  viaiuable  aeqakitkNiu  In  mveU 
'iiBgs-<^  the  eoil^iDbategittnds,  axid  in  aBrofuhms  ulbefaftinQ^  H 
which  two  feme  of  the  disease  it  has  been  mostlj  exhibited,  ^ 
patients  bare  derived  iboi^  banefit  from  it,  than  from  any  «lbei^ 
prmaradon  ot  ivo%  or  fi^m  the  cineboiia« 

In  idiainisMrkig^  th«  lii^uor  &rr.  aUc  I  halnp  pU'es^ihec}  it  in 
the  commitk  dose,  kof^efy  diliOed  mtk  watery  two:  or  thoree  thoa) 
a-day,  aeoerding  to  ite  sensible  effects,  increaaiig  or  kaMeantv  ^ 
dose^  so  to  to  piocare  not  more  than  two  evacuMttttist  froan  ^ 
bowels  In  the  eonrse^  of  the  twentyMfonr  honrsi  Besides  it^  opera- 
tion on  the  bowels,  the  kicbi^j^  ace  stimulated  to  an  increased  se- 
cmiiHi,  and  a  conriderabl^  flow  of  urine  is  often  tbc^  eonaequence* 
To  dbese  pik>perties  of  a  diuretic,  and  an  aperient,  belong  i\is^ 
t(B  Umh^  since  the^iq»petite  And  general!  strength  are  msAerkUy 
improved  by  it^ 

A  medieme,  possessed  of  such  aetive  quaHdea  as:  these,^  lis  evi^ 
dently  wdl  adapted  u>  scroftda  ^  and  abo  to  fulfil  the  enrativ« 
iatenticm  in  some  other  diseases  of  debility^  in  which  reKef  ia  to 
be  expected  from  the  union  of  an  evacoim&and  a  toui& 
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VUL 

Oisfrvattons  on  thos0  Accifynt^  commmty  astribei  to  the  ffM  of 
a  Ball.    By  Jqhh  Spence,  M,  D.  Surgeon,  Hqyal  Navy, 

■ 

IHAtnc:  long  had  doubts  respecting  the  alleged  cause  of  those;  ac-^ 
cidenu  that  happen  in  battk^  particularly  on  bg^rd  ship,  frooi 
what  is  generally  termed  the  wind  of  a  shot.  I  wa&in  ]^es»  on 
steing  Mr  Eiis's  ohservatioMi  in  youi^  Journal  for  Jaouaryi  to  have 
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had  tbe  dauseof  those  accidents  more  dearly  elucidated ;  but  fli* 
though  Mr  EiUis  deserves  ererv  praise  for  his  mg^fiious  theory  and 
laudable  investigation  of  a  (^rcumstance  that  requires  more  a^ 
tention  than  has  hitherto  been  giyen  to  it,  and  although  the  si; 
milarityof  tbe  eflects  with  those  of  lightning,  are  in  many  points 
striking,  yet  his  reasoning  does  not  appear  to  me  convincing. 

In  batue  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  those  engaged  can  pay 
attention  to  every  little  passing  circumstance,  therefore  it  must  be 
from  attention  to  the  accident,  and  other  local  circumstances,  that 
'Ve  are  to  learn  the  cause. 

The  sudden  concassicm  or  agitation  of  the  contiguous  atiQos- 
phere,  by  the  rapid  motion  of  such  a  small  bodv  as^  cannon*baII, 
does  not  appear'to  be  sufficient  to  account  for  the  extent  of  injury 
4r>flen  produced^  and  alleged  to  be  from  that  cause  only.    In  all 
the  cases  that  have  fallen  under  my  treatment  and  observation,  I 
think  I  have  be^  abfe  to  account  for  the  cause  more  satisfacto- 
rily to  mysdf ;  and  the  numerous  occurrences  in  every  battle,  g^ 
xamKm^baUs  passing  close  to  the  body,  without  doing  injury^ 
;«hould9  at  least,  induce  us  to  some  investigation,  before  leaving  it 
•ia  a  supposed  cause,  which  may  lead  to  a  careless  treatment, 
'  '  There  are  many  substances,  comparatively  light  of  themselves^ 
<m  board  ship,  such  as  canvas,  rope-yarns,  part  of  the  beddings 
&C.  which,  when  carried  along  with  the  velocity  of  a  ball,  or 
t^eu  driven  but  a  short  way  with  that  force,  are  apt  to  do  conr 
^iderable  injury  by  hitting  the  body,  and,  by  occupying  a  large  or 
ismaH  bulk,  may,  or  may  not,  produce  ext^nal  mark  of  injury. 
I  know^an  officer  who  had  considerable  pain  in  the  loins  fpr  som^ 
time  after  a  battle,,  supposed  to  be  from  the  wind  of  a  shot,  as 
he  was  not  conscious,  of  any  thing  having  hit  him,  and  there  was 
no  external  mark ;  but  the  flakes  of  a  bed  from  the  hammock-knit- 
tings, being  pretty  thick  on  his  coat,  showed  to  me  that  the  pain 
was  produced  by  something  more  dense  than  wind;  and  had  it  been 
the  stomach  that  was  hit,  instead  of  the  back,  I  think  it  very  proba« 
ble  that  officer  would  have  been  killed.     It  is  well  known  that  a 
«mart  blow  on  the  stomach  will  produce  faintness,  and  sometimes 
deprive  a  person  of  life,  without  producing  any  external  mark, 
which  often  happens  with  boys  or  men  fighting;  and  it  has  hap^ 
penedy  that  a  person  has  been  killed  by  the  sudden  push  of  a 
foil,  which  bursted  the  peritonaeum,  without  causing  any  exter- 
nal marki;     Surely  neither  of  these  will  be  imputed  to  the  effects 
of  electric  mattei*.     As  to  its  often  happening  that  the  person  is 
not  conscious  of  having  been  struck  by  any  thing  when  those  in- 
jiiries  are  received,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  when  it  is  knowa 
that  sometimes  a  severe  wound  Js  inflicted,  and  the  person  not 
know  it  unt'd  it  is  pointed  out  to  him,  as  he  gets  faint  by  loss  of 
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blood.  I  knew  a  man  that  was  wounded  with  a  flattened  baD, 
full  two  inches  in  diameter,  which  lodged  deep  in  the  thigh  5  and 
when  getting  faint  with  the  loss  of  blood,  asked  his  officer  fpr 
permission  to  go  to  the  surgeon,  as  he  was  afraid  he  was  wound- 
ed somewhere,  for  he  was  not  able  to  stand.  I  have  also  known 
a  musket-ball  pass  through  a  part  of  the  body,  and  the  person 
not  be  conscious  of  having  been  wounded  until  he  discovered  the 
blood :  and  many  instances  I  have  known,  of  injuries  about  the 
face  discovered  after  an  action,  which  had  not  before  been 
noticed.  I  have  always  imputed  those  little  accidents  to  somq 
light  substance  having  been  broi^ht,  with  great  velocity,  in  con- 
tact with  the  face:  but  in  what  way  they  occurred,  whether  from 
the  wind  of  a  shot,  part  of  the  ship's  material,  electric  matter,  or 
latent  cak)ric  developed,  I  believe  it  will  be  difficult  for  the  in- 
dividual to  ascertain  in  time  of  action  at  sea.  As  to  the  negative 
circumstances,  which  occur  Against  the  opinion  of  the  wind  of  a 
shot,  or  even  electricity  or  latent  caloric  being  the  cause  of 
those  accidents,  the  instances  are  very  numerous  of  shot  passing 
very  close  to  the  body  without  doing  any  injurv.  In  those  cases, 
I  suppose,  there  is  nothing  carried  along  with  the  ball ;  for  the 
jacket  or  trowsers,  and  even  the  waistcoat,  is  sometimes  torn, 
without  the  skin  being  injured,  and  even  buttons  are  torn  from  the 
clothes  by  a  ball ;  but  this  cannot  be  wondered  at  when  we  know 
that  a  button  may  be  struck  oif  a  coat,  by  a  smart  blow  with  the 
end  of  a  ramrod«  often  without  the  person  perceiving  it,  and  no 
one  will  think  of  imputing  this  to  the  attractive  power  of  electri- 
city. I  knew  an  instance  of  a  shot  which  passed  through,  both  sides 
of  tlie  cabin  of  a  frigate,  and  in  its  course  struck  a  store-room  key, 
(a  common-sized  door  key),  that  was  lying  loose,  with  one  half  of 
it  exposed  behind  a  looking-glass,  at  the  side  of  the  cabin.  The 
key  was  bent  considerably  without  being  moved  from  its  place, 
neither  did  the  glass  receive  the  slightest  injury.  A  dollar  has 
been  known  to  have  been  broken  in  many  pieces  in  the  pocket, 
by  a  musket*  ball,  without  the  person  receiving  any  injury. 

Why  should  not  every  cannon-ball  that  carries  away  a  limb,  or 
wounds  the  body,  bring  along  with  it  its  other  baneful  influence  I 
If  tlie  cause  is  produced  by  the  velocity^  it  cannot  be  supposed 
that  hitting  the  body  in,  passing  can  have  impeded  much  of  the 
velocity ;  and  there  are  numerous  wounds  by  cannon-balls,  where 
no  other  part  is  injured  but  what  has  been  in  actual  contact  with 
the  ball. 

There  is  what  is  termed  the  brush  of  a  ball,— that  is,  a  ball 
having  passed  so  near,  as  actually  to  touch  the  clothes,  and 
neither  tear  them  nor  the  skin.     This  generally  produces  a 
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Rmnbness^  swelRng,  and  inflamniatioii,  more  or  less,  aocbrdihg  to 
die  part  that  ha9  been  rubbed,  and  if  not  early  attendied  to,  is  apt 
to  produce  extensive  injnry.  I  knew  a  case  of  the  kind,  where 
the  person  bang  fool-hartiy,  and  wishing  to  brave  it,  would  nol 
Be  by  from  his  usual  duty,  until  he  was  not  able  to  perform  it ; 
<he  whole  gluteus  muscfe  became  sphacelous,  and  ultimately  was 
flie  cause  of  his  being  dischai^ed  from  the  service.  Ana  as  ft 
person  is  apt  to  be  struck  down  by  a  sudden  touch  on  the  stomaehi 
Anany  of  the  injuries  may  be  imputed  to  the  fall ;  for  mstance,  n 
Hmb  m^ht  be  fractured.  I  have  known  such  an  occurrence,  by 
simply  faOing  on  the  deck. 

As  to  the  feet  of  cantion-balk  canying  light  substances  alon^ 
with  them,  they  so  very  seldom  stick  in  tne  body,  I  have  had  no 
opportunity  to  ascertain  positively  that  they  do ;  but  with  gt?ape- 
dhot,  canister-shot,  and  musket  Imlls,  I  have  had  ample  tesdmo* 
iiy ;  and  I  think  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  cannon^ balb 
clo  also,  from  the  many  pieces  carried  away  where  the  shbt  have 
Kit  or  passed  through  ;  and  tt  is  also  pretty  evident  on  sweeping 
the  decks  after  a  battle.  And  if  this  should  take  place  on  board 
iHiip,  why  not  also  on  shore,  where  wadding  is  used  of  various 
materials,  and  a  baH  may  have  to  aicounter,  in  its  passage^ 
ilhrubs,  crass,  land,  mud,  &c.  ^ 

That  soft  substances  carried  with  great  velocity  wiQ  break  a 
llbib,  I  readily  bdteve.  I  knew  a  person,  in  bathing,  who  fell 
firom  a  considerable  height  flat  on  the  #ater  j  the  breast,  bdfy j' 
and  thighs,  were  as  blade  as  if  he  had  been  beaten  with  a  stick. 

With  regard  to  Ae  pulverizing'  of  the  bones,  as  no  instance 
of  that  circumstance  has  come  to  my  knowledge^  nor  to  any  of 
my  acquaintance^  I  can  say  nothing  respecting  it ;  neither  can  I 
bring  it  to  my  ideas,  that  it  could  be  effected  by  the  brush  ef  a 
Iwdl.  An  other  incidents,  I  think,  liiight  be  imputed  to  ittecha- 
irieal  force  only.'  I  may  be  mistaken,  but  1  am  wdl  convinced 
there  are  no  accidents  which  require  to  be  more  narrowly  watck^ 
cd  than  those  supposed  to  have  happened^  from  the  wind  of  * 
ihot.  Itiflammation  frequently  supervenes,  and,  if  not  early 
checked  by  bleedhrg,  purging^  and  other  antiphlogisties,  it  will 
tim  rapidly  to  gangrene. 

These  few  unconnected  remarks  may  perhaps  induce  9ome# 
Whose  experience  and  knowledge  of  the  phenomenon  have  beeii 
thore  extensive,  to  throw  more  light  on  tnis  doubtful^  subject.^ 

JOmfermUne^  Feb.  1 8  >2. 
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IX 

Bqpmi  (f  the  Board  (f  Health  at  ^eoh  tKw*,  <w  jfi*^  YeUofm  Rver 
atPeHh-Amboy,  Cormnunicated,  whh  a  Prefatory  Lettei*,  by 
C  Chisholm,  M.  D.  BristoL 

Dear  Sir, 
T  HAVE  lately  received  from  a  friend  at  New-Yorfc,  a  copy  d 
^  the  report  of  a  committee  of  pliysicaans,  ordered  by  the 
Board  of  Health  of  the  State  to  inquire  into  the  evidences  of  the 
existence  of  yellow  fever  (malignant  peslflential)  in  the  cky  of' 
Perth- Amboy  in  New- Jersey,  m  September  laet.  There  are 
some  circtimstances  in  this  report,  of  a  nature  which  merits  the 
attention  of  those  who  are  sedulous  in  the  development  of  truth, 
and  whose  minds  have  been  directed  to  the  establishment  of  the 
fact,  of  the  origin  of  the  pestilential  fever  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  in  imported  infection.  The  consideration  of  these 
has  induced  me  to  believe,  that  the  insertion  of  the  report  in  the 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  may  be  acceptable  to  you,  and  to 
the  description  of  your  readers  I  have  alluded  to.  I  therefore 
have  much  pleasure  in  transmitting  it;  and  I  avail  myself  of  the 
opportunity  my  doing  so  furnishes,  to  take  leave  to  point  out  two 
or  three  of  the  most  prominent  of  the  circumstances  which  have 
more  particularly  engaged  my  attention.  One  is  the  positive  rer 
fusal  of  the  medical  health  officers  to  form  a  part  of  the  commit* 
tee,  although  requested  so  to  do  by  the  Board  qf  Health ;  and 
the  almost  positive  refusal  oS  the  oifficer  more  immediately  em- 
jdoyed  in  the  preservation  of  the  city  of  New^York  from  import* 
cd  infection,  to  give  the  committee  that  information,  which  it  wa^ 
bis  duty  to  communicate,  and  which  might  have  &o  essentially 
4k>ntributed  to  the  welfare  of  the  public.  You  will  recollect,  that 
-on  an  occasion  precisely  similar,  this  very  physician,  Dr  Rod- 
gers,  conducted  himself  in  precisely  the  same  manner.  The  mo- 
tives to  this  extraordinary  conduct,  and  the  pernicious  conse- 
<)uences  resulting  from  it,  I  have  stated  in  my  letter  to  Dr  Hay- 
garth, to  which  1  begto  refer.  Anotherprorain^ntcircumstanceis, 
the  elucidation  of  the  fact  of  imparted  infection,  obtained  through 
the  candour  and  liberality  of  gentlemen  at  ^^mboy,  who,  from  a 
correct  and  judicious  performance  of  their  ciyil  and  medical  du* 
ties,  had  been  able  to  trace  the  origin,  progress,  and  character  of 
the  evil.  I  moi^e  particularly  wish  to  lean  on  this  circumstance, 
i}ecaui>e  it  points  out  the  eminent  importance  to  a  community,  q^ 
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possessing  men  who,  from  principle,  will  discharge  the  duties  of 
good  citizens  ;  whilst  it  exhibits  the  destructive  consequences  of 
placing  in  situations  of  high  trust  and  responsibility,  men  who, 
to  serve  the  sinister  purposes  of  a  party,  avoid  the  investigation 
of  truth,  communicate  false  colouring  to  it,  or  employ  the  mean$ 
of  subterfuge  aud  prevarication,  to  divert  the  public  attention 
from  it.     I  am  not  too  severe  in  these  animadversions.     Severity 
to  the  guilty  becomes  safety  to  the  innocent.     And  having,  on  a 
former  occasion  (Letter  to  Dr  Haygarth)  used  full  freedom  of  re- 
fnark,  without,  hitherto,  any  attempt  at  refutation  of  |the  pre- 
mises on  which  I  founded  it,  I  have  a  right  to  believe  I  acted  on 
sound  principle,  in  relation  to  the  public  and  myself.     Another 
circumstance  deserving  particular  notice,  is,  that  the  locality  of 
Perth- Amboy,  excludes  all  peculiar  causes  of  disease,  such  as 
marsh  exhalations,  reflected  beat,  imperfect  ventilation,  &c.  In  the 
course  of  my  military  medical  duties  during  the  revolutionary 
war  in  North  America,  I  often  resided  at  Amboy  for  weeks  at  a 
time,  and  have  consequently  a  perfect  knowledge  of  its  situation. 
The  fact  of  imported  infection  is  therefore  the  more  firmly  esta- 
blished. 

Before  I  leave  you  to  the  perusal  of  the  report,  permit  me  to 
inquire,  whether  you  have  been  in  the  habit  of  receiving  and 
reading  my  friend  Dr  Hosack's  Medical  and  Philosophical  Re- 
gister of  New- York.  Dr  Hosack,  seeing  the  extremely  pernici- 
ous tendency  of  the  promulgation  of  a  doctrine,  which  has  ior 
its  sole  object  the  exclusion  of  infection  from  every  instance  of 
fever  in  the  United  States  of  America,  whether  such  exclusion 
was  manifested  by  truth,  or  supported  by  falsehood,  determined 
on  diflFusing  a  pure  and  uncontaminated  knowledge  of  the  matter 
of  fact,  and  by  fair  and  unsophisticated  representation,  present- 
ing his  countrymen  with  the  power  and  option  of  acting  decid- 
iedly  and  judiciously  for  their  own  preservation.  By  thjis  with- 
drawing the  mask  from  the  propagators  of  a  most  destructive 
theory— by  thus  disabusing  the  honest  credulity  of  his  fellow-ci- 
tizens,— it  is  evident  he  may  be  the  means,  under  Heaven,  of 
conveying  to  them  a  benefit  of  incalculable  importance.  He  has 
entered  the  lists  armed  with  truth  and  rectitude  of  intention,  and 
Vvith  a  consequent  boldness  and  strengtli  of  attitude  and  feature, 
that  hitherto,  as  they  ought,  render  him  invincible ;  and  every 
lover  of  humanity  will  wish  to  borrow  the  sublime  imagery  of  tlie 
hpostle,  that  therewith  he  shall  be  able  to  quench  all  the  fiery 
darts  of  the  wicked.     I  remain,  &c. 

^    Bristol,  Upper  Berkely  FLce,\  p  rwiRMoiiif 

*      Januari,  10,  1812.  5  ^'  ^^^s^^^- 
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'    Board  of  HeaWi^  SepteinfKr  \^th^  1811* 

Present — 'The  Honourable  Dewitt  Ci/INTon,  Presid«it.— -rf/- 
dermen^  Mesier,  Carpenter,  Fish,  C.  Pell,  Cunningham,  Buck- 
master,  J.  Pell,  Dickinson,  Hoogland,  Torrey*— X)^^>r5,  Mil- 
ler, Bayley,  and  Douglass. 

Xnformation  leaving  been  given  to  the  Board,  that  a  dangerous, 
**-  malignant)  and  infectious  fever  now  prevails  at  the  city  of 
Amboy,  in  Neiw-Jersey^  it  was  resolved  that  it  be  recommended 
to  his  honour  the  Mayor  to  issue  his  proclamation,  interdicting 
all  communiqition  between  the  said  city  of  Amboy  and  this  city. 

Resolved  also,  that  a  xx>mmittee  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
the  Heakh-CMScer  at  the  Quarantine  Ground,  and  obtain  from 
him,  and  from  such  other  sources  as  they  shall  judge  advisable^ 
information  of  the  existence  of  the  said  disease,  and  other  facts 
deemed  necessary  by  them ;  and  report  with  all  convenient  speed 
to  this  Board. 

Resolved,  that  the  committee  appointed  be,  Dr  Joseph  Bayley^ 
Dr  John  H.  Douglass,  of  this  Board,  and  Dr  David  Hosack  of 
this  city ;  and  that  the  health- officer,  Dr  Rodgers,  be  associated 
with  tlieou 
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Present — The  Honourable  Dewitt  Clinton,  President — Al^ 
dermen,  Mesier,  Carpenter,  Dickinson,  Cunningham,  Hoog- 
land, Buckmaster,  C.  Pell,  and  J.  PellL — Poctors,  Jones,  Mil- 
ler, Bayley,  and  Douglass. 

The  minutes  of  the  meeting  of  the  16th  were  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  health-of&cer,  and 
to  ascertain  the  facts  rejecting  thie  disease  prevailing  at  Amboy, 
presented  the  following  report ;  which  was  approved,  "and  ordered 
to  be  entered  on  the  mi^ut^. 

Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  hy  the  Board  of  Healthy  to  in* 
vestigate  the  Nature  and  Origin  of  the  Disease  nont)  prevailing 
at  Perth' Amboy^  New-Jef^sey,  addressed  to  the  President  arid 
Members  of  the  Board ; — 

Gentleaien, 

Agreeably  to  the  instructions  conveyed  by  the  resolution  of 
the  Board  of  Health,  we  yesterday  proceeded  to  Perth- An^boy, 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaimng  information  relative  to  the  nature 
and  origm  of  the  disease  at  present  prevailing  in  that  city.  The 
health-officer,  Dr  Rodgers,  having  been  appointed  with  us  a 
ipember  of  the  committee,  we.  waited  on  him  at  Staten- Island, 
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with  the  hope  %hal»  as  he  imA  he^  at  ktmii^y^  ttid  had  seen 
aone  of  Ifaose  jiepBons  who  imd  died  »f  the  diseitts^,  life  wffpiA 
hscve  hsd  k  teiits  pow^  to  fiintiyi  tjbena^MnMtjon  i\QqiMfed«  mid 
peiliaps  littiidered  our  visit  Bt  Amboy  mnneoc^gsairy  i  ImA  m  €ase 
jbe  should  not  be  in  possession  of  .^  fads  y^khwfiviA  be^* 
pected  by  the  Board  of  Health,  to  request  him,  as  a  member  of 
the  cotnmittee,  to  accompany  lis  fot  the  put!ptm  of  indk^  tiit 
necessary  inquiries.  Upon  out  arrival  0t  tw  QttaraiUMie  Otound, 
we  accordin^y  stated  to  the  health-officer,  that  inforniAtiojn  iaJL 
been  received  by  the  Board  of  Health,  of  the  )>revalenee  af  «ti 
infectious  disease  at  Perth*  Amixiiy,  which  had  eiccked  oowoder* 
a!ble  darm  amons/tfae  citizens  of  New* York;  TWt  in  eiawse- 
qu^ce  of  diis  in^rmatioh,  the  Mayor  had  tfion^t  it  neeossary 
to  tissue  his  proclamation),  interdicting  t^  ^eonansanicad^i  bi* 
t^een  the  two  places,  and  that  the  Bdard  of  Heakh  had  uppoint^ 
ed  a  committee,  for  the  putpose  ^  inquirii^  jmo  the  bdls  ^ 
this  sul^ect ;  That  Dr  Miller,  the  resident  physician,  had  beeai 
requested  1^  the  Bo^rd  to  l?e  a  member  of  the  ooiamittee,  irat^ 
owing  to  unavoidable  engagements,  he  had  declined  the  appoint- 
ment :  Hiat  thereupon  they 'considered  it  ex^dient^o  reqaest  the 
health-ol&cer  to  perform  that  duty ;  and,  understanding  ikmt  be 
had  already  been  at  Amboy,  and  had  expressed  an  opinion  of  the 
nature  of  the  disiea^,  t^ty  h^d  been  in  ^siD^aiionrjof  receiving 
fj^am  hjm  m  o0icia|  ^ta^et^ent  pf  t^e  facjts  that  wepe  now  spi^bt 
£E^%--^Pr  Rodgers  replied^  ^^  tW  he  did  not  consider  the  Board 
|Bf  haying  any  right  to  eocjifedb  a  commonicatlon  frox^n  him,  rela^ 
tive  to  a  lever  at  Amboy. " — We  then  observed^  that  as  a  eonstant 
communication  existed  between  Amboy  and  New- York,  and 
that,  as  the  disease  might  be  conyfeyedl:6  the  latter  diy,  they  ex* 
pected  from  bim^  as  the  centinel  at  the  outrpost,  every  infeirma* 
tion  in  his  power  to  communicate;  and  that,  by  a  resolution  of 
the  Board,  they  certainly  did  eicpect  tfhot  be  would  also  commu* 
nitate  to  u&  the  facts  that  had  come  to  his  knowiedge.^^Dr  Rodr 
gers  then  stated,  ^^  that  when  this  disease  might  cofne  nnder  his 
review  lat  the  Quarantine  Groundt  he  should  ^jm^x  it  his 
liuty  l9  wake  such  ooramuniication,  but  wt  uU  thenj  ^  and  ad^ed^ 
^*  yo^  had  b^te^j  gj^tleaaen^  proceed  to  Amboy  to  seek  informa- 
tion for  yourselves :  "  that  his  duty  djd  not  permit  him  to  acoom- 
pany  us ;  that  he  should  go  again  to  Amboy  tormorrow,  and  pay 
9  visit  of  friendship,,  as  his  two  former  visits  bad  been,  but  shouKI 
pot  go  in  an  official  capacity.  We  then  expressed  the  hope^ 
iJiat  if  he  did  not  think  it  proper  to  atxompany  us,;  that  he  wonW 
favour  us  with  his  opinion  of  the  niUnre  of  the  disease,  and  the 
facts  relative  to  its  origin.  This  also  he  declined  5  observing, 
?*  that  he  was  delicately  situated,  and  did  not  wish  <to  express  to 
VLs  an  opinion  on  this  subject. "     We  then  asked  him  if  he  ha^ 
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130A  ^  dbe  BoanOf  tad  lliat  we  'would  baM.  for  it  on  our  retura 
fi)oin  i&inbDj^.  Tfais  he  mlao  begg^ed  hmve  to  incline;  addu)g^» 
faoNvever)  t^aC.if  the  SosErd  of  Heddi  wjouU  do  Um  the  honour 
to  addnasi  him  b  latter  sla^iaag  the  points  on  which  they  wished 
HifiMnD«ti<»9  he  wmdd  •answer  dieir  questions^  We  tla^n  read  to 
hMk  Am  re^ohi^tiorit  jof  die  Board,  reqaestmg  us  ito  obtata  ftQtn 
the  hcttlthtottcer  such  mfcNrmatioA  as  iie  possessed  on  this  sd>- 
ject  $  and  addad,  lihat  we  considered  the  appikatioQ  conyeped  kj 
the  present  resokitioB^  as  soScteatly  re^seot&l  and  e^xpressive  dT 
the  wishes  of  the  Board,  for  him  to  communictte  the  ii^ormatioa 
nq^pettied :  He,  hosrever,  persisted  in  dediuiiiigto  ex(»*ess  to  us, 
acooHaktee  Aroia  Ae  Bpard,  either  mrbaily  i&r  in  vi^ting,  aa]r 
ofdniaii  on  this4atbject,  mpeodog  ^^  that  his  «itMatkm  was  a  verjr 
deiipate  one. ''  We  tiwn  observed,  tiiat  we  hiid  understood  be 
bad  pubhcly  expmssed  his  opinion,  at  Atnbc^,  of  the  nature  of 
the  fe^ar  forEwSiiag  d^ane :  He  acknohvkd^iQd  he  had  visited  Mr 
JCearaey  at.  Ambojr,  that  he  had  aisoseen  Mr  Compton,  a«>d  that 
bedid^xynaeBs  to  die  two  plmicians  of  that  place,  «id  in  pre- 
eenoe  af  a  third  person,  that  Mr  Keanney^s  caae  was  that  of  ^^  ma^ 
hf^^iant  &V&C  of  the  bi^best  grade.  ^  As  the  term  mafignant 
fever  appeared  to  us  of  arobigji<»i5  import,  mt  next  inquired  if 
h«49MBidened  the  fisver  referred  to  as  the  yMmfaoer  ?  To  thic 
quesdoa  he  answ^aned,  he  disliked  the  term  yelknt) fevers  coiftsideiv 
\mg  it  an  ioiproper  one  $  but  admitted  that  the  diseasas  was  suck 
as  would  by  many  persona  be  denominated  yeUaw  fever,  and 
particalarly  naeotioned,  that  ihe patient  had  the  ^^^^  and  v^** 
l0ss>  sUn.  We  next  asked  him  if  Mr  KearniBy  had  had  the  Uaek 
vamitP  to  dus  he  replied  in  the  affirmative ;  but  that  in  the  oth^ 
OMe  the  etoioach  was  not  so  much  a&oted :  He  also  atatal,  that 
Mr  Kiearaey  had  bean  subfect  to  attacks  of  bilicmsfeoer^  and  that* 
upon  this  Uaeoecasion,  he  had  been  very  much  fatigued,  and  prior 
to  his  attack,  had  been  exposed  to  the  min  without  an  uaibrella* 
We  repeated  our  pequest,  dnt  be  would  acecHnpany  us  on  owe 
visit;  but  he  agaiadedining  to  comply  ^vith  our  wishes,  weeonai^ 
/derad  our  conferanoe  9t  aa  end.  Wie  immediately  prooeeded  to 
Ambpy,  and  called  upon  Mr  Daniel  Berrem,  the<x»llec(0r  of  the 
port^  a^d  Dr  Matiiaaiel  Mannings  thephysidan  who  had  ^ttend^ 
^d  on  all  those  who  had  been  attacked  with  the  disease.  The 
otber  physician  being  out  of  town,  we  had  no  opportunity  of 
conversiog  with  hiai.  Dr  Manning  informed  us,  that  he  had  bst 
four  patients  widi  a  £ever  whid),  from  its  peoiliar  syoiptoma  and 

Seat  laovtoiity ,  he  consideredto  be  the  y dlow  fever :  that  although 
\  had  been  two  years  and  a  half  a  practitioner  at  Perthr  Amboy^ 
and  his  partner,  Dr  Freemaoj  had  practised  medieine  in  the  aame 
pi^ce  maiur  yoars  beibrc  him^  and  both  bad  been  familiarly  con* 
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Tcrsfliii  with' the  fevers  wfaicii  ivdtiiflirily  prevaii  in  diat  city  aiid  its 
vicinity,  parttcularly  the  bilious  remitteht,  yel  that  they  Imd  never 
before  the  present  season,  met  with  any  fever  attended  with  the 
symptoms  of  that  6(  whidi  their  late  patients  had  died,  and  with 
which  others  at  that  time  were  afiected ;  and,  as  farther  evidence, 
Dr  Manning  remar<ked,  that  at  that  very  time  he  had  patients 
ill  of  both  diseases,  each  exhibiting  its  characteristic  symptoms, 
and  invited  us  to  see  them.  He  also  stated,  that  our  health  offi- 
cer, Dr  Rodgers,  had  visited  with  him  two  of  the  first  cases, 
and  had  pronounced  them  as  decided  cases  of  the  yellow  fever 
as  he  had  ever  seen* 

Dr  Manning  then  gave  us  an  account  of  those  persons  who,  ia 
his  opinion,  had  died  of  the  yelbw  fever ;  namely,  James  Comp- 
ton,  who  was  attacked  on  the  7th,  and  died  on  the  10th  instant  i 
— ^James  Kearney,  attacked  on  the  9th,  and  died  on  the  14th  ;«— 
Joseph  Compton,  attacked  on  the  11th,  and  died  on  the  15th  ; 
and  Mrs  Croweli,  also  attacked  on  the  1 1th,  and  died  on  the  15th« 
He  observed  that  a  Mrs  Marsh,  an  elderly  lady,  died  yesterday 
morning,  the  17th,  after  a  week's  illness ;  but  her  disease  did  n(^ 
appear  to  be  characterized  by  the  same  symptoms  that  had  dis- 
tinguished the  cases  of  the  first  persons  that  have  heea  mention- 
ed.    The  first  four,  he  remarked,  were  all  seized  with  severe 
pain  in  the  head,  back,  and  limbs,  attended  with  a  highly  inflam- 
ed state  of  the  eyes.     On  the  second  or  third  day  the  skin,  eispe- 
oially  about  the  neck  and  breast,  became  yellow,  which  colour 
gradually  extended  over  the  greater  part  of  their  bodies;  and,  in 
all,  the  stomach  was  v^ry  much  aflected  with  a  sense  of  heat  or 
burning,  and  rejected  almost  every  thing  received  into  it;  which 
i^mptoms  he  had  never  found  associated  in  the  ordinary  autunir 
lial,  or  any  other  fevers  in  that  placeor  neighbourhood.  We  asked 
him  particularly,  if  he  had  seen  Mr  Kearney  in  any  of  his  former 
attacks  of  fever,  to  which  he  had  been  subject  in  the  autumn,  a^ 
before  related  to  us  by  Dr  Rodgers  ?    He  replied,  he  had  been 
his  physidan  in  two  such  attacks,  and  that  his  disease  exhibited 
the  ordinary  characters  of  our  common  autumnal  remittent  fever, 
and  was  totally  different  from  the  inflammatory  symptoms  with 
which  he  was  attacked  in  his  last  illness.     He  particularly  re- 
marked, that  Mr  Kearney  threw  off  a  great  quantity  of  black 
matter,  resembling  coffee  with  the  grounds,  and  mixed  with 
other  portions  in  we  form  of  flakes.     Wenext  asked  Dr  Man- 
ning tor  his  opinion  relative  to  the  origin  of  this  extraordinary 
disease.     He  replied  that  there  was  but  one  opinion,  either  witn 
the  inhabitants  or  physicians,  namely,  that  it  was  derived  firom 
some  of  the  West  India  vessels,  which  had  been  lying  at  the 
wharves  j  observing,  however,  that  the  brig  Ocean,  from  St  Bar- 
tholomews, was  the  vessel  which  thp  inhaoitanta  in  ^eoeral  sup* 
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posed  to  have  introduced  it.  The  town  we  observed  to  be  re- 
markably elevated ;  the  soil  chiefly  composed,  of  sand  ;  free  from 
all  lodgments  of  water ;  the  streets  wide ;  and  the  houses,  for 
the  most  part,  spacious,  and  at  a  considerable  dktance  from 
each  other ;  and  the  whole  town  ej^hibiting  an  uncommon  de- 
gree of  cleanline.«s.  Dr  Manning  also  informed  us,  that  there 
were  no  local  causes  to  which  this  calamity  could  possibly  be  re- 
ferred, and  that  it  could  only  be  accounted  for  as  arising  from 
intercourse  with  the  vessels  at  the  wharves ;  and  that  the  citizens 
were  so  perfectly  convinced  of  this  fact,  that  they  had  ordered 
them  to  be  removed  to  the  stream.  He  further  stated,  )hat,Mr 
Kearney  and  the  two  Mr  Comptons  had  all  been  frequently  on 
board  the  brig  Occan^  and  another  vessel  lying  along  side  of  her, 
the  ship  Favourite^  from  the  Havanna,  both  of  whicn  vessels  had 
come  consigned  to  Mr  Kearney. — He  also  observed,  that  Mr 
Joseph  Compton  had  not  only  been  on  board  of  the  vessels  at  the 
wharves,  but  that  he  had  sat  up  with  his  brother  James,  during 
his  illness.  Mrs  CroweD,  the  fourth  person  mentioned,  was  the 
wife  of  a  ship-carpenter,  who  resides  at  the  head  of  the  wharf, 
within  60  yards  of  the  said  vessels.  Dr  Manning  also  stated, 
th|it  Mrs  Crowell  was  so  near  to  the  vessels,  that  upon  one  of 
them  (the  Ocean)  having  her  bilge  water  pumped  out,  she  was 
made  very  sick  by  the  smell  of  it,  the  wind  blowing  directly  to- 
wards the  house,  and  into  her  apartments,  and  that  she  herself, 
during  her  illness,  frequently  declared  to  her  physician  and 
friends,  that  in  her  opinion  she  had  thus  taken  the  disease.  It 
will  be  readily  observed,  that  the  same  wind  which  blew  the  ef- 
fluvia of  the  oilge  water,  would  also  convey  the  poisonous  vapour 
from  the  adjoining  vessel.  Having  received  this  information 
from  Dr  Manning,  we  accompanied  him  in  his  visit  to  five  of 
his  patients  whom  he  considered  to  be  the  most  dangerously  ilL 
We  united  with  him  in  opinion,  in  pronouncing  three  of  those, 
Tiz.  Miss  Ann  Taylor,  Captain  James  Baynon,  and  Mr  Voorhees, 
to  be  decided  cases  of  yell(m fever.  The  diseases  of  the  two  others, 
Mr  Sempl^  and  Mr  Kane,  were  readily  distinguished  as  thecww- 
t«on  bilious  remittent  of  autumn.  The  alarming  situation  of  Miaa 
Taylor  particularly  arrested  our  attention,  although  this  was  the 
second  day  of  her  illness  j  her  symptoms  (so  peculiar  are  th^ 
features  ot  this  disease)  were  of  a  character,  that  declared  her  to 
be  in  the  most  imminent  danger ;  and  with  all  the  kind  assistance 
she  receives  from  her  amiable  sisters^  and  the  skill  of  an  attentive 
physician,  we  have  too  much  reason  to  fear  that  she  must  soon 
be  numbered  among  the  victims  of  this  deadly  disease.  Miss 
Taylor  resides  some  distance  from  the  source  of  infection,  but, 
on  inquiry,  we  found  that  she  had  been  uuibrtunotely  in  the 
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nc^IibomrfKsted  of  tbe  v€6se}s,  by  frequenilj'  Tisitnig  a' friend  ia 
llie  hottse  adjoining  to  that  in  wlucfa  Mrs  Crow€U  lay  ill  «eu| 
4kd,  an^  that  too  at  the  v^y  time  of  Mrs  CroweU's  illness*  We 
learned  ako^  th^t  tbe  otb^  persons  taken  HI,  had  he^n  esjposeil 
cfd»er  directly  by  being  on  board  tbe  vessels,  or  by  visiting  tho^^ 
vho  ^v!ere  ill  of  the  disease.  Many  other  persons,  Dr  Manning 
mforms  ias«  had  been  j«st  seized  with  fever,  but  so  recently,  that 
he  would  not  yet  undertake  to  pronounce  on  tbe  character  of  ^a 
^fisease.  Our  attention  was  also  directed  to  the  vessels  supposed 
to  have  introduced  the  fever.  For  this  pwrpose,  we  apf^ied  tp 
the  collec^r  of  the  port,  who  furnished  us  with  the  roIk>wing 
ftets. — llmt  twelve  vessels  bad  arrived  at  that  port  ft-om  the 
\lesX  Indies,  since  the  1st  day  of  Jiiuie»  That  many  others  ha4 
arrived  from  Ireland^  AiH  of  passengers,  in  a  roost  filthy  condi- 
Ibon,  but  remarkably  healthy*  He  then  informed  us^  that  thq 
br%  Ocean^  the  vessel  at  first  suspected,  arrived  at  the  ^harf  oa 
the  4th  September,  from  Bartholoinews;  that  she  was  laden  with 
rem,  s»gar„  molasses  and  colfee;  that  four  or  five  days  after  her 
^imval  she  began  to  discharge  her  cargo.  The  mastcfr,  Captaia 
$kiit<m,  bduig  in  ]New-York,  we  had  no  opportunity  of  oteain^ 
ir^  any  information  from  him*  The  Collector  stated,  that  Mr 
Kearney,  as  the  oo^igpee,  was  frequently  in  the  hold  of  the  ves-^ 
seL  Cap£aifl  Little,  a  passenger  in  tbe  Ucean,  informed  us>  tha( 
iier  crew  hsii  been  heaUhy^  but  admitted  that  her  bilge  water  was 
in  a  very  o&nsive  state',  and  that,  in  this  r^pect,  she  was  a  filthy 
sesseU  but  not  more  so  than  West  India  traders  in  general  Mr 
Ppnrein  next  stalled,  that  the  ship  F(ffocmn^e^  ^ames  Stuart  master^ 
the  other  suspected  vf^ssel,  arrived  from  the  Havanna,  and  came 
to  the  dock  on  tlie  SOth  August,  and  was  also  consigned  to  the 
late  Mr  Kearney,  and  that  she,  with  the  otiier  vessels,  was  re* 
Bioved  to  the  stream  on  Sunday  last;  he  added,  that  Mr  Kearney^ 
the  consignee,  and  the  two  Mr  Coo^^ons,  had  been  sjso  frequent- 
ly on  board  of  this  vesseL  Captain  Stuart  being  in  Amboy,  wa 
availed  ourselves  of  tbe  opportunity  of  conversing  with  him,  re« 
iaitive  to  the  state  of  his  vessel.  He,  with  great  frankness,  gave 
\g»  every  information  we  requested.  He  stated,  that  he  first  went 
|o  North  Carolina,  from  Perth- Amboy ;  that  he  next  proceeded  to 
Falmouth,  (Jamaica),  and  from  thence  to  the  Havanna,  and  that 
iie  hadxbrought  the  crew  all  back  with  him  in  a  ^ate  of  health  | 
that  they  had  all  been  several  voyages  to  the  Havanna,  some  three^ 
four,  and  five  voyages,  and  were  all  well  seasoned  to  the  West 
India  climate:  he  also  acknowledged  that  it  was  very  sickly  at  the^ 
Havanna  Ufkm  he  was  thetx.  Upon  questioning  him  relative  to 
|iis  vessel,  he  also  very  candidly  stated,  that  his  ballast  had  not 
|bc^>  shifted  from  th^e  time  he  left  ^mboy  to  this  day.    Such  ajr^ 


tBlii  tm^  YeBM  finer  at  P&ih'jlm6e^  V7% 

are  the  facts  we  have  been  enabled  to  obtain  on  this  subject,  and 
which  we  beg  leave  to  present  to  the  Board  without  delay.  As 
it  has  been  made  our  duty  to  express  an  opinion  of  the  na- 
ture and  origin  of  the  disease  in  question  ^  we  feel  no  hesitaticm 
in  saying,  Jlrst^  that  the  disease,  in  our  opinion,  is  that  commoih- 
ly  known  and  described  as  the  Ydlow  Fever;  and  secondly,  that 
it  hsis  been  satisfactorily  traced  to  one  of  the  two  last  raentiomedl 
vessels^  arriving  from  the  West  ladies,  and  that  it  has  most  pro- 
h^H  been  derived  fr6m  the  skij)  Favourite^  Jrom  the  Havanna^ 
wljiicn  is  by  all  acknowledged  to  have  been  a  sickly  port  at  the 
tSme  of  her  sailing.  Nor  do  we  conceive  it  to  be  an  objection  to 
the  correctness  of  this  opinion,  that  the  crew  remained  heaitfaj 
throughout  the  voyage,  as  it  is  also  stated,  that  by  die  several 
TojiM^es  they  bad  maoe  to  the  Havanna,  they  had  ))ecomeaai^ 
toneq  to  that  dtmate.  It  will  be  readily  recollected  by  the  Boards 
that  a  similar  instance  occurred  in  July  1809^  at  which  tioie  two 
^per^om  from  thi^  city^  worked  oti  board  the  brig  Mary,  a  vessel 
€pom  the  Havaaaa,  then  detained  at  the  Quarantine  Ground^ 
^od  were  seised  with  the  yellow  fever »  of  which  they  died  in  this 
city».  ^though  the  crew  of  tbo  same  vessel  had  beea  ia  perfect 
health  during  the  whole  of  her  voyage* 

Wt  cannot  oondude  this  communication^thout  remackiAgt 
that  Mr  Perrein,  th^  coIlteKnr  at  Amboy^  and  Dr  Mannings  m 
fbysician  of  the  same  city,  are  entitled  to  our  acknowledgmti^nlai 
for  the  very  unreserved  and  candid  manner  with  whic^  thcgr 
communicated  to  us  ihe  mfonaatioa  they  possessed  xelktivie  %t^ 
Ihe^  sttligect  of  our  inquiries* 

We.  are,  gentlemen,  very  respectfiilly. 
Your  humble  servants, 

David  Hqsack^ 
Ne^D'Tarif  September  18»  1811.  Jo&  Baylsv, 

John  H.  Dou<i^las& 
To  the  Presideni  and  Members  (f 

the  B9wA  of  HeaUJu 

Extracted  ficom  the  Min«tes,-^J.  Morton,  Secvetafy* 

The  Board,  of  Health  of  Philadelf^ahave  istned  a  pnoclamarr 
tion,  prohibiting  all  intercourse,  and  communicatioQ  between  thv 
city  oi  Amboy^  and  the  city  and  county  of  Phikdelpfaia,  on  ao 
comit  of  a  pestilential  disease  prevailing  in  the  former  city.  PeiH 
sons^  after  leaving  Amboy,  must  perform  14  days  quarantine  b«^ 
fiare  tJbxf  cask  be  admitted  iato  Philadelphia^ 
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X. 

Same  Remarks  on  the  Fevers  of  Sicily;  "with  an  account  of  the 

Aidumnal^  or  Bilious  Remittent  Fever  of  that  Island^  as  it  ap^ 

pears  among  the  British  troops.     By  Alexander  Boyle,  A.  M . 

Surgeon  tq  the  62d  Regiment  of  Foot — Comiiiunicated  by 

N.  Bruce,  Esq.  Surgeon  to  the  Forces. 

n^HE  febrile  diseases,  which  usually  prevail  amon^  the  British 
-^  troops  in  the  island  of  Sicily,  are  not  of  great  variety;  and 
those  which  demand  most  attention,  and  which  most  frequently 
occur,  are  the  invariable  attendants  of  summer,  or  of  the  early 
part  of  autumn  ;  while  those  to  which  the  soldier  is  exposed  at 
other  seasons,  differ  not,  in  any  important  or  essential  symptom^ 
from  the  same  diseases,  as  they  commonly  appear  in  more  tern* 
perate  and  northern  latitudes. 

.  In  all  climates',  indeed,  diseases  of  this  class  have  certain  sjohp- 
toms  in  common,  which  constitute  their  permanent  character^ 
and' establish  a  certain  affinity  among  the  whole.  In  thosef  of 
Sicily,  this  affinity  becomes  still  closer,  inasmuch  as  they  all  may 
be  ranked  among  the  diseases  of  increased  excitement.  Local 
inflammation  seems  to  be  always  present;  and  is,  in  general,  suf- 
ficiently manifested  by  the  appearance  of  some  external  affection^ 
or  the  lesion  of  some  important  function.     - 

In  organs,  however,  which  display  a  wide  sympathy  with 
other  parts  of  the  system  ;  whose  functions  are  varioiis,  or  in- 
timately connected  with  the  phenomena  of  life  ;  it  becomes  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  analyze  (if  I  may  use  that  expression)  the 
changes*  and  appearances  frequently  produced  by  local  inflakn- 
tnation  of  those  parts ;  and,  except  such  symptoms  as  are  com- 
mon tp  the  whole  of  the  Pyrexice^  it  often  happens,  that  no  pecu- 
liar or  distinctive  sign  is  to  be  observed.  Such,  indeed,  is  the 
mutual  relation  and  dependence  established  between  certaiii 
organs,  that,  when  invaded  by  inflammation,  the  generic  charac*^ 
tcrs  of  the  disease,  or  those  depending  on  the  lesion  of  the  na- 
tural function  of  the  part,  necessarily  oecome  obscure,  and  are 
only  to  be  detected .  by  the  careful  and  diligent  observation  of 
facts.  The  assistance  afforded  by  anatomy,  therefore,  is  not  to 
be  neglected.  It  opens  the  most  authentic  sources  of  informa- 
tion, and  displays  a  wide  view  of  the  causes  of  diseases  pro- 
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ceeding  from  dfaordared  struotftre^.  pr  peculiar  arrangemeDt  of 
parts,  and  thereby  enablo^  us  to  arrive  at  the  explanation  c^ 
8ome  of  their  nK)st  important  phehdniena.  The  road  to  trutl>» 
liowever,  it  miist  be  icknawledged,  is  intricate ;  and  it  is  only 
by  slow  and  difficult  ^ps  that  we  can  arrive  at  general  conclis- 
sions.  ^^  Medidnam  eito  diseere,  non  est  possibile,  propterea 
jOuod  impcvssibile  est  statam,  et  certam  doctrinam  in  ipsa  fieri^  ** 
Hipp,  de  locis  in  komine.  In  a  great  number  ©f  cases,  however, 
>uch  as  acute  rheumatSsm^  'pneumonia,  as  also  in  many  of  the 
.profluvia,  which  are  closely  allied  to  inflammation,  *  the  seat  of 
the  disease  is  made  sufficiently  apparent^  by'certain  obvious  and 
jmequivocal  symptoms,  depemltnir  on  tlie  peculiar  structure  and 
office  of  the  organ  concerned,  which  constitute  their  distinctive 
and ^neric. signs.  .>  ,,  .  '  <;  !  r 

It  IS  universally  allowed,  that  the  more  general  symptoms  cf 
{^rexise,  or  tliose  in  which  tb'ey  afl  agree,  are'i^ermanently  uni- 
form ;  and  their  similitude,  in  this  respect,,  it  is  presumed,,  may 
depend  on  the  similarity  of.their  proximate  cau^e.  In  the  above 
examples,  this  is  easy  of  detection ;  and,  in  the  febrile  diseases 
of  this  country,  it  will  be  found  to. consist  in. an  increased  vas*- 
cular  action,  or  determination  to  some  particular  part,  produc*^ 
pd  by  the  application  of  specific  causes,  aided  by  certain  cir* 
cumstance^  of  constitution  or  mode  of  Hfe,  affecting  the  general 
habit. 

In  a  fponer  communication,  f  concerning  the  febrile  aiFectidB 
which  prevails  during  the  torrid  montli^  of  summer,  those 
causes  were  pardy  ex^aincd,  the  chief  of  which  is  found  to  be 
the  direct  action  of  a  powerful  and.  vertical  sun.  That  other 
causes  may  also  contribute  to  produce  this  disease,  it  is  not  my 
intenti(»i  to  deny ;  as,  like  all  inflammatory  diseases,  a  predis* 
position  will  no  doubt  be  formed  by  whatever  tends  to  produce 
a  plethoric  state  of  the  vascular  system,  whether  referable  to 
diet,  exercise,  or  the  suppression  of  the  natural  or  accustomed 
evacuations  and  secretions*  These,  however,  are  to  be  regarded 
solely,,  as  occasional  causes^  which  equally  favour  the  operation 
of  a  variety  of  other  powers  directly  applied,  which  are  distiur 
guished  by  the  appellation  of  exciting  causes,  and  whose  mode 
of  application  t^nd  action,  as  in  the  present  instance,  determines 
the  seat  of  the  disease. 

It  may  in  thi^  place  be  observed,  that,  during  the  winter  also, 
fevers  occuf  in  which  the.he^d  is  sometimes  affected  ;  but,  in 
f  ucb  cases  it  is  seldom  a  primary  disease,  this  afiection  only 
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mpnvemng  ia  conaeqnayce  of  metetBto,  and  afptmug  m.  • 
symptom  attending  ticdent  attacktr  of  mher  diseasies)  oa^td  hf 
CDcdted  perspirmtioQ  and  vuasBkudet  of  teaopcvatare  f  aa  ptat^ 
monkiy  catarrh,  ^ciite  Ffaeumatism^  «mI  tbe  Uke.  la  a  eefw 
taiii  epidamie  inflammatioB  of  the  kmgsv  mcntionad  by  Mo^- 
Mgni,  its  appearance  was  very  conmonr^  a»d  moife  I'ecofered 
m  wftom  this  symptom  waa  obaeFtedr-^Morgagni^   Epist  % 

Tiy  the  disease  of  summer,  I  assigned  the  title  of  C^alitiiL 
To  ascertain,  however,  by  any  train  of  symptoms,  what  pattica^ 
kr  part  of  the  encephalote  is  loore  especially  afieeted,  il  antst  b^ 
readily  allowed^  iaiMdlies  a  d^ee  of  discriminatic^  at  leosi^  wat 
easily  to  be  attainea ;  and  it  is  even  doubted  by  some,  whet&ar 
the  road  to  this  discovery  could  be  much  facilitated  hf  dissto^ 
tion,* 

It  is  supposed*  by  Giden,  that  th^  pol^e  afibrds  some  mformaf* 
tion  on  this  subgeat ;.  and  that  when  the  o^ebelhim  is  a£fecta^ 
it  becomes  weak,  undulating  and  tfemtdoas^  This  ifr  m^doiibt^ 
edly  an  alarming  symptom,;  and  invariably  kKlic^s.ext^ttve 
denmgiement  of  the  structure  of  the  brain.  Such,  however,  i» 
the  coiin(6xion  tbrouj^oQt  the  system  of  vessels  distributed  mi 
this  Qi^an,  that,  in  whatever  port  the  iaflammatioi^  does  begins 
it  wili,  no  doubt,  speedily  fiS^t  tbe  energy  of  the  whde^ 

It  is  nevertheless  certain,  that  the  effects  of  simple  inflaihnuK 
tion  are  very  different  &om  those  of  mere  compresason,  whether 
it  prbceed  horn  effusion,  or  froxk  vaacukr  oonsesdoir ;  and  it 
is  equally  true,  that  the  s}rmptoms  of  both  ma|y  be  combined  in 
irarious  stages  and  degrees.  The  appearance  of  sof um  or  coa* 
gulable  lymph  is  very  comoMm,  even  when  na  redness  or  t»rgiBS* 
cenoe  of  the  vessek  remmns  i  and  which,  though  (as  is  sttppos^ 
by  Morgagni)  it  had  previously  exis^d,  disappears  od  a  c(^|Hoii# 
effusion  taking  place;  at  wbica  perioc^  the  symptoms  assumis  a 
different  complexion,  constituting  wh^t  I  have  called  the  second 
stage.  It  may,  perhaps,  th^^refore  be  admitted,  that  the  gtetA 
tendency  to  early  dfusion  in  this  disease,  is  t^  cause  of  ftipioui 
or  phrenitic  delirium  being  so  rarely  met  with* 

The  absence,  therefore^  of  furious  delirium  (I  may  i^y,  a]|nodt> 
in  every  case,  the  exceptioi]^  being  so  very  few),  and  the  gi^eat 
tendency  to  drowsiness  and  coma,  even  in  the  earliest  stages  of 
disease,  estabfish  some  difiWence  between  it  and  what  i$  nosolo- 
gicaUy  termed  Fhrenitis.  It  is  therefbre,  perhaps,  with  somi 
pr^riety,  that  another  specif  characteridsed  l)y  such  symptdms^ 
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bat  received  a  place  in  some  systems,  under  the  tftle  of  G-phali- 

/if'  V 

In  my  paper,  which  appeared  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Jour- 

fial  for  October  IHlOy  I  adopted  tbi$  term  i  not  so  much,  how- 
ever, with  a  view  to  nice  distinction^  or  a  display  of  nosological 
accuracy,  as  with  the  design  of  6xing  the  attention  on  the  con-^- 
spicuoiid  feAtures  and  seat  of  the  disease,  expecting  thereby  to 
pbviat^  mor^  readily  some  errors  in  practice,  which  I  conceived 
Jiad  arisen  from  its  having  (Jbrmerly  been  universally  considered 
a  simple  idiopathic  ie\'tr — and  as,  for  the  reason  above  assigned - 
the  term  phrenitis,  thoufrh  of  the  same  family,  did  not  appear 
altogether  so  appropi'iate,  or  to  combine  so  many  of  the  circum* 
stances  attendant  on  this  complaint. 

On  this  part  of  the  subject  I  shall  not  now  detain  you  lon^, 
as  I  shally  perhaps,  resume  it  at  a  more  convenient  opportunity* 
I  shall  therefore  only  briefly  mention,  with. respect  to  the  me- 
thod of  cure,  that  I  nave  recently  learned  that  blood-letting  had 
occasionaliy  been  practised  in  cert&in  fevers  of  this  country,  'at  a 
period  somewhat  anterior  to  that  at  which  I  had  fixed  its  intro^ 
diiction.  The  pracdce,  however,  otvopious  blood-letting,  has  no( 
been  long  general  among  medical  men  in  this  army ;  and  I  prer 
sume,  it  can  only  be  dated  from  the  time  that  the  appearances 
on  dissection  of  two  patients,  who  died  in  Melazzo,  in  July  1809^ 
(as  related  in  my  former  paper),  served  to  establish  a  more  ra-« 
donal  pathology  of  the  disease.  Previously  to  this,  it  is  appre- 
hended no  fixed  principles  were  known,  to  guide  or  direct  it9 
use  ;  Mnd  we  mi^  thus,  perhaps,  account  for  the  practice  having 
been,  for  the  most  part,  ifeeble  and  undecided.  Though  it  miaht, 
for  a  moment,  retard  the  progress  of  the  disease,  it  was  seldom 
sufficient  to  subdue  it. 

The  symptoms  of  the  second  stage,  in  the  mean  time,  b^an 
to  mdce  their  appearance,  and  seemed  to  direct  an  opposite  mode 
of  treatment ;  and  the  result  was  generally  fatal.  Those  sym- 
ptoms which  had  formerly  been  attributed  to  debility,  were  now 
traced  to  their  true  origin  $  and  the  plan  of  giving  bark  and 
wine,  when  this  stage  approached,  was  universally  abandoned,  as 
soon  as  the  testimony  of  indisputable  facts  superseded  fallacious 
b}^othesis  and  conjecture. 

Tlie  vicissitude  of  seasons,  and  the  Various  modifications  of 
atmospheric  constitution,  powerfully  influence  the  character  of 
diseases,  and  the  appearance  of  certain  epidemics,  in  this  cliiuate* 
Accurate  meteorological  ob»ervatiotis,  therefore,  as  well  as  the 
iB9%stigation  of  those  cirQumstances  which  properly  constitute 
medical  topography,  present  an  interesting  fiekl  cf  inquiry,  and 
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Hot  only  facilitate  the  investigation  of  the  cause  of  diseases,  but 
form  a  branch  of  knowledge  essentially  connected  with  their  pre« 
vention  and  method  of  cure. 

In  remoter  agesy  this  subjectreceived  particular  attention;  and 
almost  every  page  of  the  writings  of  Hippocrates  inculcates  the 
utility  of  this  study, — which  was  considered,  by  that  great  man, 
fiot  less  essential  to  the  physician,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  pre- 
dict approaching  changes,  and  guard  against  their  effects,  than 
it  was  aeemed  necessary  by  the  Mantiian  poet,  for  the  husband* 
man  and  mariner. 

**  Hinc  tempestates  dubio  pnediscere  cslo 
Fossumus ;  hinc  messisque  diem  tempusque  arendi : 
£t  quando  infidum  remis  impeUere  marmor, 
Cenveniat,  qnando  armatas  deducere  ciaios 
Aut  tempestivam  ^vis  evertere  pinuxn. 
Kec  frustra  signorum  obitus  qpeculamur,  et  ortus, 
Temporibusque  parem  diyersis  quatuor  annum. " 

As  far  as  regards  the  great  revolutions  of  the  year,  and  tfacr 
periodical  return  of  the  seasons,  a  great  uniformity  obtains ;  and 
the  observations  of  one  year  on  this  head,  with  but  little  varia- 
tion, apply  almost  to  every  other. 

'  On  this  depends  the  great  uniformity  of  the  diseases  which 
utsher  in  the  difierent  seasons.  Thosfe  seasons^  however,  di£^ 
materially  fr^n  each  other ;  and  a  difference  not  less  remarkable^ 
and  important  in  practice,  characterizes  the  diseases  by  whic^ 
they  are  invariably  attended,  and  which,  agreeably  to  those 
changes^  undergo  certain  alterations  of  type,  as  well  as  of  other 
important  symptoms. 

The  occurrence  of  the  dry  and  rainy  seasons  may  always,  in« 
deed,  be  expected  with  tolerable  certainty,  at  the  r^plar  and  ao- 
eqstomed  periods.  The  di»mal  vicissitudes,  however,  are  very 
frequent;  and,  until  the  hot  season  has  fairly  set  in,  suddea 
changes  of  temperature  are  very  common. 

From  the  beginning  of  June,  may  be  dated  the  commence- 
ment of  the  hot  season  $  from  which  time,  until  the  beginning  of 
September,  the  temperature  continues  pretty  steadily  about  the 
same  standardt  and^  as  observed  in  the  shade  at  noon,  usually 
ranges  between  82°  and  Se**  of  Fahrenheit's  scale.  During  tbi^ 
period,  east  or  westerly  winds  for  the  most  part  prevail ;  rain 
seldom  falls  i  and  it  frequently  happens  that  the  months  of 
June,  July,  and  August  pass  away,  even  without  a  single  shower« 
Of  these,  July  is  the  hottest  month,  and  the  thermom^icr  some- 
tiaies  reaches  the  89th  degree;  while  the  suffocating  siroeco 
4MFind8  commonly  continue  until  noon ;  after  whid^  boor  a  wester 
^\y  breeze  generally  springs  up* 
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About  the  latter  end  of  May,  inflammatory  afiGsctions  of  the 
Ibead  begin  to  make  their  appearance;  but  they^  as  yet,  are  gene^ 
rally  sligtiU  In  the  month  of  June,  however,  and  as  the  heat  of 
the  season  advances,  they  become  mpre  frequent  in  their  appear^ 
iwce,  as  well  as  more  violent  in  aH  their  symptoms. 

About  the  beginning  of  September,  the  weather  undergoes  St 
very  remarkable  change,  which  is  more  particularly  to  be  attend-* 
ed  to,  on  account  oi  the  important  influence  it  exerts  as  a 
cause  of  the  disease  which  now  succeeds.  Together  with  it 
diminution  of  temperature,  rains  begin  to  fall,  accompanied 
with  thunder  and  high  winds*  About  this  time,  the  thermome^' 
ter  falls  to  TG"*,  indicating  a  diminution  of  temperature,  not  less 
than  10  or  12  degrees.  This  change  is  sudden,  and  produces  a 
very  conspicuous  effect  on  the  nature  of  the  prevailing  disease. 

The  fevers  still  are  of  the  inflammatory  kind ;  but  the  auc- 
tion of  the  head  no  longer  forms  so  conspicuous  a  symptom  ; 
instead  of  which,  they  now  manifest  themselves  under  the  formf 
of  phlegmasiae  affectipg^  other  parts. 

The  showers  however  are  but  transient ;  the  mercury  in  the 
thermcHueter  again  rises,  but  does  not  again  attain  so  great  a 
height  $  and  the  weather  becomes  dry  and  settled,  until  abou£ 
the  end  of  October,  when  heavy  rains  set  in,  accompanied  with 
acondderabie  and  permanent  diminution  of  temperature,  which 
puts  a  period  to  the  violence  and  frequent  occurrence  of  the 
epidemic. 

During  the  winter  and  spring,  pneumonia  and  acute  rheuma- 
tiflon  are  the  prevailing  complaints;  but  those  which  prove 
most  tedious  and  fatal,  are  obstinate  dysenteries  and  intermitf- 
tents, — the  common  sequel  of  violent  attacks  of  the  autumnaF 
fever,  and  dependent  on  chronic  afibctions  of  the  abdominal  vis- 


Owing  no  doubt  to  the  temperate  and  abstemious  mode  of 
living  peculiar  to  the  native  inhabitants  of  these  climates,  as  well 
as  to  constitutYon,  and. habits  formed  in  infancy,  those  chaQge$ 
are  not  observed  to  operate  so  powerfully' on  them,  as  on  the 
natives  of  more  northern  and  frigid  latitudes ;  and  they  are,  at 
all  seasons  of  the  year,  exempt  from  those  violent  attacKs  of  in- 
BamvasLtory  diseases  to  which  the  British  soldier  is  more  particu-* 
krly  subject 

The  Sicilian  peasantry  are  indeed  uncommonly  healthy  an^ 
robust ;  and  some  of  the  more  elevated,  and  mountainous  situa- 
tions, famish  many  instances  of  athletic  constitutions,  and  re- 
markable longevity.  But  wherever  opulence  and  luxury  have 
been  introduced,  or  where  these  effects  are  not  controlled  by 
aakitary  laws,  they  ^oon  become  visible^  not  only  in  the  moral 
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eli^&eter,  bat  ultimately  tend  to  th^  degeneracy  of  the  species,' 
Whether,  ind^,  it  may  be  owing  to  the  same  general  principle^ 
which  invariably  is  found  to  stamp  the  peculiar  turn  of  mind  rf 
Ihe  inhabitatits  of  alpine  r^ons,  I  shall  not  take  it  upon  mt 
positively  to  determine ;  certain  however  it  is,  that  among  th^ 
oicilian  peasantry,  there  still  does  exist  a  freedom  of  manner 
and  sentiment  meriting  some  attention ;  and  the  idea  of  degene- 
tacy,  which  we  are  accustomed  so  readily  to  associate  with  the 
name  of  the  Italian,  is  to  them  inapplicable.  **  Ubi  enim  re^o 
tst  nuda,  naturS  muniia  et  a^era,  quaeqire  et  a  frigore  hyberno 
prematur,  et  a  sole  aestivo  exuratur,  ibi  duros  et  robustos  et 
krticulis  probe  disjunctis,  vc^getosque  et  birsutos  rq^erias  homines, 
fct  in  quibus  a  naturl  laboris  tolerantia  et  vimlantia  itj^it^  qui* 
que  mores  habeant  pertinaces,  ad  iram  prochves  et  contumaces, 
inagisque  feritate  participantes  quam  manmetudine ;  insi^r  ad 
&rtes  etiam  Hcutiores  et  plus  solertes,  et  ad  res  bellicas  gerenda^ 
kptloiies: "  * 

Bat  to  return  from  this  digression :  On  the  approach  of  au* 
tumn,  the  character  bfthe  fever,  as  has  been  already  said,  under* 
goes  a  considerable  change  j  and  though  this  is  effected  by  ap* 
parently  slow  gradations,  one  epidemic  passing,  as  it  wei-e,  ira- 
J)erceptib]y  into  another,  they  not  Only  diiBfer  essentially  as  to 
their  eXcittng  causes,  hut  also  in  their  ori^in^  and  seat ;  the  fe- 
brile disease  of  sUnnner^arisin^  from  affections  of  the  encepha* 
Ion,  depending  on  inflammation  and  its  consequences;  whil^ 
those  of  autumn  are  more  particularly  dependent  on  inflammatory 
jafTections  of  the  stomach,  and  other  abdominal  viscera, 

Those  who  are  attacked  at  tlie  beginning  of  the  season,  stHl 
invariably  complain  of  violent  headach,  languor,  and  severe  pain 
in  the  loms,  with  nausea,  and  uneasiness  in  the  epigastrium.—^ 
These  symptoms  are  ushered  in  by  irregular  rigors  and  lasgitudc, 
and  are  not  unfrequently  accompanied  by  profuse  sweating  over 
the  upper  nart  of  the  body.  From  the  beginning,  there  is  aV 
ways  a  slignt  cough  ;'^but  it  is  seldom  such  as  to  give  much  unea* 
jriness  to  the  patient,  or  even  to  be  readfly  attended  to  by  others. 
The  region  of  the  stomach  is  sometimes  tense  and  painful  on 
pressure,  and  they  complain  of  a  sense  of  weight  and  fulness. 
Vomiting  does  not  always  appear  on  the  first  accession  of  the 
disease,  but  invariably  comes  on  before  the  end  of  the  seconfl 
day,  and  vast  quantities  cff  dark  coloured  bilious  matter  are 
thrown  up.  t 

The  state  of  thebowels  is  various.     For  the  most  part  there 
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•re  frequent,  watery,  dark-colourod  bilious  defections;  in  tb^ 
severer  eases  mix^  widi  flakes,  reseipbling  qo^gul^le  lymph, 
imd  generally  tinged  with  blood.  At  other  times,  we  m^et  with 
obstinate  costiveness  from  the  commencement,  in  whieb  case  the 
symptoms  always  ameliorate  as  soon  as  we  are  able  to  proqure  ^ 
free  discbarge  of  the  alvine  matter.  The  tongue  is  always  moist^ 
and  is  c^teo  covered  with  yellowish  mucus.  The  ^urst  is  ev 
cessive. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  disease,  the  goi^ral  febrile  symp^ 
toms  are  such  as  denote  increased  vasc^il^  action;  the  puls^ 
though  soft,  is  always  fiiU,  and  usually  exceeds  100  strokes  in  9 
minute.  The  countenance  is  Aill  and  fiorid ;  the  eyes  are  lucicL 
and  the  vessels  pf  the  conjunctive  coat  are  commonly  ii\jecte4 
with  blood.  These  symptoms  form  the  first  series,  and  seldpqi 
Continue  beyond  the  tnird  day. 

As  they  abate  or  disappear,  the  patient  shows  extreme  anxiety 
and  restlessness,  writhing  with  inexpressible  agony,  and  chang- 
ing his  posture  a  thousand  times,  without  finding  ease  or  reposq;. 
£very  thing  received  into  the  stomach  is  instantly  rejected;  the 
tongue  becomes  covered  with  dark,  inky,  or  yellow-coloured  mat- 
ter, and  the  thirst  unextinguishable. 

About  this  time  the  countenance  undergoes  a  remarkable  al- 
teration, bespeaking  the  sufferings  of  the  patient  The  eyes  lose 
their  lustre,  and,  about  the  fifth  gs  sixth  day  from  the  commence 
ment  of  the  fever,  the  albuginea,  and  whole  surfi^ce  of  the  body^ 
assume  a  dull  yellow  tinge.  The  pulse  increases  in  frequency, 
and,  in  thre^  or  four  cases,  I  have  been  able  to  count  I4t0  strokes 
in  a  minute.  It  is  very  hard,  and  sometimes  even  continues  full 
and  soft,  till  within  a  few  hours  of  the  fatal  termination  of  the 
disease. 

The  surface  of  the  body  always,  at  the  beginning,  exceeds  the 
natural  temperature,  communirating  to  the  hand  an  ^crid  pun- 
gent sensaticm ;  but  about  this  period  it  sinks  to  the  ordinary 
standard. 

Hflsmorrhagy  sometimes  takes  place  from  the  nose,  and  it  ge- 
nerally denotes  a  favourable  change,  which,  however,  is  still  more 
certainly  to  be  expected  from  a  return  of  the  natural  comple- 
xion, and  whiteness  of  the  albuginea.  These  form  the  second 
series  of  symptoms,  which  may  continue  two  days  longer  j  and 
are  then  succeeded  by  a  state  of  quietude  and  great  prostration 
of  strengtli. 

Delirium  is  seldom  present ;  and  though,  during  this  stage, 
they  lie  apparently  asleep,  yet,  when  interrogated  as  to  their 
feelings,  tney  readily  answer  5  they  tell  you  tnev  have  no  un- 
easinessf  and  appear  perfectly  in  possession  of  tneir  intellectual 
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faculties;  until  the  moment  of  their  death.  As  this  period  draws 
near,  the  breathing  always  becomes  very  laborious,  with  heav* 
ing  of  the  abdomen,  and  strong  action  of  the  pectoral  muscles, 
and  the  breath  is  forcibly  drawn  through  the.  nostrils.  The  to* 
miting  sometimes  ceases  about  this  period  ;  and  it  occasionally 
happens,  that  when  stools  are  procured  by  medicines,  they  have 
a  natural  appearance.  Flatulence  sometimes  appears  at  me  be> 
ginning,  but  it  more  frequently  takes  place  at  this  period,  and 
IS  accompanied  by  singultus — and,  after  this  last  symptom,  I 
never  saw  one  recover.  The  forehead  is  now  bedewed  with  cold 
calmmy  sweats ;  the  countenance  assumes  a  deadly  paleness;  the 
extremities  become  cold;  the  pulse  sinks;  and  they  expire  with 
composure.  The  course  of  the  disease  is  rapid;  and  it  generally 
terminates  before  the  ninth  day. 

Though  such  is  the  more  frequent  mode  of  attack,  it  some^ 
limes,  however,  happens,  that  its  approach  is  not  only  less  via> 
lent,  but  also  less  sudden.  In  this  case  it  begins  with  loss  of  ap- 
petite, irregularity  of  the  bowels,  and  sense  of  weight  in  the 
region  of  the  loins,  with  heat  and  distension  about  the  prsecordia^ 
They  are  listless,  and  averse  to  every  exertion,  both  mental  and 
corporeal.  These  prenionitory  symptoms  are  frequently  the  har- 
bingers of  the  most  serious  attacks.  They  are  attended  with 
languor,  anxiety,  and  great  prostration  of  strength.  Sometimes 
irregular  flushings  of  heat  succeed  ;  but  neither  the  temperature 
of  the  body,  nor  the  £tate  of  the  pulse,  indicates  any  material 
deviation  frbm  a  state  of  perfect  health. 

In  this  variety,  the  determination  to  the  head  is  less  conspi- 
cuous; and  the  eyes,  though  lucid  and  bright,  are^never  suifused 
'with  blood.  The  thirst  is  not  to  be  extinguished  ;  the  tongue 
is  moist,  and  of  a  pale  smooth  clay-colour.  AVhile  these  symp*- 
toms  continue,  there  never  is  much  expression  of  pain  or  uneasi- 
ness; but  this  I  have  found  one  of  the  most  dangerous  symp- 
toms, and  which,  in  almost  every  case,  portends  a  fatal  event* 
Vomiting  sets  in  soon  after,  with  hiccup,  and  fruitless  efforts  at 
stool.  Haeinorrhagy  from  the  nose,  though  less  frequent  in  this 
forth  of  the  fever,  nevertheless  sometimes  does  occur,  and  is  al- 
most always  accompanied  by  petechiee,  or  large  irregular  livid 
blotches  on  the  arms  and  thishs ;  the  pulse  becomes  full  and 
bounding,  and  some  other  such  marks  of  general  hsemorrhagic 
jtendency  appear,  and  which  are  always  to  be  regarded  as  highly 
(dangerous.  Other  eruptions,  however;  are  sometimes  discovered, 
which  afford  efvident  relief  from  the  most  obstinate  vomitings  and 
bilious  diarrhoea.  They  are  generally  of  the  miliary  kind,  or 
iresenible  urticaria,  and  are  to  be  regarded  as  favourable  omens. 
'    )n  the  case  of  a  lad,  oboxfi,  twenty  ye^rs  of  9ge,  who  was  a^ 
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&cted  with  violent  symptoms,  with  a  full  soft  pulse,  beating  12Q 
in  the  minute,  attended  with  insessant  vomiting,  and  slimy  bilir 
ous  evacuations  by  stool,  great  anxiety  and  restlessness,  an  erup* 
tion  of  the  nature  of  urticaria,  in  blotches  about  the  size  of  the 
Jiand,  i^peared  on  his  thighs  and  arms  on  the  fourth  day  of  the 
disease,  and  gradusJly  spread  over  his  whole  body.  Towards  the 
evening  of  the  same  day,  the  vomiting  ceased ;  a  copious  sweat 
broke  forth,  and  the  pulse  fell  to  84s.  On  the  following  morn- 
ing the  eruption  had  nearly  disappeared,  and  the  surface  of  his 
body  was  still  covered  with  gentle  moisture ;  he  had  five  liquid 
stools,  of  a  natural  colour,  during  the  night ;  the  vomiting  nad 
Aot  returned,  and  the  anxiety  and  restlessness  had  entirely  ceased. 
This  case  occurred  about  the  latter  end  of  September^  and  ter- 
mmated  afterwards  in  tertian  intermittent,  which  was  finalljr 
cured  by  the  internal  use  of  mercury. 

It  is  not  always,  however,  that  the  disease  preserves  this  uni- 
form continued  course,  but  is  subject  to  diversity  of  form,  not 
less  frequently  affecting  its  type,  than  its  manner  «f  approach 
and  early  symptoms. 

When  the  epidenuc  first  appears  in  the  early  part  of  autumn, 
the  general  febrile  symptoms  preserve  the  most  continued  formy 
nearly  throughout  the  whole  progress  of  the  disease,  and  only 
show  some  tendency  to  remit,  after  the  violence  of  the  excite« 
ment  has  been  subdued.  At  its  commencement,  therefore,  it 
bears  a  very  strong  analogy  to  the  bilious  remittent  fever  of  all 
inrarm  climates ;  it  is  closely  allied  to  that  fever  which  annually 
Visits  other  parts  along  the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean  sea;  and 
it  seems  to  difier  only  in  degree,  from  those  more  dreadful  epi- 
4lemics,  whose  ravages,  at  different  times,  have  been  so  severely 
ielt,  throughout  the  greater  part  of  the  western  hemisphere* 

In  a  late  publication,  however,  on  the  diseases  of  Sicily,  and 
under  the  title  of  Autumnal  Fever,  the  history  of  a  disease  is 
given^  which,  in  some  essential  symptoms,  differs  considerably 
Irom  that  which  I  have  now  described.  To  this  circumstance, 
,  it,  in  this  place,  behoves  me  to  advert.  Had  the  author  surviv- 
ed, it  doubtless  would  not  have  escaped  his  notice.  The  service 
7V3S  prematurely  deprived  of  his  abilities ;  he  is  no  more,  and  1 
«bal]  not  attempt  to  explain  it*  I  respect  his  memory,  and  I  ad« 
mired  his  talents. 

At  a  more  advanced  period  of  the  season,  the  fever  frequently 
assumes  the  intermittent  type,  and  becomes  continued  after  the, 
second  or  third  revolution.  At  other  times,  it  occasionally  also, 
^ough  of  the  most  continued  form  during  the  first  and  second 
days,  and  attended  with  symptoms  of  considerable  excitement, 
^^adily  intermits  on  the  abstraction  of  a  moderate  quantity  pf 
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blood ;  still,  however,  distinctly  marked  by  Its  specific  and  pecu- 
liar signs,  depending  on  local  organic  disease. 

Those  Varieties  are  most  frequently  observed  jrfker  the  disease 
has  prevailed  some  time,  anci  are 'materially  influenced  by  thfe 
changes  wliich  then  take  place  in  the  sensible  conditf(Mt  of  thfe 
atmosphere,  accompanying  the  regolar  revolution  of  the  seasons, 
and  are  such  as  regard  either  its  temperature  oir  humidity. 

In  Sicily,  this  fever  usually  makes  its  appearance  about  the 
same  time  that  cholera  morbus  and  other  disorders  of  the  biliary 
organs  are  known  to  prevail,  and  botli  diseases  seem  to  arise 
firom  causes  nearly  of  a  similar  nature.  It  indeed  appears  to  be 
essentially  necessary  to  the  production  of  this  fever,  that  a  con- 
siderable diminution  of  temperature,  accompanied  with  much 
humidity  of  the  atmosphere,  should  suddrnty  succeed  to  the  long 
continued  heat  of  summer.  By  those  causes,  an  important  change 
is  effected  in  the  balance  of  the  circulation,  causing  an  unusual 
determination  to  the  abdominal  viscera,  and  producing  conges* 
tion  and  inflammation  of  the  hepatic  system,  in  various  degrees^ 
ifollowed  by  an  increased  and  vitiated  secretion  of  bile. 

It  is  therefore  on  this  change  first  taking  place,  that  the  fever 
is  most  severe,  as  well  as  most  fatal  in  its  tendency.  It  then  as* 
sumes  the  most  continued  form  ;  and  the  local  symptoms  are  at 
this  time  also  most  violent,  which  seems  to  be  owing  to  the  inten- 
sity and  sudden  application  of  the  cause ;  for,  affer  its  first  ef^ 
fects  have  passed,  and  the  body  has  for  some  time  been  habitix^ 
ated  to  an  atmospliere  of  a  much  lower  degree  of  temperature^ 
the  cases  which  follow  are  of  a  l^s  formidable  nature. 

But  whatever  type  this  fever  may  assume,  or  how  complex  so- 
ever and  involved  its  revolutions  raa^  appear,  the  local  and  cha- 
racteristic symptoms  arp  the  same,  and  diflfer  only  in  degree* 
This  variety  of  type  I  am  therefore  inclined  to  consider  rather 
as  accidental,  than  as  constiutir.g  any  essential  difference  in  tlwe 
nature  of  the  disease,  which  I  conceive  to  be  radically  the  same, 
and  to  be  cured  on  the  same  general  indications,  wdich  are  dt? 
rected  solely  to  the  relief  of  the  local  affection,  and  not  to  b^  re- 
gulated by  any  peculiarity  of  type  the  fever  may  put  on. 

As  the  disease  always  arises  from  local  inflemmation,  the  com- 
mon circumstances  which  favour  the  production  of  all  diseases  of 
this  class,  are  those  which  also  tfepd  to  give  it  the  continucfl 
form  \  while  debilitating  powers,  within  a  certain  limit,  in  pro- 
portion as  they  subdue  thp  activity  of  the  local  inflammaiioii, 
dispose  the  fever  to  remit^  and,  in  many  instances,  even  produce 
complete  apyrexia.  A$  1  have  already  said,  this  i;^  often  effected 
by  copious  and  early  evacuation  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  stJ- 
piufatmg  medicines,  or  a  few  doses  of  bark,  imprudently  admtr 
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Bistered,  increase  tbe  severity  of  all  the  symptoms,  and  produce 
a  continued  fever. 

Though  the  young,  plethoric,  and  robust,  are  most  subject  to 
attacks  ot  this  disease,  as  far  at  least  as  I  have  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  observing,  persons  who  have  but  newly  arrived  in  the  isl- 
and, about  the  time  it  begins  to  appear,  are  seldom  seizod  5  though 
they  are  invariably  nrost  liable  to  suffer  from  sumrter  fever,  white 
those  who  have  resided  in  the  island  during  the  preceding  sum* 
nier,  are  its  common  victims: — from  which  it  seems  hi(/hly  pro^ 
bable,  that,  daring  the  hot  season,  the  rudiments  of  the  disease 
are  in  some  measure  formed,  and  are  called  into  action  on  the 
first  approach  of  autumn,  or  in  situations  where  the  common 
exciting  cause  of  this  disease  tnost  usually  prevails. 

About  the  time  this  fever  began  to  appear  in  the  62d  regi- 
ment in  1811,  a  detachment  of  ei<^hty  recruits  arri\'ed  frorp  Eng- 
land. They  were  young  and  vigorous ;  they  were  subjected  to 
the  same  mode  of  life,  and  lodged  in  the  same  buiidings  with 
those  who  had  lived  some  years  in  this  country ;  but  among 
them  not  a  single  case  of  tnis  fever  made  its  appearance,  and 
every  man  who  was  taken  ill,  had  at  least  been  twelve  months 
in  tnc  island.  From  the  time  the  fever  assumed  a  decided  cha- 
mcter^  which  was  about  the  lut  of  September  to  the  end  of  Oc- 
tober, eighty  patients  were  admitted  into  the  Regimental  Hos- 
pital, and  very  few  indeed  exceeded  28  years  of  age.  Thirteen 
cases  terminated  fatally.  It  is,  however,  to  be  observed,  that, 
among  these,  are  included  threie  patients  who  died  after  the  third 
week  from  the  date  of  their  admission  into  hospital,  arid  who 
were  carried  off  by  a  dysentery,  supervening  after  the  fever  had 
b^n  overcome. 

'Riough  bilious  remittent  fever  is  more  particularly  a  disease  of 
autumn,  it  is  not  only  more  predominant,  btit  its  appearance  is 
also  more  earlv,  iti  certain  situations,  whose  local  circumstances 
and  topograpnical  relations  subject  theai  more  generally  to  the 
influence  of  similar  changes  of  atmospheric  constitution. 

Ilius,  all  situations  in  the  vicinity  of  the  coast,  particularly 
snch  as  are  not  much  elevated  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  inde- 
pendent of  the  proximity  of  mardies  and  exposure  to  putrid  ef- 
navia,  arc  extremely  favourable  to  the  production  of  this  disease. 
Pew  situations  are  more  unhealthy  than  low  grounds  bordering 
on  barge  Jlama'Oey  where  they  terminate  in  the  sea ;  the  waters 
of  numerous  springs,  descending  from  the  mountains,  filtrate 
through  the  loose  and  stony  soil,  till  they  reach  the  bed  of  the 
ocean.  In  such  places,  water  may  be  found  at  no  great  depth 
from  the  sur&ce^  by  which  the  feurrounding  atmosphere,  if  not 
fredy  exposed  to  strong  winds,  is  loaded  with  humidity  $  and 
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diseases  of  the  alimentary  canal,  arising  from  checked  per^ira- 
lion,  are  common.  The  disease  was  oiten  produced  among  the 
soldiers  by  severe  night-duty ;  and,  not  unfrequently,  it  was 
traced  to  exposure  to  a  shower  of  rain.  Much  also  depends  on 
the  nature  of  the  prevdling  )vinds ;  for  those  places  which  are 
exposed  to  winds,  which  blow  over  a  vast  tract  of  ocean,  are 
always  most  unhealthy ;  and  we  observe,  ccEtais  paribus^  that 
the  more  elevated  the  situation,  or  the  more  remote  from  the 
sea,  the  more  healthy  is  it  found ;  as  the  vapour  with  which 
these  winds  are  saturated,  is  either  intercept^  by  intervening 
obstacles,  or  absorbed  on  its  passage  over  a  scorched  and  a- 
rid  soil.  It  has  been  remarked  by  Hippociates,  that  westerly 
winds  are  most  unhealthy ;  '*  venti  enim  occidentales  similes 
autumno  sunt. " 

I  have  never  known  an  instance  of  its  being  propagated  by 
contagion.  In  this  country  the  febrile  diseases  of  this  class  are 
Tery  tow,  and,  as  far  as  my  observation  goes,  are  entirely  limit- 
ed to  the  exanthemata* 

From  every  observation  I  have  been  able  to  make,  and  from 
the  most  careful  attention  to  a  vast  number  of  cases  of  this  dis- 
ease, which  have  come  under  my  care,  in  the  course  of  five  years 
Eractice  in  this  country,  as  a  r^imental  surgeon,  I  must  ac- 
nowledge,  how  contrary  soever  it  may  be  to  generally  received 
opinions,  that  I  am  not  inclined  to  attribute  much  to  the  X)- 
peration  of  what  we  commonly  understand  by  marsh  miasma  \ 
and  I  have  not  been  able,  in  any  case  which  I  have  seen,  by 
direct  or  irrefragable  proofs,  to  trace  the  origin  of  this  fever  to 
such  a  cause.  Indeed,  were  the  putrid  effluvia  of  marshes  so 
powerful,  or  the  sole  agent  on  this  occasion,  we  should  expect 
that  the  intermittent  form  would  have  been  most  conmion  at  the 
time  this  cause  is  generally  supposed  to  be  most  predominant, 
namely,  during  the  time  that  rains  were  not  yet  exceedingly 
abundant ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  temperature  of  the  atr 
mosphere  suffered  only  one  transient  diminution,  being  imme- 
diately again  succeeded  by  intense  heat*  During  this  period, 
however,  the  disease  was  most  severe,  and  also  preserved  the 
most  continued  form ;  and  only  slight  and  obscure  remissions 
were  observed  towards  its  termination; — for  it  was  not  until 
the  weather  had  become  finally  settled,  and  permanently  cdd- 
er,  and  that  the  rains  had  totally  ceased  for  several  weeks,  th^t 
the  symptoms  became  milder,  and  the  intermittent  form  more 
|X)minon. 

Many,  indeed,  who  have  escaped  from  the  more  violent  at- 
t^acks  ot  the  disease,  relapse  in  the  month  of  December,  and  are 
ihen  seized  with  obstinate  intermittcnts.  Such  cases  are  genf* 
fp\\\'  accompanied  by  general  dropsy  or  fatal  dysenteries,  produc? 
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ed  by  chronic  diseases  of  the  liver,  spleen,  or  other  abdominal 
viscera. 

It  is  supposed,  therefore,  agreeably  to  the  foregoing  facts, 
snpported  by  the  evidence  of  numerous  dissections,  that  certain 
diseases  of  those  viscera  are  to  be  regarded  rather  as  the  origin 
and  cause,  than  the  consequence  of  this  fever,  under  Mrhatever 
variety  of  form  it  may  appear ;  and  it  is  not  imagined  that  the 
enlargement  of  those  viscera,  so  frequently  observed  in  subjects 
who  have  suffered  from  repeated  attacks  of  such  fevers,  affords 
any  argument  against  the  general  doetrine  which  I  have  endea- 
voured to  establish,  but  may,  perhaps,  be  more  rationally  account- 
ed for,  by  the  successive  repetition  of  some  power,  on  whose 
casual  application  the  chronic  diseases  of  those  parts  assume  a 
more  acute  form,  at  length  producing  total  ruin  of  their  struc- 
ture, as  well  as  increase  of  size. 

'  Tlie  succession  and  order  of  the  symptoms,  marking  the  dif- 
ferent stages  and  types  of  this  fever,  will  be  readily  explained  by 
the  appearances  on  dissection,  and  seem  to  depend  chiefly  on  the 
degree  cf  inflammation,  and  the  sensibility  of  the  part  concerned. 
When  the  liver  is  very  violently  affected,  the  symptoms  some- 
times even  resemble  those  of  hepatitis,  and  which  more«spectal« 
!y  appear  at  the  commencement  of  the  fever ;  and  inflammation 
of  the  stomach  is  sufficiently  characterized  by  the  anxiety,  rest* 
lessness,  vomiting,  and  prostration  of  strength,  which  imme« 
diately  follow. 

As  a  common  consequence  of  extensive  peritcmekl  infiammA- 
tion,  we  sometimes  find  a  quantity  of  serum  effused  into  the 
cavity  of  the  abdomen,  and  various  adhesions  formed  between 
its  parietes  and  the  contained  viscera ;  and  the  omentum  at  other 
times  so  much  wasted,  as  to  resemble  merely  a  tissue  of  red  vessels* 
The  liver  almost  always  exceeds  its  natural  size,  and  is  also  con- 
siderably altered  in  colour  and  texture.  It  is  alwi^s  softer  than 
natural ;  and  the  system  of  the  vena  portae  is  always  turgid  with 
bkx)d.  The  peritoneal  covering  of  the  liver  is  oflen  thickened 
and  opaque,  and  is  sometimes  studded  with  white  spots,  or  with 
flakes  of  Qoagulable  lymph.  Sometimes  its  surface  is  irregular^ 
and  small  indurated  portions  are  discovered  on  its  convexity, 
which,  when  cut  open,  are  found  to  proceed  from  obstruction  of 
some  ramification  of  its  excretory  ducts,  produced  by  inflammation 
of  its  coats,  and  favouring  the  accumulation  of  viscid  bile.  The 
coats  of  the  cyst  generally  partake  of  the  inflammation.  The  co- 
lour of  the  bile  it  contains  is  various;  and  it  is  sometimes  so  viscid 
and  thick,  that  it  can  scarcely  be  forced  out  by  strong  pressure. 

A  remarkable  alteration  also  takes  place  in  the  appearance  of 
the  spleen.    It  does  not  always,  however,  exceed  the  natura) 
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flizse ;  but  its  softnesa  is  often  eucb^  that  it  can  only  be  comparec} 
to  a  mass  of  coagulated  blood  ;  wbile,  at  other  times,  it  has  aa 
unusual  degree  of  hardness,  with  thidceniug  and  whiteness  of  its 
peritoneal  coat. 

The  stomach  is  as  frequently  found  contracted  and  empty,  oir 
inflated  with  air,  or  distended  with  variously  coloured  fluids,  and 
even  pure  bile.  Sometimes  inflamed  spots  are  discovered  on  its 
peritoneal  coat;  but  the  internal  surface  is  the  most  frequent 
seat  of  disease.  The  texture  of  tl)e  villous  coat  is  often  com*> 
pletely  destroyed ;  and  it  exhibits  an  uniform  red,  of  the^ieepest 
nue,  in  several  places  approaching  to  a  livid  colour,  and  is  co* 
vered  with  ci»galable  Ijrmpfa,  or  a  secretion  of  puriform  matter 
tinged  with  blood.  In  otner  cases,  the  inflanunation  is  more  li^ 
mited,  and  appears  in  rosy  patches  over  its  internal  surface,  or 
in  numerous  minute  red  specks. 

This  inflammation  is  never  of  the  phlegmonous  kind,  but, 
like  true  erythema,  successively  invades  one  part  after  another, 
frequently  creeping  along  the  whole  course  of  the  alimentary 
cairal,  attended  with  thickening  and  pulpiness  of  its  coats. 

The  brain  and  its  membranes  show  no  uncommon  appear- 
ances, or  marks  of  previous  inflammation. 

The  hings  are  not  affected ;  but  I  have  oflen  found  a  Iarg€ 

rntity  of  serum,  of  a  yellowish  colour,  collected  in  the  pericar- 
m,  while  the  l^art  seemed  to  have  suffered  from  inflamma* 
tion ;  and,  in  two  or  three  cases,  I  ob^rved  white  patches  of 
eoagulable  lymph,  apparently  converted  into  firm  glistening 
membrane,  easily  separated  from  its  proper  coats,  on  different 
parts  of  its  external  surface. 

When  this  disease  appears  in  a  regiment,  the  utmost. vigilance 
is  required  cm  the  part  of  the  military,  aa  well  as  of  the  medical 
officers  of  the  corps,  to  detect  it  in  its  early  stage ;  for  I  know 
not  an  instance  in  which,  after  tlie  third  day,  the  best  directed 
medical  eflbrts  were  at  all  sufKcient  to  arrest  its  course.  I  can* 
not,  therefore,  in  this  place,  forbear  mentioning,  that  it  has  beed 
my  good  fortune  to  be  surgeon  to  a  corp,  at  all  times  command* 
ed  by  an  officer,  from  whose  zeal  and  humane  exertions  I  havd 
ever  received  the  most  cordial  as»stance,  whenever  it  had  the 
misfortune  to  be  visited  by  serious  or  qudemic  diseases. 

Such,  indeed,  is  the  rapid  progress  of  the  disease,  and  the 
great  delicacy  of  the  organ  principally  concerned,  that  our  mea* 
sores  must  necessarily  be  prompt  and  vigorous;  and  und^ 
wbntevcr  varieties  it  may  appear,  with  re&pect  to  type,  the  local 
symptoms  always  require  our  iir^t  attention,  and  indicate  the 
pecessity  of  copious  evacuation  of  blood.    If  the  fever  be  of  thie 
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continued  forin«  tinder  sach  treatment  it  very  often  becomes  in- 
ierinittent  $  and  when  of  this  latter  form,  we  thereby  prevent  its 
being  change^  into  a  more  dangerous  type,  in  the  course  of  its 
progress. 

From  the  use  of  this  remedy,  we  are  not  always  to  be  deterred 
by  the  smallaess  €ff  the  pulse ;  and  even  if  deliquiom  should 
come  on  after  the  abstraction  of  a  few  ounces  of  blood,  the  ope- 
ration may  be  repeated  soon  afterwards,  without  the  occurrence 
tif  the  Hke  accident. 

The  indiscriminate  use  of  the  term  debility^  derived  from  some 
t$f  die  more  general  {Phenomena  of  disease,  without  regard  to  its 
essence  oar  cause,  has  led  into  egregious  error  in  the  treatment  of 
this,  as  well  as  of  some  other  complaints,  which  are  commonly 
considered  as  simple  idiopathic  fevers.  The  anxieiy,  langiun*, 
restlessness,  and  prostration  of  strength,  which  accompany  this 
epidemic,  are  not  symptoms  of  debili^,  but  of  gastritis,  ami  de^ 
pend  on  the  peciiUar  structure  of  the  organ,  and  its  extensive 
i^mpathy  with  the  whole  sj'stem.  A  fi^ee  use  of  the  lancet  is 
required ;  and,  in  oi-der  that  this  remedy  may  be  productive  of 
beneficial  e£fects,  it  must  be  had  recourse  to  at  an  early  period 
of  the  disease.  Bven  when  the  disease  was  too  &r  advanoed  for 
any  permanent  advantage  to  l>e  expected  from  venesection,  its 
cmcts  have  be^  discovered  by  a  temporary  increase  of  fulness 
of  the  puke.  What  is  here  said,  applies  equally  to  general  and 
iocal  blood-letting ;  «nd  this  last  mode  may  be  employed  vriA 
oonsiderable  advantage. 

In  the  isBammatiiM)  of  all  delicate  and  highly  sensible  mem- 
branes, unless  we  succeed  in  the  first  instance,  we  in  vain  at«- 
tempt  to  subdue  it  afterwards,  by  acting  on  the  arterial  system. 
at  large,  and  still  farther  diminishing  me  vis  a  tergo :  for  the 
disease  makes  rapid  progress ;  the  texture  of  the  organ  is  speed-^ 
ily  destroyed,  and  its  vitality  is  irrecoverably  lost. 

Recourse  must,  therefore,  at  the  same  time,  be  bad  to  such 
sieans  as  possess  some  controul  over  the  vessels  of  die  part,  surt- 
ttbietoits  peculiariunotions  and  oi^anization ;  and  the  effects  of 
local  blood-letting,  by  the  application  of  a  number  of  leeches 
to  the  region  of  tne  stomach,  are  to  be  further  assisted  by  large 
jBnd  rq>eated  blisters. 

Nothing  so  much  aggravates  all  the  symptoms,  as  the  presence 
<if  acrid  Inie,  and  accumulated  feculent  matter.  All  irritaiiou, 
therefore,  from  sudi  causes,  is  to  be  carefully  prevcntdl ;  and, 
with  this  view,  the  contents  of  tlie  intestines  tife  to  be  dislo<lged 
0n  ^e  first  approach  of  the  disea^^e,  and  ttieir  accumulation 
cautiously  guarded  against  during  its  continuaoco.  For  this  pur-*- 
pose}  small  doses  of  purgative  medicines  must  be  frcqucmiy  ad* 
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ministered*  It  too  often  happens,  however,  that  the  irritability 
of  the  stomach  is  such,  that  medicines  of  this  class  cannot  be  re- 
tained, but  are  instantly  rejected ;  and  recourse,  therefore,  must 
also  be  had  to  large  emollient  and  laxative  glysters,  which  must 
be  frequently  injected,  and  are,  in  all  stages  of  the  fever,  of  the 
most  essential  service.  As  a  purgative,  no  medicine  is  so  well 
adapted  to  this  complaint  as  the  submuriate  of  mercury  i  and 
its  operation  may  be  sometimes  advantageously  alternated  with 
the  use  of  sulphate  of  magnesia  dissolved  in  water,  and  plenti* 
fiilly  diluted. 

The  effects  of  mercury,  however,  are  not  to  be  estimated  sole- 
ly by  its  purgative  quality ;  but  it  seems  to  be  chiefly  useful,  on 
account  of  its  specific  action  on  the  hepatic  system,  and  ita 
power  of  afifecting,  through  the  medium  of  the  circulation,  se- 
creting surfaces  endowed  with  high  irritability,  and  in  a  state  of 
inflammation.  This  remedy  is  werefore  to  be  used  externally^ 
as  well  as  internally ;  and  is  to  be  resorted  to  immediatelv,  as 
the  most  powerful  remedy  we  possess  in  the  treatmait  of  thia 
disease.  Its  efiects,  however,  do  not  always  depend  on  the  quan- 
tity introduced ;  but  on  certain  conditions  of  the  system,  by 
which  the  latter  is  rendered  more  or  less  susceptible  of  its  ac- 
tion, and  which  I  do  not  pretend  to  explain. 

This  susceptibility  is  indicated  by  the  effects  produced  on  the 
salivary  glands :  some  degree  of  ptyalism  follows,  which  afibrda 
the  surest  prognostic  of  a  favourable  termination ;  and  the  change 
produced  in  all  the  symptoms  is  g^ierally  quick  and  rapid,  it 
fiom^mes,  however,  happens,  that  the  largest  doses  will  not 
produce  salivation;  and,  in  such  cases,  the  event  is  invariably 
fatal. 

From  the  rapid  manner  in  which  we  are  frequently  inducedy 
on  account  of  the  severity  of  the  disease,  to  introduce  this  medi- 
cine into  the  system,  copious  salivation  is  frequently  occasioned, 
and  often  appears  suddenly,  with  bleeding  from  the  gums :  but, 
as  no  advantage  is  to  be  expected  from  the  mere  secretion  from 
salivary  glands,  I  have  succeeded  equally  well,  after  having  as» 
certained  its  inJBuence  over  the  disease,  by  continuing  its  use  ia 
small  doses,  merely  sufficient  to  keep  up  the  mercurial  irritation 
in  the  system,  until  the  disease  was  completely  overcome.  From 
what  has  been  said,  it  need  scarcely  be  observed,  that  the  prac- 
tice of  besmearing  the  gums  with  mercurial  ointment,  or  rub- 
bing them  with  calomel,  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  this  se- 
cretion, is  extremely  ine&ctnaL 

Sometimes  severe  diarrhoea  comes  on  during  the  early  stages 
of  recovery,  attended  witli  want  of  sleep ;  in  which  case,  I  have 
derived  the  greatest  advantage  from  small  doses  of  opium^  com^- 
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bined  with  calomel.  It  is,  however,  to  be  remembered,  that 
tinder  no  other  circumstances  whatever^  is  opium  to  be  recom-* 
mended  in  this  disease. 

As  far  as  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  observing,  cold  affusion 
does  not  appear  so  well  adapted  to  this  species  of  fever,  as  to 
that  which  prevails  during  the  summer.  Indeed,  if  the  external 
use  of  cold  water  can  ever  be  recommended  in  this  fever,  it  pro- 
mises to  be  most  successful  in  those  cases  which  show  a  more 
decided  tendency  to  assume  the  mtermittent  form,  when  they 
happen  to  be  occasionally  attended  with  some  degree  of  determi- 
nation to  the  head.  Und^  such  circumstances,  I  have  frequent- 
ly employed  it  in  the  manner  of  cold  ablution,  during  the  hot 
stage,  with  manifest  advantage.  From  a  few  trials  I  have  made 
of  the  tepid  bath,  during  the  second  stanre  of  the  disease,  I  am 
inclin3d  to  think  it  may  sometimes  be  employed  with  advantage. 

The  alternation  of  these  remedies  has  lately  been  practised  and 
recommended  by  some  physicians ;  and  something  of  the  same 
kind  is  also  mentioned  by  Celsus,  *  from  whom,  perhaps,  the 
Idea  has  beenf  borrowed.  Of  such  practice,  however,  I  cannot 
ipeak  from  experience.  ^ 

Attention  ought  also  to  be  paid  to  the  regular  discharge  of 
arine,  which  is  sometimes  scanty ;  and  though  secreted  by  the 
kidneys,  is  not  duly  evacuated  $ — for  which  purpose,  therefore, 
I  have  often  been  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  the  catheter. 

We  are  usually  advised,  in  all  fevers  which  show  a  tendency 
to  intermit,  to  watch  this  period  carefully  ;  and  to  avail  ourselves 
of  the  earliest  opportunity  such  circumstance  affords,  of  exhi- 
biting bark  in  large  doses,  with  a  view  to  obviate  the  debility 
which,  it  is  said,  predisposes  to  the  formation  and  return  of 
another  paroxysm.  That  in  iome  fevers,  and  in  certain  habits 
and  constitutions,  this  may  be  highly  e^edient  and  advisable,  I 
do  not  venture  to  deny,  as  such  pr^ictice  stands  supported  by  the 
best  authority,  and  is  justified  by  ample  experience. 

Without  entering,  however,  into  an  examination  of  the  above 
principle,  which  generally  direct  its  use,  I  feel  myself  warranted 
to  afBrm,  from  the  result  of  several  cases  in  which  this  plan  waa 
adopted  in  the  fever  rum  under  consideration^  that  bark  served 
only  to  exasperate  the  local  disease,  and  to  aggravate  "every 
symptom  of  the  succeeding  paroxysm. 

In  many  cases  which  occurred  towards  the  final  cessation  of 
the  epidemic,  at  the  close  of  the  autumnal  season,  the  local 
symptoms  were  much  milder,  and  the  fever  became  intermictent. 


f»mt^ 


*  Cftbusy  lib.  U  i*  axid  Ur  %> 


1S2  Mr  Bojle  m  the  Fevers  tfSicify:  April 

After  a  moderate  evacuation  of  blood,  Bni  a  free  use  off  Uxative 
medtciues.  In  those  cases,  calomel  waa  the  mediciae  I  chiefly 
employed ;  and  I  almost  invariably  observed,  that,  when  carried 
to  an  extent  sufficient  to  manifest  its  action  on  the  systpm  by 
the  usual  criterion,  the  paroxysms  soon  after  cea«ed  to  return. 

When  rdupses  occur,  and  the  stren^h  is  at  length  a  good 
deal  exhaustp(},  it  becomes  necessary  to  support  the  patient  un- 
der the  action  of  the  mercury  (which  must  be  given  in  small 
doses),  by  a  nourishing  d^ct  and  the  use  of  generous  wine.  Bark 
then  becomes  an  useful  auxiliary  ;  and  warm  clothing,  geatation 
on  horseback,  and  change  of  scene,  greatly  facilitate  the  recovery* 
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Case  of  a  singular  Affeciio^i  of  the  Right  Leg^  ^ichy  on  extension 
of  the  Limb^  exciUd  agonizing  Headache  By  James  Rums£V, 
M.  D.  Am er sham. 

C\^  Sunday,  23d  June  1811,  I  was  requested  to  visit  Miss 
V-/  W  ■■  ,  aged  1  i  years,  the  daughter  of  very  healthy  pa- 
rents, and  one  of  a  remarkably  healthy  family  of  children.  Her 
own  health  had  been  good  until  the  commencement  of  her  pre- 
sent illness. 

.  Miss  W.  had  been  confined  about  six  weeks,  by  complaints, 
beginning  with  slight  sore  throat,  arising  apparently  from  cold. 
The  circumstances  which  most  distressed  her,  and  had  particu- 
larly excited  the  apprehensions  of  her  parents,  were  an  acute 
pain  in  the  head,  and  in  the  fl«?xor  muscles  of  the  right  leg,  when- 
ioever  that  limb  was  in  the  least  degree  extended,  even  in  bed. 
The  extreme  pain  of  the  leg,  on  motion,  obliged  her  to  be  carried 
from  the  bed  to  the  sofa,  as  she  could  not  stand.  The  pain  in 
the  head  returned  by  fits,  at  uncertain  times,  once  or  twice  in 
every  twenty- four  hours>  in  an  agonizing  degree.  At  such  mo- 
ments, she  desired  her  servant  to  compress  her  head  with  her 
Lands  as  firmly  as  she  could.  These  symptoms  were  accompa- 
nied with  fever,  loss  of  appetite,  and  offensive,  breath  j  the  tongue 
moist,  and  of  a  yellowish  brown  ;  the  bowels  constipated  j  stools 
dark  and  fetid ;  the  pulse  120,  small,  and  rather  hard;  the  pvipi^s 
of  the  eyes  much  contracted ;  couJitenance  pale,  and  dejected. 
She  was  weak  j  but  the  sensorium  had  not  been  in  any  decree 
affected  \  the  abdomen  was  not  paiafiil,   tense,   or   tender ; 
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neither  wi^  there  cough,  gs  evidtoee  of  shy  other  Tisc^nll  afr 
lection. 

The  affection  of  the  leg  had  subsisted  a  fortnight  $  no  change 
was  discoverable  in  it,  either  to  the  eye,  or  the  touch ;  nor  did 
the  greatest  pressure  give  pain^  so  long  as  Vlq  attempt  was  made 
to  extend  the  limb. 

Mi^s  W.  had  been  attended  ^ly  two  very  respectable  practi^ 
tioners,  who  had  given  her  first  an  emetici  aperient  meaicinef 
when  the  bowels  seemed  to  require  them,  sahnes  during  fever, 
and  the  cinchona,  with  a  view  to  the  great  debility  they  observ* 
ed.  The  fomentations  and  embrocations  they  had  employed  foj^ 
the  Kmb  had  produced  no  benefit. 

From  a  careful  consideration  of  all  the  circumstances  of  thd 
eaae^  I  suspected  the  seat  of  disease  to  be  in  the  head  $  and  ap« 
prehended  that  congestion  in  the  vessels  of  the  brain,  if  not  soon 
relieved,  would  lead  on  to  the  inflaihmation,  and  consequent  ef- 
fusion of  hydrocephalus  internus.  The  pain  of  the  leg  i  regard-* 
ed  as  a  sympathetic  affection  of  the  nerves,  supplying  the  mus* 
cles  so  affected ;  and  the  £ever  as  sympiomaiic  of  the  primary 
disease  within  the  head. 

With  these  views,  I  proposed  the  immediate  application  of  six 
leeches  to  each  temple ;  to  shave  and  blister  the  head,  and  to 
evacuate  the  bowels ;  for  which  last  purpose  I  directed 
9»  Hydrargvr.  submuriat.  gr.  ii. 

Pulr.  rad.  jalapse  gr.  x.  M,  ter  die  aumendus  e  qoovia 
vehiculo  crasso. 

In  additioh  to  these  means,  a  very  simple  regimen  was  en- 
joined. 

Wednesday,  26th  June,  I  visited  Miss  W.  again.  The  leeches 
had  been  applied  en  Sunday  evenings  the  wounds  continued  to 
bleed  until  seven  o'clock  of  the  following  morning ;  but  she  had 
not  suffered  from  faintness.  From  iier  extreme  aversion  to  hat« 
ing  the  head  shaved,  the  application  of  the  blister  had  been  SU8« 
pended.  The  powders  which  she  began  to  take  on  Sunday  even-* 
Hig,  procured  six  stools  each  day,  less  fetid,  "and  of  a  more  na«> 
tural  colour. 

From  the  time  the  leeches  were  applied,  the  pain  in  the  head 
ceased,  and  the  usual  returns  of  fever  were  much  diminished.  On 
the  morning  of  Tuesday,  the  25th,  Miss  W.  found,  for  the  first 
time,  the  power  of  extending  the  W  in  bed,  and  on  this  day  she 
could  walk,  although  not  with  the  heel  quite  flat  to  the  ground* 
The  pupils  were  less  contracted ;  pulse  1 10 ;  the  appetite  not 
imprpyed ;  but  she  appeared  more  cheerful,  and  felt  stronger* 
'    Wl^  such  evidences  xA  benefit|  I  advised  a  repetition  of  the 

TQL.  viti.  Ma  30.  H 
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leeches^  and  a  contimiance  of  the  po^vcfers,  to  sach  an  extent  as 
to  procure  three  or  four  stools  every  day.  The  same  regimen 
also  to  be  peraerered  in. 

Monday,  July  1,  I  found  Miss  W..  much  improved.  She 
had  had  no  return  of  the  pain  in  the  head,  and  could  walk  per- 
fectly well.  Her  fever  had  disappeared,  the  tongue  was  clean, 
pulse  reduced,  appetite  better,  bowels  fredy  acted  upon  by  the 
powders. 

Although  I  had  the  pleasure  to  consider  my  patient  convales- 
cent, I  judged  it  expedient  to  guard  against  any  return  of  the 
symptoms  of  congestion,  by  endeavouring  to  divert  or  prevent 
any  morbid  action  that  might  reproduce  it.  I  directed,  there- 
fore, 5s8.  ung.  hydrargyr.  fort,  to  be  rubbed  into  the  lower  ex- 
tremities at  bed^time ;  tne  powders  to  be  taken  so  as  to  produce 
a  full  effect  twice  in  the  week ;  and  a  blister  to  be  applied  be- 
tween the  shoulders,  and  kept  open  with  the  ung.  sabinas.  I 
farther  recommended  the  following  draught  to  be  taken  three 
times  ill  the  day. 

5,  Tinct.  digital,  purp.  gtt.  vj- 
Aq.  ammon.  acetat.  Z'ly 
Tinct.  lavend.  comp.  gtt.  xx. 
Mist,  camph.  |ss.  M. 

On  the  8th,  I  found  Miss  W.  improving  still  in  appearance, 
appetite,  and  spirits ;  pulse  90.  Directed  all  the  remedies  to  be 
continued,  increasing  the  quantity  of  the  ung.  hydr.  as  it  had  not 
yet  affected  the  system. 

July  15. — Pulse  80;  perfectly  well  in  health  and  spirits;  and 
disposed  now  to  amusements  more  than  she  had  been  for  some 
months  past;  her  mother  having  observed,  long  previous  to  her 
illness,  a  disinclination  to  these,  and  that  she  complained  often  of 
headach.  No  effects  from  the  ung.  hydrargyr.  Moderate  ex- 
ercise, simple  diet,  and  an  occasional  use  of  the  powders,  the 
only  attentions  now  advised.  Miss  W.  has  continued  since  in 
the  enjoyment  of  full  health. 

The  remedies,  from  which  the  cure  of  the  foregoing  case  is  in- 
ferred, are  the  bleeding  and  purging.  Whether  the  symptoms 
enumerated  did  arise  from  congestion  in  the  vessels  of  the  head, 
or  from  an  undue  performance  of  the  functions  of  the  bowels 
simply,  is  necessarily  matter  of  conjecture.  Either  of  those 
causes  might  exist  originally  independent  of  the  other ;  but  they 
are  known  to  pperate  reciprocally  in  producing  and  exasperating 
their  respective  evils.  And  the  two  great  remedies,  therefore,  ou 
which  the  stress  of  the  treatment  was  laid,  might  be  highly  bene- 
ficial, either  singly,  in  reference  to  their  peculiar  indications,  or 
by  their  combined  eiliscts  in  extinguishing  the  miserable  disease 
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^hich  was  suspected  to  be  in  progress,  in  its  earliest  and  perhaps 
its  only  curable  stage.  It  will  be  admitted  as  a  strong  reason  for 
believing  the  primary  affection  to  have  been  within  the  head,  that 
the  pain  before  felt  there  ceiased  immediately  upon  the  application 
of  the  leeches,  and  before  the  lise  of  any  other  remedy. 

Amerskam^     7 
Feb.  13.  1812. 3 
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Caseof  Poisoning,  In/the  external  application  of  Corrobive  Sublimat&d 
By  Archibald  Robertson,  Surgeon,  Royal  Navy. 

I^NE  of  his  Majesty's  cruizers,  employed  during  the  present 
^^  winter  on  the  north  coast  of  Spain,  received  on  board  at 
Corunna,  a  passenger,  whose  disastrous  fortune  had  compelled 
him  to  seek  an  asylum  in  Britain.  This  unfortunate  individual 
had  been  exposed  to  such  extreme  suffering,  that  he  had  become 
a  prey  to  almost  all  the  diseases  attendant  upon  poverty  and  filth. 
The  humanity  of  British  officers  had  not  been  awanting  in  en- 
deavouring to  lessen  these  j  but  it  happened,  that  every  article 
for  psora  having  been  expended,  separating  him  from  the  unaf- 
fected was  the  only  medical  expedient  which  could  then  be  adopt- 
ed. Until  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  in  England. 

The  surgeon,  however,  having  occasion  to  administer  medicine 
to  him  for  another  complaint,  received  the  infection,  which  sooii 
betrayed  itself  on  his  hands,  wrists,  and  arms.  As  they  were  des- 
tined to  the  port  where  his  wife,  children,  and  delations  anxious- 
ly looked  for  his  return,  after  a  long  and  harassing  absence,  he 
became  extremely  desirous  of  removing  the  eruption,  and  there- 
fore had  recourse  to  the  small  quantity  of  the  muriate  of  mer- 
cury remaining  in  his  possession,  forming  a  solution  in  alcohol, 
in  the  proportion  of  four  or  five  grains  to  the  ounce,  with  which, 
morning  and  night,  he  very  freely  washed  the  affected  parts.  By 
its  use,  the  eruption  began  to  disappear  on  the  5th  day  j  but  on 
the  7th,  he  felt  himself  extremely  feverish,  having  an  intense 
headach,  flushed  countenance,  fiill  and  quick  pulse,  and  great 
heat  on  the  skin.  In  the  course  of  the  night,  he  was  attacked 
by  violent  pain  in  the  stomadi,  attended  by  vomiting  and  painful 
retching,  which  continued  with  little  interval  the  whole  of  the 
liight.     In  the  morning,  the^e  were  somewhat  mHuer  j  but  the 
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Respite  was  of  short  durationt  being  speedily  attacked  with  diar* 
rhcea,  attended  with  tenesmus.  At  this  period  the  ship  arrived 
in  port,  on  which  I  took  immediate  occasion  to  visit  my  friend^ 
^hom  I  unexpectedly  found  in  the  above  distress.  Itis  pulse 
was  small,  quick,  and  tremulous  |  his  countenance  exhausted  ami 
sunk;  violent  and  frequent  retching;  a  constant  desire  to  go  to 
stool,  the  matter  evacuated  being  scanty,  chiefly  bkx>d  and  mu* 
cus ;  but,  above  all,  the  debility  seemed  particularly  alarming. 

These  complaints  he  had  justly  attributed  to  the  unguarded 
application  of  the  solution  to  the  surface  of  his  body,  and  had 
therefore  taken  large  doses  of  opium,  repeating  them  at  intervals. 
As,  however,  they  had  only  effected  a  partial  relief,  and  the 
symptoms  were  still  extremely  urgent,  I  prepared  a  hot  bath  for 
him,  with  as  much  speed  and  in  the  best  madner  which  the  con* 
yeniences  of  a  ship  could  afford.  After  this  I  gave  him  a  sudo« 
rific ;  and  as  soon  as  the  diaphoresis  commenced,  covered  him 
carefully  in  warm  blankets,  without  administering  any  diluents^ 
lipprehensive  that  they  might  again  excite  the  action  gS  the  «tQ- 
ina^h. 

When  the  sudorific  process  had  been  continued  for  some  time, 
fill  the  symptoms  became  evidently  milder ;  and,  as  he  was  ex- 
tremely exhausted,  I  gave  him  a  large  dose  of  opium  in  sub- 
stance, which  procured  him  a  comfortable  and  refreshing  sleep. 

When  I  saw  him  on  the  following  morning,  he  continued  in  a 
^tate  of  recovery :  hut  the  exhaustion  was  great,  and  be  complain- 
ed of  his  bri^th  being  extreme^  fetid,  and  of  a  bitter  taste  in 
his  mouth.  The  next  day  his  mouth  was  worse,^  the  gums 
swollen,  and  several  of  his  teeth  loose  ;  and  on  the  third  morn<* 
iW after  I  first  saw  him,  being  the  tenth  since  he  had  applied  the 
$oh]tioi>,  he  was  in  as  complete  a  salivation  as  ever  was  produc- 
ed J:)y  the  common  mode  of  introducing  the  medieine  into  the 
$ystem,  and  which  ran  the  same  course. 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  that  in  this  instance  the  same  inference" 
is  afforded,  as  in  the  ca§e  related  by  Dr  Anderson.  It  is  evident 
that  the  derangement  of  the  stomach  was  excited  by  the  muriate 
of  mercury  having  been  introduced  into  the  system  through 
the  cutaneous  lymphatics.  The  quantity  introduced  cannot  have 
been  very  considerable,  and  it  therefore  affords  an  important 
practical  caution.  That  it  would  have  terminated  fatally,  had 
suitable  means  not  been  adopted,  is  likewise  an  evident  deduction.. 
The  treatment  was  the  same  as  in  Dr  Anderson's  patient,  wixh 
the  addition  of  the  sudorific  process,  which  possesses  all  those 
high  advantages  in  dysenteric  symptoms,  adduced  in  its  support 
by  Dr  Moseley, 

in  one  of  our  naval  hospitals,  where  the  metallic  salt  is  some- 
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times  given  in  the  more  stnbbom  cases  of  syphilis,  I  have  observe* 
ed  die  ptyalism  to  be  uniformly  more  severe ;  that  its  exhibition 
is  always  some  time  or  other  att^ided  by  severe  affection  of  the 
bowels ;  and  that  the  debility  is  greater  and  more  difficult  to 
Gveroomei  than  in  those  cases  in  which  ihe  otber'preparations  of 
the  miiMTal  are  administered. 

Deal^  ^Sd  February^  iSl2. 
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Case  of  Paby  cured  by  TitiUation^  with  some  observations  on  tit 
edicts  cf  Titittation  on  the  Nervous  System*  By  James  War- 
OROP|  Esq. 

"VTany  important  physiological  truths  are  established  by  accu- 
^•^  rate  observations  on  the  phenomena  of  diseases.  Physio- 
logy also  contributes  much  to  the  advancement  of  pathological 
inquiries.  The  connexion  of  these  branches  of  medical  science 
is  strikingly  illustrated  in  the  various  sympathetic  affections  of  our 
organs,  tne  symptoms  of  diseases  pointing  out  natural  relatione 
between  parts,  whilst  an  acquaintance  with  these  natural  phe- 
nomena accounts  for  various  symptoms  in  diseases  which  would 
Otherwise  have  been  inexplicable.  A  knowledge  of  the  relations 
and  sympathies  among  the  different  organs,  is  of  no  Jess  import- 
ance in  therapeutics.  If  we  can  discover  l3iat  certain  symptoms 
in  diseases  are  merely  sympathetic,  we  are  led  to  employ  remedies 
which  will  act  directly  on  the  primary  affection.  And  besides 
this  mode  of  treating  diseases,  another  of  great  importance  i^ 
pointed  out,  perhaps  not  less  powerfiil,  and  of  far  more  extensive 
application. 

It  is  a  fact  well  established  in  the  practice  of  meficine,  that  in 
many  diseases,  the  most  useiiil  remedies,  instead  of  acting  direct- 
ly on  the  primary  affection,  produce  their  influence  on  some  or- 
gan or  texture  in  the  body,  between  which,  and  the  part  primari- 
ly affected,  there  exists  some  connexion  or  consent,  whether  pro- 
duced by  any  direct  communication  of  nervous  matter,  or  by  any 
other  law  established  in  the  animal  economy.  Numerous  practical 
illustrations  may  be  mentioned,  in  which,  upon  these  principles, 
the  use  of  many  of  the  most  valuable  remedies  can  alone  be  ex- 
jpiained*   The  skin,  the  alimentary  csmal^  the  kidneys^  tiie  cellular 
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texture,  afford  striking  examples  of  the  advantages  of  this  chan- 
nel in  the  treatment  ot  diseases.  In  all  febrile  affections,  in  lor 
cal  inflammations,  in  some  diseases  of  the  stomach,  and  other 
viscera,  many  powerful  remedies  are  given,  with  a  vie>v  to  influ- 
ence the  fuiK:tions  of  the  skin,  the  stomach,  the  intestines,  and 
the  kidneys.  Hence  the  employment  of  emetics,  of  sudoriflcs, 
of  diuretics,  of  purgatives,  of  alterative  medicines,  and  many 
others. 

Keeping  such  facts  in  my  mind,  and  aware  of  the  great 
sympathy  which  subsists  between  the  skin  and  nervous  system, 
i  have  often  thought,  that  in  many  diseases  of  that  system,  a 
powerful  effect  mignt  be  produced,  by  tickling  those  parts  of  the 
skin  which  are  possessed  of  the  most  susceptibility  to  that  pecu- 
liar excitement.  The  following  case  affords  an  excellent  illustra- 
tion, both  of  the  foregoing  doctrines,  and  of  their  application  to 
the  treatment  of  diseases. 

A  man  twenty-three  years  of  age,  in  the  month  of  April  18 10^ 
when  with  the  army  in  Portugal,  was  seized  with  a  fever,  which 
^as  at  tha|  time  epidepic  among  the  troops.  In  consequence  of 
repeated  attacks  of  thp  disease,  he  remained  for  nearly  twelve 
months  in  the  different  miliary  hospitals  of  Coimbra,  Lisbon, 
&c.  Besides  what  he  described  as  the  febrile  disease,  he  had  a 
severe  affection  of  his  head,  for  which  he  was  bled  profusely ; 
and  when  he  returned  to  Britain,  he  had  a  complete  paralytic 
affection. of  the  left  side.  By  living  in  the  country,  he  regained 
a  good  deal  of  strength ;  and  he  was  able  tq  move,  though  in  a 
very  small  degree,  the  paralytic  arm  and  hand.  Soon  after  this, 
the  complaint  In  his  head  returned  with  its  former  violence ;  but 
by  copious  and  repeated  bleedings,  the  giddiness  and  stupor, 
which  were  the  chief  symptoms,  were  removed.  The  paralytic 
affection  of  the  left  side,  during  this  attack,  became  more  com- 
plete; and  although  his  general  health  improved,  yet  in  the  be- 
ginning of  August  last,  notwithstanding  the  most  rigid  antiphlo- 
gistic treatment,  and  a  continued  use  of  blisters  and  electricity  to 
the  affected  side,  th^  limb  continued  feeble,  and  his  arm  and 
hand  perfectly  useless. 

When  I  saw  him  at  this  period,  which  was  the  middle  of  Au- 
gust  last,  eighteen  months  from  the  commencement  of  his  illness, 
he  had  a  marked  halt  in  the  left  leg,  and  the  lel't  arm  hung  mo- 
tionless, not  having  the  power  of  even  producing  any  sensible 
JBovement  with  any  of  his  fingers.  The  arm,  too,  was  consi- 
derably wasted;-  the  hand  cedematous,  with  occasional  pains 
hbout  his  shoulder ;  his  pulse  a  little  full  and  frequent ;  his 
^ngue  fMrred,  and  a  tendency  to  headach.     After  completely 
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emptying  his  bowels  by  aloetic  purgatives,  and  cupping  him  ii^ 
the  necK,  by  which  treatment  all  the  febrile  symptoms,  and 
those  of  determination  of  blood  to  the  head,  seemed  to  be  remov- 
ed, I  began  to  try  the  effect  of  titillation. 

The  process  which  was  employed  to  titillate  was  extremely 
Minple.  A  person  was  directed  to  draw  a  feather  gently  over  the 
BUtface  of  the  skin  on  the  palm  of  the  hand,  until  it  excited 
laughter;  and  I  purposed  that  this  should  be  done  three  or 
four  times  a-day. 

On  trial,  it  was  found  that  the  desired  effect  could  readily  be 
produced.  At  first,  it  was  found  that  a  considerable  time  was 
necessary  to  excite  laughter;  but  the  more  frequently  the  appli- 
cation was  employed,  the  mofe  quickly  it  was.  accomplished. 
He  found,  too,  that  the  laughter  was  produced  much  more 
speedily  when  he  was  tickled  by  another  person,  than  when  he 
used  the  feather  himself;  and  that  it  was  most  easily  excited, 
by  applying  the  feather  to  the  part  of  the  palm  where  it  is  mark- 
ed by  the  flexion  of  the  thumb. 

The  beneficial  effects  which  the  titillation  produced  on  the 
paralytic  arm,  exceeded  my  most  sanguine  expectations. 

After  employing  it  a  few  days,  he  began  to  feel  as  if  the  Mmb 
were  reanimated,  a  sensation  which  lasted  a  short  time  after  each 
fit  of  laughter.  This  sensation  was  soon  followed  by  a  power  to 
produce  a  sensible  and  voluntary  motion  of  the  fingers,  which 
daily  increased;  so  that  in  about  a  month  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  use  of  the  titillation,  he  could  grasp  his  hand  with  a 
moderate  firmness,  and  move,  in  like  manner,  the  elbow  and 
shoulder- joints.  After  this  period,  the  strength  of  the  limb  was 
rapidly  regained ;  and  in  two  months  from  the  com  tnencemen^ 
of  this  treatment,  I  met  him  in  the  street  carrying  a  bundle  un- 
der the  affected  arm. 

The  titillation  was  also  used  to  the  lower  extremity  of  the 
affected  side,  the  feather  being  applied  to  the  sole  of  the  foot^ 
where  it  failed  not  to  produce  a  speedy  and  great  degree  of 
laughter. 

Besides  the  titillation,  it  ought  to  be  mentioned,  that  I  also 
advised  him  to  rub  the  limb  with  the  dry  hand,  morning  and 
evening;  and  this  was  done  with  a  view  not  only  of  removing 
the  osdematous  swelling,  but  also  of  producing  an  additional 
excitement  on  the  skin.  I  have  seen  the  patient  four  months 
after  the  above  treatment  had  been  employed,  when  he  remained 
perfectly  well.  I  am  aware  that  the  event  of  any  new  mode  of 
treatment,  in  an  individual  instance,  cannot  be  sufficient  to 
warrant  any  general  conclusion.  The  case,  however,  seems  to 
lae  to  afford  an  interesting  illustration  of  the  influence  which 
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Ihe  funptions  of  ^  skin  have  on  the  Mrroui  system,  and  to 
ppen  a  channel  for  obflervation^  and  es^perin^^nt,  in  varionn  4ia^ 
jpases  of  that  systemi  which  may  lead  to  importanl  improtemente 
in  their  treatment.  Uoder  that  impression,  \  have  veiAtured  to 
lay  these  remarks  before  the  public  in  their  preset  form  i  and 
with  the  hopes  that,  by  t^eir  early  communication,  th^  ^oo4 
effects  of  the  practice  may  be  established  by  the  ampl^  egqperM^Pt 
of  others. 

It  may  be  remarked,  before  concluding  these  o}i)servatioiMt9 
that  a  good  deal  of  discrin^inadon  must  necessari^  be  employt- 
cd  in  selecting  cases  where  feitillation  is  liHely  to  prove  benencdalf 
\and  in  determining  the  extent  in  which  it  m^  be  prudent  to  em*- 
ploy  such  a  remedy^  As  long  as  the  p^al^tic  afiecti(m  seems  to 
depend  on  ^n  increased  quantity  of  blood  m  the  ence|d;ia]on»  o? 
to  arise  from  any  morbid  alteration  in  the  structure  or  the  bnuii» 
t)r  its  coverings,  all  attempts  by  titillation,  ^  other  means»  to  re- 
-cover the  power  of  the  paralytic  nerves,  must  be  fruitless,  if  not 
highly  dangerous.  UtiUation  appears  to  me  to  be  ^plicable  to 
those  cases  only  where  the  primary  afl^tion  is  removed,  and 
where  the  palsy,  which  was  merely  o|ie  of  its  symptoms,  alone 
remains^  How  far  titillation  may  have  an  ej^ect  in  alleviating  the 
jexcruciating  pain  of  tic  douloureux^  sciatica,  and  some  other  af- 
fection^ which  seem  chiefly  conjgned  to  nerves,  ei^perience  can 
alone  deterjmine.  Titillation,  when  employed  in  the  treatment 
of  di^eaiie^,  mjosl:,  like  other  powerful  rei^edies,  be  at  first  used 
with  caution  ^  and  we  i^e  jpnabled  to  vary  the  extent  of  its  eftcta^ 
from  tidsling  to  laughter,  or  even  convulsi^ni. 

Evf  17  one  knows,  from  pergonal  experi^ce,  the  two  firat  de« 

Eees  of  it;  effects.  There  are,  I  believe,  many  instances  of  its 
.ving  produced  convulsions,  and  I  have  heard  of  one  ca^ae  wbcte 
it  proved  fatal.  In  all  probability,  the  effects  of  titillatH>n'*  as  i| 
Yemedy,  should  be  confined  to  the  excitement  of  laiiighter,  which 
in  old  or  obstinate  case^  may  be  excited  even  ^o  an  immoderatci 
degree. 

It  is,  perhaps,  difficult  to  determine  how  far  titillation  acts 
directly  on  the  affected  nerves,  or  indirectly  through  the  medium 
of  the  biiain ;  the  latter  appears  to  be  the  saost  probable  opinion  1 
and  if  this  be  found  to  be  the  am^  it  may  be  equally  beneficial 
to  titi}late  the  slfin  of  the  ^ound  as  of  the  paralytic  limb»  tbiKi 
obtaining  a  more  extensive,  and  a  more  efficacious  mode  of  ap-* 
plying  titillation  83  a  remedy.  The  influence  of  mental  emotioiii 
pn  the  nervous  system,  and  on  the  vitajl  and  animal  functions^ 
^as  not  yet  met  with  that  consideration  in  the  treatment  of  dia^ 
leases  which  it  appears  to  merit.  The  eflects  of  music  in  some 
pf  these  4isease%  and  the  variations  of  the  same  disease  in  indiyin 
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daalsf  under  the  influence  of  different  mental  emotions,  prove 
this  inflaence,  and  might  lead  us  to  expect  that  great  beneficial 
advantages  might  be  derived,  from  acting  on  the  minds  of  those 
aflKcted  with  such  complaints. 
London^  February  IS12. 
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Oh  the  Diseases  of  Iceland.  From  Sir  O.S.  Mackenzie's  Travek* 

*Vro  apokffv  is  necessaiy  fisr  the  leoglk  of  the  present  extract. 
-^^  The  influence  of  climate^  soil^  diei^  and  customs^  upon  the 
hi?alth  of  the  human  species,  is  at  aB  times  an  intere^ng  subiect 
of  inquiry  to  the  medical  phiiosopher  $  but  in  no  instance  aoe» 
it  prcunise  more  marked  ioA  usetid  results  than  in  the  present 
linstance.  Medical  literature  abounds  with  valuable  writings  on 
the  diseases  of  warm  climates  $  but  they  had  no  counterpart  wor- 
thy of  being  contrasted  with  them,  until  the  present  essay,  by 
Dr  Hollano,  who  accompanied  Sir  G.  Mackenzie  in  his  expedi* 
tion  to  Iceland,  was  given  to  the  public 

^'  The  poverty  of  thje  Icdanders,  and  the  ditpersion  of  tbeh*  small 
icommumty  over  so  vast  an  extent  of  country,  render  it  ahnost.  im? 
possible  that  medical  practitioners  should  obtain  an  independent  snb^ 
sisteo/ce  in  the  island.  To  obviate  as  far  as  possiUe,  diis  evil,  a  small 
medical  establishment  is  provided  at  the  pnbUc  expense ;  cooKstinic 
of  a  superintendant  physician,  who  has  the  title  of  landphysicus,  an 
apothecary,  and  $ve  subordinate  medical  men,  who  are  stationed  as 
different  parts  of  the  island.  The  physician  and  apothecary  ue  set> 
tied  in  the  vicinity  of  Reikiavik ;  where  a  house,  somewhat  superior 
in  size  and  accommodation  to  the  common  class  of  Icelandic  habitar 
tions,  is  provided  for  their  reception.  Independently  of  this  provt- 
sion,  and  the  use  of  some  land  annexed  to  the  house,  the  landphysi? 
cus  has  aA  annual  salary  of  600  rtx-dollars,  with  the  liberty  to  avail 
himself  of  the  profits  of  any  practice  which  his  situation  may  affordL 
The  present  possessor  of  the  ofl$ce  is  Dr  Klog,  a  native  of  Iceland, 
but  educated  at  Copenhagen.  Of  the  country  practitioners,  one  is 
stationed  on  the  southern  coast  of  the  idand ;  another  on  the  eastern 
jcoast ;  a  third  on  the  northern  s  and  two  }Si  the  western  provincs^ 
The  reader  will  readily  conceive  how  entirely  destitute  of  aiedica) 
assistance  many  parts  of  the  country  must  be,  when  it  is  roentioBe4 
that  some  of  these  districts,  subject  to  the  care  of  a  single  individual^ 
fjxtend  ne»ly  ^00  miles  along  the  foast,  with  a  h^^^^d^  varying 
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from  teQ  to  thirty  miles.  We  had  an  opportunity,  while  in  Iceland^ 
of  seeing  two  of  the  country  practitioners ;  both  very  respectable 
me^,  and  well  informed  in  their  profession.  One  of  them,  Mr  Paul- 
son, has  already  been  noticed,  as  possessing  a  more  extensive  know- 
ledge of  natural  history  than  any  of  his  countrymen. 

**  With  the  exception  of  three  hospitals,  in  which  a  few  incurable 
lepers  receive  gratuitous  support,  no  medical  institution  exists  on  the 
island*  These  hospitals  are  maintained  at  the  public  expense  ;  and 
in  a  method  worthy  of  being  noticed  from  its  singularity.  On  a 
certain  specified  day,  at  that  time  of  the  year  when  the  fishery  on 
the  coast  is  most  abimd^nt  ai|d  successful,  every  fishing-boat  in  the 
island  is  inquired  to  contribute  one  man's  share  of  the  eapture  that 
has  been  made.  A  prpvisipp  is  added  to  the  law,  that  if  the  number 
of  fish  taken  by  any  boat  on  this 'day  does  not  afford  a  share  of  five 
to  each  fisherman,  the  contribution  to  the  hospitals  shall  be  delayed* 
until  the  next  time  when  the  produce' 6f  a  day's  fishing  equals  or  ex- 
ceeds this  amount. 

'*  In  speaking  of  the  diseases  of  Iceland,  it  will  be  necessary  to  al- 
lude only  to  those  which  furnish  any  facts  peculiar  and  interesting ; 
or  which  are  more  especially  connected  with  the  climate  and  mode 
of  living  ampng  the  inhabitants.  «i 

'*  The  diet  of  the  Icelanders  consists  almost  solely  of  animal  food  ; 
of  which  fisb»  either  fresh  or  dried,  forms  by  far  the  largest  propor- 
tion. Durit^g  the  summer  they  have  milk  and  butter  in  considerable 
abundance  5  but  of  bread,  and  every  other  vegetable  food,  there  is 
the  utmost  scarcity,  and,  among  the  lower  classes,  an  almost  entire 
privation.  The  want  of  cleanliness  in  the  personal  and  domestic  ha- 
bits.of  the  people,  has  been  frequently  alluded  to  in  the  preceding 
pages.  It  is  an  evil  incident  to  their  situation  j  the  removal  of  which 
could  probably  only  be  accomplished  by  the  sacrifice  of  other  habits* 
still  more  essential  to  their  comfortable  existence.  As  an  effect  of 
these  circumstances  in  the  jffiode  of  life  of  the  Icelanders,  cutaneous 
diseases,  arising  from  a  cachectic  state  of  the  body,  are  exceedingly 
frequent  among  them,  and  appear  under  some  of  their  worst  forms. 
Scurvy  and  leprosy  are  common  in  the  island  ;  occurring  especially 
in  the  districts  of  Guldbringd  and  Snaefell  Syssels,  and  on  other  parts 
of  the  western  coast,  where  the  inhabitants  depend  chiefiy  upon  fish- 
ing, and  where  the  pastures  are  inferior  in  extent  aindf  produce.  The 
scurvy  {kreppusott),  as  it  appears  in  Iceland,  presents  no  remarkable 
peculiarity  of  symptoms.  The  disease  is  observed  to  occur  with 
greatest  frequency  at  those  periods,  when  there  has  been  a  deficiency 
of  food  among  the  inhabitants,  or  when  the  snow  and  frost  of  the 
winter  succeed  immediately  to  a  wet  autumnal  season.  For  its  cure, 
a  vegetable  diet  is  employed,  in  as  far  as  the  circumstances  W  the 
Icelanders  will  allow  of  such' means.  Fruits  of  every  kind  are  alto- 
gether wanting  to  them  ;  but  some  advantage  is  derived  from  the 
employment  of  the  cochlearia  (ofiicinalis  et  Danica),  of  the  trefoil 
(trifolium  repens),  of  the  berries  and  tops  of  the  juniper  (juniper i^ 
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coromutlis),  and  of  the  sedttm  acre  ;  plants  'which  are  all  indigenous, 
in  the  island. 

**  The  leprosy  of  the  Icelanders,  {Likthra^  Holdsveike^  or  Spitelska)^ 
exhibits  in  many  instances  all  the  essential  characters  of  the  genuine 
elephantiasis,  or  lepra  Arabum  ;  *  and  is  a  disease  of  the  most  for- 
midable and  distressing  kind.  Indolent  tumours  of  the  face  and 
limbs  are  geperally  among  the  first  symptoms  of  the  complaint,  at- 
tended by  swellings  of  the  salivary,  inguinal,  and  axillary  glands. 
The  nostrils,  ears,  and  lips,  are  prbgressively  aflfected  with  swelling 
and  deformity^  The  skin  over  the  whole,  or  different  parts  of  the 
body,  becomes  thick  and  hard;  sometimes  exhibiting  a  shining  or 
unctuous  surface,  sometimes  one  rough  and  scabrous,  which,  at  a 
more  advanced  period  of  the  disease,  displays  numerous  cracks  or 
fissures.  The  senses  are  usually  much  enfeebled  ;  and  anaesthesia  of 
the  extremities  generally  occurs.  The  voice  assumes  a  peculiar 
hoarseness  and  nasal  tone,  frequently  with  swelling  of  the  tonsils,  but 
without  any  hindrarjce  of  deglutition,  until  the  disease  has  made  great 
progress  in  the  habit  of  the  patient :  the  breath  and  perspired  matter 
are  extremely  fetid ;  and  the  hair  and  nails  frequently  fall  off*.  The 
tumours  in  different  parts  of  the  body  gradually  pass  into  malignant 
ulcers,  which  discharge  an  acrid,  unhealthy  matter.  In  this  state 
the  patient  often  lingers  during  a  long  time ;  or,  where  the  disease 
has  a  more  speedy  termination,  all  the  symptoms  are  rapidly  aggra- 
vated, and  he  is  carried  off  in  a  state  of  extreme  debility  and  wretch- 
edness, f 

**  When  it  is  considered  how  frequently  unsuccessful  the  treatment 
of  this  disease  is  in  more  auspicious  regions,  it  will  not  excite  sur- 
prise that  in  Iceland  the  attempt  at  cure  should  generally  be  unavail. 
ing.  Where,  from  the  situation  of  the  patient,  medical  assistance 
can  be  obtained,  laxatives,  diaphoretics,  and  issues,  or  sometimes 
even  venesection,  are  employed  in  the  earlier  stages,  or  with  a  pro- 
phylactic view.  The  indigenous  plants  which  the  natives  emplpy  aa 
remedies,  are  the  juniper,  the  vaccinium  myrtillus,  the  rhodiola  ro- 
sea, and  the  dryas  octopetala ;  the  latter  of  which  particularly  grows 
in  great  abundance  on  the  island.  These  remedies,  howe^ver,  appear 
to  be  of  little  avail  in  relieving  any  of  the  urgent  symptoms  of  the 
disease. 

*'  Jt  does  not  appear  that  any  distinct  record  exists  in  Iceland  of 
the  first  appearance  of  the  leprosy  in  this  country.  The  Chevalier 
Bach,  in  his  letter  to  Dr  Van  Troil  on  the  subject,  thinks  it  probable 
that  the  disease  was  brought  into  Iceland  from  Asia  or  the  south  of 
Europe,  at  the  time  of  the  crusades ;  in  which  he  asserts  that  these 
islanders  bore  a  part  with  the  other  nations  of  Europe.  :|:  From  the 
ecclesiastical  history  of  Iceland,  it  appears  that  the  latter  statement 

•  The  elephantiasis  of  CuUen :  the  elcphantiabis  legitima  of  S^uvage. 

f  The  description  given  by  Dr  T.  Heberden  of  tlie  elephantiasis  occurring  in  the 
kland  of  Madeira,  accords  very  exactly  with  the  appearance  of  tlie  disease  a»  it  ex» 
ists  in  Iceland.     See  London  Medical  TraosacttonB,  VoL  X. 
.  }  Sec  Van  TroU*s  Letters  ou  Iceland. 
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is  not  well  founded :  but  though  not  partictpating  in  the  holy  #anr, 
the  Icelanders  had  at  this  period  an  intimate  connexion  with  the  Bu« 
ropean  continent ;  and  the  disease  of  which  we  are  speaking,  when 
mice  introduced)  would  readily  be  kept  up,  partly  by  its  contagioua 
character,  principally  perhaps  by  the  food  and  personal  habits  of  the 
people.  In  the  rest  m  Etn'ope,  it  has  gradually  disappeared,  in  con* 
sequence  of  the  progressire  improvement  in  the  modes  of  living  a«» 
mong  every  class  of  society. 

*^  The  ravages  committed  by  the  smal}*pox  in  Icekmd  have  beeil 
auch  as  to  render  this  disease  important  even  in  the  peKtical  history 
of  the  island.  Introduced  from  the  continent  at  difierent  periodsi 
and  these  in  general  distant  from  each  other,  it  has  spread  rapidly, 
and  under  its  most  virulent  form  ;  producing  effects  almost  unex« 
ampkd  in  the  history  of  this  dreadful  disease.  The  most  remairk* 
able  instance  of  this  kind  occurred  in  1707  ;  daring  which  year  the 
mortality  amounted,  according  to  the  most  accurate  estimate,  to  a* 
bout  16,000  souls ;  more  than  a  fourth  part  of  the  whole  populatioif 
of  the  country  at  that  period.  Several  similar  instances  are  record- 
ed in  the  history  of  Iceland,  though  none  attended  with  effects  so 
extensively  disastrous.  A  few  years  ago,  tb^  vaccine  matter  was  in- 
troduced'into  the  island  from  Denmark ;  but  owing  to  the  smalhiest 
ef  the  population,  and  ies  dispersion  over  so  wide  a  surface,  this  was 
soon  lost  again  ;  and  at  the  time  of  our  arrival,  we  found  the  prac- 
tice of  inoculation  entirely  suspended.  In  the  contemplation  of  this 
circumstance,  we  had  taken  out  with  us  a  few  vaccine  crusts,  with 
thedest^  of  recommemlingthe  method  lately  proposed  by  Mr  Bryce. 
Almost  immediately  on  our  arrrval,  we  inoculated  several  children  i^. 
Reikiavik,  and  afterwards  in  other  parts  of  the  cmmtry ;  and  having 
a  communication  with  the  landphysicus  on  the  subject,  we  had  ike 
aatislaction  of  knowing,  before  we  returned  to  Britain,  that  the  vaccine 
crust  had  found  its  way  into  every  part  of  the  istand.  The  adoption 
#f  the  plan  of  inoculating  from  the  cruet  will  doubtless  secure  to  the 
inhabitants  a  permanent  continuance  of  this  blessing. 

**  The  Icelanders  have  occasionally  snifered  much  from  the  mea*^ 
ries,  as  weU  as  from  the  small>pox ;  •  the  epidemic  being  attended  with 
inflammatory  affections  of  the  chest.  In  1797»  six  hundred  people 
were  carried  off  by  this  disease. 

**  Syphilis  cannot  be  said  to  exist  in  Iceland.  Single  cmcs  have 
aometimes  occurred  from  connnunication  with  fbreigneni ;  but  th^ 
disease  has  always  been  intercepted  before  it  made  any  progress  in 
the  country. 

*<  P^ra  is  an  ainiost  universal  complaint  in  Iceland,  appearing  In* 
discriminately  among  all  classes  of  the  Inhabitants.  No  discredit  tf 
attached  to  it,  nor  does  it  seem  that  any  means'  of  cure  are  attempt- 
jed,  though  the  most  efficacious  remedy  exists  in  so  much  abundance 
^n  the  country. 

'<  Inflammatory  visceral  affections  are  very  common  among  the 
Icelanders.  >  The  va:riab]e  nature  of  the  climate,  and  the  constant 
exposure  to  wet  and  cold  which  is  ^)cuITed  in  the  occupation  of  ^1^- 
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ing»  give  a  strong  tendency  to  pulmonary  complaints ;  and  out  of  the 
annual  number  of  deaths  in  the  inland,  a  very  large  proportion  ar« 
referable  to  this  cause.  This  fact  was  ascertained  from  the  examin* 
ation  of  certain  statistical  registers,  which  are  annually  drawn  up  by 
the  priests  of  the  several  parishes,  and  transmitt^  to  the  Bishop  of 
Rejkiavi](.  In  these  pulmonary  affections,  and  especially  in  cases  of 
pbthisisy  the  Lichen  Islandiciis  is  much  employed  by  the  natives ; 
and  possesses  a  reputation  among  them,  which  the  experience  of  ita 
effects  in  other  countries  would  scarcely  seem  to  warrant.  As  a 
demulcent  remedy«  however,  it  probably  in  some  degree  alleviates 
the  symptoms,  and,  as  an  article  of  diet  in  such  cases,  its  use  may 
certainly  be  advantageous. 

^*  Inflammatory  affections  of  the  abdominal  viscera  are  likewise  very 
common  among  the  Icelanders;  chiefly  perhaps  in  consequence  of  Uie 
peculiar  nature  of  the  diet  to  which  they  are  accustomed.  It  is  posi- 
sible  also  that  a  disposition  may  be  given  to  these  complaints  by  th^ 
treatment  of  the  children  in  their  early  infancy.  A  motlier  in  Icejaud 
seldom  suckles  her  child ;  but  nourishes  it,  from  the  time  of  its  birth, 
with  cow's  or  sheep's  milk,  which  the  infant  sucks  from  a  piece  oT 
moistened  rag,  or  a  sponge.  Wh^re,  from  extreme  poverty,  or  othet 
circumstances,  milk  cannot  be  obtained,  a  litUe  hsh  or  flesh  meat^ 
rolled  up  in  cloth  and  linen,  and  put  into  the  infant's  mouth,  is  tfa^ 
substitute  most  commonly  employed.  The  diet  of  the  Icelander^, 
likewise  gives  much  disposition  to  worms ;  and  the  ^scarides  are  ob« 
served  to  be  particularly  frequent. 

^'  The  climate  and  th^  occupations  of  the  people,  particularly  tha( 
of  fishing,  render  rheumatic  affections  very  common.  It  is  said  that 
gout  also  occasionally  occurs ;  but  it  may  be  doubted  whetber  it  is 
not  some  modification  of  rheumatism  which  obtains  this  name. 

^*  Hypochondriasis  is  a  frequent  complaint  among  the  natives  of 
Iceland;  induced  probably  by  the  physical  circumstances  of  their  si- 
tuation,  and  the  long  confinement  to  their  habitations,  which  is  ne- 
cessary during  the  winter  season.  Yet  the  general  temperament  of 
the  Icelanders  does  not  appear  to  be  a  melancholic  one ;  and  the  vi- 
vacity of  their  manner  frequently  forms  a  striking  contrast  to  the 
wretchedness  which  their  external  condition  4isplay8« 

^^  Besides  the  diseases  which  have  already  been  noticed,  I  had  the 
opportunity,  while  in  Iceland,  of  seeing  cases  of  epilepsy,  hysteria 
mmenorrboea,  menorvhagia,  asthma,  icterus,  &c.  No  case  of  idiopathic 
fever,  either  intermittent  or  continued,  occurred  to  my  observation* 
With  respect  to  intermittently,  however,  I  was  informed  that  they  oo* 
casionally  appear  among  the  inhabitants  under  a  well  marked  form  ^ 
an  effect  no  doubt  of  the  vast  extent  of  bogs  and  marshy  ground, 
which  are  found  even  in  the  most  populous  districts  of  the  island. 

^*  A  singular  complaint  remains  to  be  noticed,  the  effects  of  whicli,. 
though  limited  to  a  small  spot,  are  eminently  disastrous  as  far  as  they 
extend.  This  is  the  disease,  called  ginklqfe  by  the  Icelanders ;  the 
tetanus  or  trismus  neonatorum  of  medical  writers ;  which  invades  chil* 
4ren  at  a  very  esfly  age,  and  almaet  invariably  proves  fatal  ia  its  evenl* 
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It  occurs  very  rarefy,  if  at  all,  on  the  mainland  of  Iceland;  but  is  con- 
fined principally  to  the  group  of  islands,  called  Westmann-Eyar,  si- 
tUHted  on  the  southern  coast,  of  which  a  description  has  already  been 
^iveir  in  the  Journal,  p.  258.  The  population  of  Heimaey,  which  is 
the  only  one  of  these  islands  that  is  inhabited,  does  not  amount  at 
present  to  200  souls,  and  is  almost  entirely  supported  by  migration 
from  the  mainland;  scarcely  a  single  instance  having  been  known, 
during  the  last  twenty  years,  of  a  child  surviving  the  period  of  infan- 
cy. During  a  great  part  of  the  year,  the  island  is  wholly  inaccessible 
in  consequence  of  storms,  currents,  and  the  nature  of  the  coast.  The 
inhabitants  are  therefore  left  almost  solely  td  their  own  resources. 
Their  chief  article  of  food  is  the  sea-fowl,  called  the  Fulmar,  which 
they  produce  in  vast  abundance  ;  using  the  eggs  and  flesh  of  the  bird, 
and  salting  the  latter  for  their  winter  food.  The  destructive  effect 
upon  the  fi««hery  around  these  islands,  by  the  great  volcanic  eruptions 
in  178S,  has  before  been  mentioned.  Of  vegetable  food  the  inhabit- 
ants have  none,  and  there  are  only  a  few  cows  and  sheep  on  the  island. 

**  The  distressing  consequences  of  this  disease- led  the  Danish  go- 
vernment to  give  an  oflficial  direction  to  the  landphysicus  of  Iceland, 
to  visit  the  Westmann  Islands,  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  its  na- 
ture and  causes.  This  gentleman  went  over  to  the  islands  during  the 
summer  of  1810,  and  remained  three  weeks  on  the  spot.  Though  he 
did  not  himself  see  a  case  of  the  disease,  be  obtained  all  the  principal 
facts^  connected  with  it  from  the  priests,  and  those  of  the  inhabitants 
who  had  had  children.  The  symptoms  of  the  complaint  are  briefly 
these.  Very  soon  after  birth,  strabismus  arid  rolling  of  the  eyes  are 
observed  ;  subsultus  tendinum  occurs ;  and  the  muscles  of  the  back 
are  often  drawn  together  and  stiffened,  evidently  by  incipient  spasm, 
^hese  appearances  infallibly  denote  the  approach  and  event  of  the 
disease.  Haviug  continued  during  a  period  varying  from  one  to  seven 
days  after  birth,  trismus  generally  comes  on,  sometimes  attended  by 
opisthotonos,  which  is  strictly  called  the  sinklofe ;  occasionally  with 
emprosthotonos,  to  which  the  name  of  klums  is  given  by  the  natives. 
The  trismus  present  impedes  deglutition,  and  the  paroxysms  be- 
coming more  violent,  the  infant  is  speedily  carried  off.  When  the 
rare  event  of  a  favou-able  termination  occurs,  it  is  portended  by  a 
critical,  diarrhoea,  or  by  an  exanthematous  eruption,  with  the  eva- 
cuation of  the  meconium. 

**  The  following  table,  which  includes  a  period  of  twenty- five  years, 
shows  the  mortality  consequent  upon  this  disease  in  the  Westmann 
Islands ;  and  exhibits  also  the  days  upon  which  death  has  happened. 

Children,       1,     3,  14,  16,  22,  7.5,  16,  18,  10,     2,      1,     1,     5,     1. 
Lived  days,  2,     5,     4,     5,     6,     7,     8,     9,  10,  11,  12,  15,  14,  21. 

**  It  will  be  seen  from  this  table,  that  the  number  of  deaths  on  the 
7th  day  greatly  exceed  those  on  any  other ;  and  also  that  they  are 
more  frequent  on  the  i4th  day,  than  on  the  days  immediately  precef- 
ding  or  succeeding  it.  From  the  proj)ortion  which  these  cases  of  fa- 
tal event  bear  to  the  whole  population  of  the  island,  it  is  probable  that 
fcw,  if  any,  iofctatices  of  recovery  have  occurred^  duriag  the  period 
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included  in  the  table.    No  methods  of  cure  have  hitherto  been  re- 
sorted to  by  the  inhabitants. 

**  This  disease  is  well  known  to  prevail  in'other  parts  of  the  world; 
and  has  been  particularly  described  as  it  appears  in  the  West  Indies, 
and  in  the  island  of  Minorca.  *  It  exists  also  in  Switzerland,  and  in 
some  northern  districts  of  Scotland ;  especially  in  the  island  of  St 
Kilda^  the  inhabitants  of  which,  in  their  diet  and  mode  of  lifb,  much 
resemble  the  natives  of  the  Westmann  Islands.  The  exciting  causes 
are  involved  in  much  obscurity.  It  may  be  presumed,  however,  that 
they  must  vary  considerably,  when  the  disease  appears  in  countries 
•0  widely  dijQFerent  with  respect  to  climate,  and  the  situation  of  the 
inhabitants;  Its  occurrence  in  the  Westmann  Islands  may  reason- 
ably be  supposed  to  have  some  connexion  with  the  extraordinary  diet 
of  the  natives  i  and  this  is  the  more  probable,  as  it  appears  that  the 
complaint  has  been  much  more  frequent,  since  their  fishery  was  de- 
stroyed by  the  volcanic  eruptions  in  1783.  Independently  of  any  ef« 
feet  which  the  peculiarity  of  the  mother's  constitution  may  have  up- 
on her  offspring,  the  practice  of  giving  to  the  infant  a  strong  and  oily 
animal  food  almost  immediately  after  birth,  will  necessarily  create  ir- 
ritation in  the  bowels,  and  dispose  to  spasmodic  affections.  Dr  Klog* 
in  some  remarks  he  gave  me  on  this  subject  attributes  much  to  the  ef* 
fects  of  the  sea  air,  and  of  a  moist  atmosphere ;  but  had  these  causes 
any  considerable  influence,  we  might  expect  that  the*  disease  would 
be  more  fre^ent  in  different  parts  of  the  world,  than  is  actually  found 
to  be  the  case. 

"  The  age  which  the  Icelanders  usually  attain,  presehts  nothing  very 
remarkable  in  either  extreme.  From  the  table  of  population,  given 
in  a  preceding  part  of  this  volume,  it  appears  that,  in  1801,  when  the 
number  of  inhabitants  was  47,207,  there  were  41  persons  between  the 
ages  of  90  and  100 :  443  between  80  and  90 ;  and  1698  between  70 
and  80.  The  number  of  females  was  25,371 ;  of  males,  only  21,746* 
The  longevity  of  the  females  exceeds  considerably  that  of  the  males ; 
owing  no  doubt  to  their  less  exposure  to  the  severities  of  labour,  and 
the  hardships  of  the  climate.  Of  the  41  persons  between  90  and 
100*  35  were  females ;  of  those  between  80  and  90,  285  were  fe- 
males; while  the  number  of  males  was  not  moi^e  than  158.  A  com- 
parison of  facts  would  probably  prove,  that  the  longevity  of  the  Ice- 
landers rather  exceeds,  than  falls  short  of,  the  average  obtained  from 
the  continental  nations  of  Europe. 

**  The  Icelanders  are  in  general  of  a  tall  stature;  arising,  however, 
rather  from  the  length  of  the  spine,  than  of  the  limbs :  the  head  rs 
of  the  middle  size:  the  cojuntenance  open:  the  complexion  exceed- 
ingly fair,  and,  among  the  women,  often  very  florid.  The  hair  is 
almost  universally  of  a  light  colour,  and  seldom  curled.  Corpulency 
is  rarely  observed  among  the  natives  of  the  island. '' 


•   See  the  works  of  Hillary,  Cliisholtn,  and  Clarke,  ou  the  diseggei  of  tli«  W«s(l 
Indiet;  aod  Ckghoro*b  dib^as^  of  ^JUnon.'s. 
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PART  IL 

CRITICAL    ANALYSIS. 


Transaetims  of  tie  Medical  Society  of  iMndfM*   Vd.  I.    P«rt  L 

London,  1810.    pp.  S48. 

IITedical  science  is  indebted  to  the  Society  of  Bolt-Court  for 
^^  six  volumefi  of  Memoirs.  Owing  we  believe  to  some  un- 
fortunate schism  amongst  its  members,  their  publication  was  sus- 
pended I  but  the  volume  now  before  us  is  a  proof,  that  the  atten-* 
tion  of  the  society  is  f^in  directed  to  the  proper  object  of  its 
inatitutiofi.  To  the  printed  seiectioii  of  the  papiers  presented  to 
it,  the  title  of  TransacHcms  is  now  given ;  and  it  ia  proposed  to 
publkh  at  more  remilar  intervals  than  heretofbre. 

The  articles  in  the  present  part  are  not  very  mntteflrons ;  atid  it 
is  unnecessary  to  class  them.  The  first  is  on  Medical  Technolo* 
gift  from  the  learned  secretary,  John  Mason  Good,  Esq.  It 
evinces  considerable  knowledge  of  tongues,  in  exposing  the  bar- 
barous and  incongruous  derivations  of  our  medical  nomencla- 
ture ;  and  contemplates  the  sources  of  its  impurity  and  perplexi- 
ty, under  the  following  heads — 

'*  First,  the  intennixtare  of  different  tongues  that  have  no  £iiliil^ 
or  dialectic  union.  Secondly,  the  want  of  a  common  principle  m  th« 
origin  or  appropriation  of  terms.  Thirdly,  the  introonction  of  a  va- 
riety of  useless  synonymei,  or  the  adoption  of  diflfereDt  words  by  dif* 
ferent  writers  to  express  the  same  idea.  Fourtiily,  imprectsioB  in  tbs 
use  of  the  same  terms.  Fifthly,  an  unnecessary  coinage  of  new  terms 
upon  a  coinage  of  new  systems. " 

But  Mr  Good  goes  further ;  he  has  attempted  to  reform  our 
nomenclature,  according  to  general  principles.  Those  selected 
by  him  are —  / 

1.  To  discard,  as  much  as  possible,  equivocal  terms,  or,  where 
this  cannot  he  done,  to  affix  a  precise  meaning  to  each,  and  to 
use  it  in  that  sense  only. 
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2*  To  create  as  few  new  words  as  possible,  and  among  %yno^ 
njrmoBs  terms  now  in  use,  to  select  one,  and  use  it  exclusively. 

S.  To  limit  our  language,  as  much  as  possible,  to  one  source^ 
the  Greek. 

Lastly,  To  pay  a  scrupulous  attention  to  the  sense  in  which 
we  employ  the  affixed,  and  suffixed  particles,  which  are  used  iii 
compound  terms  to  express  the  peculiar  quality  of  the  disease, 
denoted  by  the  theme  or  radical.  Attention  to  this  rule  is,  iii 
the  opinion  of  Mr  Good,  absolutely  necessary  to  a  due  simplicity 
and  precision  in  our  nomenclature ;  and  in  conformity  with  it, 
but,  as  we  shall  see,  in  direct  opposition  to  his  second  rule,  hel 
suggests  the  following  regulations,  upon  which  his  nomenclature 
is^  constructed. 

'^  ].  Let  the  particle  a  («}  express  alone  the  idea  ot  total  priva- 
tion ;  as  in  amentia^  agalactia^  antenorrhcea* 

**  2.  Let  (fys  {^vf)  express  alone  the  idea  of  deficiency^  as  its  ori*' 
gin  ivuf  or  ^v^  most  natUi'aliy  imports,  and  as  we  find  it  employed  toi 
express  in  dys-fnceat  difi  cinesia^  and  dys^hagid. 

*^  S.  As  an  Opposite  to  dys^  let  en  (»]  be  employed  as  an  aiigmen- 
tatiTe  particle,  as  we  have  it  in  en^harmoniCf  en4eUchia^  and  en^ergetic* 
En  m  not  often,  indeed,  a  medical  compound,  nor  do  I  Recollect  its 
being  employed  in  more  than  two  instances ;  ert'cephaldn,  in  which  it 
has  the  sense  of  interior  (a  word,  indeed,  that  has  been  l^g  falling 
into  disuse),  Mid  en-uresisy  in  which  it  imports  exc^ess^  imd  is  conse^ 
quently  used  as  now  recommended^  Thus  restricted,  w  and  ivf  will 
bare  the  force  of  vxn^  and  »«er«r,  but  will  be  far  more  manageable  ui 
the  formation  of  compounds. 

'*  4.  Let  agra  («y(«}  be  restrained  to  express  the  idea  of  simple 
morbid  affection  in  an  organ^  synonymously  with  the  Latin  jmt^o,  or 
the  herh  of  the  Arabians. 

*^  5.  Let  itis  (m^)  express  alone  the  idea  of  inflammatory  action^ 
as  in  cephalitis^  gastritis^  nephritis^ 

**  6.  Let  algia  {$tXyM)  express  alone  the  idea  of  pain  or  ache,  to 
the  banishment  of^such  useless  synonyms  as  odme  vaicopos  or  coptts^ 

**  7.  Let  rhagia  (from  fiirrti  rumpo)  be  (^onfaned  to  express  a  pre^ 
tematural  flux  of  blood. 

**  B.  hetrhaa  (from  futjltio)  express  a  pneterhatural  flnt  of  any 
either  kindi  ^' 

As  a  test  of  the  practicability  and  advantage  pf  these  princi- 
ples, Mr  Good  has  subjoined  a  table,  in  which  they  are  ap];^ied 
to  the  combination  of  a  dozen  of  radicals  with  eight  particles. 

We  must  confess,  that  after  all  that  Mr  Good  has  said  in 
favour  of  his  nomenclature,  notwitbstuiding  its  ingenuity  and 
prepossessing  simplicity,  it  seems  to  us  exp^ed  to  ins^rmount-' 
able  objections,  both  general  and  special*  We  do  not  think 
nosological  language  can  be  advantageously  reforipod  upon  anjf 
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general  principles,  both  on  account  of  the  nnmber  of  new  terms 
which  must  necessarily  be  created,  and  of  the  equally  unavoid- 
able connexion  of  these  with  hypothesis.  The  successful  intro- 
duction of  a  scientific  nomenclature  into  chemistry,  has  been 
quoted' as  an  argument  in  support  of  a  reform  of  that  of  medi- 
cine. But,  in  this  respect,  tnese  sciences  are  totally  dissimilar^ 
Diseases  are  not,  like  objects  of  chemtstryi  fixed  and  determin- 
ate in  regard  to  specific  characters,  but  incapable  of  analysis 
into  essential  constituents,  and  constantly  suffering  uncertaki 
changes.  Hence,  in  every  attempt  at  a  general  re&rm  of  me- 
dical nomenclature,  hypothesis  has  been,  and  must  necessarily 
be  deeply  concerned.  We  might  prove  this,  from  the  changes 
proposed  by  almost  every  systematic  writer  f  but  we  shall  content 
ourselves  with  one  of  the  latest  and  most  arrogant  in  his  preten- 
sions. What  then,  we  would  ask,  has  medical  science  gained 
by  Pinel's  new  nomenclature  of  febrile  diseases  ?  Is  Ahgwstenic 
kss  objectionable  than  inflammatory  ^  Meningo-gastric  than  bi- 
lious; Adcnomeningic  than  pituitous;  Adynamic  than  putrid; 
Ataxic  than  malignant ;  or  Adenonervom  than  the  plague  of  the 
Levant  ?  But  the  evil  is  palpable.  These  innovations  have  ren- 
dered his  writings,  and  those  of  his  followers  less  intelligible  to  the 
rest  of  the  profession.  Indeed,  every  reform  obliges  ^us  to  learn 
a  new  language,  which  can  never  supersede  the  necessity  of  be- 
ing intimate  with  those  already  in  use ;  for  the  progress  of  medt- 
cine  never  has  been  so  rapid,  that  the  study  even  of  the  earliest 
tothors  can  be  generally  disp^ised  with. 

Upon  Mr  Good's  nomenclature  we  shall  only  observe,  that  of 
the  seventy  compound  terms  in  his  table,  no  less  than  fifty-nine 
are  new,  and  that,  upon  his  principles^  the  same  name  is  of^n  ap^ 
plicable  to  very  different  diseases,  and  different  names  are  eqaalr 
Jy  applicable  to  the  same  diseases.  Inflammation,  pain,  swellings 
increased  discharge,  are  not  only  not  incompatible  with  each  o- 
ther,  but  commonly  are  blended  m  such  various  proportions  that 
it  is  impossible  to  select  one  as  peculiarly  characteristic  of  the  dis- 
ease; and  if  at  one  time  it  should  be  most  prominent,  it  seklom 
continues  so  through  the  whole  progress  of  the  disease.  OtagrOf 
otitis f  otalgia,  and  otiirheca,  are  all  at  times  applicable  to  £aradie» 
Anopia  is  equally  the  denomination  for  cataract,  amaurosis,  cali- 
go  corneae,  and  staphyloma,  as  in  all  vision  is  destroyed.  J^ 
^enteiia,  to  which  he  has  affixed  the  common  meaning  of  the 
term,  should,  in  Mr  Good's  system,  designate  no  specific  disease, 
but  denote,  without  any  reference  to  the  cause  or  concomitant 
symptoms,  every  degree  of  costivencss  less  than  his  Aneiiteria, 
absolute  constipation.  Again,  enenttria  he  gives  as  a  synon^me 
©f  diarrhoea,  and  enttrrhcea  of  cholera ;  but  the  former  should 
Btvietly  mean  an  increajse  of  the  fecal  function,  and  the  latter 
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an  increased  intestinal  discharge,  not  of  blood,  uid  should  of 
course  include  the  former,  and  many  other  diseases,  even  if  we 
were  disposed  to  admit  diat  increased  intestinal  discharge  was  the 
best  characteristic  of  cholera.  In  the  same  manner,  Urirrhce€ 
is  improperly  restricted  to  purulent  urine,  and  Enuria  to  involun- 
tary flux  of  urine:  the  former  should  include  everv  preternatural 
flux  from  the  urinary  organs,  and  the  latter  should  be  appropri* 
ated  to  increased  flux  of  urine.  But  there  is  no  end  of  special 
objections.  They  will  suggest  themselves  to  everv  one  who  con- 
siders the  subject :  At  the  same  time,  many  of  the  observations 
in  this  essay  will  be  perused  with  pleasure. 

Art  II.  Memoirs  of  the  late  fVtlUam  Hewson^  by  Dr  Lettsom^ 
Art.  III.  History  of  fatal  effects  from  the  accidental  use  of 
White  Lead,  by  Mr  Deering^ '  with  additional  remarks  by  Dr 
Shearman. 

This  communication  is  valuable  in  many  respects.  It  contains 
a  good  description  of  the  acute  effects  of  lead,  and  shows  the  im- 
portance of  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  effects  of  poisons^ 
and  the  necessity  of  overlooking  no  possible  source  in  our  search 
afler  them,  when  suspected. 

'  '*  On  the  2 ift  of  Oaober  laft,  I  was  defired  to  vifit  Mrs  R.,  the  wife 
of  a  refpedable  tradefman  in  Alderfgate  Street^  who  complained  of  vio« 
lent  pain  in  the  fcrobiculu^  cordis,  with  great  forenefs  of  the  epigafiric 
region  when  prefTed  upon.  She  had  voniited  a  coofiderable  quantity  of 
hiSous  mattery  and  at  the  fame  time  her  bowels  were  conflipated :  the 
pulfe  was  calm  and  irregular;  the  tongue  clean  and  moifl;  and  there  was 
no  fymptom  of  fever  prefent.  She  immediately  took  a  cathartic,  which 
operated,  and  an  opiate  in  the  evening.  The  following  morning,  the 
patient  appeared  reh'eved.  In  the  evening,  however,  the  pains  and  vomit- 
ing recurred,  and  thefe  fymptdms  continued  for  fome  fucceffive  days,  ia 
fo  diftrei&ng  a  degree,  that  it  was  deemed  advifable  to  confult  the  fa- 
mily phyfician,  which  was  done  on  November  4.  1 808.  At  this  tirae^ 
tbefe  fyraptoms  continued^  as  already  intimated,  without  any  appearance 
of  fever ;  and  hence  the  phyfician  was  induced  to  confider  the  affec- 
tions as  of  a  rheumatic  and  fpafmodic  nature. 

*^  In  a  few  days,  in  confequence  of  the  amendment  of  the  patient,  he 
dtCcontinucd  his  vifits.  In  about  a  week  after  this  period,  a  boy  in  the 
fame  family,  nearly  fixteen  years  of  age,  was  feized  with  fymptoms  ex- 
actly fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  preceding  cafe;  and  fimilar  remedies  affidrded 
only  partial  relief,  till  at  length  he  was  removed  into  the  country,  and 
thereby  recovered  his  health. 

"  A  week  after  the  attack  of  this  youth,  the  eldest  child,  a  boy  fix 
years  old,  was  alfo  feized  with  analogous  fymptoms  5  slnd,  the  mother 
having  relapfed  into  her  former  ftate,  the  phyfician  was  again  confulted 
on  the  19th  of  November.  At  this  time,  three  other  perlons  in  the  fa-» 
wily  laboured  under  fimilar  affedions  ;  and  fufpicions  were  now  enter- 
tained that  fome  poifonous  fubftance  might  have  caufed  this  general  in- 
difpofition  of  the  family;  but  after  minute  invelligation,  no  one  circum^ 
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ftance  was  difcovered  to  confirm  this  fufpidoDy  or  to  elacidate  the  fourct 
of  fo  extenfive  a  calamity. 

**  The  ficknefs  and  pain  continaed  unabated  in  Mrs  R. ;  but  the  fony 
after  the  period  of  a  fortnighty  was  deemed  in  a  ftate  of  convalefcence  by 
his  phyfician,  who  difcontinued  his  attendance :  he  was^  however,  foon 
after  feized  with  convulfions,  and  expired  within  a  few  hours.  Uoex* 
pected  and  kvere  as  this  ihock  was>  Mrs  R.  afterwards  gradually  grew  a 
little  better.  She  had  hitherto  continued  to  fuckle  her  child,  which,  it 
being  fifteen  months  old,  fhe  was  advifed  to  wean  :  to  this  fhe  reludant' 
iy  confented.  In  about  ten  days  afterwards,  the  child  became  fomewhat 
coflive,  without  any  other  apparent  indifpofition ;  but  at  this  period  it 
was  feized  with  vomiting  and  convulfions,  and  fuddenly  expired.  The 
unhappy  parent  now  experienced  a  return  of  her  complaints ;  and,  under 
a  perfuafion  of  the  inefficacy  of  profeiGonal  aid,  fhe  was  prevailed  upon 
to  confult  an  empiric,  whof^  attendance,  though  continued  to  the  end 
of  the  year,  proved  unavailing;  and,  on  the  3d  of  January,  i8o9«  (he  had 
the  advice  of  Mr  Chevalier,  an  experienced  furgeon,  who  confidercd  the 
patient's  complaint  to  be  chronic  rheumatifm ;  and  by  the  ufe  of  clyfters 
of  warm  water,  oily  mucilaginous  medicines,  fomentations,  and  veficato- 
fies,  fhe  appeared  to  experience  more  relief  than  at  any  period  fince  the 
firft  attack :  But,  although  the  vomiting  and  ficknefs  were  Ith  violent 
and  frequent,  the  pain  and  forenefs  of  the  abdomen,  firft  complained  o^ 
never  entirely  fubiided  :  fhe  was,  however,  able  to  fit  up  and  amufe  her- 
felf  with  a  little  needlework,  and  even  to  go  about  the  domeftic  concerns 
of  the  family ;  and  Mr  Chevalier  had  propofed  to  pay  his  final  vifit  on  the 
2 1  ft.  On  the  morning  of  this  day,  fhe  rofe  at  ten  o'clock  ;  and  within 
the  fpace  of  an  hour  afterwards,  whilft  flanding  near  the  defk  of  drawers, 
fhe  fuddenly  exclaimed,  **  I  am  dying.  I "  She  was  feized  with  convul- 
fions, which  continued  till  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  Hie  expired. 

**  On  the  fubfequent  day,  Mr  Chevalier,  whofe  anatomical  fkill  is  well 
known,  examined  the  body  by  diffedtion.  Neither  the  thoracic  and  ab- 
dominal vifcera,  nor  the  brain,  upon  the  mod  minute  examination,  exhi- 
bited the  lead  appearance  of  difeafe  i^  in  short,  not  the  kail  trace  could 
be  difcovered  of  any  morbid  afFe^ion. 

•*  With  refpeft  to  the  three  other  perfons  already  mentioned  to  have 
been  indifpofed,  the  fervant  maid,  one  of  them»  was  conveyed  to  her 
friends,  and  recovered,  A  fifter-in-law  of  Mrs  R.  alfo  recovered  ;  but 
the  third,  who  was  her  mother-in-law,  died,  after  lingering  under  difeafe 
till  March. 

<*  Thefe  circumflances  having  been  curforily  communicated  to  the  Me- 
dical Society,  Dr  Adams,  Dr  Hamilton,  and  Mr  Lawrence,,  were  re- 
queffed  to  vifit  the  houfe  of  this  unfortunate  femily,  and  to  endeavour 
to  afcertain  the  caufe  of  the  calamity.  'Every  culinary  article,  and  the 
.whole  premifes,  were  accurately  examined,  but  without  its  leading  to  any 
difcovery.  It  appeared,  indeed,  that  Mr  R.,  the  huibandof  the  deceafed 
.lady,  had  purchaled  a  caiTc  of  fugar  at  a  fale,  a  confiderable  part  of  which 
)iad  been  difpofed  of  to  fome  friends  in  the  country,  who  had  ufed  it 
.without  inconvenience  ;  and  hence  no  fufpicion  was  entertained  of  tbi* 
article  having  produced  the  fatality  in  Mr  R.'s  family. 

*<  In  this  Bate  of  uncertainty,  tfr  Laird^  aaotber  member  of  the  Medv 
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cal  Societyy  vifited  the  houfe ;  and,  on  examiniog  the  cafk  which  had 
contained  the  fugar,  he  obferved  a  white  powder  adhering  to  its  inner  fur« 
dee,  and  which,  on  being  heated  by  the  blow-pipe  on  charcoal,  afforded 
globules  of  lead  ki  the  metallic  flate.  ** 

In  Dr  Shearman^s  remarks  he  details  another  instance  of  the 
fatal  effects  of  lead,  which  fell  under  his  own  observation,  and  in 
which  he  satisfactorily  traced  the  source  to  a  criminal  adultera- 
tion of  geneva,  seized  by  the  excise  officers,  with  sugar  of  leisidi 
by  an  officer  of  the  King's  revenue,  in  order  to  enhance  its  price 
a  few  shillings  a  gallon,  a  practice  which  was  earned  on  to  such 
an  extent,  uiat  he  purchased  28  pounds  of  sugar  of  lead  at  a 
time.  We  regret  tnat  he  has  not  informed  us  of  the  punish- 
ment which  followed  the  perpetration  of  such  an  act.  The 
symptoms  are  briefly  described  in  the  following  paragraph. 

**  Very  many  people,  chiefly  adults,  and  a  greater  proportion  of  them 
men,  complained  of  occafional  violent  colic  pains,  chiefly  occurring  a£ter 
meals,  attended  with  an  obftinate  coflivenefs  ;  and  although  thelis  ffrop* 
toms  were  for  a  time  relieved  by  the  ufe  of  purgatives  and  other  means, 
they  almoft  univerfally  recurred.  The  progress  of  the  difeafe,  even  ia 
thofe  cafes  where  it  attained  its  utmoft  violence,  was  in  almoft  every  in* 
fiance  fo  infidious  and  fo  (low,  as  to  leave  us  unapprehenflve  of  its  tru^ 
charadter ;  which,  however,  was  at  length  bronght  to  light.  "    , 

Art  IV.  History  of  a  Case  resembling  Hydrophobia  from  the 
Bite  of  a  Cai^  by  Joshua  Dixon,  M.  P.,  of  Whitehaven. 

The  remarkable  circumstances  in  thb  case  are,  that  there 
was  no  reason  to  entertiuaany  suspicion  that  the  cat  whidi  in« 
flicfed  the  wound  suffered  actual  madness,  and  th^t  the  symp« 
toms  of  the  disease  immediately  succeeded,  the  subject  of  it  (a 
Toung  lady  eighteen  years  of  age)  bdng  surprised  and  alarmed 
Dy  seeing  a  concourse  of  people  pursuing  a  mad  dog  74  days  af- 
terwards. Tire  body  does  not  appear  to  have  been  examined  by 
dissection ;  but  Dr  Dixon  has  added  the  notes  of  another  case, 
which  he  saw 'treated  by  Dr  CuUen  in  the  clinical  ward  of  Edin- 
burgh, which  was  dissected. 

•^  From  an  accurate  examination  of  the  body  after  death,  it  appeared 
that  the  colour  of  its  whole  furface  was  remarkably  brown,  and  that  of 
the  nails,  withfome  parts  of  the  arms,  had  aflumed  a  livid  hue.  Within 
the  cranium  nothing  extraordinary  could  be  difcovered.  The  choroid 
plexus  was  rather  paler,  and  the  fuperficial  veins  were  a  little  diftended 
with  blood.  The  fauces,  orfophagus,  and  parts  adjacent,  v^'ere  in  a  na- 
tural  ftate  ;  but  the  effects  of  inflammation  were  apparent  in  the  lungs. 
In  the  right  auricle  of  the  heart  was  found  a  large,  foft,  whitifh,  and 
loofely  adhering  polypus ;  and  in  the  left  ventricle  a  fraaller  fubftance,  fi- 
•oilar  to  a  co]ledionx)f  infpiffated  blood.  The  ftomach  contained  a  little 
Aucus,  and  two  i;ouad  worms.    Several  portions  of  the  larger  lateftiacf 
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were  contracted^  and  their  coats  a  Ihtle  thickened.    The  pancreat  ap^ 
peared  redder  than  ufual.    All  the  other  parts  were  perfedly  natural. 

Art  V.  Reflections  on  the  indiscriminate  Use  of  Mercurial 
Preparations  in  Medicine^  by  Dr  W.  Falconer  of  Bath*  For 
the  general  animadversions,  we  most  refer  to  the  paper  itself. 
The  foUowing  fact  is  worth  quoting. 

*<  Inftances  of  the  ill  effeds  eren  of  the  external  application  of  mer^ 
cury*  are  fometimes  found  in  the  ufe  of  what  are  called  quickfihrer  gir« 
dies,  which  are  often  worn  for  the  itchi  efpecially  by  females  of  the  low* 
er  rank)  as  being  cleanlier  and  more  free  from  fetor  than  a  fulphureous  ap« 
plication.  Many  of  thefe  cafes  have  been  admitted  into  the  Bath  Hof- 
pital.  The  general  fymptoms  were  a  degree  of  general  weaknefs  ap- 
proaching  to  palfy,  great  pain  and  tremor  in  the  limbiy  and  often  violent 
neadach.  It  is  worth  remarking,  that  an  in  dance  lately  occurred  in  the 
Bath  Hofpital  of  the  symptoms  that  diftingruifh  the  poifon  of  lead,  par^ 
ticularly  the  lofs  of  tone  in  the  muscles  of  the  wrifts»  appearing  in  coa* 
jfequence  of  the  ufe  of  a  mercurial  ointment  for  the  itch.  Something  of 
this  kind  had  been  noticed  in  Sir  George  Baker's  excellent  DifTerta- 
tions  ;  but  it  feems  doubtful  if  he  undentood  that  fuch  fymptoms  had 
taken  place  from  the  external  application  of  that  mi  nerd.  As  mercury 
is  well  known  to  pervade  the  fkin,  it  is  poffible  it  might  introduce  the 
poifon  of  lead,  with  which  metal  it  is  often  adnlterated,  into  the  fy(lem» 
which,  without  fuch  a  condu£^or,  would  not  have  found  its  way. '' 

Art.  VI.  On  the  Staphyloma^  Hydrophthalmia,  and  Card" 
noma  of  the  Eye.  By  James  Ware,  Esq.  F.  R.  S.  A.  The  ti- 
tle of  this  communication  is  sufficient  to  recommend  it  to  the 
attentive  perusal  of  the  profession.  In  the  first  part,  Mr  Ware 
objects  to  Janin's  and  Richter's  method  of  treating  staphyloma^ 
by  butter  of  antimony,  and  to  Scarpa's  method  of  evacuating 
the  contents  of  the  eye,  through  an  qpening  made  by  removing 
a  small  portion  only  of  the  projecting  cornea,  and  describes  mi- 
nutely his  own  method,  by  cutting  away  all  the  fore  part  of  the 
eye,  including  the  iris.  The  advanUges  of  this  method  are 
strongly  contrasted  with  the  failure  of  me  others,  by  its  haying 
uniformly  succeeded  in  a  considerable  number  of  cases,  during 
a  practice  of  more  than  thirty  years. 

The  next  part  of  this  paper  is  on  hydrophthalmia^  which  oiur 
author  presses  to  change  to  exophthalmia^  as  denoting  an  en- 
largement of  the  whole  eye,  and  not  an  increase  of  the  aqueous 
humour  in  particular.  By  the  way,  we  may  observe,  that  in  Mr 
Good's  nomenclature,  this  disease  would  be  correctly  denominat- 
ed enophthalmia^  a  term  which  that  technological  reformer  has 
given  as  synonymous  with  staphyloma.  The  diagnosis  of  hy-  , 
drophthalmia  is  difficult.  It  is  necessary  to  asceHain  whether  ther« 
be  A  morbid  enlargement  of  one  particular  part  only,  or  of  all  the 
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di£fereiit  parts  of  the  eye,  or  the  formalioii  of  an  adventkioiw 
body  witnin  the  eye,  or  only  a  protrusion  of  the  eye  in  conse-^ 
queace  of  a  body  behind  it.  Mr  Ware  describes  the  treatment 
projper  in  each^  illustrated  by  apposite  cases. 

The  last  subject  treated  of  in  this  excellent  essi^  is  cardn^* 
ma  of  the  eye,  a  disease  peculiar  to  adults*  as  fungus  hamatotieSf 
which  has  been  so  ably  illustrated  by  Mr  Wardrop,  and  on 
which  Mr  Ware  also  makes  some  valuable  remarks,  is  to  voung 
persons*  It  is  consolatory  to  learn  from  Mr  Ware,  that  although 
he  has  sometimes  failed,  yet  he  has  several  times  extirpated  car* 
cinomatons  eyes  with  success,  and  therefore  his  minute  descrip- 
tion of  the  steps  of  the  operation  is  the  more  valuable. 

Art.  VII.  Case  of  extensive  Suppuration  of  the  Liver  ^  mth  ap-» 
pearances  resembling  ascites^  and  "which  terminated  favourably.  By 
Mr  John  Bums  of  Glasgow.  In  this  case,  the  pus  was  evacuated 
by  tapping  the  liver  in  the  usual  way,  and  six  pounds  were  drawn 
oiF.  The  swelling  commenced  agam,  but  not  to  half  its  former 
size,  protruded  at  the  umbilicus,  burst,  discharged  two  pounds 
of  pus,  and  the  patient  recovered, — an  oozing  of  pus  from  the 
aperture  gradually  ceasing  in  the  course  of  a  fortnight. 

Art.  VIIL  Observatiotis  on  the  Hare-lip^  by  Isaac  Rand  of 
Boston,  New  England.  Mr  Rand  successfully  operated  on  three 
cases  of  hare-lip,  two  in  infants  only  two  days  old,  and  one  of 
three  months ;  and  he  recommends  the  practice  on  the  following 
grounds. 

"  The  advantages  that  accrue  from  performing  this  operation  at  so 
early  a  stage  of  life,  are  many. 

"  Children,  for  some  days  after  birth,  seem  to  be  in  a  torpid  State^ 
aod  in  general  require  but  little  nourishment. 

*'  They  are  easily  managed,  and  make  no  opposition  during  the 
operation. 

"  If  there  is  only  a  fissure  in  the  lip,  and  sometimes  when  there 
is  one  in  the  bones,  immediataly  after  the  union  of  the  fissured  part 
of  die  lip,  the  child  is  capable  of  sucking,  by  which  the  chance  of 
surviving  the  infantile  state  is  increased. 

^'  The  disagreeable  impression  upon  the  mother's  mind,  of  propa* 
gating  the  deformity  in  the  family  by  future  births,  is  removed. " 

The  editor  observed,  that  the  same  practice  is  recommended, 
for  similar  reasons,  in  the  fiflh  volume  of  the  Memoirs  of  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Surgery  of  France.  But  we  have  heard  of 
a  case  which  terminated  fatally  in  consequence  of  irritation. 

Art.  IX.  Histoties  (^  two  exiraordinarif  Cases^  by  W.  Norris, 
Esq.  Surgeon  to  the  Charterhouse.  The  first  is  that  of  a  lady  in 
whom  numerous  portions  of  the  skull  separated,  apparently  from 
an  increased  action  of  the  absorbents.  There  was  bo  suspicion 
f>f  syphilis;  and  the  disease  seemed  to  have  been  the  consequence 


of  a  fiiO.  An  engrafing  eives  tax  accurate  idea  of  the  angular 
iqppearance  of  the  skull  after  death.  The  seoHid  case  ig  otsafy^ 
riasmuSf  depepding  on  a  disease  of  the  prostate  gland.  Our  read* 
ers  will  join  with  us  in  praiaug  the  propriety  and  delicacy  of  re- 
jcording  the  circumstances  in  a  learned  language. 

*  **  Quidsm  ad  me  venit,  concilium  peteni^  ore  macilento,  ibrma  fqualidSf 
ficie  cadaverofa,  quern  in  proclivi  erat  credere,  carceris  profugum,  et  jam 
hme  morboque  confumptuniy  vix  diutius  vitam  fuftinere  pofle.    Uoiversa 
cch-poiit  sgritudine  laborare  fe  questus  est,  ita  tamen,  ut  dolore  nullo  prae* 
cipuoy  niii  tardo  quodam  fed  minime  acri  circa  anum  afficeretur,  in  qua 
parte,  paucis  ante  menfibus  idum  acceperat.     Ifte  dolor  Kgrotanti  ipfi 
haudquaquam  in  caufa  morbi  erat ;  quippe  tantum  a  me  interrogatus  in 
jQjus  mentionem  incidit.     Affirmavit  vero  totam  fui  corporis  invalitudi- 
nem,  qux  cito  vitas  ipH  finem  erat  impo^itura,  nimio  veneris  tisi4  tribuen- 
dam  efle.    Subito  mihi  in  mentem  venit  ftare  coram  bominem  difcin&um 
et  impurum,  qui  intemperantia  fu|  morbum  in  fe  traxerat,  ideoque  rogavi 
quamdiu  hac  libidinofa  cum  foeminis  confuetudine  deftiterat.    Omnia  verp 
alia — et  mihi  admirationem  baud  levem  movit  ille,  qui  refpondit,  fe  mori« 
bus  fuifie  femper  caftis  et  fobriis ;  atque  ifto,  quern  prius  memoraverat,  et 
jqui  indies  magis  magifque  ingravefcebaty^ror^,  intra  duos  trefve  menfes 
correptum  fuiffe.    Rifum  vix  tenebam,  cum  dudum  intellexi  bominem  an^ 
nnm  aetatis  agere  fexagefimum  feptfmum.     Cum  tamen  in  ipfo  nibil  noi| 
fide  dignum  videbam,  narra,  inquam,  mihi,  qualis  tibi  vits  fuit  ratio. 
Refpondit  annum  circa  vicefimum  fextum  aetatis  fuac  fe  uxorem  primum 
fduxifle,  ex  qua  duo  fibi  nati  funt  liberi :  qua  vero  mortua  alteram  fibi 
quadragefimo  jam  et  fexto  aetatis  anno  nuptam  efle  uxorem,  quae  ipfa  prius 
^x  altero  m^rito  duo  liberos  pepererat,  et  jam  vidua  triginta  annos  nata 
eft.     £x  hac  porro,  inquit  aegrotu^,  duo  alteri  mihi  procreati  funt  libe- 
ri :  fed  nimquam  mjemini,  me  in  venerem  propenporem  fuiffe,  nedum  in- 
fana  et  infatiabili  libidine  permotum,  ante  hos  duos  menfes,  quando  me 
diro  hoc  et  te^rrimo  correptum  eife  morbo  fenii ;  cujus  vis  tanta  eil  et 
tam  effraenata,  ut  expleri  nequeat ;  et  ad  coitum  cum  uxore  me  iingula 
no^le,  quindecies  faltero,  imp  yicies  nonnunquam  impellat.     Hie  vero 
cum  aegrotantem  roeum  priapifmo  laborantem  fe  fallere  augurabar,  et  for- 
taffe  nulla  femtnis  jadura  in  venerem  mere,  paulo  curiofius  id  ab  iOo  quae- 
fivi.    Affirmat  autem  fe  vix  in  \e&.o  decumbentem  corpus  uxoris  contia- 
gerf ,  cum,  tanquam  ceftro  percitus,  in  repetitam  venerem  properat,  ncque 
unquam  nifi  pleno  co'itu  rep  peragitur:  feminis  quidem  emiifio  potius  angere 
iquam  voluptate  afficere  vifa  eft,  '* 

Mr  Nprrijs  prescribed  tonic  medicines  5  the  tumour  increased; 
yas  poulticed ;  was  opened,  and  discharged  freely  a  glutinous  sa- 
pious  fluid,  whiph  Mr  N.  is  inclined  to  think  came  from  the  se* 
minal  vesides,  and  by  its  irritation  produced  this  strange  disease^ 
The  patiept  completely  recoyered. 

• 

Art.  X.  On  the  medicinal  properties  of  Sdnguinaria  Canadetisis^ 
ft-  JBlQod'Uootf  by  Djr  N.  Smith  of  Hanover,  i^oii]i  Aj?ierica. 
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If  experience  dioiild  confirm  the  virtues  ascribed  to  this  n»- 
tite  of  Canada,  it  will  prove  a  valuable  addition  to  our  mate- 
ria, as  it  is  (me  of  the  spring  ornaments  of  our  gardens,  and  may 
he  easily  cultivated  in  any  (quantity.  Wef  shall  quote  what  Dr 
Smi^  says  in  &vour  of  it,  without  any  comment. 

"  The  medical  virtues  of  blood-root  are  very  considerable.  It  is 
capable  of  making  a  very  strong  iitipression  on  the  human  system. 
The  dried  root>  pulverized  and  given  in  doses  of  four  or  five  grainsy 
generally  pukes  pretty  violently,  producing  a  great  prostration  of 
strength  during  its  operation,  which  continues  for  some  time.  I  have 
not  observed  it  to  operate  as  a  cathartic.  The  taste  is  acrid  and  un- 
pleasant. The  pulverized  root  taken  into  the  nose»  excites  sneezr 
ing,  and  produces  a  sense  of  heat  in  that  organ.  It  also  acts  as  an 
escharodc  on  fungous  flesh.  I  have  ^ured  several  polypi  of  tlie  soft 
kind  by  the  continued  use  of  it  as  a  snuff. 

**  About  two  years  since,  I  learnt  from  some  source  or  other  that 
blood-root  had  been  given  with  success  in  cases  of  haemoptysis  ;  and, 
having  a  case  of  that  kind,  immediately  gave  it  a  trial,  llie  success 
was  beyond  my  expectation.  I  soon  thought  of  trying  it  in  cases  of 
cough,  and  from  that  time  have  been  almost  in  the  daily  habit  of 
prescribing  it  in  such  cases.  From  more  than  two  years'  experience 
in  the  use  of  blood-root  in  affections  of  the  lungs  attended  with  coughs 
I  cannot  assert  what  has  been  asserted  of  foxglove,  that  it  will  cure 
a  confirmed  consumption ;  but  I  can  in  confidence  say,  that,  in  my 
opinion,  it  is  capable  of  doing  more  towards  preventing  that  fatsd 
disease  than  any  one  remedy  I  have  ever  been  acquainted  with. 

'*  I  have  given  blood-root  in  powder,  in  tincture,  and  in  simple  in- 
fusion ;  which  last  is  the  better  mode  of  giving  it.  In  powder  it  o- 
perates  more  roughly,  and  spirit  does  not  appear  to  extract  its  active 
principle  sufficiently.  Wlien  I  give  it  for  a  cough,  if  the  symptoms 
are  urgent,  I  begin  with  a  dose  sufficient  to  excite  puking ;  but  ge- 
nerally endeavour  to  give  it  in  as  large  doses  as  can  be  borne  with- 
out that  effect,  and  repeat  it  four  or  five  times  each  day.  Where 
there  is  great  irritation  and  a  constant  disposition  to  cough,  I  join  o- 
pium  with  it.  Given  in  this  manner,  if  the  patient  has  not  a  con- 
firmed hectic,  it  generally  cures  the  cough. 

*'  I  have  also  foand  blood-root  useful  in  cases  of  inflammatory 
rheumatism.  In  that  disease  I  at  first  give  it  so  as  to  puke,  and  then 
continue  it  in  smaller  doses  :  managed  in  this  way,  it  is  more  certain 
to  produce  a  diaphoresis  than  any  other  emetic.  Blood- root  I  un- 
derstand has  been  recommended  in  cases  of  jaundice  in  the  dissec^*. 
tion  abpve  alluded  to ;  and  a  very  respectable  physician  informed  me 
that  he  had  known  it  cure  epilepsy. 

**  I  have  never  known  blood- root  prodace  any  lasting  bad  effects^ 
Jt  never  affects  the  head  like  the  foxglove,  and  is  on  that  account  4 
pnuch  safer  medicine* '' 


f  IS         Tmnsacthns  ^fthe  Medkal  Society  of  London.      Aprfl 

Art  XI*  Dr  Fothergill,  late  of  Bath,  now  of  PhHaddphia, 
relates  a  case  of  Tic  dutdaureujs^  which  ha^  resisted  all  medical 
treatment. 

Art.  XII.  Contains  some  carious  remarks  cm  the  land  winds 
of  the  Coromandel  coast,  and  their  causes,  by  Dr  Roxlmrgh^ 
which,  we  think,  would  have  been  inserted  with  more  propriety 
in  the  Transactions  of  a  philosophical  than  of  a  medical  society^ 

Art  XIII.  Consists  of  seven  cases,  illustrating  the  effects  o( 
oil  of  turpentine  in  expelling  the  tape-worm.  In  five  of  these  it 
was  perfectly  successful.  In  one  it  failed  to  cure  the  disease, 
but  produced  no  bad  efiect;  and  in  another,  an  ounoeof  the  oil, 
which  had  been  once  given  in  the  same  dose,  with  the  usual  etr 
feet  of  procuring  a  discharge  of  worm  with  little  inconvenience, 
on  its  second  exhibition,  produced  vic^nt  retchings,  tenesmus,- 
strangury,  and  great  pain  in  the  back ;  the  urine  was  also  a  little 
tinged  with  blood. 

The  last  article  is  devoted  to  the  professional  biography  of 
the  late  Dr  Ilulme,  by  Dr  Clutterbuck,  with  the  description  of 
a  palm  truss.* 

In  an  appendix,  we  have  a  description  of  a  female  urinal,  and 
a  short  notice  of  the  good  effects  of  oil  of  turpentine  in  as- 
carides. 


Medico-  Chintrgieat  Transactiarts^  published  b^  the  Medical  and 
Chit-urgical  Socit'ty  of  Londcm.    Vol.  II.    London,  1811. 

'\1/^E  are  called  upon,  by  the  publication  of  this  second  volume 
^^  of  Transactions,  to  devote  some  portion  of  our  time  to  the 
purposes  of  professional  improvement  The  wards  of  the  hos- 
pitals are  shut ;  the  hours  of  visiting  patients  wee  past ;  the  court 
physiciah  is  summoned  from  his  circle,  and  the  anatomical  teach- 
er from  his  class>room.  The  whole  faculty  of  physic  and  sur- 
gerv,  in  the  midst  of  their  business  and  pursuits,  make  a  pause, 
and  one  evening  in  the  week  put  on  the  habits  of  students,  to 
interrogate  nature  concerning  diseases,  to  confess  their  difficulties, 
and  to  communicate  their  experience.  It  is  a  privilege  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  any  part  of  such  meetings,  even  through  the  medium  of 
the  press.  When  new  facts  are  recorded,  or  ancient  observations 
brought  forward,  they  are,  if  untrue,  like  Sunday-sermons,  for- 
gotten on  the  Monday  j  but  if  true,  they  are  met  with  and  cpa- 
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firmed  hj  etheiv,  and  oQgbt  to  be  generally  known.  Sydenham, 
Boerhaave,  and  Hunter,  would  have  been  less  worthy  citizens  of 
the  world,  if,  contented  with  being  useful  in  their  day,  they  had 
died  without  enlightening  it.  An  excdlent  practitioner  may 
serve  his  coumry  and  mankind  a  whole  century,  or  for  ever.  A 
good  book,  or  an  original  essav,  does  not  die;  and  the  man  who 
writes  it,  is  as  useful  as  if  he  uved  always.  Such  is  the  differ* 
ence  between  a  practitioner,  who  in  his  writings  tells  us  some- 
thing new  and  useful,  and  every  one  who  neglects  to  write  at  all, 
or  cannot  do  it;  consequently,  that  is  the  distinction  which  good 
authors  iherit  above  those  who  affect  to  despise  authorship,  or 
who  are  unequal  to  the  task  of  undertaking  it.  From  the  com* 
mencement  oi  our  critical  functions,  we  have  lieen  bent  extreme- 
ly upon  such  sort  of  studies  as  incline  us,  if  not  to  do  great  things 
oursdves,  at  least  to  celebrate  those  that  did;  and  tnerefore  we 
have  a  dislike  to  dwell  upon  the  faults  of  a  work,  in  its  nature  of 
80ch  utility,  as  that  now  before  us.  It  becomes  us  to  ^'  weigh 
errors  in  the  balance  of  good^will, "  and  rather  to  point  them 
out,  when  we  discover  them,  for  amendment,  than  for  censure. 
And  now  having  said  enough  for  an  introduction  to  this  most 
respectable  Society,  let  us  congratulate  the  members  on  their 
prosperity,  and  transcribe  the  titles  of  their  essays.  The  Me- 
dical papers  are — 

*•'  f .  A  Cafe  of  Hydrochephalus  Interniii,  by  Mr  Cook  of  Brentford- 
s.  On  the  Ufe  of  Oil  of  Turpentine,  by  Dr  Fenwick  of  Durham.  3.  A 
Cafe  of  Secondary  Small- Pox,  with  references  to  cafes  of  a  (imiiar  na- 
ture, by  Oi*  Bateman.  4«  An  Account  of  a  Severe  Cafe  of  Erythema, 
unconne^ed  with  Mercurial  Action,  by  Dr  Marcel.  5.  On  Painful  A^ 
fedions  of  the  Side  from  Tumid  Spleen,  by  Dr  Bree.  6.  A  Cafe  of  Re^ 
covery  from  the  £ff«6i8  of  Arfenic,  with  remarks  on  a  new  mode  of  de- 
feating the  prefence  of  this  metal,  by  Dr  Roget.  7.  On  the  Mercurial 
Treatment  of  Dyfentery,  with  Obfervations  on  the  fame  pra6iice  in  Fe* 
vers,  by  Mr  Fergufoo,  Infpedor  General  of  Hofpitals.  8^  Hiftory  of  a 
Singular  Nervous  and  Paralytic  Affis^ion,  attended  with  anomalous  mor* 
bid  fenfations  ;  written  by  the  patient  himfelf,  Dr  Vieuifeux^  an  eminent 
phyfician  at  Geneva.  9.  Account  of  a  Singular  and  Fatal  Difeafe  oc- 
curring in  feveral  perfuns  of  the  fame  hamlet,  by  Mr  Gervisof  Afhbur« 
ton.  10.  A  Cafe  of  Trifmus  following  a  contufed  wound  in  the  Head, 
by  Mr  Harknefs.  1 1.  A  Cafe  of  Trifmw,  fucceftfully  treated,  by  Mr 
Parkinfon*  1 2.  Cafe  of  a  woman  who  voic'ed  a  large  number  of  worms 
by  the  Urethra,  with  a  defcription  of  the  animals,  by  Mr  I^awrence. 
1 5.  Some  account  of  the  £ffe£ks  of  Arfenic  in  countera<5iing  the  Poifoa 
of  Serpents,  by  Mr  Ireland,  of  the  60th  regiment  of  foot.  V 

The  papers  in  the  Surgical  department  are — 

1.  A  Cafe  of  Aneurifm  by  Anaftomofis  in  the  Orbit,  cured  by.  the 
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ligature  of  tlic  common  Carotid  Artery,  by  Mr  Travers*  3.  A  Cafe  rf 
ununited  Fra6tare  of  the  Thigh^  cured  by  fawing  off  the  ends  of  the 
bone,  by  Mr  Rowlands  of  Chefter.  3.  A  Cafe  of  Wound  of  the  Hetft, 
by  Mr  Featherfton.  4.  A  Cafe  of  a  Sailor»  in  the  mufdes  of  wfaofe 
back  the  blade  of  a  knife  lodged  above  thirty  years,  by  Mr  Bu(h.  5*  A 
Cafe  of  FradUre  of  the  Occipital  Bone,  extending  to  the  great  foramen, 
in  which  that  bone  was  trepanned,  and  the  dura  mater  of  the  cerebellum 
pnndured,  by  Dr  Hutchinfon  of  the  Royal  Naval  Hofpital  at  DeaL 
6.  A  Cafe  of  Lithotomy,  with  remarks  on  the  effeds  of  that  opera- 
tion, and  on  fome  cafes  of  Fiflulx  in  Perinaeo,  by  Mr  Chevalier.  7.  A 
Cafe  of  Amputation  at  the  fhoulder-joint,  drawn  up  by  Dr  Cutting. 
S.  Cafe  of  Fra£lured  Cranium,  when  the  dura  and  pia  mater  were  la- 
cerated, and  a  great  quantity  of  cerebrum  protruded,  which  terminated 
favourably,  by  Mr  Creagh.  9.  Some  Obfervations  on  Spina  Bifida,  by 
Mr  Aftley  Cooper. " 

The  communications  on  subjects  of  Animal  Chemistry  are 
original  and  valuable. 

I.  Experiment  on  the.  Urine  difcharged  in  Diabetes  Mellituf,  withre^ 
marks  on  that  difeafe,  by  Dr  Henry  of  Mancbefter.  2*  Experioieota 
and  Obfervations  oa  the  Serum  of  the  Blood,  by  Dr  Boftock.  5.  A 
Chemical  account  of  various  dropiical  fluids,  with  remarks  concemiag  the 
nature  of  the  alkaline  matter  contained  in  thefe  fluids,  and  in  the  lerum 
of  the  blood,  by  Dr  Marcet.*' 

Besides  these  three  classes  oS  papers,  there  are  some  other 
tracts  on  Morbid  Anatomy,  which  lure  peculiarly  worthy  aS  at- 
tention. 

**  I.  A  Cafe  of  Hernia  Cerebri,  by  Mr  Burrows.  2.  Hiftory  of  an 
extraordinary  enlargement  of  the  right  lower  extremity,  with  a  defcrip- 
tion  of  fome  morbid  changes  in  the  Papillae  of  the  Cutis,  by  Mr  Chevalier. 
3.  A  Cafe  of  premature  pubeny  in  a  female,  communicated  in  a  letter 
from  Dr  Wall  of  Oxford.  4.  Caieof  Dyfphagia,  produced  by  Aneurifnt 
of  the  Aorta,  by  Mr  Armiger.  5.  A  OUe  of  Hydatid  in  the  Brahi, 
by  Mr  Morrah.  6.  Diffe^Uon  of  a  Limb,  on  which  the  operation  for 
poplttseal  aneurifm  had  been  performed,  by  Mr  Aftley  Cooper.  Laftly, 
Observations  on  Tumours  within  the  Pelvis,  occafioniog  difficult  parturi- 
tion, by  Mr  Park  of  Liverpool.  ** 

This  paper  is  the  only  one  upon  Midwifery,  and  it  is  import- 
ant, inasmuch  as  it  contains  six  cases  of  difficult  labour,  caused 
by  steatomatous  tumours,  which  are  of  rare  occurrence.  £>r 
Denman  never  met  with  an  instance  of  this  kind  in  his  own  prac* 
dee  J  but  he  communicates  an  unfortunate  case  that  happened  to 
Dr  .Hunter,  in  which,  perhaps,  the  patient's  life  might  have  been 
saved,  by  removing  the  tumour  by  an  operation.  .  In  the  first 
Number  of  this  Journal,  our  readers  will  find  two  histructive  cases 
{>X  this  description,  where  signal  success,  by  an  operation^  waa 
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obtained  in  <M>nseqiieBoe  oS  the  knowledge  acquired  by  examining 
the  pelvis  of  the  first  case,  which  terminated  iatsdlv.  We  allude 
to  Dr  Drew's  valuable  communication ;  and  we  think  it  a  pouit 
wdl  deserving  the  serious  reflection  of  experienced  accoucheurs, 
to  determine,  whether,  in  cases  where  a  tumour  is  the  cause  of 
difficult  labour,  that  tumour  should  be  extirpated ;  whether  it 
should  be  punctured  ;  or  whether  it  ought  to  be  left  untouched. 
In  the  account  of  **  painful  affections  of  the  side  from  tumid 
spleen,  '*  we  are  not  perfectly  satisfied  with  Dr  Bree's  reliance  on 
the  state  of  the  pulse,  (which  is  said  to  be  slower  in  such  case& 
than  its  usual  rate),  as  the  diagnostic  symptom  of  the  disease ; 
because  we  observed  in  some  of  the  soldiers  who  returned  sick 
from  Walcheren,  with  more  marked  symptoms  of  the  spleen 
being  affected,  than  the  liver  or  any  other  organ,  and  where  no 
other  signs  of  fever  were  present,  their  pulse  was  preternaturally 
quick  ;  and  because  the  same  frequency  of  the  heart's  action  was 
particularly  remarked  in  a  case  of  diseased  spleen,  which  is  wdl 
described  in  the  second  volume  of  this  Journal,  (vide  p.  4»09.) 
The  plan  (^treatment  which  Dr  Bree  has  found  successful,  is  a 
comlunation  of  aloes  with  antimoniab  and  neutral  salts,  admi* 
nistered  twice  in  the  day  with  great  perseverance.  A  variety  of 
other  medicines  appear  to  have  been  prescribed  in  the  case  rek^- 
ed  ;  and  the  patient  was  five  months  under  the  physician's  care, 
a  period  which  may  make  us  hesitate  before  much  credit  is  allot* 
ted  to  the  remedies  employed,  when  we  consider  bow  much  is 
effiscted  in  chronical  complaints  by  time,  ^^  the  great  physiciaa 
of  all  human  ills*  " 

The  narrative  of  the  girl's  recovery,  after  swallowing  sixty 
grains  of  white  arsenic,  is  very  important ;  and  the  plan  of  treat- 
ment adopted  by  Dr  Roget,  deserves  to  be  universally  read. 

**  We  may  remark,  that  the  first  operation  of  the  arsenic  was  that 
of  a  violent  emetic  and  purgative ;  and  to  this  circumstance  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  the  patient  owed  her  only  chance  of  safety.  The  cor- 
responding e&cts  began  to  take  place  about  an  hour  after  its  recep- 
tion into  the  stomach,  and  were  promoted  by  copious  dilution,  by 
which  I  should  imagine  that  nearly  the  whole  of  the  poison  was  eva* 
cuated.  It  appears,  indeed,  from  the  testimony  of  a  number  of  au« 
thors,  that  a  few  grains  is  in  general  sufficient  to  occasion  death : 
had  any  considerable  portion  of  the  sixty  grains,  therefore,  remained 
longer  upon  the  stomach  or  intestines,  the  consequences  would  have 
been  irretrievably  fatal.  From  the  analysis  of  the  fluid  vomited  at 
the  dme  I  first  saw  the  patient,  and  of  which  I  shall  afterwards  give 
an  account,  it  would  appear  that  none  of  the  arsenic  was  at  ^t  time 
present  in  the  stomach- 

'*  But  the  impression  which  the  poison  had  made  upon  the  coats  of 
the  stomach,  waa  not  of  a  nature  to  subside  on  the  removal  of  the 
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ttLvm  ihftt  htd  fmimrfi  it.  The  inflammation  esaM  hk  thai  organ, 
and  the  symptoms  of  ■Miii^  ai  the  time  I  first  satr  the  patient^  wca* 
itroiiffly  marked,  would  ptoiMfatyt  if  k&  to  its  natural  Gourse,  have 
run  through  all  its  stages^  and  teraakiated  ia  g^MgiPene.  I  considered 
that  dilution  had  been  largely  empk^ed*  and  thafe  the  eYacuations 
from  the  stomach  and  intesdnes  ImmI  bee»  abundant.  The  atomacb 
was  in  so  irritable  a  state,  that  no  medicine  could  be  eidiibiled  widi 
any  prospect  of  advantage,  I  concluded  that  the  principal  and  more 
immediate  source  of  danger  consisted  in  the  inflamraatton  of  the  sto- 
mach ;  and,  viewing  the  matter  in  thi»  light,  was  induced  to  adopt  the 
treatment  proper  for  idiopathic  gastritis.  The  bleeding  was  pushed 
to  deliquium ;  a  large  blister  was  applied  to  the  epigastric  region,  axkd 
the  bowels  kept  open  by  frequent  doses  of  oleum  ricini.  The  enn« 
ploynient  of  these  remedies  was  productive,  indeed,  of  great  debi-  ^ 
Itty,  which,  however,  was  but  temporary ;  the  advantages  procured 
were  more  permanent.  These  were,  the  occasional  remission  of  the 
pain,  and  the  immediate  cessation  of  the  vomiting,  which  never  afler-^ 
wards  returned,  excepting  once  in  the  course  of  the  following  night* 
An  effectind  checkwas  given  to  the  inflammatory  process;  and  a  re« 
mission  oi  the  symptoms  was  obtained  for  about  diirty*six  hours ;  du- 
ring whiek  the  vf9$xm  showed  a  tendency  to  return  to  its  natural  con* 
dition* '' 

A  tnia  of  nenrous  symptoms,  pneumonic  inflammatioii»  and 
epileptic  fits,  attacked  Uie  patient  in  succession  after  the  primary 
effects  of  the  poison  were  coonteracted :  all  6[  them  were  judici- 
ously combated :  and  at  length  thisyooj^  woman  was  freed  from 
any  arg<mt  compiaint,  although  her  constitution  appeared  evident*^ 
]y  injured  by  the  deleterious  influence  of  the  arsenic  The  fluid 
rejected  from  the  stomach  was  subjected  to  the  usual  chemical 
tests ;  but  it  did  not  give  the  slightest  indication  of  the  presence 
of  the  suspected  poison.  Besides  water  impregnated  with  sul- 
phuretted hydrogen  gas,  and  sulphate  of  copper,  another  test  was 
au^^esled  b^  Dr  M arcet,  which  is  analogous  to  that  proposed  by 
Mr  Hume  m  the  Philosophical  Magazine  for  id09,  and  which 
we  have  found  to  be  extremely  create.  It  is  atated  by  Dr  Roget» 
as  being  efiicient  to  show  the  presence  of  arsenic^  ivhen  the  fluid 
Examined  e<Mitained  only  the  250,000dth  part  of  a  grain  of  that 
substance.     It  is  thus  described—^ 

'  •*  Let  the  fluid  suspected  to  contain  arsenic,  be  filtered ;  let  the  end 
6f  a  glass  rod,  wetted  with  a  solution  of  pure  ammonia,  be  brought  in- 
to contact  with  this  fluid ;  and  let  a  clean  rod,  similarly  Wetted  with  a 
solution  of  nitrate  of  silver,  be  brought  into  contact  with  the  mixture. 
If  the  minutest  quantity  of  arsenic  be  present,  a  precipitate  of  a  bright 
yellow  colour,  inclining  to  orange,  will  appear  at  the  point  of  contact, 
and  ^i\\  readily  subside  to  the  bottom  of  the  vessel. " — p.  157. 

Our  late  campaigns  in  Portugal  and  Spain,  have  affwded  sm- 
pie  scope  jTpr  ^ascertaining  the.  efficacy  of  different,  methods  of 


treating  dysentery*  Mr  Ferguson's  eiperience  of  the  advaMign 
of  the  mercurial  treatment  of  this  disease  is  very  ciKteDsive  and 
convincing.  He  gives  half  a  grain  of  calomdl,  with  <me  grain  of 
ipecacuan,  every  hour,  till  the  guma  become  affiseted,  which  ge- 
nerally took  phhce  in  48  hours,  when  a  aoluiieD  of  the  disease 
might,  he  savs,  be  looked  for  with  confidence.  The  diagnostic 
i^mptom  which  indicated  the  use  of  mercurial  remedies,  was  the 
high-coloured,  scanty,  and  pungent  state  of  the  urine.  By  admi- 
nistering mild  diluted  purgatives  to  the  slighter  cases,  and  bold- 
ly mercurializing,  even  by  inunction,  which  Mr  Ferguson  thinkp 
tne  best  practice,  the  severest,  the  deaths  from  the  disease  in  the 
Regimental  Hospitals,  scarcely  exceeded  one  in  two  hundred. 
The  remarks  on  the  treatment  of  remittent  fever,  appear  to  ua 
equally  sound  and  judicious.  At  the  beginning  of  the  disease, 
the  remedies  ought  to  be  purely  and  ^nerally  antijphlo^istic  la 
the  second  stage,  when  congestion  in  the  abdominal  viscera  haa 
taken  place,  mercury  ought  to  be  boklly  employed.  It  is  from 
a  want  of  discrimination  of  these  circumstances,  that  we  have 
heard  so  much  for  and  against  the  use  of  nereory  in  the  remit- 
tent fever  of  hot  climates,  and  marshy  countriea.  On  ibe  iut^ 
|>ortant  subject,  Venisection,  Mr  Ferguson  has  made  the  fiotiow^ 
log  observation,  which  we  urge  all  our  readers  engaged  in  mili- 
tary and  naval  practice  always  to  bear  in  mind. 

**  The  sttpentitious  disuse  of  ^  lancet  at  the  begtnntng  of  sol- 
diers' diseases,  which  are  then  almost  always  inflammatory,  amount- 
ing almost  to  a  proscription  of  die  remedy,  through  the  prejudice  of 
the  schools,  and  the  false  inferences  deduced  from  its  effects  on  the 
debilitated  subjects  of  private  life,  has  caused  more  deathji,  or  at  least 
prevented  more  lives  from  being  saved,  than  any  other  fault  in  nnli- 
tary  practice. " 

Mr  Astley  Cooper's  paper  on  Spina  Bifida,  is  characterized  by 
the  boldness  and  good  sense  which  it  is  delightful  to  see  exem- 
plified in  the  leading  men  of  our  profession.  He  h^  discovered 
two  modes  of  treating  those  who  are  afflicted  with  this  disease  ^ 
the  one  palliative,  the  other  radical. 

**  The  first  consists  in  treating  the  case  as  a  hernia,  and  applying 
■  a  truss  to  prevent  its  descent ;  and  the  second  in  producing  adhesion 
of  the  sides  of  the  sac,  so  as  to  close  the  opening  from  the  spine,  and 
stop  the  disease  altogether.  The  first  is  attended  with  no  risk.  The 
truss  forms  an  artificial  vertebra  when  the  natural  is  defective;  a  but- 
tress which  supports  the  part,  and  prevents  the  increase  of  the  disease. 
But  in  this  mode  of  treatment,  the  truss  is  required  in  future  life;  for 
*if  discontinued,  the  tumour  reappears,  and  will  grow,  as  hernia  does, 
to  great  magnitude,  hut  with  more  fatal  consequences. 

*♦  On  the  contrary,  the  adhesive  mode  of  cure  exposes  the  patient 
to  much  constitutional  irritation,  but  leaves  him  without  tlie  appre- 
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faension  of  die  future  return  of  the  disease*  And  a  finer  and  more 
bealthj  child  cannot  be  seen  than  that  which  was  cured  by  this  mode 
of  treatment. 

'^  It  may  be  also  obseryed,  that  this  mode  does  not  prevent  the  sub- 
sequ^t  attempt  at  the  palliative  treatment,  if  the  radical  should  not 
be  successfuL 

'^  But  as  there  are  many  cashes  of  spina  bifida  which  cannot  be 
cured,  it  is  right  that  I  should  state  what  are  those  which  will  not 
adroit  of  relief. 

*'  If  the  tumour  is  connected  with  an  unnatural  enlargement  of 
the  head,  hydrocephalus  internus  is  conjoined  with  spina  bifida  $  and 
the  water  will  accumulate  in  the  ventricles,  if  the  tumour  in  the 
loins  is  attempted  either  to  be  palliated  or  radically  cured. 

''  If  the  lower  extremities  are  paralytic,  or  the  feces  and  urine 
are  discharged  involuntarily,  there  is  no  hope  of  relief." 

Four  cases  are  related,  to  illustrate  both  these  modes  of  treat- 
ment. The  radical  cure  consists  in  puncturing  the  tumour  with 
a  needle  as  often  as  the  fluid  accumulates. 

The  same  gentleman  has  given  an  account  of  the  dissection  dT 
a  fimb  on  whidi  the  femoral  artery  had  been  tied  seven  yeara 
befisre,  £or  pofditfleal  aneurism,  a  communication  which  contains 
nany  praetiesd  and  useful  &ct8.  The  arteries  which  form  the 
new  circulattoo,  are  not  only  enlarged,  but  they  become  tortuou^^ 
and  at  the  time  Aat  the  vessel  elongates  and  increases  in  dia-^ 
meter,  its  coals  ako  become  considerably  thicker  than  natural* 
In  this  case,  the  femoral  artery  was  obliterated  by  the  ligature^ 
and  converted  into  a  cord  from  the  origin  of  the  arteria  profunda 
down  to  the  hsm*,  The  whole  of  the  poplitaeal  artery  was  change 
ed  in- like  manner ;  and  thus  the  blood  was  forced  to  form  new 
channels  along  the  branches  of  the  arteria  profunda.  A  neatljr 
executed  plate,  conveys  an  exoelknt  representation  of  the  chan« 

fes  produced  in  the  anastomosing  vessels.  Another  plate  shows 
ow  the  blood  may  be  diverted  from  its  proper  channels  in  all 
the  great  arteries  of  the  body,  without  the  life  of  the  animal 
b^ng  destroyed.  The  carotias,  the  femoral,  the  brachial  arte- 
ries, and  even  the  aorta  of  a  dog  were  tied  and  divided :  The  a^ 
nimal  not  only  survived  these  experiments,  but  maintained  hia 
usual  health,  and  lived  long  enough  to  furnish  a  most  wonderful 
proof  of  the  power  of  anastomosing  vessels.  To  the  student  of 
physiology,  tnese  drawings  of  such  striking  preparations  will  be 
very  valuable ;  for  he  could  only  before  look  at  an  imperfect  re- 
presentation of  the  mode  in  which  the  circulation  is  carried  oa 
in  the  arm,  after  the  principal  artery  is  obliterated,  in  Mr  Wbite'ft 
cases  of  surgery. 
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A  Treatiie  on  the  Management  of  Infants't  containing  the  generat 
principles  of  their  Domestic  Treatment  with  the  History  and 
Method  of  Cure  of  some  of  their  most  prevalent  andfohnidabk 
Diseases.  By  John  Syers,  Sui^geoiii  Sto^  pp.  295.  Murray^ 
London.     1812« 

nnHERE  is  perhaps  no  departinent  of  medicine,  which  has  been 
-^  so  long  and  so  much  incumbered  with  the  errors  of  ancient 
pathology,  as  that  which  relates  to  the  treatment  of  children  i 
a  circumstance  which  is,  doubtless,  to  be  ascribed  to  the  gene-> 
iral  influence  of  female  practitioners  in  these  matters^  For  even 
among  the  numberless  treatises  which  haye  been  produced  by 
practitioners  of  the  masculine  gender  upon  this  subject,  but  tod 
many  observations  are  to  be  founds  the  anility  of  which  suffix 
cientlv  evince  the  source  whence  they  originated^  It  must^ 
therefore,  be  omsidered  as  one  oi  the  greatest  advantages  that 
have  resulted  from  that  practice,  which,  from  its  alleged  inde^ 
Hcacy,  has  been  much  opposed,  (namely,  the  employment  of 
male  accoucheurs),  that  the  treatment  of  the  diseases  of  infimqr 
and  childhood  has  been  brought  more  immediately  under  the 
direction  of  persons  acqudntol  with  the  nature  of  the  animal 
economy,  and  With  the  principles  cf  health  and  disease,  and  »(&• 
abled,  tnerefore,  to  establish  A  practice  upon  rational  grounds. 
As  the  chief  management  of  children,  however,  mutt^  acoordin|f 
to  the  ordinance  of  nature,  be  consigned  to  females^  so  it  is  de« 
airable  that  the  practical  infcO'ences,  deduced  from  such  an  ap« 
plication  of  scientific  principles,  should  be  communicated  to  them 
m  the  most  perspicuous  and  correct  manner.  Admitting  this, 
however,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  regulation  of  the  clothing,  food, 
sleep,  exercise,  temperature,  &c.  of  children ;  we  are  very  far 
from  approving  the  attempts  to  teach  mothers  and  nursesi  to  ap' 
ply  the  active  agents  of  the  materia  iftedica  to  their  tender  and 
irritable  frames.  In  the  practice  of  medicine,* above  aU  other' 
arts, 

<<  A  Ihtle  knowledge  is  a  dangefmn  Ihi^g :  *^  . 

a  fortiori  it  is  particularly  dangerous,  as  it  respects  the  diseased 
of  infancy,  in  proportion  to  the  more  acute  susceptibility  of  im^ 
pretsion,  which  cliaracterizes  that  early  period  of  life. 

For  what  is  the  sum  of  medical  knowledge,  w:hieh  thos^  whfi^ 
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bare  seen  littk  of  tiie  vaneties  of  diseases,  or  have  s6en  them- 
without  a  previous  stock  of  anatoroica!,  physioIo^icaV  and  phy- 
aieal  information,  are  usually  able  to  acquire  I  They  Icarn,  oa 
the  one  hand,  to  associate  the  use  of  eertain  medicines  with  cer^ 
tain  prominent  symptoms,  in  an  empirical  manner;  that  is,  with>» 
aut  referrio^  tb^n  either  to  their  seats  or  causes,  or  to  their  dif- 
.fercnt  combinations;  or,  on  the  other  hand,  they  give  a  name  ta 
eertain  congeries  of  symptoms,  and  prescribe  for  the  name^  re- 
gardless of  the  different  and  often  opposite  conditions  of  the 
constitution,  under  which  the  disease  may  appear.  How  con- 
stantly, therefore,  do  we  find  such  persons  pourmg  in  opium  and 
«Icobol  for  the  removal  of  inflammatory /7am,  because  they  kA6ir 
Aarn  to  have  afforded  relief  to  spasmodic  j^eiiu/  Howr  constantly 
do  we  observe  them  stuffing  patients  in  the  commencement  of 
fever  with  bark  and  wine,  because  they  have  heard  that  these  are 
potent  remedies  for  fever  in  its  protracted  stages  I  But  th^  n^ 
tional  observer  can  alone. estimate  the  mischiefs  of  such  half- 
learned  medidne  t:  the  empiric  deems  all  his  failures^  tiie  result  of 
iuimanageid3le,  not  of  mismanaged  disease. 

It.  is  true,  that  owt  author  is  frequently  reminding  his  fiiir 
readers,  (for  to  the  popular  ear  he  prineipamr  addresses  his  work)^ 
that  they  should  not  veneure  upon  the  exhibition  of  this  actt^ 
remedy,  or  that  powerful  expedient,  without  tjie  sanction  of  pro- 
per  medical  advice;  But  is  there  any  thing  rational  or  prudent 
m  directing  pec^le  into  the  midst  of  difficulties  and  dangers,  and 
then  cantioning  them  against  the  extreme  hazard  of  stirring  a 
step  farther^'  until  Aey  obtain  a  weB-informed  guide? 

On  the  whole,  therefore,  however  appropriately  the  first  part 
of  this  treatise,  comprehending  instructions  for  the  domestic  ma- 
naganent  of  infants,  is  addressed  to  the  attention  of  mothers  and 
iiBrses;  the  second,  relating  to  the  history  and  treatment  of  some 
ef  the  most  formidable  diseases  incident  to  childhood,  n^ottld 
Juive  been  move  correctly  communicated  to  the  student,  and  in- 
experienced, but  well-grounded  practitioner. 

In  tnith,  what  regards  the  mere  domestic  management  of  in*' 
fimts,  has  always  appeared  to  us  to  lie  within  a  very  narrow  com- 
pass, and  to  be  ea^y  regulated,  not  by  the  dear-bought  maxima* 
ef  wrinUed  exp^ience,.  but  by  the  simple  dictates  of  a  little  cont- 
inon  sense.  Insomuch  that  the  only  necessity  for  writing  in- 
•tructions  upon  the  suliyect  has  originated  fronl  the  traditional 
absurdities  which  were  too  long  inculcated  under  the  name  o£' 
experience,  and  which  the  light  of  common  sense  has  scarcely 
yet  been  able  thoroughly  to.  dispel.  Let  us  attend  but  to  the 
'  ebvious  intimations  otnature,  and  the  common  principles  of  con- 
duet  as  to  adult  healthy,  and  the  regidations  of  infantile  r^meiv 
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itre  within  a  nnt-Aefl;     We  have  onfy  to  imitate  tb^  foorfi  pre- 
pared by  the  glands  of  the  mother,  and  instinctively  preferred 
by  the  infant,  where  the  natural  supply  is  deficient ;  to  leave  the' 
fnuscles  and  the  limbs  to  develop  themsehres  without  restraint  ;^ 
to  let  sleep  be  enjoyed  according  t6  the  obvious  propensities  of 
the  child ;  to  cause  all  that  is  sordid  and  excrementitious  be  re«* 
moved  by  strict  attention  to  cleanliness  ;  to  let  artificial  warmth 
be  supplied,  so  as  to  preiserve  the  natural  temperature  unimpair^ 
ed,  until,  by  muscular  exercise,  the  child  can  resist  the  abstra€« 
lion  of  the  surrounding  cold  medium ; — and  we  shall  have  ful- 
fiUed  all  that  is  necessary  in  the  physical  management  of  infancy; 
In  enlarging  upon  thes^  aphorisms,  our  author,  like  some  of  his 
predecessors,  has  not  altogether  avoided  trifling  and  frivoldus  ob^ 
servations,  which  partake  more  of-  the  nurse^s  gossip,  ttem  of  thd 
directions  of  a  medical  seer.     It  seems  scarcely  requisite,  for  ex- 
ample, afler  recommending  us  to  place  an  infant  occasionally  oit 
a  soft  carpet,  **  before  it  is  trained  to  employ  its  strength  itt 
ivalkiifg,"  to  give  us  the  farther  information,  that  "  at  the  ad- 
vance of  spring,  in  summer,  and  in  dry  Weather,  thi^  exuberant 
activity,  Mhich  is  implanted  in  children  for  the  wisest  purposes^ 
may  be  encouraged  on  a  grass  plot.  **  (p.  49.)     Under  the  samd 
animadversion,  we  may  include  the  recommendation  of  the  fot- 
lowing  singular  species  of  ex&rcise  ! 

"  Crying,"  says  Mr  Syers,  **  is  an  action,  ftovci  whatever  caused 
or  impulse  it  may  proceed,  that  operates  on  the  respiratory  and 
digestive  organs  muoh  in  the  same  manner,  though  more  partial- 
Iv  and  with  greater  irregularity,  than  other  speaes  of  exercise  i« 
therefore  it  is  not  always  prudent  or  necessary  hastily  to  repress 
it."  &c.    p.  60. 

We  are  sickened  with  that  affectation  of  sensibifity,  whatevei* 
excellence  of  description  it  may  have  called  foith  from  the  pen^ 
of  Pliny  and  of  Bufibn,  which  compares  the  lot  of  the  hunuui 
infant,,  with  that  of  the  whelps  of  the  Koh,  and  the  snckKnffs  of* 
fiwine,  only  to  moan  over  the  superior  helplessness  and  pitiable 
weakness  of  the  former.  Our  author  has  evinced  a  little  of  thiid 
mawkish  taste,  in  several  instances,  vxiA  especially  in  the  com- 
xhencement  of  his  work  ;  but,  in  justice  we  must  observe  that  h<$ 
does  not  altogether  overlook  the  overbalance  of  advantages^ 
which,  in  truth,  render  these  moral  wailings  over  the  kit  of  nu*^ 
manity  altogether  nugatory  and  absurd. 

In  Chapter  V.  Mr  Syers  has  given  a  description  6f  the  varioui 
appearances  of  the  alvine  evacuations  of  infants  with  considera- 
ble minuteness,  implying  a  careful  and  repeated  attention  tothii 
subject,  which,  it  must  be  admitted,  is  of  great  importance*  He 
£ab  not,  however,  referred  the  particular  phenomena  with  wtSi^ 
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dent  dccaracy  to  speeifie  morbid  conditions  of  the  system,  to 
deduce  any  v^ry  precise  practical  inferences  from  the  enumera- 
tion. iVom  the  difficulty  of  conveying  distinct  notions  of  co- 
lour^ odour,  &c.  in  words,  the  practitioner  must  generally  be  the 
maker  of  his  own  experience  in  such  ea!?es ;  but  it  must  be  ac- 
knowledged by  every  one  conversant  with  the  dfseases  of  child- 
ven,  that  important  ipdications  are  obtained  from  the  obvious 
i)uaJities  of  -the  intestinal  discharges,  the  variations  of  which  are 
almost  universal  eoneomitants,  as  causes  or  as  effects,  of  infan- 
tile disease;  and  the  observations  of  our  author  on  this  point,  ia 
the  sequel,  appear  to  us  an;vong  the  most  useful  of  his  remarks. 

Mr  Syefs  employs  two  chapters,  in  this  part  of  his  volume,  in 
stating  the  properties  anddoses  of  ^  the  medicines  usually  adml- 
leistered  to*  infkits^ ''  under  the  general  heads  of  evacuants,  sti-^ 
mulantSy  tonics,^  astringents^  and  narcotics.  The  information 
contained  in  these  chapters,  although  such  as  every  practitionei: 
c^  ordinal^  attainments  mBst  be  afready  possessed  of,  is,  how- 
ever suiBciendy  minute  and  per^icuous,  especially  in  respect 
to  the  doset*  and  general  indications  for  the  respective  articles, 
to  give  the-  ordinary  reader  as  satisfactory  an  acqi^aintance  with 
them  aa  mere  reading,  c^n  fen'.nish.  But,  as  we  have  already  ob« 
served^  tfiia  information  is  of  very  questionable  utility-  The 
same  articles  are  medicinal  or  poisonous,  according  to  the  mode 
er  the  circumstances  under  which  they  are  administered.  Nor 
16  it  enoHgb  that  ^ey  are  given^  in  harmless  doses  f  for  to  give 
medieines  of  negative  powers,  when  those  of  the  most  active 
qnalities  are  requisite  to  meet  the  disease,  (as  in  the  incipient 
state  of  croup,  enteritis,  &c.)f  is  little  short  of  positive  destruc- 
tion to  the  patient*  Perhaps,  indeed,*  this  is  one  of  the  most  fa-. 
tal  results  of  what  has  been  called  domestic  medicine :  for  many 
diseases,  which  are  most  dangerous  in  their  ultimate  tendency^ 
can  only  be  known  by  the  eye  of  experiience  in  the  first  dawn- 
ing of  tne  q^mptoms,.  when  a  Iktle  weR^directed  medicine  is  ade- 
quate to  the  pfcventfon  of  the  subsequent  mischief. 

We  de  not  understand,  by  the  way,  how  an  expectorant  is  to 
be  serviceable  in  removing  the  iaundice  of  new-born  infants* 
Yet  Mr  Syers  recommends  that,  it  this  affection  should  continue, 
after  two  or  three  doses  of  calomel  and  castor-oil  have  been  ad- 
ministered, in  severe  eases,  "a  bare  half  grain  of  ipecacuanha 
may  be  given  in  a  little  water  as  a  stimulant  and  expectorant^^  If 
ipecacuanha  be  beneficia)  in  such  a  case,  which  we  do  not  ques- 
tion, it  is  probably  by  the  same  property  by  which  it  affords  re-* 
lief  m  the  dysentery  of  adults  $  i.  e.  by  its  mild,  but  efiectual 
purgative  operation. 

hi  commencing  the  second  part  of  his  work,  the  author  justly 
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<^pugns  the  opinion,  though  in  a  brief -and  not  very  perspicuous 
manner,  that  there  is  great  obscuritgr  m  the  diseaseis  of  in&nta» 
in  eonsequence  of  their  inability  to  describe  their  feelings*;  and 
contends,  on  the  contrmr,  ""that  vft  are  less  in  danger  of  being 
misled  in  our  ojnnions 'eflT  them,  l)ian  in  many  of  those  more  in- 
cident 40  .adult  life* "(p.  108.)  In  this  statement,  we  believe^ 
every  one,  who  has  had  a  moderate  share  of  experience  in  the 
treatment  of  iafantfle  diseases,  will  readily  coincide.  The  dis*- 
eases  themsehres  are  necessarily  Jess  numerous  and  complicated ; 
because  inany  of  the  exciting  causes  of  .indisposition,  which  af- 
fect tiie  adult,  are  nenrer  apphed  to^ie  jinfant.  ]for  instance,  Xbe, 
apfluence  of  moral  causes  is  not  exerted  upon  .them^  ^^^U 
«nxiety,  and  apprdiension,  do  not  prey  upon  tliem^  and  many, 
classes  of  physical  causes  ai^  altogether  withdrawn,  such  as  fa- 
tigue, w^ching,  and  the.  pernicious  influence  of  certain  trades^, 
manufactories,  and  occupations ;  ajid  some  others  operate  to  9. 
much  less  extent,  such  as  inten]|>erance,  and  the  use  of  delete^ 
dous  articles  of  food  and  drink.  The  symptoms  of  infantile  dis^, 
cases,  then,  must  also  be  less  numerous  and  complicated  than 
those  of  adult  maladies ;  and  our  knowledge  of  them  is  obtained 
from  a  less  fallible  source  than  the  verbal  descriptions,  ^he  vary^ 
jng  and  indescribable  sensations,  the  incorrect  observations,  ^md,. 
the  hypothetical  opinions  and  prejudices  of  adult  patients ;  name-'- 
Jy,  from  the  ipere  animal  expression,  if  we  may  so  speak,  or  the 
instinctive  physical  signs  of  suffering,  whidi  are  unvarying,  and 
therefore  scarcely  liable  to  misinterpretation.  An  infant  never 
cries,  but  from  uneasy  sensations;  and  the  seat  of  thosf  sensa- 
tions is  commonly  rendered  obvious  by  concomitaut  .circum- 
stances: as,  by  the  drawing  up  of  the  legs,  ^atulence,  and  mor- 
bid feces,  when  in  the  bowels, — by  sickness  and  yomiting,  when 
in  the  stomach, — ^^by  diflficult  and  rapid  breathing,  cough,  and 
fever,  when  in  the  lungs,  .&c.  .    i 

The  most  common  s^at  of  disease  in  iiifantsi,  however,  either 
primary  or  secondary,  is  in  the  alimentary  canal ;  the  r45gula-, 
tion  of  the  functions  of  which,  therefore,  in  most  of  the  com- 
plaints of  children,  becomes  a  matter  of  ^heg]?eatestim))ortance^ 
and  this  not  only  in  those  cases  of  indisposition,  where  the  de-' 
rangementcomm^icesin  that  canals  bat  also  in  those  where  it 
mifiPers  indirectly,  or  by  sympathy,  in  consequence  of  primary 
disease  in  (^her  organs.  Hie  sympathetic  affections  of  the  ali^r 
mentary  canal,  in  cases  of  painful  irritation  in  the  gums,  dur- 
ing the  progress  of  a  protrudint^  tooth,  is  generally  attended  to; 
tut  the  converse  of  the  observation,  or  the  iiifluence  of  a  disor- 
.  'dered  state  of  the  alimentary  canal,  in  consequence  of  ihe  use  of 
improper  food,  in  auprnienting^  the  inconveniences  of  dentition, 
«duch  our  author  has  pointed  out,  we  are  persuaded^  with  coi> 
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rectneiM^  deserret  also  oareful  tioUce :  he  attributes  imicb  oS  thi», 
inconvenience  to  the  ear}y  use  oi  animal  food  after  weaning. 

*^  In  consulting  the  bills  of  mortality  in  the  metrppolis,  or  in  any 
large  manufacturing  town, "  Mr  Syejrs  observes,  *'  we  find  that  most, 
infuits  are  carried  off  about  the  period  of  life  now  under  contempla" 
tion.  It  is  equally  notorious  that  custom  has  induced  mankind  to. 
impute  this  calamity  to  the  circumstance  of  teething,  many  children 
being  evidently  afflicted  by  this  cause  to  a  considerable  degree ;  but, 
it  b  extremely  frivolous  to  shelter  ourselves  under  this  notion  so  in- 
discriminately. A  very  little  observation  would  convince  us,  that  the 
evoludon  of  the  |eeth  is  not  unfrequently  protracted  by  a  vitiated 
state  of  the  alimentary  canal,  and  that  few  children  go  through  the 
process  so  regularly,  and  with  so  little  indisposition,  as  thos^  who  are 
supported  but  sparingly  on  animsd  food. ''  p.  164*. 

This  observation,  the  author  affirms,  he  has  deduced  from' 
ample  experieifce;  and  the  inference,  "  that  proper  regimen  at 
this  period  affords  a  prospect  of*  the  highest  advantage, ''  can«- 
Bot  be  refused.  '  He  proceeds  to  describe  two  variedes  of  abdo- 
minal disease  proiduced  by  improper  food  ;  the  one  originating 
from  over-feediing,  especially  with  animal  food ;  the  other  con- 
nected with  imperfect  nourishment,  and  arising  especially  where 
the  child  has  been  confined  to  the  breast  much  beyond  the  pro- 
per period,  when  the  secretion  has  become  too  scanty  to  satisfy 
the  cravings  of  the  child,  or  no  longer  containing  a  proper  pro- 
portion of  nutritive  matter.  In  both  these  cases,  the  system  is 
deprived  of  the  necessai'v  supply  of  aKment;  and  the  symptoms 
in  some  measure  approximate  in  both  :  But  the  diifercnt  treat- 
ment, which  the  two  varieties  of  disease  obviously  require  in  • 
several  irespects,  renders  the  distinction  important.  In  describe 
ing  the  foirmer,  Mr  Syers  states  that  there  is 

**  A  tumifiea  state  of  the  abdomen,  with  a  degree  of  hardness,  a- 
asounting  almost  to  tympanites,  or,  as  nurses  term  it,  the  wind- drop* 
sy  I  with  this  symptom  it  is  not  unusual  (o  observe  great  emaciation 
of  the  extremities,  a  pale  contracted  countenance,  with  hollowness  of 
the  eyes,  and  a  very  inanimate  lock,  except  when  the  child  is  un-' 
usually  flushed,  or  under  the  influence  of  febrile  irritation.  The  in-- 
fant  often  sleeps  very  imperfectly,  and  discovers  in  the  progress  of 
this  general  irritation  a  propensity  to  be  picking  some  pairt  of  its  face ; 
and  if  it  has  any  eruption  about  the  mouth  or  alcr  of  the  nose^  no  un- 
usual concomitant,  the  child  will  often  di^gure  itself  in  no  smaiU  de- 
gree. The  appetite  for  food  is  frequently  voracious ;  at  other  times 
very  uncertain  and  capricious.  The  former  is  more  remarkable  in^n 
advanced  stage  of  the  infant's  indisposition.  Sti)l»  whatever  article  of 
food  is  administered,  it  conveys  but  a  temporary  gratification ;  or  it 
Educes  sickness,  and  soon  gives  rise  Xo  a  fresh  accession  of  heat, 
thirst,  and  irritation,  and  to  universal  derangement  of  die  system.  '* 

^In  the  other  variety  of  this  disprder,  to  which  alone  the  authot 
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«ppli^  the  term  marasmus,  is,  be  s»fp,  more  alarming,  and  fre- 
t^uent^  :&Xal-^  , 

**  Where  there  is  not  only  emadation,  bat  the  skm  universally, 
■co.venng  the  body,  especially  about  the  groins  and  lower  extremi- 
ties, is  drawn  into  folds;  this  state  of  general  emaciation  gives  a  pe- 
culiar withered  aspect  to  the^ountenance,  which  is  completely  wrink- 
led, and  the  skin  is  totally  void^f  its  usual  elasticity.  There  are  pro- 
iuse  hectic  sweats,  extreme  psdeness"  {we  should  rather  have  said,  a 
•dirty  or  squalid  hue)  **  of  every  part,  from  a  scanty  supply  of  red 
Uood  in  the  capillary  ves^sels;;  voracious  appetite,  but  a  perpetual  state 
-df  diarrhoea.  In  some  children,  vre  observe  a  constant  degree  of  fret- 
fidness  and  initati0n,  "until  at  length  nature  sinks  from  exhaustion.  ^' 
ip.  168.) 

The  author  is  totally  silent,  iiowever,  as  to  the  actual  state  of 
^seasc  under  any  of  these  circumstancef,  which  he  does  not  ap- 
ipear  to  have  made  any  attempts  to  ascertain,  by  the  only  means 
^'bich  could  elucidate  the  matter,  nam^y,  by  dissection.  But 
•upon  the  treatment  of  these  complaints,  ■wlwch  is  confessedly  the. 
most  important  part  of  die  inquirjs  bis  prescriptions  are  rational^ 
and  such  as,  we  believe,  on  the  whole,  are  nowprettygenerallypuF- 
8U€^.  Under  the  first  set  of  ^^rmptoms,  the  tumid  acdomen,  with 
febrile  irritation,  and  a  constipated  or  irregular  state  of  bowds» 
be  states  the  necessity  of  abstaining  from  the  use  of  .aj^ima]  food» 
and  of  beginning  a  course  of  mercurial  me^dne,  of  which  he 
considers  me  washed  calomel,  or  grey  oxide,  as  the  best  prepa^ 
nation.  'Of  this  be  directs  one  and  a  half,  or  two  grains,  toi>e  ad- 
ministered every  alternate  morning,  for  a  week  or  ten  days,  so  as 
«to  produce  three  or  four  purgative  motions  each  time^  ^^ngt 
at  the  same  time,  different  vegetable  preparations  for  diiet,  such 
as  rice,  tapioca,  and  biscuit  powder,  with  a  portion  of  milk^  and 
interposing  some  light  aromatic  and  bitter  medicine,  with  a  small 
proportion  of  magnesia  or  mild  vegetable  alkali.  He  very  justly 
observes,  however,  that  **  the  sahitary  effects  of  any  tonic  medi- 
cine^ at  this  crisis,  are  far  inferior  to  those  of  calomel,  which  doea 
jQot  operate  by  its  purgative  \irtue  simply,  but  is  chiefly  found  to. 
influence  the  various  secretions  of  the  digestive  organs,  the  actioa 
^f  which  has  long  been  deranged  by  me  absurd  and  er^oneoua 
course  of  diet  pursued.  It  is  difficult  to  advise  any  limited  mea-^ 
«ure  of  the  mejrcurial  as  to  the  duratipn  of  its  exhibition,  which 
must  solely  depend  on  a  variety  of  /circumstances,  that  will  be 
\  ^expected  to  come  under  the  discrimination  of  the  pro&s^onal  at- 
tendant." 

In  addition  to  the  preceding  treatment,  the  author  recommends 

that  *^  the^A^  bath  should  be  employed  twice  or  thrice  a  wed^ 

t>eginning  with  the  temperature  of  80®  or  86**,  and  rising  gra- 

•dually  at  each  repetition  to  95®  or  100^ ;  it  either  imparts  an  «• 

*  ^^ceeable  stiitolus  to  the  constitiition,  or  induces  an  goivers^  a9d 
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equal  degree'  of  relaxation  of  the  surface.  '^  (p.  172.)  This  is  a 
very  vague  statement  At  the  temperature  of  80*  or  even  85**, 
a  bath  is  so  far  from  hot,  that  it  does  not  merit  the  appellation 
of  warm  \  while  the  effects  pf  the  stimulus  of  heat  are  verv  con- 
siderably increased  b^tween  95*  and  100*,  the  latter  of  which  is 
|TuIy  a  not  bath;  and  as  to  the  effects,  an  agreeable  stimulus  and 
an  universal  relaxation  of  the  surface,  seem  to  be  so  little  analo- 

fous,  as  scarcely  to  be  indicated  at  one  and  the  same  time,  or  to 
e  put  as  alternatives  to  each  other. 
For  the  treatment  of  the  other  modification  of  marasmus,  ac- 
companied with  hectic  fever,  and  constant  djarrhcea,  which  is 
more  difficult  to  manage,  Mr  Syers  observes,  that 

**  The  same  medicine,  which  was  calculated  to  produce  so  much 
relief  in  the  former  case,  seems  here  to  present  several  inconvenien-^ 
jces ;  indeed,  calomel,  in  any  form  at  first,  seems  contra-indicated  on 
•Recount  of  its  tendency  to  increase  the  thin  watery  secretions  of  the 
inucfous  glands  of  the  intestines.  We  are  therefore  to  palliate  the 
present  symptoms ;  and,  after  administering  a  dose  or  two  of  rhubarb 
and  calcined  magnesia,  so  as  freely  to  empty  the  bowels,  we  may 
give  a  pap  spoonful  of  the  chalk  julap,  with  a  single  drop  of  lauda- 
num, or  half  a  tea-spoonful  of  syrup  of  white  poppies,  two  or  three 
times  a  day,  as  a  slight  cordial,  and  to  allay  irritation ;  or  administer 
a  simple  starch  injection.  The  child's  final  recovery,  however,  can-? 
sot  be  accomplished  without  gradual  recourse  to  mercurials,  not- 
withstanding its  hectic  disposition  and  evident  debility.  Whilst  there 
is  a  total  suspension  of  the  biliary  secretion*  we  can  trust  to  no  sub- 
stitute ;  and  the  restitution  of  the  healthy  function  of  the  liver  is  in« 
fdispensable. 

**  The  gendest  form  of  exhibiting  mercury  on  this  occasion,  is  to 
employ  a  solution  of  the  pilula  hydrargyri,  or  quicksilver  pill  of  the 
London  Dispensatory,  in  mint  water ;  two  grains  will  be  an  adequate 
jdose  for  an  irifant  of  fourteen  months,  or  about  eight  or  ten  grainy 
of  the  nydr^rgyrus  cum  prista,  >yl)ich  m^y  be  administered  in  jam 
or  honey  every  other  night,  unti}  some  favourable  change  is  effected 
^oth  in  the  appearance  and  odour  of  the  excretions,  subject  however 
to  the  sama  restrictions  and  attention  as  were  pointed  out  in  the  for- 
mer case.  The  mercurial  is  frequently  found  tp  have  a  more  saluta*; 
xy  effect,  and  may  be  employed  with  greater  security,  if  we  desist 
jfrom  it  for  an  interval  of  a  week  or  ten  days,  and  then  renew  the  dose 
according  to  circumstances:  this  likewise  happens  in  other  instances  of 
exhibiting  active  medicines.  Should  it  reproduce  or  increase  the  (^arr 
rhoea,  it  will  be  expedient  to  combine  with  it  a  grain  of  the  compound 
powder  of  ipecacuanha,  or  half  a  drop  of  laudanum,  so  as  not  to  coum 
tieract  the  spfscific  action  of  the  mercuriiil  on  the  digestive  organs.  *' 
(1-173.) 

.  There  is  nothing  new,  indeed,  in  all  this  discus^jon,  nor  is  the 
patter  detailed  with  particular  precision;  but  it  is  dwelt  upon 
i|t'a  length  proportionate  |p  its  iijipprfajjce,  and  on  the  same  ac- 
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connt  w^  have  quoted  it.  That  derangementis  of  the  digestive 
organs  and  of  the  biUary  secretions  are  among  the  most  frequent 
causes  of  both  the  acute  and  clironic  diseases  of  children,  and 
tend  to  aggravate  both,  every  practitioner  of  observation  must 
soon  ascertain  in  the  course  of  his  experience.  The  general  fact^ 
indeed,  is  farther  proved  by  the  popular  opinion,  which  ascribes 
most  of  those  diseases  to  worms ;  and  by  the  success  of  certain 
quack  medicines  for  expelling  those  animals,  which,  in  the  ma- 
jority of  instances  in  which  tney  effect  a  cure,  expel  no  worms. 
The  mistake  consists  in  appealing  to  a  wrong  cause ;  for,  as  to 
the  seat  of  the  disease,  and  the  nature  of  the  remedy,  the  opi- 
nion and  the  practice  are  correct.  We  are  disposed  to  differ^ 
however,  decidedly  from,  the  popular  practice,  of  giving  violent 
cathartics  indiscriminately,  and,  in  some  measure,  frgm  that  of 
our  author.  We  have  generally  found  a  continued  exhibition  of 
6mall  doses  of  the  mercurial  (calomel)  rubbed  together  with  an 
absorbent,  as  soda  and  testaceous  powder,  and  used  once  or 
twice  a  day,  for  an  indefinite  time  according  to  circumstances* 
^ectually  correct  the  alvine  excretions  and  jrestore  health,  with- 
out any  risk  of  producing  hypercatharsis,  or  severe  irritation  ; 
and  as  to  salivation  with  children,  observation  teaches  us  that  it 
k  so  rare  an  occurrence,  that  it  may  be  almost  put  out  of  cou- 
sideration. 

But  there  is  a  farther  attention  to  this  principle  and  practice, 
which  has,  for  a  long  time  past,  forced  itself  upon  our  notice^ 
while  treating  the  diseases  of  children,  namely,  the  necessity  of 
adding  it  to  other  measures  in  the  cure  of  pulmonary  and  other 
acute  disorders :  for,  almost  invariably,  the  alvine  excretions  be- 
come speedily  deranged,  and  a  new  source  of  disease  is  super- 
added, when  any  feverish  state  is  induced  in  children.  Mr  Syers 
has  carried  this  observation  farther  than  ourselves;  but  we  are 
satisSed  that  there  is  much  truth  in  the  following  remarks,  rela- 
tive to  the  acute  catarrh  of  children. 

**  The  principal  points  which  ought  to  airest  our  attention  in  thi» 
disease,  are  the  vitiated  secretions  from  the  bowels,  and  their  great 
irregularity  in  most  instances  :  as  also  the  real  nature  of  the  cough 
and  shortness  of  breath,  which  must  be  distinguished  from  that  of 
pleurisy  by  the  absence  of  acute  pain,  or  from  real  peripneuroony,  by 
the  slighter  quantity  of  fur  upon  the  tongue,  and  the  less  striking 
symptoms  of  general  inflammation. 

**  The  sleep  which  children  obtain  under  the  inflnence  of  this  dis* 
ease  is  very  precarious,  and  is  attended  with  twitchings  and  start- 
ings ;  the  breath  is  not  constantly  laborious,  but  rather  quick  and 
panting,  particularly  at  the  timp  of  the  evening  paroxysm  of  fever; 
and  there  is  almost  always  a  ratding  noise  in  the  trachea,  from  the 
macus  continually  secreted,  but  seldom  expelled  from  the  mojuth. 
Al.thpu^h  the  affection  of  the  brea^  sometimes  rises  to  an  alarming 
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beig^,  and  the  dhild  is  flashed,  and  often  coughs  with  vehemencer 
yet,  fronn  a  series  of  minute  observations  directed  to  the  progress  of 
diis  disease,  I  am  induced  to  consider  the  particviUr  state  of  the  di-. 
gestive  organs  as  the  principal  source  of  the  irritation,  and  have  al- 
most invariably  found  the  prospect  of  recovery  to  brighten  in  propor- 
tion to  die  return  of  the  healtliy  functions  of  the  alimentary  canal ;  a 
circumstance  which  will  clearly  be  characterized  by  a  more  favour- 
able appearance  of  die  feces.  Children  labouring  under  catarrh,  and 
this  particular  affection  of  the  mucous  menibrarie  of  the  lungs,  sel- 
dom require  or  will  bear  the  shock  of  general  blood-letting;  but  the 
application  of  leeches  to  the  chest  and  region  of  the  stomach,  where 
we  sometimes  discover  much  fulness  and  tension,  is  followed  by  very 
beneficial  effects.  After  this  evacuation  has  been  freely  encouraged 
by  warm  fomentation,  a  blister  will  be  found  very  useful  in  relieving 
the  affection  of  the  breath. 

"  Although  the  foregoing  treatment  seems  very  obviously  indicat- 
^,  yet  it  is  of  subordinate  efficacy,  without  a  prompt  and  active  ex- 
fcibidon  of  calomel,  with  small  doses  of  antlmonial  powd^.  It  would 
^pear  that  the  lungs  are  eminently  relieved,  both  with  regard  to  the 
imKous  secretion  and  oppression  of  the  breath,  and  the  fever  miti<« 
;gated,  not  only  from  the  common  purgative  effects  of  the  andmonial 
combined  with  the  mercurial,  which  are  often  copious,  but  from  aa 
evident  excitement  of  the  hepadc  funcuon,  which  is  plainly  indicated 
by  the  evacuadons.^*  (p.  g^i.) 

We  regard  the  autbor*s  direction,  however,  to  afford  a  sparing 
^lowftnce  of  d4iuent  drink,  *^  which  would  have  a  tendenl;^'  to 
fill  the  stomach  and  blood-vessels,  and  diereby  increase  the  d\f* 
ficulty  of  the  blood's  circulating  through  the  lungs,  *'  as  a  piece 
of  mal-practicc  resulting  from  a  piece  of  worse  theory. 

We  iiave.^xtended  owr  qnotations  vpon  this  point  to  a  length 
which  aHow  :»s  tio  room  lo  speak  of  the  remaining  parts  <^  litis 
volume ;  but  in  general  they  are  of  a  commonf^ce  character, 
and  require  no  particular  notice.  The  author  introduces  hydro- 
cephalus in  the  chapter  of  diseaseS|  of  dentition ;  an  arrange- 
lasent  which  we  cannot  approver  and  in  treating  of  the  purulent 
ophthalmia  of  infants,  he  takes  no  notice  of  the  cause  to  which 
it  has  been  asct^ibed,  we  are  disposed  to  believe  with  coirectnesSf 
by  Mr  Gibson.  ^ 

The  style  of  this  work  is  somewhat  inflated,  and  often  incor- 
rect; and  where  the  author  found  such  words  as,  to  popitiarize 
{p.  30.),  and  disiidegnUed  (p.  iOG),  we  cannot  conceive. 
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IV. 

• 

An  Inquiry  ifUo  the  nature  and  came  qf  the  Resp^  or  that  disease 
rtkich  is  sq  destructive  among  Sheep^  especially  Lambliogs^  on  being 
first  put  to  Cole- keeping ;  voith  proposals  for  puhliMng  by  sub- 
scription^ a  Mecipe^  containing  dirtvtions  jtfjeciually  to  prevent 
and  cure  the  Resp^  and  to  proriwte  the  inctvasfd  safety  of  Colet 
and  Turmp'feeding  Sheep  throfughmi  the  year.  Peterborough, 
1811.     pp.69. 

"VText  to  ibe  diseases  of  the  human  species,  those  of  our  do- 
^^  mestic  animals  interest  us  the  most ;  and  as  so  little  of  vnluei 
is  written  concerning  them,  we  gladly  receive  every  publication 
from  which  any  information  may  be  extracted.  The  object  df 
this  before  us,  is  to  ^^\.jive  hundred  guineas  for  communicating 
to  the  subscribers  a  nostrum  for  the  prevention  and  cure  of  the 
resp.  The  nature  of  the  specific  is  of  course  not  disclosed  here» 
nor  are  we  very  anxious  to  learn  it  j  but  t^ils  pamphlet  eontaintf 
what  to  us  iqppears  infinitely  more  v^iluable,  an  apparently  accu- 
rate description  of  certain  diseases  to  which  sne^  are  liable 
i^hea  (bd.upon  cole  or  turnips. 

The  nomenclature  of  veterinary  nosology  is  still  a  mere  chaos ; 
wd  accordingly  we  are  here  told,  that  three  diseases,  if  not 
more,  of  virhich  sheep  die  at  cole-teeding,  go  under  the  geii<*ral 
qame  oi garget  i  viz.  garget^  properly  sd  called,  the  resp^  and  the 
bfood'Strthng* 

The  first  our  author  considers  as  a  local  disease. 

**  The  garget  ifi  she^  1$  a  mortification  which  al.ways  appear;  to^ 
orwipate  in  the  thick,  fleshy,  or  muscular  p^trts  of  the  ainuial  body ; 
and  is  occasioned  (ab  externo)  by  some  hurt  or  injury  sustained.  It. 
happens  more  frequently  at  cole-keeping,  only  because  tlie  animals 
jire  in  a  state  of  continual  plethora.  It  may  be  caused  by  roughly' 
handling ;  by  a  sudden  fright,  and  leaping^  or  running ;  by  an  acci- 
dental strain,  being  partly  cast^  and  strugi^ling  hard  to  get  on  their 
legs  ;  •  by  napping  their  wool ;  and,  especially,  by  rubbings  to  which 
they  afe  very  much  addicted ;  and  at  cole  keeping,  so  much  so,  that 
the  inner  bars  of  the  gate  which  closes  the  field  are  always  bright-* 
ened  by  it.    If  there  be  a  knot  on  one  of  these  bars,  or  a  splinter  ; 

*  **  This  is  pxi  accident  which  must  freqvently  happen  unseen  of  any ;  though 
|k|icep  getting  cast  (that  is,  overthrown  by  rubbing  on  the  iair,  and  incumbered  so 
much  in  their  wool  that  they  cau*t  get  up)  wiU  aot  be  readily  undeYstood  in  homt 
Hurts  of  the  kingdua). " 
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or  if  any  trajs,  hurdles,  or  stows,  to  make  an  occasional  pen,  stand 
■o  that  the  sheep  can  rub  their  hinder  parts  against  the  bars  of  them 
endwise,  they  are  the  occasion  of  more  danger ;  and  these  circum« 
stances  ought  to  be  sedulously  prevented  in  fields  of  cole. 

'<  If  a  ^eep  be  found  in  an  early  period  of  this  disease,  and. 
slaughtered,  it  may  be  seen  where  the  disease  commenced,  and  how 
far  it  has  proceeded :  just  so  far  the  flesh  will  be  black  and  stinking ; " 
und  the  other  parts  ^*  are  always  found  of  a  healthy  and  natural  co- 
lour, ckan  to  liie  eye,  and  sometimes  eatable.  The  bowels,  in  all 
tiiese  cases,  9ixe  perfectly  sound. " 

'^  But  if  the  sheep  remain  longer,  and  be  nearly  dead  before  it  be 
slaughtered,  the  boweis  will  be  diseased  also,  as  far  as  the  disorder 
fias  progressed.  Of  course,  if  the  disease  began  behind  (which  it 
usujdly  does,  because  sheep  cannot  rub  themselves  with  so  much  forc« 
m  any  other  ^iirection)  tbey  will  live  k>nger  ^an  If  it  begin  on  the 
shoulder,  the  origin  being  iarther  from  the  vital  parts. 

^<  Lastly,  if  the  sheep  be  quite  dead  when  found,  and  if  it  died 
in  the  niglit  and  had  lain  long,  the  carcase  is  excessively  swollen, 
putrid,  and  extremely  fetid.  A  bloody  froth  is  also  found  at  the  nos- 
trils ;  and  evident  marks,  on  the  ground,  of  the  animal  having  strug- 
gled violently.  These  are  the  characteristics  of  garget.  But  it  ought' 
to  be  further  remarked,  that  the  smeU  of  garget  is  peculiar,  and  al- 
ways the  same,  whether  the  sheep  die  from  a  known  injury  or  a  pro- 
bable one ;  and  ewes  which  die  of  this  disea^  at  yeaning  time  have 
the  same  fetor.  ** — '^  Fat  ^eep  also  are  known  to  die  from  very  slight 
burts ;  and  the  smell  and  appearance  are  always  &e  Same  as  ^en 
they  die  of  garget  from  an  tuiknown  cause.  '* 

If  this  view  of  the  disease  be  correct,  our  audioes  inferences 
are  indisputable.  No'cure  is  to' be  attempted  9  btit,  the  nioment 
the  disease  is  discovered,  the  sheep,  beina  fat)  is  to  be  slaughter- 
ed. On  the  other  hand,  much  may  be  done  in  the  way  of  pre- ' 
vention,  by  removing  everything  which  may  cause  misduef,  and 
by  never  penning  cole-feeding  sheep  with  a  dog. 

Blood'Striking. — ^During  the  middle  and  latter  periods  of  cede-* 
feeding,  very  heavy  losses  are  frequently  sustained  by  a  disease, 
concerning  which  our  author  is  only  able  to  inform  us,  that, 
from  its  symptoms  ^nd  sudden  fatality,  he  considers  it  as  a  san- 
guineous apoplexy,  or  coup  dt  sang^  arising  from  excessive  ple- 
thora. In  conformity  with  this  opinion,  he  recommends  that  ail 
cole-feeding  sheep  should  be  bled  wlien  they  have  been  a  month 
Dr  thereabouts  at  the  keeping. 

.  Resp  is  the  particular  subject  of  this  inquiry,  §nd,  though 
often  confounded  with*  tlie  two  preceding  diseases*  it  is  in  no 
respect  whatsoever  related  to  them.  It  affects  sheep,  especially 
young  ones,  on  being  first  put  to  keeping  that  is  extremely  suc- 
iCA4ent|  QX'Oii  removing  them  from  po^r  land  and  scopty  keeping 
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to  a  rich  and/rannel  pasture,  or  to  cIover-«ddish ;  but  it  is  espe* 
cmlly  dangerous  and  fatal  at  cole.  It  is  universally  observed, 
that  a  few  days  after  putting  sheep  to  cole,  they  exhibit  signs  of 
sickness,  and  refuse  dieir  food  for  some  time,  or  eat  it  sparing*- 
ly;  look  thin,  and  betray  symptoms  of  anxiety  and  restless^ 
ness*  They  fret,  pine,  and  pace  round  the  fielc^  and  bleat,  till 
at  length  they  get  it  aoer^  and  begin  to  do  welL  In  this  state  they 
are  all  slightly  affected  with  the  resp.  The  symptoms,  in  its  se- 
vere degree,  are  more  particularly  described  in  the  following  pas* 
Bages. 

"  It  may  eafily  be  difcovered,  whether  any  of  the  fhecp  are  feized  wftfc 
this  difeafe,  Jby  driving  the  flock  together  freqnently  dtirthg  the  fouitlt 
day*  If  there  be  one  affeded,  it  will  linger  behind  its  fellows.  It  is  easis- 
ly  caught ;  and  on  exannning  the  eyes,  they  will  be  found  to  be  deeply 
tinged  with  a  dirty  and  greenifh  yellow?— ^f  left,  they  prefently  lie 
down  and  appear  dull  and  heavy.  Shortly  after,  if  a  perfon  goes  to  theniy 
they  will  get  up  unwillingly,  and  walk  (lowly  away,  ftrainii>g  often  to 
fUle  without  being  able.  In  another  (hort  interval,  they  mud:  be  forced, 
or  helped,  to  rife ;  and  then  they  will  generally  flale  blood  in  fmall  quan- 
tities, but  quickly  lie  down  again,  and  gather  their  feet  under  them ;  or 
rather„they  drop  down  upon  the  belly.  The  ftupor  increafes,  and  the 
head  totters ;  they  betray  great  anxiety,  and  hang  their  ears,  or  draw  ' 
them  backwards ;  their  eyes  are  (hut,  and  the  nofe  refts  on  the  ground; 
Thus  they  die,  without  any  firoth  at  the  noftrils,  and  they  never  flruggle 
atalL** 

Our  author  has,  in  every  instance,  found  the  first  dead  on  the 
morning  of  the  fourth  day ;  and  the  loss  sometimes  amounts  to 
fifteen  or  twenty  in  the  hundred*  The  appearances  on  dissection 
are  thus  described — 

**  On  driving  the  fheep  together  on  the  fourth  morning,  if  one  amongft 
them  linger  behind  its  fellows;  if  it  were  upon  its  feet,  and  not  perceived 
to  be  ill  before  the  driving  commenced;  and  laftfy,  if  it  take  a  good  run 
to  catch  it  5  let  it  be  inftantly  flaughtered,  and  the  whole  carcafe  will  be 
found  more  or  lefs  yellow.  The  whole  mafs  of  blood  will  be  found  black 
and  thick  (grumousj,  flowing  very  little  after  the  knife;  but  all  the  visce- 
ra will  be  perfedly  found,  excepting  only  the  milt  (fpleen)  which  will  be 
fwoUen,  black,  and  rotten.  From  this  period,  as  they  feldom  live  four 
hours;  and,  when  dead,  as  the  whole  of  theinlide  is  entirely  putrid  (though 
the  outfide  undergoes  no  further  change),  it  will  eaiily  be  conceived  that 
the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe  is  rapid  from  one  vifcus  to  another.  The  liver 
is  next  feized,  and  then  the  kidneys.  From  the  kidneys,  the  iniiamma« 
tion  extends,  as  if  by  conta£^,  to  the  fat  which  covers  them,  and  from 
thence  to  the  fmaller  vifcera. 

"  While  the  fpleen  only  is  affected,  the  bladder  is  remarkably  (hrunk 
Tip  (corrugated),  ahd contains  not  a  dropof  fluid ;  but  as  foon  as  the  inflam* 
mation  proceeds  to  the  kidneys,  the  bladder  .(contrary  wife)  becomes  ex- 
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trfinflyreUhDefly^'ahJ  begin  to  fill  with  t  blackift  aod  bloody  uriae": 
This  it  an  infariab!e  fymptom ;  fo  that  this  dtfeatfe  might  with  cxad  pro- 
'priety  be  called  red  toc/er,  if  that  term  had  beei^  applied  to  the  urine:; 
l>ut  it  ii  reftridied  to  red»water  found  io  the  cavity  of  t^e  belly  when  the 
ibecp  are  dead. 

<<  The  contents  of  the  stoniach  are  fuperabundant»  and  frothyi  the 
feces  are  deeply  coloured,  but  the  bowels  are  not  afways  coflive.  The 
difeafe  Is  primanly  of  the  other  pnffage ;  and  feems  to  take  place,  because 
the  blood  cannot  let  fall  its  urinous  parts. '' 

In  attempting  to  a$;certain  the  identity  of  these  diseases,  with 
those  described  in  the  TranaaiCtions  of  the  Hiffhlaad  SosAet'fi  as 
comsiofi  in  Scotland,  we  become  fully  seDsible  how  defecti?e 
^ur  knowledge  of  the  stib^t  still  is;  and,  at  the  sam^  timei 
we  canilot  but  be  strudc  with  the  interesting  field  for  observa* 
iion,  which  a  more  accurate  investigation  of  the  diseases  of  do^ 
jnestic  animaia  aifards.  In  the  first  place,  the  decided  effects  of 
Afferent  kinds  of  food,  and  of  alteration  of  temperature  upon 
4he  health  of  sheep,  is  worthy  of  observation,  and  may  serve  to 
illustrate  some  common  diseases  of  the  human  body,  the  origin 
of  which  has  hitherto  escaped  our  attention ;  and,  in  the  second 
place,  it  enables  us  to  trace  the  prepress  of  the  morbid  altera- 
tions of  structure  connected  with  the  disease,  and  even  to  de- 
tect their  very  commencement,  a  circumstance  of  the  greatest 
importance  in  discovering  the  cause,  and  of  which  we  cannot 
take  advant^geJn  improving  our  knowledge  of  human  pcitholo- 
gy.  We  recommend  the  following  paragraph  to  the  attention 
of  country  practitioners,  wliose  situation  enables  them  to  profit 
%it. 

^'  It  has  been  formf^rly  reeonunended'  by  a  gentleman,  eminent  in  a« 
gricultural  fcirnce,  to  eftablifh  a  fufficient  nunrber  of  cattle  doctors  re.^ 
gularly  instructed,  by  means  of  a  fund  raifed  for  that  purpofe ;  and  Mr 
Lawrence  has  fince  detailed!  a 'plan  of  fuch  a  fociety.  But  if  this 
fhould  ever  be  carried  into  effect,  (which  there  is  great  reafon  to  doubt )f 
the  firft  objeA  (hould  be,  not  to  cur 6%  but  to  daughter  certain  of  the 
difeafed  animals,  and  diffe^  them.  Veterinary  medicine  has  been  hi* 
therto  content  to  borrow  a  few  hints  of  doubtful  application,  from  her 
elder  iifler ;  but  if  the  method  here  recommended  was  adopted*  Aie 
>nigbt  probably  pay  back  the  obligation  with  intereft  :  And  if  the  fame 
practice  was  poffible  with  refpeft  to  the  human  fubje^,  medical  fcience 
might  make  more  certain  advances  in  one  year,  than  it  has  hitherto  fince 
the  days  of  Esculapius.  The  difference  between  fubje6ts  dying  of  dif- 
eafe and  thufe  flaughtered  in  the  progrefs'  of  it,  is  material  to  accurate 
observation. " 

«  ^^  It  is  relaxed  so  taudi,  that  it  would  hold  two  or  three  Umes  as  mudi  as  there 
h  found  in  it.     It  is  also  semi- transparent,  and  the  high  colour  of  ^  urine  maybe 
"flisthicUy  pefceivcd  through  iti"  *    • 
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Qinikpte  Cl^rurgicate^  on  Memoires  et  Observatiorts  de  Ckirurgic 
CUnique^  et  swr  d^atitres  objets  relatjfs  a  I* Art  de  Gaerir,  Par 
Ph.  Felletan,  Chiritrgien  Consultant  de  L.  L.  MM,  J  J.  et 
R.,  Chevalier,  Membre  de  la  Legion  d'Honneur,  Chi/urgien 
en  Chef  de  T  Hotel  I>ieaf  Prufesseur  de  CUnique  Cbiiifcrgic^ey 
&c.  &c.  &c.  S  Tomes,  8vo.     Paris,  1819. 

A  PTER  glancing  oar  eyes  over  the  title-page  of  this  new  worfc, 
-*^  and  examining  the  preface  and  table  of  contents,  we  sot 
down,  according  to  the  cnstom  of  critics,  to  the  task  of  sclf-eso- 
amination, — for  we  then  consider  oursdves  qualified  to  diseerAi 
how  much  the  author  has  added  tt>  our  original  stock  of  ideas. 
The  honourable  situations  which  are  held  by  M.  Pdietan,  point 
<>nt  the  sources  cf  extensive  experience  in  surgery  ;  axtiA  we  are 
told,  that  lie  has  been  forty  years  in  practice,  mlee»  of  which 
lie  has  passed  as  senior  surgeon  of  a  large  hospital.  Time,  bow- 
ever,  has  xjpposite  eflfects?  nponr  opposite  characters-  Instead  of 
Expanding  and  enlarging  this  cliiiical  professor's  mhid,  it  9eeni» 
lo  have  shrivelled  mid  contracted  his  original  capacity;  ahd  the 
precepts  and  example  «#  Morartd,  Dessault,  Sabbatier,  and  Cho*- 
|>art,  have  cinly  made  hiin  Hnubita&y  conceited,  to  speak  very  oi^ 
ten  of  bis  own  skilly  and  very  contemptuously  of  hi^s  professional 
hrethFren.  M.  Peiletan  is  eim^ntly  below  par  in  his  sorgfcal  in^ 
imnation,  especially  on  the  subjects  of  aneurism  and  nernia : 
he  is  probably  esteemed  only  a  second-rate  practitioner  at  Baris, 
and  would  certainly  rank  vei7  towinthis  c^puntry,  if  a  new  cla»- 
^ficatfon  of  surgeons  were  to  be  made,  not  according  to  length 
t>f  year»,btit  depth  of  wisdom*  In  the  dearth  of  Continratal 
publications^  however,  we  are  disposed  to  ladopt  the  tol^ating 
maxim  of  Pliny,  ^^  nullum  esse  librum  tarn  malum  ut  non  ex 
Aliqud  parte  prodesset; ''  and,  bearing  this  aphorism  in  mind, 
.we  proceed  to  give  an  analysis  of  the  principal  contents  of  these 
^ree  volumes. 

The  first  memoir  is  on  Bronebc^omy,  in  which  M.  Pelletan 
speaks  from  experience  of  that  operatkm,  and  of  the  cases  which 
require  its  pertbrmance  ;  he  compares  the  longitudhial  openin/i^ 
naide  by  incisian  with  the  transverse  wounds  of  the  tr^hea 
which  are  frequently  made  by  suicides.  On  this  subject,  the  ex- 
celleat  memoirs  of  Louis  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  volumes  of  Mem. 
'Acad*  dt  Gbirurgs.  could  not  be  passed  ov8r  without  bestowing  a 
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tribute  of  approbation,  in  referring  to  those  papers :  Our  author 
had  only  to  tbllow  the  directions  uiere  laid  down,  and  to  record 
his  success  in  so  doin^,  to  encbtif  age  others  to  the  same  bold  and 
judicious  practice.  Bronchotomy  is  followed  by  few  inconve- 
niences, and  may  be  performed  with  the  greatest  benefit  in  ma- 
ny cases  of  threatened  suffocation,  from  foreign  bodies  being 
lodged  in  the  windpit>ei  and  perhaps  in  some  cases  of  croup 
or  angina.  M.  Pelletah  extra<^ed  in  one  child  a  French-bean, 
which  was  lodged  if),  the  trachea ;  in  another  case,  the  lower  jaw 
of  a  mackerel ;  and  in  a  third,  a  button,  with  complete  success* 
An  unfortunate  case  is  related  of  a  flint  stone  slipping  into  the 
larynx  of  a  child,  which  terminated  fatally,  in  consequence  of  the 
operation  being  too  long  delayed,  before  the  precise  cause  of  the 
diild*s  sufferings  was  discovered.  The  mode  of  operi^ting  adopt- 
ed, is  to  divide  the  trachea  between  the  thjrroid  cartilage  and 
annular,  portion  of  the  cricoid,  by  a  bold  longitudinal  inGiBion« 
He  has  found  no  difficulty  in  healmg  the  wound  of  the  cartilages^ 
Md  never  saw  a  case  where  the  opening -did  not  close  spe^Ij 
after  the  tvperation;  whilst  the  transverse  wounds  inflicted  by  sih'<» 
cides  always  heal  slowly;  and,  in  more  than  half  the  cases  which 
occur,  are  followed  by  violent  haemorrhage,  inflammation,  and 
death.  The  foreign  substance  lodged  in  the  trachea  or  larynx, 
is  generally  forced  out  as  soon  as  an  opening  is  made,  though  it 
sometimes  stidks,  either  from  its  shape  or  situation,  and  must 
then  be  extracted  with  the  finger  or  forceps.  The  vdce  is  not 
affected  by  the  operati(m,  except  when  the  larynx  is  divided,  in 
which  case  it  remains  hoarse  for  a  considerable  time.  M.  Peile- 
tan  has  had  no  experience  of  the  effect  of  bronchotomy  in  croup: 
what  he  says,  therefore,  on  that  subject,  is  merely  speculative. 
It  is  dfficuk  to  seize  the  exact  period  in  dangerous  a»es  of  croup, 
when  bronchotomy  is  likely  to  save  the  patient's  life  $  for  whilst 
expectoration  is  free,  it  is  unnecessary;  and  when  siiffi)cation  ia 
threatened  fi!t)m  the  inflammation  extending  along  the  brotichiae^ 
it  must  be  useless.  The  foUowii^  case  will  point  out  the  symi- 
ptoms  indicating  the  operation,  to  prevent  suffocation,  and  the 
speedy  relief  which  it  affords. 

Obs.  2. — **  In  the  month  of  May,  1798,  a  child,  three  years  old,  wi» 
brought  to  the  Hotel  Dien,  who  had  been  playing  with  some  French* 
beans,  and  in  putting  them  in  its  mouth  one  had  slipped  into  the  wind« 
pipe.  The  child  had  coughed  incessantly  for  three  days,  and  some- 
times seemed  in  imminent  danger  of  being  suffocated^  Tins  time  had 
been  spent  in  giving  emetics,  introducing  instruments  into  the  oeso* 
phagus,  under  pretence  of;  forcing  the  foreign  substance  to  pass  iikUf 
the  stomach,  and  in  inspirmg  the  parents  with  a  dangerous  degree  of 
confidence  founded  on  the  intervals  of  repose  which  the  child  exp^ 
tienced,  but  during  which  it  kept  making  a  rattling  noise  ill  its  throaty 
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h  characteristic  sign  of  the  complaint.  I  resolved  instantly  to  pet^ 
form  thfe  operation  of  bronchotomy.  The  child  was  very. fat:  thig 
circumstance,  added  to  the  small  diameter  of  the  trachea  at  this  age^ 
rendered  the  laying  bare  the  anterior  part  of  the  canal  difficult.  How- 
ever the  rings  of  the  trachea  were  divided  ;  and  there  was  hatdly  any 
perceptible  interval  between  the  incision,  and  the  expulsion  of  the 
foreign  substance.  The  bean  had  become  swelled,  and  increased  ia 
size,  from  macerationi  The  child  seemed  to  be  restored  to  life ;  it 
spoke  freely :  a  small  quantity  of  blood,  which  fell  into  the  trachea^ 
produced  coughing^  which  in  turn  threw  the  blood  out  again.  This 
circumstance  has  the  appearance  of  convulsion,  and  may  alarm  per«< 
SODS  not  accustomed  to  it ;  but  it  is  the  guarantee  of  the  patient's  life, 
by  expelling  constantly,  and  without  difficulty,  whatever  gets  into  tho 
canal  of  respiration*  After  half  an  hour  had  elapsed,  I  brought  the 
edges  of  the  wound  together  :  they  were  kept  in  contact  by  proper 
bandages ;  the  wound  suppurated,  and  was  cured  in  twenty  days.  The 
child's  voice  did  not  remain  sensibly  altered. "     p.  5* 

•Aneurism  is  the  subject  of  several  memoirs^  both  in  tlie  first 
and  second  Tolume  of  these  clinical  observations.  Several  case,^. 
oT  internal  aneurisms  are  described,  to  show  how  formidable  and 
M  of  danger  these  diseases  are ;  and  yet  that  they  are  suscep- 
tible, not  only  of  being  relieved,  but  sometimes  of  being  even 
cored,  by  copious  and  repeated  bloodletting  from  the  arm, /by 
the  application  of  leeches,  by  rigid  abstinence,  by  rest,  and  by 
applying  ice,  and  cold  and  astringent  lotions  to  the  enlarged  aor- 
ta, according  to  the  plan  of  treatment  proposed  by  Valsalva^ 
Three  patients  with  aneurism  of  the  aorta,  were  permanently 
cured  by  this  method ;  one  case  was  greatly  relieved  i  but  the  dis- 
ease returned  the  following  year,  in  consequence  of  the  patient's 
return  to  his  former  intemperate  habits.  In  another  case,  the  tu- 
mour and.  dilatation  ^as  removed  from  the  origin  of  the  aorta,^ 
bat  recurred  iti  anotner  part  of  that  vessel  lower  down.  >  Those 
cases  which  were  unsusceptible  of  cure,  are  said  to  have  been 
relieved  by  the  measures  pursued,  with  different. degrees  of  suc-< 
cess,  in  .fourteen  instances  of  internal  aneurisms ;  and  one  case 
ef  uieurism  of  the  axillary  artery,  is  mentioned  as  being  cured 
by  this  regimen,  which  M.  Pelletan  considered  a  hopeless  case^ 
not  admitting  of  any  assistance  from  a  surgical  operation.  Hie 
plan  of  treatment  appears  very  severe,  and  would  probably  be 
reluctantly  submitted  to  by  the  class  of  patients  who  are  most 
subject  to  aneurism  of  the  aorta.  Some  of  these  patients  lost 
nine  ounces  of  blood  in  a  morning,  and  six  ounces  in  the  even- 
ing, for  several  successive  days ;  at  the  same  time  they  were  debar- 
red from  taking  any  thing  more  than  diluting  liquids :  in  this  re- 
spect, it  is  Worthy  of  observation  to  notice  to  what  extent  the 
8ptem  of  defpletion  may  be  carried  with  impunity,  and  cvei* 
with  advantage. 
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We  proceed  but  a  few  paged  in  the  memoir  cti  popUtse&l  alH 
eurism,  before  we  find  the  author  commencing  an  attack  u|K)ti 
John  Hunter:  the  masterly  suggestion  of  that  eminent  surgeon, 
to  tie  up  the  artery  in  the  thi^h,  to  avoid  the  diseased  portion  of 
the  artery  near  the  aneurismsu  sac,  is  not  regarded  or  understood, 
by  M«  Peiletan;  and  he  views  the  applause  so  justly  bestowed  oa 
th£^  proposal  wiih  a  yery  unfavourable  eye*  But,  althot^h  be 
hesitates  not  to  find  fault  with,  and  to  reject  Hunter^s  mmle  oi 
operating,  his  reprosich  is  entirely  unsupported  by  physiolMied^ 
practiciJ,  or  indeed  by  any  other  arjgaments.  He  contents  m»* 
self  with  triumphing  in  the  failure  of  two  oases,  erroupeousiy  said 
to  have  been  operated  upon  after  Hunter's  method,  although  the 
tumor  in  the  ham  was  most  mjudiciously  opened,  and  the  pi^ 
tients  were  allowed  to  dife  from  secondary  haemorrh^e,  in  cott- 
sequence  of  the  ignorance  and  prejudice  of  the  ]^«ich  sur*? 
geons.  Whilst  speaking  of  employing  two  ligatures,  and  divid- 
ing the  artery  between  them^  M.  Peiletan  doeis  condeso^  to 
approve  that  mode:-^this  idea,  he  says,  has  been  attributed  \a 
some  surgeon  or  other  of  the  present  day,  (a  je  ne  saisqud  chi^ 
rurgien  ae  ces  derniers  temps)  f  but  be  remembers  Tenon  ispdkii 
positively  on  this  point  forty  years  ago,  and  urged  the  use  of  it- 
Why  then  was  it  not  practised  at  the  Hotel  IMeu  by  M.  PieHetao 
and  his  coUeamiies  ?  The  excuse  iof  thisomissidn  is  poor  and  in-" 
'consistent: — the  author  appears  to  have  learnt  the  advantages  of 
employing  two  ligatures,  and-  dhiding  the  Vessel  since  be  pern' 
formed  his  dumsy  operations ;  he  probably  got  bis  ioformaliOA 
firom  Mauiioir's  neat  little  essay  on  this  very  question. 

The  *  Observations  on  tumors  renu^kablefur  th^  skuatum  ani 
iheir  nature^  *  contain  several  curious  cases  i  the  purport  of  their 
history  is  to  enforce  the  propriety  of  early  extirpation.  On  sj^ 
philis,  M.  Peiletan  holds  many  heterodoxical opinions,  and  hehi^ 
given  some  extraordinary  proofs  of  them :  he  thkiks  the  venereal 
virus  may  remain  latent  in  the  constitution  for  twenty  years ;  and 
although  the  parents  be  free  from  seccmdary  symptomi^  their 
children  become  affected  in  a  way  which  soon  proves  fatal,  un*' 
iess  preparations  of  mercury  are  administered..  Solution  of  cor** 
rosive  sublimate  is  the  remedy  emfdoyed  by  oiir  author  upon  i^ 
occasions,  he  says,  with  invariable  success  >-^he  gives  it  ovfy 
in  small  doses,  and  only  for  a  short  time.  This  preparation  of 
mercury  is  frequently  administered  at  JParis,  along  with  twocele* 
brated  quack  medicines,  le  strop  de  Cuisinier  and  lerabde  ljD0t^ 
ieur^  which  are  composed  of  a  decoction  of  sarsapariUa,  white  rose 
leaves,  and  other  vegetables.  These  extraordinary  cases,  as  they 
are  termed,  resemble  those  pseudoHgypbilitic  diseases  which  are 
not  apparently  known  by  the  surgeons  at  Paris  to  exist,  although 
ihey  have  been  so  ably  pointed  out  by  the  surgeons  of  3Londob» 
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The  first  volume  concludes  with  a  memoir  on  forensic  mediciney 
or  medical  jurisprudence,  as  it  is  more  usually  calledi  in  which 
the  author  has  delivered  some  good  remarks  upon  several  import- 
ant cases,  which  were  brought  before  coroners,  juries,  and  ma« 
gistrates.  Having  no  time  now  left  for  for  entering  upon  the 
discussion  of  these  topics,  we  shall  pass  on. 

The  second  vohiine  contain^  the  Professor's  observations  upoa 
particular  aneurisms ;  and  he  arrogates  to  himself  the  discovery 
of  a  new  species  of  ^lis  disease,  the  nature  ,pf  which  he  has  en- 
tirely mistaken,  and  has  placed  among  those  affections  of  the 
arteries,  to  which  it  does  not  belong.     The  case  is  decidedly  one 
cX  Fungus  Hcemutodes;  but  M.  Pelletan  insists  on  its  being  whdt 
lie  is  pleased  to  designate  cm  aneurism  by  erosixMi  or  the  aneurism 
of  Pott.     It  does  indeed  resemble  a  case  related  by  Pott  as  one 
of  the  diseases  of  the  limb  requiring  amputation,  but  which  that 
able  writer  confesses  himself  at  a  loss  how  to  name,  (vide  Pott's 
"Works,  Vol.  III.) ;  and  it  is  like  other  cases  described  by  Abef- 
nethy,  Wardrop,  Burns,  and  Hey.     The  ktiowledge  recently  ac- 
quired of  this  disestee,  does  not  seem  to  hav6  enlightened  the  sur- 
geons fit  the  Hotel  Dieu,  either  by  reading  or  reflection.  The  first 
case  decribed  by  our  author,  is  a  tumor  on  the  fore-arm,  whicli 
was  opened  and  healed  three  successive  times,  and  at  length  the 
limb  was  amputated.     Several  stirgeons  attended  this  patient,  and 
disputed  about  the  nature  of  the  disease,  without  coming  to  ai 
clearer  notion  of  it     In  the  second  ca^e  (for  two  ^re.here  rekit 
circumstantially»  and  at  great  length),  the  .tumor  was  seated  in 
the  thigh;  it  was  opened,  and  then  extirpated;  and  then  tuber- 
cles and  haemorrhage  sprouted  out,  which  led  this  sagacious  ope- 
rator to  tie  the  femoral  arterv  in  three  different  places,  at  three 
different  times,  till  at  last  tne  inevitable  consequences  were  vor- 
duced^  mortification  and  death.     Not  the  slightest  mark  of  dis- 
ease could  be  detected  in  any  of  the  blood-vessels  of  the  limb*; 
nor  had  they  any  communication  with' the  cyst  of  the  tumor;  yet 
this  exotic  will  persist  in  calling  it  a  new  aneurism. 

In  the  memoirs  on  ecchymosisy  hainorrhages^  physiology j  dii^ 
eases  of  the  hearty  amputaiioHy  and  hertiiay  we  find  nothing  new, 
nothing  to  attract  attention.  In  truth,  the  last  of  these  subjects  has 
been  of  late  years  handled  by  the  first  masters  of  our  art;  and  our 
treatises  display  a  skjll,  and  labour,  and  research,  which  will  loiig 
foe  tailed  after,  with  vain  emulation,  by  the  panting  professors  of 
the  j}resent  continental  schools  of  surgery.  Be  it  understood, 
however,  that  we  put  in  a  saving  clause  for  Scarpa's  work  oh 
JEiernia,  in  fi,ve  numbers  folio,  which  we  have  only  seen  advertis- 
ed for  sale  at  the  publishers  of  M.  Pallctan's  work,  in  the  Paluis- 
Royal.  We  shall  endeavour  to  get  it,-  to  compare  widi  our  own 
6pleadid  folios. 
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PART  IIL 

MEDICAL  INTELLIGENCE. 


Heport  of  Diseases  treated  at  the  Public  Dispensart^  (near 
Carey-Street),  Londonyfrom  Nov.  30, 1811,  /o  Feb.  29,  1812. 


.Febrk     ,    .     •    . 
■  post  partum 

Cynanche  tonsillaris 
— — — —  trachealiB 
Catarrhus    .     •    • 
Pleuritis .     •     .     . 
Peripneumonia 


notfafa 


'Pertussis 
Peritonitis 
Dysenteria 


No.  of  Cases. 
18 


I 
1 
1 

92 
2 

15 
1 
8 
2 

18 


Chronjc 
«  No*,  of  Cases. 

.Cephaka    ••«...  18 

.Vertigo •    .  5 

.Ophthalmia  tarsi  •     •     .     •  1 

Cynanche  chron.   .    .     •     #  4 

Ptyalismua 1 

Catarrhus  chronicus  .     .     *  70 

Haemoptysis     *    ....  11 

Phthisis       .     .     -     .     -     .  23 

Asthma .......  3 

Dyspnoea  organfca     ...  I 

Palpitatio 1 

Dyspepsia    .««•••  20 

Gastrodynia     .     .    •     •    r  13 

Pyrosis 3 

Hsematemesis  ....    *  1 

Icterus •  3 

Hepatalgia       •     •     .    .     .  4 

Piarrh<?ea    «    «^    »    •    •    .  9 


No.  of  Cascfc 

Cholera  »..••..  2 

Rubeola.     ...••.  2 

Scarlatina I 

Roseola «    .  2 

Erysipelas    ......  2 

Febris  infantum     ....  9 

Hydrocephalus      ....  2 

Apoplexia  ^ 1 

R^heumatismus  acutus    .     .  7 

Arthritis  rheumatica      •    .  4 

Abortio  ....;..  2 

Diseases* 

Ko.  of  Cases. 

Enterodynta    •     .    •    •    •  11 

Tsenia     .«..'.••  1 

Lumbricus 1 

Tumor  abdominis .     .     •     •  1  ' 

Marasmus    ...••«  4 

Nephralgia ......  2 

Hysteralgia 3 

Menorrhagia    •     .     •     .     .  8 

Leucorrhoea     .....  6 

Amenorrhcea    •     .     •     .    •  6 

Hannorrhaghi  uteri     ...  ^ 

Enuresis I 

Asthenia     .     .     ....  12 

Chlorosis f 

Chorea    .......  1 

,     .  1 

.    .  1 


Timor  hydrophobiiC  . 

«: Insania  .     .     . 

1?aralysis     .     .    .     • 
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Chronic  Diseases  continued. 


No.  of  Cases. 

Hfsteria 4 

Rheumat.  chron 17 

Hexnicrania  rheumat.     •    •  1 

Pleurodyiie 1 

Lumbago    «•*.««  1 

Phlegmatia  doiene     •     •    •  2 

Anasarca 1 

Ascites •    •  2 

Hydrothorax 2 

Hydrops  tot.  corpons     •    .  S 

•    '           ovarii     •     •    •     .  1 


No.  of  Casec 
Scrofula      ......      4 

Lichen 9 

Prurigo -      4t 

Psoriasis 4 

Erythema  tuberosum     «    «       I 

Urticaria ^       i 

Herpes        1. 

Rupia •    •       1 

Impetigo 1 

Porrigo  •••..••     10 
Scabies ««14 


The  winter  has  been,  on  the  whole,  mild,  but  variable.  Du« 
ring  the  first  three  weeks  of  December,  the  thermometer  was 
sometimes  above  50**,  and  seldom  below  40**,  with  the  wind 
varying  between  NW.  and  SW.  and  frequent  light  rains.  At 
Christmas  there  was  a  fall  of  snow,  which  lay  two  days,  and  it 
continued  frosty  for  a  week.  Tiie  month  of  January  was  gene- 
rally cloudy  and  foggy:  some  snow  fell  on  the  4th  and  5th,  and 
a  heavy  fall  occurred  on  the  7th.  On  the  10th,  so  dense  a  fog 
hung  over  the  metropolis  the  greater  part  of  the  day,  that,  eveu 
in  the  open  streets  and  squares,  it  was  necessary  to  use  candles. 
Some  clear  mild  days  occurred  about  the  middle  of  this  months 
which  were  foHowea  by  a  few  days  of  slight  frost.  In  February 
the  rains  have  been  frequent,  and  sometimes  very  heavy,  and  ac« 
companied  with  gales  of  wind  from  the  SW. 

The  list  of  <}iseases  affords  very  little  occasion  for  remark. 
During  the  whole  of  the  three  months,  the  number  of  catarrhal 
affections  has  been  considerable,  and  nearly  uniform;  but  no 
other  tribe  of  diseases,  on  which  the  season  of  the  year  had  any 
influence,  has  presented  itself.  There  has  been  no  epidemic  ; 
the  contagions  appear  to  have  been  nearly  dormant;  and  typhoid 
fevers  have  been  equally  rare.  The  febrile  diseases,  included 
vnd^  the  first  article  in  the  list,  have  been  moderate  and  short 
in  their  duration,  and  have  terminated  well;  the  sensorium  hav- 
ing seldom  been  observed  to  be  affected,  nor  the  heat  of  the  skiQ 
to  be  much  augmented*  A  brief  administration  of  diaphoretics 
and  purgatives,  with  an  antiphlogisitic  dictt^  has  appeared  to  com* 
prise  all  the  rcjquisite  treatment. 

The  two  ca^es,  set  diiwn  under  !tlhe  head  of  Roseola,  were  fcr 
brile  diseases,  and  one  of  them  was  of  considerable  severitv  and 
duration.  Jn  both  these  instances  the  rash  appeared  on  the  se^ 
cond  day  of  ferer,  and  continued  beyond  the  ninth  day,  the  fe- 
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ver  then  declining  with  It.  In  the  more  severe  case,  the  rash  bore 
a  considerable  resemblance  to  that  of  rubeola,  consisting  of  nume- 
rous small,  slightly  elevated  spots,  of  a  pale  red  colour,  not  acu- 
siinated,  covering  the  face,  e^tremitijos^  and  trvmk;  btit,  al*^ 
though  here  and  there  confluent,  not  forming  into  crescents,  like 
the  measles,  nor  approaching  to  the  raspberry  iiue.  The  patient 
complained  during  the  whole  period  of  great  general  distress  $  the 
dcin  was  exceedingly  hot,  although  tlie  perspirations  were  ccni- 
siderable,  and  there  was  even  a  tendency  to  delirium.  Ob  the 
9th  day  the  eruption  began  to  disappear,  and  the  fever  to  dimi- 
nish ;  but  she  was  left  m  a  state  of  great  debility  and  languory 
end  recovered  slowly*  Purgatives,  diaphoretics,  and  acids  were 
principally  employed ;  but  it  is  probable  that  a  cooler  bed  and 
apartment,  than  the  parents  of  the  girl  chose  to  maintain^ 
would  have  materially  alleviated  the  complaint,  .  Ilie  second 
patient,  a  younger  girl,  only  eleven  years  of  age,  exhibited  oa 
the  second  day  of  a  moderate  fever,  accompanied  by  sickness^ 
a  diflFuse  rose-red  rash  on  the  legs,  of  an  erythematous  form, 
slightly  elevated,  but  of  an  uneven  surface,  the  most  elevat- 
ed parts  being  reddest:  on  the  fourth  and  fifth  days  (the  fe- 
ver, with  slight  headach  continuing),  a  similar  rash  appear- 
ed on  the  arms;  and  on  the  sixth  day,  when  the  eruption 
on  the  legs  began  to  fade,  a  large  circular  patch  oi  the 
same  bright  red  rash,  showed  itself  upon  each  cheek.  These 
patches  were  extremely  vivid,  when  the  patient  was  first  seen  on 
the  seventh  day,  at  which  time  the  eruption  on  the  arms  was  less 
bright,  and  that  on  the  legs  was  much  faded,  the  elevated  parts 
only  remaining  red,  and  giving  a  mottled  appearance  to  the  skin. 
Some  remains  of  the  rash  continued  on  the  face  on  the  eleventh 
day,  when  she  visited  the  Dispensary,  free  from  fever  5  and  a 
slight  roughness  from  imperfect  desquamation,  was  found  on 
the  arms.  She  had  taken  some  laxative,  before  she  applied  to 
the  charity,  and  was  treated  with  infusum  rosae  and  magntsiae 
sulphas,  followed  by  the  decoction  of  cinchona  and  sulphuric 
acid. 

These  febrile  rashes,  of  which  there  is  a  considerable  variety,* 
are  not  often  either  dangerous  or  severe,  and  chit  fly  deserve  to 
be  noticed  with  a  view  to  the  diagnosis  from  the  contagious  erup- 
tive fevers,  scarlatina  and  measles.     I  lately  attended  a  case,  r»* 


*  Neither  of  these  cases  accorded  accurately  with  the  species  of  roseola,  describ- 
fd  by  Dr  Willan,  as  having  most  frequently  occurred  to  his  observation.  But  it 
were  not  easy  to  follow  these  rashes  tlirough  all  their  varieties,  lliey  agreed  with 
his  general  definition :  '*  a  rose-coloured  efflorescence,  variously  fi|^ured,  without 
wheals  or  papuls,  and  n^t  oojitagious. "— Ord.  III.  Genus  VI. 
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senUmg  tbe  former  of  these  in  appearance,  althoi^  not  in  the 
•everiiy  of  the  concomitant  fever,  which  excited  a  great  alarm  ia 
die  fntni^^  from  the  belief  that  it  was  scarlet  fever ;  a  supposi-^ 
tioa  which  was  strengthened  by  the  occurrence  of  a  .slight  sore 
throat.  But  a  careml  attention  to  the  form,  distribution,  and 
progress  of  the  eruption,  as  well  as  to  the  concomitant  circum- 
stances, will  generally  enable  an  observer,  accustomed  to  analyze 
ihoae  appearances,  to  decide  promptly  as  to  their  difference  from 
the  contagious  fevers  just  mentioned,  Tlie  causes  of  them  are 
by  no  means  easily  traced :  in  the  latter  of  the  two  cases  above 
•described,  the  disorder  was  supposed  to  have  been  occasioned  by 
having  been  excessively  heated,  by  working  at  a  mangle,  a  week 
liefore  the  symptoms  appeared. 

Tbe  case  entered  under  the  title  of  timor  hydrophobiae  occur- 
red in  an  elderly  woman,  who  had  been  bitten  in  the  hand  by  a 
dog^  whidi  she  was  apprehensive  was  rabid.  She  exhibited  a 
most  extraordinai;^  degree  of  mental  agitation,  and  much  irrita- 
bilitir  both  of  body  and  mind,  which  we  endeavoured  to  pacify 
by  the  pretence  of  prescribing  a  certain  preventive ;  but  without 
enfect*  She  returned  to  the  Dispensary,  however,  in  the  course 
of  three  days,  perfectly  free  from  inquietude,  in  consequence  of 
ihe  waund  having  already  healed,  which,  she  concdv^,  was  a 
proof  that  no  poison  had  been  inserted  with  the  dog's  tooth. 

Bedford  Bow,  Feb.  29.  -  T.  B. 


Amoko  the  numerous  testimonies  of  national  esteem  and  gra* 
titude,  which  have  been  transmitted  to  Dr  Jenner  on  account  of 
his  invaluable  discovery,  the  following,  uhich  we  thhik  has  never 
been  laid  before  the  public,  is  not  the  least  interesting.  His 
treatise  on  vaccination  was  delivered  to  the  council  of  uie  Five 
Nations^  by  Mr  Claus,  with  the  following  address ;  and,  in  re« 
turn,  the  council  presented  him  with  the  letter  which  follows, 
accompanied  by  the  Wampum  Belt,  the  usual  token  of  friend- 
ship with  this  people,  which  are  now  in  £)r  Jenner's  possession. 
Our  readers  will  probably  not  deem  any  apology  necessary  for 
introducing  these  documents  to  their  notice. 

Speech  of  William  Claus,  Esq.  Deputy  Superintendant-General 
of  Indian  Afiairs,  to  the  Five  Nations,  assembled  in  council 
at  Fort  George  in  Upper  Canada,  8th  November  1807. 
.  Brothers  of  the  Five  Nations, — Early  in  May  last.  His  Excel- 
lency Lieutenant  Governed  Gore  took  every  possible  mean^  to. 
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introduce  the  vaccine  inoculation  among  your  tribes;  but  owing 
to  vour  people  being  then  but  on  their  hunt,  it  did  not  take  place. 

When  on  public  business  here  about  a  month  after,  I  spoke  to 
^ou  again,  and  strongly  recommended  to  your  serious  considera- 
tion, the  introducing  among  your  people  this  valuable  discovery, 
the  want  of  which  you  soon  afterwards  felt  very  severely  in  the 
loss  of  one  of  your  chiefs,  Oughguaghga  John. 

Brothers, — I  have  now  the  great  satisfaction  to  deliver  you 
a  book  sent  to  you  from  England  by  that  great  man  Dr  Jenner, 
whom  God  enabled  to  discover  so  great  a  blessing  to  mankind. 
It  explains  fully  all  the  advantages  derived  from  so.  great  a  dis- 
covery. 

I,  therefore,  Brothers,  at  his  request,  and  in  his  name,  present 
this  book  to  the  Five  Nations,  as  a  token  of  his  regard  for  you 
und  your  rising  generation,  by  which  many  valuable  lives  m«y 
\>e  preserved  from  that  most  dreadful-  pestilence  the  small-pox, . 

A  true  copjr.  (Signed)  Wm.  Claus,  P.  S.  G.  I.  A. 


Speech  of  the  Five  Nations  assembled  in  council  at  Fort  George 
•    in  Upper  Canada,  to  Dr  Jenner,  London,  on  the  8th  of  No* 
yember  1S07. 

Present, 
Lieut,  Col.  Proctor,  4- 1st  regt.  commanding  the  garrison, 
Wm.  Claus,  Esq.  dept.  superintendant* general,  Indian  affairs^ 
Lieut.  Saunders,  4 1st  regt.    Lieut.  Fowler,  41st  regt. 
Ensign  Bullock.        do.        W.  J.  Chew,  storekeeper,  Ind.  dept* 

Benjamin  Fdrchild  J  Interpreters, 

Brother, — Our  father  has  delivered  to  us  the  book  you  sent  to 
instruct  us  how  to  use  the  discovery  which  the  Great  Spirit 
made  to  you,  whereby  the  small-pox,  that  fatal  enemy  of  our 
tribes,  may  be  driven  from  the  earth.  We  have  deposited  your 
book  in  the  hands  of  the  man  of  skill,  whom  our  great  father 
employs  to  attend  us  when  sick  or  wounded. 

We  shall  not  fail  to  teach  our  children  to  speak  the  name  of 
Jenner,  and*  to  thank  the  Great  Spirit  for  bestowing  upon  biiu 
so  much  wisdom  and  so  much  benevolence. 

We  send  with  this  a  Belt  and  String  of  Wampum,  in  token  of 
pur  acceptance  of  your  precious  gift ;  and  we  beseech  the  Grea^ 
Spirit  to  take  care  of  ^ou  in  this  world  and  in  the  I^nd  of  Spi-i 
fits, 
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Chiefs'  Names. 


Dewadtharanegea, 

Dekayonwagegfa, 

Aigowane, 

Aunesa, 

Cosscouet^, 

Ooindaki, 

Caugheaw, 
Ussweghtagehte, 

Sawesyewathaw, 
Eajawgehete, 


Tribes*  Signatures. 


Interpretation  of  the 
Names. 


Nations. 


Two  pointed  arrows. 


Two  Wampum  belts. 


Clear  sky. 


Feather  on  his  head 


Mohawks. 


Onondagas, 


Movinga  tree  with  brush' 
and  planting  it,  ^  ^^^^ 

Town  destroyer, 


Raven, 
Belt  carrier, 

Disturber  of  Sleep^ 
Fish  carrier. 


>  Oneidas. 


l^^ 


An  account  of  a  particular  species  of  Counter^Ftacture,  by  Pro- 
fessor Thomson. 

At  a  late  meeting  of  the  Chirurgical  Society  of  Edinburgh^ 
Professor  Thomson  gave  an  account  of  a  particular  species  of 
counter- fracture,  which  he  had  repeatedly  had  occasion  to  ob- 
serve in  the  examination  of  the  crania  of  persons  dying- in  con-^ 
sequence  of  injuries  of  the  head.  This  is  a  variety  of  counter-' 
fracture,  which  seems  to  be  more  frequent  in  its  occurrence, 
and  more  determinate  in  its  position  than  atiy  of  those  hitherto 
described  by  practical  authors.  It  occurs  in  the  basis  of  the 
cranium,  and  runs  along  that  portion  of  the  temporal  bone, 
which  forms  the  roof  of  the  cavity  of  the  tympanum^  and  of  the 
meatus  auditorius  externus.  In  some  instances,  it  exists  on  one 
6ide  only  of  the  head;  in  pthers  it  occurs  in  both;  sometimes 
with,  and  at  other  times  without  a  fracture  of  the  sphenoid  or 
occipital  bones.  The  Professor  illustrated  his  account  of  this 
/species  of  injury  by  the  detailed  history  of  fourteen  ca^es^  witb 
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dissections  taken  partly  from  his  own  practice^  but  chiefly  from 
|he  Journals  of  the  Royal  Infirmary* 

The  following  are  some  of  the  more  general  results  which  be 
deduced  from  the  particular  histories  of  the  cases  he  related. 

\st^  That  fracture  at  the  basis  of  the  cranium^  is  an  exceed* 
in^  common  occurrence  from  external  yiolence  applied  to  the 
posterior,  upper,  and  lateral  parts  of  the  head* 

^d^  That  this  fracture  usually  runs  across  the  basis  of  the 
icranium,  from  temple  to  temple,  in  that  portion  of  the  temporal 
bone,  which  forms  the  roof  of  the  cavity  of  the  tympanum,  and 
meatus  auditoriua  externus,  where  the  bone  seems  to  be  thinner 
jand  weaker  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  basis  of  the  cranium. 

3tf,  That  this  variety  of  counter*fracture  is  usually,  from  the 
6rst,  accompanied  by  haemorrhage  from  one  or  both  ears,  by  a 
greater  or  less  degree  of  stupor,  and  in  general  also  by  a  dimi- 
nished frequency,  of  the  pulse. 

4^//,  That  the  greatest  number  of  adults  affected  in  this  man- 
ner by  external  violence,  die  of  the  injury  which  they  have  re- 
ceived, some  after  a  period  of  one,  two,  or  uiree  days,  and  others 
not  till  after  a  longer  intenral^ 

Bthf  That  in  three  of  the  cases  of  this  species  of  injury  which 
have  come  under  the  notice  of  the  observer,  a  portioii  of  the 
brain  was  discharged  along  with  the  blood  from  the  ear,  soon 
nfter  receiving  the  injury- 

6thy  That  m  all  of  the  fourteen  cases  rdated,  of  death  suc- 
ceeding to  injuries  of  the  head,  followed  immediately  by  bleed-* 
ing  from  one  or  both  ears,  the  membrana  tympani  has  been 
found  lacerated)  and  the  bone  covering,  the  external  and  inter- 
nal cavity  of  the  ear  fractured. 

Ith^  That  the  dura  inater  has  always  been  found  separated 
,nK>re  or  less  in  the  line  of  (his  fracture,  in  some  instances  lacer- 
jited)  and  in  others  blood  extravasated  between  it  and  the  bone. 

ttkj  That  those  portions  of  the  middle  lobes  of  the  brain  which 

lie  over  the  usual  course  of  this  fracture,  are  found  to  exhiUt 

'different  mtirks  of  injury,  such  as  ecchvmosis,  softness  of  t^i- 

ture,  loss  of  substance,  and,  in  those  who  suwive  the  injury  for 

<a  day  or  two,  sometimes  very  evident  mark»  of  suppuration. 

Sonie  Account  of  the  German  Universities. 
The  old»  and  once  celebrated  universities  of  Germany,  are 
•tumbling  into  pieces  like  the  political  institutions  of  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe.  Within  these  last  two  years,  accounts  have 
reached  us,  of  the  univecsities  of  Helmstadt,  Altdorf  and  Bintdn 
having  expired,  and  many  others  are  fast  approaching  towards 
4he  s^me  £Eite.    Grlesw^Id  and  Erfurt  are  n^ar^  46^ited  i  aQ4 
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Halle  seems  likely  to  be  eclipsed  by  the  splemlid  endowments  of 
the  newly  arranged  university  at  Berlin.  The  king  of  Prussiaf 
^^  tired  of  war's  alarms,"  has  devoted  his  attention  to  the  revival 
rf  learnings  and  the  arts  aud  sciences,  in  his  capital.  He  has 
given  a  royal  palace,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  spacious  classt 
rooms  for  lectures;  and  he  has  established  galleries  for  works  of 
srts,  and  museumsof  natural  history.  Professors  and  superintend* 
ants  have  been  invited  from  the  neighbouring  universities ;  an4 
medicine,  like  a  wax  nose,  is  to  be  moulded  anil  fashioned  into 
some  new  form,  to  attract  the  homage  of  students  to  the  bankk 
of  the  Spree.  Reil  has  been  induced  to  quit  Halle  for  an  ap^ 
pointm^it  and  salary  adequate  to  his  merit: — he  presides  over 
the  medical  department,  and  was  to  commence  his  lectures  thi^ 
present  winter.  Hufeland,  who  has  been  resident  at  Berlin  for 
sev^al  years,  is  also  to  deliver  lectures  on  some  branch  of  medlt 
cine  and  physiology.  Bernstein  is  to  teach  surgery,  Hermbstaedl 
cheanistry,  Willdenow  botany,  and  Rudolph  comparative  anato- 
my and  zoology.  Professor  Weiss,  from  Leipsic,  is  appointed 
superintend  ant  of  the  mineral  cabinet,  and  to  lecture  on  mineral 
logy.  Gottingen '  continues  to  flourish,  we  are  told,  under  the 
auspices  of  King  Jerome;  and  Halle  is  said  to  have,  experience^ 
the  patronage  of  bis  new  Majesty  and  his  ministers  in  a  very 
distinguished  manner.  This  last  piece  of  intelligence  interest* 
us  as  Britons,  watching  over  any  attack  upon  public  liberty,  and 
as  men  of  science,  who  recollect  with  pleasure  their  former  ac» 
quaintance  with  the  members  of  that  once  free  and  celebrated 
Moiversity.  Halle  has  long  been  distinguished  for  its  eminent 
professors  in  the  departments  of  medicine.  Stahl,  Hoffman,  and 
Gren,  contributed  much  to  raise  its  reputation^  which  has  of 
late  years  been  well  ^ipported  by  the  talents  of  Reil,  Loder, 
Sprengel,  GiU>ert,  and  x>thers.  We  hope  her  star  will  not  be 
edipsed,  i:^  being  forced  into  another  sphere  of  motion.  Whilst 
Halle  remained  under  the  government  of  Prussia,  she,  enjoyed 
all  the  privilegets  of  independence,  by  being  left  alone ;  the  ex<r 
(rtioBs.of  the  professors  were  not  damped  by  ample  salaries ; 
and  the  pursuits  and  opinions  of  the  students  were  not  checked 
by  arbitrary  regulations.  In  1802,  the  total  number  of  students 
9K  Halle,  was  estimated  at  634;  in  1805,  the  medical  students 
amounted  to  100,  the  students  of  theology  to  200 ;  but  the  most 
numerous  €;{ass  studied  law,  which  comprehended  tbe  sons  of 
poblemen  and  rich  merchants,  as  well  as  lawyers,  who  were  sent 
there  for  general  education.  Therft  were  no  medical  societies  at 
which  the  young  men  met  at  stated  times^  consequently  not 
much  emulation  or  spirit  of  inquiry  among  them,  though  every 
l^w  system  of  phUosQpby  h^d  its  advDcatea  and  partizans^  *  Tlie 
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examinations  for  conferring  degrees,  are  not  Kmited  to  any  par- 
ticular time  of  the  year;  each  student  undergoes  his  examinatioQ 
for  a  degree  whenever  he  deniands  it ;  he  only  submits  to  one 
tria],  which  lasts  two  or  three  hours,  and  is  attended  by  all  the 
medical  faculty.  Four  years  is  the  usual  period  of  study,  before 
any  appKcation  is  made  for  a  degree.  The  candidate  defends  a 
Latin  thesis  publickly,  but  this  is  generally  written  by  one  of  the 

Erofessors,  and  is  merely  pro  formd.  The  session  for  lectures, 
olh  in  winter  and  summer,  is  like  that  adopted  in  our  Scotish 
Universities.  There  was  no  public  hospital  attached  to  the  uni- 
versity seven  years  ago ;  the  infirmary  which  belonged  to  the 
town,  for  t!je  reception  of  sick  poor,  only  contained  twelve  beds. 
The  clinical  establishment  was  founded  upon  a  nosocomium  umbih 
tatorinm,  a  species  of  dispensary,  where  patients  were  admitted 
and  visited  at  their  own  houses.  Cases  were  entrusted  to  the  care 
of  senior  students,  wlio  drew  up  the  history  of  the  disease  and 
the  daily  reports,  which  were  submitted  to  the  clinical  pro- 
fessor ;  and  he  superintended  the  treatment,  and  occasionally  vi- 
sited the  patient.  In  this  respect,  Berlin  is  better  qualifiea  for 
a  school  of  medicine  than  Halle;  for  it  has  a  large  hospital,  and 
good  clinical  wards. 

Loder's  museum,  and  his  lecture- room,  are  under  the  same 
roof  with  his  dwelling* house.  He  lectures  on  anatomy,  physio- 
logy, and  surgery ;  and  practises  as  physician,  surgeon  and  ac- 
coucheun  His  anatomical  preparations  are  Arranged  in  exqui- 
sitely neat  order,  in  several  rooms,  according  to  the  structure  of 
hard  and  soft  parts  of  animal  bodies. '  They  are  very  numerous, 
and  many  of  the  injected  preparations  singularly  happy  and  beau- 
tiful. Many  rare  and  important  morbid  preparations,  from 
which  drawings  were  nmde  for  publication,  ought  ere  this  time 
to  have  been  made  known  to  pathologists  in  this  country,  if  the 
unfortunate  state  of  public  affairs  haa  not  stopped  our  peaceful 
communication  with  Hamburgh  and  Leipsic  There  is  another 
extensive  collection  of  anatomical  preparations  at  Halle,  which 
was  begun  at  Berlin  by  Meckel  the  first,  and  has  been  increased 
by  the  labours  of  his  son  and  grandson.  It  occupies  three  large 
rooms,  and  Is  particularly  rich  in  diseased  specimens,  which  pro- 
bably the  present  Professor  Meckel  will  describe  in  the  Journal  of 
Morbid  Anatomy  that  he  announced  two  years  ago. 

Lectures  on  chemistry  and  natural  philos<^hy,  are  given  by 
Gilbert,  the  learned  editor  of  Atmalen  de  Physik^  His  laboratory 
IS  well  furnished  with  chemical  apparatus ;  he  has  models  ana 
instruments  of  all  kinds,  many  of  them  costly,  and  all  of  them 
purchased  and  collected  by  his  own  industry.  It  is  to  be  hoped, 
ddxei'  S4>  many  y^ars  labour,  that  it  wiU  nq^  be  deprived  of  that 
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reward,  which  is  justly  due  Jto  his  indefatigable  exertions  in  his 
&vourite  study  of  chemistry^  or  want  that  best  and  most  flatter- 
ing encouragement  which  a  numerous  class  of  pupils  can  give  to 
his  zeal  and  ingenuity. 

The  public  library  is  upon  a  large  scale ;  the  building  is  hand- 
some, situated  on  an  eminence,  somewhat  inconveniently,  at  on€( 
end  of  the  town,  with  trees  planted  around  it,  and  a  row  of 
busts  of  celebrated  men  in  front*  It  contains  a  multitude  of 
books;  but  complaints  were  made  by  the  curators,  of  the  difficul- 
ty in  procuring  English  scientific  works,  they  are  so  dear,  and  so 
rarely  exported ;  and  no  less  difficulty  attends  the  getting  books 
from  Italy :  But,  in  spite  of  these  obstacles,  the  professors  are 
acquainted,  through  the  means  of  their  reviews  and  periodical 
works,  with  every  book  that  is  published  in  the  different  nations 
of  the  world. 

The  botanical  garden  is  a  small  one,  but  it  is  scientiCcallj 
laid  out  by  Sprengel,  who  lectures  with  great  applause  on  bota- 
ny. In  our  frequent  visits  to  the  professors,  whose  politeness 
and  attention  could  not  be  exceeded,  we  frequently  heard  the 
praises  of  our  country,  not  vaguely,  but  discriminately  marked. 
The  discovery  of  vaccination  was  more  than  once  mentioned  as 
the  most  glorious  work  of  any  age ;  and  they  could  not  help  en- 
vying England  the  honour  of  having  Jenner  for  her  son  and 
subject 

rerhaps  there  have  been  too  many  universities  in  Germany^ 
and  it  may  be  serviceable  to  collect  and  concentrate  the  talent  of 
the  different  states  j  but  we  fear  the  scourge  of  war  will  destroy 
many  of  the  good  with  the  bad ;  and  though  the  privileged  uni- 
versities may  be  better  supplied,  being  fewer  in  number,  with 
the  means  of  affording  a  scientific  education,  yet  the  destruction 
of  so  many  seminaries,  where  the  lectures,  as  well  as  the  means 
of  living,  were  cheap,  may  cut  off  many  routineers  from  the 
practice  of  medicine,  whose  situation  in  society  is  very  import- 
ant, and  whose  condition  has  been  in  Germany  of  late  years  so 
much  improved. 

FebiMaty  13/A,  1812. 

Observations  on  the  Connexion  between  Imperfection  in  the  several 
Functions  in  one  Sex,  ivith  certaiii  Approximation  in  form  to 
the  other. 

There  is  a  peculiarity  of  the  female  of  the  human  species^ 
which  has  not,  as  far  as  I  know,  been  particularly  noticed,  viz. 
that  some  women  having  more  hair  upon  their  faces  than  others 
(approaching  to  the  beard  in  men),  never  bear  children  ; — the 
cause  of  which  I  shall,  in  the  following  papier,  endeavour  to  showw 
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Soxnt  imitnals  are  dietinguisfaed  into  male  ahd  fbmale,  t^ 
having  the  parts  desthied  for  l!he  purpose  of  generation  diffeii&rit 
in  the  same  fepecies*     But,  beskied  these,  there  are  other  distill 

fuishing  marks,  between  the  male  and  female,  of  ibany  anitmds. 
n  the  male,  the  sti^ength  is  generally  greater,  the  make  of  the 
body  commonly  larger^  and  they  are  oftenef  fiarnisbed  with  parte 
for  fighting  with.  Although  this  last  distinguiGihing  mark  som6« 
times  takes  place  in  the  female,  yet  when  both  male  and  female 
are  supplied  with  parts  for  defence,  these  are  either  stronger  ih 
the  male,  or  are  attached  to  parts  endowed  with  morie  strengdi. 
In  the  human  species,  alchough  the  male  be  filrnisbed  widi  no 
part  for  defence,  diflerent  from  the  female,  yet  there  are  other 
distinguishing  marks,  besides  those  already  mentioned,  such  as 
the  beard,  &c. 

Other  animals  (hermaphrodites)  have  all  the  parts  of  genera<* 
tion  united  in  the  same  animal.  This  takes  place  in  the  more 
imperfect  animals. 

In  the  more  perfect  animals,  however,  viz.  those  which  have 
th6  parts  of  generation  different  in  the  same  species,  something 
similar  to  this  sometimes  happens,  in  a  greater  or  less  d^ree,  n 
being  not  a  complete  union  of  the  male  and  female  organs,  bat 
iBome  malccmformation  of  these  parts,  eilher  in  the  male  or  ^ 
maJe  sex.  They  also  approach^  in  external  appesirance,  that  df 
the  opposite  sex.  These  are  called  unnatural  hermaphrodites; 
to  distinguish  them  from  the  former,  which  are  called  natural ; 
and  they  are  remarked  never  t6  bear  young.  Ahhough  this  seldorii 
happ^s  in  the  human  species,  yet,  owing  to  particular  circimr- 
jtances,  the  male  or  female  may  partake  more  or  less  of  the 
nature  of  the  other  sex,  and  approach,  though  not  in  the  parts  of 
generation,  yet  in  external  appearance  and  other  qaaliti^,  tb 
the  unnatural  hermaphrodite.  Thus  those  males  who  have  beeft 
deprived  of  the  testicles,  approach  more  or  less  in  appearance 
and  other  qualities  to  the  female;  their  voices  become  weak; 
they  hare  no  beard,  &c.  The  female,  also,  whose  ovarium  was 
extirpated  by  Mr  Pott,  approached  more  nearly  to  the  male,  her 
breasts  sunk,  her  voice  became  strong,  and  ^e  became  more 
muscular.*  Women  also,  after  they  cease  to  bear  children, 
have  often  the  face  more  or  less  covered  with  hair. 

This  peculiarity  then  in  the  female  sex,  I  conceive,  resembles 
those  just  mentioned,  and  may  be  an  approach,  though  a  very 
•light  approach,  to  the  unnatural  hermaphrodite ;  and,  as  it  has 


*  Mr  Pott  doci  net  mentioD,  wbetber  or  aot  tbtit  was  stay  approach  to  tf* 
beard*  ,  .      - 
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been  r^maiited,  that  unnfltafal  hermaphrodites  never  bear  yonn^,, 
may  not  this  be  the  reaison,  why  women,  having  this  peculiarity^* 
never  bear  children  i 

We  copy  the  foHowihg  just  tribute  to  the  memory  of  one  of 
the  most  promising  characters  in  the  professiohi  frotn  Wb^eler'» 
Manchester  Chronicle. 

On  Tuesday,  the  3d  instant,  died  at  the  house  of  his  father^ 
in-law,  Lawrence  Peel,^  fesg.  of  Atdwick,  Mr  Benjamin  Gibson^ 
one  of  the  surgeons  of  the  Manchester  Infirmary.  Though  <$Ut ' 
off  at  an  early  period  of  life,  yet  he  had  long  enjoyed  such  ^^ 
share  of  the  public  confidence,  as  is  seldom  bestowed,  except  o» 
greater  length  of  days  and  more  matured  experience.  By  nature 
he  was  liberally  endowed  with  gifts,  that  peculiarly  fitted  him  fojr 
a  profession,  in  which  excellence  can  only  result  from  the  union 
of  great  delicacy  of  the  bodily  senses  with  strength  and  sagacity 
of  intellect.  Inese  endotvnaents  he  had  improved,  by  an  ardent 
and  persevering  study  of  the  branches  of  science  more  immedi- 
ately connected  with  his  vocation  j  and  he  united  to  them  a  gen* 
tleness  and  urbanity  of  manner,  arising  from  the  most  humane' 
feelings,  which,  while  they  led  to  all  due  sympathy  with  his  sufc 
faring  patients,  never  interfered  with  the  steady  execution  of  J)is 
professional  resolves.  But  it  was  not  only  oy  the  successftii 
practice  of  what  he  had  learned  fr<iwn  others,  that  Mr  Gibson  waa 
distingnished.  Influenced  by  an  honourable  ambition,  he  aimed 
at  the  higher  object  of  extending  the  usefulness  of  his  profession^ 
and  of  rendering  it,  in  some  diseases,  a  more  perfect  instrument 
of  relief.  The  discoveries,  which  his  talents  enabled  liim  to 
make,  he  freely  comnmnicateu ;  for  no  man  ever  more  cordial* 
}y  despised  empirical  conduct,  whether  mAiiifo^ited  by  the  bsten^ 
tatious  display  of  knowledge,  or  by  its  illiberal   cohcealmeut. 


the  World  his  improvements  in  the  treatmtint  of  some  of  thedis^ 
eases  of  the  eye,  in  the  cure  of  which  he  had  been  singular^  for^K 
lunate.  The  work,  united  to  his  general  eruiner.ce  as  a  surgeon, 
has  procured  him  much  more  than  a  local  reputation  ;  and  will 
deliver  his  name  to  posterity  as  the  improver  of  an  art,  which, 
while  living,  he  adorned  by  his  high  attainnicuts ;  by  enlarged 
iriews  of  its  objects  and  dignity;  and  by  the  benev*  lent  exlensiua 
«f  its  relief,  witl^  an  equal  hand,  to  the  poor  and  to  the  affluent. 

W.  H.  . 
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Hie  foUoWing  documenty  relating  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
managers  of  the  Manchester  Infirmary,  in  regard  to  Mr  Sim- 
mons, was  omitted  in  our  last* 

Sir,  Infirmary^  Nov.  19/A,  1811. 

At  the  request  of  the  Weekly  Board,  I  am  desired  by  Dr  Fer- 
Tiar,  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  Faculty  for  Friday,  November  22, 
at  12  o'clock,  in  consequence  of  a  letter  whicn  appeared  in  the 
last  Number  of  the  Edmburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 
purporting  to  be  written  by  Mr  Simmons,  but  wmdi  Mr  Sim* 
mons  declares  is  a  forgery. — I  am, 

Your  humble  servant, 

F.  W.  Huntley, 


ERRATA. 

No.  XXIX.  p.  28. 1.  IS. Jbr  chalybeate  read  chalybeate:} 
p.  29. 1.  12.^r  sumenda  read  sumendus 
p.  29, 1.  SO.  Jbr  §vj.  read  5vj» 
p.  31. 1.  ^'i.for  fmpen.  read  Impon* 
p.  31. 1.  *2A,for  not  read  no.     , 


C!omnittnications  have  been  received  from  Mr  EoMovosroir  of  Newcastle,  and  IVIr 
Jack  ;  which,  with  the  Reviews  of  several  important  publications,  haVe  been  una^ 
'  voidably  postponed  to  our  next. 


'  ^n*  Coromnnications  may  fje  addressed  to  the  Editors,  to  the  care  of  Messitt- 
CoMSTABLK  &  Co.  Edinburgh ;  Messrs  Longman  HuiiSTr  Rbxs,  Ormx  &  Browk^ 
lK>ndon;  and  Gilbert  Ic  Honaxs,  Dublin. 


ISo^  XXXI.  mU  be  published  on  the  Isl  of  Jdy  1812. 
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PART  I. 

DRKJINAt   COMMUNICATIONS* 


I. 

Gbservatiom  on  the  Opinions  of  Mr  Wilson  and  Dr,  AdamSj  te* 
^tectimg  the  existence  (f  the  Venereal  Disease  in  tie  Island  ^ 
OtmAeite.    By  H^nry  EoMoNCtToifEi  Surgeon^  Newcastle. 

f^HE  o|»iiion8  of  an  individualy  however  new,  plausiblei  or  in« 
^  genioas  tiiey  may  be,  cannot  be  considered  of  much  im« 
portance  in  a  general  point  of  view,  as  long  as  they  continue  to 
make  no  perceptible  impression  on, the  public  mind.  But  when 
we  £nd  them  adopted  by  those  wliose  example  may  be  suppo^ 
to  have  a  peweiiiil  and  extensive  influence  over  the  minds  at 
oiiiersi  ana  more  especially  when  k  is  attempted,  as  it  were,  to 
ihgraft'tfiemon  a  w«>rk  of  the  first  celebrity,  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  investigate  their  merits,  and  to  endeavour  to  ascertaia 
what  degree  of  credUMlity  ought  to  attadi  to  them. 

On  perusing  the  la^t  edition  of  H|Uiter's  Ti^adse  on  the  Y^ 
nereal  Disease,  which  fell  into  my  hands  only  a  very  short  timtf 
ago,  I  was  particularly  struck  witn  an  opinion  which  Dr  Adams^ 
the  editor  of  thM  work,  has  expressed  in  one  of  his  coipm«nta« 
rteaj'namdy,  that  '^ifaev^eneckeal  disease  is  unknown  in  Otaheite*^ 
]t  seems  that,  so  far  back  as  the  year  1800^  he  hftd  begun  to  •Q'* 

^OU  VIIJU  i«o.  dl«  fl, 


iS8  Mr 'E!AmonUone^sObse7vations  on  the  Kenercal  Disease.  Jufy 

tertain  doubts  of  the  existence  of  the  disease  in  the  South  Sea 
Islands,  on  reading  the  history  of  the  voyage  of  M.  de  La  Pe^ 
rouse.  *  These  doubts  were  cortoborateu  on  examining  the 
acCoi^nts  of  Captain  Cook's  voyages,  and  were  finally  confirmed, 
in  consequence  of  some  obeervations  which  appeared  on  the 
subject  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  for  July 
1806,  by  Mr  Wilson,  surgeon  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Porpoise.   - 

This  gentleman  informs  us,  that  he  arrived  at  Otaheite  fronr 
Port  Jackson,  in  June  18.01  j  and  so  completely  was  he  impress- 
ed with  the  belief  that  he  should  meet  with  the  venereal  disease 
in  all  its  forms,  that  the  only  anxiety  he  felt  arose  from  his  wish 
to  mitigate,  as  much  as  possible,  its  ejects  on  the  snip's  crew. 

He  was  therefore  not  a  little  surprised,  when,  after  remain* 
ing  two  months  at  the  island*  not  an  instance  of  lues  venerea 
had  occurred)  nor  had  more  than  three  cases  of  gonorrhoea 
been  contracted,  although  tlie  intercourse  with  the  females  was- 
unrestrained. 

Circumstances  so  extraordinary,  and  so  very  different  fron> 
what  he  had  expected,  naturally  excited  his  curiosity ;  and  the 
conclusion  which  his  inquiries  respecting  them  led  him  to  form 
was,  **  that  notwithstanding  the  accounts  we  read  of  the  ravages 
of  lues  venerea  at  Otaheite,  and  even  disputations  about  its  first 
importers,  this  disease  was  not  introduced  there  antecedent  to 
the  Porpoise's  voyages,  f  To  this  conch^sion  Br  Adams  not  only 
ffiUy  assents,  but  founds  on  it  various  reasonings  of  his  own^ 
and  expresses  his  regret  that  Mr  Hunter  should  have  allowed 
himseli'  to  reason  ^*  on  data  so  ill  established  as  the  South  Sea 
disease. " 

•As  it  aj3peare4  to  me  that  the  validity>of  roaJical  evidence  in 
general,  and  in  thi^  instance  in  particular,  would  be  rendered 
\ery  questionable,  if  an  opinion  so  contrary  to  that  which  had 
hitherto  universally  prevailed,  were  to  be  received  as  the  true 
one,  I  was  at  some  pains  to  examine  the  subject ;  and  for  thb 
purpose  consulted  the  different  v^rks  connected  with  the  history 
of  the  venereal  disease  in  tbs  e  remote  islands,  and  in  a  particu- 
lar manner  the  narrative  of  Mr  Wilson,  which  had  wrought 
such  full  conviction  on  the  mind  of  Dr  Adams. 

The  result  of  my  research  es  suggested  the  following  remarks* 
with  which  I  take  the  liberty  of  troubling  your  readers.     With 


•  I  mAy  reftimrk,  that  the  dbeaset  described  by  M.'de  la-Feroiwe  «re  ihoii^  of 
tlic  Sandwich  Islands,  and  conscqitcnUy  do  not  faU  to  \>e  taken  notic«  of  in  tiu* 
pica. 
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the  view  of  avoiding  iinfiecessary  repetition,  and  of  .  dering 
myself  more  easily  intelli^fible,  I  shall  follow,  as  nearly  as  pos- 
sible, the  order  in  which  Mr  Wilson's  observations  are  detailed 
in  the  Numbers  already  alluded  to  of  the  Journal,  and  to  which 
therefore,  I  beg  leave  to  refer. 

Mr  Wilson  enters  upon  the  discussion,  by  giving  two  extracts 
from  Cook's  first  and  second  voyages.  The  length  of  these  quo* 
tations,  however,  is  so  considerable  as  to  prevent  their  being  in- 
troduced here  with  pro])riKy.  He  then  proceeds  :  **  We  are  here 
only  told  by  Captain  Cook,  in  very  general  terms,  that  the  vene- 
real disease  affected  his  ship's  company  5  but  unfortunately  the 
symptoms  are  nowhere  described.  The  marks  of  the  disease 
which  were  observed  on  the  bodies  of  the  natives  are  by  no 
means  conclusive ;  and  their  accounts  of  it  do  not  correspond 
with  the  symptoms  of  lues  venerea  which  usually  occur  with  us. " 
Again,  **  The  unequivocal  symptoms  of  chancres  and  bubpes  a- 
hout  the  pudenda  do  not  appear  to  have  been  remarked.  " 

It  is  certainly  true,  that  no  enumeration  of  the  symptoms  of 
the  disease  anywhere  appears '  in  the  accounts  of  the'  different 
.voyages.  It  is  stated  by  Captain  Cook,  on  the  authority  of  his 
surgeons,  that  the  venereal  disease  existed  in  the  island  of  Ota- 
heite,  without  his  once  imagining  that  such  a  statement  could 
requFre  to  be  substantiated  by  a  minute  detail  of  symptoms  that 
were  familiarly  understood.  So  perfectly  were  the  gentlemen 
who  furnished  him  with  this  information  satisfied  of  the  truth 
of  the  fact,  that  they  communicated  it  to  the  world  without  any 
comment.  The  omission,  on  their  part,  therefore,  so  far  from 
tending^to  diminish' the  authenticity  of  what  they  had  asserted, 
would  appear  to  afford  the  strongest  internal  evidence  in  its  fa- 
vour ;  for,  in  common  justice  to  them,  it  must  be  presumed^ 
that  had  any  symptom  capable  of  exciting  suspicion  in  their 
minds  been  observed,  they  would  not  have  passed  it  over  with-" 
out  notice.  Their  silence,  therefore,  renders  it  sufKcienily  evi- 
dent that  it  was  the  venereal  disease  and  no  other  that  they  met 
with.     Were  an  intelligent  medical  traveller,   returning  from  a 

.distant  country,  to  relate  that  he. bad  seen  many  of  the  inhabi- 
tants labouring  under  small-pox,  measles,  hooping-cough,  or  any 
other  well  known  disease,  no  person,  I  apprehend,  would  be  in- 
clined to  doubt  the  truth  of  his  relation,  merely  because  he  had 
failed  to  describe  the  characteristic  symptoms  of  these  diseases. 
Still  less  cause  is  there  for  scepticism,  where  those  who  lay  claim 
to  our  confidence  are  known  to  have  been  persons  of  skill  and 
veracity,  selected  for  the  express  purpose  of  superintending  the 

.medical  department  of  the  different  voyages. 

But  independent  of  the  inadmissibility,  on  general  grounds,  of 
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this  species  of  misonhig,  Its  rejecrftfn In^rtife  pve^^tit  tftee'he&okie^ 
-a  matter  of  absolute  necesffity,  lit  feast  in  sd  far  a^  Mr  Wflscto  h 
'concferned.  For,  if  a  judgmerit  ^mikr  to  riiat  Whrich  be  bad 
passed  on  the  condfict  of  his  professional  pred^essors,  be  pctbtt- 
ed  upon  himself,  the  accounts  which  he  pdbirsh^  of  some  otbeir 
diseases  of  the  Ota'heitans  wlfl  not  be  IFmind  entitled  to  a  mo- 
tnent's  attenti/)n.  -He  says  that  fevers,  dysentery,  Tbeiifnatism> 
•phthisis,  'elephantiasis,  ^and  so(f¥e  others,  afe  prevalent  in  thfe 
island ;  but  lt\  no  inststnce  has  he  detnifed  a  single -eharacteristib 
t^ymptom  of  those  affections.  Vb  person,  however,  diinks  cf 
'discrediting  his  statements ;  fttft*  indeed  tvould  he  have  caase  to 
consider  himself  treated  With  laveOii  i^espect,  if  the  pnbKc  werfe 
<lo  refuse  its  assent  to  what  he  has  advanced,  sitoply  onaecounft 
'of  his  having  negleCtefl  to  tnentioii  a)^)^rantes,  with  which,  I 
suppose,  he  took  it  for  ^rianted  thlit  -rfl  his  readets  vi^ere  inti- 
-mately  acquainted.  Yetfoi*  no%eWdr  -reason  does  he  withhold 
his  bdief  in  the  declarations  ttf  ^i'sctos^ually -deserving  6fcre»- 
1dit  iviA  himf^eff. 

It  is  not  tinwoi*!hy  of  notice  fel^k),  tbftt  in  the  *v6ty  sentence  in 
'Whidh  Mr  tVikonso  freely  e^n^ures  those  who  had 'gone  beforfe 
-fcim  for  not  remarking 4h«uiiefJu}v<ocal'sylnplt0liTs<>f^h«mcre  and 
4)ubo,  he  says  fhttt,  **  as  far  ^'his  observation  went,'he1ia5drea* 
4on  to  belieVe  thdt  ta  ejtftfminatfon  of  the  prirts  Wfts  geneniHy 
^ound  to  be  imp?&eticable. "  If-this  was  so^iSBcult'at  theperiod 
*wheti  ho  visited ^hese  islanders,  it  is  scareely  to'be  supposed  thsft 
it  could  hdVe  becH'Iridrfe'disny  effecJied  Jtohi^iately  on  their  ^rsl 
Acquaintance  With  Enropedns. 

Mr  Wiis6n'next'all€»gcs,  thaft  *«"Gi*ptain  Cdok'^obicVting^none 
in  whom  the  disease  had  ritade  gteat  prdgress,  %as  certainty  a 
-contradiction  to  theh*  asserli^s.  "  'For  nly  part,  so  far  from 
per^emog  the  nfeceSgity -of  this  ^tidlidusion,  I  ^m  InijKncd  to 
"thirtk  that,  withtitit  ariy  i^r\^crsi€fri 'of  its  meaiiing,  tfhe-^efitdncfe 
•will  bear  an  Jnt^rpretatidnthc^v^rj'  revi^rse. 

Captain  Gdok's  haViftg  se^ti  *jdfie  in  whbm^he^ifeease  Qiafl 
•'irlaile  greai  fto^reis^  obVfotisly  htxpHes  thtit  he  'thu4t  itave'^eti 
'Others  on  'whom  it  'had  rtiade  si:)0ie  progress,  *dse  i^h^nce  ibfe  He- 
^cessity 'for  the  distinction  ? 

The  very  name  whitih  the  natives  iTssigned  tofhfe^'scasp,  ii 
name  *'  synonytnouswilh  the  word  r^tttnftessm  onr  lat>gaage,  err 
something  still  more  forciWe,  "  <Jonsthuies  a  'strong  prestimpnioti 
\n\  this  point,  &sit  is  impossible  that'g6non*ha»acotild  have^iv«i 
rise  to  such  an  idea  ?n  their  minds.  Besides,  *•  the  sitk 'heinj; 
abandoned  by  their  mcarest  relations,  and  left  to  die, "  mid  thefr 
ibeing  *•  left  to  peiiili  liloae  in *iuch 'misery  &$•  till  then  had  ncTiSr 


been  knixurn  to  theio,  "  ^  ar^  luiecy^TocaJ  indi^^^Pfifi  tha4  soin^f 
thii^  more  thaa  goQoi;r]K3D»  n^u;^  h^^v^  becA  obse]:v^d,  ^d  i,h^ 
some  wdQ  iBi^ed  extovnajl  s5.iQpt(^i^  itmst  have  manifested  iXr 

seK 

Mr  Wilson  continues :  "  Mr  Anderson,  who  was  surgeon  pf 
tb^  9e9oIutioQ».  in  Coo)c'&  ^rd  yo>^ge,  &p^aJl!;:s.  in.  stilii  moi;e  po- 
sitive terms  of  tbe  frequency  of  Ii^  vener^ea  a,ti  Ojtajiielte,  as  apr 
p^tM^s  from  the  following  extract./'    A£ter  qvoti^g  tb^  passage, 
the  leBf^h;  of  which  preolv4e$  i(s  insert^ion,  in  t^iis  plp^^,  Ipi^.  g(;>^i^ 
o%  *^  But  as;l^ingei^ious  genlileai^ni(Mr  Ai^dei'^ii^)  has  neLtlu^ 
iftforiBi^d  us  of  the  symplpn^  wJjjiV^b  9{)(x?aredr  a]?ioi3£[>  tl^  slu^p^'s 
COBppa^y,  Bor  described  in  val^^  o^MMiQi^T  tl>^di3ea^  sjiia^cd  itseJI* 
on  shore,  iA  may  b^  fairty.  p^e$uip/ed  (ka,t  he  adopted  t|be  ofijixio^ 
ef  his  c^qpjtaln^  iftn^  cppfoupdedi  tb^  mo^tt  common  disease,  vi;^ 
scFo^^a,  wiUi  li^es  venerea^  "     Wi^bpu^i  ip^^U.^^  i^rtb^^  <w  the 
instt^Scien^y  of  Mr  Wil^^i's.  objection  on  tbe  scpafe  of  neglect  iju^ 
Captain  Cook's  aurgec^gt  t;he  i^i^^rei^e  \i^re  a^t^cmpted  to  b« 
drawn,  is^  I  aito,  afr^,  ijifeubier  c^oi^id  tow^d^  M|  Anderson,  noi? 
is  it  conioffmable  tQ  w^^at  we  bav^  every  res^pp  tp  believe  was  (he 
fafiU     The  narrative  of  all  the  voyages  certainly  app^rs  in  tl^ 
mime  of  Captain  Cook;,  but  firom  the  explanation  given  iW 
Hawkeswortb,  in  bis  introduction  to  tlie  first  voyage,  with  reg^a 
to  the  lA^mi^ion  furnished  by  Sir  Joseph  Banks^  and  othera,  i\n^ 
^ko  from  what  aotus^ly  occurs  in  the  history  of  the,  subsequent 
voyage^  it  is  evident  that  the  chi^  of  ^he  sj&vera^  4^partmeji^^ 
s^ppBed  the  <^tails  of  the  ^^spective  s^b||ects  committed  to  t]p^^ 
charge.    Jn  the  thir^  voyage,  ia  particular,  Captain  Cpok  repeatr 
ediy  l^:knowledges  his  ohligalio^s  to  Mr  Anderson  foj:  tbe  v^iv^ 
able  observations  which  he  communicated,  and  w^ich  on  many 
occasions  extended  to  other  sublets  (ks^  those  purely  medical^ 
I  mention  these  circumstance^,  for  t^^  purpose  of  showing  tb^ 
extreme  improbi^ility  of  Mr  A.  receivu^g  c^ny  of  his  potions 
vespectiqg  diseases  from  his  c^pt^n. 

It  is  fmly  as  reasonable  to  suppose  Sir  Jos^pI>  Banks,  Dr  So? 
lander,  or  Mr  Forster,  to  have  been  entirely  gui\)ed  by  Captain 
Cook's  opdnion  in  their  decision  of  ^ny  particul^^r  point  in  natura) 
)iistory  or  bots^ny^  Jlut  even  granting  tjiat  Mr  Anderson  did^ 
in  the  instance  alluded  to,  adopt  tb?  ideas  of  his  captain,  it  mu$t 
at  the  same  time  be  admitted,  that  Captiiin  Cook  had  orlginalljf 
formed  his  opinion  op  the  si^bjec^  on  th^  reports  of  Mr  Monk-r 
house  and  Mr  Patten,  the  sui^eoi^s  of  the  Endeavour  and  Ko: 
solution  in  the  first  and  second  yoyoes,  supported)  as  the^e  ha^ 

-  ■  ■  '         ■ 
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been ,  by  the  testimony  of  Bougainville's  surgeons.  That  all  these 
gentlemen  should  have  entirely  mistaken  a  disease  with  every 
symptom  of  which  they  could  not  but  be  perfectly  familiar,  is  a 
supposition  which,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  is  extremely  impro- 
bable. 

That  at  the  time  these  voyages  were  made,  the  belief  in  the 
identity  of  chancre  and  gonorrhaea  prevailed  very  generally,  and 
consequently  that  practitioners  were  not  likely  to  make  any  dis- 
tinction between  them,  is  of  little  avail  to  the  argument ;  for  the 
question  still  recurs, — why  mention  the  ravages  of  gonorrhoea 
■when  they  must  have  known  that  it  almost  universally  cured  it- 
self; and  what  could  give  rise  to  the  custom  of  setting  the  dis- 
eased apart  to  die,  if,  as  Mr  Wilson  believer*  gonorrhoea  pre- 
existed there,  *'  and  will  always  be^found  where  man  is  found  r  "  * 

Mr  Wilson  lays  much  stress  on  the  improbability  of  the  vene- 
real disease  being  eradicated,  after  having  once  been  so  common, 
**  even  "  says  he  **  if  the  inhabitants  were  in  possession  of  a  spe- 
cific rerredy,  of  which  I  am  well  assured  they  are  not. " 

That  they  were  in  possession  of  no  antidote,  of  powers  equal  to 
those  of  mercury,  is  certain  ;  but  that  they  were  destitute  of  every 
means  capable  of  exerting  a  partial  influence  over  the  disorder,  is 
Hot  so  apparent.  Waving,  however,  all  contest  on  this  point, 
and  admitting  that  tbe  natives  of  Otaheite  never  knew  of  any 
specific  for  lues  venerea,  the  extermination  of  the  disease  would 
not  seem  on  that  account  alone  to  be  impracticable.  The  terror 
-which  its  first  introduction  excited  in  the  inhabitants,  and  the 

Sstem  of  seclusion  and  abandonment  to  which  they  had  imme- 
ate  recour&c,  **  lest, "  as  Captain  Cook  observes,  "  the  calamity 
should  spread  by  contagion, "  are  circumstances  that  render  it  by 
no  means  difficult  to  comprehend  the  possibility  of  setting  limits 
to  its  propagation,  if  not  of  extinguishing  the  malady  altogether. 
A  plan  ot  this  kind,  if  duly  acted  upon  in  such  a  situation  as 
Otaheite,  an  island  of  very  limited  extent,  and  where  concealment 
-was  not  easily  practij^ed,  would  in  a  short  time  be  productive  of 
the  most  beneficial  consequences  in  this  respect.  All  voyagers 
bear  witness  to  the  unlimited  power  of  the  chiefs  in  the  Soudi 
J8ea  Islands,  and  especially  to  the  rigid  manner  in  which  the  talfoo 
is  enforced,  and  the  impossibility  of  infringing  its  laws.  This, 
which  is  the  most  perfect  system  of  quarantine  or  embargo,  of 
"which  perhaps  there  is  any  instance,  is  made  to  operate  with 
equal  celerity  and  effect  on  any  number  of  people,  and  to  any 
distance,  from  that  of  a  few  yards  to  a  whole  district  or  island/* 
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It  may  even  be  urged^  with  some  degree  of  confidence,  that  tho 
very  absence  of  a  remedy,  and  the  consequently  hopeless  nature 
«if  the  disease,  would  form  the  strongest  reason  for  compelling 
the  infected  to  withdraw  from  the  healthy,  and  for  inducing  the 
ktter  to  abstain  from  every  species  of  intercourse  by  which  the 
disease  might  be  imparted.     Nay,  it  is  probably  not  hazarding  too 
fifiuch  to  allege,  that  were  circumstances  of  a  similar  description 
to  occur  in  European  countries,  where  detection  is  so  much  more 
difficult,  the  extirpation  of  lues  venerea  would  infalibly  take  place*, 
though  a  considerable  period  nnist  necessarily  elapse  before  it 
could  be  efilcted.     It  is  the  assurance  amongst  us  of  possessing^ 
die  means  of  cure,  that  takes  away  much  of  the  dread  of  exposure 
to  infection.     Let  it  once  be  understood  that  the  disease  is  irre- 
mediable, and  the  causes  which  tend  to  perpetuate  ^ts  ravages 
would  soon  cease  to  operate.     It  should  be,  kept  in  view,  also, 
that  in  these  distant  islands  there  did  not  exist,  except  during  the 
visits  of  Europeans,  the  incitements  to  sexual  intercourse  on  the 
part  of  the  diseased,  which,  in  more  civilized  regions,  arise  from 
motives  of  interest  or  imperious  necessity,  ana  which  have  so 
direct  and  powerful  a  tendency  to  keep  alive  the  infection.     It 
appears  from  the  account  of  Lieutenant  Watts,  wiiich  appears  in 
the  history  of  governor  Philips's  voyage  to  New  South  Wales  in 
1788,  that  the  island  of  Otabeite  had  not  been  visited  by  any 
European  for  nearly  ten  years,  a  period  fuUy  capable  of  occa- 
sioning a  very  considerable  decrease  in  the  number  of  the  dis- 
eased, the  principal  source  of  infection  being  entirely  cut  off; 
and  supposing  the  precautionary  measures  to  have  been  duly  per- 
severed in,  it  is  even  possible  to  trace  the  happy  effects  which 
the  system  of  internal  quarantine  had  produced  in  the  short 
space  of  time  that  intervened  between  the  introduction  of  the 
disease  by  Bougainville's  people,  and  the  arrival  of  the  Endea- 
vour, and  still  more  remarkably  during  the  interval  between 
Cook's  first  and  second  voyages. 

As  a  farther  proof,  if  indeed  any  were  wanting,  of  what  such 
a  practice  can  accomplish,  it  is  only  necessary  to  advert  to  what. 
Mr  Wilson  himself  has  written.  U)K)n  no  other  principle  can 
the  unfrequency  of  gonorrhoea,  during  the  first  visit  of  the  Por- 
poise, be  explained.  For  without  some  regulation  of  this  kind 
having  been  extended  even  to  that  comparatively  trifling  com- 
plaint, there  is  no  adequate  cause  to  account  for  the  rareness 
of  the  disease,  where  the  intercourse  of  the  sexes  was  unlimited. 
On  the  contrary,  the  disease  under  such  circumstances  ought  to 
have  increased.  We  find  also,  that  when  a  fresh  importation  of 
infectious  matter  took  place,  or  when  the  temptations  to  promis- 


coons  venery  wtre  prenent  in  grenter  force,  the  disorder  hmne- 
diatdy  spread  itself. 

The  fact,  thcreforef  of  the  nm^existence  of  the  disease  itt  th^ 
iskiiTd  of  Otahdte,  even  if  it  were  incontrovertibly  estdbHsh^ 
fs  &r  from  amonnting  to  a  demonstration  that  the  disease  bacE 
not  existed  there  at  some  former  period. 

It  is  much  to  be  refjretted  that  Mr  Wihron,  ivho  has  not  beevi! 
over  indulgent  towards  his  predecessor^  shontd  not  have  madef 
amends  for  their  neglect,  by  pointing  ont  some  of  the  discriminate 
ing  characters  of  those  idcers  and  tnmors  which  he  is  so  ded^  ' 
edly  of  opinion  utrere  mistaken  for  htes  venerea.    The  want  of 
«uch  information  is  the  more  sensibly  felt,  on  ae^unt  of  a  fact 
noticed  by  the  missionaries,  whose  testimony,  though  not  the 
most  satisfactory  on  a  subject  of  this  natare,  most  be  regarded  a« 
wholly  unprejudiced.     Tney  describe,  in  their  history,  the  extra'-* 
ordinary  effects  which  mercury  produced  on  the  nlcers  with  Whidar 
the  natives  were  afflicted,  eiftcts  so  salotaty  ni  to  be  obvious  to 
the  rude  perceptions  of  the  sufferers  tbemselveis.    Although  it 
may  have  the  am>earance  of  undervaluing  the  readet^s  powets  of 
discrimihation,  I  cannot  refrain  from  taking  the  opportunity  of 
directing  his  attention  to  the  incompatibility  of  suth  changes 
vmh  the  notion  of  any  scrofulous  taint  in  ibose  sotes. 

Another  cause  of  the  ambiguity  in  which  this  part  of  (he  ^vth^ 
ject  is  involved,  may  be  found  in  the  following  admission  which 
Mr  Wilson  has  made  in  one  part  of  bis  communication.  H^ 
says,  page  281,  ^*  I  presume  no  fact  can  be  better  established  tbafl 
that  the  venereal  disease  did  not  exist,  ai  l^a&t  in  a  mode  capable  ^ 
f&mmuniccUing  the  infection  in  the  usual  manmr^  at  the  time  of  tfa«r 
Porpoise'^  visits. ''  From  this  concession  otit  is  almost  inclined 
to  suppose  that  Mr  Wilson  had  abandoned  one  of  the  leading 
arguments  in  support  of  his  opinion  of  the  previous  eXemptii^ 
of  the  island  from  the  disease.  Be  that,  however,  as  it  may,  it 
certainly  has  the  effect  of  throwing  considerable  obscurity  ovar 
most  of^^  his  reasoning,  and  at  all  events  of  rendering  it  very  in*- 
conclusive. 

From  these,  and  various  other  considerations  that  might  bif 
urged,  but  which  I  shall  not  at  present  trespass  farther  on  tbn 
reader's  leisure  by  bringing  forward,  I  think  we  have  satisfao 
tory  grounds  for  concluding,  that  the  evidence  in  favour  of  tbcf 
opinion  promulgated  by  Mr  Wilson,  and  so  pertinaciously  in% 
sisted  on  by  Br  Adams,  is  not  of  that  unexceptionable  nature^ 
which  should  induce  us  to  disbelieve  all  that  biU»  b^n  previo^idy 
written  on  the  subject^ 
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Case  of  Vrhtary  Oztadua.    By  Alexander  Jack,  Surgeon. 

OnRPOK  AL  Blanchflower  of  the  mnrines,  age 
*-*  stalare,  sallow  complexion,  and  spare  habi 
plained  to  me,  about  the  latter  end  of  May  18C 
voiding  his  urine,  extreme  pain  in  passing  the  lit 
pnin  \u  the  left  lumbar  region,  and  of  niimbncs 
of  the  thiffh  at  that  side.     Generally  of  a  cos 
bladder  did  not  appear  much  distended.     The  ir 
cfltheter  produced  no  Bow  of  urine,  but  on  being  witlidrawn,  a 
fcw  drops  of  a  white  pu=-Iooking  fluid  came  cd',  attended  wiJi 
severe  lancinating  pain  in  the  urethra.     About  twelve  years  ber 
fore  this  period,  he  had  a  similar  attack,  which  went  off  after  a 
^scharge  of  white  pus  from  the  urethra.     In  the  last  attack,  opi- 
ates were  given  to  relieve  pain,  and  laxatives  to  obvinte  costiw 
ness ;  the  warm  bath  was  also  used  twice  a  day,  which  prwlucod 
temporary  relief,  ard  brought  on  ndi?chai"geofurit:e,  mixed  wJUi 
whitiBh-coloured  matter;  and  for  the  time  being  the  nuntbncss 
of  the  thigh  went  offl     Under  this  treatment,  the  patieutgot 
about  agwin  in  five  or  six  days  time.     From  this  last  period,  \ij} 
to  the  &th  December  of  the  same  year,  he  had  several  altacks  «4 
the  pain  in  the  lumbar  region,  attended  with  a  white  di^cliarge 
mixed  with  the  urine :  hut  these  fits  were  never  so  severe  fts  U» 
preveiit  him  from  his  duty.     An  opiate  at  night,  followed  by  a 
cathartic  in  the  morning,  always  velievcd  him.     On  the  8th 
December  1807,  the  last  and  Altai  attack  took  place;  the  pain 
in  passing  water  was  more  intolerable,  and  the  pus  mixed  with 
it,  increased  in  quantify,  which,  on  standing  in  the  urine  somo 
time,  always  subsided  to  the  bottom,  and  had  nothing  of  a  gi-iny 
feel.      The  symptoms  continued  with  little  alteration,  except 
what  temporary  relief  the  warm  bath  and  opiates  aflbrdcd,  wiiicU 
was  now  much  less  than  he  was  wont  to  experience  from  thenu 
On  the  1  Ith,  I  attempted  to  introduce  a  catheter ;  but  it  was  ob- 
liged to  be  withdrawn,  vhen  it  had  passed  as  far  as  Uie  bulb  of 
the  urethra,  owins  to  the  acute  pain.     The  urine  flowed  several 
times  during  its  introduction.     13tli,  The  urine  b4<gaD  lu  flow    ■ 
plentifully,  mixed  with  pus,  but  involuntarily ;  the  pain  at  this 
time  was  particularly  acute  in  that  part  of  the  urethra  behind  the 
scrotum.     'Diere  was  now  considerable  debility ;  and  the  other 
eymptoms  repiiined  much  the  saaie.     16th,  The  leli  loin  is  |)aii)a 
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fill  to  the  touch,  and  to  the  patient  appears  as  if  stvellcd,  which 
liowcv«»r  was  not  perceived  on  irispr^ction  of  the  part.  Has  been 
injecting  a  weak  watery  polutioo  of  opium  into  the  urethra,  for 
these  some  dafs  pist:  it  has  produced  no  relief  of  pain.  About 
this  time  he  began  to  complain  much  of  pain  in  the  region  of 
the  bladder  tphen  pressed  upon.  2tid,  All  the^ymptoms  greatly 
aggravated.  Urine  voided  every  few  minutes,  with  most  into- 
lerable p.iin.  27'th,  Complains  of  achiog  in  the  lower  extremi- 
ties. ?J)th,  Has  eTftciif!tsd  a  great  quantity  of  air  downwards; 
jind  now,  for  the  first  time,  conij^lains  of  fulness  or  tightness  a- 
bout  the  filidoiiicn.  81st,  Every  symptom  increasing,  with  ex- 
treme Gchiliiy.  Io3'air)toms  of  coma  begin  now  to  appear.  2d 
January  IS08,  Vomiting  and  sickness  during  last  night.  Yester- 
day he  complainod  niora  of  the  pain  in  the  bladder,  and  less  of 
ihe  lumbar  re^'on,  than  he.had  done  at  all.  4th,  Comatose  state 
is  no\7  almost  constr.nt,  attended  now  and  then  with  subsultus 
iendin'Hm,  All  tlie  oilier  svniptoms  getting  worse  and  worse. 
6th,  Most  of  die  day  troublesome  singultus,  7thy  At  2  A.  M. 
expired. 

During  the  Srst  part  of  the  complaint,  he  used  the  warm  bath 
once  or  twice  a-day.  As  he  was  enable  latterly  to  get  up,  the 
fibdomen  and  |>erin3eum  were  fomented  with  flannels  wrung  from 
hot  water.  Laxatives  and  injections  were  frequently  required, 
as  he  was  yerv  co^^tive.  Opiates  v»ere  for  the  most  part  given  at 
bed-time.  1  hese,  with  soap  pii!*  and  mucilaginous  drinks,  con- 
stituted the  treatment  of  his  con;j)]aint.  The  bathing  fomenta- 
tion', find  opiii-cs,  for  the  most  part,  aiTordtd  temporary  relief. 
During  the  last  tw*  or  three  drjys  of  the  complaint,  a  little  blood 
was  discharged  from  the  ureihra.  I  need  scarcely  state,  tliat  le- 
brile  sym.ptor.^s  at:tenHed ;  they  were  not  such,  howeverj  as  to 
require  evacuations  of  any  kind. 

Dissrcfron, — At  7  A.  M.  of  the  day  on  which  he  died,  the 
body,  now  much  emaciated,  was  opened.  Appearances  were  as 
follow. 

Stomach  distended  with  flatus,  blood  vessels  on  its  surface  tur- 
gid. Liver  rather  hard  in  its  substpnce,  and  lighter  coloured  than 
usual,  having  a  number  of  light  ash-coloured  spots  on  its  convex 
side,  from  the  size  of  a  shilling  downwards,  firmer  to  the  feel 
than  the  rest  of  the  liver.  Above  the  pubes  was  seen  the  fundus 
of  the  bladder  projecting  upwards,  forwards;  and  towards  one 
side,  much  thickened,  and  very  hard.  The  body  of  the  bladder 
'was  nearly  in  ibc  same  stntf,  containing  a  quantity  of  fluid,  and 
A  hard  body  hke  a  stone.  Upon  its  being  laid  open,  a  pint  of 
aanious  matter,  tinged  with  blood,  was  evacuated,  having  a  very 
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fetid  smell.     The  thickness  of  the  body  of  the  bladder  was  about 
half  an  inch;  towards  the  fundus,  three  quarters  of  an  inch;  the 
whole  having  a  scirrhous  appearance.     The  outer  surface  wa^ 
irregular  and  pitted ;  the  inner  in  some  places  was  raw,  having 
a  muscular  appearance;  other  parts  covered  with  pus  and  ulcer- 
ated ;  while  the  remainder  of  the  internal  surface  was  covered 
with  layers  of  sand,  strongly  adhering  to  the  bladder,  and  having 
the  feel  of  common  sand- paper:  there  were  also  a  few  fungous 
excrescences.   ,  The  bladder  was  divided  itito  two  cavities ;  the 
projecting  fundus  formed  one,  and  the  rest  of  the  bladder  the 
other ;  the  former  of  the  size  and  figure  of  a  hen's  egg  of  a  smalt 
size.     Besides  the  pus,  there  was  a  stone  of  a  very  singular  ap- 
pearance fountl  in  the  larg^  cavity  of  the  bladder,  the  figure  of 
which  is  given  in  the  annexed  sketch.     The  oval  portion  is  ex* 
actly  the  size  of  the  cavity  in  the  fundus  of  the  bladder,  and 
somewhat  flattened;  to  this  is  subjoined,  by  a  small  neck,  another 
portion  of  stone,  and  placed  transversely  wilh  respect  to  the  for- 
mer.    The  communication  between  the  two  cysts  of  the  bladder 
corresponded  to  the  size  of  the  small  neck  joining,  together  the 
two  portrons  of  stone.     The  oval  portion  appears  tb  have  been 
completely  formed,  and  lain  in  the  small  cyst  for  some  years 
prior  to  the  formation  of  the  other  portion;  it  is  dense,  hard, 
smooth  on  its  surface,  composed  of  concentric  layers,  and  of  a 
dark  brown  colour.     The  second  and  last  formed  portion  is  ir- 
regular in  shape,  and  softer  than  the  other ;  some  of  it  has  the 
appifarance  of  being  in  layers,  but  the  greatest  pdrtion  has  h 
granular  and  spongy  texture :  its  surface  is  rough,  and  of  alight 
gray  colour.     Both  the  kidneys  were  enlarged  and  flaccid,  but 
most  of  all  the  left  one  (where  the  pain  had  been  seated),  which, 
on  being  opened,  discnarged  a  great  quantity  of  pus,  of  the 
same  quality,  and  nearly  about  the  quantity  contained  in  the 
bladder,  except  that  it  was  not  tinged  with  blood.     I  should 
have  mentioned  before,  that  the  pus  contained  in  the  bladder  was 
mixed  with  a  white  curdly-looking  matter,  like  that  discharged 
from  scrofulous  sores.     Such  were  the  appearances  observed  on 
dissection,  which,  but  for  particular  circumstances,  would  hav6 
been  carried  to  a  greater  extent. 

From  the  above  history  and  dissection,  it  would  appear,  that 
the  oval  portion  of  stone  had  been  formed,  at  least  retained, 
after  it  had  acquired  a  small  size  in  the  cyst  at  the  bottom  pf 
the  bladder :  that  the  remainder  of  it  had  continued  to  accumu- 
late, whilst  the  stone  was  retained  in  this  position,  until  the  at- 
tack of  the  last  fit,  when,  probably  it  was  thrown  from  the  sac 
it  had  fain  so  long  in,  by  some  strong  spasmodic  action  of  the 
iundus  of  the  bladder ;  froqi  whence,  probably,  may  be  explain* 
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eel  life  reason  why  the  sjrmptonis  of  stooc  ra  tkt  bladder  v«k 
yiUier  a«ftutine»  or  so  very  trifling,  during  the  number  of  ymn 
jjt  must  have  UKea  in  acciunulating. 


*nie  dotted  Hce  represents  a  portion  aceldoatKlly  brolien  off 
Length  of  ibe  broadest  part  or  the  neck,  net  iBeluding  the  br^«i 

portion,  \\  inch. 
Keck,  where  narrowest,  half  an  inch. 
Extreme  length,  S^V  inches. 
Extreme  breaddi,  l^inch. 
Thickness  of  body,  i  inch. 

liamottiu^  X^thJaimary,  1S19. 


An  Account  of  a  Case  ^  htthotomy ;  WiVA  Praciicai  Benurl^ 
By  James  Bablow,  SurgeoDi  Blackburn,  Laneiwhire. 

Is  an  art  of  such  extended  importance  as  surgery,  whic^  ii>< 
.    yolves  so  man;  of  the  patural  evils  to  which  mankind  areuo> 
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land  modes  of  tpeatJtieitt  varied,  the  recdrding  of  fwch  «veiits» 
'whether  as  tertmnartin^  fiive^paWy  or  faftaHy,  is  a  tne&ed  «f  ooi>- 
'veying  infet-iMtibn,  widi  is  jtudy  sanethmed  by  t^e  mosMioete* 
%rated  jwofessors^  the  Hit. 

Henoe  I  have  been  ■hidueed  to  ky  «fi  acconht  of  the  following 
-case  of  HAotomy  before  the  public,  mote  parricuhirly  as  its  hfc- 
toty  is  distinguished  by  sermeT!)eculiarityof  crrcamstances ;  and 
*n  doing -this,  I  have  afeo  aridled  *iyself  of  the  oppoi^tunity  cC 
interspersing^  few  pt*«ctkal  remarics  connected  with  ^^snlbject^ 
%hidi  have  sngg^ed  themselves  to  toy  mind  during  the  jmpo* 
gi^s  of  the  patient's  cute. 

About  five  years  ^go,  I  was  tonsulted  'by  Richard  floideii'df 
this  ttei^bdwhood,  a  'stout,  corpulent,  Tobust  man,  'then  «<* 
bottt'60  years  of  age,  on  account  of  great  pain  when  rpassitng 
kA%  wine,  accompaanied  with  veiy  Ireguent  provocations  to  pro^ 
pd  It.  Me  irtfdrmed  me,  that  fol*  some  years  past  4ie  had  oc- 
casionally disehargcd  -both  blood  and  mucus  from  the  urethra  ; 
tind  that  any  violeiYt  bodily  exercise  was  usurfly  tfce  forerunner 
of  the  former  indication  of  calccAous  afi^^tkm.  These,  t^e>- 
ther  with  dther  ordinary  symptoihs,  led  me  to  suspect  a  stono 
in  the  i^kdder ;  and  €  ^oposed  passing©  sound  into  that  vis- 
cus,  in  order  to  adjust  the  opinion  I  had  preconceived  son  ^Ae 
naiture  of  'the  case.  This  proposal  was,  however,  rgected,  from 
an  idea  entertained  by  the  patient  'of  ^e  pain  wfeidi  the  intre^ 
ductioncif  an  inurnment  into  the  bladder  must  i»navoidably  oc- 
casion. *  In  tills  ^tate  of  ineertitude,  my  patient  absented  him- 
iself^fipom  me,  tmfl  continued  with  frequent  intermissions  of  pain 
till  the  sixA  of  November  18 li,  a  fepse  of  five  years,  when  1 
was  request^  to  visit  him.  *On  my  arrival,  1  was  informed 
'thathe^badnot%een  able  to  evacuate  his  urine  for  «€ariy  two 
preceding  days  and  nights.  On  laying  my  hand  on  the  abdo^ 
nien,  the  patient  complained  of  a  considerable  degree  of  pain 
-in  4ike  region  ^f  the  <bkdder,  ^icih'was  camieetod  '¥dUi  tan- 
'sion,  ^awd  the  serolum  ^and  aittibient  parts  were  of  a  dark  4ivid 
Colour,  ^le  catheter  was  immediately  introduced,  and  my  for; 
^ner  ^nion^4llJy^coilfil^aled  by  the  instrfteaeut  ^sitriloiig  g^ittit 
a  «towe,  and  nyas  abo  »niyeified  by  the  isoitnd  -emitted  to  thenar 
"very  distinctly.    'Nearly  two  quarts  6i  dark-coloured  urine  wen^ 


1 1  t«    .1 11  ■  . 


,^  It  may  be  obsen'ed,  that  althoqgh  the  neck  of  the  bladder  bedje  pmrt  eMeflf 
uTected  in  a  fit  of  the<stoDc ;  nevertheless,  it  .not  un&^Quentlyhagp^ns,  tjmt;  uaqii 
the  sound;  beiag  passed  into  the  bladder,^  the  stone  is  farced  from  its  sixuaHig^  .^^ 
the  patient  expcriehces  relief  for  a  considerable  interYai,  and  till  the  stoiie^  from^pms 
^use,  becomes  pushed  into  its  former  situation. 


I 
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drawn  off,  which  afforcUid  temporary  reKef;  the  warm  bath  was 
recomxnendedy  a  laxative  glyster  was  administered,  and  an  ape- 
rient mixture  directed  to  be  taken  in  divided  doses,  which  pro- 
duced several  copious  evacuations  by  stool,  and  reduced  the 
tension,  and  considerably  relieved  the  soreness  of  the  abdominal 
region.  Nevertheless,  the  retention  of  urine  still  continued,  caus- 
ed, I  apprehend,  by  a  calculus  lodged  in  the  vicinity  of  the  nec^ 
of  the  bladder  ^  for  every  time  the  catheter  was  passed,  it  was 
resisted  by  the  presence  of  a  stone,  and  little  or  no  water  could 
be  extracted  without  first  pushing  the  point  of  the  instrument 
against  it,  and  raising  the  stone  from  its  situation,  and  keeping 
the  instrument  in  this  position  till  the  bladder  was  emptied.  By 
this  manoeuvre  the  impediment  was  surmounted,  and  the  urine 
evacuated  once  or  twice  every  twelve  hours  during  several  suc^ 
ceeding  days,  by  the  use  of  the  common  silver  catheter,  until  I 
prevailed  on  my  patient  to  be  removed  to  the  town  (Blackburn), 
where  I  had  an  opportunity  of  paying  more  particular  attention 
to  the  urgency  of  the  case.  On  his  arrival,  I  introduced  a  flexi^ 
ble  metallic  catheter  into  the  bladder,  fitted  with  a  small  cork  to 
pksg  up  the  end ;  the  fore-finger  being  passed  up  the  rectum, 
served  to  bend  tlie  apex  of  the  instrument  under  the  arch  of  the 
pubes,  where  it  was  permanently  fixed,  so  that  he  could  evacu^ 
ate  his  urine  ad  libitum* 

The  indispensableness  of  the  finger  in  the  rectum,  whilst  pas« 
sing  the  instrument,  afforded  me  an  opportunity  of  ascertaining 
the  morbid  indurated  state  of  the  prostate  glapd,  which  was 
greatly  enlarged,  and  in  a  very  rigid  condition.  * 

Notwithstanding  the  antiphlogistic  regimen  was  rigorously  ad- 
hered to,  there  remained  a  considerable  degree  of  soreness  on  tlie 
region  of  the  pubes,  attended  with  quick  pulse  and  fever,  insomuch 
that  I  did  not  then  propose  the  operation  of  lithotomy,  being 


•  The  symptoms  of  stone  in  the  bladder,  and  a  morbid  condition  of  the  prostate 
glapd  being  in  some  respects  similar,  it  is  highly  necessary  that  the  surgeon  should 
invariably  pass  tfte  finger  up  the  rtctum  prior  to  the  operation  ;  and  if  the  gland  be 
enlarged,  it  wilTbe  discovered  with  the  greatest  facility.  By  such  timely  investiga- 
tion, the  surgeon  will  be  governed  in  the  various  stages  of  the  operation,  and  there- 
by be  enabled  to  form  a  pretty  accurate  idea  of  the  determinate  extent  of  the  inci- 
sion of  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  and  necessary  extension  of  the  blade  of  the  bistouri, 
prior  to  itis  introduction  into  the  bladder. 

^The  presence  of  a  stone  in  the  bladder  may  generally,  by  attention,  be  distin- 
guished from  an  irritable  state  of  that  viscus ;  for  in  the  former  affection,  and  dur- 
ing the  discharge  of  urine,  tlie  pain  increases  till  the  last  drop  is  voided ;  whereas, 
in  die  latter  case,  relief  is  observed  in  a  reverse  ratio, — ^for  as  soon  as  the  water  be-' 
gins  to  Bow,  the  patient  is  somewhat  relieved;  and  when  the  whole  is  evacuated^ 
there  is  no  pain  left,  and  the  functions  of  the  bladder  are  usually  restored. 
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aware  of  theconse(^uetices  that  might  etiliie  from  the  attendant 
symptoms,  excited  by  consequent  irntation,  the  frequent  effects 
<rf  calculi,  and  a  long  distended  state  of  the  bladder :;  neverthe* 
less,  these  unfavourable  symptoms  p^rfidually  abated,  t(;gether 
with  the  tension  of  the  abdomen,  and  the  operation  became  ad- 
missible ;  *  and  after  being  determin.od  on,  and  the  preparatory 
regimen  ado|)ted,  I  pf^rformcd  it  on  the  seventeenth  instEtnt  (No- 
vember), in  the  presence  of  two  ag^isting  sur;i^eons  and  the  ne^ 
cossary  attendants.  Tfee  patient  being  placed  and  secured  in  a 
.horizontal  position  upon  a  study  table  of  commodious  hHght, 
and  supported  by  pillows,  wiJ)  the  breech  projecting  over  the 
edge  of  the  table,  the  first  stages  of  the  operation  were  conduct- 
ed in  the  usual  manner,  and  with  tolerable  facility.  On  the  mem- 
branous portion  of  tiie  urethra  bein^  laid  open  with  the  scalpel 
to  the  commencement  of  the  prostate  gland,  the  beak  of  the  bis- 
touri  ca^che  was  inserted  into  the  groove  of  the  staff';  the  handle 
of  the  staff  was  taken  hold  of  with  the  left  heiid,  and  raised  from 
the  right  gix>in  of  the  patient  to  nearly  a  right  angle  with  the 
body;  the  bistouri  was  then  carried  j?;ently  forwards  into  the  blad- 
der and  the  staff  taken  out ;  the  cutting  edge  of  the  bistouri  being 
turned  laterally  towards  the  left  ischia  of  the  patient,  and  raised 
from  its  sheath,  it  was  withdrawn  f  nearly  in  a  horizontal  direc- 
tion ;  and  in  executing  this  step  of  the  operation,  I  perceived  an 
unusual  resistance  :j:  and  grating  sensation,  as  if  cutting  through  a 
cartilaginous  substance.  The  fore-^nger  of  the  left  hand  was  now 
passed  as  high  as  possible  into  the  bladder,  through  the  opening 
made  by  the  bistouri,  and  with  difficulty  the  surface  of  a  stone 


*  Dfulj  obsenratton  evinces,  that  simple  irritatiba  excited  in  the  bladder,  bj  the 
presence  of  a  stone  in  that  viscus,  not  unfreqitently  subsides  on  th^  .primary  exciting 
cause  being  removed  by  its  extraction  vviiha:,it  inipeding  its  iunctions. 

It  does  not  appear  tl^at  a  low  degree,  even  of  frequent  irritation,  excited  by  a 
ston«  in  the  bladder,  is  altogether  unfavourable  to  tlie  success  of  the  operation  of 
lithotomy,  when  performed  during  an  interval  of  cessation  from  pain ;  but  if  ther^ 
^xist  any  nephritic  affection,  the  danger  is  tJieu  maniJcslly  increased,  and  tlie  ope- 
ration should  be  undertalcen  with  great  caution,  and  deferred,  if  possible,  till  such 
pail)  wholly  cedses,  and  the  consequent  irritatioia  of  tlie  system  subsides. 

j"  Tlie  bistouri  cache  possesses  an  important  advantage  over  the  gorget,  which 
DO  construction  of  tliat  instrument  can  possibly  surmount ;  for  the  surgeon  has  it 
in  his  power  to  adapt  the  blade  of  the  bistoiu*!  to  the  exigency  oi^  every  individual 
case,  prior  to  its  intioduction  into  the  bladder ;  and  sl>culd  the  stone  be  suspected 
to  be  of  unusual  magnitmie,  or  less  than  vhat  w'as  at  first  inmgirjcd,  the  screw  of 
the  handle  may  be  moved  whilst  the  apex  is  in  the  bladder,  and  the  cutting  part  re- 
gidated  accordingly. 

.  I  The  •enlargement  of  the  prostate  gland,  in  this  instance,  seems  most  probably 
to  have  been  occasion<.'d  by  the  irritation  which  the  long  r(;teation  of  the  struts  im 
the  bladder  had  excited  ou  tlic  functa^i.s  of  thul  or^a. 


vas  &k ;  far  owing  to  the  m«l'fl  state  of  oorpoleiicy,  |l2ie  grea^ 
est  part  of  tbe  hand  became  buried  in  the  wound.  The  forcept 
were  then  careAiily  iotroduoed  by  the  side  of  the  finger,  vdkich 
sctfuwd  as  a  guide  to  defect  the  atone.  The  finger  being  with* 
drawn,  Uie  stone  was  seiaed  by  the  blades ;  but  kom  the  great 
fsxpansion  of  the  handles,  I  was  led  to  believe  that  the  lOakuliia 
was  either  very  lai^ge^  ox  otherwise  taken  hold  of  in  hq  nn^ 
yourabJe  directicm.  To  ascertain  this  inddent,  I  endeavouced 
to  reach  the  stone  by  insinuating  the  finger  betwixt  tbe  extend* 
ed  Uades  of  tbe  forceps,  but  was  opposed  by  the  bulk  of  the 
poostale  ghuEKl ;  for  it  appeared  to  occupy  so  consideraUe  a 
apace,  tliat  its  extent  oould  not  be  wholly  traced  by  the  finger 
in  any  direction*  I  therefore  judged  it  expedient  to  let  go  the 
atone,  and  attempt  to  seise  it  in  a  less  diamet^;  and  after  ufiing' 
ev^y  possible  means  in  my  power,  I  was  obliged  to  abandon 
this  prefect  $  and  the  extent  and-  ri/^idity  of  the  prostate^  and 
its  unyidding  condition,  induced  me  to  ^ilarge  the  inci«on  § 
jbr  on  eveiy  atteaapt  to  cxti^act  the  stone,  ^  mdy  of  the 
was  farought  forwaiH^s  into  sight,  and  4q:^)eai^  to  conqiletdly' 
wedge  up  the  space  betwixt  the  two  rami  kchiu  Hius  aitw^ 
ed,  and  whilst  tbe  left  hand  was  employed  in  gently  jdrawii^ 
forwards  tbe  forceps  along  wkh  the  «tone,  the  right  was  engage* 
ed  in  dilating  the  wound  with  the  scalpel  in  a  line  with  thp 
fxlernf)!  incision,  where  the  re«islaace  cpposed  Aob  chief  d)sta« 
<^  I  in  this  ^manner  sufficient  i»oom  was  made,  and  the  trans- 
foissjon  of  the  stone  effsoted.  It  was  of  an  /oval  shape,  aad  ita 
loi^g  diameter  2^5,  and  its  short  1.75  inches.  A  fomale  sound 
was  immediately  passed  into  the  bladd^,  and  another  stone  de* 
tected  larger  than  the  first,  and  which  was  extracted  with  pro- 
poriiottAte  di^icul^'.  It  was  ako  oval,  but  wieaaured  2«6  inches 
one  w>ef,  and  1^.1  the  ether.  From  the  different  situations  iii 
1^'bjch  1  had  an  opportunity  of  recognizing  the  prostate  ^nd  of 
$his  patient,  both  by  the  finger  passed  up  the  reetum  and  ^^ rough 
ibe  wound  in  pcrinaso,  its  kteral  lobes  evidently  jM'ojected  con- 
siderably on  the  rectum,  and  it  appeared  the  shape  and  size  of 
the  gizzard  pf  a  goose.  *     i>everal  arteries  wrete  divided  in  tbe 


■^  Although  a  morbid  etilnrgement  of  tliis  ^land  may  induce  an  UR&«oui«jblft 
prognostic  of  the  success  attendant  on  lithotomy,  yet  it  is  not  an  inKupei^abk  ronf^fl 
for  its  being  altogether  abandoned ;  for  daily  obserration  shows,  that  this  og$MV 
when  indurated  and  enlarged,  will  frequently  endure  much  violence  with  com^mt^ 
tfve  impunity. 

The  symptoms  cJiaracteristic  of  stony  concretions  in  the  bladder,  and  an  l^daxn^ 
•ondition  of  the  prostate  gland,  are  sometimes  confounded  with  each  other.  H«K?|^ 
'wUi  ai  pear  the  necessity  of  diicrimiiwting,  botwixt  these  two  tlisease^ ;.  aad  an  K^ 
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oper^ltioB^  whidi  recp»ed  the  ligature  %  and  diere  was  a  GODd«. 
deraBfe  ooain^  of  blocdy  which  appeejred  to  come  from  the  din 
vided  edges  erf  the  prostate  gland*  A  canida  waa  introduced  lit* 
to  the  wound,  which  by  its  pressure  on  the  incised  portions  of 
the  ^aod,  prevented  the  blood  from  making  its  way  into  thU 
bladder,  and  soon  stopped  the  bleeding* 

A  plaster  of  Unt,  spread  with  cerate,  was  applied  to  the  woimdi 
the  patient  was  then  conveyed  to  bed,  and  his  knees  brought  to^ 
gether,  and  secured  by  means  of  a  tape  passed  round  his  thighs* 
A  draught,  composed  of  sixty  drop9  of  tinct^  opii,  was  admini** 
tered,  and  the  patient  left  to  take  repose.  On  calling  in  the 
ev^uig,  I  was  informed  that  the  mc^idbie  had  not  prodtsoed 
sleeps  ne  appeared  restless,  with  quick  pulse.  Timre  was  a^ 
tension  or  pain  about  the  region  of  the  bladder,  nor  any  im^ 
morrhage  from  the  wound,  and  the  urine  flowed  gtdtatim  throu^. 
the  canula  without  interruption.  ^ 

A  warm  bath  was  immediately  procured  in  the  roont,  inld. 
which  he  was  put  and  remained  twenty^five  minutes,  whidi  bS^ 
forded  some  temporary  relief,  but  without  producing  syncope  or 
di&iinishing  the  vibratory  force  of  arterial  action*  On  being  ro^ 
moved  to  bed,  the  opiate  draught  was  r^eated,  but  did  not  ia« 
duce  the  least  inclination  to  aleep  the  wbdie  oif  the  night*  Iii 
the  mcMming  the  canula  was  r^noim,  and  the  woiind  dressed  $$: 
before*  A  saline  mixture,  with  antimonial  wine,  was  directed  t^ 
be  taken*  An  aperient  ^lyster  was  adaunistared  for  several  sufi-^ 
needing  days,  and  occasional  purgatives  eKhtbited,  to  stimUlaM 
the  torpid  disposition  of  the  intestmes,  all  which  (Mroduced  theirs 
desired  ef^ts*  The  warm  bath  was  repeated  twice  every  twen« 
^-four  hourit  for  ten  days  successively,  and  the  antipfalogistia 
plan  was  strictly  enjoined  till  the  symptoms  of  fever  and  irrtta^ 
tkm  subsided. 

On  the  twentieth  imtmU  three  days  aft^r  the  cipetation,  A 
degree  pf  soreness  and  tension  manifested  itsdf  in  the  lower  part 
of  the  abdomen,  which  extended  alon^  the  urethra,  and  which 
assumed  the  appearance  of  peritonei  mflammatioH.    But,  on  a- 


■**i^- 


ttative  dbttrver  may  genertiXtf  form  a  tdertbly  aoeurate  criteHon,  hy  atteadlni^  ttf 
lae  nature  of  the  dis(£argc  ttom  thd  urethra ;  for  in  a  disease  of  the  prostate  gUind 
akme,  tiM  dtocbarfffe  h  generally  a  miiture  of  viadd  mucus  and  urine ;  and  when 
c»iMi«oted  with  caMuli  in  the  Madder,  it  becomes  frequently  incorporated  with  aabu- 
l«Mi  matter. 

Jk  tkitkemng  of  the^  coats  of  die  bladder,  e^en  if  it  could  be  ascertained  prior  to 
tkc  •peration,  yet  •ugbt  by  no  means  to  prerent  its  being  performed,  unless  con<< 
Dtetsd  wi^  some  other  diseaM;  fvc  t  have  ^Itnef^ad  mluiy  ca$es  pf  this  <|?*^|ptioi)| 
ijiriahtiwakiated  Ikt^uraUy. 
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minttte  inmestigstion  I  wss  conrincedt  that  the  tension  of  the 
abdomen  was  caused  by  the  parts  of  the  wound  connected  witb 
the  operatioDibeing  distended  with  inflammationi  which  wholly 
prerented  the  action  of  the  bladder  and  Yoluntary  power  of  the 
abdominal  muscles  from  propelling  the  urine*  throagh  theaper* 
ture.  Without  hesitation,  I  passed  a  female  catheter  up  the 
wound  in  perin«o  into  the  cavity  of  the  bladder,  and  evacuated 
more  than  a  quart  of  limpid  urine  of  healthy  appearance.  Tbi» 
unusual  modeof  assisting  nature  in  relieving  herself,  was  found 
necessary  to  be  repeated  every  eight  or  ten  hours  for  several  suc- 
ceeding days,  until  the  tension  and  inflammation  of  the  part» 
donnected  with  the  wound  had  subsided  >  after  which  the  urine 
]«tumed  through  the  artificial  afierture  witb  comparative  free- 
dom. About  three  weeks  from  the  time  of  the  operation,  a  little 
urine  made  its  way,  at  intervals,  by  the  channel  of  the  urethra, 
and  the  man  seemed  gradually  recovering  $  when  on  a  sudden 
a  new  train  of  symptoms  came  on,  accompanied  with  inflamma- 
tion and  swelling  of  the  right  testicle,  attended  with  violent  ob-^' 
tnse  pain,  which  produced  a  slight  degree  of  fever  and  constitu- 
tional irritation  of  the  systetn.  Ten  leeches  were  applied  to  the 
inflamed  scrotum,  and  cloths  moistened  in  a  solution  of  ammo- 
nia muriata  in  vinegar  and  water  were  kept  constantly  applied 
to  the  affected  part;  a  brisk  purgative  draught  was  administered, 
and  a  scanty  regimen  enjoined:  yet  every  precaution  used  to  dis- 
perse the  swelling  and  inflammation  proved  unavailing,  and  sup« 
puration  was  announced  by  fi-equent  rigors,  and  the  structure 
df  the  testicle  becoming  less  tense.  A  poultice  was  then  applied^ 
and  renewed  three  times  a-day,  till  a  fluctuation  of  matter  be- 
came perceptible,  which  was  let  out  through  an  opening  made 
with  a  lancet ;  the  part  soon  healed,  and  the  tension  of  the  tes- 
ticle gradually  subsided ;  soon  after  which  the  kft  testicle  be- 


^  i  tirti  iit^c^^  16  belieVe,  th^t  isditnridr  vesicalh,  subsequent  to  the  operatien  of 
lithotomy,  is  a  very  rare  occurrtnte ;  and,  so  far  as  my  inquiry  ^^ttends,  is  scarcely 
noticed  by  any  authors  who  have  written  on  tlie  after-treatment  of.  patients  labour^ 
ing  under  this  disease,  it  being  a  circumstance  which  may  be  occasionally  mis- 
taken for  peritonitis,  seeing  the  symptoms,  on  a  superficial  inspection,  bear  some 
analogy  to  each  other.  Hence  will  appear  the  necessity,  in  every  instance  of  ab- 
dominal affection,  fur  the  surgeon  minutely  to.  invenigate  the  state  ef  the  bladder^ 
and  witneM  the  discharge  of  urine  from  the  wound  or  by  the  urethra.  By  strict 
attention  to  this  particular,  the  morbid  retentlon^of  urine  may  be  distinguished  fronr 
abdominal  inflammation ;  and  by  the  iniroduetion  of  ft  female  catheter  through  the 
wound  into  the  bladder,  the  water  may  be  discharged  as  ofVen  as  required,  and 
tm  tlie  inflammation  subudes,  by  which  means  the  patient  wiU  be  rerieved ;  and 
by  neglect  of  tlib  mode  of  manual  assistaiKe,  inflammation  of  the  bladder  and 
abdominal  viscera  would  inevitably  follow ;  for  tlicre  is  much  reason  for  believ- 
ing, tlkl^  serious  aii^takes  have  sometimes  ensuod  from  this  spe<^es  of  icteBti<»  c^ 
urine. 
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came  enlarged  and  painilil»  imd  assumed  one  smooth  solid  snb^ 
stance*'  L^hes  and  other  topicid  applications  were  assiduous* 
ly  applied,  as  in  the  fanner  affecdon,  and  a  mixture,  apparently 
of  pus  and  urine,  was  regurgitated  *  by  the  urethra,  which  con* 
tinned  for  the  course  of  eight  or  ten  d^ys^  and  then  the  inflam* 
diation  and  swelling  gradually  disappeared.  From  this  perioa 
the  wound  in  penneo  assumed  a  granulating  and  healthy  appear- 
ance, and  the  urine  was  voided  Yoluntarily  through  the  urethru 
in  increased  quantity ;  and  in  the  space  ox  tea  weeks,  from  the 
time  of  the  operation,  the  wound  was  completely  healed,  and  the 
man  returned  home  in  a  state  of  apparent  good  healthy  being 
able  to  I'etain  his  uirine  in  considerable  ouantity»  and  pfopd  it  at 
pfeasure.  On  a  minute  examination  or  the  state  ^f  tne  prostate 
^and  at  this  period,  by  the  finger  In  ano,  its  size  appeared-  very 
^uch  diminisned  from  what  it  was  prior  to  the  operation  f  • 

I  have  lately  had  an  opportunity  of  conversing  with  my  pa« 
tient ;  and  he  informs  me,  that  dome  weeks  past  he  parted  with 
two  sm^  pieees  of  rough  calculi  by  the  urethra,  and  there  is  a 
deposit  of  sabulous  matter  in  his  urine ;  from  wbjeh  it  appears 
probable  that  the  disposition  to  the  formation  of  stone  still  ^usts; 


J 
\ 


*  X  concave  it  is  not  easy  to  ezplain  the  real  cause  of  this  maJady  oi^the  testides, 
nor  do  I  find  such  an  Occurrence  mentioned  b^  writers  on  lithotomy^  hoWeTqr,  I 
will  hazard  a  conjectiure,  that  in  all  probability  some  irregular  particles  of  calculi, 
aepanted  fimn  the  urine,  might  become  entangled  behind  the  rem  montanum^  and 
obliterate  the  orifices  of  the  seminal  ducts,  and  in  this  W|iy  produce  irritation  of  the 
Contiguous  parts;  or,  by  sympathy,  the  vas  deferens  tnight  participate  therewith,  and 
llie  inflammation  be  communicated  to  the  testis ;  for  it  appeaVs  likely  that  the  matter 
1m  regurgitated  through  this  duct  from  the  testicle  to  the  urethra. 

f  I  an  inclined  to  believe,  that  if  the  gorget  had  been  used  in  t^  case,  it  would 
Bot  have  divided  •  more  than  half  of  the  left  portion  of  the  prostate  gland,  conse-» 
gently  the  incision  must  have  been  quite  inadequate  for  the  extraction  of  the  stone, 
cad  probably  too  small  to  admit  the  blades  of  the  forceps  without  much  violence ;- 
and  owing  to  the  indurated  structure  of  the  gland  opposmg  such  a  degree  of  resist-* 
ance  to  its  introducdon.into  the  bladder,  it  is  more  than  probable  that,  during  the 
ifttempt  to  accomplish  this  steji>  of  the  operation,  the  prostate  gland  must  have  been 
dfeverei  from  its  connexion  with  the  membranous  pottion  of  the  urethni,  and  thef 
fKKterior  pairt  of  the  bladder  become  traxisfixed' '.  y    " 


» 


$n       Dr  iSmitum^  (kmf  ^tv^  J^o^r-        hSg 


IV. 

Case  qf  Xfujfsied  Tumow  of  the  Brqln.    By  Dr  ^hiL%kisroz% 

)juaEg  BycHANAy^  of  Glasgow* 

Yt  18  a  remark  worthy  of  serious  consideration^  that  noAitig  i^ 
-■-  more  pernicious  in  the  theory  of  meclicine|  than  to  foym  ger 
neral  conclusions  from  the  obseryation  of  a  few  insulated  facts. 
Indeed,  nothing  has  tended  more  to  retard  the  tru^  advanceinent 
of  the  science!  or  has  been  more  destructive  in  the  practice  of 
physic,  than  to  start  new  doctrine  upon  jsuch  gropiids»  and 
urge  the  general  empfoyment  of  remediesi  when  the  otilnions^ 
upon  whidi  their  use  is  founded,  are  supported  by  only  a  fbv 
CAses,  perhaps  ill  authenticated,  and  at  any  rate  uncertain,  ^om 
tjhe  veiy  circumstance  of  their  being  few  in  number. 

The  approaches  to  generalization  on  the  diseases  of  thebrafti^ 
fiave,  from  the  complexity  of  iu  structure^  and  o\ir  ignorance  of 
die  uses  of  its  various  parts,  be^n  necessanhr  retarded!  Nor  caiir 
we  with  propriety  expect^  while  our  knowfed^  is  thus  confined 
and  imperfect,  to  speak  with  certainty  on  the  proximate  eaus^ 
0f  tJie  affection  of  any  particular  part  of  thi^  organ*  or  d^^w  QPQ» 
elusions  at  all  satisfactory  regardiD|  its  effectB.  Wevc  we  alwaya 
to  find  a  particular  symptom  the  mritriable  attendant  o|i  a  p^ 
Ocular  m<mfication  of  mormd  nctfon*  and  tM^  consecp^en^  t^ 
Iiiqppen  as  reffularly  as  the  effect  of  any  other  constant  aaKeitin|t 
cause,  and  did  no  instances  prove  the  ftffibility  of  such  expecta> 
lions,  thenm%;ht  we  deduce  Beneral  condurions,  in  idlprobi^iS- 
ty  incontroverabie.  Such,  however,  unfortunate^,  j^  not  U^t 
case.  Yet,  notwithstanding  this*  spm?,  with  all  the  pomn  of 
ayOogistic  decision^  have  brought  forward  the  few  fectji  bat  thmr 
possession,  and,  upon  such  scanty  basis,  hav^  led  for^  diidno- 
t|ons,  in  theU*  estimation  altogether  cmiclusive,  and,^  without' 
admitting  the  possibility  of  the  eecurrtnee  of  any  new  modifiea^ 
.tions,  have  closed  in  the  generalization  of  the  okl. 

I  was  led  to  these  remarks,  by  the  review  of  some  positions 
established  by  particular  authors,  regarding  the  diseased  affectiont 
of  the  structure  of  the  brain,  with  wUdi,  after  collating  the  fiJ- 
lowing,  and  a  few  other  cases  given  to  the  world,  by ^  medical 
gentlemen  of  respectability,  the  latter  could  not,  even  after  a 
reasonable  degree  of  flexion  and  extension,  be  brought  to  agree. 
I  do  'not  mean,  at  present,  to  enter  upon  a  refutation  of  tnese 
doctrinesy  but  may  perhaps  trouble  you  afterwards  with  some  ob^ 


mt^hB^Sotii  upon  theni^  Neither  ii  A«  folldtHfift  oAde  oi^r^ 
with  the  fiew  of  deduoiiig  frdtn  it  Atiy  remarks  of  prdcti<5ai  in>- 
|kntttic&  It  appenred  to  vm  ^^rtliy  <)f  beitig  recorded^  fi'dm 
the  singulltrity  of  the  p^efiotuma  foufid  upoti  disdectiotii  and  the 
ihsAe  0€«iiiefxilni  disooteraUe  between  tb«m  add  tbe  pf^iods 
fymptotilfi* 

At^rsa  Miid^LiiAii,  ikged  fi^  jrears^  had  for  a  «dlisiderabte  time 
fc^en  affec^;ed  with  hooping-coagh,  the  feyitiptom^  of  which  had^ 
homefi^t^  be^i  uncommonly  tniid.    On  the  Sd  of  Noremb^ 
mhj&x  I  first  saw  heT^  she  had  been  iii  fiM*about  three  weeks ;  and 
JNsoordin^  to  the  account  given  me^  it  did  not  appear  as  if  abotH: 
to  leaire  her,  although  the  fits  of  coughing  were  6hort  and  ^astt 
and  she  was  in  evenf  other  respect  in  goodneftlth*    As  no  emetid 
iiad  been  tried,  I  oraered  an  antitnonim  one^  and  abo  r^comniend- 
fid  a  change  of  air  for  the  chiM,  and  it  was  ddterniined  acconl^ 
ingiy  to  have  her  carried  into  the  country.  Upon  calling  a  few  dayg 
Amr,  I  was  informed^  that  th^  had  not  thought  it  necessary  t6 
fcave  her  remov#d|  as  the  paroxysms  bad  become  daily  feweti 
and  more  easy,  but  that  she  had  been  otherwise  Very  ill  since  my 
]ast  visit*     She  spent  her  nights  restlesdy,  did  not  take  her  meal 
as  usuid,  and  her  stools  were  slimy  and  dark-coloured.     Het 
m^tfa^  ^dso  assured  me,  that  die  had  been  mudi  changed  withiDi 
these  few  days,  in  dmost  every  respect*-**h^  toys  afforded  her  n6 
lonusemeilt — at  one  time  she  would  become  unusually  lively,  And 
at  another,  insensible  and  torpid-^-atid  that  when  ft^ee  from  either 
of  these,  she  was  peevish,  fretful,  and  discontented.     Such  in^ 
tongruous  symptoms  induced  me  to  be  more  particular  in  my 
cMmiination;  and  upon  afier  inquiry  I  learned,  that  £itall  dmea 
lAnoe  the  accession  ot  the  hooping^cou^,  she  appeared  much  dis^ 
posed  to  sleep,  but  could  enjoy  none,  latterly,  from  her  incessant 
tossing  and  resdesim^s.    Itiis  train  of  symptoms  had  become 
more  urge^  for  two  days  past ;  tbe  puise  Was  sihall,  quick,  and 
frequent,  beating  435  in  the  minute;  and  Fahrenheit's  thermos 
met^,  upon  placing  the  bulb  in  the  axilla,  stood  at  102"*.     Her 
tongue  was  white  and  furred,  and  her  thirst  considerable.     An 
Jittendant  told  me,  that  when  more  sensible  in  the  night,  she  had 
complained  of  pain  in  the  head.     She  was  much  reduced  in 
flesh ;  her  face  was  sufiiised  with  an  unhealthy  flush  |  there  was 
mudi  throbbing  of*  the  temporal  artery,  and  the  eyes  were  tender^ 
These  symptoms  led  me  to  think,  tnat  the  child  was  labouring 
under  an  attack  of  the  common  infantile  fever,  and  that  all  thd 
appearances  mentioned  originated  from,  or  were  at  least  inti«^ 
j^tdy  dependent  upon  the  state  of  the  alimentary  canal.  Catbaxw 
tics  being  therefore  indicated}  I  ordered  a  brisk  o^e^  which  wat 
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immediately  given.  By  next  morning,  the  medicine  had  eflEset- 
ed  a  very  complete  evacuation  of  the  bowels,  the  greatest  part  of 
which  was  very  fetid,  and  of  a  mucous  appearance  and  ccmaisl- 
ence.  3he  had  vomited  a  quantity  of  light  greenish  fluid ;  the  puke 
3vas  reduced  to  100,  without  intermission ;  the  heat  was  more  mo- 
derate ;  and  I  bej;an  to  form  a  favourable  prognosis.  My  hopes 
were  however  delusive ;  for  upon  the  succeeding  morning  a  great 
phange  for  the  worse  had  taken  place ;  the  pulse  still  continued 
less  Sequent,  and  the  febrile  heat  appeared  recessant ;  but  the 
pulsations  were  tremulous  and  irregular,  and  the  extremities  were 
cold  and  livid.  The  mouth  soon  became  loaded  with  aphthae, 
the  respiration  was  stertorous,  and  she  appeared  to  be  comatose. 
These  symptoms  continued  with  exacerbation  till  the  morning  of 
^e  14th,  on  which  day,  at  eleven  o'clock  A.  M.  she  died. 

From  several  circumstances  attending  the  above  case,  I  was  iur 
duced  to  request  permission  to  examme  the  body,  which  was 
granted.  I  accordingly,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  day  on  whidi 
^e  died,  laid  open  the  cavities  of  the  thorax  and  abdomen,  and 
examined  the  viscera  of  each,  with  the  greatest  care,  but  coukl 
discover  in  neither»  in  so  far  as  I  could  judge,  the  smallest  ap? 
pearance  of  morbid  alteration.  In  the  stomach,  I  found  a  quan- 
tity of  light  greenish  fluid,  similar  to  that  which  had  been  vo- 
Xnited ;  the  intestinal  canal  was  almost  completely  empty ;  but 
jio  diseased  change  of  structure  was  perceptible. 

Ck>nvinced  that  what  I  had  seen  was  insufficient  to  account 
for  all  the  appearances  which  had  manifested  themselves  during 
the  progress  of  the  disease,  and  although,  from  a  consideration  of 
the  pathognomonic  symptoms  of  hydrocephalus,  I  did  not  expect 
to  meet  with  any  considerable  accumulation  of  fluid  in  the  cavities 
of  the  brain — =an  increased  action  of  the  arterial  system,  having 
)3een  one  of  the  chief  characteristics  of  the  disease,  the  pupils  atp 
so  having  remained  all  along  sensible  to  the  light,  and  not  the 
slightest  inclination  to  convulsive  motions  having  been  discover- 
ed in  any  part  of  the  bo(Jy — still,  however,  as  there  had  been 
stertor  in  breathing,  and  latterly  disposition  to  coma,  and  as  she 
had  complained  of  pain  in  the  head,  I  thought  it  advisable  to 
examine  the  state  of  the  brain  ;  and  the  following  is  an  account 
of  its  dissection. 

On  removing  the  skull-cap,  the  external  surface  of  the  dura 
jnater  appeared  to  be  in  a  healthy  condition :  it  was  therefore 
(being  divided  on  a  level  with  the  section  of  the  skull  all  around, 
Except  at  its  posterior  part)  thrown,  along  with  the  falx,  in  the 
Vsual  way,  backwards  over  the  occiput.  The  other  membranes 
being  now  exposed,  several  circular  spots  of  a  white  milky  colour^ 
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and  varying  from  about  the  size  of  a  mustard-seed  to  that  of  a 
seven-shiBing  piece,  were  discovered  scattered  irregularly  in  se- 
veral places  over  the  surface  of  the  brain.     They  lay  chiefly  in  the 
furrows  between  the  convolutions  of  the  middle  <^Ad  the  poste- 
rior lobes,  although  some  smaller  ones  were  found  over  the  conf- 
vexities  cf  the  convolutions,  and  a  few  of  a  middle  size  and 
bluish  white  colour  on  the  anterior  lobe  of  the  right  side.     On  the 
«ame  side,  and  in  the  direction  of  the  corda  silvii,  lay  six  of  the 
largest  kind,  of  a  daricer  hue  than  the  others.     Upon  raising  t\ifi 
tunica  arachnoides,  which  was  done  with  difficulty,  I  clearly  as- 
certaiued  that  these  vesicles  were  situated  between  that  mera^ 
brane  and  the  pia  mater ;  and  what  appeared  remarkable  was, 
lliat  they  seemed  to  have  httle  connexion  with  either,  for  I  could 
easily  raise  them  entire  upon  the  end  of  the  knife.     They  appeai"- 
ed  to  be  surrounded  with  a  thin  membranous  covering;  and  when 
pressed  between  the  finger  and  thumb,  a  quantity  of  fluid  like 
•cream,  but  of  a  darker  colour,  and  more  viscid  consistence,  inters 
mixed  with  streaks  of  blood,  was  effused.     Having  ascertained 
every  thing  concerning  these  bodies  that  I  thought  worthy  of 
notice,  I  now  proceeded,  in  the  usual  manner,  to  dissect  away  the 
substance  of  the  right  hemisphere,  on  a  level  with  the  section  of 
the  cranium,  in  order  to  expose  the  centrum  ovale  minus.     The 
brain  cnt  very  well  for  about  one  third  of  the  length  of  the  he- 
misphcre^  but  when  I  had  reached  to  about  the  beginning  of  the 
middle  lobe,  an  effusion  of  dark  bioody  fluid  made  its  appear- 
ance.   Carrying  the  division  backwards,  I  brought  into  view  a 
horizontal  section  of  a  circumscribed  dark  purple-coloured  cir- 
cular body,  of  a  homogeneous  appearance,  which,  upon  being 
washed,  appeared  well  defined  at  its  margin,  env^eloped  in  an  in- 
fiecUon  of  the  pia  mater,  and  encircled  by  a  thin  layer  of  cineri^ 
tious  matter.     It  was,  therefore,  though  apparently  in  the  very 
centre  of  the  medullary  part,  in  fact  exterior  to  the  pia  mater 
and  cortical  portion  pf  the  brain.     Upon  more  particular  exa- 
mination, I  observed  that  this  collection  of  morbid  mattei:  extend- 
ed inwards,  from  the  situation  of  the  corda  silvii,  where  I  had 
observed  the  largest  and  darkestr-coloured  of  the  small  bodies  up- 
on the  surface,  and  that  it  was  fairly  encysted  ;  the  sac  being  com- 
posed, as  I  have  said  before,  of  a  prolonged  duplicature  of  the 
pia  mater;  also,  that  that  part  of  this  membrane  which  sur- 
rounded it  was  opaque,  thicker  than  natural,  and  painted  in  all 
directions  with  red  vessels.     This  body  in  appearance  was  very 
similar  to  the  spleen,  tilthough  its  substance  was  less  compact, 
and  its  texture  more  delicate.     Having  examined  the  tumour  in 
all  directions,  and  ascertained  every  thing  I  could  possibly  dis- 
cover, I  proceeded,  with  considerable  ^cpeetattoa^  to  open  the  la*- 


^Uni  vtetriditi  ^hu^i  notwitbetaadinff  the  previous  diwectfamy 
'ttill  remained  entire.  They  conUinea  each  a  sfmall  quantity  of 
aqueout  flaid*  The  fornix  was  now  divided  at  its  anterior  arun^ 
jmd  the  veluiD  interpoaitnin»  which  exhibited  a  most  beautiful  ap- 
pearance^ exposed  to  view.  The  whole  of  it,  but  particuiany 
the  plexus  choroides^  was  distended  with  vessels  almost  to  borstr 
itM^t  and. what  are  usuaUy  imagined  to  be  hydatids,  were  cluster^ 
ea  in  greal  numbers  round  the  latter  part.  I  continued  to  dissect 
downwards,  but  could  discover  nothing  further  unnatural,  ex- 
cept that  the  peduncles  of  the  pi|i#iJ  gland  were  unusually  }arfjp 
^d  prominent 

The  above  case  would  seem  to  point  out  the  fallacy  of  a  priori 
reasonii^illlpedicine;  for,  if  we  except  the  stertor  in  breathing 
and  inclmation  to  coma,  every  appearance  was  nothing  more 
•than  the  usual  symptoms  of  idiopathic  fever.  The  increased  ac- 
•tivity  of  the  circulation,  and  particularly  the  state  of  the  bowels, 
were  conclusive  proofs  of  this,  and  indicated  the  use  of  purga- 
tives. Such  bein^  the  case,  the  extensive  disorjjanizatiou  wr 
t^vered  in  the  brain,  deserves  our  particular  attention  |  and,  witli 
respect  to  it^  it  would  occur  to  one  at  first  sight,  that  one  of  two 
circumstances  must  have  taken  place :  either  that  part  of  the 
brain  which  formeriy  occupied  its  place,  must  have  been  gradu- 
ally absorbed  and  carried  out  of  the  cranium  into  the  system,  i|i 
proportion  as  it  increased  in  sia^,—- or  the  brain  must  have  endur^ 
led  such  com{Mre8sion  as  this  unnatural  tumour  must  unavoidably 
h&ve  occasioned,  mid  supported  its  own  structure  entire,  and  tM 
performance  of  its  various  functions  little  impaired,  during  sucli 
^existing  circumstances.  The  latter  of  these  is  at  variance  witli 
4t>vr  observation  of  what  hi^pens  in  other  similar  circumstances  f 
for  insenubility  and  death  are  the  usual  consequences  of  com- 
piression^  The  fcH'mer  corresponds  with  what  we  see  daily  oc- 
cur in  other  parts  of  the  system,  and  is  the  only  satisfactory  way 
0f  accounting  for  the  growth  of  such  a  body,  in  such  a  place,  un- 
less we  suppose  that  this  morbid  matt^  existed  from  tlie  cliild's 
lurth,  and  had  been  coeval  with  the  formation  of  the  other  parts 
4jif  the  brain,  which  is  highly  improbable.  Indeed,  I  am  inclin- 
fd  to  believe,  that  this  tumour  had  been  at  first  similar  to  those 
found  on  the  surface  of  the  brain,  and  had  increased  more  rapid- 
ly thaai  they,  frpin  its  situation  having  offered  less  resistance  toali 
was  pre9ented  to  them.  But,  that  such  a  collection  could  hate 
formed,  not  <mly  without  destroying  the  person,  but  even  with'* 
(put  disturbing  the  functions  of  the  brain,  is  very  remarkable,  and 
IS  another  proof,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  substance  of  this 
15  by  BO  meaofi*  esseatitd  to  lite,  but  is  merely  subservieDti 


in  some  .manner  «r  o^r,  to  the  more  important  parts.  Tli# 
ivhite  bodies  found  between  the  tunica  aracfanoidea  and  pia  ma^ 
ter,  are  not  new  in  their  occurrence ;  they  have  frequently  beett 
found  in  dissections  of  fundus  hsematodes  of  the  eye ;  and  thif 
circumstancet  together  wiui  the  appearance  of  the  body  fonn^ 
in  the  right  hemisphere,  induce  me  to  think  that  this  child  lai^ 
boured  under  a  modification  of  that  formidable  disease.  If  so^ 
it  would  appear  that  no  part  of  the  body  is  exempt  from  its  at* 
tacks,  since  it  has  been  found  in  almost  every  individual  viscufi 
and  as  this  case  would  seem  to  show  that  the  delicate  brain  itself 
is  liable  to  be  affected  with  it. 


i 

Accmmt  rf  Ufumml  Cov^^mustions  of  stme  Mutdes  and  VmOh 
By  Alexander  RaMsat,  M.  Dv  Lecturer  on  Anatomy^ 
Edinburgh.    (With  an  JEngraving.J 

.  A  s  most  of  the  important  circumstances  connected  with  mrgk* 
'^^  cal  operation,  seem  capable  of  demonstration,  iti^pears  sur* 
prising,  that  so  many  topics  ranking  under  that  useful  art  should 
for  any  time  continue  desiderata.  Sixteen  years  aoo,  when  I 
began  lecturing  on  anatomy  in  Edinburgh,  I  showed  mv  pupils^ 
that  the  same  anastomosis  which  insured  success  in  popliteal  aor 
eurism,  promised  hopes  in  critical  cases,,  in  the  femoral  region^ 
or  even  within  Poupart's  ligament.  This'has  lately  been  execute 
ed  by  British  surgeons,  with  complete  conviction  of  its  efficaqr 
imd  safety. 

.  Permit  me,  through  the  medium  of  your  useful  work,  to  no* 
tice,  that  the  rule  I  have  invariably  adhered  to,  <^  having  the  ar« 
teries  of  every  subject  iojjected,  which  have  come  into  my  rooms 
in  Edinburgh,  or  the  colleges  abroad,  to  which  I  was  invited  as 
teacher  of  anatomy,  has  not  only  familiarized  my  pupils  to  Uia 
usual  distributions  of  vessels,  but  likewise  to  those  varieties  which 
are  supposed  rare,  and  to  others  which  are  tiruly  unfrequent, 
though  important  to  be  known  and  recollected.  Even  varieties 
in  muscles  seem  sometimes  connected  with  oMisequences  not 
known.  I  shall  m^ition  a  few  circumstances  connected  with 
ihese  subjects. 
.In  the^ear  1195,  I  discovered  a  transversf  musde  of  the  axilf 


• 
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la,  wlitcli  may  account  for  the  liability  of  some  subjects  to  swel- 
fing  of  the  axillary  glands  on  occasions  of  violent  exertion.  This 
body  is  composed  of  an  oblong  muscle,  stretched  from  the  pecto- 
ral muscle  to  the  latismus  dorsi  and  teres  major,  which,  in  ifs 
▼iolent  contractions,  must  prove  inconvenient  to  the  axillary  ar- 
teries, veins  and  nerves  which  lie  within  this  muscle.  It  was  not 
known  in  Edinburgh  or  London,  when  I  demonstrated  it,  and 
19  now  detected  in  one  of  thirty  subjects,  when  dissectors  are  at- 
t«>tive. 

That  the  ulnar  artery  is  often  placed  superficially  (and  not 
deep-seated  in  all  cases,  as  books  in  general  mention),  is  weH 
known  to  anatomists,  but  not  universally  to  practitioners,  who 
might  be  surprised,  in  some  cases,  at  the  profuse  haemorrhage 
which  takes  place,  when  a  wound  has  exceeded  the  corpus  adi- 
posum  and  fascia. 

The  distribution  of  the  vessel,  b,  Fig.  1st,  seems  not  frequent, 
and  accounts  for  fatal  haemorrhage  in  the  operation  for  paracen- 
tesis. It  is  surprising  that  practitioners  seem  never  to  have  ex- 
amined such  cases  ai^er  death,  and  that  surgeons  have  rather 
adopted  the  hew  method  of  operation,  from  experience  of  the  oc- 
casional danger  connected  with  this  operation,  than  a  conviction 
and  knowledge  of  the  vessel  injured  in  such  cases.  Fig.  Ist,  a, 
is  the  external  iliac  artery.  Here  the  circumflex,  cc,  is  not  sent 
off  as  a  principal  trunk,  but  is  a  branch  of  b,  a  large  ascending  ar- 
tery, exceeding  the  diameter  of  a  crow-quill,  which  passes  in 
the  course  of  the  trocar.  In  this  subject,  this  distribution  was 
found  on  the  right  side  only ;  but  it  occtirs  occasionally  on  both 
sides;  The  symptoms  of  gradual  sinking  after  the  operation, 
which  has  been  known  to  continue  for  3  days,  and  terminate  in 
death,  ought  to  warn  practitioners  of  the  possibility  of  the  pre- 
sence and  section  of  this  artery,  which  is  easily  taken  up,  as  it 
lies  (so  far  as  my  observation  goes)  between  the  external  and 
internal  oblique  muscles  of  the  abdomen.  This  vessel  seems  to 
occur  once  in  200  cases,  were  I  to  conclude  from  those  I  have 
met  with  j  though  this  artery,  upon  a  small  scale,  may  be  detect- 
ed often,  and  serims  the  cause  of  the  bloody  tinge  which  occa- 
sionally appears  in  even  successful  operation,  d.  Is  the  epigastric 
artery  which  sent  off,  e,  the  obturator  artery,  a  circumstance 
much  more  frequent  than  I  find  is  credited ;  and  so  far  as  this 
has  ittfluence  in  operations,  practitioners  ought  to  be  aware  of 
this  frequency,  f.  Is  the  superior  anterior  spmous  process  of  the 
OS  ilium  5  g,  Poupart's  ligament. 

Fig,  2d,  exhibits  an  artery,  e,  as  large  as  a  crow-quill,  which 
traverses  the  middle  of  the  trachea  to  be  diffused  on  the  right 
}obe  of  t}ie  thyroid  glandc  this  vessdl  springs  from  the  comufton 
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trunk  of  the  right  carotid  and  subclavian  arteries ;  a,  is  the  left 
carotid  artery ;  b,  the  common  trunk  of  the  right  subclavian,  c, 
and  oarotid,  d ;  e,  the  trachea  and  vessel  mentioned,  which  is  in- 
terposed where  the  trocar  passes  in  the  operation  for  tracheotomy* 
Fig.  Sd,  exhibits  the  anterior  tibial  ?iTtery,  c,  sent  oiF  higher 
than  usual  from  the  popliteal  artery,  and  is  subjected  to  the  con- 
tinual pressure  of  the  popliteal  muscle,  a;  between  which,  and  the 
tibia,  d,  this  unusual  distribution  passes  to  its  destination.  Is 
aneurismal  affection  excited  by  such  circumstances  ? 
Infirmary  Streets  Edinburghy') 

April  15tk,  1812.  5  * 
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On  Painful  Subcutaneous  Tuhaxle*     By  William  Wood,  Esq. 
Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  Edinburgh, 

n^HE  dise^e  which  forms  the  subject  of  the  present  commu- 
-*•  nication  has  not,  so  far  as  I  know,  been  mentioned  in  the 
writings  of  any  systematical  or  practical  author,  although  it  is 
not  a  very  unfrequent  occurrence,  if  I  may  judge  from  the  num- 
ber of  cases  which  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  within 
the  last  twelve  iponths.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  well  worthy  of 
attention,  both  from  the  severe  suffering  which  it  causes  to  the 
patient,  and  from  the  singularity  of  tne  symptoms  to  which  it 
gives  rise. 

The  disease  to  which  I  allude,  consists  in  the  formation  of  a 
lump  or  tubercle,  of  a  peculiar  nature,  in  the  subcutaneous  cel- 
lular substance.  This  tubercle  is  met  with  in  different  parts  of 
the  body,  but  most  frequently  in  the  extremities.  It  is  extreme- 
ly small,  generally  of  ihe  size  and  form  of  a  flattened  garden- 
pea  ;  and  in  none  of  the  cases  of  which  I  have  been  able  to  pro- 
cure a  distinct  account,  larger  than  a  coffee-bean.  It  is  of  a  firm 
consistence,  and  is  apparently  quitc^  circumscribed,  being  situated 
loosely  in  the  cellular  substance,  immediately  under  the  integu- 
ments, which  retain  their  natural  colour  and  appearance. 

In  the  greater  proportion  of  cases,  there  is  no  visible  appear^ 
ance  of  disease  whatever,  and  it  is  only  when  the  surgeon  applies 
his  finger  to  a  particular  spot  pointed  out  by  the  patient,  that  he 
becomes  sensible  of  the  existence  of  the  tubercle.  In  some  few 
cases,  however,  although  small,  it  is  so  superficially  seated  as  tp 
fcrm  a  yisibleprominence. 


*H  Ut  Vfdod  M  Ptiii^  BuJbiiammm  JUetde.       Jn\^ 

A»  m  iBriihe  dnat  vrkh  "^ith  I  am  ieq«attiled^  tile  tntiente 
bad  fttlaaied  aeiirij  ite  ftiH  growtfa  befin^  its  prewuce  Im  de» 
U^dcU  I  am  teable  to  Mjpi  wkcther  it  is  odginally  of  ^km  or  of 
impid  fiMtealioil,  blii  bavii^  acqmivd  a  certaiii  siae^  it  remaiiil 
aeirly  slatiooary^  uniergqiiaf  hfordYy  any  percept&k  ini^easfe  of 
Imlkf  cf^PBii  In  tm  course  of  a  great  mair^  years  |  nor  ckies  it  ef«t 
•bow  any  tendency  to  affect  ^tber  the  stun  ot  tmrroanding  ori^ 
blar.  ^nbetenc^  In  one  only  of  the  patieiits  whom  I  haVe  seen^ 
or  of  whose  diteate  I  bavaplroeurtd  an  aceonni,  has  diere  been 
found  more  than  one  of  these  tubc^cte^  and  iik  that  fierson  tbeta 
were  present  no  fewer  than  three  fit  the  s^oM  time. 

Trifling  as  the  diseased  part  is,  in  point  o#  size  and  appear- 
macei  it  becomes  the  cause  of  very  severe  and  even  of  excruciating 
|^in»  So  strongly  is  this  pain  represented  by  the  patients,  that 
we  might  be  i^  to  amagine  their  statement  exaggerated,  cUd  we 
not  find  them  all  concurring  in  the  same  representation,  and 
most  of  them  willing  to  submit  to  any  operation  that  may  be 
necessary  to  remove  the  cause  of  dieir  pain.  Two  women  in 
ihe  lowef  rank  of  life  dame  to  m^,  e^cn  from  a  distance  of  above 
50  mii0^  lo  hive  a  cotisnhation  about  tbiii  disease  i  and  bodi  of 
them  expressed  theii;^  willingness  to  submit  to  any  temporary 
pain,  however  severe,  which  mi^t  remove  thdr  Gom|^nt« 

llie  pain  to  which  this  disease  gi^es  rise^  is  extremdy  aciAe 
in  the  tubercle,  and  extends  from  it  to  a  consideral:^  iSstancd 
along  the  neighbouring  parts ;  it  is  not  constant^  but  occurs  in 

Saroxysms.  In  gencfnU,  at  the  commencem^t  of  the  parG^ysra« 
le  pain  is  slight,  but  gradually  increases  tiU  it  becdmes  excnl* 
ciatingly  severe  and  it  goes  off  in  the  dame  gradual  manneri 
paving  the  parts  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  tuberde,.for  some 
lime  s^erwards,  Sorfe  to  the  touch,  as  if  they  had  been  bruised# 
The  paroxysms  vary  in  duration  from  ten  minutes  to  upwarda  of* 
two  hours  i  but  they  seem  to  increase  both  ki  frequenqf  and  se^ 
verity,  in  proportion  to  the  length  of  time  the  disease  has  existed. 
Som6  of  the  patients  have. occasional  intervals  of  ease  for  daya 
or  even  weeks  i  in  others,  the  paroxysms  occur  several  times  in 
the  coutse  of  one  day«  They  generally  come  on  spontaneously; 
but  in  one  of  the  cases  which  I  met  with,  they  were  sometimea 
induced  by  the  frktion  of  the  clothes  along  the  surface  of  the 
tubercle.  They  frequently  attack  the  patient  when  asleep,  ia 
which  case  he  is  suddenly  awoke  by  the  severitv  of  the  pain< 

The  d^ree  of  pain  produced  by  touching  tne  tubercle  is  dif- 
ferent in  different  c^es,  all  the  patients  whom  I  have  ^camined 
allowing  it  to  be  freely  handled,  in  its  ordinaty  state^  without  feel*' 
Ing  much  uneasiness^  but  complaining  of  great  ag^avation  of 
the  pain,  from  either  the  tuberde  or  surrounding  skin  being 
ered  slightly  touched  (hcring  the  paroaifftn*    Acute  pdin  is  pro^Q-- 


ktm      M^Wwim^mifiitU^MammmTiS^        MM 

•1^  il  an  iktuth  Iqr  the  tiibt«ric  bttng  mUnttSfy  strudr  agiriiMt 
wy  hBfA  m^MMQd^  One  lady^  of  wbew  c^m  I  dbail  give  a  49w 
tiUfld  ne^UQtf  <$0nc#(iicsdttt  the  aensibifitjraf  the  lubtrae  k  riam 
tetMUy  affect;^  in  fveiy  cliwf^  ia  %he  weslher,  wbetber  fi*ofii» 
I|(9ii4 10  Qirid^  aip  mml  gpld  to  heat*  Sevtral  of  the  pttknts  hwtf 
stiledf  4mi^  thfl}^  fiKeA^asiiale  of  an  increase  m  the  sis^  of  the^ 
^i34lN^  during  ik^  ffUa^  qf  pain^  afid  lonie  of  ehem  have  oe-*' 
qMlonaVy  obs^edt  at  t}i|^  tamer  time,  a  d^ree  of  ditcolovatkm* 
of  die  wO  cofeiing  it»  whidi  beoameof  a  pavpUsfa  or  Muisb^ 
cafl  I  and  aUhougb  I  have  had  no  opportunity  of  aseertainfuj 
tbe  truth  of  theve  jdateipenlA  from  m^  own  obswrvatieR,  I  have 
]^  rwion  lA  doabt  their  acouracy. 

.  It  i»  A  fJJimhiv  meuiitstanee,  that  in  aB  the  cases  whieh  ha^v^' 
come  to  my  knowledge,  with  perhaps  one  excepti^i,  thifr  gpeeitt' 
of  tubercle  occurred  in  females.  It  does  not  appear  to  be  con- 
$i|ed  ^  any  partiiittlar  age,  but  it  is  A^uently  met  with  at  an 
early  period  of  Ufe,  and  I  have  kmiwn  it  reniain  nearly  unchang^ 
^  &r  upwards  of  e^teen  y e^urs. 

S*fOlP  the  very  severe,  ana  ahnosi  ooQstant  gufibring  to  which' 
the  pa^ienl  b  enposedy  the  tuberde  frequently  becomes  the  snb*^ 

jfrt  of  $qperalif>n }  and  fortmiatefy  it  may  be  extirpated  with  per^- 

fest  8§fiHy»  no  luipleasant  syaEqptom  having  ever,  so  far  as  I  know, 

bfi^  produaed  by  the  opej?atieii.    The  patient  becomes  free' 

^#ip  all  pain  and  uneasiness  ^»  soon  as  the  tobercle  is  removed, 

ai94»  aa  ^  a9  ea^rienee  yet  goes,  there  secma  to  be  no  tendet|« 

qy  tp  a  retuni  of  the.  disease*    In  ranoving  the  tubercle,  it  \%' 

^|id  to  be  quite  detached  from  the  integuments,  and  to^  h^' 

but  Jopselv  cwnected  with  the  surrounding  cellular  substance^ 

b^  of  which  are,  to  all  appearance,  peiriect^  sound     From  thia  '■ 

^^pmstapoe  it  is  unnecessary  to  take  away  any  portion  of  the 

skint  and  pnly  a  very  inconsiderable  cjuantitv  of  the  cdhilar 

lombrane*    The  wound  frequently  heaJe  by  the  first  intention  | 

wd»  even  in  those  cases  in  whieh  suppuration  takes  plaee,  the' 

Q^re  19  siddom  prolonged  for  any  considerable  length  of  time. 

Qd  dividing  ^  tubercle  with  the  knife,  arier  it  has  been  remov- 

ei^  ^om  the  body,  it  is  found  to  be  of  a  pretty  firm  consistence, 

apd  it  i^Khibits  an  uniform  structufei,  aomewtiat  resemUing  car* 

tilAji^  m  appearance,  but  it  is  by  no  means  so  bard. 

JlihaU  now  proceed  to  give  a  detailed  account  of  the  cases 

^m  whish  the  above  history  of  the  disease  has  be^  drawn  up. ' 

Caie  If-^Miaa  ^  » »  u  ,  a  lady  of  about  SO  ye^rs  of  age,  con- 
#})tid  wy  faJ^r,  in  the  year  1809,  on  aceount  of  three  tubercles, 
yaihar  amaUeP  than  garden  peas,  situated  super&ially  under  the 
inUigUineilto  over  the  upper  part  of  the  gluteus  maxhnus  muscle.' 
Th«^  wei«»  place4  p^tty  near  each  other;  t^iey  were  quite  move- 
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abfef  ftnd  the  skin  coverkig'tlieih  was  of  natural  coknir  and  ap^ 
pearance.  She  oompkined  of  frequent  attacks  of  extremely  acute 
pain  in  these  little  tumours,  which  extended  irc»n  them  to  a 
coBsidarable  distance  along  the  neighbouring  parts.  These  at-^ 
tacks  sometimes  occurred  spontaneously,  Imt  were  frequently 
abo  bvought  on  by  the  friction  of  her  clothes  along  the  tuber- 
cles. She-  was  recommended  to  try  the  topical  application  of 
mercurial  ointment,  but  this  not  being  productive  of  any  reUd, 
she  most  anxiously  dedred  the  removal  of  the  diseased  parts. 
The  three  tubercles,  ukmg  widi  a  con«derable  portion  of  the  in- 
teguments and  of  the  cdiular  substance,,  were  r^noved  by  my 
father,  by  two  incisions.  The  wound  healed  by  the  first  in-* 
tention ;  and  the  lady  has  never  since  had  any  uneasiness  or  re^ 
turn  of  her  disease. 

Case  II. — Betty  Hunter,  a  poor  woman,  above  seventy  years 
of  age,  came  in  autumn  last  from  a  distance  of  above  thirty  miles, 
to  have  a  consultation  about  a  small  tubercle  of  the  size  and  form 
of  a  flattened  garden-pea,  situated  superficially  under  the  skin,  a 
little  above  the  inner  side  of  the  right  knee.  There  was  no  vi- 
sible appearance  of  disease  on  looking  at  the  affected  limb  $  the 
skin  was  of  natural  colour  and  appearance.  The  tubercle  was 
quite  circumscribed  and  very  moveable.  When  she  applied  to 
me  for  advice,  she  said  it  would  appear  strange  that  a  woman,  at 
lier  time  of  life,  'should  have  come  such  a  distance,  on  account 
of  what  would  appear  to  me  a  perfect  trifie ;  but  that,  trifling  as 
the  little  knot  might  appear,  it  rend^ed  her  life  miserable,  from 
the  excessive  pain  to  which  it  gave  rise ;  and  she  added,  that 
she  would  submit  mfst  willingly  to  any  operation  I  might  pro- 
pose, that  would  remove  her  disease.  She  informed  me  that  it 
was  tmwards  of  13  years  since  she  first  observed  the  little  lump^ 
and  were  was  hardly  any  perceptible  increase  in  its  si^  since 
that  time, — that  it  had  not  given  her  a  great  deal  of  uneasiness 
till  within  18  months,  at  which  time  she  had  become  subject  to 
occasional  attacks  of  severe  pain  in  the  tubercle,  extending  from 
it  to  a  considerable  distance  along  the  thigh  and  leg;  that,  for 
some  time  back,  she  had  had  regularly  one  paroxysln  in  the  course 
of  every  24  hours,  which  came  on  sometimes  during  the  day, 
and  at  others  during  the  night ;  that  these  paroxysms  originally 
continued  for  about  half  an  hour,  but  had  gradually  increased  to 
upwards  of  an  hour  and  a  half,  and  had  become  excruciatingly  se- 
vere. She  enjoyed  perfect  ease  in  the  intervals  between  the  jia- 
toxysins.  She  never  perceived,  at  any  time,  any  Akef atlto  in 
the  colour  or  appearance  of  the  skin.  She  allowed  the  tmnour 
to  be  freely  handled,  without  complaining  of  nmeh  unei&iness* 

Having  pinebed  up  the  luberde^I  cut  it  out,  &k>ng  with  ^por^ 
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tion-of  the  idteguments,  and  aKerwardi  rcmored  aquAtity  of 
Uie  contiguous  cellular  membrane.  Partly  from  having  removed 
so  much  of  the  cellulsr  substance,  end  probably  in  part  from  the 
languor  of  the  circulation  at  her  advanced  period  of  life,  adhesioa 
did  not  take  place,  and  ^e  wound  assumed  an  indolent  appear- 
ance. By  means  of  pouhice«,  however,  and  stimulating  abdi- 
cations, it  was  brought  into  a  state  of  sappuration,  and'washeal- 
ed  up  in  the  course  of  15  or  16  days.  The  Ekin  and  cellular  sub- 
stance which  I  had  removed,  were,  on  examination,  found  to  all 
appearance  perfectly  sound.  She  has  had  bo  return  of  her  dis' 
esse. 

Case  III. — Mrs  Craig,  about  2S  years  of  age,  came  to  rae  in 
March  last)  from  a  considerable  distance  in  File,  on  account  of  s 
tubercle  of  the  size  and  form  of  a  flattened  ganlen-pea,  situated 
immediately  under  the  skin  over  the  middle  of  the  right  leg,  on 
its  outer  side.     It  felt  firm  but  moveable,  and  the  skin  retained 
its  natural  colour  and  appearance.     Above  seven  years  previous 
to  my  seeing  her,  she  had  become  subject  to  frequent  attacks  of 
pain  in  the  right  leg,  and  soon  afterwards  she  accidentally  dis- 
covered the  little  knot,  which  had  undergone  very  little  altera- 
tion in  size  from  that  time.     For  several  years  back,  she  had 
been  subject  to  several  paroxysms  of  pain  in  the  course  of  every 
24  hours,  Tarying  in  duration  from  1 0  minutes  to  nearly  three 
quarters  of  an  hour.     These  she  said  had  become  exquisitely  se- 
vere; they  frequently  attacked  her  when  asleep ;  in  which  case, 
she  suddenly  awoke  in  a  fright,  and  occasionally  f 
was  screaming  out  from  the  severity  of  the  pain. 
Hot  confined  to  the  tubercle,  but  extended  to  some 
up  and  down  the  leg.     By  her  account,  the  tuber 
became  visibly  increased  in  size  during  the  paroj't/sm 
'  Covering  it,  sometimes,  at  the  same  time,  assumed 
bluish  hue.    The  paro:!ysms'had  been  gradually  ir 
in  frequency  and  severity.     I  removed  tne  tubercle 
itiB|  away  any  part  of  the  integuments,  and  a  very 
wny  of  celiulai'  substance.     At  the  first  removal  o 
Straps,  the  divided  parts'  were  found  to  have  adhered  j  but  there 
%as  a  slight  discharge  of  nus  from  the  surface  of  the  woiind  for 
len  or  twelve  days.'    She  has  not  experienced  the  slightest  unea- 
aness  since  the  operation. 

Case  IV. — Mrs ,  a  lady  of  about  SO  years  of  age,  more 

than  t2  years  ago  became  subject  to  frequent  attacks  of  paiu  in 
the  right  arm,  which  were  supposed  to  arise  Jrum  rheumatism. 
On  this  account  bluters  and  .ether  remedies  were  employed,  but 
without  any  advantage.  Som«  years  afterwards,  she  accidcnlaltj 
di^eoverftd  a  small  lymp,  ^bout  the.  sizQ  of  a  small  gaiden  poa. 
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tmder  lh«  skint  on  the  mtddlt  ixsi  outer  part  of  the  right  arm; 
At  this  tine  the  attacks  of  pain  were  frequent  i  the  pain  was  irenr' 
acute,  both  in  the  tuberdet  Bnd  in  the  surrounding  parts  upward 
nearly  to  the  shodder,  and  downwards  to  the  fingers  i  th^te  parts 
lelt  sore  to  the  touch  for  some  time  after  the  paroxysm  had  gone 
oflPi  she  occasionally  ako  fielt  a  degree  of  numbness  in  the  fingert 
of  die  right  hand.  She  was  orderal  the  tqsieal  use  of  mercurial 
ointment,  but  was  at  the  same  time  recommended,  if  she  did  not 
soon  get  free  of  pain,  to  have  the  diseased  part  cut  out*  She 
conceived  that  she  derived  some  advantage  |rom  the  ointm^itf 
at  least,  after  its  employment,  the  pain  no  longer  extended  down-' 
wards  towards  the  hapd*  ^Itbopgh  it  remained  equ|d(y  severe 
ip  the  tubercle  itself,  and  in  the  upper  part  of  the  arm.  I  saw 
^is  lady  a  few  days  ago :  She  informs  me,  that  she  is  npver  2i 
bour3  free  from  an  attack  of  pain,  which  lasts  from  half  an  hour 
lo  nearly  an  hour ;  that  it  is  slight  at  the  commf^nceuient  of  jdbe 
paro$y3^l|  but  gradually  increases  until  it  become^  excessively 
severe;  and  after  it  has  begun  to  abate,  it  goes  off  gradually.  The 
pain,  diiring  the  paroxysm,  extends  a  ^oeo  way  up  the  arm,  which, 
remains  sore  to  the  touch  for  some  time  afterwards*  Although 
she  complains  of  no  uneasiness  on  the  tubercle  being  freely  ha^- 
ledy  1^  its  ordinary  state ^  exQuisite  pain  is  the  consequence  of  ei* 
ther  the  tubercle  or  surrounding  skin  being  touched,  even  in  the 
slightest  manner,  during  the  paroaysm.  She  says  she  does  not 
thmk  it  possible  for  any  peinH>n  who  has  not  experienced  the  pain 
pf  this  ^sease  to  form  any  idea  of  its  severity.  The  paroxysms 
frequ^tly  awake  her  from  sleep^  There  is  no  visible  appearaucst 
pf  disease  on  looking  at  the  arm;  but  when  the  particular  spot  is 
pointed  out,  a  tubercle*  a  little  larger  than  a  flattened  gard^- 
pea*  and  more  of  an  oval  form,  is  lelt  rpDing  very  superfidaUy 
under  the  integuments,  which  she  has  never  ooservcd  to  undergQ( 

Sy  change  in  colour  or  appearance.  She  thinks  the  tubercle  dk 
tie  larger  than  when  she  first  perceived  it:  She  informs  me^ 
that  it  iqppears  to  her  to  be  increased  in  size  during  theparpgysmp 
pr  at  least  that  it  becomes,  at  that  time,  mpre  superacial  than, 
ysuai,  although  never  visibly  prominent. 

These  are  the  only  cases  pf  the  disease  which  I  have  met  widi 
in  private  practice*  I  had  an  opportunityy  however,  of  seeing 
another  case  in  the  Royal  Infirmary  in  the  course  of  last  summer*. 
The  patient  was  under  the  care  ot  my  friend,  Mv  Newbiggii^y 
one  of  the  8urgeon$  to  that  Institution,  with  whose  permission  I 

insert  the  history  of  the  case.  < 

« 

CaseV. — •^  Margaret  Oliver,  setat.  29i  June  20th  1811* 
About  the  middle  of  the  left  leg,  over  the  gastrocnemius  external 
muscle,  is  a  small  iboveable  tumour,  about  the  size  and  shape 
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bf  a  garden  pea  flattened,  and  of  a  firm  consistence.  It  is  sitii« 
ftted  imtnediatdv  below  the  integuments,  which  are  not  in  the 
least  discoloured.  She  describes  the  pain  as  shooting  from  the' 
part  tci  the  knee  and  upwards,  at  times  so  exquisite  that  she  can 
scarcely  bear  it,  particularly  when  the  limb  is  cold,  and  has  re-' 
inained  for  somie  time  at  rest ;  it  is  alvtrays  relieved  by  rubbing 
the  part,  and  by  the  application  of  fceatj  says,  that  during  the 
summer  months  she  scarcely  eyer  leels  it,  and  her  walking  is  not 
in  the  least  impeded  by  iL  Her  general  health  has  beien  rather 
indiiFerent  for  some  years  past,  which  she  ascribes  to  her  rest  irt 
the  fore  part  of  the  night,  during  the  winter  months^  being  so' 
frequently  interrupted  by  the  pain  of  the  limb.  When  s|ie  nrst 
felt  it,  which  is  between  ten  and  twelve  years  ago,  the  knot  wagr 
about  the  size  of  a  pin's  headf  since  then  it  has  been  slowly  and 
gradually  increasing.*  Knows  no  cause  fpr  the  cbmplaint,  and  hasr 
used  no  remedies  except  fomenting  the  pa^t  with  vinegar  about 
two  years  ago,  which  proeui^ed  no  relie£ 

*•  June  22. — The  tumour  was  removed  to-day,  which  on  exa- 
mination was  found  to  be  about  the  size  and  shape  of  a  garden- 
*^pea,  of  a  hard  uniform  texture,  and  resembling  cartilage.     The 
part  was  dressed  witli  strap  and  bandage. 

•*  June  24. — Last  night  the  straps  were  removed  on  account 
of  the  pain  they  occasioned.  The  edges  of  the  wound  had  be-' 
come  inflamed,  swelled,  and  matter  had  begun  to  be  secreted*. 
An  emollient  poultice  was  applied. 

"  June  80. — Had  for  two  days  slight  febrile  symptoms,  whicEfc' 
are  now  gone;  leg  is  looking  better f  inflammation  gone. 

**  July  2. — [Dismissed  cured.  '^ 

These  five  are  all  the  cases  in  which  I  have  had  an  opportunify 
of  seeing  the  patient,  and  examining  the  disea^d-partf  but  being  , 
anxious  to  give  as  fiill  and  accurate  an  account  as  possible  of  the' 
symptoms  and  progress  of  this  singular  species  of  tubercle,  T  ap- 
plied to  my  medical  friends  for  infoi^madon  on  the  subject;  and 
two- of  them,  Professor  Thomson  and  Mr  Newbigging,  nave  been 
kind  enough  to  favour  me  with  a  very  distihct  account  of  the' 
disease,  as  it  occurred  in  patients  iVho  had  come  under  their  care 
in  private  practice.  Gases  t^I.  and  VII.  were  drawn  up  fot  me' 
fey  Professor  TTiomson,  and  Case  VIII.  by  Mr  Newbiggii^g. 

Cafe  VI. — ^^  Mrs  A.  a  lady  of  at)out  3S  years  of  j%e,  consulted' 
me  several  years  ago,  on  account  of  a'  small  tubercle  under  the 
skin,  on  the  middle  and  oiiter  part  of  the  left  fore-arm.  It  was 
about  the  size  of  a  sm^U  pea,  was  moveable,  arid  in  general  with- 
.out  pain.  At  times,  however,  it  was  so  exquisitely  gainful,  that 
^ihe  said  she  was  unable  to  endure  it.  The  attacks  of  pain  came' 
en  chiefly  in  the  night-time,  and  deprived  her  often  of  her  stceg.- 
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The  pain  at  these  times  extended  downwards  to  the  fingers,  and 
npwards  to  the  shoulder.  I  advised  extirpation,  which  was  ac* 
•eordingly  done,  but  had  no  opportunity  of  afterwards  exajnining 
the  structure  of  the  tuberde*  This  hidy  has  ever  since  continu* 
^  free  from  pain. 

Case  VII. — "  Mrs  C.  a  particular  friend  of  mine,  about  57 
years  of  age»  has  a  small  tubercle  about  the  size  of  a  coSee*beai>, 
situated  immediately  under,  and  now  attached  to,  the  skin  on  the 
inside  of  the  calf  of  the  right  leg.  This  tubercle  is  In  general 
without  pain,  though  at  times  it  becomes  exquisitely  painful.  It 
b^an  about  ten  years  ago,  soon  after  she  happened  by  a  violent, 
efl^rt  to  rupture  some  of  the  fibres  of  the  gastrocnemius  muscle 
of  the  leg,  near  to  the  place  where  it  is  situated*  This  Fady  always 
feels  pain  in  the  tubercle  for  some  time  before  and  after  changes 
of  weather  take  place,  whether  these  changes  be  from  heat  to  coW, 
or  from  cold  to  heat.  During  the  periods  of  paift,  which  often 
last  for  some  days,  the  skin  surrounding  the  tuliercle  becomes 
exquisitely  sensible  to  a  considerable  distance  from  it;  the  veins 
of  the  leg  swell,  and  the  tubercle  Itsdf  has  a  sligbt  blush  of  red* 
1  have  repeatedly  advised  extirpation^  but  have  not  been  able  to^ 
prevail  on  her  to  submit  to  it.*^ 

Case  VIII. — •*  A  married  lady,  about  40  years  of  age,  had  a 
small  moveable  tumour  about  the  size  of  a  garden-pea,  upon  the 
outside  of  the  right  arm,  a  little  above  the  elbow,^  seated  immedi- 
ately below  the  skin.  IShe  complained  of  frequent  attacks  of  se- 
vere pain  in  the  tumour,,  shooting  to  the  points  of  the  fingers,  and 
to  the  shoulders.  The  duration  of  these  attacks  varied  much, 
but  they  seldom  lasted  for  a  shorter  time  th^  three  or  four  hours, 
and  sometimes  the  pain  was  little  absent  for  several  days  together. 
The  intervals  between  the  paroxysms  also  varied  ouich,  being 
sometimes  a  week  or  ten  days,  and  at  others  not  more  than  2^ 
hours.  She  remarked  that,  although  the  skin  was  of  its  natural 
appearance,  a^id  not  at  all  elevated  during  the  intervals  of  ea$e^ 
et  it  assumed  a  blue  or  purplish  colour,  and  was  visibly  elevated 
y  the  tumour  during  the  Jit  of  pain.  She  was  not  aware  of  any 
cause  which  excited  the  paroxysm ;  but  during  its  presence  the  suf- 
fering was  much  increased  by  the  tumour  facing  touched.  Her 
attention  was  first  drawn  to  the  existence  of  the  tumour^  ten  years 
ago,  by  the  pain,  which  then  reseiubled  the  sensation  as  ii*  the 
part  had  been  pricked  by  a  needle.  The  paroxysms  were  at  that 
time  slight  and  rare ;  but  in  a  short  time  they  became  more  se- 
vere, and  occurred  nearly  in  the  same  degree  for  the  last  six  or 
eight  years.  She  remarked  no  change  on  the  size  of  the  tumour 
from  uie  time  she  first  observed  it^  till  it  was  cut  out  about  a  year 
ago.  The  wound  healed  readily,  and  she  has  not  had  tbesligbc* 
•Kt  uneasiness  since  the  operation. '' 
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•  It  will  be  remarked,  that  in  all  these  eight  cases,  this  disease 
occurred  in  females.  In  addition  to  ihem,  however,  I  have  to 
mention,  th^t  my  friend  Mr  Gillespie  informs  me,  that  several 
years  ai^o  he  had  an  old  man  under  his  care,  in  Gillespie's  Ho^ 
pital,  who  had  a  small  tumour  under  the  skin  of  one  of  his  chedcs^ 
rather  larger  than  a  coffee-bean ;  that  he  remembers  his  occa- 
sionally complaining  of  very  severe  pain  in  it,  which  extended 
towards  the  eye  and  ear;  that  the  pain  sometimes  left  him  entire- 
ly for  several  weeks,  after  which  it  would  return  in  severe  attacks, 
lasting  with  little  intermission  for  several  days.  This  man  ima- 
gined the  tumour  to  be  enlarged  during  the  continuance  of  the 
pain.  These  are  all  the  particulars  of  his  complaint  which  I  have 
been  able  to  procure,  as  Mr  Gillespie  had  not  kept  any  notes  of 
it.  I  think,  however,  from  this  account,  there  can  be  little  doubt 
that  it  was  of  the  same  nature  with  the  disease  which  I  have  just 
described,  and  which,  for  want  of  a  better  name,'  I  haVe  deno- 
minated Paifi/id  Subcutaneous  Tubercle. 


VII. 

Are  those  Diseases  attributed  ta  Mercurial  Action  on  the  System  (^ 
the  Human  Body^  peculiarly  and  exclusively  generated  by  it  f 
By  Colin  Chisholm,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  &c.  &c.  of  Bristol  and 
Clifton. 

'*  Pca^^udidis  falsis  mens  libera,  fadlius,  felidusque  progrediatUr  in  acquiren- 

da  vera  xnedicins  notitia.  Sylvius. 

....  , 

Tn  endeavouring  to  aceount  for  the  efficacy  of  mercury  in  those 
'*-  diseases  of  the  human  body  to  which  it  is  found  applicable,- it 
must  always  be  had  in  view,  that  its  mode  of  action  differs  accord'^ 
ing  to  the  nature  of  the  disease,  as  well  as  the  constitutional  idio^ 
syncrasy  of  the  body  labouring  under  it.  Those  animal  speci- 
fic poisons  which  prodiice  disease  by  their  power  of  assimilation 
as  syphilitic  virus,  experience  in  mercury  an  antidotal  quality  ; 
or  a  quality,  which,  by  accumulation  and  decomposition,  destroys 
the  disease  which  the  poison  has  produced  by  assimilation.  This 
receives  proof  from  the  well-established  fact,  that  the  virus  of* 
syphilis  can  be  destroyed  only  by  the  gradual  introduction  of  a 
large  quantity  of  mercury.  The  melancholy  effects  of  this  virus 
most  certainly  have  proceeded  from  this  principle  having  becii 
ioiperfectly,  or  very  Rttle  understood*  Those  diseases  whose  basis 
or  proximate  cause  is  inflammation,  are  acted  on  by  mercury 
tery  cHtierently.  Often  a  small  quantity  proves  sufticient,  pro- 
Tiding  th<^  salivary  glands  are  affected  by  it ;  and  it  is  a  curious 
&ct^  that^  as  is  the  intenseness  of  the  inflammatory  diathesis^  sc^ 

t2 
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J«  the  quahtity  of  mercury  necessary  to  subdue  it.  It  is,  however, 
ill  an  inverse  ratio.  Thus  pneumonic,  hepatic,  splenic,  nephri-. 
tic,  ophthainiic,  vesical,  lumbar,  tracheal,  arthritic,  and  even  ute-* 
xine  inflammations,  generally  yield  to  a  small  quantity  of  mercu- 
ry>  if  judiciously  Combined  with  depletory  means,  (bleeding  and 
purging).  Thus  synochus,  and  all  the  tribe  of  remittents  and  in- 
t^rmittents,  more  certainly  if  symptomatic,  which  they  general- 
ly are,  of  organic  inflammation,  yield  in  the  same  manner,  with  less 
employment  of  depletory  means^  more  especially  bleeding.  Thu» 
too  typhus  and  pestilential  fevers  in  general,  including  plague  it- 
self, are  subdued  by  this  medicine  more  freely  administered,  but 
without  depletory  means,  except  such  as  keep  the  bowels  in  a 
sufliciently  soluble  state,  and  lessen  determination  of  blood  to 
the  brain,  at  the  commencement  of  the  disease.  *    In  all  these, 

-^    — ■  -^ ^-  -       — — -^-     -    -I  ■■■it    ._ i._    _i I   - 

*  I  do  not  here  notice  the  powerful  remedy,  affusion  of  cold  wa- 
ter, and  chiefly  becailse  its  curative  effect  in  fevers,  symptomatic  of 
congestion  or  local  inflammation,  has  not  been  sufficiently  ascertain- 
ed. The  authority  of  my  late  highly  respected  friend,  Dr  Currie> 
would  be  amply  suflicient,  were  it  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  it  in 
a  discussion  which  relates  only  to  the  action  of  mercury  in  the  dis» 
eases  mentioned.  A  large  discharge  of  blood  at  the  very  onset  of 
typhus,  has,  in  the  hands  of  some  ingenious  and  judiciously'  boldprac-. 
titfoners,  arrested  the  disease  At  once ;  and  no  doubt  by  instantly  ob- 
viating the  effect  of  determination  of  blood  to  the  brain.  Dr  Felix, 
Medical  Superintendant  of  the  dep6t  of  French  prisoners  at  Staple- 
ton,  in  this  neighbourhood,  most  happily  put  this  to  the  test  of  expe- 
rience in  the  year  1809.  During  this  year,  a  fever  of  the  typhoid 
character,  appeared  very  extensively  among  the  prisoners.  The  prin- 
cipal remedy  employed  by  this  skilful  and  accurate  observer,  was  de- 
pletion, by  opening  the  temporal  artery,  and  abstracting  a  large  quan- 
tity of  blood.  This  he  assured  me  removed  the  disease,  often  with- 
out any  other  remedy  of  importance,  .at  the  end  of  24  hours,  if  ad- 
opted immediately  at  the  accession  of  the  symptoms.  .  He  observ- 
ed,  however,  that  from  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  situation 
of  the  prisoners,  there  was  more  inflammatory  diathesis  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  fever,  than  usually  occurs.  The  circumstances 
alluded  to,  rendered  the  situation  of  the  prisoners  necessarily  crowded, 
and  generated  in  their  rooms,  during  the  night,  when  all  were  shut  up, 
a  degree  of  heat  fully  equal  to  100°;  which,  in  the  mornmg,  on  open- 
ing the  doors  and  windows,  was  suddenly  followed  by  a  considerable 
degree  of  cold :  Want  of  sufficient  ventilation,  joined  to  this  cause, 
gave  rise  to  typhus,  with  organic,  chiefly  cerebral,  congestion. 

It  may  seem  extraordinary,  that  arthritic  inflammations  are  here 
classed  among  those  on  which  mercurial  action  has  curative  effect.. 
But  it  is  nevertheless  most  true,  when  these  inflammations  attack  par* 
ticular  organs,  the  liver  and  kidneys  more  especially,  mercurial  ptyal* 
ism  most  effectually  removes  them,  and  restores  the  patient  to  a  state  of 
general  health,  infinitely  superior  to  what  he  had  enjoyed  before.   OiK 
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the  action  of  mercury  seems  to  be  confined  to  the  glandular  and 
lymphatic  system  ;  when  obstruction  is  removed,  the  inflamma. 

ly  three  cases  of  this  kind  have  occurred  to  me  since  I  began  practice 
here ;  but  they  have  been  of  a  decisive  nature.  In  one  of  these,  the 
eau  medicinale  d'Husson  incautiously,  or  too  long  used,  was  tlie  imrae* 
diate  cause  of  arthritic  hepatitis  and  nephritis  in  the  same  patient,  and  I 
firmly  believe  the  event  would  havebeen  fatal  but  for  the  mercurial  action. 
I  was  long  inclined  to  believe,  that  all  the  forms  of  hysteria  depend- 
ed on  a  local  cause,  and  that  therefore  tlieir  cure  might  be  effected 
by  mercury  carried  to  ptyalism.  During  the  three  last  years,  more 
especially,  I  have  had  several  proofs  of  this ;  for  although,  in  most  of 
the  cases  of  this  disease  in  which  I  have  employed  mercury,  there 
were  obscupe  symptoms  of  hepatitis,  which  indeed  at  first  led  me  to 
the  practice,  yet  those  of  hysteria  were  the  most  prominent  and  the 
most  permanent.  A  still  closer  attention  to  the  phenomena  of  this 
idisease,  convinced  me,  that  the  principal  local  cause  was  cerebri 
compression,  t^e  consequence  of  morbid  determination  of  blood  to 
the  head.  This,  however,  as  to  the  efflect  of  mercury,  only  served 
to  confirm  the  opinioa  my  preceding  observation  had  suggested.  I 
am  also  inclined  to  believe,  that  tonics  used  with  caution  in  cases  of 
hysteria,  are  powerful  aids  to  mercury.  There  are  certain  circurn- 
4»tances  of  the  animal  economy,  suffering  under  local  disease,  which 
prevent  or  retard  the  action  of  mercury  in  stimulating  the  absorb* 
tents;  and  unless  these  are  counteracted  by  suitable  tonics,  mercury 
'will  not  exhibit  its  usual  sanative  effect.  The  circumstances  I  allude 
to,  are  more  especially  nervous  excitement,  and  vascular  as  well  as 
muscular  debility,  both  proceeding  from  the  nature  of  the  disease, 
hysteria.  This  state  is  the  atonic  o£  Sauvages,  Tom.  II.  p.  695,  so 
well  described  thus. — "  Laxitas  seu  atonia  pardum  procedit  a  minorl 
fibrillarum  eas  componentium  cohaesione  ;  sive  fluidum  ipsis  spccifice 
levius  ipsis  interpositum  ^t,  i^nde  tollitur  proximitas  ad  cohaeslonem 
necessaria,  cum  vis  cohaesionis  cubo  proximitatis  respondeat,  hine 
iaxitas  corporis  humani  nimio  calore  resohiti ;  sive  appres^io  mutua 
£bnllarum  deficiat  ob  vasorum  inanitionem  sive  fluidi  ipsas  dit»ten£uri 
defectum.  Sic  intelltgimus  ab  alvi-fiuxibus,  sanguifluxibus,  abstinen- 
tia  laxari  et  debilitari  vasa,  tum  totum  corpus:  ver^im  sunt  aliae  laxi- 
tatis  causae  ad  debilitatem  referendse,  impetus  fluidi  nervei  et  sangui- 
nis est  causa  canales  distendens;  quippe  fluidum  duplo  velocius  vas 
flexibile  trajiciens  quadruple  fortius  in  ejus  parietes  agit,  ergo  iner- 
tia, languor,  tarditas  fluidi  nervei  nervis,  tarditas  sanguinis  sangui- 
feris  vasisatoniam  et  debilitatem  conciiiat.^^  There  are  some  gene- 
ral anomalous  states,  the  prominent  features  of  whidi  are,  violent  ac 
tion  of  the  arterial  coats,  and  equally  violent  and  sudden  nervous  ex- 
citements, all  proceeding  from  very  inadequate  causes,  which  find  a 
ready  and  easy  solution  in  the  principle  stated  by  Sauvages,  and  which 
I  am  convinced  might  be  obviated  by  the  adoption  of  the  treatment 
I  have  here  proposed.  It  was  on  this  principle  I  lately  recommend- 
ed a  mercurial  course,  with  nutritious  diet  of  animal  food,  to  an  e- 
iuinent  physician  in  tbiji  yicixvity,  suffering  for  a  considerable  tii^e  tu^ 
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tory  state,  whether  local  or  general,  thence  resultinp,  is  obviated. 
Thus  then  in  syphilis,  the  conversion  of  the  animal  fluids  to  the 
peculiar  nature  of  its  virus  constituting  the  disease,  the  coun- 
teraction of  this  by  an  antidotal  power  possessed  by  mercury,  is 
effected  when  a  sufficient  accumulati(m  of  that  power  is  obtained. 
l3ut  in  topical  and  organic  inflammalit>n,  and  fevers  symptoma- 
iic  of  them,  and  of  glnndular  congestion,  mercury  acts  not  by 
an  antidotal,  but  by  a  stimulating  power  of  a  peculiai*  kind,  rcn- 
flering  the  glands  and  lymphatics  permeable,  and  capable  of  per- 
forming their  respective  functions.  Nor  does  scrofula,  evident- 
ly a  glandular  disease,  constitute  any  objection  to  this  theory  of 
the  action  of  mercury ;  for  scrofula  does  not  proceed  from  con- 
gestion, but  from  weak  action  of  the  glandular  system  ;  that  is, 
the  inflammations  consequent  upon  glandular  congestion,  pro* 
ceed  from  an  accumulation  of  fluid  in  the  glands,  or  an  infiiro 
tion,  generally  the  result  of  violence  and  irregular  acceleration  of 
the  propelling  power.  Scrofula,  on  the  contrary,  depends  not  oq 
obstruction  from  accelerated  motion,  but  froni  diminished  mo* 
tion  and  energy.  In  the  one,  the  cause  seems  to  be  tumcltucos 
propulsion ;  in  the  other,  unequal  or  interrupted  retstrdation.  It 
is  difficult  to  form  a  lively  conception  of  the  two  modes  of  ac- 
tion. The  first,  in  short,  may  be  likened  to  a  swollen  flood,  dash- 
ing with  almost  overwhelming  violence  against  the  flood  gate 
placed  to  restrain  it;  mercury,  conjoined  witn  depletory  means,  to 
the  mechanist  who  skilfully  restrains,  and  finally  subdues  it,  by 
opening  an  aperture,  ptyalism,  calculated  for  the  gradual  trans- 
mission of  it.  The  second,  is  a  sullen  stagnj^nt  pool,  which  in- 
fects the  vicinity  by  itis  poisonous  exhalations ;  if  permitted  to 
stand,  depositing  filth  slowly  convertible  into  useful  soil ;  or  if 
grained,  transmitting  a  turbid  offensive  stream.  The  tonic  treat- 
ment, with  the  occasional  aid  of  mercurial  stimulus,  alone  appli- 
cable to  the  disease,  may  be  figured  by  the  plantations  of  succu- 
lent plants,  skilful  drainage,  and  filling  up  where  drainage  may 

der  the  state  above  described ;  and  should  this  paper  me^l  liis  eye,  be 
will,  I  doubt  not,  recognize  the  validity  of  the  ground  on  wliidi  I 
founded  my  opinion  and  advice. 

With  respect  to  the  efficacy  of  mercury  in  synocbys,  for  many 
years,  since  1789>  I  have  constantly  and  uniformly  experienced  what 
I  may,  without  a  hyperbole,  call  its  infallibility.  In  the  No.  of  the 
New  Medical  and  Physical  Journal  of  London,  for  September  1811, 
p.  390,  there  is  a  case  of  synochus  stated  very  circumstantially^  an4 
which  terminated  fatally,  the  treatment  of  which  is  most  lamentably 
deficient  and  inert,  and  I  firmly  believe  productive  of  the  fatal  event. 
In  this  view,  it  is,  however,  highly  instructive.  In  every  protracted 
case  of  this  kind,  local  or  organic  derangement  should  besought  for, 
and  considered  as  the  idiopathic  disease ;  and  the  judicious  adoption 
of  a  mercurial  course  will  prove  certainly  curative. 
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f»e  impfacticable,  employed  for  the  desti^uction  of  such  tioxibuft 
•eolleraona,  I  am  apprehensive,  that  no  adequate  idea  of  scro- 
fula can  be  formed  from  the  usual  theories  of  its  formation  and 
existence ;  nor  do  I  presume  to  hope  1  shall  have  more  success^ 
but,  I  believe,  analogies  drawn  from  familiar  objects,  may  assist 
in  conveying  to  the  mind  a  less  complicated  conception  of  its  na- 
ture and  character  than  any  other  mode,  Dr  Morton,  probably 
the  best-informed  writer  on  the  subject,  ascribes  iscrofola  to  ^ 
•certain  acrimony  in  the  blood ;  a  cause  indefinite  certainly,  and 
perhaps  a  mode  of  speaking  withowt  meaning.  To  say,  however*, 
that  this  disease  proceeds  from  weak  glandular  action,  seems  also 
an  objectionable  mode  of  accounting  for  it ;  for  weak  glandular 
action  may  more  properly  be  considered  the  eHect  of  some  pre- 
existing cause,  than  a  cause  itself  The  only  way  the  difficulty 
•can  be  removed,  I  apprehend,  is  to  consider  certain  bodies  pos- 
sessed of  a  less  perfect  glandular  construction  than  others,  and 
that,  in  the  former,  the  secretory  and  excretory  processes  are  less 
regularly  and  less  perfectly  carried  on  than  in  the  latter.  This 
physical  rcaiconformation  may  be  the  scrofulous  diathesis  of 
Morton  and  other  physicians ;  a  diathesis  which,  tlierefore,  may 
exist  without  the  pre-existence  of  acrimony, — in  the  habit  at  least. 
Under  this  view  of  the  scrofulous  diathesis,  the  character  of  thfe 
<]i6ease  drawn  by  Morton  is  intelligible,  and  enables  his  reader  to 
form  a  very  precise  and  adequate  x:onception  of  the  manner  in 
\vhich  scroihlous  affections  are  produced.  **  In  scrophulosa  enim 
diathesi  sanguis  oh prcetemetturaiem  acrimomamjam  tanqtiam  cod* 
gulatus  atque  ^eo  novum  chylum  non  potens  perfecte  sibi  et  par- 
tibus  solidis  adunire,  solet  cum  in  circulatione  copiosius  quam 
par  est  deponere  in  partes  glandulosas  j  ubi  vascula  non  proce* 
dunt  rectis  lineis,  ut  in  musculis,  verum  spiratim  $  quo  fit  ut 
sanguis  majorem  remoram,  et  stagnationem  in  his  qaam  in  cse- 
teris  partibus  efficeri  soleat,  atque  adeo  secretjonem  succi  nutritii 
tnagis  copiosam ;  quo  fit  quod  istse  partes  plusquam  cfleterffi  in- 
tamescere  et  durescere  apt«  sunt  part-ae. "  (R.  Mortoni  Opera 
Med.  Anistelod.  1696,  Tom.  I.  p.  110,  115)*  The  acrimony  of 
Morton  is  the  occasional  or  extrinsic  causey  malconformatioii 
the  predisponent  or  internal,  the  partes  apt«B  natae.  * 

If  the  theory,  thus  shortly  and  imperfectly  stated,  be  admitted, 

it  will  follow,  that  the  action  of  mercury  on  the  human  system, 

i ! . 

f  *'  Hippocrates  seems  to  have  entertained  pretty  much  the  same  theory  of  scitK 
fula,-— <)utmi  vero  proprio  morbo  aegrotant  (glandular)  (nam  parura  ctiam  cum  reU- 
quo  corpore  segrotant),  morbi  tubercula  fiunt,  et  struma;  xoifuiis  resultant,  et  febrit. 
corpus  occupat  Perpetiuntur  autem  hxc  ubi  humiditase  repletae  fuerint  ex  reh'quo 
•corpore  in  ipsas  influente.  Influit  autem  ex  reliquo  corpore  per  venas,  qua?  pear  ip* 
sas  extents  sunt  multes  et  cavae,  ut  humor  quemcunqUe  Undem  traxerint  dcil^  IQ 
^ptas  M^iiatu)^  "*--Pt}  Ghindulis,  C.  h 
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fnnst  deviate  from  that  which  is  peculiar  to  it,  according  to  tht 
^diosyncrasv  of  that  system.  If  predisposition  to  scrofula,  for 
instance,  should  exist  whilst  the  yirqs  of  syphilis  is  exerting  its 
assimilating  power  in  the  body,  the  indolence  of  the  glandular 
and  lymphatic  system,  constituting  the  essence  of  that  disease^ 
will  be  more  or  less  obviated,  in  the  ratio  of  the  ouantity  receiv* 
^d,  by  the  stimulus  of  the  mercury  administered  tor  the  counterir 
/iction  of  the  syphilitic  virus ;  and  a  new  train  of  symptoms  must 
necessarily  b^  brought  forward,  whilst  those  of  the  superadde4 
virus  may  be  suspended.  But  this  is  by  no  means  ponfined  to 
;mercury ; — any  other  irritant  may  give  rise  to  the  same  phenome? 
^a.  All  the  animal  specific  poisons,  the  poison  of  fi$h>  (see 
Letter  to  Dr  Haygarth,  p.  1Q9,  and  Edin.  Med.  and  Surg.  Jourr 
nal,  VoL  IV.  p?  395,  3tCe),  and  many  mineral  and  vegetable  subr 
^tancj^,  such  as  antimony,  opium,  camphor,  &c. 

lliese,  and  other  speculations  on  this  subject,  have  been  sug? 

ted  by  a  con^parison  of  the  eruptive  diseases,  supposed  to  be 

e  peculiar  offspring  of  mercury,  with  others  of  precisely  simir 
lar  appearances,  proceeding  from  other  causes ;  and  as  it  may  be 
iiseful  to  enable  tne  reader  to  maife  this  comparison  himself,  I 
shall  make  no  scruple  to  lay  before  bim  those  futures  of  disease 
^hich  exhibit  this  similarity  of  character. 

The  mpst  important,  perhaps,  is  the  kind  of  iilcer  said  to  be 

ScpUar  to  mercury,  and  thence  emphatically  called  by  Mr 
athias,  "  mercurial  disease.  '*  This  gentleman  has  favoured  the 
public  wit|>  a  yaluable  and  interesting  delineatipii  of  the  feature^ 
of  thi^  disease.  He  opens  very  important  views  of  the  subject, 
fuid  certainly  has  led  the  way  to  highly  beneBcial  improvement  in 
the  treatment  of  syphilid*  It  is  not  a  little  singular,  that,  although 
the  ^^  mercurial  dise^e  "  must  have  existed  at  all  times  since  the 
free  aflmissiou  of  merpury  into  medical  practice,  ye^  the  ravages 
pccasione4  by  the  imprudent  admipist^ation  have  beeuy  almost 
imiformjy,  till  of  liate,  attribute<l  to  the  disease  it  was  intende4 
jo  cure*  Topics  have  been,  indeed,  combined  with  mercury  in 
the  treatment  of  obstinate  and  eroding  venereal  ulcers;  depleto- 
ry meang  have  also  been  recurred  to  in  such  cases  j  but  botji  with 
intentions  not  at  all  ponneptcd  with  mercurial  irritation.  In  fact^ 
wehaye  been  directed  to  a  just  vie^  of  the  causes  qf  these  ulcers 
within  a  fev^  yea|:*s  only  j  and  IVf  r  Mathias  has,  \  believe,  th? 
principal  merit  of  uiaking  us  more  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
jsubject.  That  such  ulcerations  a^  thosp  described  by  Mr  Ma? 
fhiaS|  however,  are  the  exclusiye  product  of  the  irritation  of  mer- 
cury, I  an^  much  inclined  to  doubt ;  but  let  the  reader  judge  fo^ 
pimself. 

J^r  AJathjas  thus  describes  the  ipercurial  ulcer,    *•  Jh^  mefr 
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curial  ulcer  is  commonly  attended  with  more  pain  than  the  ve- 
nereal ;  it  is  never  fungous  as  the  cancerous  is,  nor  has  it  the  in- 
dolence of  the  scrofulous,  nor  the  putrid  tendency  of  the  scorbu- 
tic ulcer.     It  will  often  heal,  and,  after  a  time,  break  out  afresh 
in  the  neighbouring  part^;  and  thus  it  will  continue  to  do  for 
many  monUis,  particularly  in  throat-cases.     Sometimes  the  mer- 
curial ulcer  is  in  a  state  of  irritability,  spreading,  with  much 
pain,  in  an  irregular  and  jagged  form,  in  all  directions,  upon  the 
surface  of  the  cutis,  discharging  a  thin  ichorous  humour.     Some 
parts  jof  the  wound,  however,  will  appear  to  be  healing,  others 
will  be  absolutely  skinned  over,  and  this  in  the  very  centre  of 
the  ulceration ;  while  in  other  places,  a  very  angry  phagedaenic 
ulceration  is  going  on,  and  a  considerable  degree  of  common  in- 
Uammation  attends  the  whole  wound.     Where  the  ulceration  is 
jmaking  a  progress,  the  edges  of  the  wound  look  sharp,  and  as 
if  they  had  been  divided  by  a  knife.     It  sometimes  happens,  that 
the  mercurial  ulcer  is  first  produced  by  a  sudden  and  consider- 
able sloughing  in  the  part.     One  of  the  striking  characteristics 
of  the  mercurial  ulcer  is,  to  heal,  and  break  out  again  from  time 
to  time;  to  heal  in  one  part,  and  grow  bad  in  another.     This  is 
neither  common  to  the  venereal,  nor  to  the  cancerous  virus,  whose 
ulcerations  occupy  the  part  ajBTected,  and  spread  from  thence  as 
from  a  centre. "  -  (Inquiry,  p.  59.)     This  description  almost  pre- 
cisely corresponds  with  the  phenomena  of  an  ulceration  of  a  sin- 
gular nature  in  the  West  Indies.     This  will  appear  by  a  compa- 
rison of  them.     The  only  apparent  diflerence  is  in  the  situation 
jof  these  ulcerations,  and  in  the  occasional  cause,  which  in  the 
West  Indies  is  never  mercui-y.     I  extract  the  following  account 
of  it  from  my  journal,  kept  in  the  island  of  Grenada,  for  the 
year  1790. — "  I  do  not  here  speak  of  the  superficial  circular 
(Congeries  of  small  ulcers,  discharging  a  corrosive  limpid  humour^ 
all  uie  species  of  which  are  included  under  the  generic  name, 
herpes;  but  an  ulcer  of  a  particular  kind,  which  is  perhaps 
peculiar  to  warm  climates,  and  with  which  negroes,  more  espe^ 
jcially  those  lately  imported  from  the  coast  of  Guinea,  are  more 
3fflicted  than  the  white  inhabitants.     This  ulcer  generally  makes 
its  first  appearance,  either  in  the  form  of  a  pimple,  or  a  small 
vesicle,  which,  bursting,  discharges  a  sanious  matter  or  a  limpid 
fluid,  evidently  possessed  of  a  very  irritating  and  corrosive  qua-* 
Jity,  which  shows  itself  by  an  Intolerable  itching,  and  a  very 
spleedy  enlargement  of  morbid  surface.     Sometimes  this  ulcer 
priginates  from  the  irritation  and  pricking  of  external  substances, 
yrhich  the  negroes  are  exposed  to  in  the  course  of  their  field- 
^ork,  such  as  the  lanugo  of  the  sugar-cane,  the  spines  of  various 
yiWA  plants,  sharp  stones,  &c.     But,  I  imagine  these  can  only 
|ie  cajlcfi}  exciting  or  occasipQal,  although  b^  the  planters  tU^v 
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Are  considered  the  prindpal  remote  causes.  Whatever  the  caui^ 
may  be,  the  eflfect  is  the  same,  and  always  v^ry  surprising ;  for 
in  the  short  space  of  elght-and-  forty  hours,  an  ulcerated  surface 
will  be  formed  of  more  than  two  indies  in  diameter.  In  iht 
progress  of  this  ulceration,  some  appearances  take  place  which 
indicate  an  herpetic  character }  these  are  chiefly  the  corroding 
nature  of  the  discharge,  sometimes  its  colour  and  consistence,  the 
creeping  manner  in  which  the  ulcer  spreads  ttself,  and  its  leaving 
distinct  portitms  of  the  natural  colour  apparently  unhurt : — thusj 
frequently,  within  the  general  compass  of  the  ulceration,-  insu- 
lated portions  of  sound  skin  may  be  perceived,  and  which  may 
continue  so  during  the  existence  of  the  disease.  From  the  very 
coinmcnoement  of  the  disease,  th^  portion  of  the  limb  near  and 
around  the  ulcer  becomes  tumid,  and  as  the  former  advances, 
the  latter  enlarges ;  so  that  when  the  ulceration  has  gained  a  sur- 
face of  six  inches  by  three,  that  part  of  the  leg  will  fiave  increas- 
ed fully  three  inches  in  its  circumference.  It  is  peculiar  to  thil 
disease,  that  if  its  duration  should  be  long,  th^  limb  never  loses 
the  dimension  it  has  acquired,  the  swelling  consolidating  and 
becoming  permanent.  The  ulceration  is  seldom  deep;  but  I 
have  known  instances  of  its  penetrating  to  the  bone,  occasioning 
a  caries,  and  at  length  such  a  morbid  state  of  the  limb  as  to  ren- 
der amputation  necessary.  It  frequently  happens,  but  from  what 
cause  I  know  not,  that  the  whole,  or  by  far  the  greatest  part  of 
the  ulcerated  surface,  fills  up  and  cicatrizes  in  a  surprizingly  short 
time.  This  is,  however,  mere  fallacy,  for  in  the  course  of  oil* 
night,  the  whole  of  the  surface,  thus  seemingly  whole,  will  be 
corroded  in  the  same  manner  as  at  first,  and  an  ulcer  larger  thaU 
the  former,  and  of  a  mor^  unfavourable  aspect,  will  be  formed. 
In  proportion  to  the  repetition  of  these  attacks,  as  well  as  th# 
duration  of  each,  is  the  enlargement  of  the  limb ;  so  that  limbi 
of  an  enormous  size,  from  this  cause,  are  not  unfrequently  seen, 
which,  except  the  ulceration  in  which  they  have  originatea,  have 
all  the  appearance  of  the  Barbadoes  or  glandular  disease  of  Dr  • 
Hcndy.  *'  Now,  as  mercury  could  have  no  share  in  the  produi* 
tion  of  it,  this  ulceration  must  have  had  a  different  source;  at 
though  its  nature  m^iy  probably  be  the  same  as  the  mercurial-^ 
that  is,  a  latent  constitutional  disease  brought  into  action  by  ail 
irritant.  The  affinity  of  this  ulceration  to  Elcosis  herpeticat 
(Sauvnges,  Tom.  IL  610.),  is  evident  indeed  ;  but  there  are  se- 
veral discriminating  features  which  manifest  their  want  of  identity* 
Thus,  the  surface  of  the  ulcer  before  us  is  always,  whether  so^ 
pevficial  or  penetrating,  of  a  bright  red  colour,  and  always  with- 
out  any  collection  of  ntatter  of  any  description.  Thus,  too,  when 
the  uieeration  extends  itself,  no  sloughing  of  morbid  porticHii 
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has  been  observed,  i)otw;|thstanding  the  surprising  manner  iA 
which  the  extension  takes  place ;  thus  the  sound  and  the  ulcere 
ated  surface  dther  imperceptibly  unite,  or  the  edges  of  the. for-; 
iner  look  sharp  and  florid,  and,  as  in  the  **.  mercurial  ulcer,  '*  seem, 
divided  by  a  knife,  and  this,  whether  the  ulceration  extends  or 
contracts,  which  it  will  do  in  a  very,  astonishing  and  rapid  man-( 
»er.  With  the  herpes  serpigo,  a  very  common,  obstinate,  and 
often  distressing  disease  within  the  tropics,  and  ail  the  othec 
ipecies  of  herpes,  it  has  nq  other  afHnity  but  its  divergent  and 
creeping  quality:  in  every  other  respect  it  differs  from  them.> 
In  snort  there  is  an  identity  only  between  it  and  the  mercurial 
ulcer;  and  yet  we  can  account  for  this  in  no  oth^rwaj,  that  I: 
am  aware  or,  than  by  supposing,  as  I  have  already  observed,  a 
latent  constitutional  disease,  wnich  in  both  cases  is  brought  ta 
light  by  irritation. 

The  nature  of  speculative  pathology  is,  too  inconclusive,  ia 
found  any  induction  of  causes  of  tliis  identity  on ;  for  those  very 
causes  must  themselves,  he  necessarily  conjectural*  X  therefore, 
forbear  to  propose  those  which  a  long  residence  in,  and  a  closer, 
observation  of  the  effects  of  the  tropical  climate,  have  suggestedf 
to  my  mind.  It  will  fulfil  the  objects  of  medical  science  better^ 
perhaps,  to  rest  satisfied  with  the  facts,  that  the  same  phenome^ 
Ba  may  be  produced  by  apparently  different  agents;  that  is,  that 
different  irritants  stimulating  the  glandular  system  of  the  human 
body,  probably  in  a  manner  precisely  similar,  that  system  .6ufier» 
conformably,  as  appears  by  the  efiect  being  alike :  and  that  it 
seems  reasonable  to  conclude,  that  those  irritants  could  not  pro* 
duce  sjich  effisct,  and  such  phenomena,  had  there  not  been  a  pre^ 
existent  disease  in  the  system,  whose  seminia  have  been  thus  eX'n 
cited  into  a  state  of  activity  by  their  stimulus.  It  is  on  tliia 
principle  alone,  I  presume,  that  the  "  mercurial  disease  "  can  re- 
ceive the  designation  of.  specific.  (Mathias,  p.  40,  72,  194).  It 
is  an  irritant,  exciting  the  peculiar  action  of  a  specific  latent  dis^ 
ease.  One  of  the  most  acute  observers  of  the  phenomena  of 
disease,  has  applied  this  remark  to  scrofula.  He  tells  us,  the 
disease  may  exist  in  a  latent  state  in  the  system,  **  a  pueritia 
usque  ad  senectam  aetatem, "  and  yet  the  person  live  with  com* 
fort,  if  nothing  occurs  to  render  it  active ;  but  let  the  slight*. 
est  cold,  (a  minimo  percepto  frigore),  and  indeed,  scrofulous 
babits  are  particularly  susceptible  of  it,  (cui  etiam  praeter  caeteros. 
obnoxii  sunt),  for  instance,  be  applied,  and  instantly  all  its  fea*. 
tores  become  obvious ;  fever  and  all  its  concomitants  are  pro* 
duced,  and  finally  terminate  in  incurable  phthisis.  In  such  a> 
case,  cold  acts  precisely  as  mercury  does  in  the  mercurial  di&? 
ease,  or  perhaps  hyperoxygenation,  in  the  ulcer  described  of 
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the  West  Indies.  The  sanre  judicious,  ^nd. accurate  physician» 
makes  another  most  important  observation,  which  is  amply  jus- 
tified by  experience,  and  which  strebgthens  the  proposition  I 
am  contending  for,  viz.  when  the  sc^iiilous  diathesis  has  been 
bfonght  to  light,  and  has  been  subdued  by  suitable  treatment, 
then  the  subject  of  it  will  ever  aft^r  enjoy  a  more  perfect  healtli 
tlian  at  any  preceding  period.  But  not  unfrequently  the  tu- 
mult, in  cases  of  scrofulous  idiosyncrasy,  when  irritants  are  in- 
troduced into  the  system  for  purposes  very  opposite,  is  most 
dreadfully  alarming.  There  is  no  doubtj  as  Morton  observes, 
the  scromlous  diathesis  may  remain  latent  and  quiet  in  the 
system,  during  the  whole  lifetime  of  the  person  in  whom  it  ex- 
ists ;  but  let  it  be  roused  by  stimulation,  and  the  effects  may 
prove  fatal.  Several  instances  of  this,  happily  with  curative  re- 
Bult,  have  occurred  to  me  within  the  last  two.  years,  of  which, 
hbwever,  a  detail  here  would  be  altogether  irrelevant. .  It  may 
not  be  out  of  place,  to  observe,  that,  in  such  cases,  the  deter- 
mination of  blood  to  the  brain  is  the  most  prominent  and  most 
distressing  symptom,  and  that  saturation  of  the  system  with 
mercury  is  the  remedy  most  to  be  relied  on,  or  rather,  which 
alone  proved  efTeciual  in  restoring  the  balance  of  the  system. 
As  this  declaration  may  be  deemed  extraordinary,  and  as  such 
a  mode  of  curative  treatment  is  certainly  no  part  of  the  routine 
practice  in  such  cases,  I  may  take  leave  to  be  a  litde  more  par- 
iiculftf.  A  gentleman  thus  circumstanced,  that  is,  who  had 
laboured  under  a  scrofulous  diathesis  all  his  life,  which  occap- 
fiionaliy,  during  many  years  residence  in  the  East  Indies,  show- 
ed itself  in  extremely  loathsome  eruptions,  but  which  gradually 
subsided,  by  leaving  nature  undisturbed,  only  aided  by  the  cli- 
mate, perceived,  some  time  after  his  return  to  England,  the  pre- 
cursory symptoms  of  an  attack  of  this  kind,  about  a  time  when 
he  was  on  the  eve  of  marriage.  Anxious  to  prevent  the  erup- 
tion of  tiie  disease,  he  employed  some  irritating  means,  the  par- 
ticular nature  of  which  1  am  not  acquainted  with.  The  erup- 
tion was  prevented,  but  a  train  of  symptoms  of  the  most  distress- 
ing and  melancholy  nature  immediately  ensued.  Determina- 
tion of  blood  to  the  brain  was  the  more  immediate  consequence.; 
apoplexy  soon  followed,  which  not  terminating  fatally,  he  fell 
into  a  stale  of  amentia,  or  imbecility  and  unconsciousness.  He 
alowly  recovered  by  freedom  in  bleeding  and  purging,  and  mer- 
curiiU  ptyalism.  A  case  of  latent  scrofulous  diathesis,  in  which 
the  same  train  of  phenomena  was  excited  by  cold,  hasverj'  lately 
occurred  to  me  in  a  young  woman  of  seventeen.  In  this,  supers 
added  to^  and  alteiaiating  with  amentia,  there  was  complete  cata- 
j^psy.    Topii^al  and  general  bleeding,  assidupus  attentipn  to  iba 
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bowels,  and  above.  aH  ptyalism  brought  on  by  mercurial  frlctionsy 
restored  her  atthe  end  of  near  four  months  to  a  tolerable  state 
of  health.  In  the  first  volume  of  the  American  and  Philosophi-* 
cal  Register,  published  at  New  York,.  I  have  given  a  very  sin- 

Sular  instance  of  constitutional  scrofula,  assuming  periodically 
le  pustular  or  more  properly  the  btdlqted  form,  excited  remote- 
ly by  the  injudicious  employment  of  mercury,  and  immediately 
by  the  irritation  of  cold.  This  case  seems  very  much  in  point,  as 
it  gives  a  very  satisfactory  view  of  the  latent  scrofulous  diathesis  ; 
the  agency  of  irritants,  more  especially  of  mercury,  in  hurry- 
ing it  into  form  and  activity  ;  the  variety  of  eruptive  character 
given  to  it  by  that  agency ;  and  the  complete  efficacy  of  the  most 
appropriate  tonic,  arsenic,  in  such  cases.  This  naturally  leads 
to  the  consideration  of  the  erupiivej^form  of  the  disease,  sup- 
posed to  proceed  exclusively  also  from  the  irritation  of  mercu-- 
ry,  viz.  what  has  been  called  erythema  mercuriale,  eczema  mer«> 
curiale,  mercurial  lepra,  and  hydrargyria. 

It  is  obvious  to  remark,  that  if  the  same  phenomena  are  pro- 
duced by  other  agents,  it  will  necessarily  follow,  that  they  can-* 
not  be  deemed  the  exclusive  offspring  of  mercury.  The  case  is- 
^e  same  as  the  former,  only  the  form  of  the  disease  is  c^ianged.' 
In  the  one,  we  have  seen  it  (s  ulcerous,  in  the  other  it  ispapidous; 
in  both  it  is  eruptive,  in  both  it  is  the  effect  of  the  stimulus  of 
an  irritant  bringing  into  a  state  of  activity  a  latent  disease,  or. 
a  constitutional  morbid  diathesis,  which,  if  undisturbed,  might 
never  molest  the  subject  of  it  If  it  be  asked,  why  the  same  sti- 
muli will  in  one  case  produce  ulceration,  and  in  another  erup- 
tion of  minute  pustules,  whilst  in  botli  the  quality  or  nature  of 
the  diathesis  on  which  they  thus  act  is  the  same  ?  I  confess  my- 
ignorance :  I  cannot  give  a  satisfactory  answer.  Like  many 
other  phenomena  in  nature,  we  are  conscious  of  their  existence, 
but  are  altogether  incapable  of  accounting  for  that  existence.' 
Let  us  rest  satisfied  with  the  fact,  and  iq  that  I  now  proceed. 

The  case  of  erythema,  detailed  by  Dr  Rutter,  (Edinburgh 
Medical  and  SurgicalJournai,  Vol.  V.  143.),  is  one  in  which  the 
irritant  was  cold,  and  of  which  the  phenomena  were,  those 
which  are  said  by  other  writers  to  be  peculiar  to  mercurial  irri- 
tation. This  is  a  very  important,  and  a  very  instructive  case, 
and  is  illustrative  of  Dr  Morton's  remark  on  latent  scrofula, 
already  quoted,  as  well  as  of  the  principle,  that  Uiere  are  other 
irritants  besides  mercury,  which  are  capable  of  excising,  and  ac« 
tually  do  excite  the  disease,  in  all  its  forms  and  violence. 
.  There  is  also  a  very  instructive  case  of  Erythema,  unconnect- 
ed with  mercurial  action,  published  by  Dr  Marcet  of  London,  in 
the  tid  volume  of  the  Medico- Chirurgical  Transactions.    The 
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subject  of  this  case  was  a  gentleman  of  about  30  years  o(  age. 
The  complaint  recurred  at  nregular  periods  from  the  age  of  16. 
It  seems,  therefore,  to  be  constitutional,  and  not  dissimilar  ta 
the  case  of  a  gentleman  from  India  I  have  generally  stated  in' 
^e  preceding  pages,  before  his  return  to  England.  In  its  mode 
of  attack,  it  is  not  unlike  the  case  of  scrophula  periodica  I  have- 
referr^  to  (see  Ut  vol.  MeiHcal  and  Philosophical  Register  of 
New-York;  p.  45 1  .]C  Every  part  of  the  body  in  Dr  Marcet's  case^ 
was  fiflfected,  in  the  most  severe  paroxysms  of  the  disease ;  but 
in  general,  the  hands,  feet,  ears,  and  lips,  were  the  parts  mostly 
affected.  The  fit  was  preceded  by  a  twinging  sensation  at  the 
pit  of  the  stomach  ;  but  without  nausea,  fever,  or  even  loss  of 
appetite.  On  the  second  and  third  day,  a  vesicular  eruption,  ex?^ 
tremely  minute,  broke  out  |  when  the  swelling  abated,  the  cuti- 
cle began  to  crack,  and  to  rise  in  patches,  discovering  an  inilam- 
,ed  surface^  superficially  ulcerated,  and  discharcjing  ofiensive  mat- 
ter. In  a  day  or  two  after,  the  cuticle  fell  off  in  large  patch  es, 
like  the  outer  bark  of  the  plane'  tree  when  casting  its  bark.  .  In 
about  three  weeks  the  disease  disappeared.  The  most  remark- 
able circumstance  is  the  disease  having  been  in  this  instance  apy- 
xexious,  and  its  attacking  two  or  three  times  in  the  year  apparently 
without  cause.  In  the  attack  which  UrMarcet  chiefly  witnessed, 
the  disease  **  was  preceded  by,  and  obviously  connected  with  the 
patient's  having  been  exposed  to  a  severe  shower  of  rain.*'  The 
patient  had  been  free  from  the  disease  for  two  years  previous  to 
diis  last  attack  in  May  1810.  Upon  the  whole,  it  is  evident,  I 
think,  from  the  history  of  the  caSe,  that  the  disease  was  a  con^ 
atitutional  one,  I  imagine  scrofulous,  and  excited  into  the  erup- 
tive state  by  irritants,  chiefly  cold. 

•  Only  a  few  cases  have  occurred  to  myself,  more  immediately 
illustrative  of  this  subject,  but  they  may  perhaps  be  deemed  sa- 
tisfactory. 

In  the  month  of  September  18)0,  an  eminent  merchant  oi 
London,  being  on  a  visit  to  Clifton,  consulted  me  for  some  slight 
catarrhal  complaints.  Before  I  prescribed  for  him,  he  told  me 
his  constitution  was  a  very  singular  one,  for  that  at  two  preced- 
ing periods  of  his  life,  some  years  distant  from  each  other,  a  few 
grains  of  calomel  had  been  given  to  him  with  very  extraordinary 
Effect.  lie  described  his  situation  cm  those  occasions  as  particu- 
larly distressing.  His  whole  body  swelled,  and  the  skin  became 
bright  red,  and  soon  after  an  eruption  of  minute  pustules  broke 
out.  His  pulse  was  upwards  of  120;  delirium  came  on ;  and 
a  fetid  discbarge  from  the  eruption.  The  whole  lasted  near 
three  weeks,  ana  then  terminated  in  complete  denudation  of  the 
cutis.  He  did  not  recover  from  either  of  these  attacks,  he  added^ 
far  more  than^  two  months,  during  the  whole  of  which  tim^  hfit 
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mind  suJfered  .dreadfelly  from  depression,  which  he  could  attri- 
bute to  nothing  But  the  disease.  He  unfortunately,  in  this  de^ 
tail,  forgot  to  inform  me  that  he  had  had  a  third  attack,  equally 
violent,  from  the  use  of  antimony.  This  I  learnt  from  him  after 
the  mischief  was  done.  I  directed,  from  his  present  catarrhal 
complaints,  a  gentle  diaphoretic,  the  principal  ingredient  in  which 
was  antimony.  On  the  following  morning  I  was  sent  for  in  great 
haste,  to  see  my  patient,  who  was  said  to  be  dangerously  iU.  He 
had  taken  the  diaphoretic,  but  no  perspiration  resulted  from  it. 
I  found  his  whole  body  as  red  as  a  boiled  lobster  j  an  universal 
eruption  of  very  minute  but  distinct  papulae  broke  out  j  his  limbp, 
particularly  the  thighs  and  face,  swelled  considerably,  and  were, 
of  a  pungent  heat;  his  pulse  was  110;  his  eyos  intolerant  of 
Kght ;  and  not  a  particle  of  moisture  could  be  perceived  any- 
where on  the  sHin  5  his  mind  became  excessively  depressed,  so  as 
to  occasion  a  plentiful  flow  of  tears,  and  expressions  of  alarn^ 
and  despondency.  Purgatives,,  and  cold  infusion  of  bark,  acidu- 
lated with  the  vitriolic  acid,  removed  the  most  distressing  symp- 
toms in  about  t«i  days,  when  he  was  enabled,  with  some  diffi- 
culty, to  attempt  a  journey  to  London.  I  had  a  letter  from  him 
sometime  after,  in  which  he  transmitted  to  me  a  portion  of  the 
exfoliated  cuticle,  like  gold-beaters'  leaf;  and  informed  me  that  in 
the  progress  of  his  recovery  his  whole  body  suffered  complete 
cxfoKation  of  the  cuticle,  leaving  the  surface  red,  tender,  and  for 
*a  long  time  intolerably  itchy.  Perseverance  in  the  same  means 
at  length  restored  him  to  health.  I  recommended  a  course  of 
muriate  of  lime,  and  a  strict  adherence  to  a  diet  of  animal  food. 
He  has  continued  well  ever  since.  He  has  not,  however,  I  be- 
lieve, subjected  himself  to  the  test  of  an  irritant. 

In  another  case  which  occurred  in  the  month  of  October  1811, 
the  stimulant  or  exciting  cause  was  opium.  The  patient,  a  young 
woman  of  about  26,  of  a  remarkably  sallow  complexion,  rather 
deUcate  form,  and  subject  to  a  discharge  of  a  very  fetid  nature 
from  behind  the  ears,  complained  of  excruciating  pain  in  the 
right  temple,  unattended  with  any  symptom  of  inflammatory  af- 
fection, and  which  she  herself  attributed  to  cold.  Observing  no- 
thing which  could  lead  to  any  other  conclusion  than  that  she  la« 
boured  under  some  degree  of  rheumatism  in  the  temporal  muscle^ 
I  directed  her  to  keep  her  head  warm,  and  to  take  a  powder 
composed  of  pulv.  ipecac,  comp.  gr.  v.  and  camphor  gr.iij  twice 
or  thrice  in  the  day,  with  a  mild  aperient  occasionally.  The 
second  day  after  she  began  the  use  of  this  medicnie,  her  face 
swelled  enormously,  and  a  papular  eruption  appeared  on  its  sur- 
,i^ce*  The  following  day  this  extended  to  the  neck,  breast,  back 
and  arms.     The  n^t  day  (4th  from  taking  the  mediciiii^}  Ux 
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whole  body  was  sw^jlled,  red,  and  covered  with  ffie  same 
eruption.  The  papulae  were  lymphatic  at  first ;  but  soon  drying, 
thev  became  scabs,  very  ofFensive'in  colour  and  odour ;  under  the 
scabs  or  eschars  fetid  matter  accumulated,  which  throwing  off 
the  eschars,  formed  disagreeable  and  troublesome  Kttle  ulcers.' 
Fresh  crops  of  papulss  daily  took  place,  so  that  the  distress  of  the 
patient  became  excessive ;  for  joined  to  the  actual  pain  she  suf- 
fered from  inflammatory  distension,  the  very  offensive  discharge 
from  the  surface,  the  want  of  sleep  at  night,  the  thirst,  and  other 
symptoms  of  febrile  action  (pulse  generally  120),  her  mind  be- 
came a  prey  to  despondency.  Aa  in  the  former  case,  by  means* 
of  purgatives  and  infusion  of  bark  acidulated,  with  embrocations 
of  the  linimentum  aquae  calcis.  Ph.  Ed.  which  had  a  most  sooth- 
ing effect,  she  recovered.  But  there  is  a  circumstance  of  inte- 
resting import  in^  this  case  which  must  not  be  neglected.  About 
the  9th  day  of  her  illness^  the  patient  had  taken,  with  a  view  to 
ease  the  pain  and  promote  sleep,  a  draught  at  night,  in  which 
were  twenty-five  drops  of  tinct.  opii.  The  efiect  was  preci^ly 
similar  to  the  first  attack  brought  on  by  the  compqund  powder 
of  ipecacuanha.  She  felt  the  whole  surface  of  her  body  as 
it  were  on  fire  (fervida  eruptio) ;  a  considerable  fresh  erupdon^ 
took  place,  with  swelling  of  the  face,  more  especially,  to  such  a 
degree  as  almost  to  close  up  her  eyes.  A  purgative  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning  gave  her  almost  instant  relief.  It  was  not  until 
the  end  of  November,  or  nearly  two  months  from  the  first  at- 
tack, she  wqs  completely  restored  to  health. 

A  third  case  occurred  soon  afler^  the  symptoms  of  which  were 
milder,  but  equally  well  marked.  A  gentlenlan  about  4Q  was  seized 
with  synochus,  in  a  form  by  no  means  severe.  After  the  usual 
evacuations,  he  took  a  powder  composed  partly  of  the  pulvis  an- 
timonialis.  In  the  course  of  the  following  night,  his  body  be- 
came excessively  red,  a  swelling  ensued,  and  an  eruption  of  a 
papulas  was  soon  after  thrown  out.  Without  paying  much  at- 
tention to  these  symptoms,  I  treated  the  disease  as  mild  synochus, 
and  he  soon  recovered.  But  a  very  general  exfoliation  of  the 
cuticle  took  place ;  and,  fbr  a  length  of  time,  such  a  depression  of 
mind,  and  such  a  degree  of  debility  were  superinduced,  as  could 
not  be^accounted  for  as  the  effect  of  the  original  disease.  * 

*  The  following  is  a  Teiy  singular  instance  of  the  ^'cacy  of  stimulus,  even  of  a 
tery  violent  nature,  in  removing  o6structioUs  in  the  lymphatic  systeni,  and  giving  *' 
|>ropcr  direction  to  the  accumulated  fluid  to  the  emUnctorieS  prepared  for  its  dis- 
charge from  the  body.  It  is  not  indeed  immediately  illustrative  of  the  subject  of  tbi& 
paper,  but  it  may  be  considered  as  bearing  an  affinity  to  it ;  and  as  an  object  of  cua 
riosity  and  utility,  I  trust  it  may  prove  acceptable.  The  accident  happened  to  a  v^^ 
Respectable  and  valued  friend,  who  very  lately  favouied  me  with  the  following  \erp 
ourious  and  interesting,  narrative ; 
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I  shall  close  this  part  of  my  paper  with  a  few  obs3rvations  oii 
the  nomenclature  of  the  diseases  which  are  the  subject  of  it. 


"  Dear  Sir,  Clifton,  6th  May  1812. 

"As  you  have  expressed  a  wish  to  know  the  particulars  of  my  re* 
Covery  from  a  dropsical  complaint,  I  shall  relate  the  circumstances^ 
as  distinctly  as  I  can  recollect.  It  is  unnecessary  to  itiention  the  ori« 
gin  or  progress  of  this  complaint,  further  than  that  I  came  home  from 
the  West  Indies  in  the  autumn  of  1787,  caught  a  cold  on  my  journey 
down  to  Scotland,  and  soon  after  got  into  very  bad  health.  Findii^ 
I  received  no  benefit  from  the  Edinburgh  medical  gentlemen  I  con-* 
suited,  by  their  advice  I  went  to  Bath  in  April  1789>  in  a  very  weak 
state;  and  immediately  on  beginning  the  use  of  the  water,  my  legs  be* 
gan  to  swell)  which,  for  six  or  seven  weeks  I  remained  there,  gra- 
dually increased.  From  Bath  I  went  to  Tunbridge,  and  from  thence 
to  London;  the  swelling  still  increasing,  and  the  belly  much  distend* 
ed.  In  October  I  was  tapped,  and  two  gallons  of  water  were  takea 
from  me.  I  then  began  the  use  of  mercury,  both  by  rubbing  an4 
taking  inwardly,  with  frequent  dozes  of  rhubarb  and  cream  of  tar- 
tar; but  notwithstanding  these,  I  swelled  nearly  as  large  as  before 
when  it  was  again  proposed  to  tap  me;  but  I  would  not  agree  to  it» 
having  a  wish  to  send  the  water  in  ttS'right  course.  In  March  179U 
I  went  down  to  Teignmouth  in  Devonshire,  where  I  lived  for  some 
time,  but  receiving  no  benefit.  Here  I  was  in  the  habit  of  riding  on 
horseback  daily,  although  not  able  either  to  mount  or  dismount  with^ 
out  assistance.  One  day  I  had  been  set  on  horseback,  as  usual,  and 
proceeding  along  the  hard  beach,  when  something  made  my  hors6 
start,  and  losing  my  balance,  I  fell  on  the  hard  sand  just  on  my  rump* 
You  may  believe  I  was  a  good  deal  stunned ;  in  fact  I  was  rendered 
insensible  by  the  shock  and  blow;  but,  in  a  few  minutes,  recovered  so 
far  as,  with  the  assistance  of  my  servant,  to  crawl  home,  about  two 
hundred  yards  distant.  I  felt  so  much  pain  from  the  contusion  on 
my  rump,  I  was  obliged  to  go  to  bed.  I  was  very  hot,  and  I  believe 
feverish  for  some  time  after  going  to  bed,  till,  in  the  course  of  the 
night,  a  profuse  perspiration  relieved  me,  and  I  felt  as  usual  in  the 
morning,  only  my  rump  very  painful,  and  it  continued  so  as  I  could 
not  sit  for  a  week  with  any  ease.  I  had  not  perspired  for  months  till 
^ts  accident  happened ;  but  for  some  time  after  I  had  abundant  per^ 
tpirations  every  night.  About  ten  days  after  the  accident,  I  got  free 
from  the  pain,  and  felt  better  every  way,  I  now  set  out  for  Plymouth, 
and  after  travelling  a  few  miles,  I  was  obliged  to  get  out  of  the  car^ 
riage  to  make  water,  and  discharged  a  large  quantity  of  almost  milk-* 
coloured  urine,  which  was  the  first  unequivocal,  I  may  say  indeed  the 
first  symptom,  of  the  water  passing  off  in  tlie  right  course,  I  had  per- 
ceived, I  may  say,  for  years.  From  Plymouth,  I  came  to  Bristol,  and 
thence  proceeded  to  London,  having  daily  frequent  and  large  dis- 
charges by  urine  and  perspiration,  and  continuing  to  make  use  of 
mercury  with  rhubarb  and  cream  of  tartar  as  before.     From  the  mo^ 
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With  respect  to  the  ulceration,  I  can  perceive  no  just  reason  for 
t,hc  exclusive  appellation  "  mercurial  disease  "  to  it,  seeing  there 
IS  cause  for  believing  that  mercury  is  .not  the  only  irritant  capa- 
ble of  producing  it.  1  feel  rather  disposed  to  employ  the  word 
JElcosis  with  the  adjunct  Erithhtica^  which  indeed  is  almost  the 
epithet  given  to  it  by  Mr  Mathias^  omitting  the  word  mercurial, 
for  it  is  an  ulceration  from  irritation.  Now  as  to  the  erupt  ioo^ 
the  werds  Etythema  and  Eczema^  singly,  do  not  by  any  means 
geem  e^cpressiVe  of  the  whole  character  of  the  eruption.  It  par- 
lakes  of  both,  and  cannot,  with  any  appropriation  of  sense,  be 
designated  by  one  only.  Eczema  certainly,  of  the  two  words, 
gives  the  most  significant  idea  of  the  disease;  but  it  does  so  only 
as  to  the  mode  of  eruptionr  The  eruption  is  red,  but  so  are 
many  others.  The  eruption  is  wonderfully  rapid,  fervid,  of  a 
burning  heat,  and  intolerable  itchiness;  but  an  eruptive  disease 
may  be  so,  and  yet  be  destitute  of  a  red  colour:  An  union  of  the 
two,  therefore,  seems  to  give  the  most  complete  and  definite  idea 
of  the  disease,  if  the  appellative  common  to  the  eruptive  and  ul- 
cerous forms  of  the  disease  is  added.  Thus  the  ulceration  may 
be  denominated  Elcosis  cril/iistica,  and  its  species  or  varieties  de- 
signated by  the  name  of  the  irritant  pecuSar  to  each;,  mercurialise 
hyperoxygenosa  or  intertropica,  a  veneno,  &c.  And  thus  too 
tne  eruption  may  be  distinguished,  eczema^  aeuthrotiy  erethisti* 
cum^  and  its  species  or  varieties,  mercuriale^  antimoniale,  ex 
opio,  e  camphora,  a  veneno,  a  frigore,  &c.  My  view,  in  thus  at- 
tempting to  define  these  two  diseases  by  a  characteristic  nomen- 
clature, is  most  fully  expressed  by  the  very  ingenious  and  learned 
critic  on  the  "  Hydrargyria  of  Dr  Alley. "  "  The  appropria- 
tion of  the  term  eczema  to  the  profuse  eruptron  of  minute  vesicles 
originating  from  irritants,  and  not  the  result  of  previous  fever, 
according  to  Dr  Willan's  method,  seems  to  be  convenient  and  ad- 
vantanjeous.  It  is  convieniciTt,  because  it  expresses  to  the  learned 
isomething  of  the  nature  of  the  eruption;*  and  it  is  advantageous, 
in  a  systematic  view,  because  it  comprehends  several  varieties  of 


incnt  this  change  took  place, — in  consequence^  I  have  every  reason  t<r 
think,  of  the  accident  at  Teignmouth,  for  no  change  whatever  had 
Seen  made  in  the  medicines  I  took  after  from  those  I  took  before  itr-*> 
J  got  better  daily,  the  swelling  decreasing  daily  and  gradually.  I  re- 
turned to  Scotland  in  ^une,  and  soon  after  got  free  from  all  complaintr 
except  the  swelling  rn  my  legs,  which  continued  for  some  months.*— 
In  the  month  of  October  I  sailed  from  London  for  Cadi/.,  and  speat 
the  winter  in  that  part  of  Spain,  which  confirmed  my  health  conv 
pletely ;  and  I  have  never  since  had  any  appearance  or  threatening  of 
the  complaint.    I  am,  &c.  '  X  H*** 

•'  Dr  Chisholm,  BristoL  "' 
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the  same  sort  of  eruption,  resultiog  from  different  exciting 
causes. " — (Ed.  Med«  and  Surg.  Journ*  Jan.  1812.  p.  102.) 

Having  been  Ied»  in  the  course  of  the  foregoing  discussion,  to 
take  a  near,  and,  I  trust,  an  unprejudiced  review  pf  my  own  prac- 
tice and  experience,  for  a  great  many  yearsi  in  the  use  of^  mercu-> 
ry,  I  cannot  quit  the  subject,  without  expressing  my  sincere  re- 
gret, that  some  physicians,  who  have  long  and  justly  maintain- 
ed a  high  rank  in  the  medical  world,  have  of  late  indulged  in 
invective  against  the  use  of  mercury.     This,  it  is  evident,  is  ill-« 
judged,  whatever  the  motive  may  be.     I  am  free  to  say,  how- 
ever, that  it  is  the  duty  of  all  liberal-minded  physicians,  aiid  in-< 
deed  of  all  good  men,  to  check  such  eifusionsj  when  their  ten-* 
dency,  as  in  the  present  instance,  is  to  injure  medical  practice, 
by  creating  unfounded  and  unjust  prejudices  against  one  of  its 
most  valuable  and  active  agents ;  and,  in  general,  to  discount 
tenance  all  those  remarks  on  important  practical  points  of  medi** 
cine,  which  hav6  n6t  at  least  for  their  basis,  purity  of  motive^ 
and  rectitude  of  intention.     Happily  for  mankind,  mdeed,  re^ 
m^ks  sent  into  the  world  on  any  other  basis,  generally  beal:^ 
within  themselves  their  own  refutation^  however  imposing  th^ 
authority  may  be  by  which  they  are  promulgated  and  support-^ 
ed«     Far  be  it  from  me  to  attribute  them  to  any  sinistel:  view  ^ 
but  assertions,  such  as,  that  mercury  is  injurious  in  European  he- 
patitis; pernicious  when  febrile  excitement  is  present  j  some- 
times fatal  in  syphilis ; — ^that  it  appears  to  destroy  the  energy  of 
the  nervous  system,  producing  weakness,  tremors,  palsies,  fa- 
tuity, and  mania  ;^  that  it  induces  gangrene^  and,  in  short,  that 
tio  part  of  the  human  body  is  exempt  from  its  deleterious  action  i 
the  liberal  and  truli/  experienced  (see  Zimmerman)  physician,  will 
reject,  as  proving  too  much.    For  my  own  part,  I  can,  with  the 
most  precise  regard  to  truth,  say,  that  my  own  experience  in  the 
use  of  mercury,  and  I  believe  few  have  used  it  with  more  freedom^ 
goes  to  the  establishment  of  a  doctrine  the  very  opposite.     Thtf 
mercury  may  do  mischief,  when  injudiciously  or  indiscreetly  em- 
ployed, is  a  proposition  which  experience  of  the  most  decided 
nature  proves  the  truth  of)  but  I  must  repeat,  that  the  unqua- 
lified assertion,  that  in  all  cases  (and  the  invectives  seem  to  em* 
brace  all)^  wherein  it  is.  administered,  its  tendency  is  materially 
to  injure  or  to  destroy  Ufe^  is  neither  prdved  by  experience,  nor 
warranted  by  any  rational  principle  of  theory  $  but  I  mean  not 
to  ^perse,  nov  to  individuate,  when  I  say,  it  may  generally  be 
<x>iisidered  as  the  result  of  an  indolent  and  negligent  pathology^ 
as  connected  with  climate  more  especially;  or  of  unreasonable 
or  pernicious  prejudice.      The  immense  advantages  accruing;. 
from  a  spirited  and  judicious  employment  of  mercury  in  all  couiv* 

u2 
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tries,  dud  climatest  during  the  last  twenty  or  thirty  years,  in  the 
diseases  to  which  it  is  applicable,  are  so  very  generally  known 
aAd  admitted,  that  a  refutation  of  such  vague  assertions  as  those 
which  have  been  made  in  some  late  publications  wodd  seem  un? 
taecessary,  did  not  anthoritics,  certainly  very  respectable,  and  to^ 
liehich  many  of  the  profession  have  been  accustomed  to  give  up 
their  judgment^  seem  to  sanction  them.  Except  in  as  much  8» 
the  public  good  h  concemed,  I  feel  myself  perfectly  upheld  ift 
declaring — 

Quse  cuique  est  fortuna  hodie  quam  quisque  secat  spera^ 
Tros  Rutulusque  fuat>  nullo  discrimine  habebo-* 

Btisiol^  ^OthMa^  1812. 
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'  There  is  a  pass^  in  Dr  William  Saunders's  ^^  Observationf 
on  the  prevalent  Use  of  Mercury  in  the  Diseases  of  this  CouO" 
try, "  which,  to  a  person  ignorant  of  the  real  state  of  the  quesdoiv 
would  necessarily  liead  to  very  erroneous  conclusions.  *^  It  does 
not  appear,  says  he,  that  if  we  except  the  hepatic  diseases  of  In- 
dia, the  mortality  of  the  endemic  fevers  of  other  countries  has  beet 
diminished  by  extending  the  use  of  mercury,  except  as  uniting 
mercury  with  other  purgatives, "  (p.  ^0  And  as  a  proof  of  thisr 
he  quotes  a  passage  from  my  essay  on  the  malignant  pestilential 
fever,  giving  only  the  simple  fact,  without' searcmng  for  the  expla^ 
nation,  which  a  very  little  trouble  would  have  presented  him  with- 
Dr  Saunders,  in  usins:  this  fact  as  a  proof  of  the  correctness  of 
this  remark,  seems  to  have  forgot  altogether  that  the  fever  in  this 
instance  was  not  '^  endemie^*  but pestileniialf  and  the  product  (ff 
imported  infection.  The  relevancy  of  his  proposition  is  therefore 
lost,  as  far  as  ft  relates  to  the  malignant  pestilential  fever.  The 
passage  in  the  essay  properly  stan<&  thusj  (p.  96  of  the  first,  and 
vol.  1.  p.  132,  2ded.)  **  Of  84^  people  belonging  to  the  Ordnance 
department  at  that  time  (179S),  about  56  were  seized  with  the 
disease  (M.  P.  fever),  before  the  Ist  of  July;  and  of  tliese,  fivedi^ 
ed ;  a  trifling  mortality,  considering  the  nature  of  the  complaint 
All  these  men,  however,  had  been  about  three  years  in  the  coun- 
try, and  consequently  suffered  less  from  the  disease  than  about  27 
recruits  who  joined  the  artillery  in  July,  Of  26  of  these  unfor- 
tunate men  who  were  iiifectea,  21  died  before  the  middle  of 
August;  a  dreadful  instance  of  its- peculiar  tendency  to  prove 
fatal  to  strangers  to  the  climate.  '*  The  cause  of  this  reroarkaUci 
and,  indeed,  singular  instance  of  mortality  from  the  M.  P.  fevtfr 
besides  the  nuper  adventus  of  the  subjects  of  it,  appears  in 
f.  128.  of  lat  ed.  and  vol.  Ist.-p.  180  of  2d  ed.    <<  Mostothc^ 
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diseases  degenerated  into,  or  partook  very  much  of  the  nature 
of  this.  Dysenteries  suddenly  stopped,  and  were  immediately 
succeeded  by  symptoms  of  the  pestilential  fever.  A  remarkable 
instance  of  this  occurred  in  the  month  of  July  1 793.  About  the 
beginning  of  the  month,  27  recruits  joined  the  detachment  of 
royal  artulerv  in  this  island.  These  men  formed  part  of  the«r« 
tillery,  which,  with  other  troops  under  the  command  of  Major- 
General  Bruce,  landed  on  the  island  of  Martinico  about  the  mid* 
die  of  June.  During  the  three  dajs  they  remained  on  shore, 
they  were  encamped,  and  almost  the  whole  time  exposed  to  very 
heavy  rain.  Dysenteries  were  the  consequence ;  and  most  of 
them,  on  their  furrival  here,  were  immediately  admitted  into  the 
royal  artillery  hospital  ^  where,  at  that  time,  as  has  been  already 
observed,  there  were  many  cases  of  the  pestilential  fever.  The 
apparent  effect  of  the  medicines  they  took,  very  much  surprised 
me;  but  I  soon  found  that  the  original  disease  only  yielded  to 
one  more  powerful. ''  The  candid  and  Uberal  reader  will,  from 
these  extracts,  be  abfe  to  appreciate  the  value  of  the  Doctor's 
remarks  on  the  agency  of  mercury,  in  this  instance  at  least;  and 
when  we  consider  that  there  wassuperiiduced  (m  a  predisposition 
formed  of  sudden  and  extreme  change  of  climate,  exposure  dur* 
ing  three  days  encampment  in  the  torrid  zone,  to  heavy  rain, 
immediately  after  their  arrival  from  Europe,  and  its  consequence 
dysentery,  the  infection  of  a  most  virulent  and  exterminating 
pestilence,  can  we  be  astonished  that  even  the  most  powerful  re- 
medies should  fail  te  restore  them  to  healtli,  or  to  ajrrest  the  ra-« 
pid  progress  of  the  disease  to  death  ? 

Dr  launders  will,  I  trust,  forgive  the  freedom  I  use,  and  per- 
ceive that  my  only  view  is  to  eUdt  truth,  and  strip  it  of  misre-^ 
presentation.  Indeed,  the  many  truly  excellent  and  highly  im« 
portant  observations  on  the  structure,  functions,  and  diseases  of 
the  liver,  as  well  as  on  the  use  of  mercury  in.  the  cure  of  them, 
contained  in  the  original  and  principal  work  of  this  celebrated 
physician,  wear  so  much  the  appearance  of  inconsistency  with 
those  latter  remarks  on  the  use  of  mercury,  that  we  are  compeU 
led  to  contemplate  it  with  an  unpleasant  mixture  of  astonishment 
and  concern. 
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VIII. 

Obs&oatiofts  on  the  Cause  of  Death  from  *what  is  called  the  Wind 
of  a  Ball,    By  die  Rev.  Patrick  Forbes. 

SIR, — In  your  Number  for  January,  Mr  Eliis  gives  an  account 
of  several  curious  effects  produced  by  the  passage  of  a  cannon- 
ball  near  to  the  human  body,  which  he  is  disposed  to  attribute 
to  atmospherical  electricity,  accumulated  in  the  ball  during  its 
flight  through  the  air.    I  cannot,  for  many  reasons,  consider  this 
opinion  to  m  well  founded.     It  is  difficult  to  believe,  that  such  a 
quantity  of  the  electrical  fluid  as  is  necessary  to  deprive  a  man  of 
life,  could  be  accumulated  in  a  cannon-ball;  and  no  instance 
aeems  to  be  known  to  Mr  EUis  of  electrical  effects  being  produ- 
ced by  any  ball  on  things  devoid  of  life ;  for  what  he  says  of  me- 
tallic substances,  such  as  buttons  and  epaulets  being  torn  away 
nxiithout  acttuil  contact^  is  not  at  all  implied  in  Dr  Blane's  account, 
who  is  the  only  person  quoted  by  Mr  £.,  that  mentions  such  a 
circumstance.     Indeed  he  proposes  this  as  the  subject  of  future 
experiment.     If  the  effects  in  question  w^e  produced  by  elec- 
tricity, it  is  odd  that  parts  equally  necessary  to  life,  And  as  easily 
jnjured,  such  as  the  brain  and  stomach,  should  be  so  differently 
affected ;  **  the  wind  of  the  ball, "  in  the  one  case,  being  fatal, 
and,  in  the  other,  attended  only  in  general  widi  temporary  con- 
sequences.    Mr  ^.  seems  likewise  to  have  failed  very  completely 
jn  his  attempt  to  identify  caloric  and  electricity,  from  the  cir- 
cumstances of  both  having  the  power  of  inflaming  bodies,  and  of 
the  presence  of  oxygen  gas,  which  contains  caloric,  being  neces- 
sary to  the  production  of  electricity  in  the  common  electrifying 
znachines ;  for  these  will  appear  to  any  one  who  will  take  the 
trouble  to  examine  Mr  Ellis's  reasoning,  to  be  the  only  proofs 
which  he  ^dduceg  of  the  identity  of  these  two  substances,  or 
whatever  else  they  may  be  called.     On  this  identity,  it  is  to  be 
observed,  that  his  whole  theory  depends.     I  shall  not,  however, 
enter  on  the  particular  confutation  of  this  hypothesis,  which  I 
believe  will  make  few  converts,  and  would  not  probably  have 
been  adopted  by  Mr  £.  himself,  had  he  not  wished  to  support  a 
favourite  conclusion.     And  indeed,  I  must  remark,  that  were 
such  loose  analogies  accounted  proofs  of  identity,  natural  science 
>vould,  in  my  judgment,  revert  to  its  pristine  s^ate  before  the- 
^aj's  of  B^oij^ 
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In  opposition  to  Mr  Ellis's  opinion,  I  think  that  there  is  a  me* 
•chanical  cause  for  the  effects  produced  by  a  ball  passing  close  to 
the  human  body,  which  wil)  sufficiently  account  for  them.  This 
is  the  vacuum  produced  by  the  rapid  motion  of  the  ball  through 
the  air,  which  thougli  of  itself  partial,  yet  when  we  combmo 
with  it,  the  condensation  of  air  taking  pbce  immcdkately-before 
the  ball,  may,  i  suppose,  have  fully  the  «ame  effect  as  if  the  va* 
cuum  behind  it  were  complete.  Wiven  a  ball  dien  passes  dofie 
to  the  stonbach,  there  is,  in  the  ^rst  place,  a  great  addition  to  the 
pressure  on  that  viscus  from  the  condensaticm  of  die  atr :  As 
soon  as  the  baU  is  passed,  this  pressure,  with  a  great  part  of  that 
of  the  atmosphere,  is  taken  off;  the  consequence  of  which  is  SL 
•sudden  expansion  of  all  the  fluids  in  the  stomach  and  the  blood 
in  its  blood-vessels,  and  the  rupture  of  both.  The  rupture  of 
the  stomach  is  the  cause  of  death,  and  the  extrmvasation  of  the* 
4)lood,  of  the  black  appearance,  externally.  In  the  case  men«- 
tioned  of  the  false-ribs  being  fractured  and  death  following,  the 
same  explication  will  apply ;  some  viscus,  from  sudden  expansion 
of  its  contained  fluids,  has  burst  and  forced  the  ribs  outwards. 
The  case  of  the  thigh-bone  being  broken,  and  about  two  inches 
of  it  being  shivered  into  small  pieces,  appears  a  great  confirma* 
tion  of  this  mode  of  explaining  the  effects  produced,  and  is  very 
hostile  to  that  of  Mr  Ellis.  .  Had  the  accident  been  occasioned 
by  electricity,  the  thigh  ought  to  have  been  shivered  lengthwise 
by  the  passage  of  the  fluid  to  the  earth.  But  if  occasioned  by  a 
vacuum  suddenly  produced  on  the  one  side,  and  by  the  whole 
pressure  of  the  atmosphere  immediatdy  applied  on  the  other ; 
this  will  account  for  the  two  inches  bdng,  as  it  were,  broken  out 
from  the  femur ;  and  the  sht^ering  into  saiall  pieces  was  caused 
by  the  sudden  expansion  of  the  fluids  in  the  internal  and  vascu- 
lar ^mrt  of  the  bone. 

On  the  other  hand,  this  hypothesis  affords  an  explication  of 
the  reason  why  the  passage  of  a  ball,  close  to  the  head,  is  not  at- 
tended with  fatal  effects.  Every  one  who  has  seen  experiments 
with  the  air-pun^,  knoiys  the  resistance  which  &  spherical  forru 
df  vessels  opposes  to  <he  pressure  of  the  atmosphere.  In  like 
manner,  the  spherical  form  of  the  head  prevents  all  injury  to  the 
brain,  except  that  of  being  stunned,  which  -is  owing  to  tne  sud- 
den impulse  of  the  atmosphere  on  the  scull,  producing  the  same 
rffect  as  a  stroke.  The  blindness,  consequent  on  the  ball  passing 
before  the  eyes,  is  doubtless  owing  to  the  sudden  expansion  of 
the  humours,  by  the  pressure  of  the  atmosphere  being  removed; 
in  consequence  of  which  the  organization  of  the  part  may  be  so 
much  injured,  as  to  induce  a  degree  of  weakness  that  may  tei> 
jcainate  in  touU  loss  of  sight. 
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I  had  written  thus  far,  when  I  saw  Dr  Spence's  paper  in  the 
April  number  of  your  Journal,  who  seems  inclined  to  believ«^ 
that  the  accidents  in  question,  are  owing  to  the  velocity  commu<« 
xiicated  to  light  substances  by  the  ball.     This  explanation,  he 
himself  acknowledges,  will  not  apply  to  all  the  instances  men^ 
tioned  by  Mr  Ellis ;  and  though  I  have  no  doubt  that  eonsider^ 
'aWe  effects  may  be  produced  in  this  way,  yet  it  appears  unao 
countable  why  the  injury  should  not  appear  more  externally  than 
internally,  as.  when  one  body  is  driven  violently  against  another^ 
must  unavoidably  be  the  case.     Dr  Spence's  observations  do  not 
seem  to  invalidate  this  remark.     In  my  judgment,  then,  this 
forms  an  insuperable  objection  against  his  mode  of  explication -| 
and,  on  the  contrary,  tends  greatly  to  confirm  that  which  I  have 
suggested,  as  the  force  I  have  supposed  to  act  is  internal.     The 
blackness  and  sphacelus  of  the  muscles,  mentioned  by  him  aa 
consequences  of  this  accident,  are  likewise  well  explained  by  the 
rupture  of  the  small  vessels,  producing  extravasation  and  disor-^ 
ganization  of  the  part.     On  the  same  grounds,  an  easy  answer 
is  afforded  to  the  question  proposed  by  DrSpence,  why  the  jms* 
aage  of  a  ball  has  not  always  the  same  efiect  in  battle  ?    This 
arises  from  want  of  the  necessary  velocity  to  produce  the  con** 
densation  and  vacuum,  which  has  been  considered  as  the  cause 
of  the  effects  produced ;  as  great  velocities,  we  know  from  the 
experiments  made  with  cannon  balK  are  rapidly  destroyed  by 
the  resistance  of  the  air.     On  the  whole,  this  explication  seems 
to  me  to  have  all  that  is  requisite  to  a  l^itimate  hypothesis^ 
liamely,  that  it  affords  an  easy  and  complete  solution  of  all  the 
phenomena  mentioned,  as  accompanying  the  **  wind  of  a  ball*  ** 
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IX. 

Observations  on  the  Treatment  of  Chorea  Sancti  Viti.  By  Henkf 
Reeve,  M.  D.  One  of  the  Physicians  to  the  Norfolk  and 
Norwich  Hospital. 

• 

THE  cure  of  chorea  by  purgative  medicines  has  been  lately  the 
subject  of  several  disqui><itions  by  medical  writers.  Among 
those  who  have  most  distinguished  themsrlves  in  recommending 
this  practice,  are  Dr  Hamilton,  Dr  Parr,  anci  several  correspond- 
ents in  the  Edinburgh  Journal.  Although  the  evidence  which 
they  adduce  in  favour  of  purgatives  is  very  decisive,  and  1  have  no 
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4oubl  this  method  of  treating  the  disease  is  the  speediest  and  the 
most  effectual,  yet  it  remains  to  be  proved,  that  tonics  and  stimu- 
lants have  always  failed,  and  that  purgatives  alone  will  univer^ 
sally  and  infallibly  be  successful.  In  the  course  of  sixteen  years^ 
I  have  seen  tliirt3^five  cases  of  chorea.  All  these  patients  recor 
vered,  except  one ;  and  they  got  well  under  every  variety  of  treat** 
ment,  from  the  most  powerfiul  down  to  the  most  inert  and  ap-; 
parently  inefficacious  remedies.  The  case  which  terminated  nb^ 
tally  was  that  of  a  patient  in  St  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  in  1804 1 
a  boy  twelve  years  old,  who  took  scammony  and  cfdomel  in  large 
mod  repeated  doses,  besides  other  medicines,  without  any  abate^ 
ment  of  his  symptoms.  The  convulsive  motions  in  this  case  were 
violent  and  continual,  night  and  day ;  and  the  patient  died  ex- 
hausted, six  weeks  after  his  admission  into  the  hospital.  It  setm^ 
ed  necessary  to  say  thus  much  of  personal  observation,  becausci 
in  their  accounts  of  this  disease,  several  authors  have  enumerat7 
ed  their  individual  experience,  and  contrasted  it  with  the  slende^ 
authority  of  single  cases  related  in  periodical  publications.  But 
the  reader  will  find  a  more  conclusive  argument  in  the  result  of 
the  following  report  of  the  cases  of  chorea  admitted  and  discharg- 
ed from  the  public  hospital  here  ;  for,  during  a  period  of  thirty* 
six  years,  the  medical  diepartment  of  this  institution  has  been  con- 
ducted by  eight  difiRsrent  physicians;  their  practice  has  varied  con- 
siderably ;  yet  in  the  cure  of  this  disease,  success  has  been  nearlj 
equally  divided  amongst  them.  The  late  Dr  Lubbock  always 
prescribed  preparations  of  steel  for  the  cure  of  chorea;  he  never 
employed  purgatives  or  any  evacuations,  and  he  has  told  me  he 
never  failed  of  success.  By  other  physicians,  antiphlogistic  re? 
medies,  such  as  bleeding,  saline  medicines  and  purgatives^  have 
been  employed,  and  also  tonics  and  stimulants. 

A  general  Abstract  of  the  Patients  with  Chorea^  admitted  and  dif* 
charged  from  the  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Ho$}fitali  from  March 
1776,  to  March  1812. 

Patients  affected  with  chorea,  admitted  from  the  month      No. 
of  March  1776,  to  March  181^,         ...         84 


Cured,         *         .         •         •  -  7* 

Relieved,            •          -          ^  •  5 

Pischarged  '^  At  his  own  request,        .          .  •  1 

Having  epileptic  fits,        •        .  «  1 

Not  likely  to  receive  benefit,     «  •  i 

Died            ...  -  2 

8« 


^ 
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It  appears  that  this  disease  has  occnrred  in  84  out  of  28,810 
patients,  (the  total  number  admitted),  or  1  in  343.  It  is  most 
frenuent  in  females,  in  the  proportion  of  57  to  27,  or  as  19  to  9. 
Heoirden  remarks,  a  fourth  part  of  the  patients  he  saw  were 
males  *.  Hamilton  says,  it  attacks  boys  and  girls  indiscriminate- 
ly. Out  of  the  number  of  cases*  above  stated,  there  was  only 
one  man,  forty  years  of  age,  and  that  was  a  severe  case ;  for  the 
disorder  returned  a  few  months  after  he  was  discharged  from  the 
hospital;  he  wos  re- admitted,  and  continued  eight  months  under 
medical  treatment,  till  he  was  dismissed  relieved.  All  the  pa- 
tients, except  two  girls,  $iged  five  and  six,  were  above  nine  years 
old ;  the  most  common  date  of  the  commencement  of  the  disor- 
dei^  was  between  the  ninth  and  fifteenth  year  c^  the  patient's 
age;  four  females  were  above  the  age  of  2 1.  Out  of  84  cases, 
only  two  had  a  fatal  termination ;  both  of  these  were  boys,  in 
whom  the  disease  had  been  of  long  standing.  The  patient  dis- 
charged as  not  likely  to  receive  benefit,  was  a  woman  28  years 
x>ld,  who  had  been  afiected  at  different  times  for  three  years  prior 
to  her  admission ;  the  patient  discharged  at  his  own  request  was 
a  boy,  who  had  the  disease  a  vear  before  he  came  to  the  hospital ; 
he  remained  diere  four  montns.  The  patiwits  relieved  were  per- 
sons who  had  been  long  affected ;  and  the  one  discharged  on  ac- 
count of  his  being  subject  to  epileptic  fits,  was  a  lad  filteen  years 
old. 

Relapses  took  place  in  nine  cases,  all  of  them  after  an  interval 
not  less  than  a  year ;  in  three  of  these,  the  disease  recurred  a 
third  time,  but  was  ultimately  cured.  The  shortest  period  of 
medical  treatment  was  t^ivo  weeks;  the  longest,  eight  months ; 
the  common  average  seven  weeks;  observed  in  the  whole  84 
cases. 

I  have  selected  chorea  for  a  comparative  investigation  of  the 
different  methods  of  treating  it,  because  it  is  a  disease  in  which 
two  of  the  three  points  of  evidence  necessary  for  establishing 
medical  facts  can  be  readily  ascertained :  viz.  first,  that  the  dis- 
ease really  did  exist,  and,  secondly,  that  it  was  cured.  The 
third  point, — whether  the  alleged  means  alone  performed  the 
cure, — ^is  a  question  which  may  be  left  for  the  re^er  to  deterw 
mine. 

The  connexion  of  the  irregular  involuntary  actions  of  the  mus- 
cles, with  a  disordered  and  loaded  slate  of  the  intestines,  is  much 
insibted  on  by  Dr  Hamilton  and  his  correspondents;  yet  in  their 
reports  of  several  cases,  the^elly  is  said  to  be  regulars  or  bdly  open, 
And  the  stools,  after  the  first  purgative,  are  described  as  being 
ioi  the  natural  appearance.— (Vide  Appendix,  No.  YIL  IJamii- 


^  eminent  de  Mod).  Hist  et  Curat  p.  9^ 
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ton^s  Observ.  on  Purg.  Med. ;  and  Mr  M*MiiHin*8  paper,  Vbl.  I. 
Edin.  Journal.)     There  seems  to  be  a  source  of  error,  too,  in  r^ 
porting  the  state  of  the  alvine  evacuation.     Might  it  not  be  ex- 
pected to  assume  those  appearances  described,  after  the  children 
were  made  to  swallow  such  large  quantities  of  infusion  of  senna^ 
eloetic  -pills,  jalap,  extract  of  liquorice,  phosphat  of  soda,  calomd, 
magnesia,  and  broth,  without  any  mixture  of  common  solid  fcK>d  ? 
Grant  that  in  every  case  such  appearances  do  exist;  yet  it  is  bv 
no  means  clear  the  inference  is  true,  that  such  a  quantity  of 
feces  had  accumulated  in  the  cavity  of  the  intestines,  and  occa- 
sioned Uie  convulsive  affection,  any  more  than  when  a  pcrsoti 
takes  an  emetic,  and  brings  up  by  repeated  efforts  a  large  quan- 
tity of  bile,  that  bile  is  to  be  considered  as  having  accumujated 
in  the  stomach,  and  according  to  the  vulgar  notion,  caused  the 
sick  headach.     If  you  ask  the  parents  what  first  brought  on  their 
children's  complaint,  they  will  tinsArer,  in  a  majority  of  instances 
of  chorea,  that  it  was  something  by  which  they  were  frightened. 
Irritation,  excited  by  teething?,  is  another  cause  of  chorea,  and  the 
patient  has  recovered  in  a  few  days  after  his  gums  were  lanced. 
In  these  instances,  torpor  of  the  bowels  does  not  belong  to  the 
history  of  the  complaint;  and  the  only  use  we  can  make  of  the 
fact  is  to  show,  that  the  exciting  cause  is  various.     In  seven 
cases  which  have  come  lately  under  my  own  care,  the  bowels 
were  regular,  the  body  was  not  swelled,  nor  were  any  symptoms 
of  loaded  intestines  present;  yet  six  recovered  by  taking  only 
purgative  medicines,  but  the  seventh  required  some  tonics  before 
any  decided   amendment  took  place.     I  remember  a  case  of 
chorea  in  which  the  patient  was  much  ttoubled  with  diarrhcBa, 
yet  this  did  not  prevent  my  friend,  who  had  the  treatment  of  it, 
from  steadily  administering  purgatives  until  the  irregular  actioisis 
of  the  muscles  ceased.     Dr  Hamilton  has  judiciously  remarked, 
that  chorea  consists  of  two  stages;  and  he  points  out  the  period 
when  tonics  and  stimulants  may  be  used  with  propriety  and  ef- 
fect; and  although  he  s^ays,  he  has  '^  not  felt  the  necessity  of  hav- 
ing recourse  to  medicines  of  this  kind, "  yet  he  employed  other 
remedies  besides  purgatives  in  three  out  of  the  seven  cases  which 
he  has  Inserted  in  his  appendix,  if  it  be  allowable  fo  call  by  that 
name  such  articles  as  wjne,  porter,  a  blister,  warm  bath,  glysters 
of  broth  and  assafioetida,  bee&tea,  and  oxide  of  iron.     Perhaps 
some  physicians  have  been  unreasonabJe  in  their  expectations  of 
success,  in  curing  severe  and  protracted  cases  of  chorea,  an4 
other  diseases  of  the  muscular  and  nervous  powers,  by  purgatives 
lilone;  for  where  purgatives  have  been  given  in  large  and  fre- 
quent doses,  as  in  tetanus,  trismus,  hysteria,  and  some  cases  of 
phoreai  (  ^m  dii»poscd  to  thjak,  it  will  always  be  found  prudeot 
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mud  necessary  to  administer  wine,  porter,  beef-tea,  &c.  abundant- 
ly, to  support  the  patient's  strength.  I  am  led  to  this  opinion 
from  what  has  come  under  my  own  observation,  as  well  as  from 
the  perusal  of  Dr  Hamilton's  cases,  and  some  valuable  histories 
of  tetanus  and  trismus,  published  in  the  second  volume  of  the 
Medico-Chirurgical  Transactions,  and  in  the  fifth  vol.  of  this 
(Edin.)  Jqurnal. 

Nothing  requires  greater  caution  in  our  inquiries  concerning^ 
the  utility  of  medicines,  than  to  distinguish  exactly  what  is  pro* 
duced  by  one  substance,  and  what  is  owing  to  another;  nor  is 
there  any  subject  in  which  an  author  is  more  liable  to  deceive 
bimself  by  false  estimates.  It  is  but  fair,  in  ail  cases,  to  state 
every  circumstance,  in  order  to  appreciate  the  value  of  the  r^* 
mew  as  w^U  as  the  physic.  And,  it  required,  to  divide  the  credit 
of  the  cure  between  i\i&ai.  I  do  not  mean  to  detract  from  Dr  Ha- 
xnilton's  merit ;  for  it  is  impossible  not  to  feel  the  powers  which 
be  has  displayed  in  his  work  on  the  utility  and  administration  of 
purgative  medicines  in  several  diseases;  and  there  is  no  part  of 
fiis  book,  where  his  skill  and  ingenuity  is  more  successfully  ex* 
erted,  than  in  combating  the  doctrine  of  debilitv,  which  has  ua« 
doubtedly  inculcated  a  tear  of  evacuations  in  cnorea,  and  other 
spasmodic  diseases,  which  is  not  justified  by  experience,  and  is 
wholly  irreconcileable  with  facts.  The  hackneyed  phrase  of  de^ 
hility  is  a  centre  round  which  much  delusion  has  gatliered;  but 
it  is  now  happily  subsided:  And  the  physician,  perceiving  how 
much  the  outward  help  of  his  art  can  facilitate  the  progress  of 
nature,  will  not  be  betrayed  by  theoretical  speculations  into  per^ 
nicious  mistakes,  where  he  can  find  the  principles  of  his  inter- 
ference warran^d  by  substan^  experiments. 
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CIEITICAL    ANAtTSla 


I. 

Jtniomotogie  und  Helminthclogie  des  MemchUchen  lioerperSf  oieT 
Beschreibung  und  Abbildung^  der  Bewohner  und  Feinde  disself^en 
tmter  der  Insecten  und  Wuermem.  Von  D.  Johann  Heinrick 
Joerdens,  &c.  &c  4to.  Vol.  I.  pp.  SI 9^  15  coloured  plateir 
Ho£  1801.    Vol.  XL  pp.  154.  7  coloured  plates.    Hof.  U02; 

"^To  apology,  we  apprehend,  is  necessary  for  giving  an  account 
^^  of  books,  though  not  recently  published,  provided  they  be 
new  or  scarcely  known  in  this  country.  The  copy  of  the  pubtt«> 
cation  lying  before  us  we  obtained  with  great  difficulty,  some 
months  ago,  and  is,  we  believe,  the  only  one  in  this  kingdom. 

Mr  Joerdens  considers  his  subject  in  the  most  extensive  poinl^ 
of  view^  as  he  includes,  not  only  the  insects  and  worms  which 
Infest  the  human  body  exclusively,  but  also  those  which  are  only 
occasionally  injurious  to  it,  and  even  those  which  contribute  ioitM 
disorganization  after  death.  Of  each  of  the  numerous  specie* 
which  this  plan  obliges  him  to  notice,  he  details  minutefy  th# 
systematic  history  y  gives  one  or  more  coloured  figures  of  the 
insect,  larva,  &c. ;  describes  accurately  the  injury  which  it  doee 
to  the  human  body,  as  well  as  the  means  of  remedving  it ;  and 
to  the  whole  prefixes  a  very  copiouS'  literature.  Tnis  extensive 
view  of  the  subject  has,  no  doubt,  materially  increased  the  size 
and  expense  of  the  work,  but  we  do  not  think  unnecessarily,  be^^ 
cause  it  has  enabled  him  to  collect  together  an  immense  mass  of 
curious  information,  for  which  .there  would  otherwise  be  nopro^^ 
^r  repository. 

The  first  volume,  besides  an  introduction,  treats  of  the  insectt 
which  infest  the  human  body  externally,  and  the  second,  of  the 
intestinal  insects  and  worms.  The  introduction  is  not  very  irn^ 
portant ;  Mr  Joerdens  puzzles  himself  to  find  out  some  use  for 
these  troublesome  and  hurtful  companions ;  for  it  is  evidently 
^uite  ridicnloiM  to  suppose  that  sudi  means  were  necessary  xat 
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induce  us  to  take  care  of  the  cleanliness  of  our  persons,— to  warn 
us  against  improper  food, — to  contribute  to  our  health  by  de- 
vouring the  excessive  mucus  in  the  intestines,— or  finally  to  ter- 
minate our  corporeal  existence  after  we  had  completed  our  des- 
tiny In  this  world. 

The  injury  which  these  animals  inflict  on  the  human  body, 
may  be  either  mechanical,  chemical,  or  mixed*  Of  the  first 
kind  are  the  wounds  of  all  those  which  are  not  iumished  with 
any  particular  acrid  or  poisonous  secretion  to  insert  into  the 
wound.  The  second  class  includes  only  cantharides,  the  Coya^ 
the  larva  of  the  Vimda^  and  a  few  others.  The  last  division^ 
which  c(»)tains  those  which  poison  the  wound  they  inflict,  is  by 
iar  the  most  numerous.  This  is  evident  from  the  effects  pro- 
duced being  totally  disproportioned  to  the  mechanical  injury, 
frequently  producing  erysipelatic  inflammation,  vesicles,  ulcers, 
swelling  of  the  wounded  part,  with  redness  and  pain,— or  on  the 
contrary,  insensibility  and  numbness,  accompanied  by  fever,  pale- 
ness of  the  countenance,  increased  flow  of  tears,  swelling  of  the 
body,  trembling  of  the  limbs,  depression  of  the  vital  powers,. colli 
sweats,  fainting,  spasms  and  convulsions. 

Hie  chemical  nature  of  these  poisons  is  totally  unknown ;  but 
their  production  does  not  seem  to  depend  on  the  irritation  oF 
the  animal  when  inflicting  the  wound.  On  the  other  hand,  it 
seems  intimately  connected  with  the  temperature  ,of  the  atmos- 
phere, as  many  insects,  which  are  innocent  in  winter,  arid  cold 
climates,  become  dangerous  in  summer,  and  in  hot  climates. 
•  Mr  Joerdens  then  proceeds  to  consider  the  influence  which 
the  season  of  the  year  and  atmospheric  temperature,  the  aliment 
and  condition  of  the  insect,  and  the  age,  sex,  and  constitution  of 
the  person  wounded,  have  upon  the  effects  of  these  poisons  j  but 
-the  ready  explanatioti  which  he  has  constantly  coupled  with  his 
statements,  makes  us  strongly  suspect  that  they  are  derived  fronn 
hypothesis  rather  than  observation.  His  preface  is  concluded 
with  a  very  general  account  of  the  remedies  to  be  used  against 
the  bites  and  stings  of  poisonous  insects. 

The  first  subdivision  treats  of  those  insects  which  live  only 
in  the  human  body,  and  can  propagate  themselves  in  it  alone. 
These  are,  so  far  as  we  yet  know,  only  six  in  number :  the  Musca 
lepra y  Pulex  pruriginis  senilis^  Fedicutus  humanus  capitis^  cmporis^ 
«nd  puhisj  and  the  Acarus  scabtei.  He  commences  bb  account 
>of  the  first  of  these  with  the  following  judicious  observations. 

**  Foul  ulcers  of  all  kinds,  which  are  exposed  to  the  air,  and  the  tribes 

of  insects  inhabiting  it,  especially  in  warm  weather,  are  common  nests 

'for  certain  kinds  of  maggots  and  larvae.   This  was  known  to  the  antient 

'Greeks,  as  I  &hall  have  occasion  particularly  to  mention,  when  spealdng 
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pf  flies  hurtful  under  certain  circumstances  only.  Galen  and  JEginet* 
ta  were  acquainted  with  the  fact ;  and  among  the  moderns,  it  is  most 
fully  noticed  by  Hauptmann,  Lange,  Plater,  Sennert  and  Borelli,  but 
especially  by  Steenever,  who  has  not  only  supplied  the  exact  descrip- 
tion of  these  maggots,  but  also  given  representations  of  them  in  their 
various  states.  As  is  still  the  case,  at  that  time  too  general  conclu« 
sions  were  derived  from  general  observations ;  .and  because  worms 
and  insects  were  found  not  only  in  foul  ulcers  and  wounds,  but  also 
in  various  cutaneous  eruptions,  they  were  considered  as  the  caus- 
es of  most  diseases,  to  the  exclusion  of  miasmata.  Even  the  great 
Linn^  and  his  contemporaries- acceded  to  this  opinion,  and  added  ta 
its  popularity  by  the  authority  due  to  their  spirit  of  investigation;  and 
not  only  all  eruptions^  but  syphilis,  the  plague,  and  many  other  dis- 
eases^ were  ascribed  to  worms  and  insects.  But  the  diversity  of  in- 
sects found  in  different  cutaneous  diseases^  does  not  entitle  us  to  con- 
sider them  as  their  cause,  but  rather  as  their  consequence.  For  every 
insect  which  derives  |ts  nourishment  from  acrid,  fermenting  and  putrid 
substances,  does  not  therefore  thrive^  wherever  there  is  fermentation 
or  putridity ;  but  different  degrees  of  these  are  congenial  to  different 
kinds  of  insects*  Hence,  a  particular  insect  may  exclusively  be  nour« 
ished  in  particular  cutaneous  sores,  without  having  the  least  connexion 
with  its  form  or  malignity,  just  as  other  insects,  which  live  on  fresh  and 
entire  substances,  are  not  indifferent  in  the  selection  of  their  food.  '* 

The  second  subdivision  is  allotted  to  those  insects  which  do  not 
inhabit  the  human  body,  but  are  remarkable,  on  account  qf  the 
inconveniences  or  diseases  which  they  occasion  in  it.  These  are 
again  divided  into  three  sections.  The  Cimex  lectularitiSf  OeS" 
trus  hominisy  Pidex  irritans,  and  P.  penetrans,  are  included  in 
the  first,  as  insects  which  commonly  and  especially  infest  the  bu<* 
man  body.  The  second  section  contains  the  descripticm  of  9i 
flpecies,  which  only  injure  it  under  certain  circumstances;  and 
the  third  section  is  devoted  to  those  insects  which  appear  in  the 
human  body  as  a  very  uncommon  occurrence  j  such  as  insects 
under  the  skin  and  in  the  muscles,  in  the  frontal  sinus,  in  the 
eyes,  in  the  maxillary  sinus,  in  the  nose,  ears,  mouth,  trachea 
smd  lungs,  stomach,  intestines,  urinary  organs,  mammae  and 
female  organs  of  genei'ation. 

The  third  and  last  subdivision  of  this  third  section,  is  the 
history  of  those  insects  which  are  nourished  and  propagated  in 
the  dead  human  body  in  its  different  stages  of  decay. 

The  second  volume  is  more  interesting  to  the  practitioner. 
It  cotitains  three  sections  ;  the  first  treating  of  worms  peculiar  to 
the  human  body  j  the  second,  of  worms  only  occasionally  injuri- 
ous to  it;  and  the  third,  of  those  accidentally  found  within  the 
human  body:  and  in  an  appendix,  he  has  collected  the  histories 
>of  some  undetermined  insects  and  worms,  of  labulous  cases,  and 
of  various  amphibia,  and  other  animals  said  to  have  been  found 
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in  the  titini^  body.  In  the  introductory  chapter  to  the  section 
on  intestinal  worms,  Mr  Joerdeos  states  at  great  length  hi9 
grounds  for  believing  that  their  eggs  are  introduced  into  the  fetus 
With  the  blood  of  the  motheri  or  into  the  infant  with  the  milk  of 
the  nurse.  From  the  latter  supposition,  he  draws  a  practical  con- 
clusion, that,  in  choosing  a  nurse,  we  should  be  particularly  careful 
that  she  never  has  been  affected  with  worms^  He  also  hints,  that 
the  saliva  may  be  the  means  of  introducing  the  eg^s  of  intestinal 
worms,  in  those  countries  where  nurses  have  the  abominable  prac« 
tice  of  previously  chewing  the  food  they  give  to  infants.  Bat  be^ 
sides  the  introduction  of  the  eggs,  a  certain  predisposition  is  ne* 
oessary  for  their  development  in  th^  intestinal  canal,  and  which 
seems  to  be  connected  with  a  warm  and  moist  atmosphere,  and 
the  deficiency  of  food,  or  the  use  of  unwholesome  food  in  times 
of  scarcity.  In  his  observations  on  the  symptoms,  diagnosis,  and 
method  of  cure  of  intestinal  worms,  there  is  nothing  worth  notiiJ- 
ing,  except  that  he  nowhere  mentions  the  oil  of  turpentine,  late- 
ly used  with  so  much  success,  as  a  remedy  ever  suggested.  The 
intestinal  worms  described  by  Mr  Joerdens  are — 

1.  Tricocephaliis  hominis. — This  worm  was  discovered  in  1760, 
t)y  Wagler,  and  is  rare.  It  is  most  commonly  found  in  the  cob- 
cum  of  persons  who  have  suffered  from  great  accumulation^  of 
intestinal  mucus.  Nothing  certain  is  known  of  symptoms  pecu* 
liar  to  its  presence,  or  of  tne  means  most  successful  in  expelling 
it ;  but  Mr  joerdens  recommends  saline  medicines,  firom  their 
action  in  dislodging  intestinal  mucus. 

2.  Ascarts  vermicularis.^^Of  the  numerous  accounts  of  these 
ivell  known  inhabitants  of  the  rectum,  Mr  Joerdens  thinks  that 
those  of  Goeze  and  Van  Phelsum  alone  deserve  the  epithet  of 
classical.  They  are  easily  distinguished  from  young  lumbrici, 
by  the  vivacity  of  their  motions  wTien  exposed  to  the  ught.  Tb« 
anatomy  of  tne^male  is  given  as  well  as  that  of  the  female ;  and 
suppositories  of  bacon,  to  which  they  often  adhere  in  heaps,  are 
mentioned  among  the  remedies. 

8.  Ascaris  ItmiMcoides^  is  most  frequently  met  with  in  the  c<B- 
cum  and  jejunum,  but  occasionally  finds  his  way  intx>  the  largely 
testines  and  stomach,  or  creeps  into  the  pancreatic  or  teBary 
dticts,  and  sohietimes  penetrates  through  the  coats  of  the  intes- 
tines into  other  parts  of  the  body.  Tney  occasionally  prodttce 
the  most  violent  symptoms,  or  6ven  cause  death;  and  at  others, 
exist  in  great  numbers  without  being  suspected. 

4.  Ascaris  siephanostomuy  fi-onte  bicorne,  proboscide  acuiai- 
nibusduodecim  obsessa,  incisuris  corporis  quatuordecim,  caud* 
bifida.     Habitat  in  canale  iritestinaiii 

5.  Ascftris  conosma^  papillis  in  capite  obtuso  duobus,  incisorh 
corporis  dcccmi  cauda  simplice.     Habitat  in  canale  intestinal)* 
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These  two  new  worms  were  discharged  by  the  action  of  calo- 
mel from  a  young  man,  under  the  care  of  Professor  Bretschneider^ 
8!id  were  examined  by  Professor  Lenz  of  Jena,  and  preserved  in 
his  collection.  They  differ  very  much  from  all  other  intestinal 
worms,  and  have  more  the  general  appearance  of  larvae.  As 
they  have  considerable  resemblance  to  each  other,  and  occurred 
in  the  same  patient,  it  is  possible  that  they  are  the  male  and 
female. 

6.  Hamularia  lymphatica^  corpore  lineari,  teretiusculo,  capi* 
te  obtuso,  infra  duobus  hamulis  promiiientibus  instructo.  This 
iHiform  worm  was  discovered  by  Treutler,  in  a  person  who  had* 
(Ked  of  phthisis,  in  the  glands  at  the  division  of  the  trachea  and 
broncbiae.  They  were  within  the  lymphatic  vessels,  adhering 
strongly  to  them  by  two  hooks.  The  vessels  were  much  enlarg*' 
(id,  and  their  valves  destroyed. 

or  the  tape-worms,  he  oescribes  only  three  species,  the  tdsnia 
seliuniy  vulgaris^  and  lata.  We  shall  say  nothing  of  these  at  pre- 
sent, as  we  shall  soon  have  occasion  to  notice  the  discoveries  of 
a  very  promising  young  naturalist  in  regard  to  them. 

The  next  section  treats  of  hydatids.     Those  described  are, 

1.  Taenia  visceralis,  vesicula  simplice  inciusa,  capitis  tuberculin 
tribus,  totidemque  corporis  articulis,  basi  vesicae  affixis.  This 
was  found  by  Treutler  on  the  inner  slightly  inflamed  perltoneeirai 
of  a  wommi  who  had  died  of  dropsy. 

"  2.  Taenia  muscularis  or  Finna  humana^  capsa  vaginal!  cartila- 
ginea,  vesicula  caudata  apicibus  obtusis.  These  are  found  in  the 
cellular  substance  among  the  muscles. 

3.  Taniapyriformh^  capite  globoso,  proboscide  obtusa,  papiilts 
sQgentibus  quatuor  multum  prominent! bus,  hamulorum  serie  du- 
pKci,  coUo  tenui,  vesica  in  cauda  pyriformi.  Fischer  found  these 
in  1788,  in  the  choroid  plexus  of  a  young  man  who  died  of  ar^ 
dent  fever ;  but  he  knew  nothing  of  his  previous  history. 

4.  l^aenia  albopunctatay  velamento  externo  capsular!,  ca)tite  ses« 
sile,  papilla  suctoria  una,  una  tantum  sex  hamidorum  corond,  ve- 
sica in  Cauda  rotunda^  These  were  also  found  in  the  choroid 
plexus  of  a  woman  28  years  of  age,  who  had  become  dropsical 
after  an  obstinate  iniermittent,  by  Treutler.  In  the  last  month  of 
her  life,  she  complained  of  great  weight  in  the  right  side  of  the 
oociptit,  involuntary  flow  of  tears,  and.frequent  dimness  of  sight. 
She  slept  so  soundly,  that  she  was  with  difliculty  awakened. 
Her  hearing  and  speech  daily  diminished,  and  her  memory  left 
b«r  entirely.  She  lost  all  power  of  voluntary  motion,  so  that  she 
could  neitner  hold  up  her  head,  nor  lift;  an  arm  or  leg.  To  these 
were  added  convulsions  and  apoplectic  attacks.  At  last  she  fell 
4Qddenly  dead,  when  she  seemed  to  be  recovering,  and  was  tr}- 
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ing  to  walk  i^ut.  The  choroid  plexus  was  turgid  with  bloodr 
and  varicose,  and  contained  14  hydatids  on  the  right  side,  uod 
two  on  the  left. 

5.  Poh^cepkahis  hominis^  corona  uncorum  siniplicr,ca|>ite  imper- 
fi^rato  corporibusque  f^riformibus.  These  were  discovered  by 
I|f eckel,  in  the  brain>  and  the  description  given  by  Zreder  from 
Goze's  posthumous  papers.  Zeder  hims^  afterwards  found 
tbem  in  a  girl.    The  case  and  dissection  are  interesting.    A 

Joung  woman,  two  years  before  her  death,  became  affected  witb 
ead^ch  and  giddiness.  An  year  ^nd  an  half  afterwards,  die 
itecovered  in  some  degree,  am)  lived  happily,  but  too  freely  for 
some  weeks,  until,  when  on  the  wate;r,  in  an  oppressively  hot 
day,  she  wa&so  violently  attacked  with  headaeh  and  giddiness^, 
that  she  fell  down  senseless.  She  coqaplained  of  distension  ia 
^e  forehead,  loss  of  memory  tuid  sight,  and  akemating  headaeh 
and  giddiness.  These  symptoms,  increased  in  violence.  9ie 
^ould  not  bear  the  least  light,  or  walk  erc^  but  went  straight 
forward,  with  her  body  bent,  and  struck  herself  against  bodies  in 
her  way,  like  sheep  affected  with  the  sftaggera*  At  last  she  (fied 
fnd  was  opened.  In.  the  third  ventricle,  along  with  water,  was 
j^und  a  particular  kind  of  hydatid,  containing  a  fluid  resembling 
a  solution  of  gum^  In  the  pass^e  to  the  aquediict  of  l^lvius, 
mid  partly  beneath  the  posterior  e^d  of  the  Qrjg^n  of  th^  left  optb 
nerve,  there  was  a  similar  hydatid,  larger  than  a  hen's  ^[g,  to 
ivhich  three  smaller  biies  adhered*  In  taking  it  out  it  burst,  and, 
besides  the  fluid  already  described,  it  contained  three  other  small- 
er  on^s.  The  tentprium  cerebelli  wa»  also  observed  to  be  pushed 
Tery  much  up,  and  on  taking  out  the  cerebellum,  there  were 
ibund,  in  the  fpur^h  ventricle,  besides  water,  seyeri^  hydatids,  • 
w}iic)i  distended  it  so  that  it  could  have  contained  a  ben's  egg.  In 
the  bottom  of  this  ventricle,  on  the  right  side,  there  was  an  in^^. 
durated  portion  the  size  of  an  almond,  of  a  yellowish  colour,  and 
as  if  covered  with  matter.  From  this,  other  indurations,  like 
catgut,  extended  in  various  directions,  Ther^  were  in  all  twelve, 
hydatids^  of  different  si^s,  besides  half  a  pint  of  water. 

The  fifth  section,  treats  of  the  flat  worms  Fasciola^  or  LigulsK. 
1.  Fasciola  Hepatica^  ovata  plana,  BuchoIziL  Habitat  in  vesi- 
cula  fellea.  An  original  observation  of  Bucholz  of  Weinaiar,  in 
which  the  gall-bladder  was  found  filled  with  these  worms,  con*' 
firms  the  preceding  accounts  of  Bidloo,  Bauhin,  and  Pallas.  The 
last  of  these  authors  says,  that  the  bodies  in  which  they  occur' 
are  always  dropsical,  their  omentum  shrivcfUed,  their  kidneys  un-^ 
usually  small,  and  their  liver  very  large,  the  gall- ducts  enormous^ 
ly  distended,  the  bile  tasteless^  thick  and  granular,  and  almost  aU( 
the  intestines  beset  with  hydatids. 
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2.  Heaedtlii/ridium  pirigukolay  labio  distihcto,  retra^tilii  capitd 
ia  fine  bstiis  sex  perfbratp,  cauda  curvata;  ventre  bifurco.  The 
only  example  of  this  worm  was  found  by  Treutler  in  the  fat  of 
m  ovarium. 

3.  Hexathyi-idium  venarupi^  corpora  elongato,  depresso,  lance* 
plato  $  capite  labiato^  infra  poris  sex  obsito ;  collo  indistincto ; 
dorsi  areola  ex  albo  caerulea;  ventre  poris  duobus  dissectis;  cau- 
da  recta ;  margine  nuUo.  This  insect  was  extracted,  according 
to  Treutler,  from  a  ruptured  hole  in  the  anterior  tibial  vein;  but 
we  must  confess  that  we  suspect  some  fallacy  in  the  observation. 
»s  there  e^vidently  is  in  all  the  preceding  historic  of  worms  and 
insects  found  in  the  blood. 

The  infusory  animals  of  the  human  body,  we  pass  altogether 
over,  a?  having  no  practical  interest. 

The  Hirudo  sanguistiga  and  //.  medidnalis  are  described  as  a- 
Jumals  which  occasionally  fasten  on  the  human  body.  The  ex-^ 
jpedition  to  E^ypt  has  furnished  us  with  a  still  more  dangerous 
species,  which  is  swallowed  with  the  water,  and  fixes  on  the  in* 
side  of  the  oesophagus  and  stomach. 

The  worms  which  penetrate  the  skin,  and  burrow  under  it,  al^ 
the  Gordius.  aquaticus^  Filaria  MedinensiSf  and  Furia  infernalis* 
The  first  is  supposed  by  our  author,  and  others^  to  be  a  frequent 
cause  of  paronychia.  To  the  history  of  the  second,  the  preceding 
Niunbersof  this  Journal  have  furnished  no  inconsiderable  addition* 
The  existence  of  the  third  is  highly  problematical.  It  is  doubted, 
both  ^  account  of  the  singularity  of  the  e£kcts  ascribed  to  it, 
and  the  veryrfew  instances  in  .which  the  worm  has  been  discover- 
.ed.  On  the  contrary,  Linnaeus  and  Solander  firmly  believe  they 
have  seen  it.  The  fatter  expresses  himself  thus — **  Had  I  not 
seen  the  disease  with  my  own  eyes,  and  had  the  worm  in  my 
own  band,  I  could  scarcely  have  believed  what  is  related  of 
it "  The  disease  ascribed  to  this  insect  b  a  carbuncle  gic  boil, 
which  quickly  becomes  gangrenous,  and  terminates  fatally,  un-* 
less  the  most  active  remedies  be  immediately  resorted  to,  or  the 
part  be  extirpated  by  the  knife,  or  actual  cautery.  A  disease  of 
this  kind  is  endemic  in  various  countries.  It  is  called  in  Bothnia, 
Skatt  or  Shot;  in  Siberia,  Morotivz/a/a^ma  or  plague;  in  Tartarv, 
Mohmoi  and  in  Franconia,  Flugbrand^  or  rapid  gangrene.  It  is 
ascribed  to  the  action  of  an  external  cause,  and  nominally  to  the 
furia  infernalis ;  because  it  never  attacks  men  or  cattle  hi  towns, 
but  only  in  the  fields;  because  it  always  commences  in  those  parts 
of  the  body  which  are  exposed  to  the  air,  in  a  single  point,  with 
an  acute  pain  like  the  prick  of  a  needle ;  because,  in  the  boil,  b, 
red  or  bluish  point  is  seen  like  the  bite  of  an  insect ;  and,  lastly, 
because  the  progress  of  the  disease  is  so  easily  checked,  by  de- 

x2 


Am  Jo^erdenS}  Enlomologie,  Sfb.  July 

(stroying  or  removing  the  part.  Still,  however,  the  innumerable 
unsuccessful  attempts  to  find  any  worm  in  the  seat  of  the  dis- 
ease ;  the  possibility  of  accounting  for  the  disease  independently 
of  its  existence;  indeed,  the  similarity  of  some  of  its  descrip- 
tions with  a  disease  of  sheep,  called  the  sickness  in  the  blood  b^ 
our  Scots  shepherds,  and  the  Target  of  some  parts  of  England, 
and  the  possibility  of  mistaking  the  core  or  nucleus  common  io 
carbuncles  for  a  worm,  induce  us  to  differ  from  our  author,  and 
to  disbelieve  its  existence* 

Of  the  remaining  sections,  containing  the  histories  of  singubf 
and  incredible  cases,  we  shall  say  nothing,  but  refer  the  curious 
to  the  work  itself.  Upon  the  whole,  we  have  been  much  satisfied 
with  these  volumes,  and  with  the  total  want  of  pretension  in 
their  author.  As  mere  compilations,  they  evince  much  industry 
and  judgment,  but  they  are  frequently  enriched  with  original  ob- 
servations of  interest  and  importance.  The  pliates,  in  the  same 
manner,  consist  of  good  copies  from  the  best  originals,  with  the 
addition  of  some  figures  which  have  never  been  before  published* 


IL 

An  Essay  on  the  Disease  called  Ytttaohtever^  mth  Obseroatiarts 
concerning  Febrile  Contagion^  Typhus  Fever^  Dysentery^  and 
the  PlaguCy  partly  delivered  at  the  Gtdstonian  Lectures  before  ihe 
ColUge  of  Physicians^  in  the  years  1806  and  1807.  Ry  Ed- 
ward Nathaniel  Bancroft,  M.  D.  Feltow  of  the  Royal  GkJ- 
lege  of  Physicians,  Physician  to  the  Army,  and  late  Physician 
to  St  George's  Hospital.    8vo.    pp.  8tl^    London,  1811. 

^W^E  have  seldom  had  occasion  to  peruse  so  large  a  vc^me,  on 
^^  a  medical  subject,  which  awakened  our  interest,  and  en- 
gaged our  attention  throughout,  so  uniformly  as  the  essay  before 
us.  The  subject,  indeed,  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  that  can 
occupy  the  consideration  of  the  medical  philosopher.  For,  while 
the  occurrence  of  these  fatal  epidemic  diseases  is  connected  with 
so  many  important  political  events  in  the  history  of  mankind, 
and  with  so  many  circumstances  in  the  physical  history  of  the 

S'obej  the  source  from  which  they  originate,  the  means  by  which 
ey  are  disseminated,  and  consequenuy  the  expedients  by  wbiiih 
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they  may  be  avoided,  prevented,  or  exterminated,  are  objects  of 
the  greatest  practical  importance.  It  is  not  easy,  indeed,  to  con- 
ceive the  extent  of  the  practical  evils  that  must  ensue,  when  a 
contagious  malady  is  mistaken  for  one  that  is  not  contagious ; 
or  when,  on  the  contrary,  an  epidemic,  destitute  of  any  contagi- 
ous properties,  is  believed  to  be  propagated  by  con^gion  alone. 
The  former  error  has  perhaps  but  seldom  been  committed ;  for 
the  knowledge  and  terror  of  contagion  seem  to  have  existed  from 
ik^  earliest  ages.  But  the  latter,  from  the  influence  of  that  popu* 
lir  terror,  and  from  the  extreme  difficulty  of  tracing  the  progress 
of  an  agent,  which  is  not  cognizable  by  the  senses,  and  is  known 
only  to  exif t  by  its  remote  effects,  has,  doubtless,  but  too  often 
been  acted  upon,  with  an  aggravation  of  all  the  miseries  attendant 
on  so  terrible  a  calamity.  So  great,  however,  is  the  difficulty  just 
alluded  to^  that  not  only  the  mass  of  the  people,  but  the  profes- 
sional observers,  have  often  adopted  different  and  opposite  opi- 
nions, relative  to  the  nature  of  these  epidemics ;  and  that,  even 
in  our  own  times,  an  extensive  epidemic  seldom  occurs,  respect- 
ing the  nature  of  which  all  the  medical  spectators  concur  in  their 
opinions.  Of  this,  not  only  the  fevers  of  America  and  the  West 
Indies,  together  with  those  of  Spain,  but  even  the  recent  fevers, 
so  fatal  to  those  engaged  in  th^  expedition  to  Walcheren,  affi:>rd 
08  examples. 

It  is  sorely,  therefore,  a  most  important  object  of  inquiry,  to 
trace  the  circumstances  which  have  been  obseived  to  be  common 
to  different  epidemics,  whether  as  to  the  local  peculiarities  of  si- 
tuation, temperature,  &c.  or  as  to  the  phenomena  of  the  diseases 
themselves  j  whence  some  general  principle  may  be  deduced,  upon 
which  the  reasoning  of  future  observers  may  be  safely  conducted. 
This  is  the  object  of  Dr  Bancroft ;  who  has  shown  himself,  not 
only  from  his  extensive  personal  observation  of  epidemic  fevers, 
in  various  parts  of  the  world,  but  from  his  industry,  acuteness, 
and  general  as  well  as  professional  erudition,  eminently  qualified^ 
for  the  investigation  which  he  has  undertaken.  He  might,  we 
think,  have  condensed  his  materials  within  a  narrower  coippass 
than  eight  hundred  pages,  without  much  diminishing  the  force 
of  his  inferences ;  but,  on  the  whole,  we  are  not  disposed  to 
quarrel  with  his  prolixity  5  since  a  question  of  this  nature  cah 
only  be  finally  determined  by  the  most  ample  accumulation  of 
respectable  evidence ;  and  that  which  he  has  adduced,  appears 
to  be  highly  entitled  to  that  character, 

Of  this  mass  of  evidence,  however,  which  it  appeared  to  the 
author  necessary  thus  to  detail  at  length,  we  cannot  convey  the 
force  and  substance  within  the  compass  of  an  article  like  the  pre- 
sent :  Wc  fear,  therefore,  that  we  may  greatly  weaken  the  effect 
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of  the  argument  which  he  has  adoptedi  by  any  attempt  at  ab- 
ridgement. 

After  pointing  out  the  inaccurate  nomenclature  which  tte 
nosoloffists  and  other  writers  have  applied  to  yellow>-fever,  and 

§iving  ni6  preference,  on  the  whole,  to  the  term  **  cmisusj  *'  or  ar- 
ent  fever,  Dr  Bancroft  animadverts  on  the  waittt  of  precision 
•with  which  the  term  Yellow-fever  had  been  used,  and  to  which 
he  attributes  mach  of  the  ambiguity  that  has  prevailed  respect- 
ing the  nature  of  the  disease.  It  is  a  fact,  he  states,  that  in  all 
countries  in  which  the  atmospheric  heat,  during  certain  seasons, 
rises  usually  to  the  85th  degree  of  Fahrenheit's  thermometer,  or 
higher,  all  fevers,  however  produced,  have  k  tendency  to  assume 
the  violent  and  dangerous  form  which  is  genei'ally  considered 
as  the  characteristic  of  yellow-fever.  Nevertheless,  those  spo- 
radic fevers,  he  believes,  are  always  of  a  continued  type ;  where- 
as the  epidemic  yellow-fever  almost  always  shows  a  disposition 
to  jremit,  unless  the  speedy  death  o^  recovery  of  the  patient  pre- 
cludes a  second  paroxism.  The  causes  of  sporadic  fever  are 
well  known,  and  may  be  avoided  by  almost  every  individual  j  via. 
intoxication,  and  other  excesses,  cold,  fatigue,  passions,  &c.  to- 
gether with  previous  or  subsequent  exposure  to  the  feolar  heat. 

After  a  concise  detail  of  the  symptoms  of  the  remittent  or 
^idemic  yellow-fever,  the  author  observes,  that  when  it  termi^ 
nates  fatally,  it  is  generally  the  consequence  of  some  irreparable 
^injury  having  occurred  either  in  the  biiain  or  in  the  stomach, 
wnich,  he  believes,  jointly  suffer  in  every  case  more  or  less.  Biil 
he  remarks, 

'*  Those  who  die  from  an  affection  of  the  head,  generally  perish 
early  in  the  disease,  and  with  less  vomiting,  especially  of  blackish 
or  dark-coloured  matters :  whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  tliose  in 
whom  this  last  symptom  greatly  predominates,  are  usually  found  to 
have  their  mental  faculties  clear,  though  often  much  weakened ;  and 
tkey  seldom  expire  before  the  end  of  the  fourth,  or. the  beginning  of 
the  fifth  day."  (p.  17.) 

In  cases  of  the  former  kind,  dissection  exhibits  unequivocal 
signs  of  inflammation  in  the  brain  and  its  membranes ;  while  iu 
the  latter,  indications  of  inflammation  in  the  stomach,  equally 
unequivocal,  are  found.  "  In  some  cases,  almost  the  whole  inner 
surface  was  inflamed ;  very  often  portions  of  the  villous  coat 
were  abraded,  and  not  unfrequently  observed  floating  among  the 
content*^  of  that  viscus. "  It  is  from  this  inflammation,  the  author 
contends,  that  the  black  voniit  (which  has  been  assumed  by  the 
Spaniards  as  the  appellation  of  the  fever)  arises,  and  not,  as  is 
erroneously  supposed  by  many,  from  morbid  Me.  From  nu- 
merous^ dissections,  made  by  Dr  Pliysick,  of  New  York,  it  has 
been  proved,  that,  in  these  cases,  the  liver  is  rarely  found  diseas- 
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^,  but  the  stomach  iJways;  that  the  black  matter  was  never 
^sco¥ered  in  the  gall-bladder,  or  the  liver ;  that  the  stomach 
lias  been  seen  loaded  with  it,  while  the  bile  in  the  gall-bladder 
was  in  its  natural  healthy  state,  and  the  liver  free  from  disease  ; 
•and  even  in  several  cases,  when  a  contraction  of  the  pylorus  had 
completely  obstructed  the  passage  from  the  duodenum  into  the 
stomach.  The  matter  of  black  vomit,^  besides,  differs  entirely 
in  all  its  properties,  in  colour^  and  taste y  from  bile*  In  many* 
cases,  the  black  substance  was  found  adhering  to  portions  of  thg 
inner  sur&ce  of  the  stomach,  which,  when  this  was  removed^ 
were  found  inflamed,  when  there  was  no  inflammation  in  other 
parts*  The  yellowness  of  the  skin,  however,  is  derived  from 
bile ;  but  not  from  a  redundance  of  the  secretion,  Dr  Bancroft: 
believes,  but  probaWy  from  a  regurgitation,  or  forcing  of  the 
bile  into  the  hepatic  veins,  in  consequence  of  the  violent  con- 
vulsive action  of  the  diaphragm  and  abdominal  muscles  in  vo- 
miting. In  a  similar  way,  he  supposes,  the  jaundice  is  produ- 
ced, which  speedily  follows  the  bite  of  vipers,  and  other  poison- 
-ous  animals,  when  convulsive  vomiting  is  excited,  sometimes  e- 
ven  within  an  hour,  according  to  Mead.  Similar  yellowness 
has  been  idso  the  speedy  result  of  eating  certain  poisonous  fungi 
in  Europe^  and  flshes  in  the  East  and  West  Indies. 

The  two  diseases  with  which  the  yellow-fever  has  been  con- 
founded by  some  writers,  and  between  which  and  the  latter  Dt 
Bancroft  deems  it  necessary  to  establish  the  diagnosis,  are  the 
plague  and  typhus«  From  the  plague  the  yellow-fever  differs, 
inasmuch  as  it  occurs  exclusively  under  a  degree  of  heat,  which 
would  certainly  destroy  or  stop  the  progress  of  the  plague.  It  i» 
not  accompanied  with  the  glandular  and  cutaneous  affections 
called  buboes  and  carbuncles — it  is  always  attended  by  a  violent 
iebrile  paroxysm  which  is  not  absolutely  essential  to  the  plague — '• 
&nd  it  very  rarely  attacks  negroes,  and  affects  them  much  less 
^iriolently  than  whites  living  under  the  same  circumstances, 

^*  Yellow  fever  diifers  from  typhus  in  the  following  circumstances^ 
vis.  it  prevails  only  during  or  immediately  after  very  hot  seasons, 
in  which  typhus  is  soon  ezdnguished.;  and  it  is,  in  its  turn,  com- 
pletely extinguished  upon  the  accession  of  cold  weather,  in  which 
tfphus  is  commonly  most  prevalent ; — it  attacks  most  readily  and 
most  viojiently  the  young  and  robust,  over  whom  typhus  is  allowe4 
to  have  the  least  power  ;— it  begins  with  much  greater  exertions  of 
the  living  power  than  typhus,  is  attended  with  many  different  sym* 
ptoms,  and  terminates  much  sooner;-^it  is,  besides,  disposed  to  re* 
mit,  and  it  frequently  changes  into  a  regular  remittent,  and  some- 
times even  into  an  intermittent  fever,  which  true  typhus  is  never  ob- 
served to  do.  There  are  some  other  important  circumstances  in 
which  die  three  diseases  differ  from  each  other  \  but  these  are  r^- 
served  for  another  place. "     ( p«  5 1 . ) 
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Contagion  is  one  of  the  principal  circumstances  here  alluded 
tOy  and  >vill  come  under  our  notice  presently.     On  the  suhjeci  of 
the  treatment  of  yellow-fever,  the  observations  of  Dr  Bancroft 
appear  to  be  exceedingly  judicious ;  and,  though  brief,  compre- 
hend perhaps  all  that  can  be  inculcated  as  to  the  general  prin- 
ciplesmpon  which  the  disease  is  to  be  conducted  through  its 
course :  for  he  properly  disclaims  the  intention  of  recommend- 
ing any  particular  mode  of  practice  that  can  be  applicable  to  the 
several  forms  and  varieties  of  the  disease.     With  respect  to 
blood-lettings  he  is  of  opinion,  that  those  systematic  writers  who 
proscribe  it  altogether,  on  the  supposition  that  the  fevers  of  hot 
climates  are  usually  of  a  putrid  nature,  have  been  led  into  this 
mistake,  in  consequence  of  the  rapidity  with  which  the  sym- 
ptoms denoting  putridity  (to  use  th^  common  phrase)  often  su- 
pervene, and  which  has  led  them  to  overlook  the  violent  and 
exhausting  symptoms  which  precede  the  latter,  and  are  in  fact 
the  cause  of  them.     The  hard,  full,  and  strong  pulse — the  dis- 
tressing sense  of  universal  distension — the  red,  starting,  watery 
eye,  and  the  parched  skin,  (not  to  mention  the  unequivocal  ap- 
pearances generally  exhibited  on  dissection),  are  sufficiently  de- 
monstrative of  the  inflammatory  nature  of  the  disease  iu  tl^e 
commencement,  in  the  violent  cases.     If,  however,  the  opera- 
tion of  blood-  letting  be  not  performed  very  earlvi  as  within  twen- 
ty-four, or  even  twelve  hours,  from  U)e  attack,  the  mischief  is 
probably  advanced  beyond  the  reach  of  this  remedy.     The  au- 
thor allows,  however,  that  there  aie  cases,  in  which  bleeding 
may  be  superfluous,  or  even  detrimental :  the  necessity  of  the  e- 
vacuation,  and  the  extent  to  which  it  should  be  carried,  can  on- 
ly be  determined  by  the  vigour  of  the  patient,  and  by  the  vio- 
lerce  and  previous  duration  of  the  inflammatory  symptoms.    In 
regard  to  the  external  application,  as  well  as  internal  use  oicoid 
water f  Dr  Bancroft  bears  ani})le  testimony  to  the  accuracy  of 
the  principles  laid  down  by  Dr  Currie,  and  to  the  salutary  in- 
fluence of  the  remedy.     He  refers  to  a  numl^r  of  passages  in  the 
"writings  of  Hippocrates,  in  which  similar  practice  was  adopted 
and  recommended,  as  well  as  by  some  more  modern  authorities 
in  proof  of  the  existence  of  similar  practice,  and  of  its  decided 
efficacy  both  in  the  fevers  of  the  East  and  West  Indies.     Witn 
a  view  to  obtain  the  reduction  of  the  morbid  temperature,  with- 
out fatiguing  the  patient,  he  advises  the  fpreading  of  a  single 
wetted  sheet  over  him  as  he  lies  in  bed.     Pm^gafiDea^  of  such  a 
nature  as  not  to  offend  the  stomach  by  their  bulk  or  quality, 
and  as  to  produce  two  evacuations  daily,  are  deemed  necessary; 
especially  calomel,  with  jalpp,  gamboge,  or  similar  medicines. 
Emetics  are  condemned  by  Dr  Bancroft,  and,  \yc  think,  upo^i 
sound  and  rational  grounds :  namely, 
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•*  First,  that  they  commonly  fail  in  their  principal  object  of  re* 
moving  nau8ea»  which  is  very  apt  to  continue,  and  even  in  a  greater 
degree  than  before  ;  for  this  symptom  rarely  proceeds  from  any  load 
of  undigested  food,  or  bile,  or  phlegm  in  the  stomach,  but  seems 
rather  Xp  proceed  from  other  causes,  such  as  sympathy  with  the 
morbid  state  of  the  brain,  or  of  tbe  surface  of  the  body,  or  else  from 
an  inflammatory  affection  of  the  coats  of  the  stomach  itself;  and 
these  are  causes  which  fsm^tics  have  little  power  to  remove.  Se- 
condly, the  patient  cannot  vomit  without  making  violent  efforts. 
Which  will  exhaust  his  strength),  increase  the  circulation,  and  propel 
a  large  quantity  of  blood  into  the  head,  where  it  may  occasion  the 
most  serious  mischief  Thirdly,  there  is  a  peculiar  tendency  in 
a  warm  temperahire,  io  render  the  stomach  and  intestines  relax edy  ir- 
ritable, aiid  liable  to  inflammation ;  hence  the  great  prevalence  of 
cholera  morbus,  and  dysentery/  in  all  countries,  towards  the  end  of 
iummer  and  autumn ;  and  this  natural  effect  of  heat  is,  in  no  disease, 
more  perceptible  than  in  the  yellow- fever,  in  which  a  disposition  to 
vomit  is  usually  a  very  early  symptom,  and  one  of  the  most  difli- 
cult  to  allay,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  fatal,  if  not  allayed ;  for 
what  is  properly  understood  by  the  teroi  of  the  Black  Vomit,  rarely 
occurs,  except  as  a  sequel  to  frequent  yomitings :  nor  can  we  be 
surprised  at  the  remarkable  frequency  of  this  disposition  to  vomit, 
since  we  learn,  from  very  numerous  dissections,  that  the  stomach  is 
more  or  less  inflamed  in  most  of  those  who  have  died  of  the  yeU 
low-fever  Instead,  therefore,  of  prescribing  emetics  in  this  disor- 
der, it  soon  became  my  chief  anxiety,  while  attending  the  sick  in 
military  hospitals,  in  the  West  Indies,  to  calm  the  irritation  of  the 
stomach  by  every  possible  means  ;  and  I  had  full  employment  in  this 
occupation,"  &c.  (p.  65.  et  seq.) 

Dr  Bancroft's  reasons  for  not  joining  in  the  general  commen- 
dation bestowed  upon  sudurijks,  in  this  fever,  appear  to  be  equal- 
ly sound. 

''  1st,  They  do  not  seem  to  be  at  all  necessary ;.  because  a  natural 
perspiration  will  readily  ensue,  as  soon  as  the  excess  of  heat  above 
the  standard  of  health  has  been  removed,  which  can  be  accomplished 
trii^  certainty  by  the  proper  application  of  cold  water  to  the  surface 
of  the  body,  ^dly,  The  means  by  which  a  perspiration  is  to  b^  ex- 
cited are  not  altogether  innocent.  ** 

The  author  explains  this,  by  adding,  that  these  medicines  are 
apt  to  increase  the  irritability  of  the  stomach,  and  the  disposi- 
tion to  vomit ;  or,  if  they  fail  to  excite  diaphoresis,  they  in- 
crease the  heat,  and  the  determination  to  the  head,  and  tend  to 
lengthen  the  paroxysm.  Dr  Bancroft  recommends  the  early 
use  of.bark  and  cordials^  u  e.  as  soon  as  the  febrile  commotion  of 
the  first  paroxysm  is  subsiding.  It  should,  however,  be  a  rule, 
be  adds,  not  to  give  bark  in  this  disorder,  till  the  period  above 
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mentioned ;  ^^  for  if  it  be  given  when  there  is  a  parched  skin,  a 
ksrd  puke»  a  dry  tonfj^ue,  great  heat  and  pain  at  the  stomach,  or 
deliriani,  it  will  genendly  be  found  to  increase  and  prolong  these 
q^ptoms, ''  (p.  76) ;  an  observation,  we  bdieve,  of  universal 
iqfyplication  in  febrile  diseases. 

'    On  the  subject  of  mercury^  as  a  remedy  in  yellow-fever,  our 
author's  observations  appear  to  be  edually  consistent  with  ra- 
tional views  of  its  operation,  and  with  tne  most  correct  observa- 
tions of  experienced  practitioners.     Administered  so  as  to  pro- 
duce salivation^  its  jgood  effects  have  appeared  to  Dr  Bancroft^ 
during  many  opportunities  of  witnessing  its  operation,  extreme- 
\y  eomvocaL    Dr  Rush  has  candidly  stated,  that  in  the  hospital 
^l  Philadelphia,  '*  where  bleeding  was  sparingly  used,  and  wnere 
the  physicians  depended  chiefly  upon  salivation,  more  thanon^ 
ift^ died  of  all  the  patients  who  were  admitted. ''    (Med.  In^ 
imo  Obs.  V.  128.)     Our  author  believes,  that  the  good  ^ects 
of  the  mercurial  treatment  have  been  greatly  exaggerated ;— «• 
^*  that  many  persons  have  died  of  Ae  fever  in  question,  vilihaQA 
nercury,  aaministered  externally  or  internally,  had  produced  a 
copious  salivaiy  discharge ; — and  that,  in  very  many  otters  wfad 
iMive  recovered,  this  discharge  did  not  begin  until  after  a  sdu* 
don,  or  a  great  mitigation  of  the  disease  had  evidently  taken 
place,  which  solution  or  mitigation,  therefore,  could  not  have 
been  the  effkct  of  the  salivation.  **  p.  84.     As  large  quantities  of 
mercury  were  often  given  to  patients,  (who  subsequently  died)| 
without  producing  any  obvious  dFect,  either  on  the  bowels  or 
on  the  salivary  glands,   Dr  Bancroft  thinks  it  fair  to  infer, 
that  the  system  had,  in  these  cases,  already  sunk  into  a  great 
general  torpor,  or  deficient  excitability ;  and  that,  on  tlie  con- 
trary, where  patients  recovered,  when  salivation  took  place,  both 
the  salivation  and  the  recovery  must  be  'ascribed  to  the  unim- 
paired  state  of  the  vital  powers,  or  excitabilitv,  which  remained; 
And  that  the  one  was  not  the  cause  of  tlie  OHier.     Dr  Bancroft, 
however,  deems  the  use  of  mercury,  as  a  purgative^  **  highly  b^ 
toeficial ; ''  and  into  this  quality  we  have  generally  been  cisposed 
to  believe  that  its  reported  efficacy  in  all  revers  is  to  be  resolved. 
We  have  thus  detailed  the  substance  of  the  **  First  Part"  of 
this  work.    The  remaining  four  Parts,  occupying,  together  with  t 
dose-printed  Appendix,  upwards  of  seven  hundred  pages,  con- 
tain the  arguments  and  ample  evidence  in  &vour  of  tne  non-^oth 
iagious  nature  of  the  yellow-fever,  the  establishment  of  which 
•6  the  main  object  of  this  elaborate  publication  ;   together  with 
some  observations  oa  typhus,  and  on  the  plague.     It  will  be 
impossible  to  communicate  more  than  the  general  conclusions^ 
to  which  the  author  has  arrivedi  upon  -the  various  questions 
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which  occupy  his  attention  in  the  course  of  this  inquiry^  with- 
out attempting  to  compress  into  our  limits  the  substance  of  th^ 
^Tidence  on  which  they  are  grounded,  and,  therefore,'  we  are 
consdous  that  we  cannot  do  justice  to  the  author.  But  we  may 
state^  in  genera),  that  we  have  seen  few  medical  questions  di»- 
cilssed  with  a  more  enlarged  view  of  facts,  or  a  more  lucid  ar:- 
rangeinent  of  the  materials  coUected  firom  numerous  source^ ; 
and  that  the  mithor  has,  in  our  opinion,  gone  forther  to  sub^ 
atantiate,  with  few  exceptions^  the  inferences  which  be  has  form^ 
cd,  than  any  preceding  writer  on  the  subgect. 

Before  he  inquires  into  the  nature  of  the  cause  of  yellow-fe^ 
iwr»  Dr  Bancroft  enters,  at  considerable  length,  into  the  discos- 
flion  of  two  questions  which  be  deems  it  necessary  to  determiiie 
previously :  namely,  1.  *^  Whether  all  fevers  are  naturally  con* 
tagioits  ?  '^  as  Drs  Cleghom,  R.  Hamilton,  Clarke,  Fordvce,  and 
aome  others  have  maintained  $  and,  2.  **  Whether  a  fever^ 
fitrictfy  contagious,  can  be  generated^  by  an  accumiriation  of  fitth^ 
or, of  putrefying  or  putrid  matters,  or  by  Uie  crowding  of  heal* 
diy  persons  into  confined  or  unventilated  places  ?  "  In  repMng 
in  the  negative  to  the  first  question,  Dr  Bancroft  quotes^  nom 
the  writings  of  Lind,  Badenoch,  Trotter,  Clarke,  &c. 'several 
histories  of  the  occurrence  of  severe  and  roost  fatal  fevers  on 
Clipboard,  all  of  which  were  confined  to  the  individuals  who  hmd 
slept  mi  shore,  on  the  coast  of  Africa  and  Asia,  or  the  islands  ad^ 
joining  them,  and  were  of  the  remitting  type,  and  never  seized 
any  one  person  in  the  ships  who  had  not  been  on  shore  exposed 
to  miasmata. 

The  second  question  involves  the  consideration  of  an  exten- 
sive detail  of  facts,  which,  after  some  inconclusive  reasoning  on 
the  necessary  identity  of  the  origin  of  contagion  in  all  cases,  and 
the  necessary  variety  of  contagious  fevers,  if  they  originated 
from  various  collections  of  putridity,  the  authpr  admits  to  be 
the  only  ground  fcH*  determining  the  matter.     His  first  detaib 

fo  to  disprove  the  supposition,  that  putrid  animal  substances,  * 
owever  ofiensive  to  tne  organs  of  sense,  or  however  copioud^ 
and  widely  diffused,  are  capable  of  generating  fever  or  conta^ 
gion  ;  although  it  is  admitted  that,  in  privies  and  oth^  confined 
places,  they  sometimes  give  out  vapours  so  condensed  and  noxi- 
ous as  to  produce  asphyxia,  and  occasionally  death,  in  those  who 
inspire  them.  The  exhumations  at  Dunkirk  in  iiss,  and  those 
in  the  church«yard  of  the  Saints  innocents  at  Paris,  in  1786^ 
were,  indeed,  upon  so  large  a  scale  as  to  decide  this  question* 
In  the  latter  case  nearly  20,000  bodies  were  taken  up,  in  every 
stage  of  putrefaction ;  and  a  considerable  part  of  the  work  was 
carried  on  during  the  greatest  heats  of  summer ;  yet  no  febrile 
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disorder  was  occasioned  by  this  inuneBse  mass  of  carraption. 
^Joum.  de  Physique,  for  1791.  Ann.  de  Cdimie,  Tom.  VI.} 
•Besides  some  other  facts  mentioned  in  the  text,  the  author  has 
inserted  in  his  II.  App^dix  several  additional  documents, ia 
proof  of  the  healthiness  of  persons  living  in  the  midst  of  the 
niost  offensive  exhalations  from  putrefying  matter  with  perfect 
impunitv.  But  upon  this  point,  it  is  altogether  unnecessary  for 
4IS  to  dilate,^  as  the  harmlessness  of  such  exhalations  has  been 
abundantly  demonstrated  by  Dr  Chisholmi  in  his  able  essay  m 
that  sttbjecti  inserted  in  this  Journal  *. 

With  respect  to  the  second  Inranch  of  this  question,  the  fallk'' 
cy  of  the  general  (q)inion  may  perhaps  not  be  so  easily  demon- 
strable. It  is  now,  we  believe,  commonly  admitted,  that,  to  use 
the  words  of  Dr  Cullen,  *^  The  effluvia  constant^  arising  from 
the  human  body,  if  bng  retained  in  the  SBxae  place,  without  be* 
ing  diffused  in  the  atmosphere,  acquire  a  singular  viruienoe,  and 
in  that  state,  being  apphed  to  the  bodies  of  men,  they,  become 
the  cause  of  a  fever  which  is  highly  contagious. "  (First  Lines, 
^  Ixxxi.)  In  this  way,  it  is  su|SMposed  that  tj^hus  is  usually  gene* 
rated  in  the  habitations  of  the  poor,  in  jails,  hospitals,,  and  other 
dose  situations :  and  the  supposition  seems  to  be  countenanced 
by  the  frequent  occurrence  of  this  fever  where  no  communica* 
lion  of  contagion  can  possibly  be  traced,*-by  its  almost  exchi* 
stve  prevalence  in  such  situations,<-«and  by  the  facility  with 
which  its  progress  is  arrested  by  those  means  which  obviate  the 
accumulation  of  human  effluvia;  namely,  by  cleanliness  and 
ventilation.  We  admit,  however,  that  these  are  by  no  means 
incontrovertible  proofs  of  the  fact,  but  are  capable  of  explanation 
upon  other  principles;  and  we  acknowledge  the  difficulty,  stated 
by  Dr  Bancroft,  of  conceiving  how  these  contagious  pn^r* 
ties  are  acquired  by  the  acctimulation  of  the  effluvia :  we  must, 
however,  allow,  that  Dr  Bancroft  has  collected,  with  singular 
industry  and  felicity,  a  considerable  number  of  instances,  where 
the  supposed  cause  existed  in  full  force,  without  giving  rise  to 
its  imputed  effects.  As  far  as  negative  arguments  avan,  these 
statements  are  weighty. 

Dr  Bancroft  quotes  the  accounts,  given  by  various  navigators 
and  travellers,  of  the  close,  almost  subterraneous,  hovels,  in 
which  the  inhabitants  of  the  arctic  regions  ^*  stew  "  themselves 
for.  half  the  year,  without  any  vemiktion^-  together  with  their 
semi-putrid  provisions,  their  excrements,  and  every  species  of 
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filth,  scarcely  supportable  to  those  who  have  visited  them.  Yet 
it  is  asserted  by  Lessep,  Pennant,  Guthrie,  De  ftlertens,  and 
many  other  respectable  writers,  that  fever  of  any  "kind  is  rare 
among  these  people,  and  that  their  health  does  not  maileria^ 
suffer,  under  these  circumstances,  except  from  the  scurvy.  In 
warmer  climates,  f^in,  the  testimotiy  of  the  respectable  Dr  Lind^ 
of  Dr  Trotter,  Dr  Gardner,  Lord  Anscm's  chaplain  (Mr  Waker), 
and  others,  is  adduced,  to  show  that,  in  the  African  slave-ships, 
in  which  the  negroes  were  conveyed  across  the  Atlantic,  in  aa 
atmosphere  more  close,  and  ^*  more  offensively  impregnated  wiA 
human  exhalations,  excretions,  and  excrement,  tnan  could  pro- 
bably be  found  in  any  other  place  of  confinement;"  yet  infecti- 
ous fevers  were  "  scarce  known  "  (Lind)  in  these  ships  j — "  con* 
tadoUs  fevers  are  not  their  diseases.  '*  (Trotter). 

Dr  Lind  states,  that  in  the  Panther,  of  64  gunsi  there  were 
generally  90  patients  sick,  and  crowded  into  the  most  uiiwhole* 
some  part  of  the  ship,  without  the  possibility  of  ventilation,  so 
as  to  render  it  most  offensive  and  sufibcaling»  and  to  disaUe 
the  surgeon  from  remaining  long  in  the  place.  The  scurvy 
was  much  aggravated  by  this  condition ;  *<  yet  out  of  above 
one  hundred  patients,  sent  to  the  hospital  by  this  surgeon,  noc 
one  was  remarked  to  have  anv  sjrmptom  of  contagion  general* 
ed  in  that  apartment. "  Similar  facts,  equally  strong  in  corro« 
boration  of  this  negative  conclusion,  occurred  in  the  vessel 
which  conveyed  the  French  exiles  to  Cayenne,  in  September 
1797;  in  Lord  Anson's  ship,  the  Centurion,  after  the  captured' 
the  Spanish  galleon,  in  1742,  &€•  In  an  appendix  (IIL)>  the 
aodior  proves  most  satisfactorily,  that  the  dise&e,  which  affected 
Mr  HolweH  and  the  survivors  of  the  imprisonment  in  the  black>> 
hole  at  Calcutta,  was  not  contagious  fever;  and  in  the  following 
appendix  (No.  IV.)  he  develops,  with  great  ingenuity  and  saga^ 
city,  the  nature  of  the  diseases  which  occurred  at  what  have 
been  called  the  Black  Assizes  at  Oxford,  in  1577,  and  at  the 
Old  Baiky  in  1750,  especially  the  latter ;  for  the  former,  indeed, 
is  involved  in  great  obscurity.  It  is  clear,  that  the  disordei^, 
which  occurred  at  Oxford,  was  not  contagious ;  and  it  proved 
fatal  in  a  much  shorter  time  than  typhus  is  wont  to  kill,  vi2« 
within  40  hours.  The  writers  of  the  time  doubt,  whether  it 
arose  '^  from  the  noisome  smdl  of  the  prisoners,  or  from  the 
damp  ground. " 

With  respect  to  the  fiever  which  originated  in  the  Old  Bailey^ 
at  the  spring  sessions,  1750,  Dr  Bancroft  enters  into  an  elaborate 
investigation,  which  we  regret  that  we  have  not  room  to  follow. 
It  is  admitted  by  published  accounts,  that  there  was  no  particular 
disease  either  in  Newgate  ^tself,  or  in  the  prisoners  brought  to 
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tkMe  bar*  Dr  Bancroft  has  giyen  us  a  plaa  of  the  court,  in  conae- 
qnence  of  the  circumstanoe,  that  the  Lord  Mayor,  imd  those  on 
hk  left)  and  on  the  left  side  of  the  qourt*  were  alone  seized  ^itb 
the  ^ver.  On  account  of  the  crowded  and  heated  state  of  th^ 
oourt  on  that  day^  a  larffe  window  in  front,  and  on  the  J^t  hand 
of  the  bfdl,  was  opened,  into  which  a  strong  and  cold  easter^ 
wind  entered.     A  grebter  number  of  prisoners  had  been  U:ied  the 

? receding  dayy  but  the  court  being  thin,  no  window  was  opened), 
low  it  is  obvious*  that  in  the  direction  of  this  su-eam  of  cold  air, 
all  the  sickness  wasprpduoed,  and,  therefore,  that  it  ^^  contained 
-^ad  conveyed  the  morbid  influence^  whatever  it  was,  that  oo* 
xasioned  the  fever.  '*  Unfortunately,  respecting  the  kind  of  knejc 
that  was  produced,  no  accurate  aqc^ount  is  extant.  It  was  said 
'to  have  b^n  inflanunatory  in  the  beginning,  but  not  to  bear  large 
evacuations;  and  Sir  J.  Prii^gle  observes,  that  some  escaped  with- 
<out  a  fever  *^  by  a  loosenest^ comiqg  on,  ^hich  was  easily  cured*  *' 
Koue  of  the  p^r^ns  affi>cted  communicated  the  disease  to  others. 
JFrom  these,  apd  other  circumstances,  Dr  Bancroft  is  diiiposed  to 
conclude,  tb^itthe  operation  of  a  partial  stream  of  cold  air,  operat- 
ing on  persons  debilitated  by  excessive  heal,  long  fastin&  anfl 
mental  fatigue,  is  sufficient  to  account  for  the  disease  and  mc^* 
lality  which  ensued. 

In  order  to  prove  still  farther  that  contagious  fever  is  not^^ 
merated  by  crowding,  fikh,  and  deficient  ventilation,  Dr  Bancroft 
adduces  an  additional  store  of  negative  evidence,  upon  no  kss 
Authority  than  that  of  the  able. and  philaaithr-opic  I^r  Howard, 
and  from  other  respectable  sources.  Mr  Howard,  found  no  ty* 
phus  in  Switzerlaiid,  where  Tissot  never  saw  it;  or  in  rae 
«  close"  and  *-  loathsome  "  ceUs  in  the  .prisons  of  Venice,  or  in 
those  of  Naples,  &c.  *^  From  the  heat  of  the  climate, "  he  says, 
**  one  might  imagine  the  jail-fever  would  be  very  likely  to  pr^ 
ovail;  but  /  did  not  find  it  in  anyoj  tfte  prisons,  "  Dr  Mqunseji^ 
who  lived  long  in  Russia,  was  surprised  to  find  that  no  such  disease 
as  Sir  J.  Pringle  described,  was  to  be  found  in  the  crowded  pri- 
t^ns  of  that  country  ,even.at  Moscowand  Petensburgh.  Sauvages 
re^rs  entirely  to  Huxham  and  Pringle  for  all  that  he  relates  of 
the  typhus  carcnum,  Mr  Howard  concluded  his  inquiries  upc^ 
,this  topic  in  these  words.  ^'  If  it  were  asked  what  is  the  cause 
of  the  jail  fever  ?  it  would  in  general  be  readily  replied,  the  waqt 
of  fresh  air  and  cleanliness ;  but "  he  adds,  **  as  I  have  found,  in 
some  prisons  abroad,  cells  and  dungeons  t^  offensive  and  dtrty^A 
any  I  have  observed  in  this  country,  where,  however,  this  dis- 
temper voas  unkncmn^  I  am  obliged  to  look  out  tor  some  addition* 
al  cause  for  its  production.  "  This  additional  cause,  Dr  Bancroft 
affirms,  ^*  can  be  no  other  than  the  contagion  thereof,  which. 
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Iiewever  pi^yalent  in  this  kinsdoin,  has  no  exietaiee  m  moH 
other  oouQtries ;  and  where  it  dDes  not  exist,  there  is  good  rea- 
son to  oonchide  that  the  true  jail  or  typhus  fever  never  oocursy 
though  other  fevars  have  been  frequently  mistaken  for  it. ''— « 
p.  150. 

Hie  third  Part* of  this  work  treats  of  '<  the  causes  of  the  yel- 
low-fever^ "  After  enumerating  several  facts,  in  proof  of  the 
SExistence  of  marsh  miasfnata,  and  of  their  power  <h  fnroducing 
remitting  and  iatermitting  fevers,  the  great  causes  of  mortality^ 
especially  in  hot  ijimates,  the  author  proceeds  to  examme  into 
the  origin^  nature,  and  constituent,  principles  of  these  mias- 
mata. He  adduces  ample  and  demonstrative  evidence,  that 
mere  aqueous  vapour  is  incapable  of  producing  fever,  contrary 
to  the  hypothetical  assertions  of  Dr  Fordyce,  respecting  the  un« 
wholespme  climate  oS  Batavia.  The  principal  proofs  are,  that« 
viiile  at  sea  for  months,  sailors  are;generaUy  extremdy  healthy  i 
that  no  set  of  m^i  are  more  unifoi^mly  strong  and  h^thy  than 
the  Newfoundland  fishermen,  who  ore  usual^  enveloped  in  tho 
dampest  fogs  ibr  several  months  together ;  that  while  persons 
Kving  on  shore,  on  «mwfaolescmi<e  islands,  &c  as  at  Wakheren^ 
are  spicily  attacked  wkh  fevers«  those  who  remain  on  ship-'board 
at  a  little  distance  fWmi  the  land,  entirely  escape  them';  and  that 
the  occurrence  of  th^se  fevers  has  frequently  been  prevented  by 
kying  srwampy  ground  under  water,  under  which  circumstances 
(he  moisture  of  the  atmosphere  must  be  highly  augmented. 

What  tbeh  is  the  noxious  matter  of  these  miasmata  f  The  mi- 
neral part  of  the  soil  is  not  vaporizable  in  any  natural  heat ;  and 
animiu  substances  do  not  appear  capable  of  producing  fever.  Dr 
Bancroft  concludes,  therefore,  that  the  morbific  exhalations  in 
question  arise  wholly  from  ^'  the  mutual  decomposition  of  vege- 
wA^  matters  and  water ; ''  and  that  those  swampy  grounds  are 
most  likely  to  emit  them,  which  contain  the  largest  proportion 
of  sudi  matters,  and  in  which  the  decomposition  is  most  rapid 
and  complete.  The  exhalations  from  macerating  hemp  arid  flax 
are  well  known  in  Italy  to  produce  fisvers ;  and  those  arising 
from  heaps  of  decaying  indigo,  in  the  East  and  West  Indies^ 
have  produced  the  same  effects. 

According  to  the  greater  or  less  prevalence  of  the  circum* 
stances,  then,  favouring  the  decomposition  just  mentioned,  such 
as  moisture,  air,  and  certain  degrees  of  heat,  will  be  the  preva- 
lence or  absence  of  these  fevers.  Hence  excessive  droughts  are 
unfavourable  to  the  production  of  these  fevers,  which  become. 
very  prevalent  whenever  the  droughts  are  Suddenly  terminated 
by  frequent  rains ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  excessively  wet  sea- 
sons, which  inundate  swampy  soils,  also  prevent  the  production 
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offevers,  by  exdadinf;  the  air  from  the  matters  to  be  decomposed.- 
Hence  we  may  account  for  the  seeminglyo^^jvAsi^originof  the  Mmr 
cflects  in  dtfikrent  countries ;  a  wet  season  in  summer  producingp 
an  epidemic  in  dry  countries,  and  a  dry  seasoni  exdtiiig  a  simi- 
lar epidemic  in  swampy  countries  I  several  examples  of  which 
are  adduced.  Bnt  in  addition  to  moisture  and  air,  heat  is  the 
great  agent  in  vegetable  decomposition :  hetfice  it-  is  idwa^j's 
fcund,  that  the  miasmata  of  marshes  are  most  powetftil  wh^ 
the  seasons  are  the  hottest,  and  that  the  rtolence  of  the  te^mr% 
always  correspond  with  the  heat  of  the  atmospliere  at  the  time 
of,  or  a  short  while  previous  to,  their  oceurrenee. 

**  Where  the  surface  of  the  earth  remains  frozen  for  a  considera^ 
ble  space,  as  during  the  long  winters  of  northern  countries,  these  ex- 
halations have  no  existence ;  and  marsh  ferers  never  occur,  unless 
it  be  from  miasmata  generated  and  imUbid  during  the  preceding 
aummer  and  autumn.  They  begin,  however,  to  ihake  their  appear^ 
ance  Foon  after  the  return  of  spring,  but  only  at  first  in  di^  mild* 
est  and  most  innocent  form  ;  that  is,  as  regular  fftiermitteniSf  gene- 
rally of  the  tertian  type ;  and  they  preserve  this  type  while  thd  tem* 
perature  continues  to  be  moderate.  Afterwards^  when  the  wealher 
becomes  warmer,  these  fevers  become  less  regular  and  more  severe ; 
and,  in  the  hottest  parts  of  the  suqpumer  or  autumn,  they  frequently 
assume  the  more  aggravated  types  of  double  tertians^  or  of  remittenU^ 
Id  this  country,  however,  where  the  summer  is  but  moderately  hot^ 
the  last  mentioned  types  of  marsh  fever  are  not  usually  of  a  daD* 
gerous  character :  but  in  Holland,  the  Netherlands,  Germany^  4'c« 
where  the  heats  of  summer  are  generally  greater  than  in  this  eli- 
mate,  marsh  fevers  are  often  attended  with  considerable  mortalitj, 
as  may  be  seen  in  the  able  account  which  Sir  John  Pringle  has  given 
of  them  in  his  work  on  Diseases  of  the  Army ;  and  as  was  recently 
experienced  in  the  unfortunate  expedition  to  Zealand.  In  the  still 
hotter  summers  or  autumns  of  Spain,  It&Iy,  and  more  southern  re* 
gions,  these  remittents  are  yet  more  violent ;  and,  as  will  hereafter 
be  shown,  they  very  frequently  appear  in  the  ft>rm  which  is  known 
at  present  by  the  name  of  yeuow-Jever^  the  most  fatal  examples  of 
which  may  commonly  be  found  in  the  hottest  parts  of  the  globe, 
when  other  circumstances  are  ^vourable  to  the  production  o€  marsh 
miasmata, "  &c.  p.  206. 

A  similar  statement  was  long  ago  made  by  LancisI ;  and  the 
observation,  which  Celsus  repeated  from  Hippocrates,  proves 
that  such  has  been  the  progress  of  fevers  in  the  hot  seasons,  in 
the  countries  bordering  on  the  Mediterranean,  froni  the  earliest 
times.  *^  Periculosior  aestas  ;  autumnus  vero  long^  periculosis- 
^mus. " 

Dr  Bancroft  states  many  decisive  facts  (pp.  219-228.),  in 
proof  of  the  small  distance  to  which  the  miasmata  can  be  con* 
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u^«d  t)jr  \M  atmoapjbflret  su(Bciet^;  coodena^  to  \)b  noxious,! 
XR  the  1^«  W(tIcV>'B°  exp^itiont  the  crews  of  ships  Ijing  with* 
IQ  a  quarter  of  a  iqile  from  the  sbpra,  entirely  escaped  m  (even 
When  a  fleet*  vi  which  Dr  Blane  waa  physician,  watered  at 
Itockfort,  in  Jaiiiaica»  "  thej  found  that  ^f  di^  anchored  close  tp 
the  shore,  so  as  to  smell  the  land  air,  the  health  of  the  men  was 
a^ected>  but  upon  removing  two  eatUs'  length,  no  inconvenience 
was  perc^ved. "     The  marsh  fevers  at 
■ffial}  parts  pf  the  city  nearest  to  the  ma 
inhabitants  of  one  siae  of  a  street,  whili 
liraiain  healthy.     The  perpendicular  h< 
rise  is  obviously  very  small ;  for  it  has  bt 
Hunter,  &c.  thk  the  lower  floor  of  a  b 
\a^y  sickly,  vhile  the  upper  ones  wdre 
disuse.     The  greater  virulence  of  the  n 
been  uniformly  observed,  partly  perhaps 

densatioa  and  accumulation,  af^  partly  from  tlie  greater  susce):^ 
tibiltty  of  the  body  dorlnj;  sleq}.  In  alt  marshy  utuations,  th^ 
persons  who  sle^  on  shore,  have  been  invariably  the  Biti,  or  tbie 
on^v  ones,  seized  with  fevers. 

neqwcting  the  period  between  the  exposure  to  the  influence 
of  nriasmAta,  and  the  appearance  of  the  fever,  Dr  Bancroft  ad- 
duces many  interesting  raCts}  from  which  he  infers — 
"  that,  by  difiercDces  either  in  the  quaptity  or  quality  of  the  noxious 
nhilations  of  mirshet,  tbor  opetadoiii  at  a  caufe  of  fever,  if  liable  to 
great  vaneties,  in  regard  to  its  celerity,  or  the  length  of  time  in  which 
dtleale  adually  appears ;  which  is  foraetimes  withia  taientg-faar  kaursi 
■ad  fomedmeB  not  tjU  iix,  eight,  or  even  nine  montki  have  eUpfed,  and 
then  only  when  alfifted  by  fame  accidental  or  exciting  caufe^  The  longest 
periods,"  he  adds,  "  as  far  as  I  can  difcover,  have  occurred  eitcluliveiy 
In  Cold,  or  temperate  climates  ;  the  shortest  only  in  the  hotter  ;  and  in 
general  there  fcems  to  be  forae  foundation  for, believing,  that,  caterUjm- 
ribuSt  the  difeafe  will  be  moft  violent  in  thofe  cafes  where  it  appeared 
fooneft  after  the  morbtd  caufe  has  been  applied  to  the  body,  '*  ftcj  p.  143. 

On  the  shores  of  Batavia,  it  is  not  tincomnfon  fo^  seamen  to 
be  seized  with  remittent  fever  the  next  morning,  after  having  slept  ' 
on  land  i  whereas  great  numbers  of  officers  and  soldiers,  who 
.escaped  fe\'pr  while  at  Walcheren,  were  atucked  with  interniit- 
tenls,  some  of  tiiem  as  late  as  six,  and  even  nine,months,  dftcr 
being  brought  back  to  this  country.  This  se^m^to  explain  a 
difficulty,  Dr  Bancroft  observes,  respecting  the  mildness  of  ver- 
nal intermittents  in  fenny  coucrtrics :  "  they  may  how  be  consi- 
dered  as  resulting  from  miasmata,  received  into  the  body  during' 
the  preceding  summer  or  aiiltmn,  and  (after  having  remwned  JR  » 
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quiescent  state  daring  the  winter)  rendered  active  by  som^  ex^ 
citing,  or  proximate,  cause  of  fever  in  the  spring. " — The  body 
Is  rend'crea  more  susceptible  of  infection  by  miasmata,  when  ^x*- 
)!inusted  by  fatigue  and  long  lasting  r  "  the  poison  then  gains  ad- 
mission more  readily  into  the  body,  *'  Dr  J.  Hunter  observeff^ 
•*  and  produces  immediately,  the  Worst  kind  of  fever.  It  is  in  thii- 
Way  (he  adds)  that  soldiers  sufi^r  so  much  on  actual  service  ift 
the  West  Indies :  the  few  cases  of  fever  which  proved  fatal  in 
twenty-four  homs^  that  occurred  to  me,  were  alf  contracted  in  a 
similar  manner.  "     (On  diseases  of  the  army  in  Jamaica.)! 

The  most  peculiar  susceptibility  d  the  poison,  however,  hi  re» 
spect  to  yeMow  fever  and  marsh  remittents,  is  found  in  person* 
who  h^ve  jusi  arrived  m  places  where  they  occur,  from  cold  or 
tt;mperate  climates;  whilst  the  old  inhabftants,  who  are  said  ta 
%e  seasoned^  are  as  remarkably  exempt  from  its  action.  0r  Ban- 
croft investigates  at  considerable  length  the  miestron,  in  what 
does  this  seasoning  consist  ?  It  is  not  from  having  previously 
undergone  the  fever;  because  the  same  individual  may  have  it 
several  times,  and  because  many  persons  become  exempt,  with- 
out having  ever  suffered  a^  attack  of  it..  It  is  not  from  residinf; 
long  fai  any  place  in  whifch  the  yellow- fever  is  apt  to  occur ;  a» 
ttte  multitudes  who  Were  swept  off  at  Philadelphia,  New  Yorl^. 
Malaga,.  Cadiz,  &c.  abundantly  demonstrate.  And  it  is  not 
from  habitually  residing  near  marshes;  because  numbers  of  per- 
sons, who  live  at  a  distance  from  marshes,  in  hot  countries,  artr 
'proof  against  the  yellow-fever,  although  they  sometimes  suflFeir 
slight  remittents,  or  intermittent^,  on  beitiff  exposed  to  miasmrf- 
ta  (p.  24*5.)  0r  Bancroft  is  of  opinion,  Uiat  these,  and  all  thfe* 
other  peculiarities  connected  with  k,  am  explicable  upon  a  sini- 
fie  principle  ;  to  wit,  the  accommodation  of  the  heat«m|iking  proi^ 
eess  in  the  human  body  to  the  clunate  or  season,  in  persons  har 
bituated  to  uninfeyrupted  high  temperature  ?  and  viee  versa.  '•  It 
is  chiefly,  if  not  entirely,  to  the  various  degrees  of  that  derange^- 
in^t,  which  heat  occasions  in  persons  net  accustomed  to  warm 
clirruvtes, "  that  Dr  Bancroft  **  attributes  all  those  varietifes  of  lia^ 
jbllUy  to  the  epidemic  yellow-fever,  which  are  observable  in  dif- 
lerr^t  individuals,  from  the  extreme  susceptibility  of  northerti 
sfiB^ngers,  to  the  almost  complete  immunity  of  Creolesy  and  more 
ip^peeially  a4*  African  negroes.  '^  After  stating  the  great  unifop- 
inity  of  temperature  that  prevails  in  the  West  Indies,  (the  ther- 
mometer seldom  falling  below  70®  in  the  winter,  or  rising  above 
38^  in  summer),  Dr  mncroft  makes  tli^e  following  general  obser- 
vations. 

<*  The  excitement  in  the  fYflem,   which  enfues  immediately  upn» 
»<  perfoa's  coming  iota  ib  warm  a  climate  froiti  a  temperate  tegjtmif 
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readere  biro,'  as  I  have  already  said,  emibeDtly  liable  to  the  yjelloifi 
fever,  when  ei^posed  to  the  influence  of  marsh  effluvia :  hy  degrees, 
however,  the  excitability  producing  this  commotion  abates,  and  at 
the  end,  sometimes  of  twelve  months,  but  oftener  of  a  year  and 
half,  or  two  years,  he  acquires  the  power  of  supporting  this  high 
temperature,  and  then  becomes  almost  as  insusceptible  of  the  dis-* 
ease,  as  the  natives  or  old  inhabitants ;  and  aflerwards  retains  this 
happy  immunity  so  long  as  he  continues  in  that  climate,  the  great 
uniformity  of  which  does  not,  indeed,  afford  him  any  means  of  los- 
ing it.  He  may,  likewise,  go  from  the  West  Indies  to  those  parts 
of  North  America,  or  of  Spain,  where  the  yellow- fever  is  ragingf 
with  the  utmost  fury,  with  almost  a  certainty  of  escaping  the  dis-. 
ease :  and  even  if  he  should  not  preserve  his  health  perfectly  in 
those  situations,  he  will,  at  the  worst,  be  only  seized  with  a  mild  re- 
mittent or  ilitermittent  fever,  though  living  in  the  midst  of  thos^ 
who  are  dying  with  the  yellow^fever  in  its  aggravated  formis/' 
(p.  "2^55.) 

.  Dr  Bancroft  corroborates  this  statement  by  numerous  facts. 
When  the  ne^o  slaves  rose  upon  their  French  masters  in  the 
West  Indies^  in  1793,  about  three  thousand  of  the  whit^fled  td 
North  America.  Many  of  these  were  living  at  Philadelphia,  ia 
the  smmmer  of  that  year,  when  above  four  tnousand  of  the  inha- 
bitants died  of  the  yellow-fever  ;  yet  these  refugee^  universally 
escaped  it.  In  die  United  States,  the  climate  varied  much  moref 
than  within  the  tropics :  the  summer  in  T:ie^  England,  for  in^ 
Stance,  although  the  heat  rise  as  high  as  in  Charlestown,  is  shorty 
and  the  winter  is  much  more  severe,  with  considerable  frost  for 
many  weeks. 

'*  Oii  reciirring  to  facts,  it  i(ppears  fVom  them,  that  when  the  yet 
low-fever  had  raged  oter  this  part  of  the  world,  (which  seems  never 
to  have  happened  excepr  when  summers  have  been  exceedingly  hot),' 
die  degrees  in  which  the  citizens  of  the  different  towns  of  Anierica. 
#ere  &blo  to  the  disorder,  correspond  exactly  with  the  power  or 
Supporting  heat  conferred  upon  them  habitually  by  their  respective 
tlimates.  Accordingly,  the  citizens  of  Savannab  and  Charlestown 
ikfe  almost  equally  exempt  from  the  yello^-fevei'  widi  Creoles.  ** 

In  Norfolkf  in  Virginia,  neariy  midway  between  Charle^own. 
and  Philadelphia,  this  epidemic,  (according  to  the  accounts  of 
the  resident  physicians),  *^  in  all  cases,  begins  with  strangers  and 
new-settlers,  affecting  every  one  according  to  his  time  of  resi* 
dence,  and  leaving  the  old  inhabitants  not  wholly  .exempt,  yet 
proof  agaii^st  its  destroying  power. "  In  Baltimore,  Philadelphia^ 
New  York,  and  other  7«9rM^m  towns,  the  old  inhabitants  have 
•ufifered  severely  i  and  the  raaiority  of  those  who  died,  were  fixed 
if^dents^    Again,  the  official  accoimt  of  the  yellow-fever  at  Ca^ 
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dl2S,  in  1800,  araerls,  diat  **  pemm  hidy  anwwi  in  iAat  eky^ 
from  the  WesC  Indies,  dic^  not  sirlR^r  an  attaci  of  tile  epideniiie/^ 
labile  those  persons  whd  had  come  *•  fro<n  Cbnada  and  other 
northern  countries,  **  were  venr  liabte  to  the  d»ea^.  In  fiirtbep 
corroboration  of  the  general  fact,  it  h  observed,  that,  it  the  in- 
habitants of  warm  climates  remote,  for  a  few  years,  mto  coltf 
countries,  and  afterwards  return^  they  are  tlien  found  liabte  to 
the  fever. 

From  these  data,  then,  of  which  we  have  given  a  very  in^er- 
fect  sketch,  Dr  Bancroil  seems  entitled  to  conclude,  ^*  that  the 
joint  influence  of  marsh  miasmata,  and  of  an  atmosphere  unu-' 
sually  and  sufficiently  heated,  upon  persons  biibituated  to  a  cold 
or  temperate  eliBiate,  is,  of  itself,  fuUj  o^^al;^  of  causing  an  epi-^ 
demic  veHow^fev^r,  exactly  re«e«ibiling  that  which  has  commit- 
ted such  ravages  in  the  M^  est  Indies,  the  Urdted  Suites  of  Aaae^ 
rjca,  and  the  south  of  Europe, "  &c.   (p.  276.) 

Having  occupied  so  much  of  our  space  in  following  our  au- 
thor through  his  detail  of  arguments,  and  having  thus  brought 
his  general  principles  before  the  view  of  our  readers,  we  are 
compelled  to  desist  from  tracing,  with  him,  thehistoiy  of ahnost 
all  tne  fatal  remittent  fevers,  wnether  ^^/fcto  or  not,  which  have 
been  recorded,  as  occurring  in  different  parts  of  the  globe.'  In 
the  Fourth  Part,  which  includes  upwards  of  20Q  pages,  Dr  Ban- 
croft has  brought  together  such  a  mass  of  fact  and  testimony, — 
all  tending,  in  our  opinion,  to  confirm  the  foregohig  views,  as 
has  seldom,  if  ever»  been  coRected  into  a  focus,  upon  a  medical 
topic,  with  so  much  perspicuity  and  force.  We  can  only  notice 
some  of  the  leading  points  in  his  Appendix  (No.  VIL) ;  the  sole 
object  of  which  is,  to  confute  the  statemeoits  of  Dr  Chi^lm, 
respecting  the  origin  and  propagation  of  the  yeOow^fever,  bul 
lespecifilly  as  to  its  aHe^  importation  from  the  coast  of  Africa 
Xo  Grenadfa,  in  the  ship  Mankey. 

In  these  statements,  Dr  Bancroft  has,  in  our  opinion,  proved 
incontestably,  that  considerable  incorrectness  exists  in  the  details 
of  Dr  Chisnolm.  We  wish,  however,  that  h^  had  evinced  less 
irritability  on  this  suV>ject,  and  expressed  his  disapprobatian  wiih 
less  df  pdNonaiityi  althou<^h  these  seem  to  have  been  excited  by 
general  accusations,  not  alt<^ther  decorous,  on  the  other  side» 
in  which  Dr  Bancroft  conceived  hims^f  involved.'  We  say  in-* 
>  decorous}  for  that  epithet  appears  to  be  applicable  to  accusations 
of  malpractice,  founded  on  iliffercncc  of  opinion,  where  there 
were  so  many  strong  grounds  for  that  difference,  and  where  so 
many  men  of  acknowkxJged  abilities  accorded  in  espousing'  the 
doctrine  impugned.  We  profess  our  great  respect  for  the  leanl- 
iHg  and  takiiis  of  Dr  Chishohri,  (of  both  of  which  this  Journai 
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kas  cKkibitfifd  noany  proafe);  Imit,  <<  niagis  simcn  verities: ''  we 
caaiM  ^t  yield  our  assent  to  the  views  of  Dr  B.ancroil,  f^ip-^ 
pMted  a^iliey  are  m  tbk  work^  upon  ttlie  subjea  under  discussion, 
Ctr  Bancpoft  shows,   that  nkheogh  Caplaifi  Beairor  .(&f  an 
early  opinion  of  whom  Dr  Chisholm  has  availed  hiR>8elf)  at  firs* 
tlbotgtiFt  iiie  fevier  on  board  die  Oalypso  to  be  coiQtagious,  yet  he 
was  soon  compdled  by  dbsenration  to  relinquish  that  nc^tion,  as 
Us  journal  and  official  letters  provew    In  a  letter  to  lUie  JBulama 
trasteesy  be  ascribes  the  mortality  among  the  people^  to  excessive* 
labour  and  fatigue,   the  rains,  the  uDwholesome  climiitc  and 
season,  -and  to  the  great  depression  of  spirits  of, the  colonists  5; 
and  in  respect  to  the  reported  mal^nity  of  the  disease,  alleged 
to  have  existed  in  the  ship,  Hankey,  he  affirm^,  that  ^  there  was 
not  the  shadow  of  a  foundation  "  for  the  assertion.     Again,  Lieii^ 
tenant- governor  Young,  in  has  *'  return  "  of  the  Buflama  adven- 
turers, speaks  of  the  fever  as  "  of  the  intennittcnt  kind^  and  not  z«i- 
ficHous^ "     Mr  Paibaascribestiie  mortality  of  the  people  to  vari«* 
6us  causes;  some  having  intermittents,  some  a  more  violent  h-^, 
ver,  some  diarrhoea,  otha'sdysentery,  and  others  again  fell  mar-n 
^rs  to  the  indiscreet  use  of  opium  and  spirits,  which  ibey  took 
as  preservatives.    Lastly,  Dr  Wint^ottom,  who  was  resident 
physician  at  Sierra  Leone,  wiien  the  Calypso  arri\*ed  there,  af^ 
firms  tbat^he  <*  remained  about  six  weeks,  dm*ing  which  time 
upwards  ofj^i^  of  the  crew^and  passengers  died  of  the  remtUent 
Jevetf  thougtkunaitetidedmth  miuapj'earanceofpi'Cidiarmolignity.*' 
Yet  diis  ivas  the  fever  said  to  oe  communicated  to  the  Hankey. 
The  Calypso  had  been  in  company  six  weeks,  when  she  sailed 
on  the  li^th  of  July,  179^ :  yet  at  that  time  only  three  of  the 
crew  of  the  Hank^  were  ill  of  fever,  and  not  one  had  been 
buried,  when  she  sailed  from  Bulama,  November  23d.     For 
during  the  rainy  season,  the  crew  remained  comparatively  healthy, 
ahhougb  shot  up  with  the  skk  in  the  ship ;  ^hile  numbers  of 
&e  colonists  perished  on  shore:  a  tolerably  clear  proof  that 
miasmata^  and  not  contagion^  produced   the  sicktiess.     Fron) 
die  end  of  October,  however,  when  they  began  to  }irepare  for 
dieir  departure,  the  crew  were  employed  onsAorey  stowing  goods, 
and  In  the  dangerous  occupations  of  cutting  logs  and  watering 
the  ship.     After  leaving  Bulama  on  the  5?3d  of  November,  the 
Hankey  went  to  Aie  unwholesome  settlement  of  Plssao,  and  re- 
mained a  week ;  and  when  the  ship  sailed  thence,  on  the  3d  of 
December,  "  three  of  the  crew  were  taken  il)  of  fever.  '*     This 
sickness  was  increased,  Captain  Beaver  believes,  by  the7ai(;;/r, 
under  the  heat  of  the  day  and  the  de^s  of  the  night,  "  con- 
sequent on  the  ship's  running  aground  on  the  4th  of  December, 
in  the  Cijuga  clmnneL  "    Jn  tliis  sitMatioii  ^e  remained  till  tb^ 
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9di;  and,  Captain  B.  adds,  '*  the  boat  bavins  been  sei^t  about' 
90  miles  to  Bissab  for  assistance,  I  find  noteain  the  Hanke/^ 
)og*book,  on  the  day  of  her  return,  which  was  the  Stilt  all  the 
people  which  came  from  Bissao  in  the  pinnace  taken  ilL  **'  (Af-* 
TJcan  memoranda,  p.  192.) 

The  Hankey  arrived  at  St  Jago  on  the  26th  of  December,  and 
anchored  at  port  Praya,  in  that  island,  January  4th,  179S|  hav- 
jng  then  lost  by  deaths  subsequently  to  her  departure  from  Bula- 
nia,  8  of  her  crew,  with  5  men,  5  women,  and  2  children,  co* 
lonists,  who,  as  Mr  Paiba  states,  were  all  unwell  when  taken  on 
board.  Here,  Dr  Chisbolm  states,  they  found  the  Charon  an4 
Scorpion  ships  of  war,  (these  ships,  however,  arrived  on  th^ 
13th  and  24tn  of  January  respectively),  who  furnished  the  Han- 
key wiih  two  men  each.  Two  of  these,  he  adds,  died  of  the 
fever,  and  the  two  otliers  were  afterwswds  put  on  shore  at  Gre- 
nada, *^  in  the  most  wretched  state  possible.  "  From  this  com- 
munication with  tlie  Hankey,  he  continues,  "  the  pestilence  was 
brought  on  board  both  ships ;  and  of  the  Charon's  crew  3Q 
died,  and  of  the  Scorpion'^  crew  about  15." — Now  these  state^ 
ihents  are  asserted  to  op  erroneous,  by  Dr  Trotter,  Mr  Smither 
surgeon  to  the  Charon,  Mr  Paiba,  &c.  who  affirm,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  "  no  Jever  appeared  in  either  of  the  men  of  w^  in 
consequence  of  this  communication!  they  arrived  at  Grenada  in 
perfect  health. " — The  Scorpion  did  not  lose  a  single  man  during 
ihe  whole  voyage,  and  the  Charon  lost  only  Jour  ^  from  causes 
described  by  Dr  Trotter,  and  wholly  foreign  to  the  Hankey. " 
It  is  shown  from  the  log-book  of  the  Hankey,  that  only  one  of 
the  four  men,  sent  from  the  ships:  of  Wav,  died;  and  he  was 
unwetlf  though  able  to  do  duty,  when  sent  on  board:  **  all  the 
others  were  perfectli^  well "  when  the  Hankey  reached  the  West 
Indies,  **  and  continued  so. "  v 

'  Dr  Bancroft  then  traces  the  progress  of  the  Hankey  to  Grenada, 
and  ultimately  to  England,  and  it  appears  perfectly  certain,  *'  that 
every  body  on  boara  the  Hankey  was  Well,  when  she  arrived  at 
Grenada,  and  continued  so  during.her  stay  there,  and  also  during 
the  whole  of  her  voyage  to  England,  which  is  probably  more  than 
could  be  said  of  any  other  ship  then  at  Grenada:  so  that,  etjln  if 
itwere  ascertained  that  ah  importation  of  febrile  infection  had  then 
taken  place,  every  other  sbip  ought  to  Jiave  bfcn  suspected  of  it 
before  the  Hankey. "  7S7.  DrChisholm  himselfj  indeed,  ascribes 
the  contagion  to  the  infected  baggage  of  the  deceased  cplonists, 
and  not  to  any  living  persons,  ^ut  against  this  supposition,  Dr 
Bancroft  adduces  sOme  insuperable  objections.  Dr  0hisholm 
"has  appatently  traced  with  care  the  progress  of  the  contagion 
iirst  to  Captain  Remington,  secondly  to.  the  crew  of  (he  Dc^ 
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&u(icej  and  thirdly  to  the  crew  of  th^  ship  3aillies.  Dr  Ban* 
^roft,  however,  brings  forward  the  testimony  of  individuals^ 
which  leaves  no  doubt  as  to  great  incorrectness  being  committed 
in  Dr  C.'s  details.  -Captain  Kemington  had  been  out  all  the  day 
^ad  night  in  a  boat ;  he  had  been  wet  through ;  he  slept  in  his 
clothes  on  board  the  Hankey,  and  went  back  in  an  open  boat 
the  next  day  to  his  ship :  •*  enough, "  says  Mr  Paiba,  "  to  kill 
any  one  in  that  climate."  Again,  so  far  from  being  "  seizea 
with  a  malignant  pestilential  fever, "  and  so  far  from  having  "  the 
violence  of  his  symptoms  increased  so  rapidly  as  on  the  third  day! 
to  put  an  end  to  his  exi^tfence,^'  as  Dr  Chisholm  relates ;  Captain 
Remington  was  consider^  by  Dr  Stuart,  his  physician^  as  hav- 
ing a  mild  fever,  **  from  cold  caaight  on  his  passage  up  ;"*'  an(J 
Dr  Stuart  left  him  on  the  third  day^  without  "  any  idea  of  hw 
being  in  danger. "  It  appends  he  died  on  the  eighth  day.  With 
respect  to  the  Defiance, ^»e  of  her  crew  who  visited  the  Hankey^ 
are  said  by  Dr  C.  to  have  "  all  been  immediately  seized  with  th^ 
fever, "  and  to  have  all  "  died  in  three  days. "  This  Dr  BancrQi| 
maintains  is  incredible.  No  cb?itagion  ever  produced  disease  im-^ 
mediately:  "  the  plague  itself  does  not  act  with  such  celerity.  '* 
And  he  thinks  the  great  unfformity  t)f  4ts  course  in  *U  is  equaHjr 
incredible.  With  regard  to  the  crew  of  the  ship  Bailiies,  Dr 
Chisholm  says,  ^^  these  communicated  the  infection  to  the  ships 
nearest  to  them,  and  it  gradually  spread  from  those  nearest  the 
mouth  of  the  Carenage,  where  the  Hankey  for  some  time  lay, 
to  those  at  the  .bottom  of  it  i  not  one  escaping  in  succession, 
whatever  means  the  captains  took  to  prevent  it :  " — an  effect,  Dr 
Bancroft  remarks,  "  which,  if  correctly  stated,  is  much  more  lil^  ' 
Jthat  of  marsh  miasma,  than  of  contagion. "    p.  7S5.  ' 

When,  in  addition  to  these  circumstanced^  it. is  recdlectaed, 
that  the  Hankey^  in  her  passage  from  St  Jago  to  Grenada,  re- 
niained  nearly  two  days  at  Barbadoes,  (all  the  passengers  com- 
municating freely  with  the  inhabitants),  and  had  a  ^unilar  delay 
and  communication  at  St  Vincent's,  without  leaving  any  conta- 
gion ; — that  she  had  been  three  times  cleans^  and  fumigated 
(viz.  at  Bulama,  Bissao,  and  St  Jago)  ;-r-and  that,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  season,  though  early,  was  in  an  extraordinary  degrep 
hot,  and  suited  to  a  copious  production  of  marsh  miasmata,  jthe 
thermometer,  according  to  Dr  Chishqjm's  diary,  rising  at  noon 
to  8b°  and  89°  ;— when  all  these  points  are  taken  into  consider- 
ation, we  think  there  can  remain  Jittle  doubt,  that  the  mortality 
at  Grenada  originated,  liJ^e  that  of  other  hot  seasons  in  the 
same  climate,  from  the  endemic  caususp  or  remittent  yellow- 
fever, 

Py  Bancroft  quotes  ^  striking  proof  of  t]^e  non-contagigus  nai- 


M  Th  Bsaxcr^  en  ihe  "YeJlUw^Wetxr^  tec.  i^ 

tore  of  the  fever  at  Pfafladdphig,  tvbfch  Bt  Chidibl^  siq^fiMcs 
to  have  been  imported  from  the  West  Indiesy  wlfet^  it  was  d^ 
med  from  the  Hankey.    Dr  Valemin  has  stat^  thkt,  vhto  ^ 

33idemic  ceased,  as  usual,  at  the  approach  of  winter,  nI]  thebed^^ 
ingf  blankets,  clothes,  and  other  effects,  which  had  been  lised 
by  me  sick  in  the  hospitfil  (appropriate  exclasiveiy  t6  the  re^ 
iception  of  patients  in  the  fever)  at  Bush  HiU,  '^  were  sold  toUbe 
agents  of  the  French  government,  and  employed  fot  their  mk 
joldiers  and  seamen,  without  having  bten  voasncdp  fiimigtiied^  i3^, 
even  aired:  **  yet  there  was  never  any  dppearance  of  tfiseteethns 
^communicatea. 

But  we  must  desist  from  farther  detail ;  and  have  1^  otnv» 
kelves  no  room  to  enter  upon  any  view  of  our  nuthor^s  cminions 
respecting  typhus,  dysentery,  and  the  pltigti^,  Vhich  are  dtscQs$e4 
in  the  three  chapters  of  Part  V.  il^otwith^n^idg  the  lengtib^ 
which  we  have  protrapted  this  article,  at  ^he  hazard  of  wearying 
ptnr  readers,  weshallponcli^de  by  recoinn)endniglliem.^tr^uously 
j^o  make  themselves  intim^ely  acquaitUed  with  the  original 
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'^$$ay$  on  the  Changes  of  the  Human  -Body  at 'its  d\ffirent  Age$j 
the  Diseases  to  uhich  it  is  predisposed  in  each  period  of'  Life  $ 
and  tke  physfoiogical  principles  of  its  Longevity^  The  'whole 
illustratedhy  many  Jnalo^es  in  f^lants  and  AniinafSf  By  Tho? 
MAS  Ja:^£S0N,  M,  D.  Member  of  the  Colleges  of  Physicians  i^ 
Londqn  and  Edinburgh,  and  r^id^rt  Physician  at  ChdtefiT 
ham.    8vo.    pp,  36Q.    !|..ondon,  1811^    Loagnlan&Co. 

T^R  JA>fEsOi!?  has  certainly  committed  an  error  jn  the  very  out? 
-^  set  of  his  work;  for  instead  of  dedicating  it  to  Dr  Baillie, 
who  must  already  have  something  roor^  thap  a  smattering  of  in? 
formation  on  this  subject,  and  has  x\o  time  for  rea^iiig,  he  should- 
^have  addressed  it"  to  the  Hypochondriacs  of  theyniteoKingdom^'^ 
who  would  perhaps  ardently  peruse  it  ^  >r)io  would  just  find  a  suA> 
ficient  smattering  of  medical  knowledge  in  it  to  puzzle  them^  and 
make  them  wish  for  more;  and  who  wo^ild  probably,jtherefore,  vi? 
^it  Cheltenham,  and  Dr  Jameson  forthwith,  in  order  to  |eam  from 
f he  latter  how  to  expound  scientifically  all  the  singular  processes 
gf  tlieir  interual  organs^  fmd  thef^  to  drin^  Qf  bis  uewlvrdisfom? 
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€d  "mA^  snd  wash  awsrjr  all  the  feces  from  their  bowels^  and  thg 
fancies  from  th^  h^iids. 

BWit  ivhHe  this  book  is  calculated  to  puzzle  the  hvpochohdriact 
we  fear  it  is  itot  likely  to  infbrm  the  physician.  .  For  in  truth,  it 
<3dKitain^  ii  most  abundant  store  of  commoniplace  and  superficial 
obserVatlotis,  ^hich,  i;tre  thinic,  have  only  not  been  collected  before^* 
because  no  one  has  decked  tliem  worthy  to  be  collected.  This,^ 
however,  is  not  the  ground  upon  which  the  author  anticipates 
critical  ^^ensure:  he  seems  fully  persuaded  of  the  mamirtnde  and 
importancie  of  the  knowledge  Which  he  has  compiled ;  but  he 
(ears  only  the  lash  of  criticism,  from  his  peculiar  decision  of  many 
pro£[mnd  and  long  disputed  questions.  **  No  doubt,  the  con-* 
iltant  applicfrtion  of  forty-four  years  to  the  science  of  medicine, 
must  indicate -a  Hfe  sufficiently  long,  "  he  says,  **  to  entitle  thfe 
^uBibr  to  form  ^me  judgment  of  the  changes  of  the  body  by  age, 
frdm  personal  experience,  &c. "  pref.  xv.  But,  on  a  subject 
irhich  numberless  physiologists  have  touched  upon,  and  on  which 
every  man  living  is  more  or  less  informed,  (for  it  is  to  this  sort  of 
ob^rvation  that  the  adage  applies,  when  it  affirms,  that  *^  every 
tnan  is  either  a  fool  or  a  physician  at  thirty"),  there  is  the  Ics^ 
necessity  for  a  grey  beard  on  the  chin  of  Jhe  compiler,  and  the 
greater  difficulty  of  rendering  the  compilation  interesting  by  ori- 
ginality of  observation  or  novelty  df  fect^  And  we  are  sorry 
that  we  cannot  express  any  higher  approbation  of  our  author's 
logical  disquisitidns,  than  of  his  observations  and  reflections  upon 
^e  detail  of  facts* 

We  cannot  pretend  to  enter  into  a  minute  analysis  of  this  trea- 
tise, but  must  content  ourselves  with  presenting  some  specimcfin 
of  its  execution,  in  justification  of  the  remarks  we  have  made* 

With  respect  to  the  physiology,  he  telk  us,  in  the  ordinary  way, 
jthat  the  living  principle  "  is  an  invisible  agent  o(  which  we  can 
form  *no  competent  idea  ;  "  and  in  a  note  it  is  said,  **  The  consi- 
deration of  soul  the  author  leaves  to  divines,  and  ha^only  to  ob- 
aerve,  thtit  he  is  sensible  of  something  existing  within  him  inder 
pendent  qftlte  matter  of  the  body,  which  imll  exist  after  its  disso- 
luUon.  *'  p,  7.  py  what  **  sense'*  does  the  author  discover  this^ 
which  has  been  thesubject  of  doubt  anc|  discussion  among  phi- 
Josophers  in  all  ages?  Biit  in  the  arrangement  of  his  ♦*  principles  " 
oiir '  author  commits  the  same  abuse  of  language,  whjcn  ha$ 

fmzzled  men  \w  all  ages  in  the  investigation  of  the  plainest  (|ues-» 
ions.  IResides  thi^  •*  principle  **  of  life,  there  are  other  prin- 
fciples ;  there  is  a  sort  of  trinity  of  liyes ;  for  instance,  "  V^ge* 
fable  llfe^  depending  upon  the  irritdble  principle,  which  causes  the 
poDtraction  of  matter,  and  gives  a  peculiar  action  to  the  different 
prgans,    Sensitive  li^e^  arising  from  the  addition  of  sensibility  tt^ 
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tbe  irritable  power,  wliich  is  discover^  in  invertebral  anixoakf 
by  expressions  of  desire  and  pain.  And  Cerebral  life^  where  im* 
presstons  are  transmitted  to  a  common  sensorium,.  the  source  of 
ideas  and  thought,  as  is  discovered  in  Tertebral  animals. " 

But  we  have  also  VLpriruiple  of  growth,  *^  stated  by  spme  au- 
thors to  be  a  principle  entirely  diflerent  from  the  former  ones.  " 
**  Growth,  like  irritability, "  says  Dr  Jameson,  "  exists  in  bodies 
after  their  nerves  are  divided ;  but  it  does  not  in  all  things  cor« 
respond  exactly  w*ith  the  laws  of  irritability  in  either  kingdom/' 
'He,  however,  believes^  '^  that  it  is  intimately  connected  with  the 
irritable  principle ;  "  and  he  goes  on  to  inform  us,  that  th^  former 
principle^  growth,  is  astimujus  to  the  letter;  and  mist^ing  effect 
for  cause,  observes,  that  ^*  the  stinmbts  of  growth  produces  a 
quick  circulation  of  nutritious  fluid  over  the  system^  intended, 
no  doubt,  "  (how  sagacious!)  "  for  a  speedy  supply  of  arterial 
blood,  containing  new  matter,  to  enlarge  the  size  of  parts. "  p.  12. 
In  conclusion,  he  sagely  informs  us,  that  ^^  it  is  the  perpetual  ap- 
plication of  &esh  particles  of  nutritious  matter  to  the  substance 
of  the  body,  that  prevents  its  putrefaction^  and  sustains  the 
growth  of  tlie  various  parts.  W«  accordingly  find  the  nails  ami 
beard  renewed  by  protrusion,  soon  after  they  are  cut  away;  the 
circulating  fluids  of  healthy  young  persons,  undergoing  total  re- 
novation in  the  space  of  a  few  days ;  the  soft  solids,  are  com* 
pletely  renewed  in  a  few.  years,  and,  according  to  some  authors, 
|vithin  periods  of  five  years,  ty  tkem  called  lustres,  "  p.  18.  Dr 
Jameson  actually  supposes,  it  would  seem,  that  these  physiolo^ 
^ts  invented  the  ierm  lustre^  to  denote  s.  period  of  five  years ; 
a  proof  of  the  extent  of  his  classical  reading* 

T)r  Jameson,  with  the  intention  of  being  properly  methodical, 
/divides  .*'  life  ir^lojive  periods,  each  of  which  possesses  (he  tells 
lis)  a  distinctdegree  of  vigour. "  p.  23.  These  are  thefistal  state^ 
Infancy,  youth,  nmnhood,  and  old  age;  and  by  a  singular  arith- 
metic, he  informs  us,  that  ^^  each  of  these  periods  will  be  sul> 
divided  into  two  epoclis, "  (i.  e.  according  to  Cocker,  into  ten)^ 
*^  to  mark  more  distinctly  the  different  degrees  of  strength  at 
their  beginning  and  end,  which  will  bring  them  near  to  the  seven 
dges  of  Hoffmann"  (p.  25«):  and  still  further  to  sanction  bis  ar« 
rangement,  he  quotes  at  length  the  speech  of  Jaques,  in  **  As 
You  Like  It, "  reminding  us  of  the  sagacity  of  the  immortal 
Shakespear,  "  in  deteetiug  .this  exact  niKuber  of  ages.  In  one 
point,  however,  Dr  Jamcoon's  epochs  differ  from  the  seven  ages 
of  Shakespear  and  Hoffmann,  in  as  much  as  neither  of  these  sa? 
gacious  writers  have  an  age  before  birth. 

All  this,  we  think,  tends  to  confirm  our  opinion  of  the  mistake 
committed  in  the  dedication ;  for  these  profound  discussion^ 
ccuid  only  be  expected  to  interest  ^*  the  lean  and  slippered  pan- 
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takxm^  "  who  are  engaged  in  tours  to  watering-^places,  and  yU 
sits  to  physicians,  and  whom  he  intends  to  astonish  by  his  logic 
and  philosc^hy.  Surdly  he.  could  not  addre^  the  following  ar-r 
gumeiits  to  Dr  Baillie,  or  any  other  physiologist,  in  proof  of 
Uie  accuracy  of  this  flivision. 

«*  The  coincidence  of  our  divisions  (i.c.  those  of  Hoffmann,  Shake- 
spear  and  himself],  with  the  climacteric  years  of  the  ancients  in 
Greece  and  Arabia,  is  not  unworthy  of  particular  attention.  Pytha- 
goras, who  derived  his  knowledge  from  the  Chaldeans,  Phoenicians, 
and  Grecians^  applied  the  number  seven  to  all  siriences  physical  and 
divine ;  and  his  opinions  prevailed  so  generally,  that  Hippocrates  in-' 
troduced  the  doctrine  of  time  combating  diseases,  or  critical,  days  in 
fevers,  upon  septenary  principles.  This  doctrine  became  the  theme 
of  Galen,  as  well  as  of  most  of  his  followers,  &c.  The  late  Dr  Cul- 
kn  was  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  fevers  had  a  tendency  to  change 
upon  quaternary  and  septenary  days,  "  &c.  And  then  he  over- 
whelms us  with  a  chronological  argument  in  a  note.  *^  This  doctrine 
of  numbers,  therefore,  prevailed  a  great  length  of  time,  as  appears 
from  the  authors  we  have  quoted,  who  have  written  in  favour  of 
idle  subject.  Pythagoras  flourished  about  500  years  before  Christ^ 
Hippocrates  dbout  150  after  him,  and  Galen  200  after  the  birth  of 
Christ.  Stahl's  work,  Theoria  Medica,  was  published  in  1708: 
Hoffmann^s  Opeir,  Om.  Annorum  Climactericorum  was  published'  in 
1748  ;  and  CuUen's  First  Lines  were  published  in  1778.  "     p.  27. 

After  describing  the  peculiarities  of  each  age  and  epoch,  Dc 
Jameson,  in  his  remaining  p^es,  goes  over  the  whole  nosology^ 
medical  and  surgical,  enumerating  ^^  all  the  ills  the  fle&h  is  heir 
to.  *'  With  a  few  specimens  of  his  sage  observations  on  the  for- 
mer part  of  the  subject,  we  shall  take  our  leave.  The  Jirst  age 
of  lite  being  completed,  by  the  obtrusion  of  the  child  from  the 
uterus  of  its  mother,  they  are  still  not  without  connexion. 

*^  Bonds  of  union  still  exist  between  the  mother  and  child;,  for  ft 
has  no  sooner  acquired  the  powers  of  voice,  than  a  connate  sense  of 
hunger  impels  it  to  make  demands  for  the  assimilated  nutriment  it 
has  providedjbr  itself^  and  phosphate  of  lime,  which  abounded  in  the 
mother's  urine,  is  now  found  in  the  milk  of  the  breast  ready  for  tlie 
^nsoltdation  of  die  infant  bones.  The  children  of  tliis  country  aM 
therefore  put  to  the  breast  in  six  or  eight  hour$  after  birth,  *'  &c.  (63.) 

The  next  great  change,  the  author  telis  us,  is  observable  in 
the  first  dentition,  the  ordinary  progress  of  which  he  describes ; 
and  remarks,  that  ^^  the  round  faces  of  children  gradually  as- 
sume a  new  appearance  as  the  teeth  develop.  Thus,  the  jaws 
are  nearly  semicircular  until  three  years  of  age ;  but  lose  their  ror 
itmdity  afterwards,  bj/  elongation  of  the  maxillary  bones. "  (64.) 

V  llie  skin,  in  early  infancy,  is  soft,  vascular,  and  possessed  of^  sq 
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mtich  'delicac7»  that  itlslialAe  to  exconatlon  i^m  \ht  nnalftst  ne- 
j^lect  6f  cleanliness,  i«1iich  is  ^  reason  ^mt 't)ie  breach  bf  infimts  is  89 
cften  intfameA  "by  die  uiine*  The  ntnnetoiis  capillary  yteMels  of  die 
»kin  eili^le  copious  vaftpurs  of  a  Im  acrid  nature  at  the  begittm^ 
than  at  the  end  of  the  period.  These  in-eserve  die  ^surface  in  a  iiKM|t 
and  sensible  slate ;  but  aa  the  cudcle  and  subjacent  mucus  indurate 
t>7  air  and  pressure,  tlie  skin  loses  part  of  its  transparency  and  florid 
colour,  and  becomes  gradually  more  firm  and  less  irritable.  The 
most  important  condition  of  the  external  surface  in  this  early  age, 
consists  in  its  extreme  sensibiltty^  from  an  almod  bare  slate  -of  the 
nerves^  cohered  only  by  a  fine  thin  cuticle.  In  this  toay,  the  nervous 
papillae  of  the  fiiiigers  become  a  valuable  means  of  storing  the  young 
mind  tviih  accurate  ideas^  and  (^  correcting  errors  of  the  other  sense% 
in  their  most- imperfect  state.  It  has  therefore  been  calculated  that 
%he  mind  acquires  more  ideas  in  the  three  years  succeeding  birtb^ 
than  in  all  the  rest  of  life. 

*•  The  extreme  sensibility  of  the  whole  body  proves,  at  die  sam^ 
time,  the  cause  -of  numerous  painful  sensations,  and  of  many  of  the 
cries  of  new-born  children,  so  generally  imputed  to  a  sense  of  hun- 
ger, since  they  begin  to  smile,  and  to  exhibit  more  plesing  sensaiiom 
as  the  skin  becomes  more  indurated,  about  five  or  six  weeks  after 
bh-di, '»  &c.  &c.     (p.  65.) 

.  Thus  we  are  to  ascribe  the  effects  of  the  development  of  the 
faculties  of  -the  mind  commensumie  with  the  growth  of  tbeor* 
gans  of  the  body,  to  the  induration  of  ibe  skin  !  and  to  at^ibute 
the  knowledge  that  results  from  the  comparison  of  the  ini{}re&- 
sions  upon  two  or  more  senses  at  the  same  time,  to  the  peculiar 
sensibility  of  infantine  papillae !  But  we  are  weary  qf  t^es9 
^'  magnse  nug^ej  ma^is  cooatilfus.  " 


IV.— V. 

511^  Trial  of  Michael  Whiting  for  administering  Poison  to 
Qeorge  and  Joseph  hangman^  at  the  Assizes  holden  at  Ely^  on 
Wednesday  the  Mh  of  Marchf  1812.  Taken  in  Court  bgr 
Thomas  Leigh.    Svo.     CambridgCi  1812. 

s 

^ke  exfretordindry  Trial  of  Daniel  Dawson  at  the  Assizes  held  for 
'  the  County  of  Cambridge^  on  Friday^  March  12,  1812,  ofi  an  in* 
'  -  ^fctmmt  charging  him  '^th  jjoisonin^  the  Eagle  Volt,  ihejnvperty 


1812.  7>ial  qf  JIgkfmt  WiiAng^  ^c; 

of  Sir  F.  Stumdidk,  of  yimmnarket.  TiAen  in  Court  1>y  Gsobsb 
Kent.    8vo«    Newmark^>  1812. 

IT  is  timfi^i  unnecessary  ^  remark,  th^t  two.  niaoife  iaapprtv^ 
,  cbaFg«9  tbtii,  thgs^  ^tiU;^  in  tb^  ^bov^  indictoifiUs,  seldom  oir 
evev  came  before  in  couHj  mA  jury  for  tb«ir  invcistigation  an4 
$DaI  d^cidoQ.  In  «v«ry  ^nii  or  vieivft.  ^isooin^;  i^  a  dang^rou^ 
uA  9|SS*aiV{^  ^efieft  o>  unirifer,  not  qn^  on  ac^^oui^  of  ibd 
difficuky  in  ^efi^cting  it,  but  of  the  deiii^rfg^  ro^li^e  wi^v^h^ 
k  ia  peiptetfiit^  its  €ri>ek}\  «p^  Uije  impossibility  of  guar^ag 
Igainst  It.  Until  lately,  Iv^wev^,,  tj^f  m»^^  inti^nt  tot  mur^^ 
by  a4nEuni^eriQ|;  poisw  wfis  9ot  a  c^it^l  ^w^  But  by  aoi 
act  of  paipfiaffiant  Jiaased  ia  i\^  4r3d  yea^  of  )m  prc^nt  m^fe^tjr, 
fommonly  ealled  I.rord  EUenbor^ugt^'a  fK;^  it  ia  enacted)  thi^,  if 
any  person  shall  wilfolly  ^  n^aiicipus^  a4^inister  to,  or  cause 
10  he  •dmifiostered  to,  or  taken  by,  wy  ^i  bis  m^c^ly's  subjects^ 
any  deadly  poispot  with  intent  to  innrde)?^  het  his  counsellors^ 
ludexiss  fl^  abettorst  ^ba&  be  guilty  of  felony,  without  benefit  of 
derjry.  We  have  had  occasion  to  allude  to  this  aet  upon  n 
former  discussion  of  an  important  question  of  forensic  medjcuiei 
aad  indeed,  when  ordinary  int^ests  are  cioncerned,  medical  inea 
are  seldom  consulted  in  courts  of  la^Wy  so  thut  an  acquaintance 
with  e^ery  thing  relatini^  to  this  act  n^ay  tfqly  be  set  down  among 
the  most  important  articles  of  professional'  i^formiUion*  \ 

The  facts  of  Michael  Whiting's  ^a^  were  clearly  and  faivlyi 
Itated  by  the  counsel  for  the  prosecution  $  and,  from  his  addrest 
to  the  jury,  we  shall  select  the  foMowing  particulars :— ^The  two 
prosecutors  in  this  indictment  were  George  Langman  ecid  Jo^ 
leph  Limgman,  both  minors,  living  as  housekeepers  at  Down* 
ham,  with  Catherine  Carter,  their  servfint  or  housekeeper,  and 
their  younger  sister,  Sarah  Langman.  These  four  persons  eon^ 
Itiiuted  the  whole  fomily.  The  prisoner.  Whiting,  was  a  shop* 
keeper  at  Downham,  and  he  dealt  in  bread,  flour,  drugs,  and 
rarioiis  other  articles.  He  was.  related  to  the  Langmans  by 
marriai^,  having  married  their  eldest  sister,  and,  in  the  event  of 
their  dea>tb,  hi^  expected  to  get  some  property.  The  first  wit** 
ness  eaikd,  Catherine  Carter^  the  hous^eeper,  declared,  thai 
on  Tuesday  morning,  the  l^th  of  March  1811,  about  seven 
o'docic,  fihe  sent  the  child,  Sarah  Langman^  to  the  house  of  the 

EiscQer  for  a  loa^  ^^y  usually  baked  their  own  b^eftj. 
It  they  bf^ppened  on  that  day  to  have  none  in  tlie  lK)0se.  The 
|nri^ner  came  himself. with  a  loaf  a  ^hort  tirue  afterwards;  he 
inquired  wliether  they  had  any  flour  in  the  house,  and  finding 
they  had  not,  said^  <*  he  would  scud  them  ^little  fl.uur  ajad 
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meat  to  mdce  a  piling  with;  '^  One  of  th6  brotbers,  Joseph 
Lanffman,  replied,  that  they  did  not  want  any ;  but,  notwith- 
standing thb,  the  prisoner  returned  in  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  bringing  a  bason  containing  some  flour  ana  pork.  The 
witness  was  going  thai  morning  on  a  visit  to  a  ndghbouring  vit 
lage.  Before  she  set  off  she  took  some  milk  and  attempted  tor 
mix  this  flour  up,  and  make  a  pudding  or  dumpHng  with  it« 
She  found  it  mix  with  great  difiiculty ;  sne  did,  however,  make 
four  dumplings,  two  containing  pork,  and  two  without:  the 
two  former  she  tied  up  in  bags.  Having  done  this,  thei 
iibout  nine  o'clock,  set  off  for  Chatteris,  and  returned  A^  next 
day.  The  child,  Sarah  Langman,  went  to  the  prisoner's  hous^ 
M  Tuesday,  and  continued  there  until  the  Wednesday  morning. 
The  brothers,  Oeorge  and  Joseph  Langman,  were  both  employ- 
ed  in  the  garden  near  to  the  nouse  during  the  morning,  and 
never  went  off  the  premises.  The  elder  went  in  about  twdve 
o'clock,  and,  knowmg  these  dumplings  were  provided  for  theit 
dinner  on  that  and  the  succeeding  day,  he  took  two  of  them^ 
put  them  into  an  iron  pot,  with  some  potatoes,  and  boiled  them 
for  dinner.  About  one  o'clock  they  came  and  sat  down:  they 
each  ate  a  few  mouthfuls  of  the  dumpling  containing  the  poi^f 
and  also  some  of  the  pork,  butMmmediately  perceived  them  to 
be  very  bad  tasted,  and  so  disagreeable  that  they  could  not  pro-* 
<;eed  in  eating  their  dinner.  Before  any  effects  were  feh  ironi 
the  part  of  the  dumpling  they  had  eaten,  George  Langman  went 
out  of  the  house,  and  gave  a  piece  (about  one  quarter  of  it)  to 
a  sow  in  the  yard.  This  sow  became  violently  sick  almost  inn 
mediately  after  eating  it,  and  continued  ill  several  days.  He 
^himself,  and  his  brother,  in  a  short  time  after  became  affected 
with  extreme  sickness,  and  violent  pains  in  the  head :  he  himsdf 
was  ill  about  an  hour,  but  his  brother  was  ill  for  two  or  thretf 
days.  He  threw  the  remaining  part  of  this  dumpling  into  thef 
garden  ;  he  afterwards  buried  it  in  a  spot  he  could  particularly 
ascertain.  On  the  next  day  it  was  dug  up  again,  and  given  totf 
magisti'ate,  who  sent  it  to  the  professor  of  chemistry  at  Cam« 
bridge,  who  examined  the  paste,  and  discovered  corrosive  sublh> 
mate  mixed  with  it,  in  considerable  quantity.  Professor  Wol- 
laston  also  examined  the  unboiled  dumplings,  both  of  which  he 
found  were  made  of  the  same  poisoned  ingredients  as  those 
which  had  been  tasted.  When  the  prisoner  beard  that  George 
and  Joseph  Langman  had  been  very  sick,  and  that  their  sidcnesa 
was  attributed  to  something  poisonous  in  the  flour  which  he 
had  carried  to  them,  be  emptied  out  the  remainder  of  the  floor 
(which  was  about  two  stone)  into  the  privy,  and  washed  out  the 
bin  in  which  the  flour  was  kept,  so  that  not  a  V^tige  of  its  qor« 


tents  temained.  The  coridoct  cff  Whil ing,  Wlien  he  was  brought 
before  the  magistrates  to  answer  so  fotil  a  charge  as  this  alleged 
against  him^  confirnied  hisr  gaih ;  for  be  attempted  to  vindicate 
himself  by  tellhig  a  series  of  Kes.  He  denied  ever  having  had 
any  such  a  poison  as  corrosive  sublimate  in  his  house ;  but  it 
appeared  from  the  evidence  of  the  person  from  whom  he  pur- 
.  chased  his  stock  in  trade,  when  he  commenced  business  four 
years  before,  there  were  four  ounces  of  that  article  among  va*- 
rious  other  drugs  then  purchased.  The  examinations  of  tht? 
prisoner  before  the  magistrates  were  read  by  the  officer  of  the 
court,  after  which  the  chief- justice  of  the  Isle  of  Ely^  Edward 
Christian,  Esq.  recapitulated  the  whole  of  the  evidence  to  the 
jury ;  and  the  jury,  after  having  conferred  together  for  about  tew 
minutes,  brmight  in  a  verdict  of  gtdttif.  The  prisoner  made  s 
full  and  free  confession  of  his  crime  to  the  dergyman  who  attend'*- 
ed  him  in  gaol,  a  few  days  only  previous  to  his  execution. 

The  other  case  is  an  extraordinary  one.  There  is  no  case 
precisely  similar  to  be  found  in  any  report;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
the  like  will  not  occur  again.  Within  these  few  years  nrnny  in- 
stences  have  happened  of  horses  being  poisoned  for  the  porpose 
'of  betting,  at  Dbncacster,  Brighton,  and  Newmarket,  wnich 
created  an  alarm  that  nearly  annihihited  the  amusements  of  the 
turf.  At  length  the  guilty  wretch  was  detected,  and  he  and 
bis  base  associate  have  been  brought  to  justice ;  but  the  prison* 
er,  Dawson,  was  accpitted,  owing  to  some  flaw  in  the  indict*- 
ment,  which  diarged  him  with  being  s  prtneipal  in  the  alleged 
act  of  poisoning  the  horses,  when,  in  truths  he  was  an  accessor^ 
hefore  the  fact.  There  was  another  question  which  arose  out  of 
the  case,  whether  any  offence  had  been  committed  by  the  prison- 
er ;  but  the  j[udge  decided,  without  hearing  the  arguments  of 
counsel,  that  the  prisoner  must  be  accpitted,  on  the  ground 
that  the  law  did  not  recognize  him  a&  a  principaL  In  const^ 
quence  of  thcf  abrupt  termination  of  thi»  trial,  a  full  disclosure 
of  names,  persons^  and  circumstancesy  was  prevented ^  wbicb 
woukl  have  established  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  brought  to 
light  a  detestable  horde  of  conspirators,  who,  like  parasitic  ani^ 
malsj  fatteft  on  tiie  vkak  of  a  more  noble  species.  Oar  readers; 
will  be  ^ad  to  hear^  that  Dawson  is'  still  held  in  Cambridge 
jail  for  trial  at  the  ^esU  assizes,  on  a  simitar  indietment.  lii 
the  present  case  lie  was  indicted  for  feloniously,  wilfully,  and 
malicioiisly,  infusing  into  a  certain  trough  where  horses  water- 
ed, six  ounces  of  pmson,  called  white  arsenic,  and  thereby  kilt- 
ing a  cok,  the  property  of  Sir  F.  Standish.  In  a  second  county 
the  prisoner  was  indicted  for  procuring  the  said  white  arsenic. 


h^  wbiek  t}ie  colt  wm  p^isoiifd.  Ivf  a  thj^rd  count  k  nm 
cd  ai^inst  the  prUuner,  tbat  bQ  bad  ca^used  the  Horse  to, 
of  tue  poisonous  water.  la  the  fourth  i^nd  last  cou^^  he  wi^ 
charij^eu  generally  with  killing  the  said  colt  T^^  was  not  a|i 
ofien^ce  which  w(^9  recognized  at  common  lawf  the  indict* 
ment  w^  founded  on  a  statute  of  the  9t^  of  Geo.  I.  ch.  2^ 
which  wa9  found  necessary  to  prevent  and  put^i^h,  ofiibnces  sp 
pernicious  to  society,  as  the  wounding^  maiming,  i^  killing  of 
cattle. 

The  principal  evidence  in  this  case  was  a  man  named  Cec^ 
Bishop,  partice/}$  crtminiSf  who»  we  are  ashamed  to.  confess^  her 
longs  tp  our  profession,  having  been  brought  up  a  chemist  ao^ 
druggist,  and  employed,  in  1809,  as  assistant -apothecary  ajt 
Guy's  Hospital.  He  was  base  enough  tp  misapply  what  knoHC- 
ledge  he  h;ad  acquired  by  ^  superior  education,  to  furnish  Da«(« 
son  with  solutions  of  corrosive  sublimate,  and  of  arsenic,  ao^ 
9ven  \o  aid  and  assist  him  in  hisr  nefarious  projects,  by  injecting, 
with  a  syringe,  arsenical  solution  into  ^e  watering'^troiuj^  at 
Kewmark^t,  and  thus  to  destroy  the  lives  of  four  viable  norae^, 
besides  endangering  many  others.  Several  witnesses  were  called^ 
whose  testiopony  corrobors^ted  this  wretch's  confessiGn  of  hpi 
infamy  and  guilt  \  but  the  most  ^laterial  is  that  pf  Mr  Bowleg 
veterinary-surgeon  at  Cambridge,  whose  evidence,  founded  upoji 
chemical  and  comparative  pathological  experiments,  ^  satisla^ 
tory  and  conclusive,  though,  we  regret,  pp  tri^  were  qi^de  u^ 
on  the  contents  of  the  ston^ach  aind  int^^tipes* 

*  Mr  BQwIes  stilted,  th^t  l^e  waa  ca}le4  in  to  attonci  th^  po^son^ 
)lorses  at  Newmarket,  on  Wedoftsdaj  th^  Isi  of  May^  at  j^r  P^fiocc^ 
•  {^tables.  He  foMud  six  hoi:se;s  very  ill.  Sir  F.  Standish's  ^plt  wip 
pointed  out  to  witness^  and  be  attended  the  colt  till  he.  died.  \Vh^ 
witness  first  saw  the  colt,  be  was  banging  down  hjs  head»  appeared 
to  be  in  great  pain  from  the  intestines,  and  died  on  the  following 
day.  On  opening  the  colt,  witness  found  the  stomach  and  intestines 
'very  considerably  inflamed.     There  were  different  sorts  of  infiani* 

*  mation,  but  in  tiiis  case  appearances  were  different  from  commirti 
Inflammation;  it  was  from  the  stomach  throu^out  the  body;  and 

'Witness  had  no  doubt  it  caused  the  death  of  the  horse.  He  had 
'tried  by  a  chemical  test,  by  lunar  caustic,  the  water  which  he  haSi 
;>eceived  from  Mr  Prince.    The  elect  was,  that  the  ansenic  sUrik  kt 

•  n  yellonr  daud.  Mr  Bowles  went  on  to  prove,  by  his  experieneeff 
.that  .tbftre  was  sofetion  of  aisenie  in  the  water,  and  he  had  sinoe 
,pr9p^e4  sofyie  in  the  same  mannti','-whioh  bad  beea  admkustared  to 
^three  horses  by  way  of  experiifnent.  In  ofne  instance  wit^cm  opeimd 
^fi  horse,  and  the  appearances  of  the  stomach  and  intestine?  cotj^i^ 

ponded  with  those  of  Sir  F.  Standish's  colt,  and  he  b^d  np  doivk^ 
'the  whole  was  produced  by  arsenical  preparatioor '' 


1  # 
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On  Bilious  Colic  and  Convulsions  in  earhj  Infamy.    By  Jostm^ 
\  CLAEKk,  M.  D.  Hcmorarjr  Felloe  d*  tUe  Royal  Cdlege  of 
Physidahs,  Bublin,  and  M«  ft.  L  A.  (jron  the  XBh  volume 
of  Transae^onH  qf  the  Eqgdl  hiA  Academ/)*    DubliOf  181 1« 

THIS  is  a  pi;actical  paper,  which  commitnict^tes  thd  result  vH 
the  author^s  expenence  in  a  classr  of  diseaseir,  either  toa^ 
itaxAi  nedectedi  or  improperly  treated,  and  therefore  teirminkt* 
hig  often  m  death.    In  the  b^inning  of  his  prsk^ticfls,  Dr  Clarke^ 
remarks,  as  long  as  he  piirsu«3  the  beaten  track— of  .dmployin^ 
mixtures  of  rhubarb  ana  magnesia,  solutions  of  manna  in  fenrief 
Water,  chalk,  volatile  alkali,  niusk,  opium  and  bHsters— ^^^reco^fery 
from  convulsions  In  early  infancy  was  a  rare  occurrence.    Now 
the  case  is  happily  refversed,  and  death  rarely  happen^.    The 
liieans  which  have  brought  about  this  pleasing  reformation,  are 
fully  detailed  in  this  paper ;  and  it  seems  that  we  are  indebted  for 
die  pubKcaticm  chiefly  to  Dr  Hamilton's  work  on  pur£^tive  me-! 
adnesi  ^r  the  author  doubto  whether  he  should  haveliadcour-. 
age  to  submit  his  observations  to  public  notice,  unless  he  hatt 
been  roused  and  encoura^Kd  by  the  success  of  that  work.    H^e! 
is  an  instance^  and  we  bdfeve  many  might  be  quotedi  in  which*^ 
the  publication  of  a  physician's  observations  aiid  experience^ 
liawev^  widely  his^pbui  of^  treatment  difiers  from  the^  ordinaiy 
routine,  dder^sential  good,  not  6nly  by  directing  young  ptae-' 
titionerq  in  the  rijht  path,  but  fov  camn^  into  notice  the  remarks 
(ff  older  <stM^i  v^ho  havis  Idng  followed  the  saitle  conrse.    Wo 
are  persuaded  Dr  Hamilton's  work  has  judtly  become  so  populart 
as  much  from  ic^  confirming  the  e:itperiehce  6f  ttiotfe  wno  have' 
long  thought  and  acted  for  themselves^  since  they  Escaped  from 
the  trammels  of  system  and  ncisolo^,  as  from'  the  decided  tone' 
which  it  holds  out  to  yoi^ing  mei^  1^0  are  just  beginning  to  pre*! 
scribe  alone,,  whilst  the^patient  and  bis  friends  keep  their  eyes^ 
dted|a8tly  fixed  upon  every  thing  that  he  says  and  doeii. 
.  I>r  Clarke  considesi^s  alt  the  bowel  complaints  of  infanis^  pre*, 
vIoiiB  to  dentition,  described  un^er  the  various  appelhitions  of 
inward  £ts^  costiveness  and  wind,  gripes  and  green  stools,  fto 
which  he  adds  btiions  colic  and  convtrisions),  as  staMs  of  t^e 
same  disease,  and  to  be  nrcn^  or  less  connected  with  uie  free  or , 
restrained  discharges  of  the  bowels.    In  a  former  volume  of^ 
Jhese  Transactions  (voL  ¥!.)»  he  expressed  an  opinion^  thata^ 


krge  proportion  of  these  discharges  is  bilious;  and  he  now  adds^ 
after  sixteen  years'  close  attention  to  the  subject,  that  in  colic 
and  convulsions,  nothing  but  a  brisk  expulsion  of  the  contents  of 
tb^  bowels  is  likely  to  aoord  permanent  rflief.    Thu^  he.  &^s-7«^ 

*'  To  effect  such  expulsioo  is  freqdently  a  task  of  the  utmost  (Ii^« 
culty,  and  requires  remedies  of  the  mos;  powerful  nature.  When  an 
infant  is  seized  with  violent  screamings,  and  refuses  to  suck,  drawing 
ks  lower  ^E^emities  occasionally  towards  the  abdomen^  theviktence 
of  colic  may  be  safely  inferred.  On  inquiry,  the  infant  may  be  re-  -^ 
^ted  to  have  had  frequent  stoels }  but^  on  inspeeium^  they  will  gt-V 
veraUy  be  fqimd  •cmty,  often  g^eetu  -'  ■f 

**  A  dose  t>r  two  of  ciMtpr  oiC  er  a  comDOft  pwgalirre  ennna^^lfi^ 
^fteu  remove  slight  attacks  of  this  nature. .  (t  is  m  giea^v^  After.  tbjtT 
fetlure  of  su^  measures  that  a  (^ysiciaa's  advice  i§  r^qtifr^d^  -M^ 
practice  of  late,  in  urgent  casi^)  is  (a  order  twelve  graio»  of  calomeC' 
to  be  rubbed  with  equa|  quantity  of  refined  sugaTi  and  divided  ialow 
equal  parts,  one  to  be  given  immediately  v^  a  BtU^  qf  the,  uurs^'f, 
sucky  and  in  an  hour  aSfter  a  t.ea^spoorfol  of  castor-oiU    And  alt^i--. 
nately  calomel  and  castor  oil  are  directed  to  be  repeated  every  houriJ 
until  the  bowels  are  freely  purged,  and  the  infant  obtains  relief.     I 
have  frequently  found  that,  before  my 'visit  on  the  succeeding  day,^ 
ten  or  twelve  doses  cf  each  have  been  given  and  rctaiiied  on  the  sto-' 
itiach.-    The  general  effect  is  many  motions  ;'  but,  on  inspectkm,  not' 
more  than  one  or  'two  copious.     The  relief  ^om  pain  is  often  con^ 
derable,  the  convulsions  have  ceased,  and  the  infant  resumed  its 
Ibrmer  habit  of  sucking.    I  then  direct  the  powder  and  "Otl  ^  be  f«-* 
pcoted  every  third  or  ^urth  hour^  nunre  or  less  freqvtntly,  acoord* ' 
iug  to  the  degree  of  ease  the  m£ztA  appears  to.  have,  oteimed,  and 
the  freedom  of  its  discharges.    Oq  ipy  third,  visits  the  bow^  have 
generally  discharged. a  prodigious  quau(i(y  of  green  and  appaiea^js: 
acrid  bi}e ;  and  he&ce  I  have  denominated ^he. colic  biUfjM*    tn  tl^ 
course  of  recovery,  the  quantity  of  evacuauon  seldom  fa^s  to  asto- 
nish the  attendants,  who  cannot  well  comprehend  .whence  it  can  all 
be  derived.     The  relief  obtained  is  uniformly  proportioned  to  the 
quantity  discharged.     After  the  third  day  a  calomel  powder  is  giv* 
en,  perhaps  night  and  mornirtg,  until  the  4th  or  5th,  and  castor-oil' 
now  and  then,  when  the  infanj  is  lineasy.     Where  the  frequent  repe- 
tition of  the  oil  nauseates  the  stomach,  or  where  it  produces  little  ef- 
fect at  the  end  of  twenty -four  hoUrs,  i  substitute  a  dessert  spoonful* 
of  infusion  of  senna,  sweetened  and  warmed  with  fifteen  or  tweaty 
drops  of  tincture  of  jalap.  ^  •  p.  124. 
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VII. 

Cases  ofApopleay  and  Lethargy  j  mth  Observatiotts  upon  the  Co^ 
matose  Diseases.  By  J^  Cheyne,  M.  D.  Fellow  of  the  Roy^ 
College  of  Physicians,  Edinburgh,  of  the  King  Knd  Queen'lf 
College  of  Physicians  in  Ireland,  &c.  &c  London  1812i 
8Vo*    pp.  224. 

THIS  is  the  work  of  a  diligent  and  faithful  obsenret^,  ^ho  hsrf 
already  distinguished  himsdf  as  a  clinical  student.  Early  in* 
troduced  to  extensive  and  general  practice,  with  a  aseal  afid  in-^ 
dustry  highly  praiseworthy,  Dr  C.  has  continued  to  note  th^ 
cases  of  his  patients,  to  record  any  important  observation,  to' 
study,  in  detail,-  the  living  features  of  disease  in  the  sick-cham- 
ber, and  to  trace  the  connexion  between  symptoms  and  disor-* 
ganization,  by  inspecting  the  bodies  of  the  deceased.  In  thuti 
contemplating  the  phenomena  of  hydrocephalus  acutus,  and  pre* 
paring  the  materials  of  his  essay  on  that  disease,  hit  attentiont 
was  naturally  directed  to  the  general  pathology  of  the  brain  i 
and  the  work  now  before  us  is,  in  part,  the  offspring  of  thig 
study.  Thiit  it  haci  become  necessary  to  reconsider  the  history 
and  trea>tinent  of  apoplexy,  will  very  readily  be  acknowledged^ 
when  we  recollect  me  late  controversy  which  arose  out  of  a  dis-i 
pate  on  a  pmnt  of  practice^  between  Dr  Langslow  and  Mr 
Crowfoot,  and  with  what  animodty  and  contradiction  of  iket 
and  argument,  that  <k>ntroversy  was  maintained  in  the|ournahr 
of  the  day*  The  sophistical  argument  too  of  Dr  Fothergill 
against  blood*letting  in  apoplexy,  had,  we  beKeve^  influenced 
the  understanding  of  too  many  practitioners,  and  restrained  the 
nse  of  the  most  powerful  remedy  we  possess  for  the  prevention' 
or  cure  of  this  disease.  To  those  who  have  entertained  any 
doubts  on  this  subject,  we  recommend  a  careful  study  of  Dr 
Chejme's  Cases  and  Observations.  The  work  is  truly  clinical,  and 
completely  instructive  on  this  point*  The  author  is  merely  the 
historian  of  what  he  has  seen— of  what^  indeed,  all  may  see  who 
choose  to  open  their  eyes.  He  has  no  particular  conceit  or  hy- 
pothesis to  deform  the  picture,  and  his  observations  are  general- 
ly  inductive^  and  when  otherwise^  are  hazarded  with  me  most 
becoming  candour  and  modesty^  The  general  history  of  apo« 
plexy  is  good,  and  eonveys  a  very  just  picture  of  the  disease** 
it  contains,  however,  no  observaticm  of  sufRcient  novelty  or  im-^ 
portance  to  detain  us.  We  wish,  perhaps,  that  Dr  Cheyne  had 
dlwek  more  particularly  on  the  presaging  signs  and  symptoms  of 
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disease  which  mark  the  apoplectic  diathesis,  and  precede  often, 
for  a  long  timei  an  impending ^t%cL 

His  account  of  the  morbid  a|lpearances  exhibited  on  dissec-^ 
tion,  (^laims  more  particularly  the  reader's  attention. 

In  oividilig  the  scalp,  thcrcf  i^  often  a  great  flow  of  blood  front 
the  occipital  and  frontal  veins  $  indeed,  darin|[;  the  whole  of  a 
dissection,,  the  blood  flows  from  all  paH^of  the  h^d  f  fost  ttm 
(he smierficial  veins^  and  then  in  6t,reams  from  the, sinuses,  so 
that  the  quantity  collected  amounts  to  one  of  two  pounces,  or 
even  more.  The  dura  mater  is  sometimes  thickened,'  and  bound 
(o  the  cranium  by  the  strongest  «dbesioi9$«  Th|(  tunica  arach-* 
noides  is  occasionally  found  thickened  a|id  opake,  and  the  pia  ma* 
ter  r^oaarkably  vascular  ^  the  veins arenei only  turgid,  but  there 
often  appears,  ako,  high  arterial  action,  evidenced  by  a  bright 
TcrmtlioD  tint,  searlet  extravasations,  the  membrane  seemii^g  as, 
it  were  bbod^shot.  Between  the  pia  mater  and  arachn<Nacs^ 
there  is  often  observed  serous  eflRision,  ccdourless,  turbid,  bloody, 
and  even  mixed  with  streaks  of  coagulable  lymph. 
.  The  substance  of  the  brain  is  often  unusually  firm,  and  when 
cut  into,  thf(  numerous  points  of  blood  show  that  the  divided 
vessels  are  enlarged.  Tne  ventricles  are  often  enlarged,  and 
contain  serous  fluid  in  considerable  quantity. 

**  For  the  roost  part>  extravasated  blood  is  found  withm  the  cra«* 
stum,  sometimes  between  the  membranes*  sometimes  in  the  sub- 
stance of  the  braif^  Sdoietimesy  bursting  the  walls  and  floor  of  thcr 
veatricks,  we  find  a  great  effusion  of  Uood  both  in  tberisuhstance 
0F  the  brain  and  in  the  ventricles.  Ceagalatad  blood  has  haen  &unck 
in  varioas  parts  of  the  cerebrum  and  cerebellum  of  ihe  same  sub*; 
ject;  and  it  has  been  found  in  the  tbeca  vertebraruns*  I  have  never. 
seen  extravasation  of  blood  on  tlie  surface  of  tlie  t^'ain,  which  did 
not  appear  to  have  arisen  from  a  rupture  of  its  substance  ;  but  in  a 
case  communicated  to  me  by  a  friend,  the  Mood  seemed  lO'bave 
flowed  from  a  number  oi  the  smaller  arteries  of  the  pia  mater.  '* — 
*'  When  blood  is  extravasated  into  the  substance  of' the  brain,  it  is 
contained  in  a  cavity,  the  walls  of  which  are  uneven  and  ragged ; 
and  in  this  irregular  cavity,  the  substance  of  the  brain  is  generally 
so  mixed  with  blood,  that  we  cannot  wash  the  bVood  away  without 
Carrying  along  wit^  it  portions  of  the  medullary  mafter.  •* 

.  He  has  seen  the  basilar  and  interual  carotid  arteries  consider- 
ably colai*ged«  But  tbe  extravasation  of  blood  seldom  if  ever  is 
ibund  to  proceed  from  i\)c  i:ppture  of  a  considerable  branch  ;  it 
l)as  nev^r  occjurred.to  his  own  observatipn.  He  denies  the  ge» 
neral  or  frequent  existence  of  ar>eurisms,  ossification,  or  other 
^)7ide9t  diseased  state  of  the  arteries  of  the  brain,  as  the  predis« 
.fosing  cause  of  these  effusions  and  cKtravas^ons  of  Uood  ioi 
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*tlie  brain,  which  almost  always  arise  from  the  minuter  vessels  df 
Its  substance. 

*'  It  is  not  by  the  scalpel  alone,  that  the  anatomist  can  dembri* 
strate  the  state  of  the  vessels  which  pour  the  blood  into  the  substance 
of  the  brain  during  apoplexy ;  but  in  many  cases  after  hcftste  expM- 
*ed  the  seat  of  the  extcavasatiiA!,  he  may,  by  means  of  9  ayringei  or 
by  a  patient  use  of  a  caroeTs-hair  pencll>  by  washing  away  the  brokcfi 
portions  of  the  brain«  and  carefully  removing  the  larger  masses  pf 
the  blood,  at  last,  all  along  the  walls  of  the  irregular  cavity,  rttow 
inany  vessels  not  larger  than  a  human  hair,  ending  in  small  clots  qf 
•Uood ;  and  he  will  sometimes  find  the  same  appearance  in  various 
and  distinct  parts 'of  the  same  br^in.  Hence  it  seems>  that  the  bleed* 
ing  does  not  depend  on  erosion,  nor  is  it  owing  to  aneurbm^  nor  os'« 
aification,  but  to  a  great  and  simultaneous  action  of  the  smaller^  ar- 
teries of  a  hemisphere,  or  of  the  whole  braip ;  an  action  which,  strong 
M  ihese  arteries  are,  they  in  general  are  unable  to  bear  without  a 
Yupture  of  their  coats. " 

Generally,  then,  the  appearances  observed  in  the  brain  of  apo« 
plectics  may  be  thus  summed  np« 

''  The  remains  oi  an  excLted  state  of  the  minute  arteries  of  the 
brain  and  its  membranes,  this  probably  being  the  most  important, 
.as  it  is  the  most  unvarying  appearance ;  then  the  extravasation  of 
l>Iood»  prpbab^  the  consequence  of  the  excited  state  of  the  vessels ; 
ike  turgescence  of*  the  venous  system  ;  the  enlargement  of  the  ventri- 
cles, partial  and  general ;  and  lastly,  the  serous  effusion  which  is 
ge'tferally  found  in'  various  "parts  of  the  brain,  and  which  would  seem 
to  imply  previous  absorption  of  the  brain.  Again,  apoplexy,  **  he 
observes,  *^  is  probably  not  so  sudden  a  disease  as  '»  generally  thought; 
or  rather  the  attack  appears  conaeded  with  chang^es  ivlirek  haye  been 
going  on  for  a  considerable  tkxs^e.  This  opinion  is  supported,  by  tl;^ 
duration  of  the  disordered  functions,  which  denote  tlie  apoplectic 
diathesis,  and  by  the  various  appearances  which  are  observed  on  dis- 
section :  the  substance  of  the  brain  is  changed  in  consistence ;  the 
membranes  hdire  lost  their ^  transparency ;  and  we  seldom  make  a 
dissection  after  apoplexy,  without  detecting  preternatural  serous  eU 
fusion." 

Such  is  the  condition  of  the  brain  in  the  disease  distinctively 
called  sanpuneoHs  apoplexy^  The  existence  of  serous  apoplexy 
has  been  %.some  entirely  denied.  It  is  surely  of  much  rarer 
occurrence  $  and  the  symptoms  which  hat^e  Jbeen  (}esoriL>ed  by 
Authors  as  distinguishing  it,  at*enot  to  be  trusted  tb,  as  thfy  have 
repeatedly  been  observed  in  those  cases,  which  dissectioif  has  af- 
terwards proved  to  have  been  sanguineous.  In  one  case  only 
of  the  many  which  have  been  attended  by  Dr  Cbeyne,  have  t^ 
4ippear^nces  of  serous  apc^lexy  been  exhibited  pn  dissection  $ 
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diere  was  extensive  serous  effusion,  without  extrtivasatioA  or  ooHn 
gestion  of  blood ;  the  substance  of  the  brain  was  unusuaUy  softs 
put  even  here,  the  pii^  m^ter  exhibited  signs  of  inflsunmation,  and 
the  increased  numoer  of  its  minute  blood- vesselsi  bore  testimony 
.to  the  co-existence  of  increased  vascular  action. 

**  When  we  find,  after  a  fatal  case  of  itpoplexv»  that  we  pan  uncover 
'the  brain,  without  th6  escape  of  a  single  drop  of  blood ;  that  the  brain 
is  soft  and  colourless ;  the  ventricles  enlat^d,  and  perhaps  distended 
vnlh  serum ;  the  plexus  choroides  pale ;  we  see  a  very  di£FeFent 
disease  from  what  is  described  in  this  volume  at  Such  length,  and 
which  Galen  has  emphatically  characterized,  <  multo  nimirum  san- 
guine in  prinjcipium  animantis  confertum  irruente. '  ^ 

He  has  been  told  by  a  celebrated  anatomist,    • 

— -**  that  the  morbid  appearances  of  the  brain,  after  what  was  conh» 
isidered  serous  apoplexy,  when  instantaneously  fatal;  as  whe6  a  maft 
walking  quietly  along  has  dropt  down  dead  in  th^  streets,  have 
sometimes  barely  enabled  him  to  give  such  an  account  of  the  disr 
section,  as  might  seem  to  explain  the  patient's  death.  And  in  am- 
firmation  of  this  remark,  Mr  Fy£Fe  the  anatomist  informs  me,  thai 
in  several  instances  he  has  scarcely  been  able  to  detect  any  morbid 
fippearances  in  the  heads  of  persons  who  had  died  suddenly,  as  was 
fupposed,  of  serous  apoplexy.  Perhaps  a  little  watery  efl^sion  on 
^e  surface  of  the  brain,  between  the  convolutions,  or  in  the  ventri* 
des,  was  all  he  had  to  i^ote. '' 

The  fourth  letter  of  Moi^agni,  which  treats  of  serous  apo- 
|)lexy,  contains  fifteen  or  twenty  cases,  with  dissections  ;  but  of 
these  only  three  appear  to  belong  to  this  variety^  Upon  die 
whole,  Dr  Chcyne  infers,  that  serous  apoplexy,  compared 
with  sanmineous,  is  a  very  rare  disease.  We  are  still  left  in 
the  dark  during  the  life  of  our  patients,  as  there  are  no  symptoms 
>uflBcient]y  characteristic  of  it,  to  distinguish  it  from  cases  of 
sanguineous  congestion  and  effusion.  The  aged,  the  pale,  and 
jeucophlegmatic  have  had  the  brain  laceratea  and  injected  with 
plood.  '       , 

These  pathological  observations  are  of  the  utmost  impprtance. 
It  appears  tJbat,  in  almost  every  case  of  apoplexy,  tiiere  is  4 
high  excitement  of  the  vessels  of  the  brain  ;  that  the  effusion  of 
|)lood,  no  less  than  the  serous  e|{usiop^  proceeds  generally  from 
minute  vessels,  from  a  number  oif  extreme  branches,  and  not  from 
•the  rupture  of  any  larger  triink  or  branch  \  pnA  consequently 
fhat  much  may  be  done  to  obviate  the  diathesis,  and,  when  the 
fittack  has  taken  place,  to  recover  the  patient,  by  preventing  on 
•moderating  the  effusion.  The  most  prompt  and  effectual  nieana 
-pf  doing  this,  would  seem  to  \>e^  tp  }essep  the  e^vpitement  an^ 
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tUrg«He9(ie  of  t^  jsmmhr  system,  by  ui^sdihg  the  vessels, 
and  lessening  the  propuisiye  power  of  the  heart  and  larger  ar^; 
tariei.    :AQd  thk  ia  surely  the  medns  which  the  etperienee  of 
ages  kaa  shown  to  be  the  mosr  prompt  and  eHfedtnaL     The' 
most  bbvioUfi  means  of  accomplishing  our  indidation,  hfis  indeed  < 
be^  ealadinic^ed,.  and  by  some  physicians  neglected.  Dr  Cbeyne 
has,  therefbt-e,  at  gfeett  lengthy  redarguefd  the  subject,  andre**- 
itioted,   we  think,  etery  objection  whkh  can  be  opposed  16^ 
bloocf-Ietting,  which  he  is  convinced  is  hot  only  the  most  effed-* 
tual  remedy  in  apoplexy,  but  much  more  efiectu^i  than  all  o- 
thers^  in  usa    Our  own  experience,  which  has  Yidt  been*incon-fc 
siderabie,  and  we  may  add,  we  believe,  chat  of  aH  thephy^i« 
caansf  of  this  school,  entirely  coincides  with  that  of  our  authorV 
Nothing  can  be  nuire  fallacious,  than  the  celebrated  observation 
of  Dr  FothergilL    Of  those  ^ho  are  attacked  with  apoplexy,' 
iMidoubtediy  many  die,  and  others  who  survive  remain  paralytic  • 
ih  some  of  th<dr  limbs;  because  the  brain  has  already  sufibred 
irreparabie '  injury  fiom  effusion  of  blood,  and  laceration  of  its 
subi^ance;  an  effect  which  blood-letting  never  can  occasion,^ 
which  jt  never  is  known  to  produce  in^other  diseases,  and  which 
never  follows  epistaxis,  or  other  natural  haemorrhage^,  however; 
profiise,  but  which  such  evacuations  are  most  likely 'to  *obvikte 
mid  prevent.     The  oiliy  case,  perhaps,  in  which  we  would  hesi- 
tate to  bleed,^is  serous  apoplexy.     To  the  inference  drawn  franik 
this  case,  as  an  argument  against  blood-letting  as  a  remedy  iti 
£fK>plexy,  Dr  Cbeynfe  replies-^  •     " 

*^  The  physicians  who  object  to  blood-letting  in  apoplexy,  lest  the 
attack  should  be  of  the  serous  kind^  are  bound  first  to  teach  us  how- 
to  distinguish  this  species;  and  secondly,  to  prove,  that  blood-letting 
16  injurious  to  a  patient  in  serous  apoplexy  ;  neither  of  which  they 
have  done. 

**  Cases  are  recof  ded»  in  which  the  vessels  of  the  brain  have  been 
fbund  gorged,  or  in  which  blood  has  been  extravatjated,  in  pale,  re- 
laxed, emaciated  old  men  and  women,  who  have  led  a  life  of  tenf- 
peranccf,  or  even  abstemioiisness ;  tlierefore,  the  existence  of  seroujs 
apoplexy  is  not  determined  by  the  ^appearance;  the  age,  sex,  nor^ 
even  by  the  habits  of  the  patient ;  yet  these  are  the  circumstances 
upon  which  the  diagnostic  hitherto  has  been  rested.  Most  protest 
sional  readers  know  how  long  and  how  well  Morgagni  and  Portal 
have  studied  pathology ;  yet  we  in  vain  seek  in  the  writings  of  eithefi 
for  certain  means  of  distinguishing  serous  from  sanguineous  apopW 
xy.  For  the  mere  practical  phyi»ician.  Portal  indeed  has  cut  tli# 
knot,  by  recommending  the  same  treatment  in  both  varieties.  "    , 

The  case  of  ser  us  apoplexy  is  comparatively  a  rare  one,  and 
cvea  in  it  there  are  marks  of  vascular  excitement.    Pr  Cbeyne 


: 
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JUjBm  Qi  that  he  has  attended  fifty  fatal  cases  of  aipoflkatf^  and  of 
these  only  one  was  a  case  of  serous  apoplexy. 

**  NoW|"  he  observes,  **  admitting  this  pr^portiDDy  that<theve  «tf« 
Uiy  cases  of  sanguineous  apoplexy  which  reouiretbe  physieiaaV  as- 
sistance, for  one  of  serous,  (and  as  some  aistinguished  ^jTsioiaiyi 
bare  altogether  denied  the  existence  of  serous  apopleicy,  it  is  probm* 
hie  that  lha,te  not  overrated  the  proportion),  we  may  ^d  an  argu» 
nsopt  in  fisvour  of  blood-lettbg,  which  will  not  be  easily  overturaed 
iqpon  the  relative  frequency  of  the  two  species  of  the  disease. " 

.  In  the  treatment  of  apoplexy,  we  must  recollect  the  urgency  of 
tha  ease,  and  the  cause  which  is  destroying  the  brain*    Our  .c4>* 
Jtet  is  to  diminish  vascular  excitement,  a^  to  prevent  or  moderate 
'a destructive  effusion,  which  would  put  an  eqd  to  life;  and,  aSi 
in  pneamonia»  we  must  persevere  till  this  object  is  accomplished^, 
or  till  there  is  no  longer  nope  of  accomplbbiog  it*   A  few  ovnc^  - 
of  blood ViU  not  do  this  in  either  case.    We  most  bleed  largely^ 
mad  repeat  the  operation  according  to  the  necessity  of  thecas^ !' 
iFf  It  ougl^t  to  be  known,  **  savs  our  author,  ^*  that  from  six  to 
fdgbt  pounds  of  blood  have  been  taken .  from  a  person  by  no 
loaeims  robust,  before  the  disease,  which  aided  &vottrabiy»  be* 
gatilo  yield. '^  , 

' '  «'rfae  other  remedies  which  are  commonly  employed  in  apo^ 
.^^y  are  eioaetics,  purges,  and  blisters.    On  each  of  these  Dr 
vlheyne  has  /livourai  us  with  excellent  remarks.    11^  ^ters  into 
|be  anpiment  on  the  subject  of  emetics,  and  discusses  i^  at  con^- 
sidera&e  length.    He  has  shown,  wc  think,,  in  a  very  satis{actorj . 
manner,  that  where  the  atomach  is  evidently  overloaded  by  re« 
cent  cramilence,  this  evacuation,  excited  by  the  most  gentle 
inea^s,  may  become  necessary  and  useful ;  but  that  generally  eme« 
jUcs  are  improper  remedies  in  appplexy.   Purgatives  are,  on  every 
principle  of  reason  and  experience,  to  be  prefeiTed  for  relieving 
the  stomach  anii  primtB  vi^  in  thi^  di^oase.     Of  blisters,  his  ex- 
perience dpcs  not  speajc  very  highly.    They  do  not  seem  very 
iq>plicabte,'  ipore  partipi^lgrly  in  the  beginpmg  of  apoplectic  at-?. 
]tack;  and  though  h^  ha^  oftep  h^  recourse  to  them,  lie  hos 
pe^r  dtst^ictly  seen  a  ptitient  in  apop]e^y  relieved  by  blistering^. 
.   Haying  concluded  hi^  general  history  of  apoplexy,  and  thrown 
much  inter^ting  Kght  on  the  pathology  knd  the  therapeutics  of 
this  disease^  onr  aothor  proceeds,  to  the  relation  of  his  cases  and 
dissections,  twentyrthree  in  number,  which  is  followed  up  by  i| 
himinous  and  instmctiye  comniaitary.     But  these  observations, 
howeyer  valuable,  bur  limits  oblige  us  ^o  pa§s  oyer  for  the  prer 
sent.  ' 

«  * 

'  /We  must,  however,  take  some  notice  of  our  author^s  opinions 
<m  the  subject  of  Lethargy.  His  observations  have  led  nim  to 
joHe^tiop  the  propriety  with  vfhi^h  Dr  CuUen  has  classed  such 
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diseases  as  catalepsis^  aclasis,  carus,  cataphpra*  and  leChargua 
widi  apoplexy,  between  which  and  these  diseases  there  is,  be 
thinks,  a.distinclion  which  should  be  restored. 

A  fair  and  delicate  scrofulous  girl,  Dr  Cheyne  had  repeatedly^ 
«een  affected  in  the  following  manner :  *^  Her  eyes  became  fixeu, 
and  without  repression  ;  her  eyelids  dropt,  but  not  so  compkte* 
)y  as  to  cover  the  pupil ;  her  complexion  did  not  change ;  she 
was  to  every  appearance  insensible,  and  her  breathing  was  so  low 
tiiat  it  was  not  to  be  heard.     Her  body  lay  in  the  position  in' 
which  it  was  when  the  fit  seized  her.     She  had  no  warning  of 
tbese  attacks,  which  generally  lasted  some  minutes  $  her  friend 
knew  the  fit  was  over  when  they  heard  her  sigh.     She  died  be- 
fore she  reached  her  fifteenth  year,  of  an  attack  of  melaena.  '*    > 
•«  Such  cases  as  this,  cases  of  somnolency^  of  sudden  cotiftisiWf  : 
and  k)6S  of  memory,  with  little  or  no  diminution  of  the  power  oft'* 
sense  atsd  motibn,^--ca8es  in  which  the  patient  is  torpid,  and  pasW 
much  of  his  time  in  sleep,  so  deep  that  he  cannot  easily  be  rops- 
edf  and,  when  excited  to  look  up,  or  answer  a  question,  again  i;0-> 
lapses  into  profound  sleep,— differ  widely  from  apoplexy  in  many 
particuliurs  $  and,  until  the  time  of  Dr  CuUen,  was  carefiiily  dis^ 
tingttished  from  it,  by  the  names  of  letbargus,  catapbora,  and 
earu8» 

\'  There  are  considerable  afiihities,  however,  betweeiV'All'th^se 
4ifiea$cs;  ftod,  notwithstanding  the  very  judicious  observations- 
pow  before  us,  there  still  appears  to  be  much  difficulty  attached 
|o  this  inquiry.     It  may  be  easy  to  decide  upon  a  cose  of  lethar-* 

SUBi  or  even  of  cataphora;  but  between  cams  and  apoplexy  the 
iagnosis  is  obscure  $  and  from  the  slightest  case  of  letharoyt 
to  caru^,  or  apople^y^  there  s^ms  almost  an  insensible  grada- 
tion. •       • 

**  A  sodden  and  permanent  loss  of  recollection,  with  torpor  and 
^oniDolency,  has  been  called  ^  paralytic  attack ;  but  when  unaccom<» 
panie4  with  loss  (ff  muscular  power,  or  of  sensation,  it  is  with  more 
propriety  to  be  cpneidered  as  letliargic. '' 

yndoubtedly,  in  such  a  lease,  the  distincti(>n  is  evident.  But 
in  the.  extreme  cai^e  of  letjiargy,  as  in  ca^-us,  the  patient  is  not  to 
te  exeifed  by  noise,  shakmg,  or  even  by  pricking  or  pinching  thp 
^kin.     In  carus  Any  attempt  to  rouse  him.  is  unavaihng. 

Again,  in  the  beginning  of  apoplexy,  the  patient  niay  be  ex- 
cited,—he  starts  when  pricked  with  the  lancet ;  but  as  the  dis- 
^se  advances  towards  a  fs^tal  termination,  be  becom<^s  ipore  add 
more  insensible,  and  no  kind  of  excitation  a&cts  him.  Inde^, 
Dr  Cheyne  has  alleged,  that  it  is  by  no  means  uncommon  to  see 
cariis  after  apoplexy  itself;  the  patient,  after  a  certain  time,  be- 
coming pale,  with  a  slow  depressed  puke,  breathing  softly,  but 
l^kHally  mexciteable*    Jhus  tncn,  lethargy,  catapbojrai  and  anor 
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viexyf  and  cmtu^  are  in  reguiar  sequence,,  and  somettmea  paaa 
into  each  d^her;  and  if  ii«  take  serous  apoplexy  as  anotiier 
link,  we  shall  find  the  whole  subject  still  perplexed  with  infi-» 
nite  diiBculty.  ^ 

Generally,  however,  it  appears,  that  there  is  not  a  necessary  or 
coastani  counexion  between  lethargic  and  apoplectic  diseases*  A 
propensity  to  sleep,  and  a  forgetfulness  (^  recent  events,  are  the 
leading  symptoms  of  lethargy ,:--«ymptoms  which  are  often  found 
t0  occur  without  any  loss  of  sensation  or  of  voluntary  motion  ; 
Had  persons  in  hemiplegia  are  oflen  in  possession  of  every  intet^ 
leetuat  faculty  $-*«^their  memory  may  be  unimpaired,  ai^,  so  far 
from  being  lethargic,  we  not  unfrequently  find  them  restless,  and, 
complaining  of- want  of  sleep. 

It  appears  also,  that  these  different  stales  of  lethargy  and  apo- 
plexy are  represented  by  different  states  of  the  brain.  In  lethar- 
gic complaints,  the  diseased  appearances  are  most  remarkable  on 
uie  sur&ce  of  the  brain,  which  is  found  covered  with  serous  e£> 
fosion  I  and  the  membranes,  particularly  the  arachnoides,  under 
which  much  of  the  watery  deposition  is  confined,  are  opake. 
There  are  marks  also  of  previous  excitement ;  and  the  substdnce 
0f  the  brain,  especiaUy  the  cortical  part,  is  flaccid  and  moisC* 
In  apoplexy  and  palsy,  the  diseased  appearances  are  sanguineoua 
and  serous  effusion  into  the  ventricles  and  substance  o£  the 
brain« 


viir. 

Qn  the  Morbid  Semihility  of  the  Bye^  eontmonly  tailed  Weakness 
of  SighL  By  John  Stevenson,  Member  of  the  Royal  Col^ 
lege  gf  Surgeons.    London,  1810. 

W£  have  often  thought,  that  tlie  title-page  and  dedicatiiHi  ot 
a  book  might  be  justly  compared  to  a  man's  first  introduce 
tion  amongst  a  society  of  strangers.  The  size  and  beauty  of 
the  type  coincide  with  his  dress  and  gestures ;  whilst  the  matter 
which  the  pages  contain,  resemble  the  more  prominent  features, 
of  his  mind,  and  the  intelligence  of  his  countenance.  What 
opinion,  then,  are  we  to  form  of  a  work,  whose  title-page  con- 
tains merely  a  symptom  of  disease,  met  with  in  almost  every  af- 
fc^ction  of  an  organ ;  or  what  notion  can  we  form  of  the  upright, 
pianly  and  independent  conduct  of  a  medical  man  w|io  stoops  to 
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ptace  a  professionol  work  at  the  foot  of  a  Ltufy  of  Qfudityl  Wit 
are  hr  nrohi  wishing  to  detract  Arom  the  character  of  (he  '^  Lady 
Viscountess  Perceval, "  the  chosen  6ne  to  whom  the  author  hat 
•dedicated  his  work.  Nor  do  we  presume  to  doubt  that  **  oom^ 
|>a8sion  for  the  afflicted  is  not  the  least  aniiabie.  or  prominent 
feature  in  her  truly  estimable  character.  "  Yet  we  cannot  re*' 
frain  from  remarking,  that,  in  our  opinion,  her  name  is,  broug^ 
forward  before  the  public  in  a  manner,  and  in  a  piacCf  hi^hlj 
degrading  to  her  rank  and  sex;  and  had  even  Lady  Perceval  been 
one  of  the  most  celebrated  blue-docking  ladies  of  the  day^  we  do 
not  think  that  she  should  have  allowed lier  name  to  appear  in  the 
dedication  of  such  a  book. 

Our  author,  in  his  introduction,  points  out  how  indispensabk^ 
how  ornamental  the  organ  of  vision  is;  and  he  is  afterwank  led 
to  draw  some  very  impoitant  conclusions  on  thedise^es^  the 
i^an,  which  he  indeed  expresses  in  a  sentimental  and  af&ctih^ 
manner  I  It  has  afibrded  hhn  exquisite  delight,  to  find  that  the 
dise^es  of  the  eye,  *'  whicb  Imve  been  in  a  great  measure  mo*- 
nopoUzed  hy presumng  and  ignorant  empirics,  utterly  ignorant  d 
the  principles  and  practice  of  medical  science,  is  now  considered 
not  less  important  than  any  other  branch  of  surgery  1  "  (p.  2.) 

Thus  Mr  Stevenson  renounces,  at  the  outset^  all  pretensions  to 
empiricism  and  quackery,  and  adds,  "  having  for  some  time 
past,  altogether  relinquished  general  practice,  (in  the  exercise  t£ 
which  1  have  been  for  many  years  extensively  engaged),  for  the 
express  purpose  of  devoting  my  attention  exclusively  to  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  eye  and  ear.  "  (p.  3.)  We  will  not  attempt  to 
calculat;e  the  degree  of  this  pleasure  by  any  measure,  either  moral 
or  physical;  but  we  most  cordially  join  him  in  expressing  out 
gratification,  could  we  believe  that  he  is  the  man  who  has  re- 
leased the  duties  of  the  oculist  from  the  hands  of  the  ignorant 
and  presuming  empiric.  If  Mr  Stevenson  ^ad  been  acquainted 
with  th9  history  of  medicine,  and  of  those  men  who  have  con- 
tributed most  to  its  improvement,  he  surely  could  not  have  veo- 
Xured  to  intrude  such  sentiments  before  the  public.  We  hafe 
always  conceived,  and  our  opinion  is  not  a  singular  one,  that  the 
practice  of  the  medical  art,  and  the  study  of  the  science  of  medtr 
,{:ine,  were  one  and  the  same,  and  that  diseases  of  any  particuiaif 
organ  could  not  be  treated  with  ability  and  skilly  but  by  those 
ivho  had  acquired  an  extensive  knowledge  of  the  diseases  of  the 
.whole  bod}'.  Upon  these  general  principles,  we  havp  aJwayg 
condemned  those  who  have  pretended  that  any  knqwlec^e  could 
be  obtained  in  the  diseases  and  treatment  of  a  particular  organ^ 
liy  practising  on  that  organ  alone,  which  the  genaral  practitioner 
plight  4ot  acquire.    Qn  the  Coptin^nt^  tb^  two  most  c^letiratc<I 


36^     •  Mr  SUvcQ$oii  on  ilte  Morbid  Sensihility  of  the  Eye.  .  Jut/ 

sai^^eons  oT  die  present  day,  Richtet  and  Scarpa,  have  contribuU 
ed  greatfy  to  our  stock  of  knowledge  on  the  aiseases  of  the  eyes; 
wid  in  onr  own  oonntry,  the  work  of  Mr  Gibson  may  be  mevh 
iiooed^  amdngst  many  othersi  as  a  strong  illustration  of  our  opi- 
tikm.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  ear,  from  the  ingenious 
observations  of  Mr  Cooper.  Bat  to  proceed  to  the  work  before 
us. — We  have  already  fodnd  fkult  with  its  title-page,  as  it  mere* 
iy  expresses  a  symptom  which  occurs  in  many  diseases  of  the 
(eye.     In  the  greater  proporti(m  of  the  diseases  of  this  or^n^ 

"  doea  not  the  retina  acquire  a  morbid  degree  of  sensibility  x 
And  in  nee^rly  as  great  a  proportion  is  there  not  a  weakness  of 
aight  ?  The  perusal  of  the  work  is  a  proof  of  our  remarks,  as 
It  contains  a  history  of  some  diseases  (diicfly  inflammation  of 
the  parts  contained  m  the  posterior  chamber)  where  this  nu^id 
«ensihiltty  of  the  eye  is  merely  a  svmptom.    The  whole  merit 

•  which  we  conceive  the  author  to  claim  to  himself  in  this  workf 
«nd  the  ontv  apok^  which  we  can*  find  for  his  writing  a  booki 
is  to  show,  t'hat  these  oases,  commonly  called  weakness  of  sight^ 
iiave  been  generally  and  very  unsuccessfully  treated  by  tonic  mei* 
dieines;  and  that  our  author  has  successfully  employed  an  oppo* 
site  mod^  of  treatment,  by  bleedings  purgatives,  and  the  antl- 
{ihlogistic  regimen.  « 
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IX. 

Communications  relative  to  the  Daiura  Stramonium,  at  Thomi^ 
apple :  as  a  Cure  pr  Relief  of  AsUiTna  :  addressed  to  the  Editor 

,  tf  the  Monthly  Magazines  several  rfth&n  never  before  publish* 
ed.    Londi  ISiU    (^.90. 

Tt  is  a  trite  observation,  that  on  the  introduction  of  new,  or  re- 
-*•  viva!  of  neglected  remedies,  two  opposite  faults  are  frequent- 
ly committed.  Bv  some  they  are  extolled  for  powers  which  thev 
iQO  ndt  possess,  while  others  deny  them  aB  virtues;  and  it  is  sd* 
dom,  until  after  repeated  fluctuations,  that  their  real  value  is  at 
last  ascertained  ana  generally  admitted. 

^  Tlie  subject  of  this  treatise  furnishes  a  striking  example  of  the 
truth  oF  these  remarks.  Stramonium  was  for  a  diort  time  extolled 
tis  an  almost  infallible  remedy  in  the  cure  of  mania  and  melancho* 
)ia,  and  then  fell  into  total  neglect.  Once  more  it  has  become 
fashionable,  for  the  cure  of  s^  totally  diflerent  disease,  and  its  nev« 
iy  |fc^»4bed  j[)irsrers  are  stiU  9  ^latfer  ^f  ^e^  jDpfitrpvers^,-'     .    ' 
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.  Thef  first  (Sublic  taotice  of  these  was  in  a  letter  to  the  Editor  of 
tiie  Monthly  Magazine)  signed  f^eraw^  but  now  acknowledged  by 
Mr  Sills,  a  req>ectable  merchant  in  London,  who  bad  £rivea 

Sreat  benefit  from  its  use.    The  history,  however^  of  its  intro^ 
uction,  is  very  concisely  detailed  in  the  following  letter^  frohi 
Dr  Sims  of  Guildford  Street* 

"  Some  time  in  the  vear  1802, 1  received  from  General  Gent  a  ref 
medy  that  he  had  not  long  before  brought  from  Madras,  which,  the 
General  informed  me,  was  used  there  as  a  specific  for  relieving  th^ 
paroxysm  of  asthma,  and  that  it  was  prejTared  from  the  roots  of  the  wild 
purple-fiowered  thorn  apple  (Datura^ox).  The  roots  had  been  cut 
mto  slips  as  soon  as  gathered,  dried  m  the  shade,  and  then  beat  into 


ing  or  not.  General  Gent  procuml  this  remedy  irom  Dr  Anderson; 
physician«general  at  Madras,  who  both  recommended  it,  and,  I  be* 
fieve,  used  it  himself. 

'*  I  happened  at  this  time  to  be  attending  the  datighter  of  an  em?- 
nent  physician,  labouring  under  phthisis  pulmonalis,  combined  with 
asthma^  as  appeared  to  me  from  the  frequent  paroxysms  of  difficulty 
of  breathing,  not  usual  in  pure  phthisis,  at  least  in  so  early  a  stage  of 
the  disorder.  With  a  view  of  alleviating  these  distressing  paroxysms^ 
I  recommended  a  trial  of  this  remedy,  which  to  me  was  at  that  time 
perfectly  new.  The  relief  obtained  was  far  beyond  expectation  { 
and,  although  gradually  sinking  under  an  incurable  disease,  this  amia* 
hte  lady  continued  to  experience  great  satisfaction  in  its  use,  almost 
to  the  fatal  termination. 

'*  Soon  after  this,  meeting  with  Mr  Toulmin,  surgeon  of  Hackney, 
nt  a  time  when  he  was  much  harassed  by  frequent  paroxysms  of  asthma, 
under  which  he  had  been  suffering  for  several  years,  I  recommended 
she  same  remedy  to  him.  He  received  so  mudi  benefit  from  its  use, 
ihat  I  gladly  transferred  all  of  the  remedy  that  I  had  left  to  him. 
But  the  quantity  not  being  suflk^ent  to  last  long,  he  was  obliged  to 
have  recourse  to  our  common  thorn-apple  (Datura  Stramonium),  of 
which  1  had  advised  hkn  to  try  the  stalks,  as  the  roots  of  .this  species 
are  small  and  fibrous.  Mr  Toulmin  experienced  nearly  the  same  rt< 
lief  from  this  as  from  tbe  East  India  plant :  he  likewise  tried  the 
leaves,  but  could  hardly  disfinguish  these  from  tobacco,  either  in  taste 
or  effects.  From  Mr  Toulmin,  the  knowledge  of  this  remedy  was 
communicated,  among  others,  to  your  corfespondent  (Mr  Sills). 

**  I  have  two  purposes  to  answer  by  the  above  commanication.  In 
die  first  place,  it  wttl  serve  to  point  ont  the  history  of  the  introduction 
of  a  remedy  which  promises  to  become  an  important  addition  to  the 
Materia  Medica ;  not  that  I  can  claim  any  merit  from  the  shate  that 
I  have  acsidem^ty  had  in  it ;  but  the  principal  intention  I  have  had 
HI  view,  was  to  show  that  the  original  reflitedy,  as  nsed  in  the  East 
lodiesf  is  not  exactly  the  same  as  what  is  osed  here*  It  is  indt^d 
bigbly  prob«iUe  that  both  species  han^  oeasly  similar  rirUies  >  but  t;h# 
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•Be  mif  peiiiaps  be  snor^  tBbmctoss  Aan  the  other. '  It }» to  be  Kop^ 
td  that  prepared  roots  will  be  isiported.froin  Madras,  m  order  that 
•ocb  paiienti  as  maj  not  have  experienced  the  promised  relief  from 
smoking  tl^  stalks  of  Datura  Stramonium^  may  nave  an  opportunity 
^  trying  whether  the  roots  of  Datura  Ferox  may  be  efficacious. 

**  More  care  ought  to  be  taken  in  the  preparation  of  the  stramonioi|i 
than  is  usually  done.  The  stalks^  ought  to  be  cut  into  slender  slips 
vhile  recepty  anfl  dried  quickly.  In  our  climate  the  generaldirectioii 
pf  drying  in  the  shade  is  injurious  to  most  herbs ;  the  quicker  th^y 
lure  dried,  the  more  they  contain  of  the  taste  and  colour,  and  conse* 

auently  of  the  virtues  of  the  fresh  plants* .  I  observe,  that,  of  hxe^ 
le  whole  plant  is  sold  in  tlie  physic  herb-shops,  as  a  remedy  for  th^ 
asthma.  Now, it  ought  to  be  generaUy  known  that  the  leaves,  and 
inore  especially  the  ^ripe  capsiule  and  seeds  of  the  tborn^pple,  9rf 
a  very  powerful,  nay  even  a  deleterious  narcotic,  if  taken  internallyi 
and  probably  cannot,  in  all  cases,  be  even  smoked  with  impunity* 
Yet  the  leaves,'  according  to  the  experience  of  Mr  Toulmin  himself 
are  not  pos^ssed  of  the  same  powers,  in  allaying  the  asthma,tic  <|ia* 
soxysms,  a^  the  comparatively  mild- and  innocent  stalks  and  roots.** 
We  shall  now  make  a  few  quotations  from  the  cases  contaioed 
in  these  letters.  Mr  SiUs  first'  describes. t^p  symptoms  of  hift 
figthma,  and  the  effect  of  the  stramonium  iipon  i  bijaoj  and  hi$ 
inanner.  o^  using  it.  r;:„ 

}^  The  {(Somatic  paroscysm  usually  came  on  about  X^ro  ofdoct  ia 
|he  moniing,  when  I,  was  suddenly,  surprise^  from  sleep  with  viokat 
conyulsive  heavings  of  the  chest ;  and  I  waa  scarcely  allowed  .time  19 
place  myself  upright  in  a  chair,  where  I  sat  resting  mysdf  upon  my 
elbows,  and  with  my  feet  upon  the  ground  (for  I  could  not  b^them 
in  an' hdnssontal.posture),  before  I  liiiderwent  a  sense,  as  it  were,  of 
immediate  suffocation.  Thefts  .generally  continued,  with  short  iftv 
tennis^ions,  frop  thirty-si|[  hours  to  three  days  and  nights  successively! 
during  which  time  I  have  often,  in  the  seeming  agonies  of  death,  giv4 
en  myself  over,  and  even  wished  for  that  termination  of  my  miseries^ 
*♦  An  amiabl?. friend  and  tw^t  respectable  surgeon  at  Hackney  (Mr 
Toulmin),  first  persuaded  me  to  smoke  the  divine  Stramonium,  uy 
trbiclv  J  owe  altogether  my  present  freedom  from  pain  and  renewed 
capacity  of  enjoyment. 

.  **  It  is  .thejoot  q^ily,  and  lower  part  pf  the  stem  of  this  plant,  which 
leem  tp  possess  .its  anti-asthmattc  virtue:  these  shotdd  be  cut.istb 
small  pieces,  and  P^t  iptp  a  common  tobacco-pipe,  and  the  smoke 
must  be  swallowed,  together  i^ith  the  saliva  produced  by  the  smokei 
after  which  the  su£Ferer  will,  in  a  few  minutes,  be  relieved  from  aU 
the  convulsive^  heavings,  and  probably  drop  iRto  a  con^fortable  sleepi 
from  which  he  ^ill  awake  refre^ed,  and,  in  general,  perfectly  rece« 
vered  :  at  least,  this  is  the  invariable  effect  produced  upon  myself 
He  should,  by  all  means,  avoid  drinking  with  the  pipe,  a  too  ordi- 
nary accompaniment  pf  smoking. 

"  I  once  took  some  brandy  and  water  with  the  pipe,  but  it  proved 
a  ve)7  improper  combination  >  a  dish  of  coffee,  however,  I  often  XsisA 
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aAer  it,  and  find  it  highly  refreshing.  I  should  mention  that  stronc 
coffee  has  frequently  been  recommended  to  me,'  but  never  produced 
any  beneficial  effect  as  a  cure  for  ajthma. 

"  This  plant  is  delightfully  fragrant :  and  although  it  has  been  re> 
carded  hitherto  as  of  a  poisonous  nature  when  talten  inwardly,  yet'J 
Have  smoked  a  dozen  pipes  at  a  time,  without  experiencing  from  them 
any  other  tsconrentence,  than  a  slight  excoriation,  or  soreness  of  1^ 

Dr  Reid  says,  that  in  several  other  instances  of  similardisescef 
the  success  has  been  equally  remarkable  and  complete.    Mr  Wil- 
&a  of  Bristol  states  its  success  in  his  own  casei  likewise  Mr  Yow^ 
of  Aberdeen.     Mr  Woodrow  of  Norwich  states,  that  ho  has 
tnioked  the  stramonium  since  last  September,  anc 
riably  experienced  areat  relief  in  respiration;  but  li 
tbat  It  diminished  uie  daily  ficcumulatipns  of  phleg 
born  of  Alveston  in  Derbyshire,  a  sepuagintarian,  v 
iKDcfited  by  it;  but  it  must  be  remarked  that  he  i 
4{)d  seed-ressela.    Thelasttestimonyin  favour  of  tl 
9^ich  we  shall  notice,  is  in  the  following  letter  fro 
"  "  You  are  at  perfect  Hberty  to  make  every  use  of  m 
wg  the  stramonium  yon  i}iiiik  proper,  and  may  add, 
fa  derive  ini^reased  gi>od  effects  from  the  use  of  it.    In 
ma  is  destroyed  !     I  drink  beer,  eat  of  every  thing; 
waft  as  free  ntim  perplexity,  as  my  body  is  from  asch 

Sin  enjoyjnyexistence.  I  never  experienced  torpor 
latever;  andl  wonld  rather  be  without  life  than  withoi 
'  Thia 'evidence,  though  far  from  decisive,  is  suffi' 
the  stramonium  to  a  rair  and  varied  trial,  under  the  superin-. 
fend«nce  of  attentive  practitioners.  Of  the  activity  of  many 
^rts  of  the  stramonium,  there  are  unfortunately  too  many  proofs 
tjR  record,  and  we  fear  that  its  iti discriminate  use  as  a  popular 
remedy  may  be  attended  with  danger,  especially  as  we  well  know 
that  the  leaves  and  seed-vessels,  and  even  the  poisonous  seeds,  are 
often  used  instead  of  the  principal  stalk,  which  is  the  part  ape" 
cially  recommended,  and  is  said  to  be  comparatively  mild  ftnil 
innocent.  We  should  also  ^iuk  that  the  direction  given  to  swaj' 
low  the  saliva  excited  by  inhaling  its  smoke,  ought  to  be  follow- 
ed with  great  caution.  From  the  analogy  of  tobacco,  we  should 
fear  that  it  would  be  extremely  apt  to  derange  the  stomach ;  for 
Ira  know  that  experienced  smokers  carefully  avoid  swallowing  thff 
■ftliva  inopr^nated  with  the  condensed  fumes  of  the  smoke.  Be^ 
•ides,  we  consider  the  novehy  and  advantage  of  the  practice  of 
smoking  stramonium t  to  consist  in  appljniig  the  remedy  directly 
to  the  seat  of  the  disease.  The  coloured  engraving,  said  to  re-*" 
present  the  DaUira  Stramonium  in  flower,  is  execrable,  and  gives 
no  klea  of  the  plant.  It  is  easily  cultivated,  like  any  other  hardy 
anaual> 


.  r,  ^ 
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X. 

Att  Sxperimefital  ExaminalWH  of  the  last  Edition  of  the  Pharma^f 
!  eopaia  Londinensis;  mtk  Remarks  on  Dr  PowdTs  Translation 
and  Annotations.    By  Richard  Phillips.    London,  181  i^- 
'  pp.  H8. 

THIS  publication  owes  its  origin  to  a  critical  examination  of 
the  London  Pharmacopoeia,  and  its  official  commentary  hy' 
Dr  Powell,  which  were  the  sublects  of  an  excellent  article  in  the' 
London  Medical  Review.  Although  it  was  evident  Aat  the  re- 
marks contidned  in  the  critique  to  which  we  allude  were  those  of 
an  experienced  and  enlightened  chemist;  yet,  while  perusing  it« 
we  had  often  occanon  to  regret  that  the  limits  within  which  it 
was  necessarify  confined,  obliged  its  author  to  confine  himself  to 
|(eneral  results  upon  some  occasions  $  and  upon  others,  to  on^t 
the  insertion  of  particulars  on  which  he  had  taken  pains  to  m-. 
form  himself*  In  short,  the  Review  made  us  long  for  a  sight  of 
the  experimental  note-book  of  its  author;  and  most  unexpected* 
ly  our  wi^es  are  fulfilled  by.  the  publication  of  the  work  now  be* 

6re  us.  ^  .  ; 

.  It  would  be  siqpererogation  to  attempt  a  regular  analysis  of  its 
contents ;  for,  as  we  have  little  to  object,  we  could  not  ^^op^  to 
condense  the  inforniation  it  contains,  more  ably  than  Mi*  ^bU^ 
lips  himself  has  already  (}one.  We  shall  merelv  extract  a  few, 
passages  as  examples  ot  the  style  of  tlie  worki  and  with  the  vievr. 
of  exciting  the  students  of  pharmacy  to  peruse  the  whole* 

He  cohiuicnces  with  a  few  observations  on  the  weights  and 
measures,  and  nomenclature  of  the  College.  Upon  these  sub* 
3ject9,  we  have  already  stated  our  own  opinion.  Upon  the  ce-. 
ueral  principles,  we  think  somewhat  differently  from  Mr  P. ;  but 
lie  has  certainly  proved,  that  the  College  has  not  been  able  to 
apply  them  to  practice.      , 

The  rest  of  the  work  is  occupied  with  criticisn^s  on  many  of 
the  preparations  of  the  London  FhaiTnacopoDiat  arrapffed  in  the 
al{^betical  order  of  their  titles.  Ilieir  general  t^endeocy  is  to* 
show,  tliat  there  is  a  want  of  ccon(^y  in  the  process,  as  directed, 
in  the  Pharmacopoeia,  or  that  it  is  in  some  respect  unchemicalr; 
or  does  not  furnish  a  product  having  the  properties  required  by 
^e  Collq^e,  or  is  altogether  impracticable ;  tliat  in  some  instan- 
ces, the  tests  whereby  the  success  of  the  operation  is  to  be  aa- 
c«vtaincd>  are  injudicious;  that  in  others  the  product  itself  is  uso^ 


less  $  «nd  lastly,  that  some  of  the  changes  are  attended  withdafi'- 
g^eas  eonseqnenoes. 

To  obriate  these  dangers  in  tome  degree,  we  shaD  eictract  Mr 
FbiUips's  remarks  in  regard  to  them.  Mr  Phillips  shows,  that 
*  in  ^e  new  Pharmacopteia  the  strength  of  the  dilated  sniphnric 
acid  is  increased  nearly  in  the  proportion  of  three  to  two,  whfle! 
that  of  dihited  nitrie  acid  is.  reduced  to  one^fourth  of  what  it 
was. 

**  In  c^^mmoit  as  i  appteheiid  with  most  persons  concerned  th  dis- 
Sensing  mediciaesj  I  haire  experienced  some  diificolt^  in  detevmm- 
ing  the  safest  method  to  adopt  with  regard  to  the  dilated  acids ;  f or 
hairing  shown  Aat  Dr  Powdl,  cme  of  the  committee  erajdoyed  in 
framing  th^  new  Pharmaoopceia,  was  unacquainted  with  the  extent 
of  the  alterations  introduced,  it  is  evident  that  practitioners^  relying 
upon  the  statements  contained. in  the  translation^  may  he  serioudy 
'  disappointed  hy  these  articles^    For  the  present  I  have  judged  it  to 
ile  safest  to  keep  acids  diluted  in  hoth  propordobs,  and  to  employ 
them  according  to  the  terms  by  which  xJxy  are  prescribed ;  presum- 
■  ingf  as  is  obvioos,  that  every  practidoner  who  uses  the  new  tenns, 
'  is  aware  Sa  what  degrte  the  new  preparation  differs  kdm'  the  for- 
mer: a  conclusion  which  may  not  in  every  instance  be  truei  t 
''  'Hxeie  is  one  preparalion  in  which  this  precaution  is  juiavmUng ; 
the  infusum  rosse,  without  having  suffered  any  change  of  namf?,  bM 
J»een  very  considerably  altered  in  sttength.  ** 

The  Umof  ammonise  of  the  present  pharmicopeeia  is  about 
five  times  strongs  than  the  aqua  ammoniae  of  the  former,  yet 
"the  CoUege  seems  evidepUly  to  consider  them  as  the  same. 

**  Liquor  ammonise  is  now  directed  to  be  used  in  maht  of  those 
|yreparaticfns  in  which  the  subcarbonate  was  formerly  emptbyed; 
and  it  is  particidaily  requisite  that  the  attendon  of  praptitioners 
^ould  be  directed  to  this  circumstance.  I  hate  already  noticed  die 
great  difference  which  exists  between  the  strength  of  the  fonaer  Aqua 
atmmoniae  purse,  and  the  present  Liquor  ammonis :  tb^  power  of  the' 
iiinunenmpi  ammonicf  fortius,  and  of  the  Linimentum  camphorse' 
'coflupositum^  has  also  been  greatly  increased*  It  is»  however,  mudi 
ftiore  important  to  point  out  the  extravagant  increase  Of  povrer  add-* 
^  to  ttkost  medicines  which  are  internally  employedi  viz. 

Spiritus  ammonias 

--  arothaticu^  ^ 

r     M  •  '       i>   foetidus 

— ^^  silcchiatus. 
'  Tinctura  valerianse  ammoniatstf 
' -^-i— :— -^  guaiaci  amm6ntatd; 
^  Widi  die  exception  of  the  preparation  hst  mentioned,  the  quah' 
titles  assigned  by  Dr  Powell  for  the  doses  of  these 'medicines  are 
equal  to  uiose  .of  the  formier  weaken  preparatioas  given  by  Dr  I?a:« 
tOL.  viii.  N0rf31#  A  a 
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tham.  I  cannot  quit  tbb  part  oif  the  snbject  widiout  lemarlrittfe, 
that  of  all  the  improvements  attempted  by  the  College,  their  failuxe 
in  this  18  calculated  to  produce  the  most  extensive  mischief;  and  I 
will  venture  to  assert,  that  scarcely  one  of  the  preparations  above 
mentioned,  could  be  exhibited  in  the  doses  stated  by  Dr  PoweU, 
without  danger  to  the  patient,  and  disgrace  to  the  practitioner.  " 

The  change  in  the  strength  of  the  solotion  of  emetic  tartar 
ought  abo  to  be  generally  known. 

"  '»  In  the  late  Pharmacopceia  the  vinum  anthnonit  tartarizati  was 
directed  to  be  prepared  by  dissolving  two  scruples  of  tartarized  an- 
timony in  a  mixture  of  ten  fluid  ounces  of  water  and  wine.  The 
Colleee  have  now  reduced  the  tartarized  antimony  to  one  scnip^p^ 
and  mis  important  alteration  is  not  only  unnoticed  by  Dr  Powell, 
but  he  even  states  that  *  this  preparation  resembles  the  former  vinasn 
antimonii  tartarizati. '  There  is  not  the  slightest  diflkulty  in  mak- 
ing the  former  preparation:  the  change  introduced  must  therefore 
be  considered  as  originating  in  mere  frivolity ;  and  it  may  occaskjn 
serious  disappointment  to  those  practitioners  who  are  not  aware  that 
it  is  requisite,  for  the  safety  of  their  patients,  to  examine  bow  many 
alterations  have  been  made,  without  even  the  hope  of  imj^ove- 
itient." 

The  most  important  duty  required  from  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians  of  Londoo,  in  return  for  the  high  and  valuable  pri- 
vileges conferred  upon  them,  is  the  publication  of  a  scientific 
and  judicious  Pharmacopoeia,  to  guide  the  pharmacy,  and  indi- 
cate the  instruments  of  the  practice  of  their  less  dignified  bre- 
thren*    That  they  have  completely  failed  in  the  discharge  of  this 

.debt to  tbe  Gonjmunity,  is  confirmed  in  every  page  of  the  work 
before  m;  and  perhaps  it  may  not  be  altogether  useless  to  stat^ 

.  what  appear  to  us  to  be  the  causes  of  this  tailure.  At  once 
two  naturally  occur  as  the  most  likely,  ignorance  and  inatteo- 
tion.  Of  the  latter  fault,  the  fellows  majr  have  been  guilty  in 
varions  degrees;  It  may  have  consisted  m  carelessness  in  tiu? 
selection  of  the  committee  to  whom  the  revisal  was  entrusted, 
or  in  having^too  great  a  degree  of  confidence  in  tbem.  But  of 
the  heavy  charge  of  ignorance  of  pharmaceutic  chemistry,  we  are 
afraid  that  they  must  all  severally  ahd  aggregately  stand  convict- 
ed. Against  the  truth  of  this  charge,  anrt  the  effects  it  must 
have  upon  their  replication  and  character,  charters,  by  mws^ 
and  even  decisions  in  courts  of  justice,  will  not  avail  them. 
These  will  indeed  preserve  to  them  th«  exclusive  enjoyment  of 
many  valuable  privileges ;  but  the  pretence  of  superior  learning, 
upon  which  these  were  granted,  and  are  still  continued,  has.  be- 
come an  object  pf  ridicule  to  every  apothecar}''s  boy.  Nor  can 
it  be  urged,  that  it  is  learning  of  a  higher  description  that  is  re* 
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quired  of  them  ;  that  it  would  degrade  th6  dignity  of  a  felloe  of 
the  Roi/y  College  to  por6  over  a  nirnace  or  a  retort.  They  are 
not  only  supposed  to  be  the  only  members  of  the  profession 
who  can  read  the  hinguage  of  Hippocratesi  but  ^Iso  to, be  alone 
capable  of  regulating  and  controlling  the  practice  of  pharmacy; 
This,  by  far  the  most  important  distinction  of  the  two,  if  at 
least  we  measure  their  importance  by  their  utility,  thev.have 
utterly  disregarded ;  and  if  a  corporation  could  be  as  easihr  dis« 
firanchised,  as  his  Majedty^s  ministers  may  be  removed,  for  in- 
competency, the  corporation  of  Warwick  Lane  might  b^  justly 
considered  felo  de  se.    It  is,  in  fact,  the  narrowness  of  the  cor- 

S oration,  which  is  a  principal  cause  of  it^  present  disgrace.  It 
eprives  them  of  the  knowledge  and  Assistance  of  a  very  large' 
•proportion  of  their  brethren ;  and  it  has  a  bad  effect,  both  upon 
the  favoured  few  and  the  expressed  many,  by  taking  away  from 
the  latter  many  motives  for  honourable  exertion,  and  leading 
the  former  to  be  more  zealous  in  maintaining  their  false  dignity, 
than  in  promoting  their  science.  We  will  assert^  without  the 
'fear  of  contradittionj  that  if  the  licentiates  of  London  hsid  beeh ' 
constituent  members  of  the  CoUege,  the  true  dignity  of  the  pro- 
fession would  not  have  suffered  by  the  publication  of  the  Phar- 
maeopceia. 

■  We  shall  pass  entirely  over  the  numerous  additional. errors  in 
the  translation,  because,  from  Dr  Powell  being  evidently  the 
member  of  the  committee  to  whom  the  revisal  of  the  pharmaceu- 
tical department  was  chiefly  entrusted,  we  consider  him  and  the 
College  as  completely  identified. 

But  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  claims  a  little  more  attention^ 
not  for^|:^inting  **  a  committee  for  the  purpose  of  co-K>peratin^ 
with  the  College,  in  the  use  of  their  extensive  laboratory,  and  in 
bringing  to  the  test  of  that  sort  of  experiment  upon  a  large 
scale,  which  could  alone  render  the  suggestions  of  science  prac- 
tically useful,  the  several  processes  which  were  commilnicatied 
by  the  ColWe,  "  but  for  grossly  misleading  and  deceiving  the 
College,  ana  for  openly  contravening  its  injunctions,  which  the 
said  Society  is  specially  bound  to  obey.  It  is  evident,  that  the 
worthy  company  of  Apothecaries  did  not  infornl  the  College  how 
many  of  the  suggestions  of  science  they  found  to  be  imptoper^ 
extravagant,  or  absolutely  impracticable  i  and  it  is  probable,  thi^t 
they  had  never  communicated  to  the  Colkge  the  processes  they 
themselves  employed,  but  rather  careftrihr  concealed  them  as 
precious  nostrums.  But  what  is  worst  of*^  aD,  Mr  Phillips  has 
proved,  that  Apothecaries'  Hall,  from  which  every  practitioner 
has  a  right  to  expect  genuine  medicines,  prepared  strictly  ae* 
cfording  to  the  directions  of  the  College,  is  in  the  habit  ot  fur-' 
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mshing  fpUriods  btid  inferior  &rtid^.  To  dUb^afoti&te  tM^ 
tflmrge,  we  ttiky  itotk^  tlie  te^Ufts  6f  thb  fbltmn^ing  kttic)^  lib 
pr^ar^d  bjr  Mr  Phifli^^  fecfeordhjg  tb  ttue  di^^btioh  of  the  Odt^ 
lege,  atid  &3  protttlred  fi^th  At:>btlibc^ri^'  HdlL 

Mr  PhiBipg.  Apoth.  Han, 

Acidam  ^ceticiim       *  Sp.  Or.  1.002S  iSp.  Or.  l.OOt 

— —  mHriaticiim  Sp.  Gr.  i.l4^  Sp.  Gr.  lA5t 

— hitricuni         -  Sp.  Or.  1.51  Sp.  Gr.  1.42* 

Liquor  amraoniae        -  ^.  Gr.  OMi^O  J^.  Gt.  0.988S 

Pdtassas  stipiersulphas;  * 

Liquor  ferri  alcaHhi.  f 

Liquor  jJumbi  acetdtis  :j:  Sp.  Gr.  1.22  S^.  Gr.  1.31 

Beffld^  the^trictur^oil  di6  College^  Dr  Pdw^I,  and  Apothe- 
caries' Hali^  Mr  Phillip&'s  pubtication  conUtiiis  slUcb  usefol  iop- 


*  Instead  of  tlBs  acid  ^  Hik  proctit^  tmdelr  ^db  lAtftb  tttkb  Apfl^^ctaie&' 
Hall,  contained  not  a  ^rain  of  It,  but'waa  a  mixed  salt.  *^  Ona  huadtedgnuiv  0f 
this  mixed  salt  consist  of  nearly 

h^  sulphate  of  potai^h,  and 
42  tAtfiOk  of  paOLsh. 
"  When,  therefore,  2  drachms  of  this  compound  are  exhibited,  instt^  of  fiie  IHce 
qtiantity  pf  supersulpbate  of  potash,  2^  scruples  of  nitre  are  given ;  excce^ng  by  one 
scruplci  She  Wgest  dose  menthmed  by  t^r  Powell.  " 


I  obtained,  possessed  properties  diametrically  opposite  to  those  beknMifai^  tO'ftn  ^ 
ealine  solution  of  iron,  as  will  appear  by  the  foUoiving  statement  of  me  effects  pro- 
duced by  reagetits  itpon  each. 

AleidineSohx*  SalBtkm -Afsaa 

tion^flron.  Apothecaries*' Hull. 

Turftieric  paper    .....     Keddeiicd    .....     No  efibct. 

T^itmus  papfer  ......    Ko  efitect     ,    »    .    *    \    Hedckmed. 

NHricacid       .    .    •    i    .    •    precipitation    .....    tfo^^iict, 

Subcarbonate  of  potash      .    .     No  effect     .....     Predbitatlon. 

Water Precipitation     .....    No  effect. 

<'  On  comparing  ihese  statements,  it  will  be  evident  thtit  the  seltktiota  provmred  ^tt 
Apotliecaiies*  Hail  is  an  oxinitrate  of  iron,  coBUBning  BRtdL  ahtfic  flcid  in  excess  ;• 
probdbl^  also  some  nitte.  *' 

f  *^  Dr  Pdwell  ohsenres,  that  '  tMs  is  a  dense  solution  of  &  de^  brOwn  colour.  ' 
Now  I  have  frequently  prcj[)arcd  this  solution,  and  have  generally  (Aiserved  that  it 
is  of  a  straw  colour,  whli  a  slight  admixture  of  green,,  and  of  sp.  sr.  1.22.  1  was 
conseqtiently  struck,  with  the  incorreiftness  Of  Dr  PowcH's  description  ;  and  as  it  wa* 
evident  that  he  had  ailopted  it  i^ion.the  vuthority  of  othtts,  and  not  in  consequence 
of  his  own  experiment  and  observation,  I  procured  this  solution  Irom  the  avofwed 
source  of  collegiate  pharmaceutical  knowledge.  Upon  examining  the  solution  ol>> 
tained  at  Apothecaries'  Hall,  I  did  indited  find  that  ft  was  '  a  dense  solution,  *  It» 
sp.  gr.  being  1.31  instead  of  1^22  f  a^d  its  toleiir  was  truly  'dd^  bro%yn.  *  The 
difference  of  those  preparations  being  considerable,  I  procured  .some  distilled  vioe^ 
gar  and  litharge  from  Apothecaries'  Hall,  in  order  to  examine  whether  any  pecu* 
''  imlty  whidi  they  might  possess,  would  txpliiin  itik  dtftsiniilanty.    Bot  the  4liffi«lilty 
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fonnaiion  on  many  chemical  and  pharmaceutical  subjects ;  and 
we  may  merely  notice,  because  we  would  not  expect  to  find  it 
there,  that  it  contains  the  best  description  ^et  published  of  the 
crystallizations  of  various  saline  bodies,  furnished  by  the  Count 
de  Boumon. 

As  connected  with  the  ignorance  of  the  principles  of  phar- 
macy evinced  by  the  Royal  College,  and  their,  total  practical 
inexperience,  most  of  their  blunders  may  be  traced  to  two  op- 
posite causes :  the  borrowing  processes  implicitly  on  die  faith 
of  others, — and  the  altering  uie  processes  adopted  from  others, 
merely  to  hide  their  being  borrowed.  The  first  is  a  venid 
i^uk5  in  comparison  ^]^  the  oieanness,  not  to  give  it  a  worsd. 
appdlatipn,  of  the  second.  But  we  trust  th^t  this  Pb^jna- 
copoeia,  bad  as  it  is  in  the  present  state  of  science,  will  ulti- 
matelv  be  productive  of  good : — that  it  will  determine  not  only 
the  College  of  London,  but  all  other  Colleges,  to  ascertain,  by 
experiments  carefully  made  by  tbems^lye^,  the  practicability  and 
{reference  of  t^  pmopesses  tbey  er\ioin,  before  they  prpcq^d  tq 
<)enoiinoe  the  high  displeasure  of  l(iis  Ma^esty^  im^  all  tb^e  paini 
^  law  ^pou  ^o^  ^hp  devii^  fro^i  them* 


^{•s  ratJbBT  ioamfied  thfa  dimbtsbed ;  for  the  prepamtian  now  dbtaltied  possess^ 
,  #Fen  rather  less  colour  than  that  which  I  had  Ipefore  ooade ;  and  its  sp.  gr.  very  nei^t 
If  reseflobled  it,  being  1.25  instead  of  1.2^. 

**  Suspecting  that  the'  dark  colour  ^f  tb^  solution  above  described  might  be  de^ 
mred  finoin  tha  usa  of  vinegar  containing  cok>uring  tnatter,  I  boiled  some  iitliar<;^ 
Ip  undistiUed  yinqgar ;  and  the  solution  obtained,  .was  certainly  of  a  deeper,  yellow 
colour  than  that  made  with  distilled  viuegfiry  |>ut  s^ili  not  at  all  vergmg  ,to  ^rown^ 
I  npw  prepared  tiiis  solution  with  the  acid  which  remained  in  tJie  vessel  after  the 
distillation  of  vinegar,  and  whieli  consequently  contained  a  very  large  quantity  of 
4:olouring  matter :  By  employing  this,  I  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  solution,  exact- 
ly resembling  that  firom  Apothecaries'  Hall  in  colour,  but  by  no  means  equal  to  it 
In  sp^  gr.;  instead  of  being  1.J1  it  was  oqly  1.21. 

**  Abstractedly  consicleredf  the  colour  of  this  solution  is  not  of  the  sli||hte$t  con* 
sequence;'  but  ai  ev^ry^eircumstance  wbich  tends  to  render  it  difficult  to  indentify 
a  prf  pamtion  is  of  iuipoitance,  llie  consideradon  «ven  of  colour  shoiUd  not  be  ne- 
glected. Jn  addition  to  this,  wben  vinegptr  which  contains  much  extract  is  employ* 
«d,  it  acts  slowly  upon  the  ox|de  of  l^d  dfssolv^,  ^d  by  con(inu^l  precipitatioi^^ 
:^e  solution  is  not  only  rendered  wjeaker,  ,but  of  uncertain  power.  I  have  bestowe^ 
more  tniitute  attention  Upon  this  preparation  tluin  its  importance  might  seem  to 
-denuind  :  but  I  have  done  so  because  tho^  errors  which  are  sanctioned  by  authority 
iire  doubly  productive  of  mischief,  and  their  detection  should  be  followed  by  exp^- 
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PART  III. 


MEDICAL  INTELLIGENCE. 


■     •» 


fteport  of  Diseases  treated  at  the  Public  Dispensary^  (near 
Caretf'Sitreet)^  London^  from  Feb.  29,  to  May  31,  1812, 

} 

Acute  Diseases. 


Ko.  of  Cases. 

Scarlatina  anginosa   ...  2 

Erysipelas    • 1 

Herpes •  9 

Hepatitis     ...•••  2 

Dyseriteria  •     .     /   •     .     •  14 


No.  of  Cases.  1 

JPebris     .......    17  | 

Febres  intermittentes. 

\ 

4 

Pebris  infantum     •     . 

1 

.      6 

Cynanche    •    .     , 

>    1 

^    \ 

1     i 

,      8 

Pleuritis.     .     •     , 

t    * 

It     { 

1 

Peripneumonia 

*    * 

^ 

.     IS 

PertU38is      •    •    . 

1    « 

1           x 

.     10 

Catarrhus    .     .    . 

•    1 

•  116 

Variola  conferjta   « 

t    * 

' .    < 

1 

VariceU^     .    .    , 

i    < 

.      « 

Rubeola.    .    •    « 

• 

f 

6  1 

Arthritis  rheumaCi«a 
Rheumatismns .    • 
Apoplexia  .    •    •    . 
Epistaxis     .    •    • 
Ophthalmia ... 


8 

i 
1 


>  - 


Chronic  DisEjss^t 


No.  of 
Pysecoea   .     .      .     ... 

Cephalxa    .  '  ,    '.    •     '.     . 
Vertigo  ...•'•.. 
Dyspepsia    •     .    .... 

t^astrodynia     .     •    .     •    . 

Pyrosis 

Icterus  .  .  ••  '.  .  .  • 
Morbi  hepatis  ^  •  .  .  • 
Enterodynia    .     .    •     •     . 

Diarrhoea • 

Marasmus    \   .     .     •     .     . 
Tympanites.    .    .     •    .    • 
Tstma     ....... 

,  Colica  saturnina   .... 

liasmorrhois     ..... 

Catarrhus  chronicus 


..        •        * 


Cases. 

1 
J2 

S 
23 
14 
^4  I 

7 

5 
10 
10 
11 

1 

1 

1 

2 
38 


Ko.  of  Casei. 

'         -  * 

Asthma  et  Dyspnoea ...  6 

Hemoptysis     •    •    .    .    •  15 

Phthisis  .......  24 

Nephralgia ......  7 

H4niaturia,     .     .    .     .     .  1 

Enuresis ....    .    .     •  1 

Hysteralgia.     ......  1 

Prolapsus  uteri      •     •     ^    •  "  I 

Menorrhagia \2 

Leucorrhoea     .    .    •    .     •  9 

Amenorrhoea    .....  7 

Gonorrhoea.    .....  3 

Ascites  ••....•  1 

Ifydrothorax    .....  1 

Anasarca    ......  5 

Hydrops  tot.  corporis     •    .  8 
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Chronic  Diseases  continued* 


No.of  Cftses. 

f  Megmatia  dokns    •    •    •  1 

Rheumatismus  chron.     •    •  25 

Pleurpdyne 1 

Nodositas 1 

Lumbago    .    •    •     «   •    •  10 

losania   ••«••••  2 

Astheoia 20 

Tremor  ab  hydrargyro  .     •  2 

Paralysis  saturnina    «     •     •  3 

l^ethargus   .«•««•  1 

Hemiplegia S 

Epilepsia     .    ^    •     •     «     .  3 

Hypochondriasis  •     •     •    •  2 

Hysteria      •••••.  6 
Palpitatio  organica  post  rbeum.  1 

Hectica 2 

Tabes  ntttricum    •     •    •     •  2 

Scrofula «    •  4 


No.  of  Cascis. 

Cachexia  syphiloidea      •     .  2 

Rachitis       ••••••  1 

Phthiriasis  • 1 

Prurigo  .    * 2 

Psoriasis      ...•••  4« 

Lepra     ,••«..,  1 

Pityriasis     ••.•«•  1 

Urticaria     .^     .     •     .     •     .  2 

Erythema    ......  2 

Intertrigo «  1 

Roseola  •     • 1 

Aphthae 1 

Impetigo 2 

Ecthyma 1 

Scabies •     •  .  11 

Porrigo '  .     .  15 

Tttbera   .•••••.  4 

Verrucse ;    .  1 


Until  near  the  middie  of  May,  the  temperature  of  the  atmo- 
8(Aiere  was  constantly  chiiiyi  and  the  wind  with  little  variation 
from  the  east  and  north-east.  During  the  month  of  March,  the 
operation  of  the  cold  was  rendered  more  active,  as  an  occasional 
cause  of  disease,  by  almost  daily  rains  $  while,  in  April,  the  pe- 
netrating chill  of  the  easterly  wind  was  unremitting,  although  the 
greater  part  of  the  month  was  dry.  In  the  second  week  in  May, 
when  the  wind  changed,  vegetation  was  but  little  ad vancedj  but 
the  rapid  burst  of  foliage  and  blossom  which  ienfeued,  has  been 
supported  by  a  succession  of  rains,  together  with  much  «un-shine 
and  warmth;  so  that,  although  the  nroducticHis  of  spring  are 
late,  they  promise  to  be  abundant;  On  the  27th  inst.  the  ther- 
mometer was  above  70°. 

The  unremitting  cold  of  March  and  April,  and  the  humidity 
of  the  former,  wiH  serve  to  account  for  the  unusual  number  of 
acute  catarrhal  complaints  which  have  claimed  the  assistance  of 
the  charity. '  The  cases  of  hooping-cough  were  also  aggravated 
by  the  same  causes^  as  well  as  the  cases  of  incipient  phthisis  and 
haemoptysis.  If  we  take  away,  indeed,  the  diseases  which  were 
produced  or  augmented  by  the  influence  of  cold,  the  list  will  pre- 
sent onlv  the  usual  afiections  which  the  ordinary  occupations 
and  habits  of  life  induce  among  the  lower  classes  of  the  people. 
There  has  been*no  epidemic  or  contagious  disease  in  any  district 
-within  the  cognizance  of  the  Dispensary,  until  the  middle  of  the 
present  month,  when  the  measles  have  appeared|  and  seem  likely 


to  spread  fireely  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Fetter- Lane;  and  the 
scarlet- fever  has  shown  itself  in  one  or  two  families,  and  the . 
chicken-pox  in  another*     The  latter  has  occurred  in  several  &- 
miliea  in  the  upper  elaf  s  of  sodetyi  in  ^11  of  which  it  waft  iraeecl 
$o  schools^  where  it  had  alPected  several  othert» 

Little  has  opcurred  that  is  worthy  of  particular.renuurk  ia  iIm 
progress  of  the  diseases  above  enumerated,  except  a  singular  «&•«> 
tension  -of  the  inflammation  of  the  throati  in  a  case  of  sw?iatiii«i» 
to  the  internal  membrane  of  the  trachea,  producing  a  irvtb  ctefup^ 
It  may  possiUy  be  doubted,  whether  the  croup  did  not  actually 
supervene,  inadentaliy,  at  the  time  when  the  scarlatina  w*as  pre^ 
aent :  but,  as  it  occurred  just  when  the  angma  was  at  its  aeme, 
and  the  eruption  disappearing,  it  seetns  more  probable  that  it 
was  a  mere  extension  of  the  original  inflammation.  Hie  patient* 
however,  coi^ghed  up  a  cylindrical  tube  6f  coagukted  lymph,  of 
nearly  four  inches  in  length ;  but  from  this  she  experienced  oiu* 
ly  temporary  relief,  and  died  two  days  afterwards. 

Two  marked  examples  of  the  effects  of  the  poison  of  mercury 
pn  the  constitution,  occurred  about  the  same  time;^  the  oo^,  how* 
ever,  considerably  more  severe  thfin  the  pther,,  Both  these  paif 
tients  were  employed  in  silvering  mirrors;  and,  in  applying  the 
xtfnalgam  to  the  concave  suHace  of  convene  mirrors^  bad  oeeii 
under  the  necessatv  of  retaining  the  hand  immersed  in  mercury 
for  a  long  timfs  daily*  After  being  engaged  a  few  weeks  ki  this 
employment,  they  were  altogether  dialed  from  work  by  the 
paralytic  tremor  and  debility  which  ensued*  The  one^  who  wa^ 
most  severely  affeetedy  had  quitted  his  work  about  three  we^« 
before  I  saw  him,  at  whidi  time  he  had  suffered  a  moderate  de^ 
gi'ee  of  salivation,  which  had  now  disappeai*ed.  Tfa^  {H^incipal 
affection  under  which  he  now  laboured|  was  not,  aa  has  heau, 
sometimes  described  in  these  cases,  a  con^ant  tremor  of  the 
limb,  and  seersaw  of  thp  head,  such  as  ocpurinold  paralytic  per<^ 
sons,  but  a  sort  of  rapid  convulsive  f^itation  of  the  limbs,  when- 
pver  the  act  of  yo}ition  was  exerted  upon  the  muscles  i  which 
moved  the  extrem|tjes  qrdckly  in  ail  directions,  except  that  which 
the  will  prompted*  Thus,  he  could  sit  cm  his  cb^^  still  and 
nearly  unmoved ;  but  the  mom^ot  he  got  up,  and  attempted  to 
walk,  his  legs  began  to  dance,  as  it  were,  in  spite  of  himself,  and 
performed  very  rapid  arid  irregular  morons,  ^jth  so  much  vio- 
lence, as  to  compel  him  to  drop  pn  bis  chair  ag^in,  pr  to  throw 
him  down.  Somewhat  ^imilaf  moti(^$  were  performed  1^  his 
arms,  if  he  attempted  to  use  them  i  so  that  he  was  unable  to  Carry 
finy  thing  to  his  mouth,'  and  the  smaUest  quantity  of  liquid  was 
immediately  dashed  out  of  any  vessel  from  which  h^  made  aa 
^^empt  to  drink.    He  >ya|i  ^nder  the  pec^ityji  tbef^proi  of 


1S19,    Qfmrterfy  Mepm't  ^ihrCariShSh'^et  Biqmsaty,^       377 

betng  fed  like  a  chikL  His  artieulation  was  also  rendered  some- 
what iadasliiict.  These  spasmodic  tremors,  faowevery  were  greatr 
ly  increased  by  aay^rcumstance  that  agitated  his  mind,  or  occa« 
aioaed  %bv  anxiety.  His  bowels  were  constipated,  and  he  com* 
plained  of  miich  pain  in  his  limbs  and  loins,  which,  together  witH 
ibe  museiilar  agitations,  rendered  his  sleep  very  imperfect ;  he 
frequently  aiwoke,  starting  and  frightened  $  and  was  troubleil 
with  incessant  unpleasant  dreams*  The  appetite  was  good,  and 
tWpttbe  apparently  natural,  although  it  was  at  first  difficult  to 
ascertain  its  beats^  in  consequence  ot  the  tremor ~bf  the  tendons^ 
which  came  on  when  his  attention  was  directed  to  his  arm^ 
for  the  purpose  of  feeling  the  artery.  He  com|)lained  mucii  of  sk 
generalsenae  of  great  d^Nlity,  and  of  beipg  startled  and  flurriec} 
by  alight  causes* 

Many  instances  of  this  state  of  body,  induced  by  an  impreg-r 
nation  of  the' system  with  mercury,  in  various  artisans,  but  espe-f 
daily  in  water-gilders,  as  they  are  callec],  and  in  tliose  who  are 
occupied  in  the  mines,  *  which  produce  mercury,  have  been  re« 
corded ;  and  they  are  familiarly  known  to  practitioners  in  large 
towns :  But  it  does  not  appear,  that  the  multiplied  experience  of 
medical  mtR  has  yet  led  to  the  discovery  of  any  ei&ctual  means 
of  expediting  the  expulsion  of  the  poison  from  the  body,  much 
less  of  an  antidote  to  its  operation.  It  has  been  su^ested  tha^ 
snipbur  diminishes  the  activity  of  mercur}';  and  some  practition*^ 
ers  have  thought  that  substanoe  actually  remedial  in  cases  of  this 
sort,  when  IbUowed  by  tonics,  f  De  Haen,  who  has  related  m 
number  of  cases  of  the  disease,  ascribes  great  efficacy  to  electrlcir 
ty,  even  whei^e  it  had  advanced  to  a  degree  of  severity  much  be* 
yond  thai  of  the  instances  here  alluded  to.  X     But  it  seems  vei^ 

Ctionable,  from  the  great  variety  in  tlie  length  of  time  in  whica 
3,  and  other  remedies  are  reported  to  have  effected  the  cures, 
wbeth^  time  alone  was  not  the  physician.     Mr  Pearson  has  fre* 


*  An  acooant  of  the  eftbct  of  the  mercury  on  the  Itbonrcrs  in  the  mines  of 
Frttth*,  in  the  Venetian  states,  was  given  in  the  Pbilos.  Trans,  for  April  1665.  It 
is  there  said,  that  **  all  of  them  in  time  (some  sooner  some  later)  become  fwralyttc^ 
and  die  hectic. "  But  as  a  proof  that  it  was  the  spasmodic  agitation  of  the  iimbc^ 
Shove  desci^Qied.  and  net  pariiyus  ^iKe  that  from  the  poison  of  lead,  it  may  be  men* 
tioned,  that  tbe  writer  saw  a  inan  *^  so  paralytic,  tliat  he  could  not  with  both  handi 
carry  a  glass,  half  full  of  wine,  to  his  mouth,  without  spilling  it,  though  he  loved  it 
too  well  to  throw  it  away.  '*  p.  24. 

t  Dr  Lettsom  saYs  *«  I  have  generally  found  the  use  of  sulphur  sufficient  to  re*, 
note  it,  with  the  addition  of  bark  to  strengthen  tlie  system.  '*  Med.  Memous  of  thi^ 
fhm»  Dispensary,  ^.  -^27. 

\  See  his  Ratio  Medendt,  Part  III.  wh^re  he  describes  a  patient  as  affected 
•*  horrendo  omnium  artuum  tremore,  '*  which  increased  to  such  a  digree,  <*  ut  uihit 
laborxs  ultra  perficere,  ut  nee  comedcrc  bibci^e  solus,  nee  loquens  ampHus  iutelligi 
potuerit  Nutrieodus,  vestki^dus^  et  infantisintitari  alvum  uriuomque  po;>iturus»  a(4  : 
juvandus  erat. " 
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^uently  stated  to  me  his  conviction  (and  his  experience  has  been 
ftiost  ample),  that  a  free  exposure  to  the  open  air,  daring  a  dry 
State  of  the  atmosphere,  whether  hot  or  cold,  is,  on  the  whole, 
the  most  effectual  mode  of  depurating  the  habit  from  a  mercurial 
impregnation.  In  the  more  severe  case,  just  described,  the  sul- 
phur was  given  freely,  combined  with  salts,  afterwards  with 
uark ;  and  subsequently  the  bark,  mineral  acids,  and  chalybeates 
in  tii^'o  or  three  forms,  were  prescribed.  In  the  milder  case,  dia- 
lybcates  only  were  given ;  but'no  very  speedy  relief  or  akeration 
was  obtained.  The  latter  thought  himself  better,  as  soon  as  he 
began  to  take  the  steel ;  but  the  former  very  gradually  improv- 
ed, and  at  the  end  of  two  nionths  remains  affected  with  a  slight 
degree  of  the  disease,  which  becomes  considerable  whenever  any 
thing  occurs  to  produce  anxiety.  He  found  himself  most  seiH 
sibly  relieved,  in  respect  to  his  genei*al  feelingS|  by  the  sulphur 
ftnd  salts,  which  acted  as  laxatives. 

Bedford' Rcraoy    1  T  w 

A/fly3]*/,  I8I2.5  -^•^' 

Observations  on  Hydrophobia*^ 

Hydrophobia  is  a  disease,  which,  although  not  very  prevalent 
^  in  this  island,  is  still  sufficiently  so  to  demand  the  investigation 
t)f  the  medical  philosopher^  Every  year  brings  with  it  the  ac- 
count of  some  few  who  have  died  irom  this  afflicting  malady. 
An  individual  case  may  only  occur  to  a  practitioner  in  the  whole 
course  of  his  practice ;  the  case  is  not  inserted  in  any  depot  for 
similar  histories  ;  and  the  opinion  of  the  cause,  with  the  treat- 
ment of  the  disease,  both  die  with  the  practitioner  who  made 
them.  Our  opinions  with  regard  to  the  origin  of  hydrophobia 
are  certainly  very  vague;  for  we  have  one  party  ascribing  the  conw 
plaint  to  a  specific  virus  introduced  into  the  system  by  the  bite 
of  a  rabid  animal ;  another  party,  which  enjoys  an  equal  num- 
ber of  partizans,  denying  the  influence  of  a  specific  virus,  and 
acknowledging  the  complaint  either  to  have  arisen  spontaneous- 
ly, or  to  have  been  induced  by  the  power  of  fear,  operating  in 
those  habits  which  are  endued  with  an  irritability  of  temper,  and 
a  certain  morbidity  of  fibre,  which  are  supposed  to  favour  the 
occurrence  of  the  complaint. 

It  behoves,  therefore,  every  medical  man,  to  investigaCte  the  dis- 
ease as  it  affects  the  animal  itself,  and  to  publish  to  the  world  a 
full  and  Accurate  detail  of  those  cases  of  hydrophobia  which  may 
have  occurred  to  him  f  and  when  this  is  considered  a  moral  obli- 
gation, we  may  bf-pe  to  accumulate  a  mass  of  evidence,  from 
which  1  gitimate  conclusions  may  be  deduced.  In  this  uncertain- 
ly, it  nngUi  be  of  use  to  compare  the  difierent  conjectures  hither- 
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to  sdranced,  which  favour  one  or  the  other  of  these  opinions, 

and  which  would  aeem  to  be  more  required  at  this  present  timej 

as  a  late  publication  of  Dr  Bosquillon's  may  make  many  prosts. 

lytes  to  his  system,     I  merely  mean  to  observe  in  tl 

in  support  of  the  first  opinion,  the  many  cases  upoi 

induce  ns  to  believe,  that  hydrophobia  has  ensued 

of  a  rabid  animal;  and  where  not  only  no  suspicii 

fained  of  the  rabies  of  the  animal,  but  when  the  m 

fident  that  no  untoward  symptoms  could  ensue,  ai 

account  of  tender  a^,  no  terror  or  limm-  lii/drophc^i, 

exciting  causes.     T  can  refer  the  reader  lor  confin 

fact,  to  the  Manchester  Memoirs,  and  to  Dr  Ferr 

Facts  and  Observations.     I  may  mention,  in  furthei 

case  of  a  lady  who  was  bitten  by  a  rabid  dog  at  E 

4be  year  1806,  and  in  which  case,  no  terror  of  futu 

hia  could  prove  an  exciting  cause :  Thesymptoms       

not  supervene  til)  the  termination  of  eight  months  from  the  date 
of  the  bite  j  and  during  the  whole  of  this  period,  the  patient  did 
not  entertain  the  least  idea  of  that  disease  which  was  to  termi- 
nate her  life.  The  first  symptoms  (which  are  not  always  attend- 
inc  ones)  were  inflammation  and  eruption  on  the  part  bitten,  to 
which  succeeded  difficulty  of  swallowing,  and  the  other  symp- 
toms charafteristic  of  the  dii^caae.  Thecase  of  Ilichard  Brown, 
:f,  boy  of  7^  years  old,  recorded  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and 
Surgic.ll  Journal  for  J.nnuavy  1810,  likewise  militates  strongly 
■gainst  that  opinion  which  denies  n  specific  virus  as  being  s 
eiuse  of  the  complaint;  and  Dr  t'laike  justly  remarks,  that 
"  Brown  could  nut  have  acquired  any  inlormation  on  hydro- 
phobia; his  age  precludes  the  supposition  of  reading  on  the 
subject  J  and  his  relatives  were  so  little  prepared,  thai  they  did 
not  suspect  the  nature  of  the  disease.*"  Experiments  are  want- 
ing to  prove  in  what  mamier  the  disease  of  rabies  is  communi- 
cated from  the  dog;  whether  the  cause  is  in  a  vitiated  state  of  the 
saliva,  or  derived  from  any  peculiar  poison  which  maybe  secret- 
ed, as  we  obserye  in  venomous  serpents;  hut  proofs  are  not  warn- 
ing to  show,  that  the  disease  Ans  arisen  from  the  influence  of  the 
bite,  and  th»t  the  opinion  of  Dr  Bosquillon  is  erroneous.  Dr 
B.  acknowledges  only  three  causes  for  the  compkint,  viz.  I.  In- 
flammation of  an  internal  viscuS;  1,  Lesion  of  a  nerve  or  ten- 
don; and  3.  Fear,  which  latter  is  the  most  common  cause  of  all. 
Dr  B.  says,  (Vide  L'Esprit  des  Journaux,  Tom.  II,  Fevrier 
1809),  "  £lle  (La  Terreur)  a  paiticuliercment  lieu  a  la  suitede  \& 
fnorsure  des  chiens  pretendus,  ou  r^eliement  enrages.     J^ile  ne 

E:ut  etre  qu'une  suite  de  nos  prejuges;  car  tout  remede  capa- 
e  de  rassurcr  I'imnginAtlon  fr.ippee  en  arrece  ayec  certitude  les 
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propr^B,     Peut  on  nvdir  des  pr^upes  plus  cert^ines  qu^elle  rHe^  y^ 
diu  a  un  xnms  partt^ulier. " 

*^  The  Doctor  wishes  to  prov^,  from  premise  that  will  QOt  h&\x 
I|im  ont  in  his  conclusion,  that  hydrophobia  cannoj;  ensue  from 
the  bite  of  9  dog*  His  cases  only  shpw  that  rabies^  or  a  disea^ 
Tery  similar,  may  be  induced  by  other  causes*  Ib  those  cases 
^hicli  he  mention?,  the  dogs  were  not  proved  not  to  have  l^en 
toad  ;  the  non-existence  of  a  specific  virus  could  oply  be  suspect- 
ed, as  their  diseases  were  not  attended  to.  In  the  paragraph, 
however,  above  stated,  the  exemption  froni  rabies  roust  have  been 
certain ;  as  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  any  impression  njade 
upon  the  inind,  cpuld  stop  the  progress  of  genume  rabies  pro- 
duced by  specific  viru?.  The  ca^e  of  the  child,  recordol  ia  ih 
same  Journal,  only  proved  the  instance  of  a  child  dying  through 
fear,  in  which  some  anomalous  symptoms  w^re  cpnspicuojis. 
Nevertheless,  we  must  allow  that  hydrophobia,  qt  9,  disease  very 
similar  to  it,  has  in  very  many  instances  arisen  spontaneously, 
or  been  induced  by  powerful  impressjons  npon  the  mind  in  ner- 
vous habits,  as  we  cannot  suppose  that  so  active  a  virus  can  esdst 
for  many  years  in  the  system,  withojutproducing  its  effects.  la 
tBis  opinion  I  heartily  agree  with  Dr  Bosquillon,  but  differ  from 
blm,  unless  he  disavows  of  the  possibility  of  the  disease  being 
communicated  from  the  canine  to  the  human  species* 

Letter  from  Dr  Charles  Stuaet,  F.  R.  S.  E.  Vice-President  oj 

^the  Royal  College  of  J^liy^icicms^  Edinburgh^  fo  Ja^es  Donaun 

SON,  Esq.  FtMis/ter  of  the  Edinhmgh  Advertiser,  on  the  Ed^ 

dence  afforded  infoeoour  of  the  Antivariokms  power  of  Vaccina* 

tion^  hy  the  occurrence  of  Epiden&c  Small-pox  at  North  Qttem^ 

ferry,  in  December  181  i. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  frequently  obliged  to  you  for  com- 
inunications  on  the  subject  of  vaccination,  and  am  now  glad  to 
pay  vou  back  in  kind.  If  you  judge  it  proper  to  insert  my  letter 
in  tne  Advertiser,  I  will  thank  you  to  do  so,  with  my  name, 
both  to  authenticate  the  information  it  contains,  and  to  solicit 
the  attention  of  those  with  whom  I  may  be  acquainted,  if  anpf 
such  remain  sceptical  respecting  the  immense  blessings  which  it 
lias  pleased  God  to  bestow  on  mankind,  by  the  discovery  of  thi$ 
effectual  preventive  of  the  most  loathsome  and  faital  disease  ta 
which  they  are  subject. 

I  heard,  about  a  fortnight  ago,  that  small-pox  were  epideinJ<i 
in  a  virulent  forr^i,  at  North-Qucensferry,  and  requested  infor- 
mation respecting  it  from  Mr  Jame^  Scott,  superintendant  of  the 
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]^a$siagd  thete  otttr  the  Frith,  a  comtant  resident,  and  one  on 
vhose  Accuracy  and  fidelity  I  knew  I  could  rely.  Tlie  replitk 
he  has  been  so  obHgin^  as  to  send  me  are  Avell  entitled  to  thife 
character.     The  sum  oi  Ae  whole  is  as  foUoWs. 

The  smaB-poX  appeared  in  that  village  on  the  1 4th  of  De* 
teniber  1811;  and  on  the  '/th  bf  March,  the  dale  of  Mr  Scott's 
last  Irtter,  forty-six  youths  and  infants,  from  below  one  to  fifteen 
years  of  age,  have  been  ill  of  that  disease,  of  whom  seven  per- 
sons have  died,  three  of  them  in  one  family,  aged  four,  nine* 
»nd  fifteen  years.  The  population  of  the  place  is  exaaly  890 
sDiitd.  Of  these  \^'i  had  been  vacdnated  smne  time  ago,  not  xms 
of  nokm  kas  ieen  6sized  vaitk  the  emtagion  of  stnxdl^pox.  Hiis  is 
uie  mote  remarkable,  as  the  whole  inhabitants  not  only  Kve 
pretty  dose  together,  btit  'some  df  those  vaccinated  belong  to 
and  reside  in  twelve  famHiefe  Vhere  small-pox  prevailed. 

it  tnust  'not,  however,  be  concealed,  that  two  <;hildren  have 
(passed  ithrough  tbe  small-pox  who  were  inoeuiated  for  oow*pox 
fii^rmerly.  I'he  midwife  of  the  v31age,  who  inoculated  one  of 
them  some  y^ats  ago,  ififerms  Mr  Sa»tt  that  she  did  not  think 
•the  imocnlatkm  effecttikal  at  tliat  timei,  and  wi^ed  to  perform  k 
-^aiin ;.  btit  to  thig  neitlier  the  boy  nor  his  parents  would  submit. 
The  lolrher  child  was  inoculated  at  Kincardine,  Per(!h&hh*et  and 
iiis  case  is  described  as  similar  wkh  this  one. 

Tiaere  remain  in  this  viHage  %xAj  i^ine  persons,  chidfiy  aged^ 
who  have  neither  had  small-pox  nor  cow-pox* 

Those  who  read  this  will,  k  is  hoped,  be  impressed  with  a 
deep  conviction  of  the  personal  danger  of  every  individual  by 
tiieir  liableness  to  this  disease,  and  of  the  uncertainty  of  its  tak« 
ing  on  a  virulent  form  and  ending  fatally. 

I  trust  also  that  parents,  in  .particular,  will  reflect  on  the  effi- 
cacy of  the  merciiul  discovery  of  vaccination,  and  not  allow 
themselves  to  be  misled,  and  their  infants  to  fall  sacrifices  to 
vagiie. reports,  absurd  pr^udices,  and  interested  theories. 

WhHe  vaccination  extends  its  salutary  influence  in  Englandf 
and  especially  in  Ireland,  what  a  pity  is  it  that  thcr^  ^ould 
be  reason  to  fear  it  is  less  practised  than  once  in  Scotland  !  }t 
.used  to  be  oli^ected  to  inoculation  for  smalKpox,  that  a  parent 
bad  not  a  right  to  communicate  a  disease,  possibly  fatal,  to  his 
children,  which  they  might,  after  all,  escape.  The  principle  is 
no  iloobt  a  sound  one,  rat  misapplied.  -No  person  has  ground 
to  (bink  that  he  may  escape  the  contagion  of  small-pox.  Louis 
the  XV.  of  France  died  of  the  disease  between  60  «nd  70  yeats 
of  age  5  and  I  have  evidence  of  an  old  woman  about  80,  who 
had  nursed  many  children  in  the  disease,  dying  of  it  herself  at 
^tfiiis  advanced  age* 
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By  inoculation'  for  sauUl-nox,  the  disease  was  coQyered  in  the 
2Do«t  favourable  and  harmless  form,  as  demonstratea  by  lon^^ 
large,  and  uniform  experience,  and  the  person  inoculated  was 
completely  delivered  from  all  hazard  of  contagion,  and  generally 
from  the  most  virulent  and  fatal  form  of  the  disease. 

But  by  vaccination  nothing  is  produced  which  ought  to  be 
called  disease ;  nor  has  the  slightest  danger,  as  far  as  I  ever 
iheard,  attended  the  punctures,  the  inflammation  on  the  arm,  or 
any  of  the  effects  of  cow-pox. 

Parents,  therefore,  who  do  not  vaccinate  their  children^  through 
Hioughtlessness^  negligence^  or  prejudices^  which  attention  and  ingui^ 
^ry  iL'ould  reinovet  ought  to  remember,  that  they  are  daily  expos* 
ing  them  to  the  hazard  of  a  horrid  disease,  in  which  \&ty  umally 
,not  one  in  eight  persons  recovers^^^never  at  any  titae  more 
than  one  in  ten,-^I  am,  Dear  Sir,  your,  &c 

George's  Square,  i6th  March,  1812.        Charles  Stuart. 

P.  S.— Mr  Scott  informs  me,  that,  in  a  former  epidemic  in 
1793,  twenty-two  children  died  in  this  small  village  in  natural 
smallpox  ;  in  1797,  seven  children  died  from  the  same  cause  ^ 
and  in  1799,  of  three  children  only  in  the  disease,  one  died. 
May  I  add,  that  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  test  propos- 
ed by  Mr  James  ^ryce,  surgeon  here,  in  his  very  Valuable  book 
on  this  subject,  and  trusted  to  by  many  physicians  and  surgeon^ 
iU  affording  infallible  pro(^  of  constitutional  cow-pox,  is  not  tmi- 
versallj/  attended  to. 


A  neiv  and  certain  methody  discovered,  and  proposed,  'ociherehy  any  mis" 
take  in  ike  practice  of  Vaccination  may  he  easily  detected,  and  the 
me  of  the  genuine  Kine  Pock  rendered  wore  universaL 

Individuals  or  families  residing  in  any  part  of  the  United  States, 
who  cannot  otherwise  procure  the  most  satisfactory  proof  of  their 
having  obtained  the  genuine  Kine  Pock,  are  hereby  informed,  that 
if,  after  submitting  themselves  to  be  vaccinated,  they  will  take  cafe 
of  the  scabs  or  crusts  which  every  operation  will  produce  (whether 
the  same  may  have  been  effectual,  spurious  or  imperfect)  and  will 

♦  send  them  to  the  subscriber  Jbr  examination  ;  they  may  obtain  the 
same  evidence  of  their  safety,  or  continued  liability  to  take  the  small- 

;  pox,  as.  if  they  had  been  personally  visited  by  him  every  day  during 
the  whole  process  of  their  vaccination. 

To  obtam  this  desirable  proof  of  personal  safety,  howerer^  sc^ne 

.  little  care  and  attention  is  requisite  on  the  part  of  the  patient. — ^Dur« 
iog  the  period  of  inflammation  or  soreness,  tlie  arm  mio  which  the 
infection  may  have  been  inserted,  should  be  taken  as  nwch  care  of 
as  possible.  The  pock,  or  sore,  should  not  be  altered  or  disturbed 
by  applications  of  any  kind ;  neither  fhould  it  he  fcratched,  bruifed*  or 
injured^  in  any  maimer  wha^ver  >  but  the  difeafc'  ihould  be  feSered  tm 
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coine  to  its  ownrnttoral  terroiBation  :•— ^4  scab  or  crus^mll  he  0tetijbrmed 
in  due  time  ;  and  it  will  bejbund^  on  a  strict  and  proper  examination^ 
.  to  be  perfectly  incUcative  of  the  disease  tvkich  produced  if»  whether  the 
same  may  have  been  the  genuine  Kine  Pock^  or  any  of  those  spurious 
affections^  which  have  been  so  often  mistaken  for  it. — On  the  eighth  day 
after  the  operation^  or  as  foon  as  the  fcabs  or  crufts  become  loofe,  they 
(hould  be  taken  o£F  and  wrapped  in  a  little  fine  lint  or  cotton ;  they  n\ay 
be  then  folded  up  in  a  fmall  piece  of  clean  white  paper,  on  which  muft 
be  written  the  name,  age,  and  place  of  relidence  of  the  perfon  or  perfons 
from  whom  they  were  taken  ;  and  also  the  time  when  they  came  off. 

In  all  cafes  fubmitted  as  above,  where  the  vaccination  has  been  effec- 
tual, a  certificate  figned  by  the  fubfcriber  will  be  given,  declaring  that 
the  perfon  who  has  been  the  fubjeft  of  it  will  never  thereafter  be  liable 
'to  take  the  tttidlUpox  :  ind  if  any  vaccination  mdy  be  fouad'to  have  been 
fpuriousi  imperfe£i,  or  ineffediual,  the  neceffary  precautions  to  be  takea 
will  be  particularly  and  promptly  given  in  a  letter  of  advice. 

In  making  known  to  the  public  this  new  method  of  correding  the 
miftakes  which  have  been  every  where  fo  frequent,,  and  alfo  fo  fatal  in 
,  the  pradice  of  vaccination,  the  fubfcriber  deems  it  neceffary  to  ftate, 
that  he  has  adventured  to  propofe  it  only  after  the  ipoft  mature  irivefti- 
gation  of  its  merits.  His  experience  during  eleven  years  nearly  pa^, 
will  now,  he  believes,  fully  juftify  him  in  declaring,  that  there  is.no  pos^ 
.sible  deception  or  mistake  in  vaccination^  let  the  operation  be  performed 
by  whom,  when,  or  where  it  may,  which  he  will  not  be  able  to  detect  xmik 
the  utmost  certainty,  by  the  examination  proposed  ;  ariffhe  has  no  doubt 
but  that  every  other  practitioner,  who  is  perfectly  acquainted  with  the 
character  of  the  genuine  kine  pock^  wiU  soon  discover  that  he  can  also, 
with  a  little  attention,  judge  correctly  of  the  effect  of  any  operation,  by 
an  accurate  examination  of  the  scabs  or  crusts,  as  herein  suggested.  He 
folicita,  however,  the  moft  ftri6k  fcrutiny  of  the  utility  of  his  plan,  by 
a  difcerning  public  ;  and,  (hould  it  fail  to  accompHHi  the  highly  import- 
ant  objects  propofed  by  him,  no  one  will  be  more  free  to  acknowledge 
it,  nor  yet  more  deeply  to  lament  it  than  himfelf. 

For  all  communications  on  this  fubje^,  either  to  or  from  the  fubfcrib- 
er, the  medium  of  the  Pod-ofiice  is  recommended,  as  being  the  mod 
convenient,  expeditious,  fafeft  and  beft.  The  podage,  howevef,  muft 
in  all  cafes  be  paid,  otherwise  no  communicatioii  will  be.  taken  from  the 
poft-office, 

Baltimore^  ijth  March,  l8i3.  James  Smith. 

Established  Fees  and  Regtilations  of  the  Vaccine  Institution^  in  the  city  of  .Baltimore^ 

under  the  direction  of  Dr  James  Smith* 

[A  list  of  these  is  Subjoined,  but  We  are  obliged  to  omit  them  from  want  of  room.] 


The  Cobncil  of  the  Harveian  Society  beg  leave  to  intunatet 
That,  with  the  view  of  encouraging  experimental  inquiry  among 
the  Siudeiita  of  Medicine,  they  have  announced  the  following 
Prizef-Quei»tioii»^for  throe  years  to  come. 


SM  Piiit  Quesfions,  ire.  JuIj*Y^12^ 

For  IBIS. — An  Experimental  Essay  on  the  best  method  of 
preparing  a  Soporific  Medicine  from  die  Lactuca  Sativa. 

For  1815. — An  Experimental  Essay  on  the  effects  of  the  Snc* 
cus  Spissatus  Lactucse  Sativae  on  the  Human  Body. 

For  1814. — An  Experimental  Essay  on  the  effects  of  the  Dl- 
gitalis  Purpurea  on  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  both  in  the  ht^<* 
man  species  and  other  animals,  particularly  in  fro^. 

Dissertations  on  these  subjects  must  be  transmitted  to  Dr 
Duncan  senior^  aecr^ary  to  tm  Society,  on  or  before  the  ist  of 
.January  following  the  year  for  whidi  they  adr«  announced^ 

Mdmburgh^  l^h  Jpril^  1B12« 

Sir, — An  obligation  will  be  conferred  on  the  Rojral  Medical 
-  Society  of  Edinburgh,  by  the  insertion  of  the  following  paragraph 
in  your  valuable  puolication. 

All  Members  of  the  Royal  Medical  Society,  are  incited  to 
write  ^  Experimental  Essay  on  the  following  subject. 

'^  To  determine,  by  experiment,  what  substances  are  exhaled 
by  the  skin  ;  and  the  changes,  if  any,  which  they  produce  on  the 
surrounding  air.  '* 

The  Dissertations  are  to  be  written  in  English,  Latin,  or 

French,  and  are  to  be  delivered  to  the  Secretary  on  or  b^ore 

the  1st  of  December  IBIS,  (beins  the  year  succeeding  tha^  in 

which  the  subject  is  proposed.)    Ifiie  adjudication  w31  take  place 

.  in  the  last  week  of  February  following. 

To  each  Dissertation  shall  be  prefixed  a  motto^  and  this  motto 
is  to  be  written  on  the  outside  of  a  sealed  packet^  contaioii^ 
the  name  and  address  of  the  author.  No  Dissertation  wiU  be 
received  with  the  Author's^name  affixed  i  and  aH  X)issertatiM|i^ 
except  the  successful  one,  will  be  retnraied,  if  desired^  mitS  tile 
sealed  packet  unopened*    I  am,  &c*  N.  Baih,  8cc. 

Edinburgh^  29th  Aprils  181^. 

It  is  with  extreme  sorrow  that  we  have  to  announce  the  death 
of  Dr  Willanat  Madeira.  In  our  next  Number  we  hope  to  be 
able  to  give  a  biographical  memoir  respecting  him* 

*«*  Communications  may  |je  addressed  to  Uie  Xditors,  td  the  care  of  MessA 
CoKsTABLK  &  Co.  Edinburgh;  Messrs  Loncmam  &  Co.  Lcmdoi;&;  ai^  Gil^i^^ 
ll^onxsESy  Dublin. 

No.  XXXIt  via  bepublMed  en  the  Ut  of  October  1813* 
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Lef^  to  Dt  AkDAew  Duwcan,^.  PKystcittn^  Edinburgh,  /honi 
Dr  Cochrane,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  Edin^ 
Imrgh,  enclosing  a  Letter  frimi  Dr  Harness,  Commissioner  for 
Sick  and  Wounded  Seamen^  and  Communications  Jrom  Mr  Par- 
son, Dr  BuRNKTT,  and  Dr  Wilson^  oh  the  Ardent  Fever,  ai 
observed  at  Chutdahupe,  Gibraltar,  and  Plymouth, 

DeaA  SiRi — I  send  jon  a  vdaable  commitnication  from  Mr 
Parson,  Surgeon  R.  N.,  now  stationed  in  Guadaloape,  ^v- 
ing  an  account  of  his  successftil  treatment  bf  Yellow-fever. 

i  considered  it  to  be  of  so  much  importance,  that  I  transmit-^ 
tM  it  for  the  irispldctidn  of  Dr  Hathess;  who  io  ftblj  cdnduct^. 
4lie  department  of  Commissiqner  for  Sick  and  Wounded  Sea- 
men, at  the  Transport  Board,  London. 

The  opinion  which  the  Doctor  has  expf^essed  on  this  subject  ig 
s0  exactly  consonant  with  my  6wn^  that  I  eannot  do  Mm  morsl 
justice  than  by  giving  you  a  copy  of  bis  letter,  which,  with  the . 
fiM^ts  stated  by  Mr  Parson,  I  consider  may  have  great  weight  \ 
in  inducing  practitioners,  both  in  the  navy  aind  army,  as  well  aa 
West  India  residents,  to  follow  up  this  mode  of  treatment  in  a^ 
disease  which  has  proved  so  fatal  to  many  brave  dtfenders  of 
our  country ;  and,  I  trust,  when  prejudices  and  false  theories 
are  laid  aside,  this  practice  will  become  universiJi^  and  tii9^ 

r0h4  Yiii.  NO.  3i,  B  b 
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acoor^  bcr  tttadEed  and  defeated  by  weapoas  equal  to  die  com* 
bat.  Dr  Harnew  has  fiutber  done  me  the  h(»ioar  to  send  nae 
(wo  very  interesting  and  weU«writtai  papers,  officiaOy  transnuti* 
tied  to  him ;  one  on  the  fever  wbiob  appeared  at  Gibraltar  in 
1810«  which  shows  the  great  judgment  of  Dr  Bornett  in  bis  sac* 
^essfnt  pvactior^  and  eonfirmai  m  the  strennsl  manner,.  Mr  9mD^ 

Hli  obsenradons  in  a  distant  onarter.  Tne  other  exhiUts  th^ 
idous  treatment  of  tbe  ttck  by  Dr  WUson^  hj  which  a  nani«« 
of  vahabie  seamen  wese  socm  restofed  to  weir  duttes,  and 
that  chiefly  by  the  free  nse  of  the  lancet 

Copies  of  tnc^e  papers  accompany  this  ;  and  I  request  ^ou  wiB 
do  me  the  faToiir  to  msert  them,  as  soon  as  yoa  can,  m  your 
mpectable  Journal^  so  Aat  they  may  aeqaife  as  extrasive  a  eixv 
^nhtion  as  their  merits  entitle  them  to* 

I  take  the  liberty  of -addingy  tliat.  thest  gtnttem^^s  obsennfc^ 
tions  on  congestion  in  the  brain,  and  abdominal  viscera,  b^ng 
the  cause  of  afl  the  violent  mnptoms  attending  this  fever,  wasacv 
^urately  pointed  out  by  my  late  ingenious  young  friend,  Dr  Wil« 
liam  Irvine,  physician  to  the  forces  in  Sicily,  in  an  excdient  trea^ 
tlse  on  the  diseases  €»f  the  army  in  that  conntry,  which  was  pub« 
fished  by  him  about  three  vears  ago,  and  whicb  I  would  earnestly 
recot^mend  to  every  practitiooer  in  warm  dimales»  His  constant 
iluccess,  in  these  casesi^  by  d^troctijug  large  quaiitities  of  bli^d 
^om  the  temporal  artery,  pi:ovect  ttK^  trnui  of  hi^  observatioi^  % 
and,  I  think,  in  the  first  stage  of  ycIlow-fever,  where  the  sym* 
ptoms  are  urgent,  that,  or  bleeding  in  the  juguhir  veins,  would 
^ve  more  speedy  relief,  and  periia{)s  with  die  loss  of  less  blcxxl 
(o  the  patient^  upon  the  whoke^  than  drawing  it  off  bv  the  acou 

I  regret  to  add,  tbat  this  accomplished  gentleman  tell  a  sacrt«» 
flee  to  b&  professicmai  duties  in  the  idand  of  Malta,  ia  T^S^ml 

21,  Mtnihmd  Street,  June2(r^  1812. 

Xetterjrom  Dr  HAirv£$8|  Commissioner  J^  Sick  and  Woundfd 
Seaman^  to  Dr  GoCHXA^ft,  Fetttm  tf  tkt  Boyml  Cofkgje^  ^ 
jnysicianSf  Edinburgh. 

'  Dear  Stn,-— I  am  extremely  obliged  to  you  for  the  honour  yo is* 
ftave  done  me,  by  transmittkig  to  me  Mr  Parson's  opinioi^ 
Ijhd  treatment  of  yellow^fever,  which  certainly  do.  him  mijicb 
credit  Tne  perusal  has  afibrded  roe  very  considerable  satis* 
fectk>n  and  pleasure,  as  it  goes  to  i^ubstantiate  the  oorrectoessr 
and  wisdom  of  the  practice,  which  has  for  some  time  been  o^ 
taining  generafly  in  the  Royal  Navy ;  and  which,  I  em  persuad-» 
ed^^  bjt  a.. Iwg;. series  c^  observation  and  extensive  pra^ioa  im 
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men  gf  hia  Blf^erty's  fleets  aad  bo^Uls  ID  difiereot  pans  of  tfa* 
worid,  most,  in  a  very  abort  timei  be  vert  niia'a%  adc^ted. 
Z  have  loog  etmiidered  the  preT«arioHi  Am  ute  r^eAymg  at 
aeate  diseases,  to  depend  on  [ve^rtiag  tlM  bdanee  of  the  cir> 
cnlMion;  and,  by  restoring  it  wheQ  lost  by  tib'e  prompt  and  de* 
tided  means  promulgated  a  the  endoscd,  wfaicb  I  am  induced 
to  forward  for  your  pensal,  dutt  yon  mar  be  app'kted  o(  tht 
advance  the  practice  has  Dbts«ied»  and  of  the  advantage  recolW 
li^  therefrtHn  to  his  Mneatr's  serriee;  Wbco  read,  I  will  thaidc 
yon  to  return  them;  and  if  yon  can  aflbrd  line  te  arrange  tlw 
practieal  remarks  utiicb  thn  contain,  and  gire  them  more  vb^ 
tended  publicity,  by  procnrmg  thefoi  an  iasertiea  in  the  Edia^ 
Imrg^  Medicd  Journal,  ydu  wiS  greatly  tAHi^i  my  deeir  Strj 
yoarobediNK  humble  so-vwit. 
Tramport  Board,  Jime  IS.  l»iai 

Street  of  a  Lettefjroim  W.  H.  pAMOi  Siq.  Surgeon  B.  K.  tH 
i>r Thomas  Cochrane,  FHUm<^ the  Soyat  Coitege ^ PAt/^ 
sicians,  £dinburghy  on  his  lYeifment  of  the  Teltovb-Feoer. 

DeaK  Sik, — According  to  my  ptomise,  I  si 
U  concise  and  explicit  a  tray  as  the  limits  of 
init,  to  acquaint  you  with  toe  c^inions  that  I  Ii 
B  constant  and  intimate  observation,  for  near 
tliat  disease  vulgarly  called  ydUyi^fever.  Aftei 
lies  published  respecting  its  nature  and  cure,  « 
attentively  perused,  ana  to  the  material  points 
J  have  repeatedly  aUended,  you  vill  be  surpris 
much  this  very  tormidable  tfisease  has  become, 
estimation ;  and  while  1  deeply  lament  the  C: 
that  have  occurred  respecting  tbe  modus  ope 
ease,  and  in  its  treatment,  I  cannot  but  w(hii 
kiumerous  writers  thereon,  Rush  di  Pbiladelphia;  and  our  armjr 

Eiciaa,  Jackson,  should  have  been  the  only  suUiors  vrho  ap^ 
to  have  posseted  any  thing  like  an  accur^  iaea  of  its  na- 
j  and  the  consequently  indicated  treatment)  allliough  the 
*hole  of  them,  I  believe,  offer  their  remark*  as  the  result  of 
practical  experience,  and  of  aniuomieal  demolistratioils  on  thti 
Victims  of  the  disease.  '.     , 

From  the  latter  Source  of  information,  in  which  T  tu«>'hav^ 
had  too  frequent  opportunities  for  observation,  a  new  light  re^ 
suiting  therefrom  has  gleamed  upon  my  mind,  respectmg  the 
tame  of  mortality  in  the  continued  and  bilioiu  remilteot  fever  of 
B  b  9 
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the  West  Indiet*  whiob  are«  in  my  opinion^  only  modificallona 
of  the  same  disessef  though  authors  m  Grenada,  and  particip> 
larly  Dr  Chishohn,  who  practised  in  that  island^  confer  them 
distifict. 

This,  then,  8ir,  is  my  creed  respecting  these  fevers^  resnitinf 
from  dehberate  reflection,  repeated  ocular  anatomical  demoi>- 
ttration,  and  verjr  ecmsiderable  praclical  experience  (herein* 

The  predi^oemg  calMes  I  ccm^er,  aecordin&f  to  the  o)d  doo^ 
trine,  to  be  morsAyifitosmato,  the  eonsequence  of  high  atmosphe* 
ric  temperature,  with  moisture  lT<»m  putrid  vegetable  exhalations, 
irith  which  the  system  of  a  newly  arrived  European  being  duty 
impregnated,  a  very  slight  exciting  ^eause  issufficient  to  set  thb 
mdent  stimulus  in  motion,  the  first  effect  of  which  is  demoOi^ 
itrated  hy  an  incnrdinate  action  of  the  heart  and  arteries^  but  9L 
lion-cprrespondent  cme  in  the  venom  and  absorbpit  Pj^emt^  whidi 
are,  from  the  ccnnmencement  oi  the  disease,  in  a  state  of  tor- 
por, until  the  curative  indications  ,are  resortCNl  to. 

The  morbid  force  is  of  a  most  violent  and  concentrated  charae* 
fter,' exhibited  inr  therpeeiiUar  determinatioaof  blood  to  tlie  brainf 
in  most  instances,  but  in  all  to  the  abdominal  viicera  iili  partica* 
Jar,  where,  iqion  dissection,  the  most  formidable  traces  of  the 
disease  are  always  pre^nt.  Its  nMumI  course,  th^n,'  in  the  pri* 
inary  stage,  consists  in  strong  and  rapid  movement,  ultimately 
ienaing  to  the  destruction  of  certain  o^gan^^  by  proddcing  cbn* 
gestion  and  inflammation. 

In  what  then  do  the  curative  indications  ^oilsist  ?— ^for  it  k 
"hot  c^VtainTy  a  disease  in  which  the  vis  medicatrix  natures  csil 
be  confided  in,  as  the  Fi^encb  physicians  ih  this  place  oUght  to 
he  aw^are  of*  My  ^swer  fs,  tn  unloading  the  vessels  as  quick- 
ly as  possible,  by  copious  and  repeated  blood- letting,  until  tb^ 
^ymptomsi  cai/sea  by  the  uneqiidt  action  of,'  and  between,  the 
arterial  and  venous  sygtemd  abate.  These  powerful  tnean^  are 
-to  be  aided  by  the  free  use  of  catbattfc^  so  a^  to  l^eep  ttp  a  con^ 
patU  action  on  the  bowels,  by  tepid  dilifent  driftl:s  ana  wanh 
baths,  and,'  what  I  ^on'side^  wouM  he  still  better,  va:pour-liaths', 
to  caus^  a  determination  to  the  skitr. 

The  primafy  inffammaCory  symptoms  being  by  these  meanf 
f emoVed,  the'  told  or  tepid  affusion,  according  to  the  patient's 
strength,  becomes  highfy  serticeable  in  femoving  any  reniainin|^ 
febrile  action,  or  rather  disposition  thereto  f  But  in  the  first  at* 
tack,  I  am  certaih  I  hate  e^p^rienCied  an  hijtirious  tendency  in* 
the  former  remedy,  when  mercury  formed  mv  principal  reli-* 
imce ;  and  I  believe  that  most  respectable  author,  Dr  Corric^ 
Considered  cdd  affusion  inadmissible  where  focn/  intcrnat  uifiam* 
ffialion  wad  prc^nt  or  expected^ 
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•.  As  to  mercuiy,  I  cannot  abadotel;  determine  whether  some 
recoveries  I  have  seen  take  place  arose  from  it^  influence!  or 
from  other  accompanying  means.  A  verj  full  and  just  tr^al  of 
this  mineral,  and  ite  almost  total  failure  .with  me,  obliges,  me  to 
declare,  that  my  faith  in  its  efficacy,  in  the  fever  alluded  to,  jif^ 
completely  shaken  ;*—aiid  I  very  mnc^  doubt  if  it.ever  has  c^^^ 
ed  any  cure,  after  congestions  have  once  taken  place,  where  iCa 
use  would  be  of  most  avail.  Lideed^  so  remarkably  torpid  are 
the.  absorbents,  during  the  continuance  of  the.  disease,  that  J 
.equally  doubt  tf  any.  part  of  the  mercury  is  absorbed,  until  th^e 
•disease  has  been  greatly  moderated  hg  other  more .  effectual 
JDieans. 

Wh^i  I  first  arrived  in  this  country,  vanity  induced  me  to 
suppose^  that  because  I  had  previously  been  some  time  in  a  tro* 
pical  climate  (the  Bnoils),  that  I  was  duly  prepared  to  treat  We^t 
India  diseases.  Subsequent  experience  has  complete^  exposed 
40  me  my  own  presumption,  .and  that  I  then  poi^ess^  notfung 
more  than  commonplace  school  opinions  concerning,  them^  which 
{practical  observations  have  proved  to  beiIl*founded  and  fallacioui. 
.  You  very  justly  observe^  that  it  is  a  disease  which  must  soon 
homib^  self-sufficiency,  and  has  confounded  several  fine-spun 
the(Hries$  and  it  also  perfectly  justifies  the  .remarks  in  your  Ust 
fiEivour,  that  a  man  is  bewildered  when  he  has  be^un,  as  he 
thinks,  sufficiently  scientifically  to  work,  and  at  last  nnds,  from 
woful  disappoiaatment,  that  he  has  to  strike  out  a  new  plan  for 
liimself. 

This  is  preUsehj  my  own  case:  although  I  have  the  happiness 
^o  add,  that  my  experience  has  not  he^  purchased  at  the  cxt 
penso  of  many  fatal  terminatiotis  of  fever,  having  never  placed 
entire  confidence  in  any  particular  theory,  or  even  in  the  ci-d^ 
vant  supposed  q^ecfefic.  Mercury,  but  ever  kept  in  view  the  relief 
of  urgent  symptoms ;  and  from  very  extensijife  practice  in  this 
fever,  and  ocular  proof  of  the  affections  of  the  organs  that  parti* 
cularly  suffer,  via«  the  death  of  the  stomach  and  upper  intestine^, 
by  inflammation,  congestion  in  the  liver,  and  in  the  venoua 
svstem  universally,  and,  in  some  instances,  the  whole  of  the  ab- 
dominal vbcera  in  a  diseased  state ;  from  these  circim>stances, 
I  confidently  hope  in  having  arrived  nuich  nearer  to  perfection 
in  the  treatment  of  ]»ellow-iever,  and  I  am  truly  happy  to  state^ 
that  the  result  of  my  paractice  justifies  such  hope. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  hospital  in  this  town,  last  Aprily 
where  w^  have  usually  this  fever  1^  the  highest  degree,  among 
the  American  and  European  seamen^  which  may  be  attributea» 
/suppose,  to  the  predisposing  cause,  marshy  miasmata,  predo^ 
ipinating  in  a  high  degreci  and  the  exciting  on^s^  pew  rum«  and 


fHuaoM  in  the  suiii  being  inordinateljr  npplied,  the  reftntt  of 
my  practice  i^  that  out  of  S19  pases  of  nigh  degrees  of  ^is' 
inrery  36  hi^ve  died,  making  little  more  than  one  in  sev^.  It 
must  ako  be  dbserved,  that  many  of  these  had  been  receiv<« 
ad  after  thef  had  hem  ill  from  13  to  2i  hours ;  some  where 
congestion  bad  tdcen  place,  and  others  where  the  effects  of 
ingestion  were  present,  forming  the  last  stage  of  the  disea^, 
and  evinced  by  a  combination  of  gastritis,  h^Mitis,  and  ente- 
litis,  acoompanied  with  the  dreadmi  symptoms  of  these  dis* 
•ases.  In  tnis  adranced  state,  no  remedy  I  have  yet  tried  is  of 
any  avail.  Bleeding  relieves  for  a  time  ^en  after  congestion 
has  taken  place^  but  in  every  instance  where  it  has  been  resorted 
to  in  that  stat^  it  appeared  to  accelerate  death.  A  remarkable 
difference  is  observable  in  this  &tal  event,  between  those  who 
liave,  and  those  wb6  have  not  lost  blood ;  the  former  terminator 
ing  their  existence  apparently  under  no  suft^rings,  while  in  the 
|atter  they  are  iOrequently,  and  for  tiie  most  part,  horrid  and 
indescribable* 

There  is  another  primfuy  demonstration  of  the  nature  of  the 
disease  observable  here  very  frequently,  which  appears  to  me  de> 
pending  upon  an  increasea  impregnation  of  the  subject  with  thft 
jpestilential  piasmata.  Instead  of  fitiding  on  the  first  attack  great 
neat  of  the  skin,  and  strong  arterial  action,  with  the  usual  de* 
:terminatibn  to  \he  head,  indicated  by  a  flushed  countenanoei 
ice.  we  have  the  surfJM^eof  the  body  constricted,  the  pulse  smaD| 
and  in  some  instancf^  ^ardly  discernible,  though,  upon  pressure^ 
tense  and  cor4ed^  coolness  of  the  extremities,  with  the  action  of 
the  heart  in  a  manner  suspended.  These  symptoms,  with  thei/ 
concomitants  inpreased  anxiety,  ^c.  indicate,  t  think,  a  higher 
degree  of  disease,  a  larger  dietermination  of  blood  to  the  inter*" 
nal  organs,  witl|  an  increased  disposition  to  torpor  in  the  vdns^ 
and  the  circumstances  of  the  pulse  always  rising  and  becoming 
inore  pleasant  after  each  bleeding,  where  such  sjrmptoms  exist^ 
and  the  repeating  of  the  bloodrletting  according  to  their  urgent 
cy,  with  extensive  purging,  and  the  warm-bath,  but  seJdbm 
failing  iii  their  removal,  are  sufficient  proofs  of  this  opinion  be« 
ing  well  founded  ;  and  I  have  actually  within  these  eight  monthjl 
bled  patients  repeatedly  under  such  symptoms,  and  thereby  saved 
^heir  lives,  when  I  am  positive  European  physicians  of  the  first 
character,'  who  had  never  before  ^een  this  fever,  would  have  de^ 
claimed  against  me  as  a  maniac,  and  |)redicted  the  certain  loss 
iof  the  patient  in  consequence. 

Mv  success,  however,  by  the  detailed  mode  of  treatment 
which  the  hospital  books  will  at  all  times  authenticate,  is  the  bes% 
houcher  for  my  theory  and  practice^  which  I  do  not,  Sii^,  pre^ 
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mme  to  ofier  «s  ^idvd,  but  whtch  haT^  been  too  itiddi  overlooked 
from  not  appearing  to  hare  reason  for  their  basis  i  and  unhappily 
4or  the  many  thousands  who  have  &llen  vicdiidB  to  this  fatal  dis*' 
ease  in  the  Antilles,  depletory  measures  ih  its  oomitieniiement 
Vere^rmerly  brought  into  disrepute,  by  the  lancet  betng(4ther  tte' 
sparingly  or  too  indiscriminately  used, — or,  in  plain  terms,  fVom' 
bleeding  not  ha-ving  been  carried  to  a  sufScrent  extent  to  eonqaer 
the  primary  symptoms,  or  from  having  b^n  had  recourse  to  after 
congestion  had  formed,  where  it  could  only  have  the  effi;ct  of  more 
id[uick)y  destroying  the  unhappy  sufferer.     From  this  careless  and' 
•Hdiscrimimite  use  of  an  Herculean  remedy,  it  became  some  years' 
i|ence  superseded  by  a  supposed  specific.     I  do  not  preisunfie  to^ 
assert  that  v^iesection  alone,  in  the  commeneemeift,  might  put  a 
stop  to  the  progress  of  the  fever,  without  the  co-operation  of  re- 
peated blisters,  pargatives,^  &c.    In  the  use  of  these,  my  expe- 
rience does  not  accord  with  the  practice  of  Rush,  (an  author  h 
kighly  respect),  who  advises  the  exhibition  of  too  large  a  dose  of 
•submnrias  hydrargyri,  without  a  sufficieficy  of  other  cathartic' 
medicine  p>  dispose  it  particularly  to  act  on  the  intestinal  canal, 
as  I  find  that  four  or  five  grains  of  calomel,  combined  with  15 
or  20  girains  of  jalap  for  a  dose,  is  much  more  efiectual  and 
certain  m  its  operation  than  10  of  the  former  and  15  of  the  laft-^ 
ter,  which  he  prescribes.     The  purgative  I  as«ially  repeat  three 
or  four  times,  at  intervals  of  six  and  eight  hours,  nnding  that  as 
long  as  the  least  disposition  to  a  determination  of  blood  to  the 
Viscera  contimies,  and  for  a  «hort  time  aJker  the  restoration  of 
hxi  equal  circulation,  the  morbid  hepatic  secretion  remains ;  and 
this  circumstance  itself  assigns  a  cause  for  an  irregular  iater^ 
mittent,  with  bilious  vonritihgs,  so  frequently  foOowing  a  violerH: 
attack  of  continued  fever  in  a  new-comer,  and  whicn  I  myself 
personally  experienced. 

I  have  extended  this  detafl  to  an  unintended  length,  for  w<bich  I 
have  to  daim  your  patience  and  pardon<  hoping  that  the  warmth 
ITeel  on  so  interesting  a  sutject,  and  that  the  remarks  I  have 
the  honour  of  communicating  being  truly  ^^emrine,  the  offspring 
•of  daily  and  hourly  experience,  will  plead  my  excuse  for  its  pro- 
lixity ;  and  I  rather  lament  the  want  of  talent  which  obliges  me  to 
^echne  offering  to  ^e  profession  observations  on  tliis  formidable 
disease,  further  than  by  endeavouring  to  enlighten  and  simplily 
this  importatit  complicated  subject,  and  guard  the  iiieJcperiencea 
practitioner  against  indiscriminate  error  in  the  use  of  tlie  only 
effectual  remedies  in  the  disease  in  question. 

I  have  omitted  to  notice,  that  where  the  mischief  has  once  ta- 
ken place,  viz.  co7igesticn  and  consequent  inflammation  and  gan- 
ffeue^  human  powers  ar^  but  of  little  avail.    The  baths  that  ^ou 
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jHeawnmend  fa  such  a  state  (a  strong  infuiiciB  of  capsiemn)^' 
would  ia  all  probabili^  be  the  most  mcacious  of  any  remedy 
jhat  could  be  resorted  to.  I  have  had  no  opportunity^  since  your 
ingenious  communicationtfy  of  trying  them ;  but  depend  upon  it, 
Whenever  opportunities  occur^  they  shall  not  be  lost  sight  of^-and 
ifieir  effects  shall  be  faithfully  reported. 

I  have,  in  the  latter  stage,  seen  fi^od  effects  from  bark 
enemas,  and  a  very  extensive  use  of  difiusible  stimuli  I  am 
myself  a  living  instance  of  this,— «8  when  labouring  under 
black  vomiting,  singultus,  coldness  of  the  eictremities,  and  total 
insensibility,  twt>  bottles  of  champagne  and  nearly  a  bottle  oi 
brandy  were  got  down  in  one  night,  from  which,  with  insulating 
me  with  bottles  of  warm  water,  and  covering  nearly  the  whole 
surface  of  my  body  with  blisters  and  mustard  plasters,  I  was 
spared  to  be  a  witness  to  the  efficacy  of  stimulants  in  the  last 
stage  of  the  disease. 

His  Excellency's  secretary  Mr  K?      ■   is  another ;  but  such 
j?emarkable  instances  are  very  rare;  and  aldiough  the  means 
should  never  be  neglepted,  ccmfident  hopes  of  their  success  must  * 
jiotpi^yail 

l^QV^V  observation  respecting  the  use  of  Fowler's  solution  in 
xemittepts  ai^  intermittents,  is  extreme^  correct.  Its  use  with 
me  in  those  diseases  has  been  unboundedly  successful,  partica* 
larly  where  the  ^r)c  has  foiled.  Experience  teaches  me  that  in*^ 
^mittent^  in  Uiis  country  are  very  frequently  connected  witif 
diseased  viscera,  particularly  the  liver ;  and  from  this  cause  I 
iiave  freqfiently  succeeded  in  their  cure  by  the  employment  of 
inercury,  after  the  hark  and  arsenic  have  foiled. 

Our  hospital  here,  and  its  establishment,  do  equal  honour  to 
the  ^ilities  and  phili^nthropy  of  him  *  who  desigiutd  theformcr^. 
and  effected  the  latter.  It  is  cm  the  same  plan  as  the  Barbadoes 
jpaval  hospital,  which  the  (same  tafent  for  all  that  is  useful,  and  zeal 
in  the  cause  of  humanity  also  conceived.  This  refuge  for  the  side 
mariner  will  at  present  comfortably  lodge  40  patients,  and  4n 
case  of  emergency  60  ^  and  should  tne  trade  increase,  the  origk 
nal  plan  of  ai^ding  another  wing  will  be  pursued.  It  is  support- 
ed by  a  tax  of  a  quarter  doUar  per  ton  on  all  vessels  entering  the 
ports,  and  the  patients  received  paying  a  doUai*.  a  di^>  while 
^ey  remain  in  the  hospital,  , 

The  fear  of  intruding  prevents  )tne  from  yielding  to  my  desire 
of  adfir^ing  X)r  Harness  on  this  subject  $ ,  conceiving  that. 


♦  The  H(Hio^rable  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane,  K.  B.  Vice-Admiral 
if  thp  White,  an4  poverftpr  of  Cruadjiloupe. 


tM. 
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dircHigh  that  worthy  man,  the  junior  department  of  my  brother* 
o€ker9  might  profit  by  my  observations,  and  that  by  his  judicious' 
advice  and  authority  a  number  of  valuable  lives  might  be  saved* 
to  our  navy  in  the  West  Indies.  I  shall  feel  highly  pleased  with* 
a^  oontinuance  of  your  instructive  correspondence,  arid  request 
|rou  will  be  pleased  to  horiour  me  with  your  remarks  on  tfa^ 
Jirofessional  subjects  contained  in  this  long  letter. 

Colonial  Hospital^  Pointe  d  Fetre^ 
'      Quadalmpey  6th  March  1812. 
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S&me  Account  df  a  Tever  that  appeared  at  Gibraltar  in  ike  month 
of  October  1810,  communicated  to  the  Honourable  Covimmioiierg 
of  His  Majesty's  Transport  Boards  In/  W.  Burnett,  M.D* 
Fhysician  to  the  Fleet  mi  the  Meditetrmnean  -stdUionm 

npHK  destruction  occasioned  by  the  ^indemic  that  prevailed  at 
'*-  Gibraltar  m  the  year  1804,  will  be  kmg  remembered  by  the^ 
ildiabitants,  and  the  British  empire  at  large,  when  the  medlod 
hktoiy  of  k  is  buried  in  oblivion. 

•  It  is  amosteiUraordinary  circumstance,  that,  after  a  period  of 
80ven  years  lias  elapsed,  not  one  of  the  medical  men  who  were 
there  have  given  to  the  world  the  smallest  account  of  it.  We 
have  Jio  description  of  its  symptoms^  noir  any  statarnent  of  the 
meUidds  whteh  were  emploved  for  the  cure  $  no  beacon  to  direct 
i|9  in  the  event  of  the  same  dreadful  visitation  again  occurring  ;-— 
all  is  left  to  the  genius  and  industry  of  future  pnu^titioners.  Since* 
diat  period  c^  disease  and  distress,  the  appearance  of  fever  ^t 
any  time  in  the  garrison  has  been  looked  u|)on  with  a  most  sus«' 
picious  eye{  and^he  communication  being  now  open  with  Spain^ 
wbere^  from  the  imhappy  state  of  the  country,  individual  dis« 
tress  is  far  more  frequent,  and  public  affairs  less  attended  to,  a 
fjpver  has  in  many  places,  but  more. particularly  in  Carthagena^ 
frequently  broken  out^  and  the  garrison  of  Gibraltar  have  at 
different  times  been  thrown  into  a  state  of  great  anxiety. 

In  the  month  of  September  1810,  several  transports,  having  qn 
board  deserters  from  the  French  army,  arrived  from  Carthuge- 
lUf  upda:  the  convoy  of  bis  ^lajest^'s  ship  Impericuspi  ai^ua^ 
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• 
wlkim  A  tttBf  appeared,  of  whidi  teme  iiad  died,  liinrlbg  m« 
BMdical  aasiiUnce*    They  were  put  nad^  striet  quarimtine;  add  > 
m  medioal  attendant  having  beea  sent  from  the  shore  was  Atlackv.i 
ed  with  the  same  disease*  ^^ 

About  thb  time  between  two  and  three  htmdred  men  ar-'v; 
i||yed  in  a  frigate  from  England,  for  the  purpose  of  manning 
a  flotilla  of  gun-boats,  and  were  put  on  board  the  San  Juan,  ly«f 
ing  in  the  mole.  Shortly  ^fter  their  arrival,  the  heavy  rains* 
which  occur  at  this  season  of  .&e  yeitr  to^  place,  aod  w^^  fol- 
lowed by  intense  heat.  On  the  28th,  29th,  and  SOth  of  Sep* 
tember,  I  was  informed  by  a  letter  from  Mr  Donnet,  that  twen* 
ty-six  men  from  the  San  Juan  were  received  into  llie  hospital, 
md  several  more  followed  on  the  succeeding  days. 

The  first  symptonis  were  prostration  of  strength)  succeeddt 
by  chills,  cynanche  tonsillaris,  great  irritability  of  stomach,' 
and  the  usual  symptoms  of  the  epidemic  of  the  season.  The 
treatment  of  these  patients  was  by  purgatives,  calomel,  Misters  ta 
the  re^on  of  the  stomach ;  in  some  cases  coM  afRision  was  used^, 
and  two  or  three  were  bled  once.  Four  died,  one  of  whom  had' 
been  bled. 

in  the  case  of  one  wko  was  examined  after  death,  tnarks'oT 
bigh  if)flam«>«tieii  of  the  braki  were  detected ;  the  vess^  on  die 
iMirface  were  exceedingly  tm^id,  and  about  six  ounces  of  serum 
were  dootamed  in  the  left  ventricle ;  the  gaU  bladder  was  fcfi  ^ 
a  dark  inspissated  substance,  resembling  pitch.  ^ 

•  In  the  krtter  end  of  October,  some  persons  livingin  the  seta^* 
nore  particularly  about  the  place  called  S^ud  HiU,  w^re  tabm* 
fllwith  a  fever,  saidtobeof  a  sospicious  nature  $  and  shor^ 
after,  several  soldiers  of  the  7fh  Royal  Veteran  battalvon^  ^attelwi 
ad  in  the  town,  were  attacked  with  a  disease  said  to  be  the  Bo* 
turn  fever  $  the  same  that  bad  prevailed  at  Gibraltar  in  18M; 
^hie  Serjeant  and  thirteen  privates  were  in  all  attacked  vrith  thJS^ 
disease ;  there  were  also  four  with  the  bilious  remitlent,  and-one^ 
Abominated  the  typhns  fever. 

Of  the  fourteen  with  what  is  caBed  the  Bukitn,  six  died,  and' 
two  out  of  four  died  with  the  bilious  remtttait  s  the  case  of  ty- 
phus was  convalescent  in  twenty  days.  Of  the  c^^es  that  oeeiit^ 
red  in  private  life,  I  have  nat  been  able  to  obtain  any  aeoount,  nlN^ 
indeed  hi^ve  I  a  detailed  case  from  the  r^ment;  but  I  subjoin 
the  general  accounts  of  Mr  P^m,  deputy- inspector  of  faospitaki 
and  that  (tf  Mr  Kidson,  surgeon  of  the  Veterans. 

Mr  Kidson* s  Account  *' 

,  ^*  The  first  symptoms  of  the  fever  which  made  its  appearadea 
^  the  7th  Veteran  Battalio^  in  tliis  garrison,  in  October  iiuo,:    -" 
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tbiveringSy  mcceeded  by  heat,  acute  pain  across  (he  fbreliead, 
SDinetiihes  extending  over  the  whole  head;  paih  in  the  bade  9ht 
iciktB;  ^eat  oppression  at  the  breast;  full  and  quick  pulse;  tongud* 
oorered  with  a  brown  or  black  crust;  *  eyes  red.  On  the  second 
day,  the  patient  felt  easier;  the  breast  and  artns  were  covered  with 
livid  bk)tches ;  and  sometimes  the  vomiting  of  a  fluid,  with  a  6^ 
fiment  resanbUng  coffee«>ffrounds.  Beadi  generaily  succeeded  in 
a  few  hours  afterwards.  The  tnedidnes  round  to*  give  aioftt  r^ 
Eef,  were  the  antim.  tartarisat,  cafemd,  and  opium.*' 

MrPifm^s  Account f  communicated  iomehf  a  Friend^  is  cfsfMMt: 

*<  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  this  morning,  I  beg  leave  to  in- 
f<»in  you,  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  fever  whicb  prevails  on  board 
the  transports  from  Cartbagena,  is  the  contagious  fever  of  the. 
West  Indies,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Bulam  Fever,  from  ita 
haidng  been  imported  from  that  settlement  to  the  island  of  Gre*. 
nada  in  l?dS.  It  is  the  same  disease  which  prevailed  in  Spain 
la  the  years  l&OO  and  ISOS,  and  at  GibralUr  in  1804«. 

**  The  most  violent  mode  of  attack  is  shivering,  with  excruci- 
<ttingh^acb|  confined  chiefly  to  the  forehead;  pain  in  the  back 
and  calves  of  the  Ieg$;  the  skin  becomes  burning  not;  and  the  ^yes 
have  ^e  appearance  of  a  person  intoxicated ;  the  pulse  beats  frooa 
loo  to  110  in  a  minute;  then  follows  thirst,  with  pain  in  the  rex 
Ipon  of  the  stomach ;  but  from  sickness  and  irritability  of  ftor 
macb,  no  drink  can  be  retained.  There  is  an  almost  constant 
vomiting ;  at  first  of  a  bilious  matter;  but,  about  the  second  day^ 
what  is  brought  up,  is  mixed  with  a  substance  resembling  co£fee* 
ground^f  wiu  cola  extremities^  clammy  perspiration,  ami  relief 
of  pain ;  a  few  hours  after  which,  death  generally  ensues«  f  Ii| 
this  violent  attack,  the  disease  commonly  terminates  on  or  before 
the  fifth  day;  haemorrhage  from  the  nose,  mouth,  and.bowekt 
is  also  a  very  common  symptom,  with  yellowness  of  the  skin^ 
Sometimes  the  disease  is  very  mild,  and  seems  to  be  cut  short  by. 
the  operation  of  an  emetic  a^  purgative. 

^^  The  disease  diifers  very  materially  from  the  bilious  or  yelIow« 
fever,  which^  is  common  in  this  country  during  the  summer 

montAs :  Tbls  last  is  not  omtagious;  the  pulse  often  slower  thau 

■  ■      ■     ■      II         I         t  I 

♦  iJbte  by  Br  Burnett This  could  not  be  at  the  commencement 

6f  the  disease.  ][n  19  cases  out  of  20,  the  tongue  is  either  white,  or 
f lightly  tinged  y^Uow,  during  the  first  three  days ;  that  is,  until  gasf 
He  symptoms  commence. 

f  Note  by  I)r  B.— The  same  train  of  symptoms  have  been  re- 
taarked  on  board  several  of  the  ships  of  the  fleet ;  but  the  patient  has 
isot  been  observed  to  pass  through  the  different  stages  so  rapidly  us 
is  here  described.  '      -       ^. 


tee.  Dr  Burnett**  Oiservaliom  JOctT 

SIttural.  It  1s  generally  attended  with  inflammation  of  the  livei^} 
i$  relieved  by  bleeding,  and  seldom  runs  its  course  before  eight 
or  nine  days.  The  nrst  is  contagious ;  the  pulse  very  quick ; 
does  not  bear  bleeding;  and  generally  terminates  before  the  fiitk 
day.  It  is  very  often  attended  with  the  fatal  symptoms  of  black 
vomiting. " 

The  total  number  attacked  in  the  garrison  was  thirty-eight,  iif 
whom  twenty- three  died.  As  I  bad  no  opportunity  for  perscmal 
observation,  it  will  not  be  expected  that  I  should  give  firomr  ipjf- 
aelf  an  account  of  this  fever ;  but  a  few  remarks  on  that  given 
Vy  the  two  before-mentioned  medical  gentlemen,  may  not  be  im- 
proper. .      ^ 

Mr  Kidson  says,  '<  his  patients  had  great  oppression  at  the 
breast ;  quick  and  full  pulse ;  tongue  crusted  brown  or  black  ; 
fievere  headach,  and  red  eyes."  Surely  no  one  will  contend  bat 
^at  this  is  the  description  of  a  diseasCi  highly  inflammatory  in 
Che  beginning,  whatever  its  termination  may  afterwards  have 
l>een.  Yet  no  means  are  taken  to  allay  the  inordinate  action.  In 
truth,  if  any  could  have  been  thought  of,  worse  than  another^  it 
*was  an  emetic,  which  could  only  tend  to  confirm  the  congestion^ 
end,  by  increasing  the  high  vascular  action,  produce  gangrene 
6f  some  of  the  viscera,  and  finally  hurry  the  patient  to  his  grave. 
The  use  of  emetics,  for  the  cure  of  yellow- fever,  is  a  practice  that 
lias  long  and  deservedly  been  laid  aside ;  for,  in  general,  irrita« 
bili^  of  stomach  and  vomiting  are  the  most  formidable  symp- 
toms we  have  to  contend  with.  The  liver  is  commonly  more  or 
Ibss  inflamed,  both  in  the  yellow- fever  of  the  West  Indies,  pro- 
jserly  so  called,  and  in  the  bilious  remittent  of  this  country: — -how 
much  then  must  this  inflammation  be  increased  by  the  opera- 
tion of  an  emetic  exciting  such  strong  contractions  of  the  dia- 
phragm ?  The  determination  to  the  head  w^is  great  and  numi* 
rest,  yet  nothing  appears  to  have  been  done  to  relieve  it:  if  the 
Jahcet  was  deemed  an  improper  remedyi  cold  afliision  might  have 
feeen  substituted  with  advantage.  Mr  Pym  says,  "  the  pulse 
is  very  quick,  *'  by  wdy  of  distinction ;  but  I  tear  this  would 
|[uide  us  but  little  in  our  diagnosis,  as  I  imagine  it  to  be  the 
case  at  some  period  or  other  in  all  febrile  diseases  which  termi* 
iate  fatally,  and  generally  to  be  met  with  in  the  bilious  remittent. 
With  respeet  to  this  fever  "  not  bearing  ble^ing,  *'  I  cannot 
Jearn  that  it  has  been  tried  in  any  case  in  me  garrison  of  Gibral« 
tar ;  lior  have  I  reason  to  think  was  calomel,  in  any  instance, 
jcamed  so  far  as  to  excite  ptyalism.  The  relief  experienced  by  the 
patient  on  the  second  day  is  easily  accounted  for.  The  inflam* 
JBiatory  stage  of  the/liver  nad  passed,  gangrene  had  commenced  jo 
son^c  of  the  viscera;  cold  e^tremitiesi  clammy  sweats,  with  re*. 
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lief  of  paiiiy  were  the  natural  followers,-  and^eatb,  ia  a  abort  time^ 
the  certain  consequence  of  so  formidable  a  train  of  symptoms. 

In  the  fever  that  prevailed  at  Gibraltar  in  i804«,  bleeding  was 
Ibund,  in  many  instances,  of  sin^lar  benefit.  A  gentleman  now 
living  on  the  rock,  informs  me  uiat  he  was  bled  largely;  that  on 
the  Uiird  bleeding  he  felt  quite  in  heaven,  and  be  had  a  rapid 
recovery:  But  it  seems  that  this  practice  was  not  general,  nor  is 
there  a  case  where  the  cold  aiFusion  was  tried. 

Why  Mr  Pym  has  called  this  the  Bidam  fever,  it  is  impossi- 
tle  for  me  to  conjecture. 

Out  (rf*  the  fourteen  cases  that  occurred  in  the  7th  Veteraii 
^ttalion,  only  two  had,  what  was  supposed  to  be,  the  black 
i/omiting,  and  six  died.  Cleghorn,  in  his  diseases  of  Minorca^ 
second  edition,  page  16.  and  Chap.  III.  speaking  of  the  tertian^ 
,  which  is  the  bilious  remittent  and  epidemic  of  the  season,  say% 
**  but  the  greatest  danger  is  to  be  apprehended,  if  a  few  dropf 
x>f  blood  fail  from  the  nose, — ^if  black  matter  like  coffee- grounds 
is  discharged  upwards  or  downwards^ "  &c. 

This  is  written  in  the  year  1762,  and  the  Bulam  was  not 
lieard  of  till  1793.  It  is  called  contagious,  which,  even  allowing 
it  for  a  moment  to  be  of  true  Bulam  origin,  is  a  point  far  from 
being  decided  even  in  the  West  Indies:  Indeed  the  b^st  of  our 
practitioners  consider  the  yellow-fever  to  be  a  disease  not  conip 
municable  either  by  contact  with  the  sick;,  or  through  the  medi^ 
um  of  the  atmosphere;  and  there  is  no  instance,  in  1810,  of  thf 
littack  of  the  fever  at  Gibraltar  having  been  the  consequence  of 
any  one's  attendance  on  the  sick.  The  only  person  taken  iU  uf 
the  hospital  of  the  Veterans,  is  one  classed  under  the  head  o^ 
bilious  remittent.  j  • 

The  yellow  suffusion  is  a  common  symptom  in  most  of  thf 
autumnal  epidemics,  and  was  frequent  amongst  the  marines  a^ 
Portsmouth,  who  were  attacked  with  a  remittent  fever,  as  relatr 
ed  by  Dr  LInd,  in  1765.  Haemorrhage  from  the  nose,  mouthy 
iind  bowels,  are  bv  no  means  symptoms  solely  characteristic  oji 
the  Bulam ;  for  iney  frequently  occur  in  the  fevers  of  warn^ 
climates,  as  I  have  myself  witnessed  ^  and  are  sometimes  bronghjt 
^n  by  other  causes,  not  dependent  on  the  disease*  tn  the  sum- 
mer of  1800y  while  Iving  in  Mahon,  with  the  expedition  under 
the^rdets  of  Lord  Keith  and  Sir  Ralph  Abercrooiibie^  many  of 
the  ships'  companies  were  attacked  ^ith  the  bilious  remittent 
fever ;  amongst  the  rest  the  Diadem,  of  which  ship  t  was  theq 
surgeon,  had  about  forty  men  taken  ill^  the  greater  part  of  whomiy 
by  the  employment  of  liberal  evacuations  in  the  early  stage  of 
the  disease,  rapidly  recovered.  One  patient  had  extreme  irritar 
fcility  of  stomach,  whjfch  I  in  vain  endeavoured  to  allay,  and 
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iwsnog  s  roranoon  I  was  MWfflt  on  cnityf  iny  ssstsfiuit  gs^  \Ssik 
an  emetie  of  tartarixed  anthnonv  t  the  vomitiiig  increased^  and 
Bcrer  afterwards  for  a  moment  left  him ;  he  pasied  blood  by  the 
Bosei  month,  aod  anus,  and  ftt^^  died  at  the  faospitaL  Hib 
was  the  cmiy  case  that  we  lost  On  looking  oTer  the  notes  I 
ioA  of  the  whde,  I  find  that  the  patients  who  were  l^  most 
leoorered  soanest,  and  hi  these  cases  the  y^low  suffhmn  was  in 
general  piievented. 

In  the  latter  end  of  October,  or  beghiiring  of  November  ISIQ, 
the  Leviathan  went,  to  Gibraltar  to  refit,  and  took  under  her 
convoy  some  transports  wi()i  deserters,  who  also  had  a  fever 
prevalent  amongst  them :  lie  Leviathan  lay  in  the  Mole,  and 
mmetime  after  she  was  there,  many  of  her  ship's  company  w&e 
attMsked  with  fever,  attended  with  firequent  stoob  and  high  id-* 
€amnmtion  of  the  abdominal  viscera.  Several  died,  but,  on  tibeif 
laving  recourse  to  the  lancet,  every  succeeding  case  recovered. 

From  the  foregoing  accounts,  and  firom  all  the  infcnmatimi  I 
Iiave  been  able  to  glean,  I  am  indmed  to  diink  that  the  fever 
which  prevailed  at  Gibraltar  in  l$10,  was  not,  as  has  been  8aid» 
Ae  Bulam,  but  the  genuine  bifious  remittent  of  the  season. 

No  proof  of  contagion  impcnrted  from  the  transports  has  been 
attempted  to  be  produced ;  and  it  was  before  shown,  that  no  one 
^peceived  the  contagion  from  attradance  on  the  sick  on.^ore| 
and  a  gentl«nan,  who  has  had  much  experiaice  in  the  diseases 
of  the  vSTest  Indies,  said  that  he  could  only  call  two  or  threft 
of  Mr  Kidson's  cases  suspicions,  at  fte  utmost  It  is  dierefon) 
to  be  presumed,  that  this  was  a  fever,  only  in  some  instances 
differing  in  grade  from  the  epidemic  of  the  season,  ami  in  which^ 
by  the  adoption  of  prompt  and  liberal  evacuations,  the  whole  of 
Ae  bad  symptoms  woulo,  in  aH  probabili^,  have  hem  prevent 
'ed.  A  disease,  so  violent  in  its  attack*  must  be  met  by  a,  cor' 
responding  practice,  or,  in  all  probalHlity,  your  patient  is  IcMt^ 
^There  is  no  time  for  hesitation.  If  a  patient  complains  to  yon 
of  ^  excruciating  headach,  fnH  and  quick  pulse,  with  sufibsimi 
lof  the  eyes,  and  oppressed  breathii^, "  as  soon  as  the  hot  stage 
of  the  fever  is  formed,  the  re- action  will  be  great ;  bleeding  bom 
general  and  local  should  be  had  recourse  to ;  not  a  bleeding  of 
a  few  ounces,  but  you  must  bleed  till  a  remission  is  product 
which  wiH  often  not  happen  till  your  patient  has  lost  fifty  or 
six^  ounces  of  blood.  A  brisk  cathartic  of  subtaurias  hydrarg<r 
with  nulv.  jalap,  should  be  given,  and  repeated  if  necessary,  and 
the  whole  of  the  antiphlomsuc  regimen  strictly  pursued.  A  deter* 
Inination  to  the  surfece  should  be  promoted  by  smaH  doses  of  tb# 
Jnilv.  antim.  and  cdomel,  or  the  jiiiep.  ammon.  acetat.  and  a  pleo- 
tjfol  use  of  ifiluntat    By  these  meansy  if  you  have  been  saUed 
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itflbmdy  eiaAytojmvt  {Mrtient,  yoi»  wiR  seldom  finl  in  procure 
ing  a  coffipkle  remisskm  in  24*  hours.  You  musk  guard  your 
patient  from  rdapse  by  quiets  and  by  op^i  boweb  for  a  feir 
days, — ^by  an  almost  totel  abstinence  from  animal  food ;  and  at' 
the  end  of  a  week  or  ten  days,  he  will  be  able  to  return  to  hta 
usmd  occupation.  This  I  have  done  in  hunches  of  cases.  Bu^ 
always  bear  in  mind*  **  that  die  quantity  of  blood  taken  nnistr 
he  in  proportion  to  the  violence  of  the  disease. '' 

While  I  an  writing  this>  I  have  before  roe  a  roefamchoiy  ex- 
ample of  the  evils  of  a  ocHrtrarv  practice,  in  the  cases  of  his 
Majesty's  ships  Temeraire  and  bmncible.  Those  ships,  lyi^ 
in  Mahon,  have  had  their  crews  attacked  with  bilious  remittent 
ibver.  Tw^ity  have  died  in  the  first,  and  seven  in  the  latter; 
but  independ^  of  this,  die  whole  who  have  had  severe  attacks 
iKte  in  such  a  state  of  extenuation,  that  it  wilt  be  a  long  timef 
before  di^  can  be  fit  for  their  duties,  and  are  constrntly  re^ 
ftkpsittg.  *  But  this  is  not  att;  they  return  to  their  ships  with 
ahmdmar  obstructions,  or  the  foundadon  of  phthisis  laid,  and  f 
S»  manjf^  dT  them  will  eventually  be  lost  to  die  s^rice  and  U^ 
themselves.  Knowing  diet  the  Temeraire  would  be  in  Mahoit 
ift  the  summer,  I  told  the  surgeon  what  woidd  happen,  and  die 
pfa»  he  riiould  adopt,  but  my  advice  was^  disr^rded^--4he  con«^ 
aeqoence  is  seen.  Bat  as  if  more  particular^  to  confirm  dioe 
truth  imd  propriety  of  die  pracdoe  I  am  advocating,  and  ta 
prove  incontestably  its  value,  the  surgeon  of  the  Temeraire  wa* 
mmself  taken  ill ;  the  chaige  of  the  sick  devolved  on  Dr  Ross^ 
who  is  waidng  to  join  the  l^istance.  He  followed  up  the  eva«r 
fuadng  plan  with  seal ;  and  the  result  is,  not  one  was  sent  to  the 
hospital,  and  they  all  recovered  rapidly.  As  a  farther  proof  {if 
indeed  that  is  necessary)  it  may  not  be  irrelevant  to  nodoe  what 
has  recently  occurred  at  Malta. 

The  'Weazle  sloop  of  war  was  r^tdag  at  die  dock-yard^ 
where  89  of  her  ship's-company  were  attacked  wHh  fever.  Afa* 
Wardbw,  the  surgeon,  immeoi^ely  adopted  the  evaooatii^ 
^lon ;  the  whole  recovered,  and  returned  to  their  dudes  widimr 
^le  mottdi*  About  the  same  time,  upwards  of  100  of  the  Po* 
iaona's  people  were  also  taken  ill;  four  died;  three  of  dia^ 
'  number  had  been  some  days  iH  before  they  came  under  Mr  AI« 
ten's  care  at  die  hospital,  and  were  not  bled.  The  remainder 
recovered  rapidly,  which  Mt  Alien  entirely  attributes  to  early 
imd  liberal  abstraction  of  bbod,  joined  to  purgatives.  During 
the  winter  of  18tO,  the  Eagle  of  74^  guns  was  careening  at  M&-» 
boo.  Mid  her  people  bdng  lodged  in  a  barrack  neairjr  amikr 

m    ■  ...  ■ / 

*  Siaoe  writing  the  above,  I  am  soery  to  remade,  tbnt  djrseotexy 
has  attacked  many  of  the  coavidesGeDtd.— 21^^  Oct. 


firom  the  shipf  had  easy  access  %f>  spirits  and  wiiie.  The  cqik< 
aecjucnce  was,  that  a  fever  made  its  appearance  amongst  thexUf 
which  the  suigaon  considered  of  a  typhoid  nature.  Bat  I  8o<mi 
vodeceived  him;  and  although  upwards  of  fifty  were  taken  ill, 
i^t  a  man  died,  or  had  any  visceral  disease  letb  .  It  would  be 
•as?  for  me  to  multiply  such  instances^  but  -sufiicient  has  been 
aaici  for  oor  purpoec 

From  what  has  been  shown,  it  is  fair  to  assume,  that  if  the 

Eractice  I  recommend  had  be«n  adopted  at  Gibraltar,  we  would 
ave  had  **  no  haemorrhages,  no  livid  blotches,  no  black  vomit,^?^ 
but  that  the  disease  would  have  been  conducted  to  a  happier  tef^ 
mination.  Every  day's  experience  t^ds  more  and  more  to  con- 
firm the  truth  of  the  observation,  **  that  many  of  our  fevers,  in 
which  the  functions  of  the  sensorium  are  disturbed,  or  other  ob«, 
\ious  marks  of  congestion  or  disordered  vascular  action  in  the: 
^ncephalon  occur,  are  allowed  to  pass  into  a  typhoid  type,, firom 
an  omission  to  remove  that  morbid  condition  of  the  hetui  in  the 
cutset.*' 

The  preceding,  it .  must  be  acknowledged)  is  but  an  imper- 
fect account  of  the  fever,  as  it.  appeared  at  Gibralt^x  $  biU  as 
I  was  not  myself  present  wh«n  it  baf^iened,  .my  means  of 

E'ving  better  were  necessarily  circumscribed*  What  I  hivve 
«n  al^  to  obtain^  is  faithfully  parrated.  In  the  observations 
I  have  made,  in  the  deductions  I  have  drawn,  and  in  the  oul-^ 
lines  of  the  plan  of  treatment  I  have  ventured  to  think  would 
have  been  successful,  ^  I  tra^t  I  am  borne  out  by  dieir  own 
accounts  of  the  disease.  It  would  have  been  easy  to  have  en- 
tered into  a  more  extended  criticism,  but  this  was  foreign  fixnn. 
my  purpose* 

Note  ly  the .  Editors. 
.  We  have  always  regrette(},  .in  common  with  Dr  Burnett,  and 
all  others  zealously  interested  in  the  progress  of  our  science,  the 
total  silence  of  tlie  professional,  and  esp^iaDy  of  the  o^cial  pro- 
Cbssional  men,  to  who^  lot  it /ell  to  witness  the  progress  of  the 
irurious  intfanaea  of  maUgUAot  feyer  wi^ich  have  occurred  in  the 
garrison  of  Gibcaltary  On  a^  former  occasiont  we  r^rinted  some 
documents  which  we  met  with  in  e  common  newspaper  |  and 
<iu  the  present,  with  the  view  of  rendering  them  as  complete  a» 
we  can,  we  subjoin  to  Dr"  Burnett's  observatioqs  another  extraci 
from  the  same  source  of  information.  It  is  the  report  made 
by  Mr  Vance,  surgeon  to  the. forces,  upon  his  return  from  Car- 
thagenaand  Alicant,  whither  he  had  been  sent  by  his  Excellency 

-       -  • 
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*  Every  day  adds  a  proof  to  what  I  assert  oa  this  head^ 
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the  Lieatenant-goTernor,  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the  dideasd 
•aid  to  prevail  in  those  cities, — - 

"  His  Majestys  Brig  Richmandf  at  Sea,  1st  September  181L     . 

**  Sir, — In  obediende  to  the  orders  cf  his  excellency  Lieatenant-ge-. 
neral  Campbell,  and  the  instructions  I  receired  fronfyQtt  to  proceea 
to  the  ports  of  Carthagena  and  Alicant*  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain^ 
ing  the  nature  of  the  disease  said  to  prevail  in  those  places,  I  havet 
now  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  i^r  making  the  most  minute 
investigation  in  the  lazaretto,  city,  and  royal  hospitals  in  Carthagena^ 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring,  that  t^  same  disease  exists  there 
at  present  which  prevailed  in  the  years  1804  and  1810,  and  which,- 
with  some  variations*  I  have  witnessed  so  ihany  Europeans  fall  vic- 
tims to  in  the  West  Indies. 

^*  The  patient  is  generally  attacked  suddenly  with  cold  shiverings, 
nains  in  the  he^d,  back,  loins,  and  thighs ;  the  skin  becomes  exces- 
sively hot ;  the  piun  of  die  head  increases,  particularly  over  the  orbits: 
of  the  eyes ;  the  eyes  themselves  appear  to  the  patient  as  if  forcing" 
IVom^heiir  sockets,  have  a  j^articular  red  or  Aery  appearance,  and 
the  whole  face  appears  considerably  flushed ;  a  continual  restlessnesif 
prevails,  the  patient  constantly  throwing  himself  from  one  side  of 
the  bed  to  the  other;  at  this  period  the  pulse  is  very  frequent,  seldonr 
nnder  1120,  and  generally  much  m<H^s  Con^deraUe  irritability  of  the 
ttomach  always  prevails ;  the  vomiting  is  at  first  of  a  bilious  aj^aat-* 
ance,  and  sometimes  only  the  drink  diat  has  been  awaUowed ;  but^ 
as  the  disease  advances,  it  assunses  a  darker  colour,  and  lastly  de- 
posits a  grainy  sediment^  resembling  the  grounds  of  coffee^  Prom 
this  stage  of  the  disease  no  patient  has  been  observed  to  recover ;,  and 
in  those  Casc^  that  have  terminated  fatally^  or  assumed  the  most  se- 
rious appearances,  suppression  of  urine  has  generally  taken  place. 
Dn  the  first  attack,  the  tongue  has  generally  a  white  appearance^ 
which  gradually  becomes  darker,  with  a  brown  streak  in  the  centre  ; 
and  towards  the  close  of  the  disease^  it  becomes  quite  black,  furred 
and  dry.  When  the  disease  has  advanced  rapidly,  the  patient  oflen 
becomes  delirious  on  the  second  day^  and  dies  either  furious  or  co- 
matose on  the  thirds  and  sometimes  the  fifth ;  but.  When  the  cri- 
sis has  taken  place  on  the  seventh  day,  the  MaCk  vomiting  has  been 
always  most  frequent.  ,  In  some  who  have  died  comatose  on  the 
'€fth  day,  considerable  quantities  of  piore  blood  have  been  vomited 
tq).  Sometimes  the  patient,  after  walking  about  and  declaring  him- 
aelf  wei]^  has  died  perhaps  in  a  few  minutes. 

**  About  the  third  day,  the  eye  iosee  its  red  appearance,  and  be- 
xomes  tinged  with  yellow,  after  which  it  gradually  extends  to  tbd 
lace,  neck,  breast,  ^c.  and  be&re  death  generally  assinnes  a  lead 
or  putrid-like  appearance.  The  pulse,  previous  to  this,  has  sunk 
considerably,  and  seldom  strikes  oftener  than  50  or  60  times  in  a 
minute.  Hsemorrhages  from  the  nose,  mouth,  ears  and  bowe!sy 
have  frequently  happened  ;  and  vibices  have  sometimes  niade  thenr 
appearance^  as  well  as  deafwss,  and  glandular  sweHings. 


4M*   Tiby$iiMi'sX)kenxai(niimikeJ^a^  QtU 

'  ^  On  the  fim  itttek,  llwpattenrivgeiieraHycoBtkef;  but  prHbu^ 
to  death,  diarrhoea  often  takes  plac«,  and  what  ti^  v^ded  has  always, 
a  bUck,'  poirid  wpp^fKoc^,  asa  exceSsiv^ely  fetid  smeU.    AU  these 

Etiptoms  hare  not  tnadt  ffaek  appearance  in  the  same  patioita  ; 
1 1  h«?e  observed  tile  wboie  in  tbe  BtttaeitHia  cases  which  prfseaU. 
td  themselves  in  the  latarettO!^  aiid  olber  hospitals  in  Carthai^s* 
1%e  disease  has  not  been  confined  t6  any  pavtieular  part  of  the  town» 
aar  is  anjr  persoft  exempt  from  it  wbo  bas  nol  bad  it  in  the  yeara 
1^4  and  1810. 

**  I  mnst  beg  leave  to  observe  to  yo«^  that  the  aiunber  of  daatbs 
lliat  have  taken  place  (a  dittry  of  which  I  enclose  V  has  m>t  beeo  ex« 
^usively  occasioned  by  the  yeOow-fever.*  The  bihous  remittent  pve^ 
vails  here  adso ;  and  in  the  royal  hospital  I  obsenred  maay  of  the  so^ 
diers*  labouring  under  what  we  'call  the  gftol-iever,  whicb  they  nnist 
bave  brovgfat  with  ihem  from  the  army ;  whefe»  i  understandt  they 
bave  undergone  much  iktigue,  and  sci^^ed  great  privations  both  ia. 
fcod  and  clothes. 

**  The  nfumber  of  deaths  may  appear  trifiiag  fbr  a  tiiwn^  ^  p<^»a» 
btion  of  which  is  generally  calculated  at  86»000  seals,  (the  estimate 
bi  1806);  b^  when  we  confer  that  the  fever  last  yean*  reducaJ 
ftn  ntnober  eonstderably)  and  that  every  person  who  hatd  the  BKaaa 
of  escape  has  lef\  it  this  jrear,  leaving  IkMe  mofe  tba»  a  Msuktioa 
ef  9000  »  the  city,  nost.of  wioanbid  the  disease  upon  formor  oo* 
casioasy  you  wiU  be  abieio  form  a  mere  just  idea  of  the  siortality* 
The  physiciaas  cannot  aeeonat  ^  tbe  disease  makiag  its  appeal^* 
a&de  this  year  at  C*rthagtna;  but  I  have  good  reason  U^  auppofie  il 
m^t  Ittie  remained  dorpant  dumg  the  wtol&tf  4iU  iKMised  lAto 
action  again  by  the  stnanier's  heist ;  tad  I  am  more  dis^posed  to  Giu 
vour  this  e^ion,  ftwm  the  circuiastaiice  of  their  escng  kttie  pre* 
eaii^on  last  year^— aeitber  destroying  the  beddii^^,  dothes  or  other 
fnraflare  liable  to  preserve  contagion*  of  any  of  the  people  who 
died  of  d>e  disease,  as  they  had  done  in  the  year  lB04f ;  vad  I  am 
aorry  to  observe  that  they  have  gained  Iktle  by  esLpenence,  as  ikey 
|>i|rsue  the  same  system  to  the  present  moment.  The  winda  £^ 
eeveral  months  have  blown  from  the  Levant,  and  the  themnuoeter 
bas  generaily  ranged  Ibau  92  t9M  and  8$  degi^es,  on  Fs^eoheit'a 
acale. 

^  In  Alicant  there  is  twt  -Ibe  dighiest^i^ee  of 'contagion  existia|^ 

mt  present,  nor  does  it  appear  to  have  been  so  Iree  from  disease  oT 

any  kind  at  any  period  finr  a  scries  of  years  back.    In  the  town  of 

Kdi«,  abMit  imtr  ieagiies  distani,  the  yeUow-fever  is  said  to  have 

%nade  its  qypearasiae,  m  oanse^penee  of  a  soldier  &nm  Cartlu^na» 

^with  €ve  or  sbc  people  who  assisted  him  in  bis  iUness,  haviiig  4ieil 

afler  a  few  days'  sickness.     But  the  communication  with  that  port 

.  of  the  town  they  resided  In  having  been  cnt  ofiv  sickness  and  caortaii- 

ty  are  said  to  have  ceased ;  and  as  a  cordon  was  placed  between  tbe 

two  towns,  and  a  most  rigid  quarantine  established,  had  I  avail vci 

myself  of  ocOlar  information^  I  should  not  have  been  adinitted  *^ 


IP  >)wNai  W*>lh    («  H>vmi  Ad  f^HVt^  of  ^  pTQvbwet  and  diai 

^aniad  tjiwc  by  w»e  jefH 
^cant  bave  pU<ieiI  U  in  b 
a«  that  of  Jilclif .    Powevt 

togedier  witb  the  number 
placfiE  TitK  Carthagen^  n 
tnce,  I  vn  itronKly  af  qpi 
to  ucapc^I  feci  pijsdf 
■ad  ^  Bri^A  Ooniul  at 
■W  in  every  thing  MUtlng 
wen  equalV  diiftratd  to  m 
I  also  esperieacad  wwrj  a 
tail  and  phrskiani  coivtiti 

I  w  eaiolsjMl  apn  ottttU  potuUy  irqaii*.    I  han  the  hqaotiT,  fce« 
(S«iMid)        R-  ¥.  Vaiwi, 
^  WiHfAM  P¥H.  Pfq.  Sittgeon  to  tht  faratfc  <* 

^  Cepqte  impector  oC  t)()3ffiMK  "  -. 

Hwin  ^<m  29th  Ju^r  t«  ^t}>  Ai)gw(  wplH^ivo,  1411. 
Mj    »      19  Avg.  6      4  Aug.  14      tt  Aug.  M      M     ■ 
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Sepori  of  the  Treatment  adoptedjbr  the  Cure  ofContaglom  Tmef 
among  the  Seamen  beloTigiiig  to  kis  Myesti/'s  Natn/,  thai  vxre 
lent  ashore  to  the  So^l  Hospital  at  Pfynteuth,  and  communicai- 
ed  to  the  Honourable  Commissioners  of  his  Majett^s  Transport 
Board.    By  J.  Wilsoh,  M,  D.  Phj>siciai)  to  the  Hospital. 

/^ENTLEni:G!i,-^A  number  of  sick  hating,  eaflv  in  the  last 
^-*   montli,  been  sent  to  this  hospital  from  liis  Majesty's  ship 
Diadem,  labouring  under  contagious  fever,  I  have  taken  the  »• 
■      c«2 


#04     *      Th  WOsonV  Jiepori  &fa  Ctmiagiaus  Feeer.         (k& 

berty  of  ^sting  to  the  Board  the  nature  and  symptom^  thereof* 
together  with  the  mode  of  treatmrat  adopted  by  me  on  the  oc« 
casion.  The  disease  appeared  to  be  of  the  satae  type  as  that 
which  prevailed  on  board  of  the  Romtiliis,  in  the  i&onin  of  Janu- 
ary 1811.  On  thehr  admission,  I  fbutid  thexa  complaining  of 
severe  pain  aJI  over  them,  (as  they  expressed  it),  but  particular-^ 
fy  i^ecting  the  head,  breast,  and  loins,  and  a  cpnnderable  degree^ 
of  lassitude;  puTse  rather  fiitt,  but  net  exceeding  100  in  a  mi- 
nute ;  s&ih  hot  and  diy,  tongue  foul,  thirst  great,  and  bowels  in 
general  cbstive^  as  the  disease  advanced,  redness  of  the  ey^^ 
strong  pidsatibn  of  the  carotids,  prostration  of  strength,  stnpo^y* 
delirium ;  involuntary  discharge  of  feces  and  urine  supervened^- 
and,  in  one  case,  singultus  with  subsuhus  t  idinum.  These  were 
the  symptoms  as  they  occurred  in  the  progyesMve  state  of  die 
disease.  The  treatment  was  strictly  antiphlogistic;  th^  lancet 
wi»  early  and  liberally  used ;  bowels  rq|)eatedty  and  freely  «va«^ 
cuated;  saline  medicines,  combined  with  antimcmials,  were  ^ven 
wkh  small-doses  of  siibmuriat  of  mercury,,  and  antihiotiialpow^ 
der  at  ni|tbt;  the  pedilttvium  was  also  of  considerable  service.* 
The  head  shaved,  blisters  applied,  and  when  the  use  of  the  lan- 
cet oould  hot  with  propriety  be  a^itted,  repeated  cupping  on 
the  temples  a£K>rded  the  most  marked  and  singiilar  relief. 

This  mode  of  treatment  was  continued  until  the  violence  of 
the  disease'  was  subdued ;  and  I  have  great  satisfaction  in  say- 
ing, that  ^  fifty  patient9  admitted  into  this  hospitalj  undef  my 
care,  firom  the  Diadem,  for  the  ctn*e  of  the  above  dfisorder,  one 
only  died  ;  nor  did  I  find  it  necessary  to  prescribe  either  bark  or 
wine  to  perfect  their  recovery, — a  ptat  of  porter  was  the  only 
addition  made  to  their  ordinary  diet.  And  Rere  fdlow  me  Uy 
add,  that  I  fed  myself  much  indebted  to  Mr  CampbeU,  the  hos* 
pilil-mate,  who  tor  some  time  has  been  my  assistant,  for  hi» 
unremitted  and  partictdar  attention  on  this^  as  well  as  on  e^&sy 
other  occasion. 

Moyal  Naval  HospUal^  Plymouth^  Feb,  25,  1812. 


-M^ 
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IV. 

0»  Nervous  Affections^  and  on  the  Treatment  of  Chorea  Sancti 
.  Vitu    By  David  Uwiks,  M.  D.  Aylesbury,  Bucks. 

/^F  those  affections  which  are,  in  a  somewhat  vague  and  sweep*- 
.V^  ing  manner,  termed  nervous,  there  has  been,  within  the 
last 'five  years,  an  evident  increase.  This  is  the  more  to  be  la^* 
mented,  as  the  patfaologv  and  practice  in  these  diseases  is  more 
obscure  than  in  almost  aU  others.  In  most  other  complaints,  we 
'are  oonparatively  familiar.  vHkh  the  geography  of  tiie  ground,  if 
I  m^  so  'say^  upon  whidi  we  are  traveUing ;  and  if  we  come  to 
Jthe  practice  of  medicine,  well  furnished  with  ana^mioal  knowr 
jedge  iand  pSiystdogical  principles,  we  are  less  liioeiy  to  wish  left 
undone  -what  we  have  done,  «nd  diat  we  had  done  what  has  not 
(been  done.  But  this  obscurity  and  perpleadty  in  m  have  been  in?- 
creased  by  a  disposition  to  philosophize  at  t^  expense  of  facts. 
If  **  debilitas  gignii  ^aasntum  *'  is  a  medical  ninxim,  recpiiring^ 
in  its  application  to  practice,  much  modifica^on,  greatly  nH>reso 
is  that  axiom  which,  if  it  have  never  been  giinen  in  wmds,  has 
been  pertinaciously  .and  obitinatdy  acted  upon  in  practice,  de^ 
aiitas  gignii  omnesfore  nervorum  nwrbos* 

.  The  generalizing  principles  of  the  disorders  in  question,  tos* 
troduced  by  the  systems  of  solidism,  and  confirmed  in  the  school 
of  excitement,  are  now,  however,  in  a  great  measure  fiiUing  ar 
^vaybefiore  the  wcaght  of  observation  and  &ct;  and  this  country 
would  have  been  saved  iQany  a  pound  of  Peruvian  bark— -the  inr 
liabitants  of  it  would  have  been  excused  firom  swallowing  many 
a  bitter  poti(»i — if  we  had  come  earlier  to  attend  to  what  our 
'Continental  nei^ibours  call  the  ga^ric  state,  in.cowexicm  with 
•diseases  of  the  nervous  class,  but,  as  if  to  make  up  the  time 
lost  on  this  score,  are  we  not  now  running  somewhat  into  the 
opposite'extreme  ?  Where  we  pui^ed  tooTiule,  do  we  not  now 
purge  too  much?  And  from  dreading  the  sight  of  one  drc^  of 
olood,  as  if  we  feared,  in  the  language  of  the  poets,  that  the 
•fioul  would  come  rushing  through  the  wound  that  had  been  made,, 
are  we  not  now,  some  of  us,  in  danger  of  plunging  into  the  very 
4ieptlis  of  Sangradoism ;  and  of  imagining,  tiiat,  while  a  poor 
fellow  has  one  drop  of  blood  remaining  in  his  body,  some  dregs 
of  his  disease  must  necessarily  remain  with  it. 

But  I  did  not  intend  this  paper  to  be  a  paper  of  theory,  but 
a  recital  of  cases;  and  I  shall  proceed^  in  a  very  brief  nwm^^ 
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to  an  account  of  these  cases  ;  which,  as  having,  at  least  some  of 
them,  somewhat  of  peculiarity  in  their  features,  I  have  judged 
worthy  to  be  recorded. 

It  n  proper  to  premise  that,  tn  consequence  ()f  perusing  seve< 
ral  accounts^  in  this  Journal  in  particular,  of  extraordinary  cures 
t>erfbrmed  by  the  purgative  trelEiCtaieiit,  al  tecomnietldedll>y  l>i* 
Hamilton,  xx  Chared  SantH  Vitis  I  detti^indl  to  make  k  clear 
and  unprejudiced  trial  of  the  plan,  on  the  first  opportunities  that 
•iMmid  be  ofibred  tne. 

The  first  ^aae,  ihen^  thftt  omxe  iwder  my  care,  was  that  6f  a 
youth  abottt  flevettteea,  the  son  of  a  paitiber  in  this  towii^  wfao» 
fNJlh  that  drawiDg  of  one  leg  after  him  in  walkings  so  chioitcteri* 
iflCic  t£  this  com^int^  con^laiacd  likewise  of  vertiginous  sensa^ 
iSoils  and  pains  in  his  head^  and  had  a  remarkably  wide  pupil  of 
tile  i^.  This  yonth  bad  been  put,  by  the  medical  gentleman  whb 
iMBMded  him,  up<iti  m  oourse  df  tonics,  and  order^  to  drink 
%ine^  and  i  was  strUok  with  tiok  earnesUiesa  with  whidfa  bis  fa^ 
filer  attswened  me,  <^  ifes,  alwi^s, "  to  my  question,  ^<  Wfa««i 
ikier  does  be  not  appear  worse  after  taking  frfne  ?  *'  Here  tbeA 
^laias  fair  ground  for  laying  ^ide  the  toaici  and  commeikciiig  the 
yaftrgnive  pbm^  which  I  did  in  tbe  manned  that  is  titmeoes^ty 
to  detail  $  and  though  I  did  not  tarn  him  out  of  my  hands  cured^ 
Im  left  me  most  eTmendy  improTod  in  health  and  strength,  I 
liave  been  lately  mquiring  of  ^is  nw^th^  about  him,  (for  he  haft 
left  the  place  himself)  |  and  tht  tells  me^  that  he  k  much  bc^ 
-tet* )  and,  with  the  same  positiveneBs  that  the  fiitfaer  dec^red  him 
to  be  invariably  worse  after  wine,  does  the  BxH:ber  dedare  that 
he  was  always  stroay^er  and  better  after  taking  his  purges^  tkou^ 
the  mtoer  eUdd  iHsccroer  amy  tihing  forticuUat  or  m^n^ieatthy  in  the 
ppp^eUMiHce  (f  ike  evacuaiiom* 

Hie  ne&t  case  of  Ibis  comphitnt  that  came  under  my  care^ 
^MTSiB  one  which  excited,  on  all  accounts^  a  very  particnhu*  intes> 
test  ia  my  mind.  It  was  that  of  an  amiable  young  lady,  wlw 
|ia»  been  for  aeveial  years  subject  to  the  regular  returns  (h*  a  pe* 
T^pdical  lumbar  abscess,  which  originated,  when  she  was  very 
youD|it>  i>i  a  disease  of  the  spine ;  and  which,  by  the  great  pain 
and  disc^rge  it  has  oceasioned^  has  at  different  times  redaoed 
^el*  to  an  aintost  lifeless  staite^  Thi^  youli^  l^y,  while  lookin|; 
<yi(t  of  an  opened  sash* window,  whic^  was  m  bad  repair,  had  tiie 
aash  Ml  suddenfy  down  upon  th^  back^part  of  her  head  about 
the  n^k%  The  aocident  produced  no  immediate  incoavemenoe 
beyond  a  stunning  sensation,  which  did  not  last  a  long  time. 
The  family  was  aboat  a  wec^'^  tinie  from  this  to  set  off  to  the 
^a^otf^st;  but,  before  their  departure.  Miss  had  St  Vj- 

Itts'ii  d^ce  u|^Qn  l^cr,  foUy  pxaiked,    She  could  ]|ot  sit  witfaoiH 
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.tnolion  for  any  lengUi  of  time,  and  had  goncraJW  convaism  and 
involuntan^  actions  in  her  arms  and  l^s.  The  origin  of  th^ 
disorder  i  diougbt  fairly  referee*  txy  the  accident  above  n^en- 
iioned  \  but,  as  she  was  just  upon  the  point  of  havios  the  adU 
vantages  of  residence  upon  the  sea-coast,  it  was  tbou^t  e^icpe- 
dient  to  make  trial  of  them.  In  about  a  monti^'s  time,  noweve% 
she  returned  to  Aylesbury  with  the  disease  still  upon  her,  wliich 
indeed  was,  now  that  I  was  applied  to  by  her  aK)ther,  rery  con^^ 
siderably  increased.  I  must  confess  that  I  commenced  ihe  evar 
^cuating  plan  with  this  young  lady,  with  expectations  much 
.jnore  sanguine  of  success  than  the  event  justified  nut  in  ^^tert- 

taining.     Mrs ,  who  is  a  lady  of  uncommon  intellv" 

£pence  and  judgment,  joined  with  a  larger  share  «f  maU^nal  a& 
Action  than  falls  to  Uie  lot  ef  even  Englishwomen  in  genera]# 
-was  made  acquainted  with  the  pla^  I  intended  to  pursue  witlpt 
^er  daughter  {  and  I  perseverea  without  any  intermission  fo|r 
more  than  three  weeks,  when  I  found,  to  my  great  grief,  tb^ 
Involuntary  motions  rather  to  have  increased  than  abated,  am) 
ihe  disoriier  sUtogether  assuming  a  »ore  confirmed  and  obsti*- 
#iate  eharaeter.     My  patient  was  about  this  time  just  at  the  ao^ 
<^  puberty,  and  I  deemed  it  a  fair  presumption,  that  both  t& 
present  and  her  original  complaint,  might  be  critically,  as  it 
were^  terminated  by  the  establishment  of  a  regular  menatrual  disp 
charge.    With  this  view,  I  ordered  her  some  emmenagqgue  nxe^ 
dicines,  still  continuing  the  cathartica  occnionaUj,  though  not 
so  frequently  as  before.  •  *  Hiese,  however,  not  answering  the 
intention  so  fuHy  as  was  wished,  and  the  malady  still  gaining 
f^round,  I  came  to  the  determination  of  abandoning  altogediw 
her  present  mode  of  treatment,  and  gave  her  the  argerui  mtras 
in  doses  at  first  of  a  sixth  part  of  a  grain  three  times  a^lay^ 
v^bich  was  gradually  increased  to  nearly  five  grains  in  the  course 
of  the  day.     The  least  disposed  to  «cepticism  amongst  us  know« 
that  sequence  is  not  always  conse^pietice^  and  that  medical  evi^ 
idence  is  cmlyof  a  presumptive  nature  ^  but  certain  it  is,  that 
my  young  patient  began  evidently  to  amend  almo^  immediately 
irom  the  commencement  of  this  last  mode  of  treatment,  and 
lahe  is  now  quite  free  from  die  disorder.    Her  menstruation  like- 
wise promises  regularity,  and  she  has  passed  the  usual  time  of 
Ibe  returns  of  the  comfJaint  above-mentioned.    It  ought  to  have 
been  stated,  that  nearly  the  whole  of  the  time  that  she  took  th^ 
nitrate  of  silver,  she  dr^ik  every  mormng  son^  valerian  tea. 

Here  then  was  a  case  which  did  not  speak  any  thing  in  favour 
of  the  purgative  treatment.  I  ought  to  have  aaid  that  the  bow- 
^  were  not  constipated,  i>Or  was  there  any  thing  of  disordered 
iji^ear^nc^  in  thjc  alyine  discbargesj  but  neither  was  this  tb^ 
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/ewe  in  the  fint  meDtioned  instaneei  in  whidi  pm^thres  weM 
evidently  advantageous. 

During  the  time  in  which  MisB  ■    was  under  my  treat* 

inenl»  I  was  desired  to  visit  a  young  female,  (the  daughter  of  a 
Mr  Jackson  of  this  town)f  who  was  in  her  thirteenth  year,  and 
had  chorea^  if  I  may  so  say,  in  more  of  an  epileptic  form :  Her 
countenance  indicated  a  consideraUe  degree  of  irritabili^ ;  the 
pupil  of  the  eye  was  much  dikted;  her  head  was  at  times  ia 
pani,  and  the  whole  body  was  agitated  to  such  a  degree,  that^ 
In  whatever  posture  she  might  be,  it  was  always  necessary  for 
at  least  one  person  to  hold  and  restrain  her.  In  this  suqecty 
fhe  complaint  in  question  had  followed  quick  upon  an  emp* 
live  fever.  I  b^n  die  plan  of  treatment  by  calomel  and  pur^ 
ges,  as  in  the  former  instances,  and  th^  brought  away  a  very 
consideraUe  discharge  of  such  kind  of  reces  as  we  are  accus- 
tomed to  see  attendant  upon  worms ;  and  beside  mucous  dis* 
floured  stools,  the  two  or  three  first  doses  of  calomel,  &c.  oo^ 
fcasioned  the  discharge  of  considerable  scybalae.  Now,  then,  I 
had  every  reason  to  hope  that  our  plan  would  be  crowned  witli 
speedy  and  decided  success ;  but,  although  the  patient  was  cerr 
tainly  not  worse  than  at  first,  she  most  evidently  was  not  better 
for  some  weeks,  nor  till  after  the  commencement  of  a  powdery 
administered  two  or  three  limes  a<>^ay,  composed  of  the  foQow^ 
ing  ingredients : 

9.  Pulv.  DigitaHsgr.  ijj, 
Ammoniareti  Cupri  gr«  iv. 
Puly.  MyrrhsB  5'-  ft-  Pulvis, 

Under  this  plan  she  graduallv  amended,  and  her  cure  wap 
^complete  in  aboift  two  pionths  from  the  commencement  of  die 
pomplaint 

Some  time  aftpr  this,  Mr  Jackson  again  called  on  me,  with  a 
request  to  visit  another  daughter  in  her  sixteenth  year.  I  found 
this  girl  lying  in  a  kind  of  trance }  and  although  she  was  rousejl 
lip  to  answer  m^  some  questions,  she  suddenly  relapsed^  and 
uttered,  for  perhaps  ten  minutes  in  succession,  connected  s^st* 
tences  of  a  rhapsodic  religious  nature,  in  the  manner  and  wttk 
the  tone  which  are  usual  with  the  Society  of  Friends,  to  whick 
ithisiemale  belonged.  This  state  continued  about  ei|^ht-and>  for^ 
hours,  with  intermissions  \  and  on  the  second  morning  of  my  w- 
S^ts  I  foupd  her  Wing  in  bed,  under  the  full  influence  of  chorea^ 
>rith  much  and  violent  involuntary  motion. 
*  It  was  a  remarkable  and  melancholy  coincidence,  that  now 
the  eldest  dan^hter  of  Mr  Jackson,  (a  fine  girl  of  eighteenlli 
^bom  I  had  attended  some  months  previously  in  rheumatic  fi> 
ver.  wfLs  attacked  with  St  Yitus's  dance,  without  however  the 
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^pvdknfaiary  state  just  mentioned  ii  the  second  $  and  this  coin* 
ddmiGe  was  still  more  particalar,  as  it  did  not  appear  to  be  the 
'consequence  of  imitation,  the  females  living  in  different  houses 
Wt  the  time.  The  same  mfidical  gentleman  was  called  in  to 
this  (the  eldest  daughter),  who  had  attended  with  me  in  the 
first  case,  and  he  ordered  Uie  same  plan  to  be  adopted,  (with 
3Xi  increase  of  dose  proportioned  to  her  years.)  For  the  second* 
who  was  lying  in  the  conditicm  above  described,  and  who  had^ 
'I  think,  previously  a  blister  applied  to  her  back,  I  ordered  a 
•brisk  purgative  to  be  followed  by  ten  drops  every  six  hours  of 
|he  tincture  of  fo3tglove,  prepared  according  to  tne  pharmaco- 
poeia of  the  London  CoUege.  These  medicines  were  taken  before 
the  occurrence  of  the  involuntary  motions,  which,  when  they 
^id  occur,  were,  as  before-mentioned,  exceedingly  violent ;  so 
that  I  had  now  two  patients  (sisters)  in  pretty  nearly  the  samte 
^ate.  With  the  one,  the  eldest,  it  was  judged  advisable  tOsgo 
4m  with  the  powders  she  had  been  taking,  particularly  as  the 
parents  had  a  predilection  for  them,  in  consequence  of  tne  bene- 
fit that  bad  attended  their  administration  in  the  youngest  daugh* 
ter,  taow  recovered  ;  ^nd  for  the  other^  I  now  ordered*  as  much 
as  thirty  drops  of  the  tincture  of  digitalis  every  six  hours.  Toge- 
Aer  with  this  treatment,  electrici^  was  administered  with  some 
power;  and  the  beneficial  consequences* of  this  plan  of  treat- 
ment were  very  shortly  seen  in  the  almost  total  cessation  of  the 
involuntary  motions.  All  the  cUsorder  that  now  remained  was 
an  extreme  degree  of  sickness  at  the  stomach,  and  an  entire  in- 
ability to  stand  on  her  legs  without  support.  The  foxglove  was 
now  discondnwed ;  and,  having  premised  a  purgative,  we  be- 
gan with  this  patient  bark  and  steel,  under  the  use  of  wfaidi  she 
gradually  recovered  the  powers  of  standing  and  walking. 
'  The  melancholy  task  now  remains  to  me  of  resuming  the 
other  case,  (that  of  the  eldest  daughter),  and  following  it  to  ita 
fatal  termination.  With  her,  I  have  already  said,  foxglove  ia 
smaller  doses  was  given,  joined  with  the  ammoniaret  of  copper 
and  myrrh;  and  it  was  my  intention  of  giving  a  fair  comparative 
trial  to  galvanism,  by  commencing  its  use  at  the  same  time  with 
•electricity  in  the  other.  This  intention  was,  however,  frustrated  % 
and  from  not  being  able  to  procure  the  galvanic  apparatus  com* 
plete,  as  well  as  from  the  difficulty  of  applyinff  it  properly,  the 
galvanism  had  not  certainly  a  ^r  trial.  Under  tne  use  of  the 
above  medicines,  and  the  galvanism,  in  the  way  it  was  employed, 
my  patient  evidently  got  worse ;  and  the  convulsive  motions,  Ae% 
fective  articulation,  and  generally  disordered  state,  became  nmch 
•more  violent  and  distressing  than  in  any  instance  lever  beforf 
•witnessed^  either  in  public  or  pvivate  proctioe.    We  now  iia4  IPev 
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^Kmntta'^try  latge doeet <if  the  faxgbvci miaibe  former  CMei 
iMit  it  produced  such  an  extreme  of  ttdcneM  and  disorder^  as  ta 
|ureiresit  the  potsibili^  of  its  bmxff  cominued.  Opium  likewise 
tt)«i«ys  appeared  to  derange  tlie  nyetein  oonsiderably^  aldiouj^ 
the  bbwek  at  the  time  of  its  administration  were  loose,  from  rate 
«Ripk>}rment  of  purgatives;  and  these  last,  it  should  have  bec»B 
«aidy  w&€  given  witli  more  or  less  freedom  and  frequency  during 
4be  whole  course  of  the  complaint* 

Nature,  in  this  poor  girl,  after  struggling  for  a  month  with  the 
diaorder,  in  the  vioknt  degree  I  have  above  described,  at  lei^^ 
^dkied,  and  she  lost  her  sevei^e  sufierings  io  the  arms  of  death« 


'    The  collation  and  comparison  of  the  above  cases,  leave,  I  cxmr 
'less,  my  mind  in  embarrassing  uncertainty.   What  was  the  proxi* 
tnate  cause,  in  either  of  the  instances  detail^,  of  the  complaint  ? 
What  was  the  immediate  cause  of  death  in  the  last  I    I  should 
have  been  less  surprised,  had  the  disorder  of  the  youngest  girl, 
-which  stands  first  in  the  narratidn,  ended  fatally,  both  because  it 
was  an  immediate  sequel  upon  fever,  and  because,  when  I  was 
^first  called  in,  there  were  symptoms  strongly  indicative  of  efib- 
'eions  into  the  ventricles  of  the  Drain,  or,  at  least,  of  some  more 
mischief  in  the  Itead  ibMi  merely  disordered  action.    Should  we 
tiav^  found,  upon  dissection,  seix)U6  effusions  in  the  brain  of  Miaa 
Jackson  ?  Whence  did  such  effbsions  originate  ?  Strabismus  wag 
certainly  in  die  last  stages  most  marked  and  evident;  indeed^ 
the  countenance  altogether  was  ^milar  to  that  which  is  showtt 
in  the  concluding  scenes  cf  hydroc^faaius  internus,  when  thai 
^fisease  terminaties  in  deaths — and  when  dees  it  not  ?  But,  further* 
was  this  state  of  the  briain,  supposing  its  existence^  primary  or 
secondary  ?  There  was  certainly,  prima Jaeie^  less  reason  to  sus- 
))ect  it  in  this,  than  in  the  instances  of  the  two  other  sisters,  whose 
4eomplaints,  as  I  have  said,  both  began  by  signs  menacing  some 
serious  mischief  in  the  head.    Would  any  other  plan  of  cure  have 
heen  likely  to  have  proved  a  cure  ?     Perhaps  to  some  of  these 
questions  on  this  interesting  case  I  may  be  favoured  with  ao- 
l^wers.    it  certainly  behoves  medical  men  to  turn  their  minds,  ia 
the  present  day,  in  a  mote  particular  degree  to  those  maladies,  <^ 
^hich  (of  some  of  them  at  least)  we  now  know  very  little  more 
than  that  th^  are  connected  in  some  manner  or  other  wiUi  the 
itervous  system  more  especially.     I  am  disposed  to  suspect,  tkaC 
those  among  us  who  almost  confine  their  attention  to  the  alimen- 
tary and  intestinal  canal,  as  well  in  forming  their  rational  as 
their  medical  management  of  the  diseases  in  question,  sometimes 
fjKal^.  mere  effects  into  causes*    It  is  my  intpntio^  to  treat  i^ore 


At  latge,  in  a  separate  pamphlet,  tlie  suligect  of  ti^ceral  and  intes^ 
tttial,  as  connected  with  nervous  cotoplaints ;  bat  I  shall  bes 
have  to  suggest  here,  whether  deranged  secretions  and  viscerd. 
f^trtictions  may  not,  much  oftener  thali  is  imagined,  be  mere 
effects,  or  simultaneous  expressions  of  maladies,  that  are  looked 
upon  as  dependent  upon,  rather  than  the  oc<tasioB  frf^  such  a 
state  of  the  abdominal  organs  ?  This  question,  were  it  merely 
th^reticd,  would  not  be  worth  much ;  but  it  is,  in  my  mind, 
yetj  intimately  associated  with  practical  inferences. 

It  was  my  intention,  in  the  present  paper,  to  have  transmit^ 
ted  a  curious  case  of  die  discha^  from  the  stomach  of  a  wo* 
man  of  a  large  concretion  ;  but  i  have  trespassed  so  much  up^ 
pn  the  paffes  of  the  Journal,  and  my  own  time,  that  I  must  de- 
fer this  relation  to  a  future  opportunity.  * 
.    AyikshuTXf^  JBtickSf  June  li,  1812. 
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On  the  Curt  qf  TdarM  ly  Opium  (md  tJte  Warm  Bath.  By 
I^HOMAS  Christie,  M.  D.  of  die  Royal  College  of  Physici- 
ans, Lond<m. 

xITaving  lately  had  an  account  from  Ceylon,  of  acaseof  Teta^ 
•*^  nus  from  wound,  treated  successfully  by  Mr  Si^atchley, 
surgeon  of  the  Royal  Artillery  at  Columbo,  by  means  of  large 
doses  of  opium,  and  the  frequent  use  of  the  warm  bath,  I  have 
been  induced  to  refer  to  some  notes  of  my  own  on  this  sul^ect ; 
tad  as  the  practice  in  tetanus  s^ms  still  unsettled  amongst  £ngr 
fish  surgeons,  I  am  disposed  to  think  that  their  publication,  in 
your  wSely*  circulating  Journal,  may  be  of  use,  by  recalling  the 
attention  of  practitioners  to  the  old,  and,  in  my  opinion,  effici- 
ent remedies,  in  this  formidal^e  disease,  of  opium  and  the  waroGi 
bath,  in  preference  to  trusting  to  purgatives  and  cold  affusion, 
.Which  I  am  led  l^  experience  to  consider  as  more  doubtful  re- 
medies, though  th^  have  of  late  be^i  recommended  by  very 
high  authority. 

Hie  subjoined  notes  were  written  in  Ceylon  in  1B09,  soon 
after  an  unusual  number  of  cases  of  tetanus  had  fallen  imder  my 

■ ,  II I  * 

*  It  almost  escaped  me  to  ask,  Whether,  in  the  opinion  of  any 
^e^dess  or  correspondents  of  the  Journal,  the  nitrate  of  silver  is  d^ 
composed  by  the  saliva  and  gastric  juice^  or  ^miietl^er  it  afcts  jonfo^ 
^  system  Of  nitrate  of  silver  ^ 
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inspection,  and  have  a  reference  to  the  chapter  on  that  disease 
in  my  friend  Dr  M^Grigor's  able  work,  on  the  Diseases  of  the 
Indian  Army  in  Egypt,  which  I  was  then  perusing,  and  in  which 
the  use  of  mercury,  and  baths  composed  of  warm  broth,  are  re- 
commended. 

Chdtettham^  \Sth  June^  1809. 

l^(4es  en  Tetanus^  ivHtien  at  Cobmho  in  January  IS09^^ 

I  have  never  seen  the  broth  or  slush  bath  used  in  tetanus;  but 
have  employed  very  freely  the  warm  bath,  cold  affusion,  mer- 
cury, and  opium. 

In  the  prognosis  of  this  disease,  an  important  distinction  is  to 
be  drawn  between  symptomatic  and  idiopathic  tetanus  ;  I  mean 
with  or  without  an  wound.  In  the  latter,  which  in  India  is  sup* 
posed  t9  be  sometimes  occasioned  by  exposure  to  the  land-wind 
in  the  night,  I  tliink  I  have  saved  half  my  patients  by  the  warn 
bath,  mercury,  and  opium :  but  in  symptomatic  tetanus  from 
wounds,  although  I  have  most  assiduously  employed  the  same 
remedies,  and  also  cold  affusion,  I  have  never  known  of  a  reco- 
Wfary  in  this  island,  except  in  one  case,  in  which  the  warm,  bath 
yiras  frequently  used,  and  very  large  quantities  of  laudanum  gi- 
ven, to'  wliich  last  remedy  the  patient  I  think  evidently  owed 
liis  life.  The  case,  which  was  immediately  under  the  charge  of 
Mr  Leath,  *  assistant-surgeon  of  his  Majes^'s  19th  regiment,  U 
very  ably  and  accurately  detailed  in  the  journals  of  the  regiroeiH 
tal  hospital  of  that  corps ;  but  as  it  is  necessarily  drawn  out  to 
considerable  length  by  daily  reports,  the  following  outline  of  the 
case  may  be  sufficient. 

Manus  M'Gowan,  (private  in  the  19th  regiment  of  foot),  a 
stout  plethoric  man,  aged  22,  of  a  fair  complexion,  was  received 
^nto  hospital  at  ColumlK)  on  the  evening  of  the  28th  May  180$, 
with  a  wound  from  a  musket-shot  through  the  dbow-joint,  which 
he  had  inflicted  on  himself  in  a  fit  of  drunkenness  and  jealousy. 
The  bones  appeared  to  be  shattered,  and  the  wound  was  such  as 
would  have  justified  immediate  amputation;  but  the  patiepthaving . 
ja  convulsive  affection  of  the  lower  jaw  and  back,  it  was  feared  he 

*  Mr  Leath,  who  is  now  surgeon  of  his  Majesty's  4th  Ceylon  re- 
giment, and  lately  arrived  in  England  on  furlough,  also  saw  the  ease 
©f  the  artillery  man  treated  successfully  by  Mr  Scratchley,  and  re- 
ferred to  above,  which  he  represents  as  almost  the  counterpart  of 
M*Gowan^s  case,  as  to  symptoms,  duration,  and  treatment;  with, 
this  dtiference,  that  the  wound  in  the  artillery-man  was  only  a  sligl^ 
c^ptused  wound  on  the  forehead  and  nose» 

IM  Jnne,  181%. 
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migbt  bire  died  .durins  the  apertHiaji,  which  wat  therefore  de- 
ferred, and  an  opiate  given. 

Nest  morning  he  was  to  perfectly  Iree  from  spasm,  ptrin,  or 
fever,  that  it  was  hoped  the  arm  might  have  been  saved,  and  hi^ 
wound  went  on  wdU  till  the  evening  of  the  isth  June,  whrn  he 
WIS  seized  with  symptoms  of  tetknirs,  irr  consequence  of  which 
kndanum  was  given  with  some  relief,  and  smpotation  proposed^ 
which  he  declined. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th,  when  I  first  saw  him  after  th« 
accessionofthetetsnicsjmptoms,  the  stiffness  of  the 
i^,fiiil  doses  of  laudanum  were  ordered,  and  at  9  A. 
ounces  of  blood  were  taken  from  the  arm,  but  witho 
lief.  At  1 1  A.  M.  the  symptoms  increasing,  and  t 
arm  occasioning  very  great  pain,  it  was  removed  at 
qne«t;  iEomediately  after  which,  his  pul^e  sunk  from 
attd  he  expressed  himself  as  having  derived  great  ei 
qnence  of  the  operation. 

'  The  tetanic  symptoms  however  continued  unal 
tht^' increased,  as,  besides  stiffness  of  the  jaw,  a 
tended  with  rigidity  of  the  muscles,  he  complai: 
wards  the  ribs  and  epieastrium,  difficulty  of  bre 
tention  of  stools  and  urme.  Laudanum  was  now 
ly,  with  nitrous  eether,  and  the  warm  bath  empk 
to  the.  urgency  of  the  ^mptoms.  These  havinji 
Ob  the  )7th  and  19th  of  Jime,  tbe  doses  of  lauda 
at  greater  intervals ;  but  an  increase  pf  the  symp 
thb^hudannm  was  gradually  increased  from  the  li 
when  the  dose  was  '2-^  drachms  every  two  hours, 
quantity  of  nitrous  eether.  On  the  3d  of  July,  tl 
further  increased  to  H  drachms,  making  3  ounc 
«sch  daily,  which  was  continued  with  little  vi 
14th  of  July,  with  the  frequent  use  of  the  warm 
306  of  Fahrenheit,  which  last  always  seemed  to 

After  the  l*th  of  July,  the  dose  of  the  opiate  was  gradualfy 
diminished,  and  at  the  end  of  that  month  he  was  convalescent, 
and  only  took  an  anodyne  at  night.  Early  in  September,  his 
■tomp  being  healed,  he  was  discharged  cured,  and  remains  we)f. 
The  laudanum  in  the  first  instance  occssianed  great  stupor 
and  drowsiness ;  but  this  effect  after  a  time  wore  off,  although 
the  dose  Was  aftermirds  greatly  increased. 

Mercury  was  also  given,  and  gently  affected  the  mouth,  but 
appear^  to  have  Ihlle  or  no  efFeci  in  diniinisliirg  the  rigidity 
of  the  muscles,  which  was  always  somewhat  Imsened  by  ihjs 
warn)  bath,  in  which  he  was  gsQerally  kept  fcr  abcut  half  au 
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1iQinr»  wfam-be  conj^liiiied  of  ftwtnjifj  mQn  I^^M^  I^Hftev 
tion. 

.  Purgatives  and  iojectiona'wcfre  ^Ua  giveQ  to  proenre  8topb» 
and  dimiDisb  irritation  i  but  the  tfttanio  ^ympUms  w^^  fini/^tif 
l^ept  under,  and  finally  remov^,  chie^v  by  th^  iii0fmu9e  of  dit 
opium,  as  the  symptoms  were  iPQre  tbiM^  mcf;  incMlied  tn 
a  small  diminution  of  the  dof^t  or  inopmaquenea  of  4t  being 
given  at  longer  intervals. 

,  The  quanti^  of  laodaimm  girep  ip  the  eomve  P^  49  di!7% 
from  the  13th  June  to  the  2^th  Julyi  wm  ^9  om^m  44dr«ohm% 
which  was  <^  the  best  quality,  from  the  Army  Wim9ltmy%  81 
drops  of  it  answering  as  an  anodyne  i^  ordinary  caset* ,  XvmH 
^antity  of  opium  was  also  pccasi^naHy  rubb^  m  with  pierraf 
nal  ointment  and  camphor.  , 

The  nature  of  the  original  wound  was,  in  this  (mh  ^^^  it 
imperiously  to  call  for  amputation,  independent  pf  the  tetiyrfo  $£» 
fection,  the  bones  6{  the  joint  being  mm^  diattered,  aqd  tM  INH 
moval  i^  such  a  souix»  <^  irritation  evidently  lowered  ^  pplse ; 
but  I  have  my  doubts  whether  this  case,  though  sqcee^^bl,  ih^|^ 
to  induce  us  to  adopt  amputation  as  a  remedy  in  tftanus,  wiiepf 
the  original  wound  is  of  a  slighter  nature  than  that  comeqiwil 
on  amputation* 

A  few  wedcs  previously  to  the  ocf^^renqe  oi  this  qiie»  .ve  Imi4 
three  others  of  tetanus  in  the  hospital  at  ColupibPi  from  amwgPt 
fhe  men  wounded  in  the  action  )ietwe^  the  §i  jpiqt^iam  9m4> 
Fiedmontese  frigates. 

The  first  was  from  a  dreadfiil  wound  in  the  sh9u}dei4PQrt» 
which  must  of  itself  have  proved  £stal,  and  little  wvHd  be  (toii» 

The  second  arose  from  a  slight  wound  in  the  foot,  anfi  waa 
rapid  in  its  progress,  terminating  filtal)y  in  three  days,  ahhoHg^ 
the  mouth  was  affected  with  mer<?ury,  cold  a^Moii  vmif  aii4 
opium  given  to  the  extent  pf  4^  grains  dail^^* 

In  the  third,  which  occurred  in  an  £^gfish  sailo^,  laametf 
Wakefield,  who  had  his  arm  amputated,  ana  also  a  fisaet^M^  in 
the  OS  humeri,  the  patient  lived  about  ten  days  after  the  aooii,* 
sion  pf  the  tetanic  symptoms;  and  at  pne  time  the  disease  sepw>o| 
mitigated,  and  arrested  in  its  progress,  although,  in  the  end»  ^ 
case  terminated  fatally* 

The  remedies  employed  were,  firatt  mercury,  which  spod  f(* 
fected  the  mouth,  b^  seemed  to  produee  htde  eS^  on  tW 
symptoms;  secondly,  opium  given  in  large  doses,  both  in  a  solid 
and  liquid  form,  and  aJsp  rubbed  in  upon  the  throat  and  jfl^w% 
which  produced  stupor,  drowsiness,  and  a  considerable  dimina^ 
tion  of  the  symptoms  i  thirdly,  cold  affusipn  2  |u^d,  laUe^ ly>  tbt 
warm  bath. 


-MJ&  Dr  C3aktk on  the  Cure  ^  T^mm.  4U& 

The  ^eet  of  cold  afibston  in  these  cases  was,  to  prodace  a 
considerable  shock,  succeeded  by  perspiration,  and  some  de^^ree 
of  reiaxfttion  of  the  jaw  and  other  muscles  afiected  with  rigidity  ; 
but  this  relief  lasted  for  a  few  miAutes  only,  and,  on  the  whoie^ 
X  think  the  warm  batli  had  a  more  permanent  diect  in  alleviat* 
iMtbesyiDptonu.    . 

vV^akeiield,  after  a  timcu  refused  to  submit  to  cold  affusion,  or 
take  his  piUs  c^  opium,  when  laudanum  was  substituted,  and  was 
Bt0O9  time  giv^nto  the  extent  of  12  drac^hms  datlv,  besides  fij^?- 
tioos  qS  ofuum  with  mercurial  ointment*  The  nigbt  before  hit 
dHith  Jie  was  unusually  easy;  but  at  1 1  A.  M.  of  the  30th  March^ 
I^  w«t  seia^  withfaiotuess,  hiccup,  and  loss  of  speech,  attended 
wilh  40  eutijre  relaxation  ox  the  jaw,  and  in  an  hour  afterwards 
eocpired.  Injections  and  purgatiTes  were  given  when  indicated 
thtolig^OMt  tJ»e  course  of  the  disease,  whidi  was  attended  with 
an  irn^uiar  state  of  the  bowels ;  and  wine,  so«ps,  and  sago,  were 
liberally  giren,  with  a  view  to  support  Jij^  strength*  ^ 

^  I  have  bad'occasioii  to  treat  a  case  of  tetanus  consequent  on 
panluriiiany  which  tlie  native  practitioners  of  Ceylon  inform  m^ 
m  li0t  an  oofrequent  occurrence  here ;  and  although  I  do  not  re-^ 
•oUeet  to  have  read,  or  before  heard  of  the  occurrence  of  teta- 
nus, dufing,  or  after  labour,  it  does  not  seem  extraordinary  that 
ftiiil$  <4i^NUe,  which  is  frequ^tly  produced  by  a  very  trifling 
vottudy  parlicularly.  in  tropical  climates,  should  take  place  after 
pmii^wn^oUf  whif;b  pften  occasions  great  injury  to  the  parts  con* 
c^med. 

^  The  paticpU  I  saw  was  a  heaUhy  young  woman  of  the  Portu* 
gnese  oast,  who,  two  days  after  defivery  of  her  first  child,  was 
araed  with  rigidity  of  the  jaw,  and  other  symptoms  <^  tetanus. 
Tbe  native  doctors  and  nudwives  immediately  pronounced  her 
Hieur#t^«  and  their  predictions  were  fulfilled ;  although,  in  con-* 
sequence  of  my  directions,  mercury,  opium,,  and  the  warm^batfaf 
ima^fi^y  empk)yed,  with  temporary,  but  fallacious  relief. 
,  The  numbers  of  fatal  cases  of  tetanus  from  wounds,  which  I 
luLwe  seen,  or  have  been  officially  reported  to  me  as  superinten-* 
damt  of  hospitals  in  Ceylon,  may,  I  think,  amount  to  twelve ; 
wad  {  recoBect  havim;  treated  uhjlt  cases  of.  tetanus  widiout  any 
fround)  two  of  which  did  well. 

The  occurrence  of  locked-jaw  in  horses,  after  the  operation 
of  docking  the  tail,  is  frequent  in  Ceylon ;  and  after  the  disease 
was  once  formed  irom  this  caftae,  I  hawe-never  known  an  instance 
•tif  recovery,  althoi^gh  I  have  aeen,  purgatives,  opium^  and  the 
€oU  bath  very  ft-eely  employed. 
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VI. 

pr  Adamses  Answer  to  Mr  Eomonstone,  respecting  the  Vene^  . 

real  Disease  at  Olaheite. 

Tj^vERY  inquirer  after  truth  must  be  pleased  iH^en  he  meets  > 
-^  with  objections  to  his  opinions  candidly  stated ;  and  to  leave 
lliein  unanswered  may  argue  disrespect  to  his  antf^nist.  In 
noticing,  however,  Mr  Edmonstone's  remarks,  which  make  the 
|u*st  article  of  your  last  Number,  yon  must  aDow  me  to  begin 
with  expressing  a  wish  that  one  quotation  frmn  roe  had  been 
given  more  at  large,  and  one  expression  of  his  own  had  beat 
omitted. 

.  Mr  Edmonstone's  words  are— 

.  "  To  this  conclusion  (of  Mr  Wilson's)  Dr  Adams  not  only 
fully  assents,  but  founds  on  it  various  reasonings  of  his  owiHr; 
ana  expresses  his  regret  that  Mr  Hunter  should  have  allowed 
himself  to  reason  *^  on  data  so  ill  established  as  the  SoUthrSea  dis* 
€ase^  '* 

I  do  not  recollect  any  reasonings  of  my  own  founded  on  Mf 
\Viison's  conclusions,  unless  a  few  reflections  on  the  improved 
accuracy  introduced  by  Mr  Hunter,  and  on  the  importance  of 
piinute  description,  can  be  called  such.  Still  less  was  it  my  in-« 
tention  to  accuse  Mr  Hunter  of  reasoning  on  insufficient  data, 
when  1  express  a  wish  that  he  had  not  availed  himself  of  an 
unnecessary  inference  from  an  ill-ascertained  fact.  The  di£fer« 
ence  is  no  otherwise  important  than  lest  it  should  lead  the  readei' 
to  suppose  that  the  truth  of  any  of  Mr  Hunter's  doctrines  dc-» 
pends  on  an  ill-ascertained  datum.  ^ 

The  expression  of  Mr  Edmonstone's,  which  I  could  wish  had 
been  omitted,  and  which  I  am  sure  he  will  be  ready  to  correct, 
is  as  follows:  **  The  opinion  promulgated  by  Mr  Wilson,  and 
so  pertinacioiislj/  insisted  on  by  Dr  Adams. "  Now,  as  Mr  Ed- 
mon stone  is  the  first  person  who  has  given  me  an  opportunity 
of  defending  Mr  Wilson,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  charge 
of  pertinacity/  is  at  least  premature. 


♦  The  words  are,  **  When  Mr  Huiiter  has  so  tnoxiy  proofs  that  the 
itvojbrms  of  the  disease  might  be  excited  by  the  same  (natter,  we  can- 
not but  lament  he  should  have  attempted  an  inference  from  data  so  ill* 
established  as  the  South  Sea  disease. " — Mr  Hunter  on  the  Venereal 
Disease,  Dr  Adams's  edition,  8vo»  p«  37* 


*     •        •  •     *  *  '  i        ♦     **■ 
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.  In  all  other  respects^  Mr  IJdmonstone's- remarks  ^re  unexcep- 
iionably  candid.  The  principal  questipn  seeriis,  Whether  Ml^ 
Wilson  was  has^  in  deciding,  becixuse  he  could  not  discover  the 
true  character  of  lues  venerea  during  his  stay  at  Otaheite  i  thaff 
therefore  it  AxA  not  then,  nor  ever  had,  existed  on .  the  island  r 
On  this  subject,  as  Mr  Wilson  is  probably  engaged  in  the  ser- 
vice of  hia  country^  t  shall  offer  a  fe#  word^  in  our  joint  de^ 
fence. 

First,  tt  will  be  admitted,  that  tne  missionaries,  then,  and  for 
tome  time  resid^t  in  Otaheite,  not  only  asserted  tne  prevalence 
of  the  disease  among  the  natives,  but  snowed  Mr  Wilson  their' 
eases.^  -^Tliese,'  after  a  careful  examination,  he  wa^  convineed 
^ere  not  venereal.  He  examined  also  a  number  of  others,  which 
the  iskndel's  asserted  were  derived  from  the  sTame  source,  and  his 
conviction  was^  strei^thened.  rie  next  enters  into  an  account 
of  the  diseases  which  ne  saw ;  endeavours  to  trace  their  probable' 
jBOurces ;  and  also  of  the  decreased  population  of  the  island  i  m 
all  which  he  appears  to  me  to  write  with  equal  judgment,  per- 
^icuity,  and  candour. 

Mr  Edmonstoiie  next  expresses  the  danger  £o  which  medicat 
evidence  would  be  exposed,  were  we  to  admit  of  Mr  Wilson's 
conclusion.  .  But  if  medical  evidence  were  admitted  with  great-^ 
er  caution,  would  it  not  lead  to  a  greater  accuracy  in  the  de« 
ascription  of  diseases  t 

"  Were  an  intelligent  medical  traveller,  returning  from  a  dis- 
tant country, "  adds  Mr  Edmonstonc,  ^<  to  relate  that  he  had 
seen  many  labouring  under  small- poix,  measles,  hooping-cough^' 
er  other  well-known  diseases.,  no  person,  I  apprehend^  would  be 
inclined  to  doubt  the  truth  of  the  relation-,  merely  because  he  had 
failed  to  describe  the  characteristic  symptoms  of  these  diseases.'* 
To  this  it  may  be  answered,  that  were  the  subject  of  either  of 
these  diseases  a  matter  of  controversy,  it  is  probable  that  the 
distinguishing  characteristics  would  be  required.  Have  we  not 
heard  much  disagreement  among  well-informed  prattitipners, 

•  concerning  some  cases  of  small- pox  which  have  appeared  after* 
Vaccination  ?  Is  there  not  reason  to  believe,  that  measles  aie 
often  confounded  wilh  scarlatina  ?  And  if  ^  dispute  «hould  ever 
arise  concerning  the  introduction  of  hooping-cough  into  any  ne«^ 

*  jfcociety,  would  it"  not  first  be  required,  that  all  the  diagnostic 
symptoms  which  distinguish  hooping  from  other  violent  coughs^ 
should  be  ascertained  ? 

**  Still  less, "  adds  Mr  Edmonstone,  "  is  there  dause  foi^ 
scepticism,  where  those  who  lay  claim  to  ouf  confidence  are 
known  to  have  been  persons  of  skill  and  veracity,  selected  for 
ih«?e5cpress  purpose  of  Superintending- the  medical  department- of^ 

VOi-  vni.  Ko.  32.  B  d 


*18     IhABixABtoVttdmtmaiat^  Odi 

Ae  dtfbmit  Toyages. "  I  conceiTe  Mr  Wilson  would  be  very 
unwilling  to  question  the  skill  or  veracity  of  those  gentlemeo* 
But  may  we  not  ask,  were  the  phenomena  and  laws  of  the  vene- 
]Oeal  disease  as  well  established  m  their  days  as  when  Mr  Wil- 
son visited  the  island  ?  Mr  HunteTt  who  first  tai«|;ht  us  thi$ 
accurate  discrimination,  published  his  treatise  several  vears  af- 
ter the  world  was  deprives  of  Captain  Cook.  His  iellow-voy* 
i^rsi  therefore,  might  not  be  aware  of  the  various  appearsincesy 
which,  before  Mr  Hunter,  were  confounded  with  tnis^  prc^'- 
Jbrm  disease,  as  it  was  too  often  called,  even  by  some  respect- 
Ale  writers. 

Though  Mr  Hunter's  work  has  been  translated  into  French| 
yet  it  is  probable  that  the  obscurity  of  his  language,  even  in  his 
own  tongue,  is  much  increased  in  the  transmtion.  To  this  we 
fliay  impute  the  very  defective  manner  in  which  the  medical  peo* 

Ele  on  tne  continent  still  write  of  venereal  maladies.  They  have 
owever  the  merit  of  describing  what  they  see ;  and  by  this  de- 
scription it  is  impossible  not  to  suspect  that  the  diseases  mention- 
ed by  Dr  Roliin,  M.  de  la  Peyrouse's  surgeon,  are  not  Venered. 
In  one  place,  we  meet  with  •♦  hoboes,  which,  suppurating,  leave 
cicatrices. "  *  That  these  baboes  should  cicatrize  without  the 
tise  of  the  only  remedy  with  which  we  can  cure  ven^eal  symp- 
toms in  England,  leaves  a  fair  presumption,  that  such  tumours 
or  abscesses  were  considered  venereal,  merely  because  they  oc* 
inirred  in  suspicious  parts.  The  other  symptoms  are  so  uncer- 
tain, that  they  would  not,  I  am  persuaded,  be  satisfactory  to  ^ 
wdl^  educated  English  surgeon  of  the  present  day. 

Mr  Edmonstone  afterwards  remarks,  that  Mr  Wilson  would 
have  cause  to  consider  himself  as  disrespectfully  tr^ted,  if  any 
writer  should  doubt  the  existence  of  fever,  dysentery,  rheuma- 
tism, phthisis,  or  elephantiasis,  all  of  which  that  gentlieman  has 
spoken  of  as  existing  in  the  island,  without  descriUng  any  ci 
tneir  symptom^.  In  answer  to  this,  it  may  be  urged,  that  the 
symptoms  of  the  four  first  mentioned  diseases  are  too  well  mark- 
ed to  require  any  enumeration  for  general  purposes.  Should 
Mr  Wilson  be  called  upon  to  explain  himself  relative  to  ele- 
phantiasis, we  cannot  doubt  that  he  would  readily  do  so,  as  fiir 
as  his  notes  and  memorywould  enable  him.  in  this  manner 
your  correspondent,  Mr  Christie,  medical  superintendant-gene- 
tat  of  Ceylon,  has  thought  it  right  to  explain  himself  on  ele- 
phanttasis,  by  referring  to  another  author,  when  he  wished  C# 


<  »tf  ■ 


*  La  Peyrouse's  Voyage,  Vol.  III.  p.  17S  of  the  TranslaCo©. 


establish  ft  pdtm  mlAch  he  omeeiveii  tbaght  he  impcntiiBt  t6  hii 

I  hope  I  ihidl  hot  be  mu|>ected  of  undenraluijQg  Mr  Edmao^ 
'  ttone*8  TfUmaiki  by  any  thing  I  baip«  said.    They  appear  lo  m# 
▼ery  reasoiiaMe^  and  jfsriitmttly  uaefid^  aa  they  enfotee  the  Mh 
cessity  of  aeourate  discriiniiialioB.  ; 
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Zeiter  to  As'Tlet  CooPEk>  Esq.  ori  i%e  (Me  of  Cmved  SpiHi^ 
By  B.  G.  BuRRouaHS^  Esq.  Surgeon,  Clifton* 

nPHEBS  is  a  practice  latelly  initro^ii^  in  scrofulous  affectiosii 
^  of  the  joints^  mor0  particularly  c(  the  ^pine,  recommend^ 
jed  by  some  surgeons,  which  is  so  widdy  difierent  from  the  on^ 
jrecommended  in  your  public  leetores,  ttiat  it  would  be  serving 
£ke  public  very  much  to  have  the  prcmriety  of  this  practice  at- 
eertttned  i  mi  I  think.  Sir,  you  will  ieel  little  hesitation  in  ginH 
log  your  opimon  on  il,  when  I  assure  you  th^  interests  of  hi»« 
mamty  aie  very  miich  eoecerned  in  it.  I  have  heard  of  piltiengca 
aa  Uttte  oat  of  health  when  they  have  been  put  on  this  treit« 
Qient,  that  it  has  almost  escaped  the  observation  of  their  friends^ 
Mid  have  afterwards  h^rd  almost  uniformly  of  their  jgradually 
declining  state.  The  disease,  and  the  practice  to  wmch  l^U 
lude,  Md  to  which  I  beg  to  call  your  attention,  are  briefly 
these-'-tn  scrofulous  affections  <^  the  upine,  be  the  degree  of 
disease  there  what  it  may»  whether  curvature  merely  from  debi* 
lity  of  the  system,  or  from  more  serious  injury  to  the  vertef^/ce, 
stul,  as  &r  as  I  can  learn,  the  same  practice  is  pursued  i  name-^ 
ly,  the  patients  ^re  confined  entirely  to  a  horizontal  posture  on 
n  mattifess,  placed. on  a  machine  coiUrived  for  tbepurpose^  which 
they  are  ntver  to  quit,  even  for  their  meals,  for  perhaps  a 
twdvemoath,  and  aomelimes  ekfhteen  months  or  more^  or  as 
long  as  it  is  supposed  that  the  q^ease  will  require  such  a  posi*^ 
tipn.  The  theory  given  for  this  treatment  I  have  understood  ist 
that  as  diseases  of  tne  spine  are  generally  supposed  to  arise  from 

*  See  £(k  Med.  JoumaU  Vol.  V.  p*  ^00,  a<tfe» 
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^etknkuj  that  a  plan  which  will  take  off  the  pressure  of  the 
aupenneumbent  parts  until  they  become  stronger,  wiH  qure  the 
^^Mresent,  find  prevent  any  future  d^ntnity  i  bi)t  thi^  mode  of 
proceeding,  as  far  as  it  has  cotie  within  my  coypeizance,  has 
4Men  attended/ wkh  great  misery  to  the  patient,  and  proved  very 
unsuccessful.     Indeed  I  think  it  may  also  be  shown,  from  the&ir 
exercise  of  the  judgment,  that  a  systtm  whith  goes  to  the  com- 
plete exclusion  of  air  and  exercise  to  a  young  subject  for  a  dis- 
ease of  debility,  cannot  be  right ;  and  I  am  very  much  induced  to 
"^fietteve  that  it  may  be  shown  to  be  impr(^>er  in  both  the  kinds 
of  distortion  for  which  it  is  employed,  namely,  in  the  one  aris* 
ing  from  weakness  only,   ana  in^the  other  proceeding  from 
destruction  of  the  bones.     Willi  the  spinal  affection  prodno- 
ing  curvature,  arising  from  weakness,  and  unattended  with  dis- 
Di^ganiaatioB^  do  not  the*  phenomena  of  rachitis  bear  a  great  ai|« 
'afogy,  having  its  origin  generally  in  a  certain  condition  of  tine 
alimenttfify  canal  anamesenteric  glands,  and  now-a-days  const* 
dered  as  a  true  scrc^ulous  disease  ?   Now,  what  is  the  treatment 
liere?  Is  it  not  truly  the  reverse  of  the  one  mentioned  above  2  and 
perhaps  for  the  same  disease.    The  little  patient  in  r&chiria^ 
aflef  crae  attention  to  the  aKmetitary  canal  and  me6enteriegiand% 
is  not  condemned  to  the  house,  to  lie  on  its  back  for  roosthaiy 
and  forbid  to  use  its  limbs^  but  recommended  dry  air^  exercise, 
and  nourishment ;  and  the  moi^ethe  child  is  allowed  to  runabout 
wild*  to  use  the  language  in  one  of  your  lectures,  the  bettev. 
'The  success  of  diis  treatment  is  well  known,  not  to  the  fist> 
culty  only,  but  to  the  mother  of  every  laige  fiimiiy ;-  nor  can  I 
conceive  how  any  disease,  sd.ld  to  arise  from  debility,  i^  to  be 
cured  by  any  other  plan,  or  how  musdes  are  to  become  ved  and 
strong  without  exercise.    Let  us  next  see  how  fkr  the  recuse 
bent  posture  and  no  exercise  will  sudbeed,  where  some  portion 
of  the  vertebra  has  become  diestroyed  by  absorption.    You  re- 
mark in  one  of  your  lectures,  •*  should  a  patient  recover  in  this 
stale  of  disease,  an  ^cbyk)sis  of  the  spine  is  the  consequence;:'* 
and  you  ftirther  remark,  that  perhaps  the  favourable  teifminalioa 
of  tlie  complaint,  in  this  manner,  is  more  fairiy  attributed  to  riae 
operations  of  nature,  than  to  the  efficacy  of  issues,  caustira,  &c« 
so  much  recommended  in  this  state  of  disease.     Bat  what  ase 
more  immediately  to  my  purpose,  are  your  observatrons  on  the 
impropriety  of  tne  use  of  machines  in  the  above  diseases^  and 
•  in  confirmation  of  your  opinion  here,  you  give  two  diagrams^ 
illustrative  of  two  circumstances,  the  one  a  curvajure  of  tbe 
spine  cured  by  anchylosis,  the  other,  the  condition  of  the  spine 
^  where  such  ai\  effect  has  been  prevenCed  by  the  use  of  insuik* 
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ments.    Tlie  following  k  an  humble  imitation  of  tJie  diftgnune 
«ubmitted  to  your  pupils  in  your  public  lectures.  i 


\ 
f 


Cure  of  the  spine  by  anchylosif. 


The  cure  of  the  spine  interrupted  by 
t  iiretting  iostruments,  ^d  the  Mxd^ 
>of  bones  prevented. 


As,  tberefoarey  our  only  hope  of  cure  in  this  description  €^  di^ 
•ease  depends  on  an  anchylosis  of  the  vertebree,  in  wbidi  case  the 
"Curve  will  be  outward,  as  shown  above,  and  which,  as  yeu  state^ 
will  be  preveitted  when  instruments  are  used  by  pressing  on  the 
curve,  and  forcing  the,  otherwise,  uniting  points  of  the  "vertebrsb 
from  each  other.  Now,  Sir,  I  wish  to  know  whether  the  systen^ 
of  the  reumbent  posture,  as  before  stated,  may  not  be  improper 
in  this  kind  of  disease  also,  as  well  as  in  the  former  ?  for  it  apu 
jpears  very  likely  to  me,  by  keeping  the  back  constantly  extend- 
ed, both  to  prevent  what  you  have  called  here  the  necessary  cuiv 
mature,  and  the  union  of  the  bones,  without  which,  agreeably 
to  your  ideas,  there  can  be  no  hope  of  saving  the  patient. 

Your  opinion  of  the  practice  wnich  I  have  here  submitted  to 
jrour  consideration,  is  solicited  with  more  than  usual  earnest- 
ness ;  for  it  is  really  melancholy  to  see  a  pocnr  young  creature 
stretched  constantly*  for  many  months  together,  witnouC  ever 
^ing  su:il^ed  to  nse,  and  that  too  at  a  period  of  life  when  a 
constant  «tate  of  inaction  must  prove  to  be  the  greatest  affliction^ 
l)utf  on  the  other  hand,  if  these  diseases  do  really  require  «uck 
treatment;,   then,  of  course,   the  unfortunate  victims  to  them 
must  submit.    But  as  I  have  my  doubts  of  the  propriety  of  the 
treatment  under  many  circumstances  of  the  diseases  for  which  it 
is  at  pi'esent  4ised«  and  more  particidarly  to  the  extent  to  which 
4t  is  carried  under  any  form  of  thesecomp^aints,  though  in  some 
one  of  them^  perhaps,  under  certain  Kmitatiops,  it  might  be 
more  advantageous,    I  thought  I  could  not  satisfy  my  owa 
feelings,  nor  serve  the  community  and  profession  more  essen« 
;tial]y,  than  bv  eliciting  your  opinion  u|>on  a  practice  so  im- 
^rtant,  whicn  is  daily  carried  into  execution,  and  is,  therefore, 
.either  doing  much  goody  or  proying  to  be  one  of  those  vnfociiu- 


Hate  experiments  in  medical  sciefaoe  whidk  nunbers  wiD  ban 
cause  to  deplore. 
Mall^  Clifton,  My  I.  1812. 
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VIII. 

Observations  on  the  Yettow-Fever  of  New  York  in  1803.  By 
Alexavdeb  Rambay,  M.  D.  Lecturer  on  Anatomy  and  Soi^ 
gery,  Edinburgh. 

"^llrrHEN  I  visited  New  York  in  180S,  I  found  physicians  un- 
^^     decided  respecting  the  nature  of  yellow-fever  in  every  re- 

Sfectf  as  well  as  the  seat  of  black  vomit;  and  the  opinions  of  Dr 
ancrofty  on  the  authority  of  the  ingenious  Dr  F'hysic  of  Phila- 
^e]ph]a>  noticed  in  your  Journal  of  July  last,  pages  326  and  327, 
j«eem  so  different  from  those  cases  which  came  under  my  inspec- 
•tioti  in  1803,  that  I  think  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  your  readers 
t$he  appearmices  of  that  year. 

The  malady  seemed  to  be  viewed  as  of  a  highly  malign  type ; 
as  it  was  req)(oned  (from  the  best  information  1  could  come  at) 
that  half  of  the  population  fled  from  the  city.  Broad- Way  seem-p 
-ed  for  some  time  the  onhr  street  entirety  open ;  many  were  par- 
tiaUy,  or  mych  deserted;  and  places  of  worship  vvere  shut  up. 
The  symptoms  were  ^uch  as  autnors  have  so  often  correctly  stat« 
-ed,  that  1  need  not  enumerate  them.  Perhaps  some  Europeaii 
readers  may  not  have  heard  of  those  (vulgarly  named  walking* 
leases.)  The  person  appears  yellow,  is  listless,  often  seemingly  in 
|i  state  of  fatuity.  Sometime  you  cannpt  attract  his  attention  by 
^addressing  yourself  to  him.  He  walks  about,  without  design, 
jirom  place  to  place,  and,  in  a  moment,  occasionally  drops  lifeless 
to  the  ground,  without  any  previous  symptom  to  warn  attend* 
iints.  I  continued  for  some  time  in  the  hospital  of  Bellevue,  that 
I  might  notice  the  symptoms,  treatment,  find  appearances  after 
lleath.  I  selected  pases  of  those  who  fell  in  the  black  vomit  and 
fitool,  as  well  as  the  bloody  vomit  and  stool.     They  were  as  foDow, 

This  year,  in  the  first  stage,  the  liver  seemed  always  the  highly 
diseased  organ.  The  state  of  the  stomach  partook  of  the  morbid 
type,  which  in  general  characterizes  this  viscus,  not  only  in  fever 
p(  a  common  kind,  (where  bl&ek  vomit  is  not  expected),  but  ma* 
ny  other  maladies.  The  inflammation  was,  in  some  cases,  much 
less  than  could  be  expected,  and  only  such  as  might  be^  looked 
fpr,  Fhere  §o  much  iiritation  was  excited  by  the  regurgitation  of 
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the  black  matter  from  the  daodenum.  The  same  matter  as  filled 
the  biliary  ducts  in  the  substance  of  the  liver,  was  likewise  traced 
in  the  gall-bladder,  stomach,  duodeaum,  and  intestinal  tube. 
The  continual  flow  of  this  Uack  matter  through  llie  intestinal 
canaJ,  seemed  to  occasion  great  indammation  in  the  viscera,  with 
often  abrasions  of  the  inner  coat.  I  am  induced  to  overlook  the 
spasmodic  oontradiuns  of  the  intestines,  as  they  often  are  affeo- 
tions  by  no  means  peculiar  to  this  more  than  other  diseases. 
I  find,  from  several  observations,  that  what  laay  be  viewed  as  scr 
rious  cases  of  intus-susceptio,  are  often  efiecta  arising  is  artictdo 
mortis,  in  all  maladies. 

when  black  vomit  and  stool  fiuled  to  yieJd  to  remedies,  tbe 
firesages  of  bJoodj  vomit  and  stool  occasionally  made  their  ajh- 
pearance,  vie.  hsemorrhage  of  the  gums,  eyelids,  and  nostrils;  this 
vfOA  succeeded  by  the  tdoody  vomit  and  stool.    This  stage  partly 
«ccQrds  with  Dr  Physic's  observations,  being  cntirdy  a  rupture 
of  the  gastric  and  meeenteric  arteries,  attend 
the  villous  coat  of  the  stomach  in  particuiii 
fieemed  very  different  from  the  matter  of  bla< 
tny  observations  went,  ihe  bloody  st^;e  was 
the  hlack  stage:  this,  however,  might  be  ft 
mentioned  by  Dr  Physic,  witiiout  the  intervi 
fitage,  as  was  the  case  in  the  typhus  of  the  int 
lay  before  jour  readers  on  some  future  occasiun.     In  one  of  the 
worst  cases,  the  Momach  was  contracted  to  the  diameter  cum- 
iQonly  assumed  by  the  transverse  colon,  which  some,  a  priori^ 
^ould  not  ex|>ect  in  a  state  <iS  system  so  completely  exhaui'ied  j 
t)ut  we  ought  to  recollect,  that  the  most  violent  actions,  as  coo- 
vuUions,  [unfortunately  ascribed  to  morbid  strength),  are  cuq- 
nected  with  the  highest  states  of  debility,  as  we  see  to  the  mo- 
Jnents  of  deadu 

Vapour-bath  was  our  most  cEFectual  means  of  allaying  the  con- 
tinual and  teaming  irritation  of  the  stomach.  As  water,  as  an  ex- 
ternal application,  in  a  warm  and  cold  state,  in  this  ;tnd  ether 
maladies,  seems  of  the  highest  importance,  I  shall  take  a  Ibtur? 
pppoTtuiiity  of  oSering  a  few  thoughts  on  tltese  topics. 

rhe  diseased  state  of  the  lymphatics  (which  seem.s  always  coa- 
necied  with  debility),  which  I  discovered  and  de^cribt-d  when  a 
pupil  of  tbe  celebrated  Mr  Cruickstianks  of  London,  was  liitec- 
ted  in  several  of  those  subjects  who  died  of  yellow- Kver.  I'liis 
consists  in  tbe  lymphatics  losipj;  tiicir  transparency  and  da»- 
ticiiy,  and  assuming  an  opake  and  inelastic  state.  In  pr.ijmr- 
4ioii  as  this  opacity  nicreases,  so  doe^  their  diiatation  and  ihick- 
eniiif^  of  the  codis:  the  utihty  of  the  valves  ceases;  cingf^u  >q 
takes  place.  When  such  vessels  suffer  coiiipreasjoii,  or  wiieii  they 
cease  at  any  lirne  to  be  HUed  with  iheir  conierils,  ihc  highly  ap- 
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fXxe  state  of  the  vasa  propria  occasions  accretion  of  the  inner 
jcoat,  and  obliteration  of  the  cavity,  by  which  the  regnlar  progress 
pf  the  lymph  is  prevented.  This  aflPection  of  the  lymphatics 
aeems  most  frequent  in  the  lungs,  and  not  unfrequently  in  the 
iliac  plexus.  It  seems  induced  by  any  and  all  debilitating  causes, 
especially  indiscreet  mercurial  applications  \  and  J  attribute  those 
I  met  with  in  America  to  this  cause,  as  mercury  is  the  incessant 
resort  of  practitioners  in  the  interior  of  t*hat  country.  I  believe 
much  harm  is  occasioned  to  the  general  constitution  by  the  in- 
discriminate use  of  this  medicine,  in  the  norihern  state*  in  par- 
ticular ;  and  I  was  pleased  (and  indeed  honoured)  to  find,  that 
the  opinions  of  the  highly  respectable  Dr  Saunders  of  London, 

?orresponded  with  the  notions  I  had  given  (in  the  Colleges  of 
Jew  lork,  &c.)  in  his  late  judicious  remarks  on  this  very  sab- 
feet.  This  affection  of  the  lymphatic  system  (since  I  have  di- 
vulged it  to  practitioners)  seems  very  prevalent  in  all  parts  of 
the  human  body.  One  of  the  first  practitioners  in  midwifery  in 
Ix)ndon,  informed  me,  that  for  many  years  he  had  discovered 
the  appearances  mentioned  in  diseased  mammae,  but  till  then 
Was  at  a  loss  to  what  cause  to  ascribe  it.  In  indolent  tumours, 
jthis  seems  to  have  been  traced  as  the  foundation  of  the  evil.  * 

Th.e  notion  of  the  endemic  quality  of  yellow-fever,  seems  to 
^est  on  perhaps  negative  grounds.  There  was  no  disease  in 
Broad-  Way,  (a  wide  well-built  street),  possessed  by  wealthy  peo- 
ple ;  hence  a  few  inhabitants  in  a  large  given  space.  No  physi- 
cian, or  nurse,  not  even  strangers,  under  the  influence  of  icar^ 
who  visited  me  in  the  dissectingrroopi  at  the  hospital,  three  mile^ 
from  town,  ^ere  attacked  with  fever.  The  notion  of  dilution  can 
scarcely  be  admitted,  as  I  not  only  sat  by  the  bed,  three  days  and 
nights;  of  a  patient  in  one  of  the  worst  cases  (who  recovered), 
and  was  coptinu^Uy  in  the  nearest  contact  with  all  the  patient4 
Which  nursing  or  attendance  could  occasion,  yet  I  had  no  at- 
tack of  fever.  No  case,  howeyec  virulent,  taken  from  the  in- 
fected streets  to  the  country,  ever  conveyed  the  malady  to  attend- 
iants.  Old  people,  children,  (even  feeble  people  I  think),  escape 
ed  fever.  The  French  people,  though  long  resident,  and  the 
^egi  6,  lived  in  diseased  streets  with  impunity.  T}ie  disease 
rarred  in  narrc^w  streets  near  the  wharfs,  wnere  numbers  of  ilt- 
fed  and  irrqrular  people  were  crowded  together.  The  robust 
phiefly  were  sufferers. 

10,  Lffirmary  Street^  Ediiihurgh. 

-  I      -    ..  .^  .  - 

'^  Does  this  state  of  the  absorbents  account  for  the  large  thoracic 
|9uct  "given  by  Mr  Oruickshanks  in  his  work?  Dropsy  seeips  cou- 
"^ected  occasionally  with  the  morbid  appearances  mentioned* 
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IX.  : 

Case  of  PseudoSyphilis^  mth  Remarks.  By  William  Stephenw 
SON  Clark,  Surgeon,  York,  Member  of  the  Royal  College, 
of  Surgedns,  and  late  Resident-Surgeon  of  the  Lock-*Hospiw 
tal,  London. 

nnHE  object  of  the  present  paper,  is  not  to  present  to  the  public 
-*-,  a  specimen  of  any  thing  novel,  but  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
profession  to  a  very  iinportant  part  of  practice,  viz.  the  diseaseft 
resembling  syphilis.  The  parts  of  geoertition  are  subjected,  a*'' 
like  with  other  parts  of  the  human  body,  to  attacks  of  Inflam-^' 
tnation,  ulceration,  &c.  which  have  no  connexion  whatever, 
with  the  syphilitic  poison.  Long  before  ever  the  venereal  dis- 
ease appeared  in  the  world,  cases  are  related,  the  symptoms  of 
which  nearly  accorded  with  those  presenting  them^Ives  in  luea 
venerea  J  and  we  are  informed  that  the  paits  of  generation  were 
subject  to  discharges,  ulcerations,  warts,  phjrmo^s,  &c.  all  o£ 
which  possessed  nothing  of  the  true  syphilitic  character,  andf 
recovered  without  the  use  of  mercury.  Upon  this  subject  some 
additional  valuable  information  has  been  lately  given  to  the 
world,  particularly  by  those  two  eminent  practitioners,  Mr  Pear-J 
son  and  Mr  Abernethy ;  and  happy  would  It  be  for  mankind,  \T^ 
in  the  generial  treatment  of  this  disease,  a  due  and  cautious  in- 
vestigation of  its  progress,  character,  and  appearances,  was  first 
made,  before  its  treatment  was  determined  upon.  We  should  not 
then  be  witness  to  the  sad  ntimber  of  mutilated  victims,  who 
either  have  falleti  a  sacrifice  to  the  daring  attempts  of  an  igno- 
rant empiricism,  or  to  the  rash  adniinistration  of  the  mineral  spe** 
cific;  for  a  multitude  of  indisputable  proofs  might  be  adduced, 
that  ignorance  and  error  often  render  mercury  one  of  the  most 
precarious  and  mischievous  medicines  in  use.  Even  under  th^ 
niost  cautious  administration  of  that  medicine,  there  are  certain 
peculiarities  of  constitution,  where  its  irritating  qualities  predo- 
minate over  its  medical  ones,  and  where  the  mode  of  its  opera- 
tion seems  rather  calculated  to  distress  the  patieiu>  and  to  injure 
his  health,  than  to  remove  the  disease  for  which  it  is  exhibited  ; 
nay,  very  often  to  produce  symptoms  so  precisely  similar  to  those 
it  is  intended  to  remove,  that,  was  it  not  impossible  for  a  fresh 
order  of  venereal  symptoms  to  arise  while  the  system  was  powers 
fully  under  the  inpuence  of  a  specific  for  that  disease,  it  would 
be  concluded  tl^l  a  rapid  increase  of  all  the  venereal  symptoms 
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was  prc^^rcssively  taking  place.  This  would  Imply  som^ing  Hke 
a  palpable  coDtradiction  \  that  the  antidote  should  be  operating 
with  efficacy  to  cure  the  venereal  symptom  for  which  it  was  di- 
rected ;  while,  at  the  same  time,,  the  venereal  virus  was  proceed- 
ing to  contaminate  new  parts,  and  excite  new  appearances.  It 
may  weN,  therefore,  be  doubted,  whetlier  more  sacrifices  are  not 
Mraaally  made  to  the  injudicious  admini^tratioo  of  mercurvt  than 
to  all  the  combinec}  effects  of  the  morbiferoifs  poison.  The  fpl- 
lowing  case  will,  in  an  impei*fect  degree,  tenci  to  illustrate  the 
Subject  in  question,  and,  at^  the  same  time,  show  the  great  ne- 
cessity of  cautiously  abstaining  irom  pronouncing  too  positive  %% 
i)pinion  upon  the  nature  of  a  suspicious  case. 

I  was  consulted  some  time  ago  by  a  person  on  account  of  an 
f  xcoriation  on  the  side  of  the  prepuce.  The  history  of  the  case 
was  this : — His  health  had  been  tor  some  time  rather  impaired : 
in  the  early  part  of  January,  he  had  a  connexion.  From  thi% 
however,  no  visible  morbid  symptom  arose,  till  some  weeks  after^ 
when  a  slight  irritation  was  felt  upon  the  prepuce.  This  was 
spon  followed  by  a  sore,  extending  from  the  middle  of  the  left 
^de  of  the  prepuce,  to  the  fraenum,  and  succeeded  by  an  en- 
largement of  the  glands  in  each  groin.  Upon  viewing  accurate- 
]|y  the  sore,  the  surface  (^  which  exhibited  little  of  the  charao- 
leristic  marks  of  a  true  venereal  chancre,  and  paiticularly  attend* 
ing  to  iheprc^ess  of  the  case,  and  the  le^igth  of  tijne  that  had 
elapccd  between  the  connexion  and  the  appearance  of  the  sor^ 
X  pronounced  it  not  to  be  venereal,  and  directed  the  most  simple 
applications  to  be  made  use  of,  as  a  saturnine  lotion,  or  a  poul- 
tice of  milk  and  bread.  This  plan  was  tried  for  some  timo^ 
when  it  appearing  to  make  no  alteration,  at  least  for  the  better, 
I  recommended  a  mild  solution  of  calomel  in  lime-water,  which 
m  a  short  time  completely  hea]ed  it.  Nothing  now  whatever 
appeared  till  early  in  May,  when  I  was  again  C9n&ulted  bv  the 
same  jperson,  on  account  of  an  uneasiness  in  his  throat  Upon 
examining  the  tonsils,  I  distinctly  perceived  a  slight  ulceration 
on  each,  accompanied  with  a  degree  of  erysipelatous  redness. 
The  ulcerations  kept  gradually,  but  superficially,  spreading,  for 
about  a  week,  when  an  eruption  of  purple  spots  took  place  upon 
ithe  skin,  at  the  same  time  Uie  inguinal  glands  continuiug  gready 
enlarged.  Confident,  however,  partly  from  the  appearance  of  the 
primary  sore,  but  more  particularly  from  the  history  oii^^ progress^ 
that  it  waa  not  venereal,  I  recommended  the  use  of  mild  deter- 

Sent  gargles,  and  a  moderate  quantity  of  red  port  daily.  From 
lis  t^me  an  ^uniform  increase  of  the  symptoms  took  place;  the 
eruptions  became  more  vivid,  and  the  ulcerations  of  the  tonsils^ 
jUtbough  extensive  an4  slough  v^  ^^e^  did  not  appear  to  penetrate 
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Hxttp,  or  to  aasuin6  the  ihicken^  ragged  edge.    The  case  notr 
became  of  considerable  importance,  and  had  arrived  at  s  crisis 
which  rendered  it  necessary  for  some  additional  steps  to  be  pur- 
sued.    I  accordinglv  recommended  the  warm  bath,  which  was 
to  be  rqjeated  ds  mten  as  the  patient's  stl-edgth  would  permit, 
^nd  advised  a  plentiful  use  of  tfa^  Peruvian  bark,  together  wid| 
the  applicstioD  of  the  oxj'mel  «ruginis  to  the  tonsiia.     From 
this  period  to  the  beginning  of  July,  a  slow  and  almost  uninter- 
Tupted  progress  was  made.     The  ulcerations  had  extended  frona 
tbe  bHisils  np  the  inferior  -edge  of  tJie  velamen  palatinum,  at 
which  time  t^e  tonsils  assumed  a.  disposition  to  hesl,  but  agaiq 
quickly  olonrated.     No  benefit  b»vJHg  at  all  resulted  from  Hbfi 
Bietais  hitherto  made  use  of,  and  hi*  health  begihoinB  to  sufier^ 
I  determined  that  he  should  repair  into  the  country.     Theeymp- 
toms,  wbidi  bad  hitherto  been  characterized  by  a  vei'y  slow  prtH 
gresB,  now  assumed  a  much  more  rapid  increase ;  tlic  ulcerati<HM 
spread  on  one  side  of  tlie  velanXin  palatinum,  crossed  the  uvida, 
pnd  oompletdy  a^cted  the  other;  and  tl 
.tious  became  larger  and  more  univereall 
lioo,  however,  of  the  peculiar  character* 
atiU  supported  me  in  the  beli^,  th&t,  ftl 
poison  was  secreted  and  thrown  into  the 
essentiidly  di&rent  in  its  true  specifle 
nereal  poison.     In  this  opinion  I  had  si 
being  confirmed;  for  a  fortnight  had  m 
and  total  disappearance  of  the  6ruptton 
character  which  most  decidetfly  marks  tl 
tlie  genuine,  as  will  be  shorUy  observed 
base.     In  a  few  days  the  eruptions  again  i 
for  the  space  of  three  weeks,  at  which  I 
poison  appeared  to  have  arrived  atits  i 

right  to  try  the  efi^cts  of  the  sarsapartllR,  and,  for  this  purpoMb 
directed  half  a  pint  of  the  compound  decoction  of  sarsaparilla 
40  be  taken  three  times  a-day,  combining  wi(h  each  dose  from 
£ve  to  eight  drcfis  of  the  mmriatc  of  barytes.  From  this  period 
|]»e  ulcerations  in  the  throat  began  to  subsidi:,  ibeir  sloughy  surfaco 
to  lo(A  more  healthy  and  to  granulate,  and  the  eruptions  gradually 
to  disappear,  except  some  slight  fiuctuations  which  have  since 
taken  place,  sometimes  all  the  symptoms  being  nearly  exhausted, 
«pd  then  ^Jpearing  again  to  resume  a  fresh  morbid  action,  tiU 
the  present  time,  wh«n  ti»ey  have  completely  disappeared.  Titus 
has  a  Aost  interestifig  caw,  which  lasted,  with  very  amlnzuoiii 
sympIomF,  from  the  beginning  of  May  to  the  latter  c«d  of  Sep- 
lember,  foiaUj  t«ininaied,  vpitftmi  one  sini^lc  jpartide  ofmercMif, 
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ftnd  in  ft  constitution  where  probabl^  n  comptete  course  of  that 
mineral  would  have  proved  &tal. 

Remaris. 

It  has  been  justly  lamented  by  accurate  and  etninent  practi* 
tioners,  that  no  criterion  could  be  formed ,  at  least  by  appearance^ 
of  the  dHTerence  between  the  true  and  spurious  venereal  sore. 
This,  I  confess,  in  numerous  cases,  is  a  difficult,  and  almost  im« 
possible  thing ;  and  whoever  solely  trusts  to  the  appearance  of 
either  a  primary  or  secondary  afircction,  without  being  guided 
^  the  history  of  the  case,  wilt  be  subject  to  perpetual  error. 
The  above  case  is  a  striking  fact  ducidating  this  proposition ;  for 
I  am  convinced,  that,  let  the  sagacity  of  that  practitioner  haive 
been  what  it  would,  his  ludgment  must  have  bemi  most  egregi- 
ously  deceived,  had  he  depended  upon  the  appearances  aloneC 
The  tme  venereal  poison,  as  far  as  the  experience  of  many  cen* 
turies  confirm,  is  a  vims,  which,  when  onoe  received  into  the 
constitution,  is  unable  to  be  expeBed  by  any  power  it  possesses; 
and,  to  quote  the  v»ords  of  Mr  Pearson,  *^  that,  when  once  it 
il^  received  into  the  system,  it  will  go  progressivdy  forward  to 
the  destruction  of  the  animal,  until  checked  by  the  use  of  mer^ 
cnry.*'  This,  therefore,  forms  the  grand  essential  difference  be- 
tween the  two  poisons,  that  die  former  progressively  goes  for« 
ward  unless  checked  by  medicine ;  the  latter  fluctuates,  and  wi8 
at  kngth  exhaust  itself.  But,  besides  this  distinction  of  its  prin« 
ciple,  a  minute  investigator,  who  has  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
the  primary  affection,  will  still  further  discriminate  from  did 
thdvacteTf  and  more  particularly  from  the  account  of  the  progrm 
^  the  caBe.  This  was  one  of  the  circumstances  that  appeetred 
to  decide  in  the  fH*esent  instance :  For,  ist,  to  imagine  that  a 
true  venereal  sore  could  take  place  several  weeks  ailer  exposurCf 
^nd  particularly  where  a  due  attention  had  been  paid  to  deanfi* 
tiess,  although  much  doubt  is  entertained  by  many  upon  this  sui>> 
Ject,  and  which  I  candidly  confess  my  own  inabihty  to  decide 
upon,  yet  appears  to  militate  against  what  we  know  of  the  pro- 
gress of  the  venereal  disease :  ^diy.  The  appearance  of  the  sore 
did  not  correspond  with  the  venereal  character;  its  base  was  not 
aloughy  or  deep,  nor  did  it  assume  a  thickened  ragged  edge: 
5dly,  The  glands  in  the  groin,  which  had  arrived  at  a  very  con- 
sidei^able  enlargement,  as  soon  as  the  sore  was  healed  ceased  to 
increase ;  and,  although  it  is  by  no  means  necessary  that  every 
«renereal  enlarged  gland  should  suppurate,  yet  it  is  a  probabihnr 
of  their  being  of  that  spurious  nature,  when  they  gradually  di- 
vanish  ^hout  tb^  usis  of  mercury :  4^nd,  lastly^  jthe  eafer&dd 
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ravages  which  the  secondary  ulcerations  made^  the  regular  edge, 
and  the  fluctuating  appearance  of  the  spots,  were  criteria  which, 
I  should  think,  would  induce  the  most  sceptical  practitioner  to 
pause  before  he  pronounced  his  mercurial  anathema  upon  the 
unfortunate  patienf. 

York,  August  nthf  1812. 


'X.  .        • 

f 

'Fttrthtr  Observatims  on  Pain/id  Subcutaneous  Deberde.  By  Wiij^ 
LiAM  Wood,  Esq.  FeHow  of  the  Royal  CoDege  of  Surgeons^ 
Edinburgh. 

IN  a  communication  published  in  the  last  Number  of  this  Jour- 
nal, I  gave  an  account,  which  had  been  previously  read  at  die 
Chirurgical  Society  of  Edinburgh,  of  a  particular  species  of  tu«- 
mor,  under  the  name  of  Paivjfid  Svbcutaneous  Tubercle;  a  dis- 
ease to  which  my  a^ention  was  particular! v  attracted,  by  thecir^ 
^cumstance  of  my  having  seen  four  cases  of  it  in  the  couirae  «f  the 
preceding  twelve  montns.     As  it  did  not  appear  to  me  to  have 
met  with  that  attention  to  which  I  conceived  it  entitled,  both 
from  the  singularitv  of  its  symptoms,  and  from  the  severe  suf- 
fering to  which  it  gives  risa,  I  collected  all  the  inforn^ation  which 
JL  could  procure,  with  regard  to  it;,  and,  by  the  assistance  of  some 
of  my  medical  friends,  I  was  enabled  to  give  a  detailed  histoiy 
.of  eight  cases,  from  which  my  account  of  the  disease  was  drawo 
up.     l^hese  eight  cases  contained  all  the  distinct  information  qF 
vhich  I  was  then  in  possession.    I  have  since  been  favoured,  i;^ 
my  friend  Dr  Brown,  with  an  accurate  historv  of  the  disease,  as 
,it  occurred  in  a  gentleman,  from  whose  arm  be  extirpated  a  ta- 
bercle,  of  the  sizeof  an  orange-seed,  with  complete  success:  an4 
jQQy  friend  Mr  Newbigging  has  kindly  afforded  me  an  opportuni- 
ty of  seeing  the  complaint  in  the  fore-arm  of  a  female,  at  preseiit 
under  his  cure  in  private  practice.    As  these  two  cases,  hoiyever, 
differ  in  no  respect  from  those  alreadv  published,  I  think  it  uih 
necessary  to  enter  here  into  any  detaued  account  of  them.^ 

Previously  to  my  former,  communication  having  been  publish- 
ed, I  had  not  been  successful  in  discovering  any  account  of  this 
singular  species  of  tumor  in  the  writings  of  medical  authors  5  it 
«ha%  since  that  timep  however^  been  pointed  out  to  m^  that^  a^ 
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^  thonffli  there  is  no  very  •ccnnte  or  dctfuled  general  history  of 
the  disease,  it  hiis  been  mention^,  andia^vidual  cuses  of  it  have 
been  described,  by  several  medical  writers.  In  the  pres^it  com* 
mtmicadoni  tfaerefbre,  I  shaH  take  the  liberty  of  giving  a  cori<* 
densed  account  of  all  the  information  which  I  have  been  able  to 
ooHect  from  authors  on  the  subject 

Tie  first  mention  of  tlie  disease  scans  to  have  been  made  by 
Cbeselden,  in  one  of  the  later  editions  of  his  anatomy^  to  whi^ 
my  attention  was  directed  by  Mr  Allan.  After  having  deser&ied 
the  structure  of  the  cutis  or  true  skin,  he  says,  *^  Immediate 
under  the  skin  of  the  sbin-bon^  I  have  twice  seen  little  tumor% 
less  than  a  pea,  round,  and  exceeding  hard,  and  so  painful,  that 
both  cases  were  judged  to  be  cancerous ;  they  were  cured  by  ex* 
tirpQting  the  tumor:  But  what  was  more  extraolndinai^^  wad  a  to-* 
ipor  of  this  kin^,  under  the  skin  of  the  buttock,  mnaU  as  a  pin's 
bead,  yet  so  painful  that  the  least  touch  was  insupportable,  and 
the  skin  for  half  an  inch  round  was  emaciated ;  this  too  I  extir- 
rated,  with  so  much  of  the  skin  as  wa^  emaciated,  and  some  fiu^ 
The  patieni,  who  before  the  operation,  could  not  endure  to  s^ 
bis  leg  to  the  ground,  nor  turn  in  his  bed  without  exquisite  patn, 
grew  immediately  easy,  walked  to  his  bed  without  any  compkint^ 
and  was  soon  cured."  (Cheselden's  Anatomy,  10th  cation,  page 
1S6.)  It  appears  from  this  quotation,  that  Cbeselden  had  thrice 
net  wtdi  this  disease :  He  does  not  mention  whether,  in  the  tw6 
first  cases,  the  patients  were  male  or  female ;  in  the  last,  the  dis- 
ease seems  to  have  occurrcfd  in  a  man,  who  suffered  more  severe- 
ly than  any  of  the  patients  whom  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
seeing,  althoi^  the  tubercle  did  not  exceed  the  size  of  a  pin's 
head.  In  aH  the  three  cases,  a  cure  was  accomplished  by  the  ex^ 
tirpation  of  the  little  tumor. 

Camper,  the  next  author  by  whom  the  disea^  is  taken  notidef 
cyf,  in  his  work,  entitled,  Demonstrationum  Anatomico^  PatboJo* 
gioarum,  liber  primus,  after  describing  the  nerves  of  the  arm^ 
says,  ^^  Non  raro  in  nervis  cutaneis  tubercula  parva  ac  dura  ob» 
servantur,  quae  vera  ganglia  sunt,  pisi  magnttudinem  licet  nofi 
excedant  $  dies  tamen  noctesque  acutissimis  lancinantibus  dolori- 
bus  s^os  torquent :  extemis  remediis  non  cedunt,  scalpello  ^i« 
'tur  ea  altingere  oportet.  Franequerse  ex  cubito  feminas  tale,  ph* 
^  facta,  l^ustnli,  qued  ramo  musculo^ cutanei  nervi  adbeerebat  i 
post  operationem  optime  se  habuit.  In  subcutaneis  nervis  fre- 
quenter esse  videntur.  Amstelssdami  simile  ganglium  genu  mu- 
iieris  occupans,  eodem  modo  sanari  cnravi.  In  viris  plus  seipei 
ea  vtdi  t  aibicant  intus,  cartilagikiese  duritise  sunt,  renitenlia,  et 
iutra  nervorum  tunicas  sedem  habent  "— LibL  I.  p.  1 1. 

In  this  paragraph,  Camper  describes  a  species  of  tubercle  a^ 
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larger  than  a  pea,  aspfiving  riselto  vcfry  severe  pain,  and  requir- 
ing extirpation  to  produce  a  cure.  He  mentioils  his  having  twice 
met  with  the  disease  in  females;  and  adds,  that  he  has  more  than 
oQce  seen  it  in  men.  He  informs  us  also,  that  the  tubercles  are 
real  gan^a,  and  have  their  seat  within  the  coats  of  the  nerves. 
It  seems  to  me  doubtful,  whether,  by  the  term  ganglion,  as  here 
iipplied,  he  means  to  say,  that  the  complaint  arises  from  a  dis- 
jbased  state  of  one  of  these  little  swellings  met  with  vfi  different 
p^rts  of  the  healthy  body,  at  the  juQCtion  of  one  nerve  with  a- 
PQther,  properly  termed  ganglia ;  or  that  it  js  formed  by  a  raor^ 
)bid  enlargement  of  some  portion  of  a  nerve.  Nor  does  it  m^ 
pear,  whether  he  was  enabled,  by  accurate  examination  of  the 
structure  of  the  tubercles,  to  ascertain  that  they  really  are  sittt^ 
9ted  within  the  nervous  coats. 

In  addition  to  the  information  contained  in  these  extracts,  frovtk 
Cheselden  and  Camper,  my  friend  Dr  Davidson  has  been  so  kitul 
;sis  to  favour  me  with  a  reference  to  two  papers  j  one  published  ia 
the  Memoirs  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  the  other  in  the 
Medical  Facts  and  Observations,  in  which  are  detailed  some  cases 
of  this  disease. — Dr  Bisset,  in  the  Third  Volume  of  the  Memoirs 
of  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  gives  a  minute  and  distinct 
account  of  the  symptoms  and  progress  of  what  he  terms — "  An 
extraordinary  irritable  sympathetic  tumor. " 

This  tumor,  Dr  Bisset  informs  us,  appeared  originally  in  the 
fi>rm  of  a  small  pimple,  of  the  colour  of  the  skin,  on  the  outside 
of  the  left  leg  of  a  girl  of  13  years  of  age;  in  and  about  which 
pimple  she  usually  had  some  little  uneasiness  immediately  before 
B>  great  fall  of  ram  or  snow,  and  in  very  windy  weather.  The 
tumor  remained  in  this  state  till  soon  after  she  first  conceive^y 
nrhen  it  increased  to  the  size  of  a  large  filbert,  and  became  in 
the  highest  degree  irritable.  The  patient  now  began  to  be  affect- 
ed with  a  violent  periodical  pain  in  it,  which  recurred  twice  or 
three  times,  and  sometimes  oftener,  in  24  hours,  at  unequal  and 
uncertain  intervals;  the  duration  of  each  paroxysm  often  vary« 
Ing  a  little,  and  never  exceeding  one  hour.  The  pain  darted^ 
when  most  violent,  to  the  origin  of  the  tibialis  anticus,  and  from 
thence  often  upwards  to  the  spine  of  the  ilium.  The  pain  wa» 
instantly  excited  also,  during  the  pregnant  state,  by  the  tumor 
t)eing  rudely  touched  with  a  finger,  or  with  the  skirts  of  her  pet-' 
ticoat ;  but  these  accidental  paro^cysms  were  always  of  snort 
duration.  As  soon  as  this  patient  was  delivered  of  her  first 
child,  the  little  tumor  became  at  once  exempt  from  any  uncom* 
jnon  irritability,  and  the  periodical  paroxysms  of  acute  pain 
quite  ceased ;  and  in  this  state  it  remained  during  13  months^ 
eiicept  that  some  tittle  uneasiness  was  perceptible  before  the  fal« 
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ling  of  much  rain  or  snow.  In  the  end  rC  thaf  period,  the  pa* 
tient  having  again  conceived,  the  tumor  acquired  its  former  irfi- 
Ability,  and  she  was  aflfected  pi'ecisely  in  the  same  muincr  as  ^e 
bad  been  during  her  first  pregnancy*  At  this  period,  an  atteinpt 
was  made,  by  a  surgeon,  to  cure  the  disease,  "by  making  a  cnidal 
incision  into  the  tumor,  to  promote  si^puration,  and  to  destroy 
its  irritability  $  but  as  this  failed,  excision  was  had  reoottfse  to, 
which  proved  eflTectual.  Immediately  after  her  third  condepttonTi 
however,  the  little  tumor  was  reproduced,  but  did  not  increase 
quite  to  its  former  size,  and  the  paroxysms  of  pain  Commenced 
and  returned  two  or  three  times  daUy,  as  during  t^e  former 
pregnancy*  When  the  third  child  was  born,  the  tumor  became 
at  once  perfectly  indolent,  as  it  had  formerly  done.  The  patient 
having  again  conceived»  the  irritability  of  the  little  tumor  com- 
j^eaced  as  usual,  uid  the  periodical  pain  became  more  violent 
than  ever.  At  this  time  Dr  Bisset  was  consulted,  who  directed 
the  application  of  the  caust.  commune  fi:>rt,  which  produced  its 
efiect  in  20  minutes*  After  the  separation  of  the  eschar,  some 
small  remains  of  the  tumor  were  destroyed  by  caustic*  By  tbit 
'means,  an  effectual  cure  was  accomplished;  as,  daring  two 
successive  pregnancies^  there  was  not  the  least  return,  of  th^ 
disease* — (Memoiis  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Londcm,  VoL  III. 
page  .08.) 

This  very  singular  and  interesting  case,  of  which  I  have  used 
the  freedom  of  giving  a  very  full  account,  nearly  in  Dr  Bisset's 
own  words,  appears  to  me  to  have  been  decidedly  of  the  sam^ 
nature  with  tnat  described  by  Cheselden  and  Camper ;  and  it 
agrees  in  all  its  sjmptoms  with  some  of  the  cases  published  in  mv 
last  communication ;  it  differs,  however,  from  all  the  cases  which 
I  have  yet  met  widi,  in  the  very  remarkable  connexion  which 
existed  between  the  tubercle  and  the  pregnant  state.  I  think  it 
not  at  all  improbable,  that  a  perfect  cure  might  have  been  efiect- 
edf  if  extirpation  by  the  knife  had  been  originally  performed  ^ 
for  it  is  by  no  means  unlikelj^,  that  the  return  of  the  disease  was 
owing  to  some  poition  of  the  morbid  part  having  been  allowed 
to  remain  when  extirpation  was  had  recourse  to,  from  the  state 
the  parts  were  then  in,  in  coinsequence  of  the  crucial  incisicm 
and  subsequent  suppuration. 

In  tlie  6th  Volume  of  the  Medical  Facts  and  Observations, 
there  is  a  letter  from  Mr  John  Pearson  of  the  Lock  Hospital,  to 
Dr  Simmons,  containing  **  An  account  of  some  extraordinary 
symptoms,  which  were  apparently  connected  with  certain  mor- 
bid alterations  about  the  veins  and  nerves."  The  first  case  de- 
filed in  this  letter  appears  to  have  been  a  ca^e  of  painful  subco* 
taneous  tubercle  i  the  little'tumor  was  situated  in  the  course  ef 
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'tiie  sftpheha  major  "rein,  about  six  ittches  abore  the  ande^ointt  of 
a  married  woman  of  51  years  of  age.  It  produced  exactly  the 
tome  symptoms  with  those  which  existed  in  the  cases  formeriy 
pubfished.  Mr  Pearson  mentions,  that  the  pattient  observed 
that  *^  the  severity  of  her  sufferings  was  invariauy  increased  dor-' 
f ng  the  periods  ot  menstruation  and  of  pr^tiancy. "  Her  dis<- 
^asei  however,  continued  with  iindimiriislmi  severity  after  she 
had  ceased  to  bear  chMdren.  Having  refused  to  $ul;>mit  to  ex-> 
tirpation  of  the  tubercle,  which  had  been  urged  by  Mr  Pearfiion» 
various  methods  of  treatment  were  employed,  but  ineffectually^ 
in  the  course  ef  18  years  that  the  disease  was  present ;  but,  at . 
the  end  of  that  thne^  in  consecjuenee  of  her  having  heard  of  the 
-success  which  had  attended  the  application  of  caustic  in  Dr  Bis-' 
Set's  ease,  she  submitted  to  have  the  diseased  part  removed  by 
Ihe  same  application.  The  caustic  was  employed  for  20  mi- 
nutes, when  the  eschar  was  completely  formed,  and  from  that, 
time  she  never  experienced  the  return  of  a  single  paroxysm  of 
pain.  The  eschar  exfoliated  in  about  12  days,  and  in  the  course 
of  about  sevcm  weeks  the  sore  was  perfectly  healed. 

Having  given  a  detailed  history  of  this  Case,  Mr  Pearson  en-  , 
deavours  to  account  for  the  symptoms,  on  the  idea  that  a  portion 
of  a  vein  and  of  a  nerve  being  included  within  the  inaurateci 
part,  which  could  not  easily  be  distended,  whtoever  the  vein  be- 
-tMnt  pretefnaturafly  turgid,  the  nenne  was  compressed  between 
its  parietes  ahd  ihe  internal  fmrfece  «f  the  indui^ioin^  and  that 
consequently  the  symptoms  were  connected  with  thk  state  of  the 
bart.  He  observes,  that  ikie  paroxysms  of  pain  were  excited 
by  eVery  thing  that  accelerated,  or  otherwise  disturbed  the  cir- 
tniltfdon  of  the  blood,  whether  applied  to  the  induration,  or  af- 
fecting iJie  general  system,  a«  aH  strong  excfrtions  of  the  muscles, 
external  impirfse,  or  mental  commotion ;  and  he  adds,  that  it  is 
higHy  probable,  that  the  portion  of  vein  which  passed  through 
the  iumor,  ^a«  unosrodly  distended  with  blood  at  the  time  of  , 
*  Hie  paroxysm ;  for,  upon  these  occasions,  the  morbid  surface 
became  tedder  than  common,  and  the  tumor  was  seniribly  ele« 
%ated. 

Thfe  fact  J  on  ^hich  he  formil  this  theoretical  explanation,  of  ^ 
portion  of  h  Vein  awd  6f  a  nerve  being  *'  completely  included 
within  the  tttmor,  '*  he  thinks  proved,  by  hid  having  found,  after 
the  exfoliation  of  the  eschar,  a  portion  of  the  vena  Saphena  ma- 
jor, and  of  that  branch  of  <ihe  crarnl  ner^e  which  accompanies  it, 
hanging  down  at  ^e  swperior  part  of  the  sore;  for  he  allows^ 
that  the  indurated  part  having  been  destroyed  by  a  caustic,  it 
was  not  in  his  powfer  to  examine  its  internal  structure,  so  as  ta 
•discover  the  true  nature  of  the  morbid  alteration;     Now  tlic  ap-» 
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*  peardnce  of  a  ptortion  of  vrin  aad  of  nerve  in  the  sore,  after  die 
exfoKation,  does  not  appear  to  roe  conclusive  evidence  that  tbeie 
were  actually  **  included  completely  within  the  tumor  $ ''  as  exactr 
ly  the  same  appearances  would  have  presented  themselves,  if  the 
vein  and  nerve  had  been  merelv  situated  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  tumor,  to  one  side  or  otner  of  it^  provided  tliey  were  near 
enough  to  be  within  reach  of  the  caustic.  On  the  whole,  this 
theoretical  speculation  appears  to  me  move  remarkable  for  its  in- 

.genuity  than  Jbr  its  accuracy,  asy  neither  from  the  situation  of 
the  tubercles,  Dor  from  the  appearances  met  with  in  examining 
them  after  they  have  been  removed  from  the  body,  have  I  had 
the  least  reason  to  .suspect  any  such  venous  connexion.     That 

.the  disease  is  inUm^My  connected  with  th.e  nervous  system^  I 
think  there  can  be  little  doubt,  from  its  symptoms ;  but  I  con- 
ceive that  more  frequent  and  more  accurate  examinations  of  the 
structure  of  the  morbid  part  are  still  wanting,  to  enable  us  to 
ascertain  in  what  way  the  connexion  is  formed.  In  the  same 
letter,  Mr  Pearson  mentions  his  having  seen  another  case  very 
much  resembling  that  above  described.  The  tubercle  was  sir 
tuated  at  the  posterior  pan  of  the  leg  of  a  female,  near  tlie  be- 
ginning of  the  tendo-Achillis.  In  this  case  Mr  Pearson  suspects 
that  the  tumor  may  be  connected  with  the  vena  saphena  mmor, 
and  that  consequently  it  may  include  or  compress  a  small  branch 
of  the  sciatic  nerve ;  but,  as  he  could  not  render  the  cutaneous 
veins  of  the  leg  turgid  by  moderate  pressure,  its  exact  situation 
was^ot  ascertained. 

I  have  now  communicated  all  the  information  which  I  have 
yet  been  able  to  collect  with  r^ard  to  this  singular  aiG^ction, 
which,  from  the  number  of  cases  npw  on  record,  I  think  we  af^ 
entitled  to  consider  as  a  distinct  species  of  tumor,  at  least  until 
its  i*eal  nature  be  ascertained ;  and  [  should  be  disposed  to  retain 
the  name  which  I  have  ventured  to  give  it,  of  Painjtd  SubaUaw*  I 
(MS  Tubercle^  as  being  expressive  of  the  seat  of  the  disease,  and 
of  its  principal  symptom,  whik  it  does  not  involve  any  theoreti- 
cal opinion  as  to  its  true  nature.  It  would  appear  from  the  caacs 
published,  that  it  is  a  disease  to  which  both  sexes  are  liable,  bat 
that  it  occurs  much  more  frequently  in  females  than  in  males  $ — 
of  18  cases  which  I  have  been  able  to  collect,  14  were  met  with 
in  females,  two  in  males,  and  in  two  cases  the  sex  of  the  patient 
is  not  mentioned. 

The  disease  luckily  admHs  of  a  safe  tod  simple  riemedy,  vis. 
e^ctirpation  by  the  knifed  which  ought,  in  all  cases,  to  be  prefer- 
red to  the  application  of  caustic,  as  being  a  much  less  painfel 
operation,  and  procuring  a  much  more  speedy  cure^  By  the 
account  of  both  Dr  Bisset  and  Mr  Pearson,  tlie  appiicatioft^ 
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caustic  to  the  taberde  prDduoe8»  fiir  a  good  many  minutes,  tbd 
jmost  excruciatiDg  tortore ;  and,  in  Mr  Pearson's  case,  the  sor^ 
Was  not  completdy  liealed  till  seven  weeks  after  the  applicatioii 
4}i  the  caustic. 
Hanover  Street^  JjuguU  ISli. 
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A  Case  of  Purpura  Hamorrhagia.  By  ThdmAs  JsFtBETS,  M.  D# 
6ne  of  the  Physicians  of  the  Dispensary  and  Fever-Hospkal^ 
liverpooi. 

IMTaech  I7i  1812. — A  c&ptflin  of  a  Swedish  merchantman^ 

aged  40,  of  a  robust  habit,  rather  of  an  irritable  temper^ 

and  much  inui^ed  to  hardship,  applied  to  me  for  an  effusion  of 

spots  of  a  logwoocl  colour,  profusely  sprinkled  upon  his  arms, 

tnighs,  and  soxn^  on  his  bbdy,  differing  in  size  from  that  of  a 

pin'-bead  to  a  pea ;  the  same  also  appeared  on  his  lips,  and  with** 

in  his  mouth,  oiie  of  which  was  as  large  as  a  horse-bean,  elcvat^ 

jed  und  spongy,  biit  free  from  paini  His  gdms  occasionally  bleed; 

no  fever )  his  appetite  and  spirits  iare  good :   He  has  been  the!  ' 

.subject  of  these  symptoms,  inpfe  or  less,  for  several  weeks,  and 

htiB  used  difierent  local  remedies  by  the  advice  of  a  physician, 

.who,  with  himself  supposed  them  connected  with  a  syphilitic 

taint ;  he  has  repeatedly  had  epistaxis  to  a  great  extent,  and  it 

Jbas  annoyed  him  in  travelling  irom  Hull  to  thi^  town. 

The  case  at  first  appeared  so  trivial,  that  1  had  little  doubt  of 
Jts  yielding  to  nitric  acid,  as  t  had  often  experienced ;  and  I  di- 
rected  two  drachms  to  be  taken  in  eirat  ounces  of  decoction  of 
.Wk,  within  that  and  the  following  day.  On  the  19(h,  he  call- 
ed to  say  he  was  much  better.  The  same  evening,  however,  I 
was  requested  to  see  him.  when  I  found  him  complaming  of  head- 
achy drowsiness,  slight  chilliness,  anorexia,  and  restless  anxiety. 
Puke  100,  and  full;  tongue  clean;  belly  bounds 

The  difficulty  of  getting  him  bled,  together  with  iny  own 
.doubts  of  its  propriety,  easily  reconciled  me  to  postpone  it  for' 
ioe  night;,  and  1  was  content  to  order  five  grains  of  tne  sub- 
muriate  of  mercury,  and  five  of  antimonial  powder,  in  a  pill,  tc^ 
be  taken  immediately,  with  a  brisk  saline  cathartic,  as  early  as 
I^Oftsible  in  the  morning.' 

fee  3 


mbi-nlng,  he  was  seized  witti  et^istaxfe,  #hich  h^8  i^tiinl^  #itMt- 
bdt  hlt^nitis»km  for  flrtp  M>^h& ;  At^mg  i^kik  hk  mAnm  hm 
lost  less  than  two  pounds  of  blood,  whic^  has  r^d^r^  hM 
weak,  pale,  and  sallow.  Pube  1^0,  iH)t  ^  fvltt.  Hd  #^  kn* 
mediately  bled  to  fxvj.  which,  with  the  aid  of  refrigerants,  soon 
stopt  the  haemorrhage ;  and  I  now  learnt  he  had  l^n  much  in 
the  habil  of  Vehesectibtt-,  ^Misequenlly  hid  iq^tSd  fd  9&  Bjpo* 
thecary  a  few  days  previously,  wno  had  bled  Urn  largely,  with 
relief. 

1^  Magnesias  sulphat.  §i*. 

Infus.  rosse  f fviij.    M.  capiat.  cochL  ig.  magna  Stia 
ffOBii.  hora. 
In  the  eyening,  he  was  better ;  no  epistaxis,  «fid  no  stooL 
]^  Pulv.  antimdnial.  ^r.  vi. 
Pulv.  folior.  digital,  gr.  i* 
'  Hydrarg.  sul^uriat  gr.  jij.    .       ^ 

Syrup,  q.  s.  %  ^ilulae  hora  deWibitufe  fetirtfetodte, 
21st* — bhly  foui*  tnffing  stock;  softife  retorh  of  th^  hi^dacK, 
Succeeded  by  epistaiis,  v^tch  viriegar  attd  ^ateV  teJrt^h^ally  Abs- 

i)lied  soon  stopped.  Tob^ue  loaded;  pxA^  100,  nbt  fuIL  ^Tw 
ivid  spots  on  his  thfjghs  &r^  \e1ry  painful;  thos^e  of  his  ^outh 
and  arms  ^re  less  evident.  iThe  bri&ie  whferte  he  %k$  first  btei 
threatens  a  formidable  inJ9dnii[natioA  df  th^  skttie  tivid  'd>l6atv 
Extending  several  inches.  Th'e  blood  dtawn  yfeAef^hy  ^h6W%  *A 
inSammatory  b^ff  on  its  stiifaiie,  at'  teast  an  riifch  tini  'k  Mtf  tk 
thickness,  firm,  and  y^llo^,  fer  ex:c^ding  iany  ftiibg  I  feter  «tf^ 
in  the  most  acute  case  of  ph^utnotttft  bt  i^eui^fttilgm,  bttt  ndt  stt 
all  cupped ;  in  fact,  th6  whot^e  s^hith  Icfoks  like  a  icbi'ru^t^  tbtit 
of  coagulable  lympfc  :  "the  crassaOi^ntilTi^  appe^<^  in  a  tery  df^ 
solved  stafe,  of  nearly  a  bla^k  colouf ,  iatiu  hiitch  l^ss  Irt  rtelalStlB 
quantity  than  lisual.  Th6  bleeding  reduced  hid  pul^fe,  and  evi- 
dently relieved  him,  but  was  folloiVed  by  the  most  alaWbftf^g  syiN 
cope  and  convulsions.  Pet^cfeiafe  no  better ;  ecchyti^d^  and  vi- 
bices  ap|)ea!)r  oh  hii^  ^ighs,  and  the  indai^toatidn  of  his  tdrm  ^3^ 
tehds. 

Iterum  mittatur  nangdis  e  btachio  ad  §xiv. 
5»  Pulv.  a'ntinlon.  jgr.  icvfij. 
Pulv.  fol.  digkkL  gr.  vi. 
Cohfect.  I'osse  dauiil.  <5[.  s.  ft.  pil.  vi. 
Capiat,  i.  ^ta.  quaq.  hbra,  e-cocnl.  iij.  tongnis  inilfturte  sif* 

quentis. 
5»  Liquor,  aivimon.  acetat.  ffiij. 
Syrup.  althae&  fji. 
Aq,  month,  virid,  f  |iv.     M/ 
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€t?d,-^Is  manifestly  bettor,  9S  eyinced  by  the  puis©  bm'^  9Qt 
and  not  so  full ;  ecchymo8l8  paler ;  belly  oponji  altlu^gh  tbt 
tQPgue  is  atiU  loaded  with  a  yeliQwiab-wlsite  fur*  Gotit.  oi^c 
:  2Sd.-t-)jis  n^edioinefi  heitb^  nauseato  «pi;  aet  »mo  .tine  Mxk  | 
some  vertigo,  and  epi^taxis,  but  of  incoQuider^ble  extent  aetd 
fluration  i  vibioes  op  tke  thighs  very  painful,  and  pit  em  pr^sure, 
though  of  pakr  ccJour.  Imammation  of  his  arm  is  ^ippurating. 
Pui^  UDj  knd  fltll.  Craves  mu^h  for  bis  unual  diet  pi  saH»l)ie^. 
Admovea&tur  hirudines  sex,  femor)  dextr.  et  ^u^  ^ipi^ 

Applicetur  etiam  cataplasma  com.  bra^bjia. 
Contin.  mistura  et  pilube. 
1^  Infus.  sennae  f  |iijss. 
Tinct.  sennee,  Tinct.  jal^p.  aa  f$ij. 
Potass,  tartarisat  |ss.     M.    .Capiat  majoe  diluculo  di- 
niidiam,  et  repi,  ^tis  boris,  Bisi  p^iu^  plene.resppnr 
derit  alvus. 
24th.-r-Pain  and  sweffing  of  )iis  tbigbs  greatly  reJieYed,  and 
pus  is  freely  discharged  from  the  orifice  of  bleeding'  in  his  arm ; 
eomplains  cf  rigors,  and  no  effect  from  Uie  physic;  epistaxis  re- 
turned^  and  in  an  hour  he  lodt  about  half  a  pint  of  blo^ }  W. 
erythema  covers  one  side  of  his  nose  ^  pulaet  90|  ratliei*  full ; 
|ongue  nearly  natural. 

Ija  Magnes.  sulphat.  §i. 
Infus  sennae  f  Jvij. 
Pulv.  rad.  jalap.  3ij. 

Tinct.  senn^  f  5i.     M.  ft.  mistura  de  qu^  svmanUir 
cochl.  iij.  magnae  Stia  quaq,  hora  donee  soluta  fuerii 
alvus.     Iterum  fiat  V.  S.  ad  §xij, 
^6th.i-^Th»  mixture  was  nearly  ^1  taken  before  it  operiUied 
fcriskly ;  no  rigors  or  epistaxis;  erjrthema  of  the  nos^e  extend- 
ing; vibices  on  the  thigh  swelled  and  painful;  pulse  80;  feels 
weak,  but  inclined  for  food,  and  broth  is  allowed.     The  blood 
drawn  yesterday  exhibits  precisely  the  same  appearance  as  ber 
fore  descWbed. 

Cont.  mistur.  liq.  ammon.  acet.  el  piL  antim.  et  digit.  Capiat 
mistur.  purg^n.  eras  mane,  donee  purgatur  alvus.     Im- 
ponantur  cataplasmae  liquor,  plumbi  acetat.  madidae  fe- 
moribus,  et  brachio. 
26th. — Was  purged  briskly  this  morning,  and  a  fluctuation  is 
felt  in  both  thighs,  although  obscure  and  deep,  each  being  great- 
ly increased  in  size;  the  skin  is  still  very  livid,  and  inflaiiixi  to 
the  extent  of  several  inches;  inflamed  uose  no  better  j  tongue 
Jooded  and  dry ;  some  thirst ;  skin  cool ;   pulse  bO,  and  still 
throbbing. 

Protinus  flat  V.  S.  ad  |xiv.     lulse  afterwards  7i',  and  fol- 
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lowedi  as  usual,  by  syncope  and  convulsions ;  the  blood  appears 
as  before.     Contin.  pilul.  et  cataplasmse. 

27th. — Erythema  of  the  nose  gone ;  tumor  of  the  right  thigh 
soft  and  fluctuating,  that  of  the  left  slightly  so ;  tongue  dean ; 
no  thirst  i  some  appetite ;  belly  regular ;  pulse  84>  and  full. 

Contin.  mistur,  et  pilulae.     Rept.  mist,  purg.  eras  mane  nd 
dtiam  vicem.    Apply  simple  poultices  to  the  thighs. 
28th. — ^Thighs  as  yesterday  j  puke  90^    Fiat  V.  S.  ad  |xiv. 
pulse  afterwards  72,    Omittantur  mistura  et  pilak?. 
]g;»  Liquor  ammon.  aeet  f^iij. 
Tinct.  opii  gutc.  gtt  xl. . 
Liquor  antim.  tart,  f  5iij« 

Aq.  menthy  virid.  f  |iv6s.  M.  Capiat  cochl.  iij,  magna 
4ta  qq.  hora. 
d9th«— -Abscesses  suppurating ;  that  of  the  right  thigh  much 
increased  in  size  and  softness  i  that  of  the  left  less  so  in  propor- 
4ion ;  pulse  100;  tongue  white  j  belly  resular.     Coiit.  medic. 

The  state  of  the  tongue  and  pulse,  being  supposed  to  be  cooir 
nected  with  the  formation  of  matter,  either  from  irritation  or  ab- 
sorption^  or  both,  bleeding  was  deferred  at  this  visit. 
'  SOth. — Had  much  vertigo  and  delirium  in  the  night,  and  was 
found  out  of  bed  on  the  floor  this  morning,  although  he  had  only 
taken  one  dose  of  his  mixture  i  pulse  90';  tongue  clean. 

Both  abscesses  were  opened  this  day,  and  discharged  freely 
well  digested  pus,  accompanied  by  a  profuse  haemorrhage  to  the 
/extent  of  Jviij.  $  stopped  only  by  syncope,  and  was  widi  difflcni- 
v4y  afterwards  suppressec)  by  compresses  made  wet  with  refrige- 
rants and  pressure  by  bandage ;  in  fact,  such  was  the  tenuity  of 
the  bk^^  and  tendency  to  hemorrhage,  that,  I  am  convinced, 
the  slightest  puncture,  either  with  a  lanoet  or  needle^  would 
have  been  followed  by  a  continued  stream  of  blood. 

Capiat  pulv.  alumin.  et  pulv.  g.  kino  aa  Bi.  in  quovis  cras« 
'  so,  et  cochl.  iij.  magnis  misturss  sequent. 
9>  Decoct,  cinchon.  f|v. 
Liquor,  ammon.  acetat.  f fiij.     M. 
Slst*-The  bqemoithage  did  not  return ;  he  had  a  good  night 
■  and  is  better,  although  hi^  pulse  is  still  HO ;  tongue  loaded,  and 
belly  bound.    Omitt.  mist,  et  pulveres.     Capiat  mtstur.  purgan. 
f  |iss.  ^tis  horis  donpc  alvus  exoneretur. 

April  Ist — Mixture  operated  wejl;  complains  of  weakness; 
pulse  84,  rather  full;  tongue  loaded  and  rough;  soDiedeltriutn; 
little  or  no  discharge  from  the  abscess  of  the  right  thigh,  and 
that  of  the  left  quite  healed  up,  but  remains  swelled  and  hard, 
llepet  mistur.  cinchonas  et  Kquor  amm.  acet. 
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'  ti. — l^igbt  49{HStaKi9,  but  ^hich  wasj^ocin  stop^\ed  by  refrige- 
rants to  the  nose.     Cont.  mist. 

3d. — No  material  change,  e^jceept  4:hat  of  his  again  requiring 
the  pyurging  mixture. 

•  4th. — Right  thigh  very  palnftil,  swelled*  and  inflamed  round 
the  orifice,  which  is  filled  with  a  Jark-colourcd  fungus,  discharg- 
ing a  grumous  ichor:  pulse  lOO;  much  throbbing ;  headach  ex- 
cited and  increased  by  tlie  slightest  exertion  ;  beiiy  still  bound. 

*  Kept,  mistiura  pvrgans  ut  antea.  Apply  a  saturnine  poultice 
to  the  thigh. 

5th. — On  removing  the  poultice,  the  discharge  had  a  gangre- 
nous fetor,  and  the  orifice  was  much  distended  by  a  -puffy  or 
l^Iadder-like  fungus,  which  being  slightly  panctorad,  discharged 
a  bloody  ichor  for  several  hours,  with  relief  to  the  pain ;  pulse 
1 10,  smaller  und  of  an  irritable  feel. 

Otpiat  piik.  cinchonas  loco  mistans.  Continue  the  poul- 
tices. 
.  6th.— Fetid  discbarge  very  profuse  but  less  offensive,  and  the 
fungus  h  separating;  pulse  96  ;  tongue  clean.  I  now  find  he 
oofitted  hts  bark  mixture  for  two  days  previous  to  the  gangrcr 
sous  appearance  of  the  thigh. 

Cap.  iwalv.  cinchonae  ex  mistura  salina  commnn.  fifVL%  mane^ 
R^et.  mistur.  purgans  more  solito. 
.  .  Tth.-^A  slough  as  large  as  a  walnut  came  away  with  the  poul- 
tice this  morning,  and  healthy  granulations  appear  sprouting  be^ 
iowi  < appetite  better;  pulse  98;  tongue  father  ibul|  is  weak  and 
fretful,  and  his  belly  is  still  costive^. 

Repet.  mistur.  purgans.  Capiat  etiam  puH  cinchon.  ex  lacte. 
From  this  period  until  the  24'th  of  April  he  continued  to  r^eco- 
9r«r,.  by  taking  vegetable  tonics,  and  occasional  eadiartics,  when 
he  was  again  attacked  with  headach,  palpitation  of  the  heart, 
and  internal  piles,  for  which  a^ton  wsls  inserted  in  the  back  of 
his  neck,  digitalis  given  to  a  considerable  extent,  and  gentle  lax- 
atives, without  any  apparent  good  effect,  until  the  29th.  The 
pulse  was  now  1 10,  strong  ajnd  full;  he  was  again  bled  to  ^xiv. 
which  had  precisely  the  same  a)>pearance  as  nas  been  stated  at 
the  height  of  his  disease; — ^if  there  is  any  difference,  it  is  in  the 
coat  otbuffv  coag<9iated  lymph  being  thicker,  and  the  poagnljum 
Jess  and  darker.  Countenance  still  sallo^^  and  oft/?n  mistaken 
tor  jaundice  by  his  acquaintance;  is  nervous  and  weak,  but  walks 
out  daily.  I  directed  him  to  take  the  tinct.  muriat.  ferri,  and  his 
setOn  was  kept  open  until  the  9th  of  Maj ,  under  the  direction  of 
Mr  Thomas;  apd,  although  I  am  not  satisfied  that  the  latter 
was  of  any  material  advantage,  we  considered  h}m  convalescenf. 
6ucb  are  the  f^cis  relative  to  this  ease,  which  to  me  were  both 


novel  and  interesdng;  nd  althoUfj^  tlife  irfadBMit  and  tesMBSn 
Jtion  has  proved  successful,  I  am  aware  that  a  doubt  ncalgbt  exieC^ 
whether  it  may  not  be  considered  ag  a  case  of  aeorbuto^  petecfai- 
alis  rather  than  purpura. — Be  thb,  however^  as  it  nuQ^s  1  am  nol 
itnxious  to  contend  for  nosological  distindiony  so  much  aa  mere- 
ly to  communicate  an  instance  of  the  propriety^  if  not  nccesskjTf 
ef  venesection,  in  a  disease  of  apparent  debiUtVi  servingt  at  tbe 
same  time,  to  add  a  solitary  example  to  the  ahfe  r«narfai  of  Df 
Parry  and  Dr  Bateman,  in  the  5th  and  6th  VoluiM  of  ihis  Jour* 
nal,  where  the  former  observes,  "  That  there  can  be  liltk  d«oubl 
«f  this  being  a  case  of  activeha^morrbagy^^  aaid  tbeiatHer,  ^^  That 
it  certainly  tends  to  throw^^  a  doubt  upon  oar  theories,  veblive  lo 
such  petechial  effusions. "  r  . 

The  leading  points  in  this  case^  whic^  appealed  to  me  moal 
worthy  of  notice,  were,  1st,  The  extreme  debih^ ;  ^dly*  .The 
evident  phlogistic  diathesis,  demaBcting,  and  ceUeveil  by » .vene- 
section; and,  Sdly,  The  appearance  of  the  blood  being  precisely 
the  same  at  a  period  when  comparative  faeakb  was.i^elored, 
proving  that  a  deficiency  of  red  globules^  and  a  disdbairge  of 
^uten  still  existed,  upon  which,  we  are  told;by  J>r  Parry»  tfaa 
strength  greatly  depends;  consequently  we  are  to  infav  ^i^  ^ 
predisposing  causes  of  haemorrbagy  are  not  aJfways  tlvuie  of  ple- 
thora, and  that  there  certainly  existed>  in  .this  instance^  a  great 
^anf  of  energy  to  propel  the  fluids  U>  the  surface,  evancad  by  his 
dry  skin,  and  yellow  or  sallow  conntenimc^  wbic^  latter  had  tb« 
iMune  appearance  the  surface  of  the  blood  presented,  £(ir  at  least 
a  period  of  two  months  afterwards,  so  that  an  ordinary  observer 
would  suppose  he  laboured  under  jaundice,  altboiigb  I-  never 
could  trace  the  slightest  afi^cUon  of  the  Jiver;  and,  evea  at  the 
date  of  this,  some  slight  remains  are  observable^  althou^  he  ki 
in  every  other  respect,  in  perfect  healtk 

lAverpody  August  2Qthf  IIS  12. 
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XII. 

fOases  of  a  peculiar  Disease  of  the  Testis^  mth  Observations  thereon* 
By  Thomas  Little,  M.  D.  Licentiate  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Surgeons  in  Ireland,  and  Suigeon  of  the  North  Mayo  Re- 
giment of  Militia. 

A  LTHOUGH  the  communicatici)L  of  the  following  cases  affords 
±\  nothing  of  originality,  it  will  be  found^  notwithstanding,  ty 
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be  sQBlewtaat!  novel,  hnd  oonfirmkig;,  as  itdo^,  the  exnerkncd  of 
otben,  {a  earcumstanoe  fixing,  in  my  humble  conception,  a  degree 
of  xdine  on  the  ii^lbmiation  it  sShrAgi) ,  it  cannot  &it  to  impress  tbs 
mind  of  tbe  practitiener  with  a  correct  idea  of  the  nature  an4 
treatineotad&pted  to  the  remoiQ^l  of  a  disease,  which  has,  I  believe| 
in  toe  many  instances,  been  combated  by  not  only  a  severe  and 
cruel,  but  also  a  dai^roas  operation.  I  must  not,  however,  ba 
imd^tood  «s  iQoiisideriBg  the  operation  of  castration  ^  esseu<» 
tiaUy  dai^eroua  to  Hfe  as  to  deter  us  from  resorting  te  it,  m 
CBies  whare  lUicnfeable  necessity  exists,  but  having  seen  inom 
than  wee  exeeeitogly  distressing  consequences  attend  its  per* 
formance,  I  ^ould  feel  but  little  disposed  to  urge  it,  where,  a» 
'|i>ill  appeaf,  a  much  more  simple  alternative  can  be  adopted.  ^ 

f  Mr  Lawrence  is  ^e  oniy  writer,  as  far  as  my  research  car* 
lies  me,  who  has  noticed  this  disease,  and  that  it  is  unknown  to 
inaoy,  aod  those  surgeons  of  much  e^kperience,  throughout  Ire« 
iaiidi  ts  equally  ti^e,  as  oral  communications  have  fully  assured 
mew  As  to  tM  parallel  ca^es  on  record,  or,  as  Mr  Lawrence 
iCaBs  then,  ^'^  bearing  digiU  emalu^y^ "  I  cannot  consider  tliem  at 
ell  similar,  if  we  except  those  of  :|:  iSabatier  and  })  Bertrandi  $  and 
evtea  tho6e4iear  so  ¥iery  little  similarity  as  to  form*  no  rule  where- 
by future  practkioners  may  he.  guided.  If,  then,  by  a  know* 
iedge  >of  the  Fesult  of  the  caaes,  as  related  by  Mr  Lawrence,  and 
of  chose  which  I  shall  bow  hav«  to  addace,  an  operation  of  so 
severe  a  nature  as  castilatton  appears  to  me  to  be,  can  be  avoided^ 
emch  advaoia^  must  accrue,  and  I  sh^l  ^eel,  that  in  eliciting  a 
jneeooaideraAioQ  of  the  subject,  I  have  not  been  idly  or  un^ 
profiiahiy  engaged.  The  first  of  the  following  cases  occurred, 
iis  <wtU  appear  by  the  narration,  •some  time  since ;  but,  as  I  did 
not  ihmk  a  solkary  ease  of  sufBciont  importance  to  attract  atten* 
lion,  I  laid  by  the  reports  as  taken  at  iho  time,  tiU  further  ex- 
perience might  add  weight  to  the  inferences  to  be  drawn  from 
their  iiesults. 


* 


I  recollect  the  case  of  a  man  of  the  name  of  Feray^  aow  a  pri- 
Tate  in  the  25  ch  foct,*  on  whom  the  operation  was  performed  by  the 
late  Mr  M*Evoy  of  Dublin  (in  presence  of  Dr  Hartigap,  the  Pro- 
fessor of  Anatomy  and  Surgery  ip  the  University),  in  his  u*ual  cor* 
rcct  and  skilful  manner  5  notwithstanding  the  patient  with  difficultf 
recovered  from  the  perilous  situation,  to  which,  by  incessant  and 
profuse  haemorrhage,  he  was  reduced.  The  spermatic  artery  was 
correctly  included  in  the  ligature,  and  the  iijemorrhage  proceeded 
from  the  general  wounded  surface. 
•     t  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  No.  15,  p,  257. 

%  Memoires  de  T Academic,  torn.  v. 
• '  I  Memoire^  de  PAca^ezpie,  torn,  iii* 
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Ca8£  I.— John  Coffins,  ft  respectable  fiMrmer  living  in  tbc 
neighbourhood  of  Newca&Ue,  county  of  Limerick,  iet.28^  of  strong 
robust  oiake,  and,  previous  to  the  occurrence  of  this  disease,  S 
general  gpod  health,  in  the  mcmth  of  August  1809,  consulted  ms 
pn  the  subject  of  an  ulceration  of  the  right  testide,  under  which 
be  had  laboured  for  the  last  fourteen  months,  arising,  as  he 
stated,  from  au  hurt  he  received,  by  baring  the  testicle  bruised 
by  a  &l^Qn  the  pommel  of  a  saddle^  io  a  plunge  of  his  horse; 
After  the  occurrence  of  die  accident,  the  testicle  inflamed  vio- 
lenthr  9  but  the  inflammation,  after  a  short  time,  wi^  discussed 
by  the  constant  use  of  cold  saturnine  applications  and  a  rigkl 
luatiphlo^stic  treatment* 

He  was  not  long,  however,  permitted,  to  enjoy  the  h<^  of 
being  perfectly  freed  from  the  consequences  of  the  injury  he 
bad  received ;  for  a  recurreaace  of  pain  deep-seated  in  the  testis 
and  so  excessive  as  to  produce  nausea,  and  even  syncope  itself 
warned  him  of  the  approaching  evil  The  body  of  the  testis 
now  became  enlarged  and  hardened j  infiaaunation  had  risen- ^ 
eenouB  height,  and  matter  forming  between  the  tegument  and 
leslis,  spontaneously  disdiarged  itseif  eanedy  at  that  point  where 
sve  Apply  the  trocar  in  the  operation  for  hydrocele,' 'affording 
jconsidef  able,  nay,  entire  relief  from  pain  and  symptomatic  fever* 
In  the  course  of  the  ninth  or  t^ith  clay  from  the  bursting  of  tbis 
abscess,  at  which  time  the  opening  appeared  Aorid,  and  aiq;)Osed 
]to  heal,  (tbe  testis  still  remaining  irr^^Iarly  haitlened  and  eA- 
iarged),  a  fungous  growth  issu^  fortJb*  Ihe  apothecary  who 
attended  having  in  view  the  destruction  oi  it  by  caustic  dpi^liea- 
tions,  rubbed  it  repeatedly  with  ihe  sulphas  cupri,  dressing  k 
with  the  .unguentum  acetsiiscopri,  and  occasi<H3ally  with  tfaeiUR- 
guentum  bydrarg.  nitrat.  making  use  of  cold  aatuvnin^  ^IPP^ 
4:atious  constantly  to  the  body  of  the  testis  kself ;  but  in  vain 
4id  be  attempt  to  repress  this  growth,  which,  unlike  the  fui^us 
ai*ising  from  other  luxuriant  ulcerations,  was  bard-  and  ineora- 
pressible,  affording,  when  attempted  to  be  pressed  between  the 
iinger  and  thumb,  the  same  sensation  as  that  arising  from  com- 
firession  of  the  testis.  From  this  time  to  that  in  which  he  con- 
sulted me,  it  i^^parently  continued  to  increase  in  size,  until  k  be- 
came so  large  as  a  large  apple,  or  until  its  djiMnete^  might  have 
been  about  three  inches  and  an  half  ^  the  shape  somewhat  py- 
riform ;  the  base  placed  next  to  the  testicle,  with  &  smaQ  neck, 
the  diameter  of  wliich  might  be  an  inch  and  half,  but,  to  inspeet 
which,  it  required  to  push  aside  the  base  of  the  tumor,  else,  at  n 
su{)erficial  view,  it  would  seem  to  have  a  broad  ajttj^^hmenfi  to 
th^  testicle:  the  ulcerated  sur&ce  was  of  course:  coosid^rs^bk, 
f  ad  the  discbarge  large  in  quaiuity,  butmor^  visfiid  and  UEUiQfMis 


is  a.  Br  l^ittleV  Cases  ofDiseax  ^  ike  7>5l&  4iS 

than  is  nsual.  Aldiough  I  understood  from  the  patient  himself 
that  the  growth  eonld  by  no  means  be  repressed  by  caustic  ap«> 
plications,  as  he  considered  a  &ir  trial  bad  already  been  givea 
them,  yet,  as  the  method  adopted  appeared  to  me  far  frt^m  tlie 
most  active,  I  did  conceive  that  a  more  efiectnal  use  might  be 
made  of  the  same  means,  and  urged,  in  consequence,  a  renewal 
€)f  their  use. 

'  I  began  with  the  nitras  hydr.  ruber,  which  ^  sprinMed  over 
the  whole  surface  of  the  tumor  every  morning,  during  six  or  se- 
ven successive  days,  covering  it  with  dry  lint,  with  an  external 
Aressing  of  the  white  cerate.  Finding,  however,  that  although 
a  daily  eschar  was  separated  from  the  fungus,  there  was  still  ti0 
ground  gained  as  to  the  ultimate  removal  of  the  tumor,  whilo 
much  pain  and  irritation  were  produced,  I  determined  on  resort* 
ing  to  the  nitras  argenti,  Jis  likely,  by  its  more  powerful  egcharo* 
tic  action,  to  remove  a  greater  quantity,  and,  by  more  rapidly 
subduing  diseased  action,  to  produce  less  nervous  irritation  and 
pain.  In  the  hope  of  its  greater  efficacy,  I  was,  however,  de- 
ceived, and,  after  some  time,  I  felt  inclined  to  fly  to  the  aid  of 
operative  surgery,  which,  though  so  often  a  source  of  infinite 
benefit^  should,  in  every  case,  be  considered  a  dernier  ressort,  on^ 
fy  to  foe  employed  in  cases  of  the  most  imperative  necessity*  At 
this  moment  tnc  Fifteenth  Number  of  the  Edinburgh  ^edkal 
and-  Stir^cal  Journal  fell  into  my  hands,  in  which  1  found  tlie 
oonnAiinication  of  Mr  Lawrence,  the  statement  of  whose  cases  is 
'given  with  such  a  degree  of  perspicuity^  and  whose  practice, 
guided  by  a  iusC  and  rational  view  of  the  nature  of  the  diseosct 
-was  attendeil  With  such  decidedly  advantageous  results,  as  can* 
not  fail  to  impress  the  reader  with  a  s^se  oi  his  accurate  obser- 
-vation,  atid  induce  the  practitioner  to  follow  his  guidance. 

•  My  conclusions  previous  to  the  reading  of  Mr  J^awrence's  va* 
}dabte  cases^  drawn  from  the  nature  of  the  diseai^e,  *^  as  to  its 
consisting  in  original  inflammation  of  the  body  of  the  testis,  and 
a  consequent  ulceration  of  the  externa]  tegument,  when,  the 
l^roper  coat  of  the  testis  becoming-  ruptured,  the  body  of  tlie 
gl^d  protruded,  and  being  then  exposed,  gave  rise  to  the  hard 
jtiuj^ous  enlai*^ement  of  the  prolapsed  part, "  were  exactly  similar 
to  his;  and,  although  in  the  use  of  escharotics,  it  a|>pears  that 
my  success  was  not  equal  to  that  stated  in  his  cases,  still  I  was 
revolving  in  my  mind  the  propriety  of  the  adoption  of  excision  of 
the  protruding  part,  its  removal  by  ligature,  or  the  entire  removal 
irf'tbe  testis  by  castration,  as  a  more  decisively  cilcctaal  remedy. 
**The  pendulous  state  of  the  tumor,  its  narrow  neck,  and  great 
vascularity,  would  seem  to  render  the  removal  by  ligature  the 
uiOBt  preferable  $  but^  as  I  knew  of  np  precedent  to  sanction  th^ 
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a(>pUcaiion  of  a  ligature  to  a  part  of  tleglmid  itself,  and  fearing 
ihat  long-<x)iitinued  considerable  pain  might  attend  its  use  in  ^e 
first  int'tanc^y  and  ihat^  in  aU  probi^Uity,  the  same  dtsposition  tQ 
fttngous  growth. might  reproduce  the  disease^  after  the  veipovat 
<^a  pare  of  ihe  gkiid,  ttius  rendering  a  severe  nerped^  at  Jast 
bat  nugatory^  I  hesitated  ^s  to  the  lipe  I  shoutd  adop^-^Mr 
Lawrence's  cases,  however,  set  my  doubts  at  rest,  and  on  the 
^  I6ik  Sepi. — r applied  a  strong  waxed  silk  ligature  round  the 
neck  of  the  turner^  drawing  it  as  tight  as  I  eonveni«»itfy  eould,' 
without  absolutely  cutting  thmugh  the  suhstanee  of  it.  The 
iurface,  before, florid,  began  now  to  look  livid,  and  full  of  bloody 
which  oozed  from  it  at  different  points.  I  applied  a  superficial 
A'essing  over  alt,  had  him  put  to  bed,  and  an  opiate  administeri 
cd,  as  be  complained  of  violent  pain  shooting  up  along  the  line 
of  the  spermatic  nerves  to  the  kidneys. 

The  pain  during  the  night  was  considerable,  and,  op  escamin"* 
faig  the  tumor  on  the  following  morning,  it  looked  evidently  as 
if  ihe  circulation  had  been  so  far  arrested  as  to  hasteA  fast  it^ 
progress  to  decay. 

l9ih.^^The  ligature  feeling  somewhat  k)o$e,  I  removed  itf 
ftpplyitig  another,  which  I  drew  as  tight  as  possible,  imd  fomid 
ibat  it  reduced  the  diameter  of  the  neck  of  the  tumor  to  less  than 
one  inch.     On  the' 

22dy — ^Finding  this  second  ligature  loose,  I  weigfied  the  pro« 
priety  of  finishing  the  removal  by  die  knife,  which  was  effected 
with  very  slight  haemorrhage  indeed ;  and  now,  by  die  use  of 
adhesive  straps,  and  the  use  of  the  suIphM  of  copper  (whidl| 
appears  to  possess  a  specific  power  in  cicatrisfatfon),  the  sore  was 
finally  healed  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  leaving  a  depressed 
cicatrix,  the  siee  of  a  small  silver  fourpenny^ipiece,  the  remainder 
of  the  testis  being  irregularly  indurated,  and  of  that  kind  of 
shape  as  if  a  portion  had  been  removed,  the  spermatic  cord  re* 
inaining  apparently  perfectly  unaiFected.  From  the  first  appli* 
cation  of  the  ligature,  the  local  soreness  and  pain  were  infinite^ 
less  thaq  before,  (although  from  the  first  bursting  of  the  absces$ 
it  was  rather  dull  and  unpleasant  than  acute),  the  only  inoonvei> 
nience  appearing  to  arise  from  the  adoption  of  iC  as  a  remedy, 
.  was  a  shooting  pain  up  to  the  kidneys,  fi'equently  indeed  severef 
but  generally  palliatedf  (if  not  allayed)  by  the  opiates  he  was  or^ 
dered  each  night  durinnr  the  cure*    ' 

Case  II. — John  Martin,  drummer,  89th  regiment  of  foot,  setat 
23,  a  small  man,  but,  previous  to  the  occurrence  of  disease,  as 
stated  in  the  sequel,  of  a  strong  healthy  constitution.  When  in 
Ouernse\,  about  two  years  seven  months  since,  had  been  a£&et> 
ei^  with  primary  symptoms  of  lues  venerea  (chancre),  which,  un- 


UVt.         X^  UtiEk^s  Cam  dfDfyme  tf  iMe  ThstO.  MS 

dto  tbe  Ufli^  of  merduml  Mddom^  in  the  cont^  of  ^ifie  mmiB 
^An  a  w<idt)  yidlded^  tfnd  he  was  discharged  to  his  duty  ^  cUf* 
ed.  in  the  boitin^  of  eighteen  months  afterwards,  he  felt  a  sohe«* 
0ess  m  his  throat,  and  ^ajs  to  lilcer  appeared  there,  continacd 
for  «oifte  litfyei  and  at  last,  imder  the  use  of  ni^didnes,  wfaick 
hffd  belkVefi  «d  hate  beeh  mercurials,  it  healed.  He  was  now  « 
iPMond  tim^  ^charged  to  his  duty,  which  he  continued  doing 
tlU  witiiin  abo!lit  sev^n  months  since^  when  his  right  testicle  be^ 
€»mti%iBpc^t)ianedtisly  painful,  it  inflamed,  became  ^ed,  enlargedi^ 
Md  hat!d,  attended  with  severe  ^shooting  pain  along  the  cordf^ 
(Whitth  th«md  alsd  in  the  ^largement),  up  to  the  loins^  and  with 
%idcl»M8  at  £«6madi.  He  was  at  tliis  time  in  the  city  of  Gb^ 
«5e6tbts  <and  utid^r  the  <»re  of  a  military  medkal  officer  tJherel 
l^nftltftted  ylifete  now  tecbmmended,  and  the  pftt^t  was  andei* 
lui  inref^kr  ec/ane  of  met-curial  friction,  as  weil  as  am  inteiiui 
IM^  df  saikke  pt^pfttati^ns^  tinder  the  conceptioi^  I  suppose,  of 
the  dls^Si^  ^i<^  Gonneictc^  with  the  formisr  ill-treated  S3fn9pttxni 
f0(f  syp)iilis  he  laboured  liilder.  Matter  now  formed,  fluctuation 
iippieBit^  evid^il^  land  a  discharge  by  prisnclnire  of  a  lancet  wab 
|$ir<l|)Osed,  aeced^  o^  atid  perfeiiaied.    The  most  excruciating 

Ein  Wilis  produced  by  the  punbttire,  insotnuch  that  the  patient 
Vt&A  I  a  smatl  ijudintity  of  Moody  serum  distiHed  from  the 
trp^inj^  amd^  In  the  conr-ise  of  d^fourdi  day  after  the  operation^ 
ft  whitish  Mbc^fice,  about  die  size  of  a  pea,  t^hot  out  ^  the  <k* 
y^eintingi^  idnatli^ndied  however  with  paiti,  which  seemed  to  have 
altogether  di^ap^eafed  since  the  discharge  of  the  contents  of  the 
%tec^&^  iaind  havings  to  the  patient's  ideas,  the  appearance  oF  the 
t^stid>  ki  whith  opiniKm  his  attelidtot  coincided  i  and  diat  they 
were  btotfe  correct  in  iketr  ioonchi&ion  1  have  every  reasofn  to  de^- 
iclare.  The  protruding  tattior  appeakied,  for  the  course  of  tw^ 
Inonthi^  du!ring  whith  the  patient  remained  ih  Glocester,  to  bk 
^n  the  increase  gradually,  which  indeed  the  inertness  of  the 
i^radtice  add|yted  seemed  to  contribute  to^  as  the  only  extemoi 
^mppHeation  made  use  of  was  the  unguentum  hydr.  fort  as  a  dress<« 
$tog ;  's^f  internaliy^  an  irregular  and  occasional  use  of  mfercu^^ 
I'iai  fMW  A  sifck  farlpQ^,  permitting  him  to  Vetum  to  hia 
Iriends  in  Ireland,  under  the  impressioki,  I  suppose,  that  the 
H^alady  had  gained  an  ificarable  height,  was  procured ;  and  at 
the  eviration  "of  five  months  from  the  time  of  the  puncture  be^^ 
ing  made,  he  was  seen  in  Eniscorchy,  Ireland,  by  Dr  Poole,  the 
-etm  surgeon  of  the  di^rict,  then  on  a  tour  of  in^ecdon.  Un- 
willing to  see  this  <Yeaiare  fail  a  victim  to  the  treatment  he  Jiad 
experienced^  Dr  Poole  ordered  him  into  the  general  hospital  in 
Waterford,  under  his  own  immediate  inspection,  where,  as  the 
tesult  proved,  the  natural  fruit  of  well-directed  professional  skifit 
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so  abandantly  to  be  reapeA*  On  bis  tdmiMioii  torthr  tpm^ 
nd  hospitil  of  Waterfordy  his  constittkion  appeared  to.baf^e 
•offered  much.  The  fungous  growth  from  the  testis,  to  'which 
b  was  broadly  connected^  and  of  which  it  seemed  to  form  a  parti 
bad  reached  the  size  of  a  clenched  fist,  with  a  flattened  niush^ 
room  heady  florid,  and  discharging  an  healthy  matter,  but  jnont 
mnoous  and  viscid  than  comnlon  pus;  and  althou^.ibwasnot 
of  the  some  pendulous  shape  as  in  the  fom^r  case,  stiU  Dr 
Pooie  meditated  on  the  practicability  of  removing  it  by  ligature^ 
which  would  have  been  attended  with  facility ;  but  here  Us 
feelings  were  exactly  similar  to  mine,  when,  considering  the 
|NPopnety  of  similar  treatment  in  the  former  case,  he  dreaded  the 
constitational  affection  he  might  produce.  ^  Hhe  firm  uoyjeld^ 
lug  texture  of  the  tunica  a^ginea  testis  was  well  known  Uf 
fcim ;  and  as  arterial  ligatures  are  so  long  retained,  where  nerves 
•re  included,  the  analogicid  inference  was  by  no  means  un&iPf 
that  in  this  case  a  ligature  mnst  be  long  retained.  Me  diei^ort 
trusted  to  the  use  of  esobaroticsy.in  Uie  use  of  which,  for  the 
course  of  a  fortnight  after  admission,  he  studiou<iIy  persisted  i 
and  as  it  appeared  to  him  that  a  venereal  taint,  although  not  al 
the  moment  apparent,  might  still  be  lurking  in  a  constitution  so 
ill  secured  against  its  recurrence^  he  prescribed  a  gentle  conrse  of 
mercury,  directing  the  massa  piL  hyd.  to  be  used  in  such  qu«n« 
tities  as  to  affect  the  mouth  slightly,  desisting  from  its  use  when 
its  ef&;ct8  were  too  severely  felt,  and  recurring  to  it  so  as  to  k^ 
up  a  constant  gentle  mercurial  action  for  some  time. 

The  esdisrotfa^  here  employed  were  the  nitrate  of  silver,  ibfi 
red  precipitate,  and  the  sulfate  of  copper,  but  none  seeme4  ^ 
exert  any  influence  in  diminishing  the  growth^  althou^  a  slpygh 
each  day  was  cast  from  the  whole  surface,  until  the  constituttor 
became  affected  by  the  mercury.  The  fungous  growth  now 
daily  and  rapidly  diminisbed,  until  at  last  it  seemed  to  shrink 
%vithin  the  surrounding  surface  of  the  teguments;  and  at  this 
time  there  remains  a  depression  about  the  sise  of  a  fivepeRny 
piece ;  the  surface  still  ulcerated,  but  healing  rapidly  j^  the  testis 
IS  diminished  in  size  by  otie  halA  and  is  of  that  semi-rotund 
riiape  as  if  it  wmited  its  anterior  half  ^  the  teguments  adh^Qg 
closely,  the  spermatic  cord  perfectly  natuiiaJ,  and  his^constiti^ 
tional  health  better  than  since  the  first  attack  of  the  ve^ereiJ 
disease,  now  two  years  and  seven  months  ago.  ^ 

Tlmt  this  disease  had  some  connexion  with  the  original  vene- 
real afibction,  many  will  be  disposed  to  doubt,  and  the  influi^oce 
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fiS.  mi^itaiy,  under  whieh  the  disea^so  speedily  subsided,  irill 
not  by  them  be  considered  proof  sufficient  to  controvert  their 
supposition,  while  the  general  utility  attendins  an  alterative 
course  in  common  ulcerations^  sore  legs,  fi^c  will  seem  to  abet 
their  conclusion.  However,  that  there  was  some  relic  of  sj^ 
phititic  virus  I  am  inclined  to  think  \  and  that  the  mercnnal 
course  was  not  hastily  or  inconsiderately  resorted  to,  the  resi^ 
proves ;  and  as  a  further^  though  a  negative  proof,  the  origin  of 
this  disease  was  not,  as  in  the  greater  number  «f  Mr  Lawrence's 
cases,  founded  in  external  accident  or  injury,  and  could  be 
traced  to  nought  but  a  depraved  or  tainted  habit. 

For  the  latter  of  those  cases  I  am  indebted  to  Dr  Pode^s  Idnd^ 
ness,  whO|  with  that  readiness  which  characterizes  the  lover  of 
acience  and  of  man,  aSbrded  me  every  information  recpiiredy 
and  whose  views  of  the  case  being  in  exact  unison  with  those 
which  had  more  than  three  years  dnce  been  mine,  stamp  thai 
truth  and  validity  on  the  conclusions  which  long  experience  and 
attentive  observation  must  ever  contribute  to  esUtblish. 

Waterfard^  February  StAf  1812. 


MEDICAL  EXTRACTS.     No.  IX. 

yUe  Croanian  Lecturey  on  some  P^iolqgical  Besearches  respecU 
ing  the  Influence  of  the  Brain  on  the  Action  of  the  Hearty  and 
an  the  Generation  of  Animal  HeaL  By  B.  C.  Brodie,  Esq^ 
F.  R.  S. 

Experiments  and  Observations  on  the  differenf  Modes  in  tthich 
Death  is  produced  by  certain  Vegetablje  Poisons.  By  B.  C 
Brodie,  Esq.  F.  R.  S^  Communicated  by  the  Society  Jor  tro^ 
mating  the  Knawiedge  of  Animal  Chemistry. 

Utrthet  Experiments  and  Observations  on  the  Action  of  Poisons  on 
the  Animal  System.  By  B.  C.  Brodie,  Esq.  F.  R.  S.  Com- 
fmnicated  to  the  Society  Jor  the  Improvemetit  of  Animal  Che* 
mistrj/f  and  by  them  to  the  Royal  Society. 

MR  BrodiS^s  papers  are  of  that  nature  which  we  consider 
well  calcuwted  to  iurcisb  a  series  of  interesting  extracts^ 
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"We  wish)  fit  pregem,  inertly  to  pot  our  readers  in  poMessioti  of 
the  fitts  ^nd  opinidns  txHitidtidd  in  them.  Hereitfter  they  ih«y 
become  tlit)  subfeot  of  cridciJ  diBCUssion. 

**  Ifl  tntklng  etp^memson  aiiinMils,  lo  aseertaln  how  &r  the  im 
lliiertce  of  the  bririn  It  necnnry  to  the  action  of  the  heait,  I  found 
Miat,  wheir  an  animal  was-  pithed  bf  dividing  the  spmal  marroir  m 
the  opper  part  of  the  neck,  retpiration  waa  immediatelf  destroyed  $ 
Imt  the  heart  suU  «oatili«ed  t^  contract,  <:irc«Iatin|;  dark-cokmred 
Mood*  and  that,  in  some  instancesp  from  ten  to  fiueen  roinates  e^ 
lapsed  before  its  action  had  entirely  ceased.  I  farther  fooad^  tha| 
"when  the  head  was  removed,  the  divided  bipod-vessels  being  seczuv 
cd  hf  a  ligature^  the  circulation  still  contintted*  apparently  ttnair« 
-fected  by  .the  entwe  separation  of  the  brain.  These  experiments  con? 
firmed  die  observations  of  Mr  Criiickshank  ♦  and  M.  Blchdty  f  that 
the  brain  is  not  directly  necessary  to  the  actibn  of  the  heart ;  and 
that,  when  ^e  futictioos  of  the  brain  are  destroyed,  the  circulaiSodi 
ceases  Only  iti  consequence  of  the  snspensfon  of  respiration.  TMi 
led  me  to  conclude,  that,  if  respiration  was  produced  artificially,  ■fli 
heart  would  cotmme  to  contract  for  a  ftM  longer  period  of  tim^ 
after  the  removal  of  the  brain.  The  troth  of  tfaia  condosion  ^rair 
ascertained  by  the  following  experiment. 

*'  Experiment  1 . — I  divided  the  spinal  marrow  of  a  rabbit  ra  the 
irpace  between  the  Occiput  «md  adas ;  and  having  made  an  op^ii^ 
into  the  trachea,  fitted  into  it  a  tube  of  elastic  gum,  to  which  wasr 
connected  a  small  4>air  of  bellows,  so  constructed  that  the  lUng9 
might  be  in^fiated^  «md  then  flowed  to^mpty  themstlveB.  By  re- 
peating diis  process  once  in  five  seconds,  the  lungs  being  each  tinie 
fttU|r  inflated  with  fresh  atmesptieric  air,  an  artifici^  res^ratian  wa^ 
ke|)t  up.  I  then  secured  the  blobd-ves^ls  iti  the  neck,  and  removed 
the  head  by  cutting  through  the  soft  parts  above  the  ligature,  and 
geparttit>g  the  oetipat  lirom  ^  ^^k*.  The  heaxt  condnaed  to  oon- 
tract,  apparently  with  as  much  strength  and  frequency  as  in  a  liting 
animal*  I  examined  the  blood  in  the  different  sets  of  vessels,  and 
Vbund  tt  darkKfoloured  ia.  the  venas  ^avj^  and  pnlmonary  artery^  ao^ 
of  the  usual  Horid  red  colour  ia  the  pulmonary  veins  and  aorta.  At 
the  end  of  twenty-'five  minutes  from  the  time  of  di^  spinal  martoW^ 
ViOg  divided,  the  action  df'^te  heart  beettme  feint^r,  ^i&d  the-espe* 
riment  was  put  an  end  to.  .     ^     ^ 

<*  With  a  view  to  promote  the  inquiry  Instituted  by  the  Society  for 
fr«motiDj^  thekuewledgeof  Aohnftl  chemistry  respecting  the  inilucfly 
of  the  nerves  on  the  lecretions,  t  I  icndeavoured  to  ascertain  whether 
they  continued  after  the  influence  of  the  brain  was  removed.  In  the 
cofturienc^mtnt  of  The  experifment,  I  enrptied  the  bladder  of  te  c 


*  Philosophical  Transactions,  1793. 
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\tt^  bf  pressure  j  «t  the  end  of  tbe  exjperiment  the  bladd^  conti.^ 
nued  empty. 

"  This  ezperimefnt  led  me  to  conclude,  that  the  action  of  the  heart 
^Ight  be  m^de  to  continue  after  (he  brain  was  removed^  by  means 
of  artificial  respiration ;  but  that,  under  these  circtUndUinces,  the  se« 
cretion  Of  urine  did  not  take  places '' 

l^e  same  results  were  obtained  on  repeating  the  ejtpcriment 
oh  a  iQid31e^aged  ddg^  and  oh~ another  rabbit. 
,  **  in  the  two  last  Experiments  the  animsds  cooled  very  rapidly,  not- 
'trithstanding  tlie  blood  appeared  to  undergo  the  usiial  changes  in 
the  lungs  ;  tnd  I  was  therefore  induced  to  di}ubt  whether  the  above- 
mentioned  opinion  respetting  the  source  of  animal  heat  is  correct. 
Ko  positive  conclusions,  however,  coUld  t>e  deduced  from  these  e;pe* 
riments.  If*  animal  heat  depends  on  the  changes  produced  on  the 
blood,  bj  the  stir  in  respiration*  Jts  being  kept  up  to  the  natural 
standard,  or  otherwise,  must  depend  on  the  quantity  of  air  inspired, 
aqd  on  the  quantity  of  bjood  passing  through  the  lungs  in  a^iveni 
space  of  time ;  in  other  words,  it  must  be  in  proportion  to  the  fulness 
and  fl-equency  of  the  pulse,  and  the  fulness  and  frequency  of  the 
inspirations*  It  therefore  became  necessary  to  pay  particiQar  atten- 
tion to  these  circumstances.  *^ 

In  experiments  4»  5,  and  ^^  the  heat  of  the  animal  sunk  rapid*- 
iy,  notwithstanding  the  continuance  of  the  respiration  i  and,  by 
Comparison,  it  appeared,  that  not  only  no  heat  Was  generated  in 
i*abbits,  in  whicn  the  circulatioa  was  maintained  oy  artificial 
respiration^  but  that  they  cooled  even  more  rapidly  than  dead 
rabbits.  The  seventh  experiment,  from  which  we  extract  £(6m^' 
of  tbe  details,  proves  the  same  thiqg. 

<'  I  procured  two  large  full  grown  rabbits  of  the  satme  colom*,  and 
Uo  n^ly  equal  in  si;^,  that  no  difference  cduld  be  detected  by  the 

'^  The  temperature  of  the  room  was  57^,  and  the  heat  in  the  rec- 
tum of  each  rabUt^  previous  to  the  experiment,  was  lOOr* 

*'  I  divided  the  spinal  roarroW  in  one  of  them,  produced  artificial 
respiration^  and  removed  the  head  after  havhig  secured  the  vessels 
in  tb^  neck,  l^he  artificial  respirations  were  made  about  35  timetf 
maininute. 

<'  .During  th^  first  hour  the  heart  contracted  l44  times  iti  a  mi- 
instf • ,,...■ 

^*  At  the  end  of  an  hour  and  a  quarter,  the  pulse  had  fatten  to  13^ 
in  a  nunate,  and  it  contintled  the  same  at  the  end  of  an  hour  and  a 
half.  At  the  end  of  an  hour  and  forty  minutes,  the  pulse  had  falleii 
to  90  in  a  minute^  and  the  artificial  re^ir^tton  wa;|i  not  continued 
^ter  this  periods 

,  .  ^*  The  temperature  of  the  room  being  the  same,  the  second  rabbit 
was  killed  by  dividing  the  spinal  marrow,  and  the  temperature  was 
•xami^ed  at  corresponding  periods* 
.  A  ^9^  viji. .  »o.  32.  t  f 
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<<  The  foHowing  Table  #fll  thew  the  comparative  temperaltm  of 
Ae  two  aDunals  at  corresponding  periodst 


Tim. 

Rabbit  with  artiftcial  respmrtion; 

Bead  Rabbit              | 

Therm,  in  the 

TbtrackHi^v 

Thmm.  in  llie 

■ ■ 

ThcraL.  In  tli«, 

\ 

Rectum. 

Pericftidiuin. 

t      Ractuin. 

!>  -  — *          «* 

^eforethe  1 
iBxperiment ) 

100^ 

t 

100^ 

* 

• 

SO  min. 

97 

1 

99 

45  — . 

95^ 

98 

SO- 

94 

96i 

TS— 

92 

95 

* 

go  — 

91 

94 

|ioo-      , 

904 

87i 

93        1 

..     901 

**  In  this  expermient,  the  thorax,  eren  ia  the  dead  animal,,  cooled 
more  rapidly  than  the  abdomen*  This  is  to  be  explained  by  the 
difference  in  the  bulk  of  these  two  parts*  The  rabbit,  in  wbidi  the 
circulation  was  maintained  by  artificial  respiration,  cooled  more  rai* 
pidly  than  the  dead  rabbit ;  but  the  difference  was  more  perceptible 
in  the  thorax  than  in  the  rectum.  This  is  what  might  be  expecte<i^ 
If  the  production  of  animal  heat  does  not  depend  on  respiration,  since 
the  cold  air,  by  which  the  lungs  were  inflated,  must  nece89ari]y  have 
abstracted  a  certain  quantity  of  heat,  particularly  as  its  influence 
was.  communicated  to  all  parts  of  the  body,  in  consequence  of  thd 
continuance  of  respiration. 

**  It  was  suggested  that  some  anin^al  heat  might  have  been  generate 
ed,  though  so  small  in  quantity  as  not  to  counterbalance  the  cooling 
powers  of  the  air  thrown  into  the  lungs.  It  is  difficult  or  irapoasible 
to  ascertain,  with  perfect  accuracy,  what  effect  cold  air  thrown  intd 
the  lungs  would  have  on  the  temperature  of  an  animal  tinder  th» 
circumstances  of  the  last  experiment,  independentty  of  any  chemical 
action  on  the  blood ;  siirce,  if  no  chemical  changes  were  produced, 
the  circulation  could  not  be  maintained,  and  if  the  circulalion  eeased, 
the  cooling  properties  of  the  air  must  be  mote  confined  to  the  thorax, 
and  not  communicated  in  an  equal  degree  to  the  more  distant  part^ 
The  following  experiment,  however,  was  instituted,  as  likely  ta  afford 
a  nearer  approximation  to  the  truth,  than  any  other  that  could  be 
devised. 

^^Escperhn^i  S.-^l  procored  two  rabbits  of  thesame  sfee  and  ctdour; 
the  temperature  of  the  room  was  64^.  I  Idlled  one  of  them  by  dii> 
▼iding  the  spinal  marrow,  and  immediately,  hating  made  ah  op^nioft 
into  the  left  side  of  the  thorax,  I  tied  a  ligature  round  the  base  of 
the  heart,  so  as  to  stop  the  circulation.  The  wound  iw  the  idtin  was 
elosed  by  a  suture.  An  opening  was  then  made  hito  the  trachea^ 
and  the  apparatus  for  artificial  respiration  being  fitted  into  it,  the 
lunjpi  were  inflatedi  and  then  idlowed  to  collapse  as  in  thefbtmlf 
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BcriBMWt,  nboiit  36  ifaMB  ia  a  n^iit^  T^  was  cKfotmoed  lor  atf 
noiir  and  a  half,  and  the  temperature  was  examined  at  di£^rent 
periods;  The  temperature  of  the  room  bemg  the  same,  I  killed  the( 
second  rabhit  In  the  same  manner,  and  measured  the  temperature 
at  corresponding  periods.  The  eompstratire  temperature  of  the  two 
diead  animahy  under  these  circttmstances,  will  he  seen  hi  the  foUow" 
ingtiriile. 


titAiL 

Dead  Rabbit  whose  lungs  were 

inflated. 

1 

Dead  Rabbit  whose  lungs  Were 
not  inflated. 

Therm,  in  the 
Rectum. 

Therm,  in  the 
ISianix. 

Therm,  in  the 
Rectum. 

Therm,  la  the 
ThMftS. 

fiefbre  die  Ex 
periment 
SOmin. 
45  — 
60  — 
75  — 
90  — 

100 
97 
95j^ 
94 
9^1 
91 

80 

100 
9S 
96 

€LL1, 

93 
91^ 

m   1 

*^  In  this  last  experiment,  as  may  be  seen  from  fhe  above  table,  thel 
difference  in  the  temperature  of  the  two  rabbits,  at  the  end  of  att 
hour  and  a  half,  in  the  rectum  was  half  a  degree,  and  in  the  thorax^ 
two  degrees  and  a  half;  whereas,  in  the  preceding  ej^periment,  at  the 
end  of  an  hour  and  forty  minutes,  the  difference  in  the  rectum  waff, 
2^  di^reaiit.  and  hi  the  thorax  S  degrees.  It  appears,  tkerefore,  that, 
the  rabbit,  in  which  the  circulation  was  maintained  by  artificiid  res^ 

Citiout  oooled  more  rapidly,  on  the  whole,  than  the  rabbit  whose' 
gs  were  inflated  in  the  same  manner  after  the  circulation  had. 
CGMsed.  This  is  what  might  be  expected  if  no  heat  was  produced  by. 
the  chemical  actun  of  the  air  on  the  blood ;  since,  in  the  last  case, 
the  cold  air  was  alwH^ys  applied  to  the  same  surface,  6ut,  m  the 
Cornier,  it  was  applied  always  ta  fresh  portions  of  blood,  by  which 
its  cooling  powers  were  eomuiunicated  to  fhe  more  &tant  parts  of 
the  body. 

•  **  In  the  experiments  formerly  detailed,  where  the  circulation  wa^ 
ii^aintained  by  means  of  artificial  respiration,  after  the  head  was  re* 
DQOved,  I  observed  that  the  blood,  in  its  passage  throng  ^  lutig^ 
lifpM  altered  from  a  dark  to  a  scarlet  colour ;  and  hence  I  Was  led  t^. 
eoDclude,  that  the  action  of  the  air  produced  in  it  dvanges  analogouf 
|o  those  which  occur  under  ordinary  circumstances,  x  haVe  lately^ 
with  the  assistance  of  my  friend  Mr  W.  Brande,  made  tlie  following 
experiment,  which  appears  to  confirm  Che  truth  of  this  conclusion. 

**  An  elastic  gum  bottle,  having  a  tube  and  stop -cock  connected 
with  it,  was  filled  with  about  a  pint  of  oxygen  gas.  The  spinal 
.ttiar^^w  was  divided  in  the  neck  of  a  young  rabbity  aid'  i2ie  Uoofk 
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temk  (uitfDg  bteasecortd,  tiie  hod  wm  rennred»  $mi  ^'mcidm 
tioB  wa8  mainUiaad  by  k^ating  the  lungt  wbh  atttoapliene  ftiF  foi^ 
fiye  minutee,  at  the  end  of  vhick  time  iht  tube  of -the  gum  bottle  wa9 
iaeertedl  let*  the  troobeef  and  oaCefuMy  sectnrecl  fo^  a  %atiire,  so  th^ 
BO  air  might  escape.  By  making  pressure  on  ibe  gum  bottle,  ther. 
gaa  «BS  made  ta  pass  and  vepassiolo  and  from,  tbeiui^  about  SQI 
times  in  a  minute.  At  first,  the  heart  aeted  one  handred  andtweoty: 
times  in  a  minute,  with  regularity  and  strength ;  the  thermometer  inr 
the  rectum  rose  to  100^.  At  the  end  jof  an  h^ur,  the  heart -acted 
as  fVequently  as  before,  but  more  feeUy;  the  Mood  in  the  arterieai 
waa  very  litUe  more  fiorid  than  that  m  the  teins ;  the  Ihen^ometeP 
eft  the  rectum  bad  fallen  to  d&°.  Tbe  gum  bottle  Mraa  then  removed* 
.  Qn  causing  a  stream  of  the  gas,  'which  ft  cetotained,  ^o  pass  through* 
)ime*water*  the  piseseBce  Qf^x:arboiuc,a$id  wasi  indicated  by  the  Uqiud 
l^ing  instantly  rendered  turbid*     Th^  proportion  of  d^rbonic  acid 

I 'as  not  accMrately  determined ;  but  i^  appeared  to  &>rm  «^}out  one^ 
alf  of  the  qnantity  of  g^s  in  the  bottje. 

*^  I  have  selected  the  above  from  a  great  niimber  of  similar  experi* 
brents,  whicl^  it  \roujd  be  needless  to^etaiU  It  is  sufficient  to  state 
l^at  the  generfid  resu^  w^re  always  the  sam^  and  tl^at  whether  the 
fnhe  was  frequent  or  slow,  fullr  or  smajl^  or  whether  the  respiratiooft 
Were  frequent  or  otherwise,  there  was  no  pereeptiMe  (^ference  in 
IbQ  cooling  of  the  animal. 

"  From  the  whole  we  may  deduce  the  following  condtisions. 

*^  1#  The  influence  of  the  brain  is  not  directly  nfscessaify  to  tlie 
action  of  the  heart. 

**  2.  Whetk  the  brain  is  injured  or  rempTed,  the  action  ef  the  heart 
ceases,  only  because  respiration  Is  under  its  influence ;  and  if,  under 
these  ch'cumstancesr  respiration  is  artificially  produced,  the  circula*^ 
tk)n  will  still  continue. 

**  3.  When  the  influence  of  the  bratn  is  cut  oft  the  secretin  of 
urine  appears  to  cease,  and  no  beat  fs  generated ;  notwithstandkig 
the  functions  of  respiration,  and  the  ctrculatton  of  the  blood  continue 
to  be  perfo^ed,  and  the  usual  changes  in  the  appearance  of  the 
Blood  are  produced  in  the  lungs. 

"  4.  When  the  air  respired  Is  colder  than  the  natural  temptralure 
of  the  animal,  the  e^ect  of  respiration  is  not  to  generate,  but  to  di» 
mbish  animal  hea^. "  , 

On  the  Action  of  Poisons. 

Mr  Brodic'?  ot^ect,-  in  these  experiments,  was  to  ascertain  inr 
what  manner  certain  subs^eea  act  on  the  animal  sv^temy  mt 
us  to  occs^ron  death  independently  of  mechanical  injury,  and; 
especially,  on  which  of  the  vital  organs  the  poison  employed 
exercises  its  primary  influence,  and  through  what  medium  that 
qrgan  becomes  affected.  In  some  experiments,  the  poison  waar 
applied  internally,  that  is,  to  the  mucous  membranes  of  tlir 
iongue  and  alimentary  canals  and  la  others  to  wounded  siufiioesi. 
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Alcoiol.-^TbL&re'Bin  fouOr  eitperfments  with  •Icofabl  in^Beted  in^ 
to  the  stomach  qf  rmbbite.     The  third  will  raf&ce  as  an  example. 

*^  Exp.  S«3.3even  4rmmt  of  pibof  tiHrits  were  htjected  iat6  the  sto* 
Ynach  of  a  younger  rabbit.  Two  minui^s  afterwards,  he  evidently  wai 
affected  by  the  spirits;  and  in  d&ree  minutes  more,  belay  on  one  sidife 
XBOtioBless  and  inwMibic;  The  piipiU  of  the  eyes  were  perfectly  di» 
lated  ;  tbere  wek-e  occttsioiial  slight  contakive  motions  of  the  extre- 
smties;  the  respiration  was  labcmouiL  It  was  ^adaally  performed 
at  lon^r  and  longer  intervals ;  and  at  the  end  of  an  honr  and  fifteen 
BufeateiB  had  entmly  ceased.  Two  mhiutes  after  the  animal  was  ap- 
psu'cntly  dead,  I  opened  into  the  diorai»  and  found  the  heart  acting 
widi  moderate  fortfe  And  frsquetieyi  circiflattng  dark-coioored  blood. 
i  introdncei  a  tobe  into  the  traebeaiy  and  produced  ^ti^cial  respirai- 
tion  by  inflating  the  Ittngs^  and  found  that^  by  these  meaos^  the  ao^ 
tion  of  the  heart  might  be  kept  «p  to  the  natural  siandard»  as  in  an 
animal  from  whom  the  head  is  removed. 

"  It  would  appear,  from  the  experiments  which  I  have  just  de- 
tailed, that  the  symptoms  produced  by  a  large  quantity  of  spirits 
taken  into  the  stomach,  arise  entirely  from  disturbance  of  the  func- 
tions of  the  brain.  The  complete  insensilnHty  to  external  impre»- 
sioni»  the  dilatatioD  of  the  piqMls  of  the  eyea^  and  the  loss  of  mo- 
tion»  indieate  that  the  fmictions  of  this  organ  are  suspended.  Re- 
tpiration^  which  is  nnder  its  influence,  is  ill  performed,  and  at  last 
altogether  ceases;  while  the  heart,  to  the  action  of  which  the  braiii 
is  not  directly  necessary,  conttnues  to  eooCract,  circulatifig  dark»co- 
kmred  blood  for  some  time  afterwards. 

^  There  is  a  striking  anaiogy  l»etween  the  s3Fmptoms  arising  from 
spirits  taken  inttnially,  a«d  tkose  producefd  by  injuries  of  the  brain. 

*'  Concussion  of  the  bratA,  which  mcay  be  considered  as  the  slight- 
est degree  of  tfijary,  occasions  a  Mate  of  mind  resembling  intoxica- 
tion ;  and  the  resemblance,  in  sonde  iastanoea^  is  so  eomplete,  that  the 
most  accurate  obserirsr  catmot  form  a  dia^osis,  except  from  tlie 
history  of  the  case.  Pressure  on  die  brain,  ^hich  is  a  more  severe 
ingory  than  concussion,  pvodaces  Uks  of  motion,  tnsensibilityi  dilata- 
tion of  the  pupils  ;  respiration  becomes  laboured  and  stertorous  ;  is 
performed  at  loi^  intervals ;  and  at  last  altogether  xreiisesy  and  the 
patient  dies. 

'^  It  forms  an  interesting  matter  of  inqairyi  whether  spirits,  when 
taken  into  the  stomach,  produce  their  effects  on  the  brain  by  being 
absorbed  into  the  -circiilation,  or  in  consequeoce  of  the  sympathy  that 
exists  between  these  organs  by  meafis  of  the  nerves.  The  following 
cireumstances  lead  me  to  conclude  that  they  act  in  the  last  of  these 
two  ways. 

^1.  In  experiments  ^rhtte^  animals  have  been  killed  by  the  in- 
jection of  spirits  into  the  stomach,  I  have  fonnd  this  organ  to  beftr 
the  marks  of  great  inflammation,  but  never  fonnd  any  preternatural 
appearances  whatever  in  the  brain.  2.  The  effscts  of  spirits  taken 
into  the  stomach,  in  the  last  experiment  (No  4*.),  were  so  instanta- 
4i£oos,  that  it  appears  impossible  that  absorption  should  have  takea 


tH  Medical  Extracis.    No.  IX.  Oct« 

]4aee  before  they  were  produced.  S.  A  penon  who  is  intoxicated 
freqaentlf  becomes  suddenly  sober  after  Tomitiog.  4.  In  the  expe- 
rhnents  which  I  have  just  rdated,  I  mtsed  tmctare  of  rhubarb  witli 
the  spirfts»  knowinffy  from  die  ezperknents  of  Mr  Home  and  Mr 
-William  Brande^  that  this,  when  absorbed  into  the  cireolatioo,  was 
f  eadilf  separated  from  the  blood  by  the  kidneyst  and  HbM  verj  small 
/quantities  might  be  detected  in  the  urine  by  the  addition  of  potash  ^ 
batt  ihoogh  I  never  fiuled  to  find  urtae  in  the  bladder^  I  never  de<- 
tected  rhubarb  in  it. 

**  The  including  the  termination  of  the  thoracic  duct  in  a  ligature 
4oes  not  preyent  spiritsy  when  taloea  into  the  stomachi  from  proda- 
4cing  their  usual  eActs  on  the  nerrovs  system ;  but  subsequent  observ- 
ationsy  which  Mr  Home  has  already  communicated  to  this  Society* 
liare  diown  that  no  conclusion  caii  be  drawn  from  this  experiment.  ** 

The  effects  of  the  essential  oil  of  bitter  almonds,  and  the  juice 
of  the  leaves  of  aconite,  were  similar  to  those  of  alcohol ;  as  were 
jikewise  those  of  the  emp^eumatic  oil  of  tobacco.  But  it  is  rer 
inarkable  that  the  infusion  of  this  ]ast  nfurcotlc  herb  seemed  tp 
:pct  on  totally  different  p^iociples. 

*'  Exp.  8.-»Four  ounces  of  infusion  of  tobacco  were  injected  into 
liht  rectum  of  a  dog.  Four  minutes  afterwards  he  retched,  but  did 
sot  vomiL  He  then  became  faint,  and  lay  motionless  on  one  side* 
At  the  end  of  nine  minutes  from  the  time  of  the  injection,  the  hea^ 
<ould  not  be  felt.  He  gasped  ^  breath  at  long  intervals ;  and  in 
another  minute  there  was  no  appearance  whatever  of  life.  I  imme- 
diately laid  open  the  carities  of  the  thorax  and  abdomen.  The  heart 
was  much  distended,  and  had  en^rely  ceas(^  to  contract.  There 
was  no  peristaltic  motion  of  die  intestioeSf 

^<  Exp'  ll.-r-Three  ounces  of  infusion  of  tobacco  were  injected  in- 
to the  rectum  of  a  dog.  .Immedtatriy  there  took  place  tremulqus 
contractions  of  the  voluntary  musclesw  live  minutes  afterwards,  the 
injection  was  repeated  in  the  same  quantity.  The  dog  then  was 
sick,  and  threw  up  some  of  the  infusion,  with  other  matter,  from  the 
stomach :  he  became  faint,  and  died  tea  minutes  after  the  secc^ 
injection.  Immediately  after  respiration  had  ceased,  I  opened  die 
thorax,  and  found  the  heart  extremely  distended,  and  without  ax\y 
evident  cpntrajction,  except  of  the  appendix  of  the  right  auricle, 
which  every  now  and  then  contracted  in  a  slight  degree*  I  divide4 
the  pericardium  on  the  right  side.  In  consequence  of  the  extreme 
distention  of  the  he;^*t,  this  could  not  be  done  without  irritating  the 
fibres  with  the  point  of  the  scalpeL  Immediately  both  auricles  and 
"ventricles  began  to  contract  with  considerable  force,  so  as  to  restore 
the  circulation.  Artificial  respiration  was  produced,  and  the  circu- 
lation was  kept  up  for  more  than  half  an  lM)ur,  beyond  which  time 
|he  experiment  was  not  continued. 

**  We  may  conclude  from  these  experiments,  that  the  effect  of  the 

infusion  of  tobacco,  when  injected  into  the  intestine  of  a  living  ani- 

>  pial,  is  to  destroy  the  action  of  the  h^art»  stopping  the  circulatipn,  and 
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prodhierog  syncope.  It  appeared  to  tne,  that  the  action  of  the  heart 
ceased  even  hefore  the  anitnd  had.  ceased  to  respire ;  and  this  was 
con€rmed  by  another  experiment,  in  which,  in  a  6of^  killed  by  the 
infusion  of  tobacco,  I  found  the  cavities  of  the  left  side  of  the  heart 
to  contain  ^scarlet  ^lood,  while  in  those  «f  the  right  side  the  blood 
was  dark-coloured.  This  poison,  therefore,  differs  ma»terially  from 
silcdhdt,  'die  essential  oil  of  almonds,  and  the  jaice  of  aconite,  which 
have  no  direct  influence  on  the  action  of'  the  heart.  The  infusion  of 
tobacco  renders  die  heart  insensible  to  the  stimulus  of  the  blood;  but 
it  does  not  altogether  destroy  the  power  of  muscular  contraction, 
since  the  heart  resumed  its  action  in  one  instance  on  the  divisimi  of 
the  pericardium,  and  i  have  found  that  the  voluntary  muscles  of  an 
animal  killed  by  this  poison,  are  as  readily  stimulated  to  contract  by 
the  influence  of  the  Voltaic  battery,  as  if  it  had  been  killed  in  any 
other  manner.  At  the  same  time,  however^  that  the  infusion  oif 
tobacco  destroys  the  action  of  the  heart,  it  appears  to  destroy  also 
dit  functions  of  the  brain,  since  these  did  not  return  in  the  last  ex- 
periment; although  the  circulation  was  restored,  and  kept  up  by 
artificial  respiration. 

**  Since  diere  is  no  direct  communication  between  the-  intestinal 
canal  and  the  heart,  I  was  at  first  induced  to  suppose  that  the  latter 
becomes  affected  in  consequence  of  the  infusion  being  conv^ed  into 
the  blood  by  absorption. '  Some  cireumctanoes  in  die  foHowitig  ex^ 
periment  have  since  led  me  to  doubt  whedier  this  is  the  case. 

'**  Exp.  12.-^In  a  dog  whose  head  was  removed,  I  kept  up  the  cir« 
culation  by  means  of  artifictal  respiration,  in  the  manner  already 
described  in  the  account  of  some  experiments  which  I  lately  com« 
tnunicated  to  this  Society.  I  then  injected  into  the  stomach  and 
intestines  nine  ounces  of  infusion  of  tobacco.  At  the  time  of  the 
injection,  the  body  of  the  animal  lay  perfectly  quiet  and  motionless 
on  the  table :  the  heart  acted  regulaiiy  one  hundred  times  in  a 
minute.  Ten  minutes  afterwards,  the  pulse  rose  to  one  hundred 
.and  forty  in  a  minute  ;  ike  peristaltic  ^motion  of  the  intestines  was 
much  increased,  and  the  voluntary  muscles  in  every  part  of  the  body 
were  thrown  into  repeated  and  violent  spasmodic  action*  Tne  joints 
.'of  the  extremities  were  alternately  beat  and  «itended  ;  the  nuisclet 
of  the  spine^  abdomen,  and  tail,  alten;iately  t'diaxed  and  contracted, 
so  as  to  turn  the  whole  animal  from  one  side  to  the  other.  I  have 
t)bserved,  in  other  instances,  spasmodic  actions  of  the  muscles,  where 
the  circulation  was  kept  op  by  artificial  respiration,  afcer  the  removal 
of  the  heao,  hut  not  at  all  to  be  compared,  either  in  strength  or 
frequency,  with  those  which  took  place  on  this  occasion.  I  made 
pressure  on  the  abdominal  aorta  for  more  than  a  minute,  so  as  to 
obstruct  the  drculation  of  the  blood  in  the  lower  extremities ;  but 
the  muscular  contractions  were  not  lessened  in  consequence.  Half 
an  hour  after  the  injection  of  the  infusion,  the  anidcial  respiratiou 
was  discontinued.  The  heart  continued  to  act,  circulating  daik  co^ 
loured  blood  ;  the  muscular  contractions  continued,  but  gradually 
diminished  in  strength  and  frequency.  I  tied  a  ligature  round  the 
ressels  at  the  has^  of  the  h^ar^  so  as  (o  stop  thie  circulation ; 
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QevertheleM  the  mugcQlar  contractions  stiU  <ontiiiQedy  tbo{|{^lw9 
frequent  and  forcible  tban  before,  and  scmie  minutes  elapsed  jbefoz^ 
they  entirely  ceased.  , 

**  In  this  experiment,  the  disposition  to  contraction  m  th^  musi;]^ 
Kas  very  mnoi  increased  instead  of  being  diminidied)  as  in  tbos# 
jittt  related*  If  the  infusion  of  tobacco  influences  the  h^ot  f^om- 
being  absorbed  into  the  blood,  and  thus  coming  into  actual  conta^l 
^ith  its  fibfes,  there  is  no  evident  reason,  why  the  remo.y^i>f  the 
brain,  and  the  employment  of  artificial  respiration  ^uld  occasion 
so  material  a  difference  in  its  effects.  If  the  contraQtions  of  ^ho 
voluntary  muscles  had  depended  on  the  infusion  circuUting  with  th^ 
blood,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  pressure  on  the  aorta  woul4 
have  occasioned  ^ome  diminution  of  them,  and  that  the  coin^t^  « 
obstruction  of  the  circulation  would  have  cau^d  them  to  cease  air 
together. 

*'  From  these  considerations  I  am  induced,  cm  tlie  wh(^,  to^  helie«f 
that  the  infusion  of  tobacco,  when  injected  into  the  intestioes^  influt 
(eqces  the  heart  through  the  medium  of  the  nervous  system  ;  but  } 
Jiave  not  been  able  to  devise  any  experiment,  by.  which  the  truth  oi:- 
jTallacy  of  this  opinion'  might  be  put  beyond  the  reach  of  d(Hibt«   • 

^'  It  app^irs  remarkable,  that  the  brain  and  nervous  sy9tem» 
although  not  necessary  to  the  action  of  the  hearty  ^ould,  when  unde^ 
the  in^uence  of  the  im'usion  of  tobacco,  be  capable  of  influencing  tbii 
prgan  sp  as  to  stop  its  action ;  but  this  is  analogous  to  what  we  $e9 
pccur  in  consequence  of  violent  emotions  of  the  mind.  Those  states 
of  the  nervous  system,  which  accompany  the  passions  of  joy,  fear,  oc 
anger,  when  existing  in  a  moderate  decree,  render  d)e  heart  n^n^ 
sensible  to  the  sMmulus  of  the  blood»  and  increase  ^e  frequency  di 
its  contractions ;  while,  ivhen  the  same  passions  e^ist  in  a  grealec 
fSegree^  the  heart  is  rendered  altogether  insensible  to  the  stimulus  of 
the  blood  \  zxid  hjn^pj^  ensii^^  '^  , 

The  essential  oil  of  bitter  almonfls,  end  the  j^ice  of  Aconitet 
applied  to  wounded  surfaces,  produced  tho  same  ef&el^  aa  when 
nppMed  internaDy,  though  less  speedily,  The  ncoorara^  a  pdtsoa 
>vith  which  the  inhabitants  of  Guiana  arm  the  points  of  their  .-. 
arrows,  when  insierted  into  wounds,  belongs  to  the  same.cfass  o9h  ' 
poisons.  The  up(is  api^r^  a  poispn  fVom  Java,  aets  ih  a  diffi^rent 
hianner, 

•*  When  inserted  into  a  wound,  it  produces  death  (^s  infusion  of 
tobacco  does  when  injected  into  the  intestine)  by  rendering  the  heart 
insensible  to  the  stimulus  of  the  blood,  and  stopping  the  circulation: 
The  heart  beats  feebly  and  irregularly  before  either  the  functions  of 
the  mind  or  the  respiration  appear  to  be  afFectcd.  Respiration  is 
perforrned  even  after  the  pircuiation  has  ceased  ;  and  the  left  side 
of  the  heart  is  fbynd  after  death  to  contain  scarlet  blood,  which  neve? 
pan  be  the  cas^^,  where  the  cai^se  of  death  is  the  cessation  of  the 
functions  of  the  brain  or  lungs.  The  convulsions,  which  occur  whei^ 
the  circulation  has  nearly  ceased,  probably  arise  from  the  diminution 
of  the  i»vfpply  of  blood  to  the  brain,  resembling  those  which  take 
place  in  a  person  who  is  dying  from  haemorrhage.— 
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•  ^^  :Having  Itfamed,  that  ih^  cifc^ulatioii  might  be  h^  u[)  \»f  Brtf* 
fieial  respiration  for  a  considerable  time  aft^  the  woorara  had  pro« 
duced  its  full  efiPects,  it  occurred  to  me,  that,  in  an  animal  under  th« 
infiiience  of  this,  ^r  of  any  other  poison  that  acts  m  asimilar  laanfier, 
by  continuing  the  artificial  respiration  for  a  sufficient ,  length  of  ikoA 
l^er  natural  r^piration  had  ceased;  the  Ibraia  might  j3eei»ver  from- the 
impression  whicn  the  poison  had  produced,  and  the  aniond  miglit 
be  iiestored  td  \x^e.  In  the  last  experiment^  tbe  amma^  ^ve  no  aig« 
of  returnulg  sensibility ;  but^  it  is  to  be.j0baer>Ked*— 1.  Tittt^tfae  <|aan« 
tity  of  the  poison  employed  was  Teiy  iai^e«  3-  That  there  was  a 
great  lods  of  aniinal  heat,  in  consequence  of  the  teflsperamre  Af  the 
rodm  being  mucli  below  the  natuial  tempeEatein»f  of  :theitfiimilv 
which  could  not  theriefore  be  considered  uader  sod)  ^svauralife  cirf 
cumstances  iis  to  recovery,  as  H  it  had  been  kept  in  a  higher  iwe» 
laeratui^.  S.  That  the  circulation  was  still  vigoroua  wben  I  lefk;*o^ 
itiDating  the  lungs ;  and  therefo/e  it  cannot  be  kBown  what  wotilil 
hav^  been  ihe  result,  if  the  artificial  respiration  had  been  iong^caa* 
ginned* 

>  '^  Exp,  50.--* A  wdund  was  raadein  the sideof  ardbUt^  and'oofe  drop 
1^  th^  essential  oil  of 'almonds  was  inserted  into  it ;  mtd  iaaaiediatel^ 
iheamtaal  wto  placed  in  a  temperature  of  90°.  In  two  «iia«rtei»^ 
he  was  under  the  influence  of  the  poison*  The  usual  9fm^%am»  took 
place  ;  and  in  three  minutes  inore  respiration  had  ceased,  and  he  lay 
uppiirently  dead ;  but  the  heart  was  still  felt  beating  through  the  rtbti 
A  titbe  was  then -introduced  into  oj^e  of  the  nostrils,  and  the  lungs 
were  inflated  about  ihirty^five  times  in  a  minute, .  Six  minutes  after 
the  cofnniencement  of  artificial  respiration,  he  moved  his  head  and 
legs,  and  made  an  effort  to  breathe.  He  then  was  seized  with  con- 
vulsions, and  ^gain  lay  motionless,  but  continu^  to  niak#  oe4Risi¥nal 
le^fforts  to  breathe.  Sixteen  minutes  after  its  commencement,  the  arti- 
ficial respiration  was  continued.  .  He  now  breathed  spontaneous!^ 
^Bcvaiity  tames  in  a  minute,  and  moved  his  head  and  extremities.  Aftec 
^hisf  he  occasionally  rose,  and  attempted  to  walk.  In  the  iiitenud% 
he  GMrtinued  in  a  dozing  state ;  but  from  this  he  gradually  recover- 
ed* In  less  than  t^vo  hours  he  appeared  perfectly  well^  and  be  eo»- 
lm$^  well  on  the  following  day. 

*'  The  inflating  the  hmgs  has  been  frequently  recommended  \xh 
cases  of  suffocation,  where  the  cause  of  death  is  the  cessation  of  tha 
functions  of  the  lungs.  As  far  as  I  know,  it  has  not  been  before  pnw 
Iposed  in  those  cases  in  which  the  cause  of  death  is  the  cessation 

iof  the  functions  of  the  brain.  *     It  is  probable  that  this  method  d 

-  ■    -  ■■  -  J  ■ ,  -  ■  — -  ^ —  ■  ,  ■   - , 

•  Since  this  paper  was  read,  I  hav«  been  ^yoiured  by  tlie  Right  Hon.  the  Pres|- 
udeiit  with  the  perusal  of  a  Dissertation  on  the  Effect**  of  the  Upas  Ticute,  lately 
pnblii^d  at  PaHs  by  M.  Dclile ;  by  which  I  find,  that  he  Bad  employed  artificiidi 
respiraiion  for  the  purjwse  df  recovering'  animals  which  were  under  the  influence  of 
this  poison^  with  su4:ur^'*«  M.  Dclile  dcscTibes  the  Upas  Tieute  as  causing  death, 
f>y  ocaisioniiig  npcatcd  and  long-contiuued  contractions  of  the  muscles  of  respini- 
iion,  on  which  it  acts  through  the  medium  of  the  spmaj  marrow,  without  de^o^- 
||j£  the  fttoctipns  of  thjj  br^P.  .  *    -  ^  .    i  - 
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trntment  might  be  empk^ed  with  advantage  for  the  recoTeryof 
persons  labouring  under  the  effects  of  opium,  and  many  other  poi* 

**  The  experimeDti,  which  have  been  detailed,  lead  to  the  follow- 
isf  conelumoiit. 

**  \.  Alcohol^  the  essential  oil  of  almonds,  the  juice  of  aconitei 
the  eipyfemnarie  oil  of  tobacco,  and  the  woorara,  act  as  poisons,  by 
msply  destroying  the  Ainetioiis  of  the  brain ;  universal  death  taking 
places  beoavse  respiration  ia  under  the  influence  of  the  brain,  ana 
ceases  when  ks  fonetioiis  are  destroyed.  , 

**  ^  TkeuifwHUoO'Of  tobacco,  when  injected  into  the  intestines,  and 
tiK  upaasukiar  when  applied  to  a  wound,  have  the  power  of  render- 
ing the  heart  inaena^iie  to  the  stimulus  of  the  blood,  thus  stopp'ing 
the  eirtulatton  ;  in  other  words,  they  occasion  syncope. 

*^  So  There  ia  reason  to  believe  that  the  poisons,  which,  in  these 
cxperimeAts,  were  apf^ied  internally,  produce  their  effects  through 
^le  oEiediiwi  of  the  nerves^  without  being  absorbed  into  the  circu- 
lation. 

^  4.  When  the  woorara  is  applied  to  a  wound,  it  produces  its  ef- 
fects on  the  brain,  by  entering  the  circulation  through  the  divided 
bhMid^veasek ;  «Kir  from  analogy,  we  may  conclude,  that  odier  poi- 
SOM,  whe»  applied  to  wounds,  operate  in  a  similar  manner. 

^^  5.  When  an  animal  is  apparently  dead  from  the  influence  of  a 
poigoiit  whidi  acts  by  simply  destroying  the  functions  of  the  brain,  it 
may,  in  sobm  instances  at  least,  be  made  to  recover,  if  respiration  ii 
mifioially  produced,  and  continued  for  a  certain  length  of  time.*' 

Arsenic* 

In  Mr  Brodie's  various  experiments  with  this  mineral  poisoii 
jthe  results  in  all  essential  circumstances  were  the  same. 

• 

**  The  symptoms  produced  were — 1.  Paralysis  of  the  hind  1^ 
and  afterwards  of  the  other  parts  of  the  body ;  convulsions  $  dflatr 
4ion  of  the  pupils  of  the  eyes ;  .insensibility,*--all  of  which  indicate 
disturbance  of  the  functions  of  the  brain.  2.  A  feeble,  slow,  in^ 
initting  pulse,  indicating  disturbance  of  the  functions  of  the  hefP* 
Where  the  heart  has  continued  to  act  after  apparent  death,  I  fikve 
aiever,  in  any  one  instance,  been  able  to  prolcmg  its  action  by  means 
ci  arttflcial  respiration.  3.  Pain  in  the  regbn  of  the  abdomen ;  pre- 
ternatural secretion  of  mucus  from  the  alimentary  canal ;  sickness  and 
vomiting  in  those  animals  which  are  capable  of  vomiting;  symptodii 
which  arise  from  the  action  of  the  poison  on  the  stomach  and  intes* 
tines.  There  is  no  difference  in  the  effects  of  arsenic,  whether  it  is 
employed  in  the  form  of  white  oxide,  or  of  arsenic  acid,  eiccept  that 
-  the  latter  is  a  more  active  preparation.  When  arsenic  is  applied  to 
fi.  wound,  the  symptoms  take  place  sooner  than  when  it  is  given  in* 
-^rnally;  but  their  nature  is  tlie  same.  "  — — — 

**  In  whatever  way  the  poison  is  adi^inisteredt  the  inflannnati(» 
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18  confined  to  the  stomach  and  intestines ;  I  have  never  seen  anj  ap» 
|>earance  of  it  in  the  j^arynx  or  cesophagus. 

^<  Mr  Home  inforntied  me,  that  in  an'  experiment  made  by  Me 
Hmiter  and  himself,  in  which  arsenic  was  appHed  to  a  woand  in  a 
dog,  the  animal  died  in  twenty-<four  hours,  and  the  stemadi  waa 
found  to  be  considerably  inflamed. 

^'  I  repeated  this  experiment  several  times,  taking  the  preovition 
always  of  applying  a  bandage  tp  prevent  the  animal  licking  .tli« 
woxmd.  The  result  was,  that  the  inflammation  of  the  stomach  was 
commonly  more  violent  and  more  imniediate,  than  when  the  peisoa 
vas  admmlstered  internally,  and  that  it  preceded  any  appearance  of 
inflammation  of  the  wound.  Some  experiments  are  already  betet 
the  public*  which  led  me  to  conclucle  that  vegetable  poisons,  wkeft 
applied  to  wounded  surfaces,  affect  the  system  by  passing  into  tha 
circulation  through  the  divided  veins.  From  this  analogy,  and  from 
all  the  circumstances  just  mentioned,  it  may  be  inferred  that  arswik^ 
in  whatever  way  it  is  administered,  does  not  produce  its  effects  eva» 
on  the  .stomach  until  it  is  carried  into  the  blood.  .  > 

'^  But  the  blood  is  not  necessary  to  lif^,  except  so  far  as  a  constant 
cupply  of  it  is  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  the  functions  of  the 
Tital  organs.  The  next  object  of  inquiry  therefore  is,  when  arsenic 
has  entered  the  circulation,  on  what  organs  does  it  operittey  ao  as  t9 
occasion  death  ? 

^*  When  arsenic  is  applied  to  an  ulcerated  sorfacei  it  produeea  a 
a1o,ugh,  not  by  acting  chemically,  like  caustics  in  general,  but  bf 
destroying  the  vitality  of  the  part  to  which  it  is  applied,  mdepen- 
dently  of  chemical  action.  This  led  me  at  first  to  suppose*  that 
when  arsenic  has  passed  into  the  circulation,  death  is  the  cohse« 
•^uence,  not  jo  much  <^  the  poison  disturbing  the  functions  of^ny 
^particular  organ,  as  of  its  destroying  at  once  the  vitality  of  every  part 
of  the  system.  The  following  circumstances,  however,  seem  to  show 
chat  this  opinion  is  erroneous.  In  an  animal  under  the  full  influence 
of  arsenic,  even  to  the  instant  of  death,  some  of  the  secretions,  as 
•ithose  of  the  kidneys,  stomach,  and  intestines,  continue  to  take  place 
."Sa  large  quantity ;  and  the  muscles  are  capable  of  being  excited* 
mer  death,  to  distinct  and  powerful  contractions,  by  meana  of  Ihp 
.Voltaic  battery. 

^'  In  animals  killed  by  arsenic,  the  blood%  usually  found  fluid  m 
the  heart  and  vessels  after  death ;  but  otherwise  all  the  morlnd  ap« 
pearances  met  with  on  dissection  arec6n6ned  to  the  stomach  luid  ia-^ 
.testines.  As  this  is  the  case,  and  as  the  affection  <^  these  organa 
occasions  remarkable  symptoms,  it  may  be  right  to  mention  the  re- 
sult of  my  observations  on  this  subject. 

^*  In  many  cases  where  death  takes  place,  there  is  only  a  very 
slight  degree  of  inflammation  of  the  alimentary  canal :  in  Qther 
cases,  the  inflammation  is  considerable.  It  generally  b^ins  very 
*BOon  after  the  poison  is  administered,  and  appears  greater  or  less 
TUMSording  to  the  tipie  which  elapses  before  the  animal  dies.  Under 
^e  same  circumstanceS|  ^t  is  le^s  in  ^raminivQrp^^  than  in  caraivor? 
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antmtb.  The  inflammation  is  greatest  in  the  sfomaA  itnd  uit 
f  estines ;  but  it  usually  extends  also  over  the  whole  intestine.  \ 
liaTe  nerer  observed  inflammation  df  the  ctsophagtis.  The  inflam* 
mation  is  greater  in  degree,  and  more  speedy  in  taking  place,  wbe^ 
M^etiic  is  applied  to  a  wound,  than  when  it  is  taken  iltto  the  stomadu 
Tlie  inflamed  parts  are  in  general  universally  red,  at  other  time! 
they  are  red  only  il\  tfpots.  The  principal  vessels  leading  to  the  sto- 
tnach  and  intestines  are  turgid  with  blood ;  but  the  inflammation  is 
usoaily  conflncd  to  the  mucous  membrane  of  these  viscera*  which  as» 
•omes  a  fiorid  red  colour,  becomes  soft  and  pulpy,  and  is  separabls 
%rithout  much  diflScnlty  from  the  cellular  eoat,  which  has  its  nataral 
ftppearance.  In  some  instances  there  are  small  spots  of  extravasated 
blood  on  tlie  inner  surfi&ce  of  the  mucous  membrane,  or  between  it 
and  the  ceiiolar  coat,  and  this  occurs  independently  of  vomiting*  I 
fcare  never,  in  any  of  my  experiments,  found  ulceration  or  sloi^mg 
of  the  stomach  or  intestine ;  but  if  the  animal  survives  for  a  certjda 
length  of  time,  after  the  inflammation  has  begun,  it  is  reasonable  tt 
conclude  that  it  may  terminate  in  one  or  other  of  these  ways. 

-^  I  any  disposed  to  believe  that  sloughing  is  very  seldom,  if  erer, 
the  direct  consequence  of  the  application  of  arsenic  to  t^e  storoack 
or  intestines.  Arsenic  applied  to  an  ulcer  will  occasion  a  slough; 
Imi  its  action  in  doing  this  is  very  slow.  When  I  have  s^plied  dii 
white  oxide  of  arsenic  to  a  wound,  though  the  aiiimal  has  soin» 
times  lived  three  or  four  hours  aflerwards,  and  though  violent  in« 
Hammation  has  taken  place  in  the  stomach  and  intestines,  I  hi^ 
ncfrer  seen  any  preternatural  appearance  in  the  part  to  which  it  wis 
applied,  except  it  slight  effusion  of  serum  into  the  cellular  mcB> 
brane.  Arsefiic  speedily  produces  a  \Bry  copious  secretion  of  na* 
^rus  and  watery  fluid  from  the  stomach  and  intestines,  which  sep^ 
rates  it  from  actual  contact  with  the  inner  surface  of  these  orgaQ|» 
even  though  taken  in  large  quantity  and  in  substance ;  and  io  an*' 
Inals  which  are  capable  of  vomiting,  by  much  the  greater  part  M 
rejected  from  the  stomach  very  sooki  tifter  it  has  been  taken  in. 
^ence,  thoagh  a  few  particles  of  arsenic  are  sometimes  found  el^ 
Wangled  in  the  mucus,  or  in  the  coagulum  of  extrkvasated  bIo(4r 
and  ^herirtg  to  the  inner  surface  of  the  stomach,  I  have  never  sch 
it  in  8(;c)i  a  quantity  as  might  be  supposed  capable  of  producing! 
alougb.  In  one  itrstaftide,  where  a  dog  had  swallowed  a  large  qaan* 
tity  of  arsenic  in  substance,  a  brown  spot,  about  an  inch  in  diami^ 
ter,  Was  observed  after  death  on  tite  inrter  surface  of  the  cardiac  e»- 
tretrtity  of  the  stomach,  having  so  much  df  the  appearance  of  » 
^oogh,  that  at  9th,i  I  had  no  doubt  of  it  being  so ;  but,  on  exaaiioa- 
lion,  this  proved  to  be  only  a  thin  layer  of  dark-coloured  coaguloM 
of  blood,  adhering  very  firmly  to  the  surface  of  the  mucous  mem* 
braae,  and  having  a  feW  particle^  of  arsenic  entangled  in  it.  On 
jremoving  this,  the  mucous  membrane  still  appeared  of  a  dark  co» 
Jour ;  but  this  was  also  found  to  arise  from  a  thin  layfir  of  coogtt" 
|ttnr  of  blood  b&t^een  it  and  the  ^ellultr  cbtj^    The  mtico^s  mea* 
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fcrane  itsdff  wis  inflamed ;  btit  otherwise  in  a  natural  state.  I  have 
observed  a  stmilar  appearance,  but  occupying  a  less  extent  of  mr* 
fiure^  several  tiines.  In  the  Huntertan  Museum  there  is  a  human 
stomachy  which  was  preserved  to  show- what  was  considered  as  a 
•kmgh  produced  by  the  action  of  arsenic#  On  examining  this  pre* 
paratton,  I  found  that  the  dark  coloured  spot»  which  had  been  sup* 
posed  to  be  a  sloughy  wat  precisely  of  the  same  nature  with  that 
|tt8t  described. 

^<  Although  the  affection  of  the  stomach  and  intestines  from  ar^ 
aenic  is  not  the  cause  of  death,  under  ordinary  circumstances*  it  t6 
reasonable  to  conclude  that  it  may  be  so  in  some  instances,  if  the 
moimal  survives  the  eflbcts  produced  on  the  organs  more  immedt« 
atiely  necessary  to  life.  Mr  Henry  Earlf  informed  me  of  an  instance^ 
in  which  this  appeared  to  be  the  case*  A  woman  in  St  Bartholo^ 
mew's  Hospital,  who  had  taken  arsenic,  recovered  of  the  immediafee 
aymptoms,  but  died  at  the  end  of  four  or  five  days.  On  examina-* 
tion  after  death,  extensive  ulcierations  were  found  of  the  mucous 
membriine  of  the  stomach  and  intestines,  which  we  can  hardly  doobC 
^  have  been  the  cause  of  death. 

^  It  is  an  important  matter  of  inqniry,  as  connected  with  judicial 
medicine,  how  far  may  the  examination,  of.  the  body,  after  death, 
enable  us  to  decide,  whether  an  animal  has  died  of  the  effects  of  ^m 
ssnic  ^    On  &is  subject,  however,  I  have  only  a  few  remarks  t0 


-  ^*  The  inflammation  from  arsenic,  occupying  in  general  the  wh^ 
of*  the  stomach  and  intestine^  is  more  extensive  than  that  from  anf 
otivpr  poison  with  whi4;h  I  am  acquainted.  It  does  not  affect  the 
pharynx  or  oesophagus  ;  and  this  circumstance  distinguishes  it  froni 
the  inflammation  which  is  occasioned  by  the  actual  contact  of  itxi* 
tadng  applications. 

*^  But  little  in  general  is  to  be  learnt  from  the  examination  of  thtr 
contents  of  the  stomach  after  death.  When  arsenic  has  been  tak^it 
in  substance,  small  particles  of  it  are  frequently  found  entangled  in 
tbe.  mucus,  or  in  the  extra vass^ted  bk»od  \  bot  where  this  was  not  xhm 
caacV  I  have  never  known,  in  an  animal  that  was  capable  of  vomiting# 
that  arsenic  could  be  detected  in  the  contents  of  the  stomadi  after 
death,  though  examined  by  the  most  accurate  chemical  tests.  A^ 
Bome  substances  when  taken  internally  are  separated  from  the  Mood 
very  soon  afterwards  with  the  urine^  I  thought  it  probable  that  arse«« 
nic  might  be  separated  with  the  urine  also ;  but  Mr  Brands  (to  whom 
%  am  indebted  for  assistance  on  this^  as  well  as  on  many  other  occa^ 
mom)  could  never  detect  the  smallest  trace  of  arsenic  in  it.  ** 

Muriate  of  barj^et  and  emetic  tartar,  resemble  arsenic  very^ 
snudi)  in  their  mode  of  action*  It  i»  olherWiae  with  eorresive 
sublimate. 

*'  Experiment  8. — She  grains  of  corrosive  sublimate,  dissolved  in  si* 
dcams  of  distilled  water,  were  injected  into  the  stomach  of  a  rabbit 
|py  means  of  an  elastic  gum  tube.    IMo  immediate  symptoms  fottow-' 
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€d  the  Injactioa  %  the  animal  made  no  lexprestibn'  of  pam  ;  bat  ill 
thfit  miniitet  he  became  insensible ;  was  convulsed ;  and  m  four  sii- 
miiet  and  an  half,  from  the  tkne  of  the  injection  being  mad^  -hcf 
died*  Trcmidoot  contractiont  of  the  Tolontary  miudes  oontomed 
for  some  time  afterwards.  On  opening  the  thorax,  the  heart  was 
Jband  to  have  entirdy  ceased  acting,  smd  the  blood  in  the  cavities 
of  the  left  side  was  of  a  scarlet  colour*  The  stonuidi  was  much 
dbtended.  The  pyloric  and  cardiac  portions  were  separated  fmmi 
each  other  by  a  strong  muscular  contraction.  The  contents  of  the 
ibrmer  were  firm  and  solid,  and  in  every  respect  resemUed  the  osnal 
contents  of  the  stomach  ;  while  those  of  the  cardiac  portion  consist- 
ed  of  die  food  of  the  animal  much  diluted  by  fluid ;  so  that  the 
solmiont  which  had  been  injected,*  appeared  to  be  confined  to. the 
cardiac  portion  of  the  stomach,  and  to  be  prevented  enteriag^  the 
fTfloric  portion  by  the  muscular  contraction  in  the  centre. 

**  In  the  pyloric  portion  of  the  stomach  the  mucous  membrane  had 
its  natural  appearance ;  but  in  the  cardiac  portion  it  was  of  a  dark 
grey  colour,  was  readily  torn  and  peeled  off;  and  in  some  parts  its 
uxture  was  completely  destroyed,  so  that  it  appeared  like  a  pulp^ 
«>n  roRfoving  which  the  muscular  and  peritoneal  coatr  were  exposed. 

'*  The  repetition  of  the  experiment  was  attended  with  shnilar  te* 
suits.  The  alteration  of  the  texture  of  the  internal  membiane  9^ 
pears  to  have  been  occasioned  by  its  being  chemiedly  acted  on  hj 
the  corrosive  sublimate  injected  into  it.  When  die  injectton  is  made 
into  die  stomach  of  a  dead  rabbit,  precisely  the  same  efiects  are  pro- 
4ttced,  except  ^t,  as  the  middle  contraction  is  here  wanting,  the 
appearances  are  not  omfined  in  the  same  degree  to  the  cardiac  por« 
tion.  , 

^  The  destruction  of  the  substance  of  the  internal  membrane  of 
die  stomach,  precludes  the  idea  of  the  poison  having  been  absorbed 
into  die  circulation.  We  must  conclude  that  death  was  the  conse<- 
quence  of  the  chemical  action  of  the  poison  on  th^  stomach.  This 
organ,  however,  is  not  direcdy  necessary  to  life,  since  its  funcdOns» 
under  certain  circumstances,  are  suspended  for  hours,  or  even  for 
days,  without  death  being  produced.  Although  the  stomach  was  die 
part  primarily  affected,  the  immediate  cause  of  death  must  be  look- 
ed for  in  the  cessadon  of  tfie  functions  of  one  or  more  of  those 
organs*  whose  constant  action  is  necessary  to  life.  From  the  scarkc. 
colour  of  the  blood  in  the  left  side  of,  the  heart,  in  the  experiment 
on  the  rabbit,  we  may  conclude  that  the  functions  of  the  lungs  weie 
not  affected  ;  but  the  affection  of  the  heart  and  brain  is  proved  by 
the  convulsions,  the  insensibility,  the  affeauon  of  the  pulse  in  bodi 
experiments,  and  the  sudden  cessation  of  the  heart's  action  in  die 
first  (  and  we  may  therefore  be  jus^fied  in  concluding,  that  die  im* 
mediate  cause  of  death  was  in  both  of  these  organs.  As  the  effect* 
produced  appear  to  have  been  independent  of  absorption,  we  may 
presume  that  the  heart,  as  well  as  die  brain,  was  a^ted  on  tbrongb 
t}ie  medium  of  the  nerves. 
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<*  That  a  sudden  and  Tioient  injury  of  the  sibmach  should  be  ca- 
pable of  thus  speedily  proving  fatal  is  not  surpHsmg^  when  we  cton- 
•tder  die  powerful  sympaiky  between  it  attd^the  organs  on  which  life 
snore  immediately  depends,  and  the  existence  of  which  many  cir- 
camstances  in  disease  dally  demonstrate  to  us. 

«^  The  facu  which  have  been  suted,  appear  to  lead  to  the  follow- 
ing ccmclusions  respecting  the  action  of  the  niiiienil  poisons,  which 
were  employed  in  die  foregoing  experiments :  \ 

<^  1*  Arsenic,  the  emetic  tartar,  and  the  muriate  of  barytes  do  not 
produce  thetf  ddeterious  effects  until  they  haye  f^used  into  the  cir- 
culation* 

^  2.  All  of  these  poisons  occasion  disorder  of  the  functions  of  the 
heart,  brain,  and  alimentary  canaf  \  but  they  do  not  all  affect  these 
organs  in  the  same  relative  degree. 

^  8*  Arsenic  operates  on  the  alimentary  *canal  in  a  greater  degree 
ihan  either  the  emetic  tartar,  or  tlie  muriate  of  barytes.  The  heart 
is  sheeted  more  by  arsenic  than  by  the  emetic  tartar,  and  more  b/ 
ihtf  last  than  by  the  muriate  of  barytes. 

^^  4.  The  corrosive  sublimate,  when  taken  intemally  in  lai^e  qmin- 
tityt  oecasions  death  by  acting  chemically  on  the  mucous  menibrane 
of  the  fttonsach,  so  aft  to  d^troynts  texture ;  the  organs  mo^e  tmme* 
«diafidy  necessary  to  life  being  affected  in  consequence  of  their  sym- 
pathy with  die  stomach. 

*^  In  making  the  comparbon  between  them*  we  observe  that  the 
effiscts  of  mineral  are  less  simple  than  those  of  the  generality  of  ve- 
getable poisons ;  and  when  once  an  animal  is  affected  by  the  former, 
.  thereis  much  lc»8  chance  of  his  recoveify  than  when  he  is  afftfcted  by 
the  latter.  *' 
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A  Description  of  the  Alices  qf  tTie  HUinan  Pdcfy.    B(y  Jo^ft 
,    Barclay,  M.  D.  Lecturer  on  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  Fellow 
of  the  Royal  Colk^  of  PhysiciaaB^  «ad  of  the  Roy^  tSocielf^ 
of  Edinburgh^  &c  &c.    Edinbiir^,  iai2»    pp.28S, 

*  * 

^pHE  importance  of  the  subject  of  this  Tolume  adunitd  of  my 
-*-   doubt.     We  hare  therefore  only  to  inquihe  into  the  mahn^f^ 
in  which  it  has  been  treated  by  our  author }  and  in  a  prefirtoty 
address  to  his  pupils,  he  has  stated,  rather  quaintly,  several  points 
of  view  in  which  his  work  may  be  considered.     **  Why  another 
description  of  the  arteries  ?  Why  is  it  so  short  f  Why  is  it  so 
long  ?  and  Why  is  it  not  accompanied  by  plates  ?"     The  last  of 
these  questions  deserves  notice,  on  account  of  the  novelty  of  the 
objections  to  their  use  which  Br  Barclay  has  urged.     He  admits^ 
that  plates,  as  pictures  of  individual  objects,  convey  more  lively 
impressions*  than  verbal  descriptions,  and  require  less  time  and 
less  mental  exertion  to  comprehend  them  9  that  their  attraction 
induces  many  to  think  of  tne  subjects  to  which  they  relate,  as 
children  are  tempted  to  read,  for  the  sake  of  the  pictures ;  and 
that  where  the  objects  are  such  as  the  reader  has  never  seen  and 
never  may  see,  as  in  books  of  pathology  and  natural  history, 
they  assist  the  reader  in  forming  more  clear  and  precise  ideas  of 
the  subject.     Not  so  in  anatomy  :  the  student  has  more  easy  ac-- 
cess  to  the  parts  themselves  than  to  good  plates ;  as  most  cona- 
monly  they  are  inaccurate,  and  not  unfrequently  false  copies. 
But  even  the  best  anatomical  plates  of  the  arteries,  for  example, 
contain  only  the  representation  of  some  particular  ramification^ 
or  mixture  of  particular  ramifications ;  for  it  would  require  innn* 
merable  plates  to  represent  all  the  diversities  of  ramification,  and 
it  is  impossible  to  condense  the  particular  diversities  of  ramifioA* 
tiou  into  one  form. 
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**  Annionfdeid  pli^eSy  therefore,  repr^sehtin^  otxe  of  the  eauinoa 
VaridtkB  ai  atf  otg^i  ^oiiid,  )0  propeVly  nfiderstoody  be  only  an  iri" 
ekeneot  to  siody  th^  real*    The  alxsurdi  but  too  prevalent  notion« 
t^  thete  are  ex^resstre^f  eettatcr  geoeric  or  specific  characters ; 
tbat  they  supersedef  the  nebessitj  of  readirig,  or  of  examining  the  or- 
gans Uiems^tes  in  all  tlieit  varieties^  has  induced  a  degree  of  iiidiferi 
ence  and  suj^nen^^  th^t  has  been  injurioiu  to  the  progress  of  anatomy* 
*^  Even  the  splendid  anatdmical  plates  of  Albinus  and  Haller  have,' 
from  this  cause,  instead  oi  promoting,  rather  retarded  the  spirit  of  in-^ 
quiry,  and  wTtndrawn  the  attention  from  the  study  and  pursuit  of  ge-^ 
nerai  truths  to  which  science  aspires,  to  the  contemplation  of  parti- 
cular facts  from  which  it  commences.    The  plates  of  Albinifs,  instead 
of  ihducr^^  the  anatomist  to  read  his  work  De  Sceleto  Humano,  and 
his  ifork  entitled,  Mistdfia  Muscutorum,  have  been,  the  means  bf  suf- 
fering them  to  fall  inia  afmdst  total  neglect  and  oblivion.    Little  sure- 
If  did  Albinus  im^igine,  that,  after  publishing  his  Historia  Musculonnn, 
tte  attachmetit  of  the  otti(j(m^  externus  tor  the  spine  of  the  piibes,  or 
tft6  ^tmipreseribh  of  the  ui^thrtf;  by  thd  muscles  called  c(mpre8sores pto^ 
jAift»,  urottld  hate  ever  been  oormidefed  as  the  discoveries  of  Idter 
thnes ;  and  less  surely  mighl  Haller  haVe  im^ined,  when  he  combat- 
eel  the  opiniMi  ^t  the  high  division  of  the  humeri  artery  was  not  the 
flMJBt  eoniBOR,.  thiit  \&%  learried  annotations^  would  have  been  forgot. 
ftco,  and  hia  plates  quoted,  not  half  a  centurv  aft^r  his  death,  tp  prove 
h^  was  igopraQt  of  (he  very  division  of  whiph  he  had  collected  so  va-^ 
xious  proofs,  of  which  he  had  seen,  and  of  which  he  had  ej^amined  such 
a  number  of  cases  to  ascertain,  on  the  principles  of  induction,  whe* 
ther  it  or  the  one  which  he  has  depicted  was  the  most  common. 
^  *'  This  fondness  for  the  plates,  and  reluctance  to  the  labour  of  stu* 
dying  the  works,  which  the  plates  were  only  intended  to  illustrate^ 
presage  nothing  that  is  favourable  to  anatomy.     They  indicate  th6 
decline  of  those  eiiergi^,  aiid  of  that  enthusiasiti,  by  which  its  boiitid-^ 
arles'  wefe  originally  extended ;  they  imply  that  anatomists  are  be- 
giniiing  to  didfike  the  mill  6f  thk  Ump  $  that  they  feel  not  the  pfei- 
surd,  which  they  otfght  t<f  fed;  ib  the  a^ual  inspection  of  the  ob|ecu 
themselves ;  that  they  seldom  p6i^eVere  until  they  are  fatigued,  of  rtj- 
joice  at  being  fatigued  in'^uch  a/Cause';  and  that  they  are  apptdled 
alt  the  labour  and  toil  that  are  absolutely  nec^ssaiy  foi^  th^  successful 
ptosecution  o^  science.  **  p.  xv.-^xviii* 

We  will  concede  to  IJt  Barclay^  that  the  fresb  stift)ject  ia  In-^ 
cetfftparably  the  best  mearts  of  sludying(  anatomy;  We  will  ad* 
mitf  thai  dry  pi*eparations  are  in  some  respects  preferable  io  very 
^ood  plates  i  and  we  will  even  grant,  that,  in  some  instances^ 

Elates  ha?e  directly  retarded  the  progress  of  anatomical  know-^ 
idge  % — still  it  is  impossible  not  to  perceive^  that  Dr  Barclay's 
avgoiDettCa  agatflst  tben\  arc  exi^igeratedy  an^  thf^  he  has  under- 
vatned  their  advacitages.    As  the  means  of  Tefi^eshin;^  the  me- 
mory ef  those  who  have  studied  the  anatomy  of  the  iresh  iub« 
VOL.  VIII.  no;  32.  <fg 
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jecti  of  increasing  the  utility  of  dried  preparations  by  supplying' 
the  natural  iqppearances  of  the  paits  totally  lost  in  these,  and  o^ 
directing  the  young  student  in  his  researches  aad  dissectk»is^ 
their  value  is  great  and  obvious.  That  many  content  themselves- 
with  exaniining*plates  without  stbdying  the  works  connected  witb 
them  is  no  doubt  true ;  but  these  would  have  equally  neglected 
the  worksy  though  no  plates  had  accompanied  them ;  and  even  of' 
anatomy,  it  is  better  to  have  the  degree  of  knowledge  to  be  got 
from  plates,  than  to  be  altogether  ignorant.  Nor  is  it  necessary^ 
for  a  plate  to  be  useful,  that  it  be  very  elegant  and  minutely  cor- 
rect. We  have  no  fears  that  bad  copies  of  good  representations 
should  degrade  and  corrupt  the  taste  of  the  student;  and  in  sl 
subject  so  extremely  variable,  accuracy  in  essential  points,  or 
what  Dr  Barclay  would  perhaps  call  s|>eeific  characters, .  is  all 
that  is  required. 

We  cannot  possibly  discover,  in  the  laboured  productions  of 
Scarpa  and  Caldani,  Soemmering  and  Gal],-  and  many  living 
anatomists  of  our  own  country,  any  decline  of  the  energies,  and 
of  that  enthusiasm  by  which  the  boundaries  of  the  science  were- 
originally  extended,  or  in  the  admiration  with  which  our  students 
contemplate  them,-  or  the  diligence  with  which  they  pore  over  the 
useful  compilations  of  Fyfe  or  Loder,  any  thing  unfavourable  to 
the  progress  of  anatomy.  At  the  same  time,  while  we  defend 
the  utility  of  plates  against  Dr  Barclay's  general  objections,  we 
have  no"  inclination,  in  reference  to  his  own  publication,  to  ask 
•^  Why  is  it  not.  accompanied  with  plates  ?  ''^ 

In  an  introduction,  our  author  gives  some  general  ideas  con- 
cerniitg  the  different  ramified  systems  of  the  body ;  and  here  again^ 
he  comments  upon  the  bad  effects  of  even  the  best  engravings. 

'*  Yet,  notwithstanding  the  greater  regularity  of  all  the  larger  ra- 
miBcations  in  the  animal  kingdom,  every  individual  exhibits  many  pe- 
culiar varieties  in  the  smaller  branches,  and  even  in  some  of  the  larger 
branches,  where  parts  are  diseased,  or  where  habits  are  formed  of  va- 
ried extensive  and  voluntary  motions.  Such  varietiei^,  in  copying  from 
natucej  are  often  represented  in  anatomical  engravings,  and  references^ 
often  made  indiscriminately,  to  the  varieties  as  well  as  to  tSie  common 
ramifications.  These  engravings,  again,  if  works  of  celebrity,  are  of^ 
ten,  along  with  their  verbal  descri^^tions,  and  with  very  little  change, 
copied  by  others,  while  these  copies,  passing  for  originals  with  the 
young  and  unsuspicious,  the  conclusion  is,  that  branchings  described 
by  so  many  anatomists  in  different  countries,  and  at  different  periods, 
must  be  branchings,  if  not  universally  present,  at  least  very  general 
among  the  species. 

**  On  this  hypothesis,  and  with  a  persuasion  that  appearances  observ- 
ed, and  viith  little  variation  in  every  individual,  must  be  matters  of  im- 
portance, and  among  the  essential  characters  of  the  species,  the  student- 
proceeds  to  examine  them  with  care,  and,  trying  to  remember  thma 
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with  their  connexforts  and  relative  situations,  soon  finds  that  his  labourid 
are  vain,  and  desists  from  his  task  in  a  fit  of  despondency ; — nor  peed 
his  despondency  be  a  matter  of  wonder.  "  p.  xiv.  xV. 

**  Fortunately  it  is  neither  necefTary  nor  proper,  the  very  attempt  being 
equally  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  reafon  and  common  fenfe.  Let 
him  only  compair^  with  thefe  plates  and  defcriptions^  a  few  preparations 
wher&the  vefiels  have  been  fuccefsfully  injedled,  or  the  branchings  of 
nerves  minutely  difTeded ;  he  (hall  fee  his  preparations  in  the  fmaller 
bninches  differing  widely,  not  only  from  the  plates^  but  from  one  another; 
and  fhall  fee  each  preparation  exhibiting  branches  and  ramifications  pecu<^ 
liar  to  itf^If,  exhibiting  many  not  referred  to  in  the  plates»  and  wanting 
many  that  are  there  honoured  with  obtrufive  references  and  tedious  de- 
fcriptions.  Such  a  comparifon  mud  foon  convince  him,  that  many 
branches  and  ramificatidns  defcribed  by  anatomies,  are  the  mere  pecu^ 
liarities  of  individuals,  and  yet  thefe  not  a  tenth,  nor  a  twentieth  part  of 
what  they  might  have  talked  of,  had  they  defcended  to  ftill  fmaller 
branches,  nor  one  million  of  a  thoufand  millions,  had  they  taken  the  mi- 
crofcope,  and  tried  to  difcover,  enumerate,  and  defcribe  the  extreme 
branches  that  elude  the  fight  of  the  naked  eyci  *'  p.  ivi. 

Accordingly  oui^  author,  in  imitation  of  the  systematic  writers 
on  natural  history,  has  endeavoured  to  describe,  not  the  indivi-* 
dual,  but  the  species. 

**  In  defcribing  the  four  ramified  fyftems,  as  occurring  in  man  and  the 
lower  animals,  under  a  great  variety  of  forms,  we  perhaps,  like  the  natu-^ 
ralifl,  might  find  it  necefTary  to  divide  each  into  different  orders,  genera, 
and  fpecies.  *     But,  confining  our  views  to  the  ramified  fyftems  of  the 
human  body,  the  chara6iers  which  diftinguifh  their  different  orders,  gene-^ 
ra,  and  fpecies,  fall  not  within  the  plan  of  our  inquiry.     We  have  merely 
to  feleift  the  chara6lers  of  the  fpecies  from  the  varieties  that  diftinguifh  in- 
dividuals.    Thus,  in  comparing  the  arterial  branches  and  ramifications  of 
many  individuals^  we  have  to  examine  all  th^  appearances  wherein  they 
differ,  and  wherein  they  agree  ;  wherein  they  agree  often,  and  wherein 
ieldom  ;  to  diftinguifh  what  are  regular  from  what  are  Variable,  what  are 
.  peculiar  from  what  are  general ;  and  then  to  fix  on  the  regular  and  gene« 
ral  as  the  charafters  of  the  fpecies  3  Noting  at  the  fame  time  the  nature 
and  frequency  of  the  exceptions  from  the  general  rule,  but  omitting  en^ 
tirely  the. uncertain  and  unimportant  varieties  that  diftinguifh  individuals, 
and  which,  never  can  be  obje^s  of  any  defcriptioa  that  is  applicable  to 
the  fpecies* 

«  By  leaving  as  uncertain  what  is  uncertain,  and  defcribing  as  regular 
6r.ly  what  is  regular,  we  fhould  greatly  facihtate  the  progrefs  of  anatomy^ 
relieve  our  defcriptions  from  a  great  number  of  ufelefs  incumbramres,  pre* 
Tent  trifles  from  minghtig  themfelves  with  matters  of  importance,  and 
give  to  our  details  a  chara6ier  of  cleamefs,  manhnefsi  and  intereft,  which 
they  hitherto  have  not  had^ 

•  **  The  rete  mirabile  of  Galen,  the  rete  mirabile  of  Hotius,  the  ramification  of 
th«  humeral  artery  as  in  the  lemur,  the  raxnificationa  of  the  mesenteric  as  in  the  sow, 
«nd  the  ramifications  Of  the  renal  as  in  tlie  -cat,  are  properly  generic  rami^catiou» 
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<<  Slibuld  it  beobje£^ed  to  fuch  ^crtptionff,  that  tbeyntoftnecefirilf 
bo  vague  aed  imperfe^ij  the  rrpfy  is,  that  they  tntiil  certatnly  be  rwgix  sad 
itnperfedy  confidrred  as  defcriptions  of  any  individital,  juft  avdefonptiont- 
nf  any  individual  mnft  be  vague  and  imperfeft  def«riptioii9  of  ^ipeeies. 
But  although  the  uniform  characters  of  the  fpectes  be  more  general  than 
the  varietiet  of.  the  indiYidual,  it  does  not  £oXhvt  that  the  ^feriptio»  of 
fbefe  {general  charadera  may  not  be  fully  as  minute  and  accurate  aa  thnt 
of  the  individual  varietiep..''  j;  p.  xix,-— xxi. 

llie  difficaky  of  such  an  undertaking  must  be  obvkms,  be« 
eause  whatever  tmtb  there  msty  be  in  tm  censcrre  of  nvany  an»-> 
tomists,  for  descriWng;  as  common,  what  p^rbap»  betengs  onlj^  to^ 
an  individual,  still  the  principle  of  describing  the  sp^d«»of  arterml 
yamification,  k  founded  on  a  falise  analogy.     In  anatomy,  the 
formation  of  species,  varieties  and  exceptions,  must  be  entirely 
arbitrary,  and  i$  not,  as  in  natural  history,  connected  with  essctb- 
tial  characters.     In  arterial  distribution,  there  is  no  such  thinj^   - 
&$  species ;  we  have  merely  individuals,  which  have  more  or  less- 
i^esemblance  to  eaeh  other;,  and  the  only  classification  of  whicb 
ihey  admit  is  into  unique,  rare,,  common,  and  general    But 
while  We  deny  and  utterly  reject  the  ial^  s^pellation,  by  wfaic^ 
Dr  Barclay  would  give  a  systematic  air  ta  hid  descriptions,  we 
are  far  from  finding  fault  with  their  kiiitir  and  we  consid^  the 
student  under  very  great  obligations  to  our  author,  fi>r  teachins^ 
bim  to  appreciate  duly  the  dmerence  between  what  h  universa^^ 
common,  and  rare,  and  also  betwe^i  thosd  cases  wkeve  the  variety 
ef  distribution  is  limited  in  number,  and  where  il  ia^  ahnoBl  aa 
numerous  as  the  individuajs. 

On  the  nomenclature  o£  the  iu;teries,  we  could:* net  eipect  Dr 
Barclay  to  be  silent. 

«<  With  the  names  of  the  arteries,  i  (hall  take  ftw  Sberdesr  except 
where  they  lead  to  ambiguity  or  error  $  or  where  a  change  woM^Bm^iiij' 
and  improve  the  language  of  defcription. 

^*  When  they  are  named  f)t>m  their  deftination,  or  from  ^  ovgta^om 
which  they  are  ramiBed,  they  and  the  organs,  when  the  change  can  be 
made  without  much  innovation,  fliould  always  have  their  names  from  the 
iJEime  language.  For  inilance,  the  names  of  the  principal  mufbks  attacb-^ 
ed  to  the.  tongue,  have  aq  allufion  to  its  Greek  name  glo&;  v^^  the 
aame  of  the  artery  has  an  allufion  to  its  Latin  name  lingua^  It  would* 
have  been  better  had  the  flime  epithet  which  dlftingiiiftes  the  mofelesy, 
and  a  pair  of  the  nerves  belonging  to  the  tongue,  been  alfo  made  to  di£> 
tioguiih  the  artery. 

**  The  parts  of  arteries  fliould' never  be  defcribed  under  feparite  heada* 
as  if  they  were  whole  or  entire  arteries  ;  what  we  denoibinate  the  fttbda- 


\  '*  It  if  much  to  h^  regretted  tliat^uch  distmrtion&  ac6  not  oftencr  aoade,  mMtd: 
tbat  the  fashion  of  de&cribtng  individtials  instead  of  ttie  species^  it  scarcely  a 
ootmnoQ  error  1r  anatomy,  than  the  fashion  in  practioe  of>  prewcribir^  for  the 

oies  instead  of  the  indiyldu«},  ivfao  often  swallowa  unlTersal  remedieartoi 

kkdiscriminately  by  impostors,  to  both  jcsw}  tad  to  all  varieties-  ef  agj^ 
|fr«iri4H4f  b«bits,  and  kUos^QcraKJMMr" 
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^mh  th^  axillaiy^  and  the  humeral  zrtexk$9  are  but  different  parts  of  tbe 
fame  tronk^  and  whait  we  .denominate  the  common  itiac,  the  external  ilia^^ 
the  eommoQ  femoral,  the  ftiperficial  femoral,  the  popliteal^  and  poA^rior 
^tsbiali  are  dillerent  portiona  of  another  trunks  ik  is  Turely  abfurd^  that 
.  thefe'  di&rent  parts  fhouid  each  have  a  na^Be  ;  and  yet,  that;  the  "vokolei 
of  which  they  are  partSt  ihould  have  no  names.  W  here  ic  is  expedient 
^and  thei«  are  cafes  where  it  may  he  expedient)  to  diftingui/h  the  pai^i 
by  M>propnate  namea»  let  tliem  be  di(Ungui(hed  hy  aU  means,  but  let  them 
iftiil  be  diAiaguiihed  as  parts,  and  not  as  wholes.  ^^     p.  xxviii,  xxix^ 

Having  dw.elt  at  so  great  kogtfa  on  the  ititrodactory  remarki 
of  Dr  Barday,  we  shall  enter .  very  briefly  into  the  work  ksfA£* 
Imleed  it  would  be  preposterous  to  attempt  a  regular  analysis  of 
A  publiofttioa  of  this  nature.  We  have  only  to  describe  it  gene** 
rally,  and  to  pre  a  specimen  of  the  mafuier  in  which  it  is  e%e^ 
«iited.  In  one  word  it  is  a  most  provoking  bode.  W^  have  learnt 
from  it,  that  all  our  supposed  knowledge  of  ttng^iology  is  found<^ 
ed  in  error,  that  the  time  we  bestowed  in  learning  the  divisions 
and  subdivisions  of  the  arteries  was  all  mispent,  and  that  the 
labour  with  which  we  constructed  and  impressed  upon  our  me- 
mory, tabular  schemes  of  the  distribution  of  arteries,  was  worse 
than  useless.  To  anatoraicaJ  discoverers^  this  book  is  a  most  mor- 
tifying production.  It  almost  prepludes  the  possibility  of  claim- 
ing any  credit  for  having  had  the  good  luck  to  meet  with,  or  the 
attentbn  to  describe,  any  suppos^  deviation  from  the  usual  an* 
^TftDgement  of  the  vessels*  Accordix^  to  Dr  Barclay  there  is  no 
unitormity,  and,  except  in  the  very  large  trunks,  i^othing  but  end* 
less  variety,  and,  we  had  almost  added,  confusion^  Thus,  ^peakp' 
idg  of  the  humeral  artery,  he  says--^ 

*'  The  humeral  portion  of  the  brachial  artery  commences  where  the 
iM^illary  portion  ends,  and  is  ufaaHy  described  as  exten(Eng  tkence  to  the 
bmid  of  the  arnw  where  it  divides  into  the  radial  and  tilnar  bi^nclies. .  Bat 
this  defcriptton»  although  coniifteat  with  the  figures  given  by  Enflachios 
•ad  HaUert  does  not  correspond  with  the  i^pearances  which  the  artery 
pften  exhibits  in  the  fpecies.  if  the  humeral  portion  is  to  be  defined  as 
terminating  always  in  what  are  called  the  radial  and  olnar  branches,  ther^ 
SMre  oiany  cafes,  where  it  mud  terminate  )iear  the  axilla,  and  at  all  the  di^* 
tiu^ces  between  that  and  the  bend  of  the  arm.  On  the  other  hand,  jf  it  be 
4efi9ed  as  always  extending  to  the  bend  of  the  arm,  one  or  other  of  the 
two  branches,  which  are  npw  denominated  the  radial  and  ulnar,  mn(k  af* 
iiime  the  name  of  Humeral  Artery ;  fo  that  the  term  Humertd  Artery t  or 
}iumeral  portion  of  the  brachial  artery,  mull,  at  dilferent  times,  be  made  to 
ix>nvey  very  different  meaning<^  As  for  HaHer's  figure  of  this  artery^ 
and  its  ramifications,  after  what  he  has  faid  concerning  the  principles  oa 
which  he  proceededj  it  cannot  be  thought  difrefpe^ul  or  ii^unous  to  his 
high  ^d  judly  acquired  reputation,  to  fay,  it  is  not  an  accurate  defcnptioa 
of  any  appearance  that  it  common  to  the  fpecies  ;  nor,  indeed,  a  defcrip- 
tion  applicable  throughout  to  any  appearance  that  occurs  in  individuala^ 
j^ijH,  merely  a.defcription  of  one  of  the  occafional  appearances  of  theartenCr 
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along  with  ▼arieties  of  ramification  which  he  had  obferved  at  different 
times^  and  in  different  fubjefis,  and  from  which  he  had  formed  that  ideal 
tombtnationi  which  the  figure  reprefents.  His  honeft  and  manly  decla- 
ration of  the  motives  by  which  he  was  adluj^tcd,  in  conftru6ling  that  R-- 
gUrcy  fhould  exempt  him  from  cenfure  ;  but  in  what  manner  Ihall  we  Tin* 
dicate  thofe,  who,  not  looking  beyond  the  figure,  have  fervilely  defcribed 
his  ideal  combination  at  the  time  they  were  pretending  to  be  copying  from 
nature,  and  thereby  have  Ie4  a  number  of  thofe,  who  carelefsly  confided 
in  their  defcriptions,  to  entertain  the  erroneous  opinion,  that  the  humeral 
artery,  in  fize,  diilribution,  and  ramification,  is  remarkably  regular  through- 
out the  fpecies.  Their  feveral  accounts,  upon  the  idea  that  they  were 
taken  from  a^ual  obfervation,  were  naturally  viewed  as  corroborative  evi- 
dence of  one  another,  and  accordingly,  the  whole  confidered  as  a  proofs 
*that  the  artery  had  the  fame,  or  nearly  the  fame  appearance  and  chara^er, 
IB  all  the  individuals  where  it  had  been  examined.  So  late  even  as  the 
time  of  Camper,  the  figures,  in  both  Euftachius  and  Haller,  which  were 
thought  to  be  confirmed  by  thefe  (hadows  of  a6lual  obfervation,  are  ap- 
pealed to  as  evidence,  that  the  high  divifion  of  the  humeral  artery  does 
not  exift,  or'occur  but  feldom.  The  truth  however  is,  the  high  divifion 
occurs  fo  often,  that  we  tan  hardly,  with  any  propriety,  call  it  an  ano- 
maly, or  prefume  to  mention  the  place  or  manner  of  the  divifion  that  are 
common  to  Che  fpecies. 

**  By  the  humeral  artery,  or  the  humeral  portion  of  the  brachial  artery, 
we  are  fimply  to  underftand  that  continuation  of  the  axillary  portion,  from 
which  the  three  arteries  of  the  fore-  arm,  the  radial,  the  ulnar,  and  the  in- 
teroffeal,  derive  their  origin  ; — the  place  and  manner  of  that  origin  to 
be  left  undefined,  as  thefe  differ  in  different  individuals.  In  a  rare  inftance, 
which  I  have  feen,  and  which  is  ftill  preferved  in  my  colle(^ion,  the  three 
arteries  fpring  up  together  at  the  bend  of  the  arm.  But  if  one  of  the 
three  arife  feparately,  as  is  generally  the  cafe,  then  the  humeral  artery,  or 
what  I  would  call  the  humeral  artery,  will  afterwards  terminate  in  the  o- 
thcr  two.  Thus,  for  example,  if  the  radial  artery  arife  firft,  the  humeral 
artery  will  terminate  in  the  ulnar  and  interoffeal ;  if  the  ulnar  artery  arife 
firft,  the  humeral  will  terminate  in  the  radial  and  interoffeal ;  or,  .if  the 
interofl*eal  arife  firft,  the  humeral  will  terminate  in  tKe  radial  and  ulnar. 
The  firft  cafe  is  common,  the  fecond  is  frequent,  bnt  the  third  is  rare. 

♦*  In  all  cases,  the  humeral  artery  is  immediately  under  the  intend- 
ments and  fascia,  situated  on  the  ulnar  side  of  the  biceps  ;  'the  ulnar, 
also,  and  inrerosseal,  when  they  rise  high,  regularly  continue  on  the 
same  side.  Nay,  even  the  radial,  wheii  it  rises  high,  seldom^  if  ever, 
crosses  the  biceps,  till  that  muscle  sends  off  the  tendinous  apoheimM 
*is,  which  generally,  if  not  always,  protects  this  artery,  as  it  pa^sel? 
obliquely  to  its  own  side.  •  Whatever  be  the  braftch,  aho,  of  the  fore- 
arm, that  is  sent  off  in  the  region  of  the  humerus,  it  is  never  separat- 
ed far  from  the  trunk.  Of  the  three,  however,  the  ulnar,  from  its 
running  occasionally  peripherad  of  the  fascia,  is  that  which  admits; 
of  separation  to  the  greatest  distance.  The  separated  branches 
tun  parallel,  or  nearly  parallel,  to  the  course  of  the  trunk,  as  Ur  as 
l|e  distal  extremity  of  the  humerus,  unless  that  branch  be  (he  raii4i 
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artery,  arising  from  the  ulnar  side  of  the  humeral,  in  which  case  h 
xrosses  the  trunk  on  the  dermal,  aspect,  to  assunie  its  regular  place 
ton  the  fore- arm. 

^*  After  examining  a  rariety  o^  arms  during  dissection,  comparing 
TOore  than 'thirty -four  dried  preparations,  and  reading  the  angeiolo- 
^ical  descriptions  of  nK)st  of  the  writers  since  the  days  of  Eustachius, 
1  cannot  discover,  among  all  the  branches  that  are  ramified  between 
the  axilla  and  fore-arm,  any  that,  in  strict  propriety  of  language, 
<an  be  called  regular.  The  Profunda  Humeri,  the  A>rter1a  Nu- 
^RiTiA  that  penetrates  the  bone,  and  the  branch  styled  the  Ramus 
Ana^tomoticus,  being  regular  only  in  a  limited  sense,  when  compar- 
ed with  the  others  that  have  still  less  of  the  uniform  character.  " 
p.  96— 106. 

The  quotation  now  made,  will  serve  as  a  fair  specimen  of  Dr 
Barclay's  style,  mannec,  and  views.  Besides  the  many  historical 
.and  critical  observations  with  which  the  dryness  of  descriptioti 
is  relieved,  the  v.olue  of  the  work  is  frequently  enhanced  by  the 
introduction  of  physiological  and  practical  remarks  connected 
with  his  subject.  We  need  scarcely  add,  that  we  recommend 
this  work  to  the  student  of  anatomy ;  and  although  we  wish  that 
Dr  Barclay  bad  introduced  his  new  nomenclature  more  sparing- 
ly, and  only  where  common  language  was  ambiguous  and  in- 
sufficient for  his  purpose,  we  must  confess,  that  we  became  soon- 
er familiar  with  his  new  terms  than  we  expected. 


IL 

An  Inquiry  into  the  Process  of  Nature  in  repairing  Ir^uries  of  the 
Intestines  J  illustrating  the  Treatment  of  Penetrating  Wounds^ 
<ind  Strangulated  Hernia.  By  Benjamin  Travers,  Demon- 
strator of  Anatomy  at  Guy's  Hospital,  Surgeon  to  the  Honu 
East  India  Company,  and  to  the  London  Infirmary,  for  Dis^ 
eases  of  the  Eye.     London,  1812,     Svo.     pp.  374. 

^\X^E  have  perused  this  volume  with  great  satisfaction.  The 
'  *  ingenious  author  has  establishsd  several  very  important 
points,  and  has  every  where  shown  himself  to  be  possessed  of 
great  acuteness,  observation,  and  industry.  We  proceed  to  give 
a  summary  of  the  contents  of  the  volume. 

Mr  Travers  divides  injuries  into  two  classes ;  those  whick 
Thave  an  inherent  power  of  redress,  and  those  which  tend  to  in- 
^itable  destruction.     The  imperfection  of  this  clasftification  \^ 
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ebrioas;  b^t  il  i(s  of  littk  con^equeppj^  to  the  cb^jpfictier  pf  a  ir^^r^ 
whose  object  is  to  ascertain  ^e  plan  ;»od  limit  of  the  oper^Qil 
of  nature  in  an  important  class  of  injuries,  to  compare  the  ^ct^ 
of  bifitdry  with  the  resuUs  qf  exp^ifaentt  ^nd  (rox^  tl^efus  spurcea 
to  derive  a  rational  an4  oon^isj^ept  theory  pf  treatty^eat.  Tolluf 
iaquiry  he  was  led,  by  ob^rving  the  Diini^roiVS  (^X^s^pl^  of 
apoalanecMis  recovery  from  wound$  of  tb/e  inte^tiaal  canal  and 
mortijSed  hernia ;  our  ignorance  of  the  proceis  whkh  Nature 
adopts  on  these  occasions ;  the  frequent  raiinres  of  the  eontrhr* 
aoces  of  art  $  and  die  diversity  of  opinion  which  distracts  d>e 
nractitionen  In  having  veoourse  to  experiments  on  animais  la 
elucidate  bis  doubts,  our  author  controverts  the  opinion,  tf>at  the 
di^erence  of  economy  in  animals  of  different  specie^  does  no^ 
warrant  thp  trarisferehcy  pf  the  re3u?ts  of  experiments  perfbrmed 

SK>n  one  to  another,  by  affirming  that  the  points  of  analogy  in 
e  general  structure  ahd  functions  of  all  animals  of  the  same 
^lass  infinitely  pf^onderate  oyer  the  points  of  difference. 

In  the  arrangement  of  his  inquiry,  tie  proceeds  from  the  most 
simple  to  the  complicated  forms  of  injury ;  and  t^e  first  imporj*- 
knt  questic^n  of  whiph  he  treats  is,  '*  Wn^her  woiipds  of  the  in- 
testines be  followed  by  effusion  of  their  contents  intp  the  abdb? 
6ien  ?  *'  *Tbe  prevalent  opinions,  that  effusion  from  the  h\\ies^ 
tines  in  whatever  degree  is  fatal,  and  that  it  is  the  uniform  con« 
^quence,  of  a  wound,  place  the  practical  importance  of  this 
question  in  a  stronj^  point  of  view,  as,  in  our  author's  opinion, 
the  latter  of  these  assertions  is  contradicted  by  dissection,  and 
by  the  fact,  that  persons  have  recovered  from  wounds  of  the  iu-» 
testines,  as  proved  both  by  the  direction  and  depth  of  the  wound, 
and  by  the  discharge  of  blood  upwards,  and  downwards*  These 
leave  no  doubt  that  effqsion  of  tl^eir  poji^^ts  ii^  by  no  mean^  ^ 
necessary  consequence  of  injuries  of  |he  intesdnes^  indicted  by 
accident,  or  intentionally  for  the  sake  of  ^s^perlnient. 

In  the  second  chapter,  Mr  Travers  treats  of  the  ddhesive  in- 
flammation of  the  peritonssum,  of  which  a  breach  of  continuity, 
and  a  violent  separation  of  parts  naturally  in  opposidoh,  are  two 
powerful  fixciting  cau^.  Ihe  influence  of  thf  latter  ci^^^ufn- 
stance  is  so  great,  that  Mi  T.  says,  ^'  If  the  intestine'  when 
protruded,  be  gradually  and  softly  returned  in  its  natiir^  dtdei*, 

}£  recovers  position  and  function  without  much  cons^ucnVip- 
lammation.  If,  on  the  6ther  hand,  it  be  put  bacH  in  the  mass^ 
without  attention  to  the  course  of  the  canal,  its  organic  functioti 
is  suspended,  and  it  becouies  an  irritant.  Inflammation  rapidly 
^perv^es,  Jymph  is  effused  in  flakes,  and  the  folds  are  univer- 
sally agglutinated. "  We  need  scarcely  call  the  attention  of  our 
jreadeis  to  the  practical  application  of  this  remark*    From  exj  crir- 
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ifU^  m^  tP  98(^rl;i¥Q  the  modip  pf  reparation  adopted  hy  m^ 
tw/e  )n  p^oe^ratip^  wownd^  unattended  by  ^posure  of  tb(B  gut^ 
9d4  fr9,W  ob^rvatipu?  which  have  occijrrwd  in  practice,  Mr  Tra* 
vers  ascribes  the  h^py  t^rn^ination  in  a  ,gr)eat  juj^asure  to  th« 
ilji^^nic^  i^o$^tipp  of  the  abdominal  cavity^  a#  it  is  GiiSi^^ 
)n  ^hi<ph  the  ouxj^v  surface?  of  i^  cpntent^  ar^  everywhere  ii| 
ppptao^  with  eaph  other,  or  the  inriker  surface  of  tho  containing 
pigrt^,  ^  ihi^t  in  poi^t  pf  fact  ther^  is  pp  cavity. 

**  Vfoa^  th#se  datails  it  appears^  that  further  eiseatia]  advantagtf 
Hre  fl<^ve4  frofn  the  absola^e  fulness  of  the  abdoinea :  that  it  nol 
only  prevents  effasiop,  but  provifles  tb^  ipeaos  of  ra^tpration ;  that  tbf 
process  of  spontaneous  reparation  easeatiall^  depeods  upon  the  ioder 
i^te  ^^4^HW  pf  the  peritonaeum*  (by  which  meipbranotis  surfanes^ 
l4^tica}  \s\  their  or^aQization  and  properties,  are  everyvvhere  op* 
po^edji  and  upon  its  disposition  to  assume  the  adhesive  inflammav 
%iGSkf  Thu/3>  if  a  bowel  be  wounded  lying  in  contact  with  the  perito^ 
pacuip  pf  the  inusclesy  it  repairs  itself  by  the  mutual  adhesion  of  tbf 
cu(  ^urface$ ;  another,  more  distant  from  the  parietes.  contracts  % , 
slose  adhesion  with  the  pontigupvis  fo]d>  or  lays  hold  of  the  adjacent 
pinentpm.  *  If  the  vpund  is  an  orifice  from  loss  of  substance,  it  it 
never  obliterated  by  the  deposition  of  new  matter,  but  by  the  perma^ 
nent  close  adhesion  of  the  surface  applied  to  its  margin  \  if  pn  th^ 
*  poptfarv  it  js  simply  a  division  of  substance,  as  in  a  clean  cut  wound, 
th^  sides  may  unite  per  se%  without  contracting  any  surrounding  adbe^ 
8ipn$,  as  happened  ip  the  instance  of  the  sailor  before  mentioned ;  i^ 
which  case  it  appears  probable  that  the  cicatrix  wiil  escape  detection.** 

The  real  danger  of  simple  ptiteftinal  woupds,  flependa  upon  the 
iii^f)9iniatiPil  pot  being  circumscribed  to  the  immediate  Ttcinitjf 
of  the  injury,  but  becoming  diffused  and  extensive.  The  fi>r« 
mer  is  salutary,  and  the  process  by  which  nature  repairs  the  in* 
jory ;  the  latter  proves  destriictive,  either  by  tending  direct^V  to 
gmngrene,  or  in  healthier  subjects  in  the  adhesive  stage.  Effu- 
sion of  bilci  urine,  or  fecal«it  matter,  prove  unifornrily  fatal,  by 
their  irritating  quality  ex^citing  inflammation  5  but  effused  blood 
does  not  irritate  until  it  become  decomposed,  and  may  be  re^ 
mpved  with  success.  The  practical  inferences  which  Mr  Tra- 
vars  has  drawn  from  his  consideratio|i  of  this  subject,  is  to  assist 
the  salutary  processes  of  nature  by  total  abstinence  from  solid 
food,  allowing  |io  nourishment  but  drink  of  easy  absorption, 
given  very  sparingly  and  at  long  intervals,  with  a  rigid  preserver 

♦  "  *  It  does  not  seem  necessary, '  says  Mr  Hunter,  *  that  both 
surfaces  which  are  to  be  united  should  be  in  a  state  of  inflammation^^ 
for  the  purpose  of  effecting  an  union ;  it  appears  only  necessary  ihafT 
one  should  be  in  such  a  state,  which  is  to  furnish  the  materials,  via^ 
to  throw  out  the  coagulating  lymph,  and  the  opposite  uoinflamect 
^urf^ce  accepts  simply  vf  the  union.  '* '  p.  252. 
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lion  of  the  supine  posture,  continued  as  long  as  such  treatment 
19  indicated,  together  with  early,  free,  and  repeated  blood-let- 
ling,  general  and  local,  without  any  fear  of  reducing  the  power 
i)f  the  system  below  the  means  of  reparation. 

The  third  chapter  contains  the  details  of  experiments,  show- 
ing the  eflPects  of  extensive  wounds  of  the  intestines ;  and  in  the 
fourth  he  has  given,  in  addition  to  his  own  experiments,  the 
substance  of  those  performed  by  Mr  Astley  Cooper,  Dr  Thomp- 
son, Regius  Professor  of  Mifitary  Surgery  in  this  University, 
and  Dr  Smith  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  operation  and  effects  of 
ligatures  and  sutures  in  wounds  of  the  intestines,  from  all  of 
Which  he  has  drawn  the  following  conclusion. 
*  **•  1.  EfFusion  of  the  intestinal  matters  rarely  takes  place  in  pene- 
trating wounds.  The  impediment  to  effusion  consists,  first,  in  the 
Vesistance  which  the  mechanism  of  the  abdomen  opposes,  and  second- 
ly, in  the  circumstances  contingent  upon  and  peculiar  to  intestinal 
wounds.  By  the  former  statement  I  mean  the  general  contact  and 
equal  pressure  before  explained ;  by  the  latter,  the  processes  of  ever- 
sion,  contraction,  and  peritoneal  adhesion. 

'  **  2.  Effusion  of  the  intestinal  matters  more  readily  takes  place 
from  lacerated  and  ulcerated  apertures,  because  in  these  the  combi- 
nation of  the'  causes  of  impediment  is  destroyed. 

**  3.  The  uniform  contiguity  of  the  peritoneal  surfaces,  and  the 
ready  disposition  of  these  surfaces  to  assume  the  adhesive  inflamma- 
tion, are  the  means  provided  by  Nature  for  the  reparation  of  intestl; 
nal  wounds  and  injuries. 

'^  4.  By  these  means  punctured  and  small  incised  wounds,  trans« 
verse  or  longitudinal,  and  apertures  from  excision  of  substance,  readi* 
ly  admit  of  spontaneous  cure. 

*"*:  5.  It  is  even  possible  under  certain  conditions,  that,  after  a  wound 
hj  which  the  intestine  is  half  divided,  the  tube  may  be  imperfectly 
restored  upon  the  same  principle  ;  but  wounds  amounting  to  a  direct 
ilivision  of  the  canal  are  irreparable,  and  therefore  invariably  fatal. 

^*'  6.  Where  the  division  is  indirect^  as  by  the  operation  of  a  strio 
ture,  natural  or  artificial,  the  injury  a^dpaits  of  speedy  and  perfect  re- 
covery. 

**  7.  Where  a  ligature  includes  a  portion  of  the  paries  intestinalis, 
the  process  of  reparation  is  precisely  similar  to  that  which  takes 
place  where  no  ligature  is  emploved,  viz.  the  adhesive  ihflammatioa 
margining  the  ul9erated  wound  in  one  case,  and  the  simple  incised 
wound  in  the  other,  attaches  the  adjacent  peritoneal  surface. 

"  8.  Ligatures  of  every  description,"  un  confined  at  the  external 
wound,  separate  into  the  canal  and  pass  off  with  its  contents ;  not 
from  any  law  of  the  economy,  which  has  been  adduced  in  explana* 
tion  of  some  similar  invariable  phenomena  of  which  the  cause  was  not 
obvious,  but  from  their  speedy  and  complete  investment  by  the  unit« 
ing  medium. 

'*  9.  The  union  of  a  divided  bowel  requires  the  contact  of  the  cut  ex- 
tremities in  their  entire  circumference,  effectively  to  ref'ist  the  muscular 
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miction  opposed  to  an  artificial  connexion  during  the  process  of  anion. 
The  species  of  suture  employed  is  of  secondary  importance,  if  it  se- 
cures this  contact. 

*'  10.  The  mode  of  reparation,  adopted  in  those  wounds  of  the 
intestmes  which  are  connected  by.  artificial  means,  proceeds  upon  the 
same  uniform  principle  as  is  exhibited  in  spontaneous  repairs.  Bat 
the  effect  is  varied,  inasmuch  as  retraction  of  the  divided  parts  being 
in  the  former  prevented,  the  cylinder  of  the  intestine  is  preserved  by 
a  process  of  independent  union,  whereas,  in  the  latter,  the  union  is  ef- 
fected entirely  by* the  medium  of  surrounding  parts. "     p.  1 32 — 135, 

Our  author  now  proceeds  to  the  practical  application  of  the 
results  of  the  preceding  chapters,  to  complicated  wounds  attend- 
ed by  feculent  discharge;  and  from  the  consideration  of  many 
ceases  upon  record,  be  concludes,  that  tlic  intestinal  aperture  re- 
tains its  opposition  to  the  peritoneal  wound ;  that  the  free  egress 
of  matters  by  the  wound  prevents  obstructions  in  the  canal,  and 
conaequaatly  relieves  the  patient  from  the  local  and  constitutional 
^iaturbanoe,  of  which  obstruction  is  a  never-failing  cause;  that 
the  passage  of  the  matter  by  the  wound,  does  not  in  any  degree 
impede  the  subsequent  efforts  of  mature  to  restore  the  canal;  and 
that  the  injury  carries  with  it  the  means  of  redressing  an  intlam- 
ination  sufficient  for  its  reparation.  In  wounds  of  the  belly  ac-i 
companied  by  prolapse,  if  the  intestine  be  not  wounded,  it*is  to 
be  carefully  reduced  inch  by  inch;  but  where  the  intestine  is  also 
wounded,  Mr  Travers  strongly  recommends  the  foUowing  prac- 
tice, and  upon  grounds  which  appear  to  lis  decisive. 

^  Let  a  small  round  sewing  nee31e,  armed  with  a  silk  thread,  be 
passed  near  to  the  lines  formed  at  the  bases  of  the  everted  lips.  The 
thread  is  to  be  carried  at  short  regular  distances  through  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  the  wound,  the  operator  being  mindful  that  an  equal  porttea 
of  the  edges  is  included  in  each  stitch.  When  the  suture  is  finished, 
let  the  thread  be  securely  fastened,  and  cut  close  to  the  knot.  The  re- 
duction of  the  prolapsed  fold  should  then  be  conducted  with  the  nicest 
caution ;  and  when  completed,  the  wound  of  the  teguments  should  be 
treated  with  a  stitch,  a  plaster,  or  a  poultice,  as  circumstances  dictate. 

"  The  practice  embraces  two  points.  1  st.  The  accurate  closure  o6 
the  intestinal  wound,  by  which  the  case  is  reduced  to  one  of  simple 
prolapse.  2d,  The  careful  reduction  of  the  protruded  part,  and  the 
union  of  the  divided  integuments*  The  treatment  of  the  two  wounds 
is  thus  made  perfectly  distinct;  and  I  contend  that  this  distinction,  by 
which  the  practice  is  materially  simplified,  is  indicated  by  the  facts 
oii  evidence,  viz.  the  independent  restoration  of  the  cylinder,  and  the 
provision  made  for  the  ligature  in  that  process.  The  principle  of  a 
preternatural  connexion  between  the  bowel  and  the  tegument  where 
the  union  is  obtained  by  the  suture,  upon  which  all  writers  have  in- 
sisted asessentialy  is  a  false  one;  if  it  were  nut,  a  depending  ligatvuv 
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woold  be  ougatonr;  but  whoever  will  earefuUj  examme  the  jnroeess 

.  c(  nestorationf  will  come  to  the  stronger  conclusion,  that  it  is  idjori* 

cus,  and  in  direct  violation  to  the  procedure  of  Nature.  ^  p«  188, 18$. 

This  chapter  concludes  with  a  fi^v  obseiVatioDs  oti  artifida! 
^snva  at  a  consequence  of  wounds*  Our  author  then  proceeds  to 
tfie  consideration  of  strangulation,  primary  and  secondary,  of  Cbe 
intestines,  and  the  mode  in  which  it  produces  death.  He  imi- 
tated the  former  by  making  a  tight  ligature  upon  the  protruded 
gut,  and  the  latter  by  drawing  a  loop  of  intestines  tnrough  a 
small  muscular  orifice*  In  the  former,  sphacelus  is  rapidly  in- 
duced, die  gut  bursts  and  dischaiges  tbe-CKiBteiitaef  dlie  upper 
bowels.  This  gives  immediate  r^f,  and  an  arii&eial  9xm  is 
Ibrmed ;  and  though  the  experiment  is  ulcimtttely  fatal,  the  peri* 
toneat  surface  invariably  remains  healtby.  in  the  latttt**  iiiiaiD* 
[luation  of  the  strictured  bowel  is  produced^  and  if  tke  obsinied^a 
be  .complete,  the  animal  dies  of  generid  peritoneal  hifiaaitMtion. 
To, discriminate  between  the  effects  of  the  obstructi^m  and  of  ibe 
locid  iiyury,.  our  author  combined  these  experiments  in  a  tMi 
^faich  iie  considers  as  proving  that  lj)e  obstruction,  and  fiot  thd 
local  injury,  is  the  cause  of  peritoneal  inflammation. 

"  A  loop  of  intestine,  four  inches  long,  was  drawn  dirocgh  a  unaH 
inciuon  oi  the  parietes;  the  anterior  half  was  strangulated  oy  a  tight 
ligature  on  the  outside  of  the  integument,  which  was  then  sewed  close 
,around  it;  and  the  remaining  two  inches  were  left  to  Inflame  is  die 
space  betvreen  the  muscles  and  the  skin.  The  slough  of  the  strangu- 
lated part  speedily  followed,  and  suffered  die  inatl4Ei«  to  pass  e^ter* 
aatlly.  The  animal  lived  a  week,'aQ4  tbeo  saiik  i»der  tbs  drai^fr^n 
the  wound.  ,      . 

*^  Excifmnaiion.'^Tht  intercepted  portiaiis  of  bowel  were  iMg^f 
inflamed,  and  their  contiguous  surfai^es  adhtered;  thft  slou^s  were 
.detached  by  ulceration  in  the  Ui>e  of  tb^  ligatltf^i  b?t  ^U  wit)uQ  the 
abdomen  appeared  healthy. 

**  This  experiment  proves  that  iafiammatjop  of  the  strictured  gut» 
when  existing  in  the  greatest  degree,  does  not  B]^^4  into  the  abdo- 
men or  extend  above  the  stricture,  so  a^  to  a^e^t  (he  peritoneal  sur* 
^ce. ''    p.  207,  208. 

In  further  confirmation  of  his  opinion,  Mr  Traiwjfs  detaUi 
«ome  cases  communicated  by  Dr  Babington  and  Dr  Farre^  in 
which  the  characteristic  symptoms  of  strangulated  he»*nia  were 
)lhe  effects  of  intestinal  obstruction  from  otSer  causes^  and  be 
j^uotes  the  fact,  that  frecjuently,  although  the  operation  be  dex- 
terously performed,  and  tne  intestines  reduced  before  any  appear- 
ance of  mortificatiofl,  there  is  no  remission  of  the  urgent  symp- 
toms, owing,  in  his  opinion,  to  the  obstruction  coptinumg  in  con: 
'^uence  oi  a  paralytic  .state  of  the  strangulated  portion  of  gut; 
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The  two  last  chapters  treat  principally  of  partial  strangulation 
and  mortified  intestine ;  and  we  shall  terminate  our  analysis  of 
this  very  instructive  volume,  by  extracting  our  author's  summary 
4o€  the  treaCii^Bt  which  he  recomm^ds« 

**  1.  A  sl^angulgtedt  int^tine  must  be  in  one  of  two  states,  viz.  re- 
coverable or  irrecoverable.  The  former  incladles  the  iafiamed ;  the 
latter  |he  mortified  state.  Where  disorganization  has  not  commeneed, 
or,  having  commenced,  is  F«.iperficial  or  eircumscribed,  the  bowel  may 
be  returired<  under'  the  restrictioDs  befbre  advised.  Fomentations  and 
glysters  must  be  had  recourse  to  immedSateljr,  and  a  mild  pvrgijtivebe 
exhibited,  in  the  least  offensive  form,  as  soon  as  the  irritability  of  the 
atomadi  ha»  subsided  iuflteiendy  to  allow  ef  ita  being  retamed,  ai^d  it 
aliouM  be  repeated  at  short  iotef  vak,  until  bilious^  evacuations  are  o&» 
Viihied. 

**  2.  Where  the  gangrene  is  general  or  complete,  and  the  raattera 
are  discharged  through  an  opening  or  openings  in  die  gut,  a  free  in* 
easion  of  the  sac  is  all  that  appears  to  be  required.  If  the  spoiled 
gut  is  extensive,  the  surgeon  may  use  his  own  judgment  concerning 
the  removal  of  (he  sloughs,  for  the  sake  of  ckanJiness, 

^*  S.  Where,  under  the  same  state  of  disorganization,  the  gut  haa 
not  burst,  and  the  process  of  sloughing  has  not  commenced,  an  open« 
kkg  should  be  made  neiar  to  the  stricture,  sufficient  to  admit  of^the 
discharge  of  the  matrets;  If  the  stricture  should  still  be  sufBctent  t<^ 
tettSn  Sie  mattery  which  wiH'  seldos»  be  the  case,  a  modei^te  dilata^ 
tion  of  it  win  be  required^  If  the  discharge  ia  scanty,  and  the  synip<k 
toms  are  impetl^^ctly  r(dlleved,  a  gende  laxative  may  be  exhibited^ 
Alt  eMtaa  should  be  adminislered,  without  changmg  the  positioD  ct 
Jthe  {Mteilt,  night  and  momtiig.  The  dressbgs  should  be  of  fine  ab^ 
aorbent  liiten,  and  so  iiiequant^  renewed  as  to  |Mrevent  the  accumula- 
tion  of  bile  or  fecal  fluid  in*  the  wound ;  and  every  precaution  should 
be  tahen  to  preserve  deailiness,  and  prevent  the  overflowing  of  th^ 
bfle  and  censec^nt  excoriation  of  the  skin.  Bile  appears  essen^Uy 
to  gemote  a  heakhy  granulation.  Strong  soups  and  animal  jeiKesp. 
and  every  variety  of  nutriment  in  a  cond^sed  but  easily  assimilable 
form,  should  compose  the  patient's  diet.  Of  the  propriety  of  exhi- 
biting cordial,  or  tonic,  or  astringent  medicines,  I  am  very  doubtfdL 
liie  augmentation  in  solidity  and  quantity  of  food  should  be  gradual  $. 
and  especial  care  should  be  taken  to  prevent  obstruction  to  Uie  mat- 
ters^  when  the  wound  indines  to  healing,  and  the  discharge  becomea 
aensibly  diminished.  A  gentle  laxative,  such  as  oil  or  manna,  might 
{H-obably  be  given  at  this  time  with  advantage.  **    p.  33^ — 33 J. 


. 
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ni. 

On  the  Operation  of  Largely  Pundtarvig  the  Capsule  of  the  Cry^ 
talline  Hamour^  in  order  to  promote  the  Absorption  of  the  CatU" 
ract :  and  on  the  Gutta  Serenay  accompanied  with  Pain  and  In^ 
flammation.  From  the  Third  Edition  of  Observations  on  the 
Cataract  and  Gutta  Serena.  By  James  Ware,  Surgeon^ 
F.  R.  S.     London,  in  12.    8vo-  pp.  26. 

Tn  *the  former  editions  of  Mr  Ware's  Worts,  seTeral  cases 
-*-  were  inserted  of  persons  having  recover^  th^ir  sight  by 
the  opaque  crystalline  lens  l?eing  absorbed  without  the  necessity 
of  performing  any  operation.  These  papers  are  omitted  in  the 
third  edition ;  and  the  observations  now  before  us  are  introduced 
to  point  out  a  method  by  which  the  absortion  may  be  promoted, 
not  only  in  cases  of  cataract  subsequent  to  an  e^tternal  injury, 
but  also  in  those  cataracts  which  come  on  in  infancy,  and  in 
congenital  cataract.  This  method  consists  of  an  operation, 
which  has,  of  late  years,  been  strongly  recommended  in  all 
prases,  the  puncturing  the  capsule  of  the  lens  with  a  needle,  and, 
instead  of  depressing  the  cataract,  the  endeavouring  to  break  it 
down,  and  leave  the  fragments  to  be  absorbed  in  the  aqueous 
humour.  This  mode  was  first  recommended  by  Mr  Pott,  in 
cases  of  soft  or  fluid  cataracts,  where  they  cannot  be  depre^ed, 
and  has  of  late  years  been  strongly  recommended  in  all  cases  by 
Professor  Scarpa  and  Mr  Hey  of  Leeds.  It  gives  us  much  plea- 
sure to  find  that  the  author,  though  he  recommends  this  mode 
in  the  cases  of  cataract  in  early  life,  still  gives  a  decided  prefer- 
ence to  the  operation  of  extraction,  which  we  have  repeatedly 
pointed  out  to  our  readers  as  unquestionably  the  best  mode  of 
removing  the  disease  in  the  adult.  Mr  Ware,  speaking  on  thu 
iubject,  remarks — 

"  To  this  indiscrinunate  preference,  however,  I  cannot  accede;  be- 
ing fully  persuaded,  tliat  though,  in  the  cases  of  young  persons,  and 
particularly  of  infants,  the  operation  of  largely  puncturing  the  cap- 
fitile,  and  breaking  down  the  substance  of  the  opaque  crystalline,  pos- 
sesses considerable  merit,  yet  when  the  cataract  attacks  adult  and  aged 
persons,  the  operallon  of  extraction,  if  well  performed,  has  greatly 
the  advantage  over  it.  " — p.  5.  And  again,  p.  9,  '*  The  experience 
of  more  than  thirty  years  authorizes  me  to  entertain  a  much  higher  o- 
pinion  of  the  operation  of  extraction,  and  to  express  a  decided  prefer- 
ence of  it,  when  the  disorder  attacks  adult  persons  and  those  who 
f^e  aged.  »♦  " 

In  performing  the  operation  of  puncturing  ,the  capsule  of 
the  crystalline  humour,  great  benefit  is  derived  from  the  arti» 
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ficial  dilatation  of  the  pupil  by  means  of  the  extract'  of  belladon* 
na.  Though  the  singular  property  possessed  by  this,  as  well  a» 
by  other  narcotics,  was  first  pointed  out  in  London  by  die  late 
Mr  Sanders,  it  has  been  long  known  on  the  Continent,  and  we 
recoUect  having  seen  an  operation  for  cataract  performed  a  dozen: 
of  years  ago,  where  the  beBadonna  had  been  previously  applied; 
Of  late  years  it  has  been  more  particularly  noticed  by  Professor 
Himly  of  Jena,  *  and  the  late  Professor  Schmidt  of  Vienna,  who 
gave  a  preference  to  the  hyoscyamus  extract,  as  being  less  sti- 
mulant when  applied  to  the  eye  itself,  and  as  its  effects  are  con- 
fined to  the  iris,  whereas  those  of  the  belladonna  sometimes  ex«-' 
tend  to  the  retina.  The  dilatation  of  the  pupil  by  means  of  the 
belladonna,  may  be  caused  by  its  internal  use,  but  it  is  produc- 
ed with  more  certainty  by  rubbjng  a  little  of  the  extract  on  th^ 
eyebrows,  or  .applying  it  to  the  eye  diluted  with  water,,  by  meana 
of  a  hair  pencil. 

The  instruments  used  in  this  operation  are  Pellier's  elevator 
for  the  upper  eyelid,  which  is  always  necessary  in  the  case  of  ia?* 
fants,  though,  when  the  patients  are  beyond  that  age,  the  author 
observes,  it  may  sometimes  be  dispensed  with,  and  the  eye  fixed 
by  the  fingers  above ;  a  needle  resembling  that  of  Mr  Hey,  ex- 
cept that  its  extremity  is  pointed,  and  it  cuts  on  one  side  for  the 
space  of  about  the  eighth  of  an  inch ;  the  other  side  is  blunt  ^ 
it  is  about  an  inch  long,  and  should  form  a  complete  we(%e 
through  its  whole  length.  The  pupil  having  bee^  previously  di- 
lated by  the  ^plication  of  the  belladonna,  half  an  hour  before 
Mr  Ware  thus  describes  the  steps  of  the  operation. 

*^  The  patient  being  either  seated  on  a  chair  of  a  suitable  height, 
or  placed  on  a  table  with  the  head  properly  raised  on  a  pillow,  the 
bent  end  of  the  speculum  should  be  introduced  under  the,  upper  eye- 
lid, and  the  instrument  committed  to  the  care  of  an  assistant.  The 
eye  being  thus  fixed,  the  point  of  the  narrow  bladed  knife  above  men- 
tioned should  be  pierced  through  the  sclerotica,  on  the  side  next  thej 
temple,  about  the  eighth  of  an  inch  from  its  union  to  the  cornea,  with 
its  blunt  edge  upwards  ;  and  it  should  be  pushed  forwards  in  the  same 
direction  until  so  much  of  its  blade  has  entered  the  eye,  that  its  point 
hsft  nearly  reached  the  crystalline.  Its  point  should^then  be  brought 
forwards,  until  it  has  passed  through  the  opaque  crystalline  and  its 
capsule,  and  is  plainly  visible  in  the  anterior  chamber  of  the  aqueous, 
humour.^  The  future  proceedings  must  be  governed  by  what  now  oc- 
curs. If  the  cataract  be  fluid,'  and  the  anterior  chamber  become  inw 
mediately  fitted  with  the  opaque  matter,  it  appears  to  me.  adviseabla 
CO  withdraw  the  instrument,  and  defer  further  measures  until  the  mat;- 
ter  be  absorbed,  which  absorption  usually  takes  place  in  the  cpurse  ^ 
a  few  days,  and  sometimes  of  a  few  hours.     If  no  visible  chaagc  b% 

,  *  Ophthalmalogische  Beobacbtungen. 
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^mtnttA  xtk  the  ptpil,  fte  poine  nd  ditdti;  €d]Bfe  cf  dM  im^ttfulMRii 
AoiM  b0  applied  in  diffovtm  dttcedoM^  so  «§  tsD  dltidt  boib  the  o' 
yai^  cryttaUttte  and  it*  oapsttk  mto  stnaH  po»tioB%  aivdb  tf  pateihtei 
to  bnbf  tKem  forwards*  into  the  anterior  change.  Hirs^mslf  f^nkt 
the  instvnroent  to  be  kept  in  ^  eje  for  a  mtnute  or  two  \  tat^  if  th» 
Iterator  preserve  his  steadiness,  he  naf  ootitiniie  it  diere  a  rouob 
longer  ttttfe^  without  doing  the  least  injury  to  the  iris  oi^  any  odtM 
part,  tf  the  cataract  be  found  ot  a  firm  consisteace*  (though  tlitr 
rarely  happens  in  yourg  persons),  it  may  be  ad[visable  to  depress  iC 
helow  ^^  pupil ;  a^d  in  ^uch  a  case,  particular  care  s^o^Id  be  taked^ 
to  perforate  largely  the  postet'ior  part  of  the  capsule,  and  to  withdraw 
the  instrument  immediateT]^  after  die  cataract  has  bdeh  de|)re^<(  la 
order  to  hinder  it  f^om  rising  afgfain.  If  the  6^icjr  1>cf  in  dieeapsule, 
the  instrumetit  will  nof  act  so  easify  ttpo^  it  a^  ft  dde^  6^  tft^  opa^u^ 
itfystaHtne;  bnt,  notwithstsfndfng  this,  the  eapstde,  sts  #^1  aff  thi^ 
crytti^ine,  maybe  diyided  by  \%  vMi  kurgei*  or  smalW  |k)'i^tiotf^;'^E^b|y 
portions,  when  thus  divided,  will  be  softened  by  the^  a^tf^  df  tbie  ^ 
qoeoiis  humour ;  and  though,  in  the  first  operatibtl  6n  inch  a  case. 
k  may  m>t  be  possible  to  t^emove  tfae  optfcftyi  yet,  on  tli»  secoild  of 
third  attempt,  the  divided  pofticos  may  be  brou^it  forwards  into  th^ 
anterior  chamber  of  ^  aqueous  humour,  in  which  plaoe  diey  wtt 
then  be  gradually  absorbed,  and  will  somi  disappear^'f    p.  1W4. 

In^  performing  tftts  operation,  Mr  Ware  fs  farther  df  opinion^ 
Aat  tne  surgeori  will  operate  with  liibre  composure  if  t6e  patient: 
is  laid  on  a  tabfe,  than  If  he  b6  ptac^  vti  th6  erect  posture  oh  a: 
chair,  and  t})i»  will  be'  ^(^xttidi  {^artici^lartjr  prof^r  where  the  pii* 
fient  is  dn  infant,  and  Iii$  stead'iness  cannot  be  depended  on  ; 
and,  of  cour^,  if  the  rfght  eye  is  the  subject  of  6|!>^atioti|  and 
the  sT^fgeon  6{^erate  with  bis  rt]^ht  hand,  he  most  sit  behind  the 
f>atieht ;  asrd,  ill  that  case^  tHH'  manage  the  specuftM  widi'  bii^ 
iefi  hand,  while  an  assistant  depresses  the  ntider  Qrelid.  iSftyib-^ 
ptotns  of  inflammation  come  on  after'  the  operation,  or  the  p^ 
tient  suffer  much  pain  during  its  performance,  tlie  antiphte^a* 
fie  regimen  should  be  rigidly  observed^;  for  we  have  found,  in  atf 
operations  for  cataract^  that  tjbe  success  is  more  frequently  pre- 
vented by  kiffammation  than  any  other  occurrence^  though  ^«i 
author  remarks^  thaft  he  has.  nciver  once  haid  occaaion  to  take 
|>loed  firom  in&nts,  and  very  rarely  in  pevs^m  ttoder  twentyt 
years  of  age.  The  patient  shottM  be  k€f>tiiif  al  darit  room,  and 
the  ^e  guarded  against  a  strong  %bt  hf »  coinpi16^  of  lineor 
^Upped  in  a  weak  sottrmiiie  lotion^  for  a  wk  days  after  tHe  ope>* 
lation.  h^  tbtf  end  of  ten  days,  tke  inflammation  far  genemly 
gone ;  and  if  thie  opaque  matter  b6  obsenr^  lAiD  Xo  obseute  th^ 
piipil,  it  is  recommended  tb  repeat  the  opi^ratioit  ill  the  sdm^ 
iray,  ehdearouring  tb  bring  the  opaqfue  portion  into  the  anteiioi^ 
Clamber.  M/  Ware  observes,  that  in  the  greater  number  of 
cases  that  l)^te  coiue  under  bis  care,  the  6pei*ation  baa  boep 
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peated. twice;  in  a  few  the  core  has  been  compfete'd  the  first 
time;  and  in  only  three  out  of  the  last  twenty  has  it  been  requi^^ 
site  to  repeat4he  operation  a  fourth  time.  Instead  of  these  rre« 
quent  repetitions  of  the  operation,  we  are  of  opintbn  that  it 
would  be  much  better  to  follow  the  mode  recommended  by  th6 
late  Mr  Gibson  of  Manchester , — after  the  first  operation  with 
ibe  needle,  to  make  a  small  incision  in  the  transparent  cOrnea, 
and  to  extract  the  opaque  portions  through  it ;  as  in  that  wa^ 
tiheir  removal  may  be  in  general  effected  at  once,  and  because  it 
is  attended  with  less  danger  and  frrilation  to  the  eyCf  and  occa- 
sions less  pain  CO  the  patient. 

Mr  Ware  concludes  the  account  of  this  operation  by  remark- 
ing, in  a  note,  that  he  had  been  informed  that  the  late  Mr 
Saunders  punctured  the  cornea  instead  of  passing  the  needle 
through  the  sclerotica.  Tbid  operation  was  proposed  in  the  year 
1797,  by  the  late  Dr  Conradl,  and  repeatedly  practised  by  Dir. 
Beer,  and  other  oculists,  with  Various  success ;  but,  in  cases  of. 
adults,  cannot  be  brought  into  comparison  with  the  operationof 
extraction,,  and  on  that  a(^count  is  now  generally  laid  aside; 
thouffh  it  might  be  of  great  bienefit  when  the  crystalline  js  de^ 
Gidedly  fluid,  being  attended  with  much  less  pain  than  the  usual' 
mode  of  performing  depression. 

On  the  Gutta  Serena  accompanied  with  Pain  and  Inflammation. 

It  not  unfrequentlv  happen^,  that  patients  labouring  under', 
aroauroeis,  or  insensibility  of  the  retina,  are  subject  to  attacks  of 
inflammation  of  the  eye^  which  the  author  considers  to  be.of  a 
peculiar  kind,  and  not  removeable  by  the  ordinary  means.  From 
having  observed  an  eiFusion  of  lymph  between  the  choroid  coat 
and  retina,  in  cases  of  gutta  serena,  after  death,  Mr  Ware  was 
led  to  try  the  effect  of  puncturing  the  ball  of  the  ^e  through  the' 
scl^otica,  with  a  grooved  needle,  and  in  many  cases  it  has  been 
attended  with  beneficial  eifectsr.    As  these  cases  are  not  of  fre* 

3uent  occurrence,  we  shall  select  one  of  Mr  Ware's,  as  the  best 
ascription  of  his  method  of  treatment. 
**.  Mr  G.  of  Chippenham  applied  to  m^  in  the  latter  part  of  No^' 
venber  1810,  on  account  of  an  inflammation  of  the  left  eye,  which^ 
had  been  accompanied,  upwards  of  three  weeks,  with  a  most' violent 
.pain  both  in  the  head  and  eye;  the  sight  having  been  previously  lost  bjr 
a  complete  gutta  serena«    A  great  variety  of  evaciKtnt  and  anodyne 
remedies  had  been  employed,  both  externally  and  internally,  l:^  bis  me- 
dical adviser  in  the  country,  without  affording  lasting  relief.     In  this^ 
instance,  suspecting  a  6uid  to  be  effused  between  the  choroid  coat' 
and  retina,  1  immediately  made  a  puncture  through  the  sclerotica 
with  the  grooved  needle  above  mentioned ;  carrying  the  point  of  tho 
instrument  about  threeeighths  of  an  inch  into  the  ball  or  the  eye,  » 
Kttlfe  further  back  than  the  part  which  is  usually  punctnired  iii'tifl^  <^ 
toi.  viu.  NO.  S%  n  h 
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{leKmtiMi  of  couching.  A  oomidenUd  fuantHy  of  a  ^mUay  Siriir 
«vidcfitly.difioreiMt  mv  ihe  ▼Uveoiw  Wnomr,  i96«9d  Im^aeitial^ 
ibroMi^  the  groove  of  the  iQstrqroQnt.  TW  operatioa  g^vc  coi^ 
fiideri&le  pain,  and  it  did  not  wholly  cei^e  for  P^q  hpun ;  but  aflerr 
jiTarda  the  patient  fell  into  a  aoqnd  #leep)  and  atKoIoemncb  r^freahod^ 
^wd  quite  easy.  **    p.  18-20. 

Mr  Ware  also  i9eii!tic»s  twa  caa^  of  recept  bUo^n^iB^  atteooL- 
fd  by  a  dilated  pupilf  witbont  any  pain  or  infiaminatioQ,  Ybei:e 
the  patients  recovered  their  sight  by  means  of  piwctunKig  ib^ 
eyeball  j  and  he  remark^^  that  ^he  fluid  discharged  app^arad  \Qr 
be  merely  the  vitreous  humour,  jKsarc^  if)  a  dise^ed  s^atQ. 
Particular  care  «boold  be  Itakeii  ft>  dirept  the  point  of  ^  inatru^ 
^oent  ao  as  Qojt  to  wo^ind  ibe  oapaule  of  tbe  qryataVipe^  whidi^ 
accident  qiigbt  oocasion  an  opaci^  of  tfa^M^  humour. 

Mr  Ware  ccmcludeB  tbe«e  observations  1^  stating^  that*  ia 
•enaea  of  cioaure  of  the  pupil  after  an  apsftccessfid  openiticm  of 
esUraoUog  the  catwact*  Ke  has  repeatedhr  succeeded  in  matdng#r 
joiew  pupu  acqordiqg  to  Cbeaelden's  mode^  the  fibres  of  the  iri^ 
jriBtracting  after  they  were  divided}  and  leaving:  an^opaning  veiy 
nwlj  of  tbe  na^tiiral  aize  of  tbe  ptipil. 


IV. 

BioifOMtA;  Opinfom  cojiceming  Life  and  FKalthf  introductory 
to  a  Coursif  of  Lectures  on  the  Physiology  of  Sentient  B^ngs^ 
By  A.  P.  Budian^  M.  D.  of  the  Royal  College  of  Pby^iciaqs,. 
Iiondon^    Small  Svo.    pp.  il&.    liondonf  1911* 

^^^Jit^  tiave  been  amuaed  by  t^e  perusal  of  tKfis  Itttfe  vell^wrtttett' 
^^  volume,  whiob  exhibits  f^  neat  di&Uh  of  tbe  general  faMCta 
connected  with  the  exi^ten^e  of  animal  life.  Biit  we  doubi: 
whether  it  be  ealc^lated  to  aeeomplish  obb  of  the  purposes  which 
^le  author  appears^  to  have  in  view^  to  wit,  that  of  seducing  the 
nnprofessiona^'  inquirer  into  the  path  of  phyai^k^ical  sciencet 
and  of  teaching  him,  physically  as  well  as  moFafy^  to  ^na/m  kim^ 
nelf  For,  independently  of  the  difficulty  of  conveying  informa- 
i{on  to  minds^  that  have  '*  not  been,  in  some  measure,  already 
awakened  to  analogous  trains  of  thou^t,''  which  die  author  haa 
acknowledged  in  his  preface,  the  bri^apd  aphoristic  style,  and 
the  abstract  form,  in  which  he  has  chosen  to  inculcate  his  opi- 
nions, appear  to  be  ill  adapted  to  interest  the  npvice,  or  to  faciji- 
tkte  his  comprehension  of  the  arrangement  and  connexioaof  the 
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facts,  from  which  the  laws  of  life  are  deduced.  Nor  are  we  sa« 
fisf^  with  th.e  author's  reason  for  choosing  this  method ;  name- 
ly, his  despair  of  attaining  geopfietrical  accuracy,  which  he  alone 
flieems  worthy  of  the  appellatipn  of  reasa?itng»  For,  although  the 
close  cpnnexlon  and  dependence  of  every  step  in  the  progress  of 
the  science  may  not  be  thus  clear ;  yet  the  general  laws  are 
equally  the  result  of  an  arrangement  of  facts,  according  to  the 
re;il  or  apparent  relations ;  anp  therefore  the  connecting  medium 
should  not  be  broken,  but  maintained  as  far  as  it  is  practicable. 
Perhaps,  however,  this  is  rather  the  task  of  the  lecturer  in  hi^ 
subsequent  course,  than  in  an  introductory  sketch. 

The  operations  of  nature,  the  author  observes,  consist  of  d 
series  of  cHanges,  effected  by  the  ipotions  of  matter,  which  arise 
from  two  sources — ^gravitation  or  mutual  attraction,  and  life  i 
the  ori^'n  of  both  of  whicl>  is  inscrutable  by  man,  whose  spte 
knowledge  is  confined  to  the  observation,  arrangement,  and  com- 
parison of  the  changes  produced.  The  inference  of  the  existence 
of  mindf  as  distinct  from  matter,  and  as  produping  the  com- 
mencement of  those  motions,  which  our  author  ascribes  to  *^  sljx 
instinctive  principle"  in  man,  is  surely  a  deduction  from  obser- 
vation of  th^  necessary  agency  of  his  own  mind,  or  of  some  otbejK* 
self-moving  or  sentient  bein^,  in  giving  rise  to  similar  n^otions  or 
changes  i  u  e,  of  the  necessary  agency  of  a  came  in  every  change^ 
He  ^rms,  with  Tucker,  that  ni.ind  and  matter  appear  to  pe 
equally  durable,  and  alike  incapable  of  increase,  diminution*  cfi 
annihilation ;  a  conclusion  which  is  by  no  means  so  clear,  being 
fin  inference  from  an  inference,  and  not  from  dirept  observation# 

In  his  idea  of /^/i^,  Dr  Buchan  includes  only  animal  or  sentien^ 
iife,  although  mai)y  of  the  phenomena  of  the  vegetable  worlds 
their  generation,  growth,  organization,  secretions  and  excretions, 
and  their  resistance  to  surrounding  agents  of  decomposition,  have 

^'^stly  caused  theqi  to  be  ranked  among  beings  possessed  of  Jjfe. 
[n  the  very  definition,  wKich  the  author  has  quoted  from  Lin- 
naeus, to  prove  that  **  the  presence  of  life  is  indicated  by  sensa- 
tion, "  it  is  said,  "  vegetabilia  crescunt  et  vivunt.  "  The  author 
IS  of  opinion,  it  should  seem,  that  there  is  a  "  principle  of  life 
superadded  to  organized  bodies,  "to  which  it  imparts  activity, 
find  with  which  its  connexion  is  only  temporary :  of  the  exist- 
ence of  which,  however,  independently  of  organized  matter,  we 
conceive  there  is  no  evidence  5  and  its  superaddition  to  vegetaole 
(x>dies  is  an  equally  necessary  supposition,  if  the  phenomena  just 
enumerated  are  to  be  attributed  to  such  a  principle  in  any  case. 
After  speaking  of  the  phenomena  of  annual  life,  which  the 
iiuthor  ascribes  to  the  vital  principle,  viz.  the  functions  of  di-^ 
gestion  and  secretion^  and  the  necessity  of  commuuicatiou  with 
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the  air,  which  constitute  what  are  thence  called  the  wUd  iiinc- 
tibns  ;f— of  sensation,  by  which  animals  are  connected  with  exr^^ 
ternal  nature ; — andf  of  the  appetites  and  instincts,  bjr  which  thejF 
supply  themselves  with  food,  and  multiply  their  species^  bein^ 
liirnished  with  various  organs  of  locomotion,  &c«.  for  the  fulfit 
ment  of  these  purposes,  and  with  organs  of  defence  for  the  pre- 
servation of  their  young ;. — the  author  informs  us,  that  man  is 
possessed  of  a  second  superadded  principle.  ^^  In  addition  to  the 
sentient  prineiple,  by  whieh  the  animal  is  distinguished  from  the 
vegetable,  man  is  moreover  endowed  with  a  rational  aoid,  fnani^ 
fested  by  the  significant  sion  of  articulate  ^eeeh, "  immediatdy 
inspireo  by  the  Deity^  and  '^  manifest  in  Ae  expression  oi  his- 
countenance — the  image  of  God/''  The  £Eu:uities  of >  other  mi^ 
mals  are  all,  it  seems,,  resolvable  into  the  principfe  of  Mkj  and,. 
U)  our  author's  opinion^  differ  in  toto  from  those  of  man. 

^'  The  senses  only  transmit  particular  notices  ;  it  is  the  mind  which 
infers  the:  existence  of  a  whole.  That  which  appears  merely  a  cdour* 
ed  surface  to  an  animal,  to  man  presents  an  intelligible  picture*  '^  p. !!« 

We  shaM  not  enter  into  any  discussion  upon  these  delicate 
joints,  which  in  fact  are  inscrutable  ;  but  we  cannot  repress  our 
approbation  of  this  philosophy.  The  last  observation  is  contra- 
dicted by  the  experience  of  every  day,  as  far  as  any  conclusioit 
can  be  drawn  upon  the  subject :  and  however  we  may  admit  the 
limited  and  unimprovable  nature  of  instinctive  propensities;  yet 
to  deny  the  acquisition  of  knowledge  (which  implies  tfie  faculties 
of  association  and  memory,  as  well  as  of  attention  and  percept 
tion)  to  the  dog,  the  horse,  the  elephant,  &c.  is  in  our  opinion 
impossible.^  To  all  intelligible  appearances  the  dog  has  the  same 
notion  of  the  soFidity  of  the  stick  held  up  to  beat  him,  or  of  the 
toeat  ofiered  him  to  eat,  as  ourselves,  inasmuch  as  he  acts  just 
&s  man  would  act  under  the  same  impressions.  We  know  nol 
where  the  line  is  to  be  drawn. 

"  w«5  «^n  Mu  wvi  tiitovu,  reixx*  %tiptb  juu  rv^Xet  r"  Our  author  a* 
dopts  the  doctrine — "  It  is  the  mind  that  sees  and  hears,"  &c. 
Where,  then„  is  the  distinction  between  the  two  "  principles,  ** 
^hich  our  author  separates  ?  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  "  to  man 
alone  is  given  the  capacity  of  comparing  the  relations  of  matter, 
space,  and  time,  by  means  of  weight,  measure,,  and  number.*'— 
p.  12.  "  Andman^  the  chief  of' animals  ^  iouchesthe  earth  'With  little 
more  than  the  termination  of  his  inferior  extrendti^s, "  p.  15.  Hi* 
superior  faculties  are  abundantly  obvious :  but  the  lower  animals 
**  see  and  hear,  "^  and  possess  faculties  which  are  entirely  distinct 
fi*om  the  Ordinary  suggestions  of  what  has  been  called  iostiact. 

Dr  Biichan  traces,  with  a  rapid  hand,  some  of  the  other  pecu^ 
Ikrities  of  organized  life,r— its  power  of  resistance  to  tlLo  ouLa^ 
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nary  influence  of  chemical  and  mechanical  agency, — and  the  dif- 
ference in  the  ratio  of  animal  action  and  the  intensity  of  the  sti- 
mulus which  excites  it,  when  compared  with  mechanical  motion^ 
and  its  cause.  And  he  observes,  that  the  necessities  of  man« 
Icind  having  led  them  to  the  earlier  cultivation  of  the  mechanical 
sciences,  the  laws  of  plijMsical  causation  were  too  readily  trans- 
ferred to  the  actions  of  livir^  and  reasonable  beings-;  and  thus,' 
much  erroneous  reasoning,  both  respecting  the  health  of  the  bo^ 
dy  and  the  prinmfdes  of  human  ^^onduct,  has  been  produced,  p. 
I'B.  Hence  the  study  df  physiology  has  been  chiefly  confined  te 
))rofe86i<Hial  men,  to  -whom  my  Serious  knowledge  was  therefore 
ascribed  by  tfie  people  in  days  of  ignorance,  and  many  of  whom 
indeed  have  thought  it  their  interest  to  pretend  to  possess  it-:  so 
that  ^^  in  aH  times,  **  as  Lord  Bacon  remarks,  ^*  in  the  opinion 
<S  the  nnildtude,  witches  and  impostors  had  a  competition  with 
physicians ;  and  the  ancient  poets  were  clear-sighted  in  discerning 
TOis  extreme  foUy,  When  they  made  .^culapius  and  Circe  both 
Ae  chiklren  of  Apollo. "  p.  20. 

•*  Wonder,  **  Dr  Buchmn  well  observ^es,  ^^  is  the  offspring  of  ig- 
fiOrance.  W)ieti  a  phenomenon  can  be  explained,  i.  e.  referred  to 
-•onie  general  iaw  of  nature*  with  the  operation  of  which  we  are  al- . 
jready  acquainted,  men  cease  to  wonden  But  as  the  laws  of  iife  have 
iMver  yet  become  the  object  of  general  attention,  mankind  -in  former 
^lajTS  believed  certain  diseases  to  be  the  acts  of  evil  spirits,  as  at  pre* 
aent  they  are  inclined  to  attribute  their  cure  to  4my  mysterious  and 
imintelligible  influence,  rather  than  to  the  sanative  powers  connected 
with  the  vital  principle.  Hence  the  belief  that  so  loag  prevailed  of 
various  complaints  being  removed  by  the  touch  of  cestain  individual^, 
plebeian  as  weU  as  royal ;  the  implicit  faith  in  t^e  tricks  of  animal 
magnetism,  and  the  more  recent  imposture  of  metallic  tractors.  The . 
.igrossness  of  these  and  many  similar  iiiipositions,  proves  that  the  ere* 
idulity  0^  the  multitude  is  by  no  xpeans  in  proportion  to  the  crafl  of 
the  impostor,  bat  in  the  ratio  of  their  own  ignorance.  "     p.  22. 

The  only  efficient  mode  of  eradicating  empiricism,  and  of  ob- 
viating the  extensive  mischiefs  of  medical  imposture,  the  author 
remarks,  is  the  same  which  "has  been  successful  In  emancipating 
other  departments  of  human  knowledge  from  the  trammels  of 
imposition,  and  the  dominion  of  ignorance.  Judicial  astrology, 
and  the  shackles  under  which  theliuman  mind  was  held  by  its 

I)rbfessors  the  soothsayers,  &c.  have  been  annihilated  before  the 
ight  of  astronomy :  natural  philosophy  has  banished  the  terrors 
of  spectres,  and  demons,  and  witches,  which  terrified  our  ances- 
tors ;  and  the  golden  dreams  of  alchemy  have  var'ished  under  the 
improvements  of  modern  chemistry.  And  as  religion  has  become 
the  subject  of  general  investigation,  the  improvement  of  the  hui.- 
Juan  mind  has  .been  great^  nor  has  that  of  morals  been  less  jCon« 
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q)icuou8.  We  therefore  unite  cordiaHy  with  the  author  in  hit 
votive  exclamation^  **  May  the  ^orts,  unparalleled  in  any  age  or 
country^  now  making  to  impart  the  advantages  of  education  to 
the  youth  of  all  classes  of  society,  succeed  in  still  farther  promot- 
ingthese  desirable  objects  !  "    p.  26. 

xhe  author  expresses  his  conviction,  then^  that  were  the  study 
of  the  nature  and  laws  of  the  vital  powers  more  generally  pur- 
sued, the  control  assumed  by  man  over  the  functions  of  the  ani- 
mal economy,  in  a  state  ot  health  and  disease,  would  be  more 
correctly  appreciated ; — •*  pretensions  to  work  miraCuloi^  cures 
by  concealed  and  apparently  inadequate  instruments  would  be 
exploded, — a  just  confidence  in  the  healing  energies  of  nature, 
under  the  guidance  of  science  instructed  oy  experience,  would 
take  place  off  the  present  prevalent  belief  in  the  potency  of  drugs^ 
—and  the  art  of  preserving  health,  and  of  treating  disease,  would 
truly  deserve  to  be  considered  as  a  department  of  liberal  science,  *' 
p.  2^4 — **  The  respectability  of  the  profession  in  general  will  thus 
be  augmented,  and  the  members  of  it  will  be  Induced  to  study, 
their  occupation  with  more  di^gence,  when  they  find  succeealo 
be  connected  with  liberal  conduct,  real  information,  and  sound, 
judgment  -As  the  rewards  and  honours  of  medicine  are  dqw 
distribut€$d,  the  physiciim  may  often,  with  too  mueh  truth,  apfJy 
to  hiifiself  the  words  of  the  preadier :  For  if  it  befal  me  even  as 
it  brfaUeth  ihefooly  Hxihy  ^ould  I  ktbouf  to  be  mtfre  wise  ?  "   p.  28« 

The  author  illdstratie»  these  opinions  ih  the  subsequent  pitrt  of 
the  Tokrme,  as  well  i»  ib  the  notes  at  the  end  of  it,  which  di^ 
pky  a  gMd  deal  of  ei»ridB^  reading  hUA  libefiatiity  of  tninfd ;  but 
which  W  have  liot  room  to  foltew.  •'  / 

Dr  Bachan  differs  tuto  cttloftom  his  <!:elebrftted  fttber  on  the 
subject  of  ♦*  domestic  medldn^  "which  he  beHeves  itiust  ever 
prove  abortive  5  hay  more,  he  seeiifS  klitibst  Hi^os^d  to  depre- 
cate all  active  medicine,  as  we  shall  s^e  presiently  ;  blit  he  justly 
observes,  that  instructions  respecting  the  '*  dpr^estic  mawa^ge- 
ment "  of  the  sick  have  been  the  resmt  of  the  study  of  the  laws, 
of  Ufe  among  physicians,  and  have  much  diminished  the  evils  of 
disease.  .  ;  .    i  »   -4 .  i 

"  In  proportion  as  ratiotial  doctrines  of  medicine  are  difFufed,  will 
the  domeftic  management  of  the  fick  be  improved.  The  ^mifiion  of 
Ifefh  and  cool  air  to  the  chambers,  and  tie  application  of  clean  linen  to 
the  perfons  of  the  fick, — more  ftrift  attention  to  cleanlinefs  and  venti- 
lAtion,-^the  refreftiing  ^ufion  of  cold  water  in  Certain  fpecies  of  fev^r, 
idthotigh  now  familiar  procefles,  are  all  modern  irtiprovtments,  introduced 
with  much  difficulty  by  the  more  enlightened  prai^itioners  of  medicine,  in 
dire£k  contradi6tion  to  prevalent  hibits  and  opihiong.  The  dread  of  in- 
fe^ion,  fo  frequently  a  bar  to  the  duties  prcfcribed  by  charity  and  by  Io*e, 
has  i^o  been  greatly  dimimihed,  in  confeqeertce  of  the  nature  and  limita 
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ti  CMfi%{Q!i  beift^  better  atc^rtd&ed.    Macih,  however,  yet  renuuned 
to  be  done,  especially  in  impfesding  tke  mincls  of  persons  labouring  un* 
tier  chronic  diseases,  with  a  due  sense  of  the  importance  of  submitting 
to  a  proper  regulation  of  regimen,  whidh  is  oflen  a  matter  of  no  less 
'teportance  than  ehren  the  administration  of  medicine,  ^  Sec.  par.  64«« 
'^  By  the  anoients,  medicine  was  cultivated  as  a  branch  of  philosot 
phy,  which  professed  not  only  to  alleviate  present  pain,  but  also  to 
'teach  the  means  of  protracting  the  existence  of  a  sound  mind  in  h 
sound  body.     Galen  asserted,  that  by  appropriate  regimen  he  coul^ 
effect  a  total  change  in  the  physical  temperament  of  the  body,  and  even 
alter  and  improve  the  disposition  of  the  mind;  and  the  celebrated  As* 
*<!lepikdes  solemnly  engaged  to  renounce  all  claim  to  the  title  of  phy« 
eician,  should  he  ever  become  the  victim  of  disease ;  and,  what  i^ 
Aore  extraordinary,  he  lived  to  redeem  his  pledge ; — for,  after  hav- 
"jng  attained  the  age  of  an  hundred  years,  he  died  in  consequence  of 
«  fall.    A  death,  which,  though  accidental,  could  hdrdly  be  termed 
premature.  ^     §  65. 

On  th^  stibject  of  the^teat  and  advant^^fes  of  ^*  prophylactic 

medicine, ''  oar  author's  o^nnioils  s^m  to  have  acquired,  some 

"distortioii,  la  conse^ence  of  long  attention  to  hk  own  peculiar 

fiemiierftment,  which  is  **  readily  disordered  by  ercry  slight  irre* 

.gcriarity,  bnt  possesses  the  power  also  of  qoiekiy  rectifying  itsdf 

.by  due  attention  to  external  cij*cumstances* "    They  are  not,  if 

We  do  not  misapprehend  them,  corroborated  by  obs^vatiofia 

'ibade  upon  the  constitutions  of  men  in  genial.     He  seeins  to  be 

disposed  to  maintain,  as  far  as  we  cdlect  firom  several  passages, 

that  the  active  interiefence  of  art,  at  least  in  the  intermd  admi* 

nistration  of  drugs,  is  not  merely  usdess,  but  dangerous.     Tbu% 

^fter  quoting  the  observation  of  Sydei^am,  that  acute  diseases 

are  mostly  derived  from  God,  and  chronic  diseases  from  our« 

selves,  and  observing  that  active  remedies  are  required  for  re»* 

moving  the  former,  he  adds— 

''  But  when  it  Is  considered,  that  all  drugs,  improperly  administer- 
«ed,  prove  poisond,  (though,  unfortunately  for  the  good  of  mankind, 
•the  converse  of  the  proposition  is  not  equally  true,  for  all  poisons 
are  not  remedies),  and  that  the  preparation  of  these  instruments  of 
utire  can  hardly  be  depended  on  fVom  the  hands  to  which  that  pro* 
^ess  must  necessarily  be  committed  ;  a  conscientious  roan  need  not 
be  ashamed  of  acknowled^ng  some  feelings  of  compunction,  under 
ihe  serious  responsibility  of  tampervngwiih  human  life,  by  means,  with 
^e  nature  of  which  he  as  so  imperfectly  aoquainted. ''  par.  72. 

It  can  scarcely  be  matter  of  surprise,  that  Dr  Buchaii  should 
deprecate  the  use  of  medicine  in  the  hands  of  the  uninformed^ 
^hen,  even  under  the  direction  of  the  best  physician,  he  deems 
the  administration  of  ittedicine  to  be  nothing  better  than  *'  tarn*- 
^cring  with  human  life."  This,  however,  is  not  the  onlv  piece 
^f  9^tire  against  his  art,  which  he  has  written:  but  the  fcJlowing 
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|Nuitage  lias  so  Uule  of  tbe  seoiblfaioe  (^  the  usual  good  aeose^ 
this  volume,  that  we  can  scarcely  suppose  it  to  have  been  penned 
in  a  serious  mood.  After  statiDg,  that  the  great  modem  improve* 
ments  in  practical  surgery  are  rounded  upon  the  general  convje- 
tion,  that  external  injuries  are  only  to  be  healed  by  removing  aU 
pbstacles  to  the  sanative  process  of  the  vital  powers  of  the  consti- 
tution, he  remarks,  that  the  same  opinion  does  not  prevail,  re* 
j^peCtiog  the  means  of  curing  the  diseases  which  come  under  dm 
management  of  the  physician, 

*^  This  diversity  of  opiDion> ''  he  observes,  ^'  r^pecting  die  treat* 
ment  of  external  and  internal  diseasesi  may,  in  part,  depend  on  the 
injurious  consequences  produced  by  medicines  received  into  the  ste* 
mach  not  being  quite  so  obvious  as  the  mischiefs  attendant  on  the 
improper  use  of  topical  remedies ;  and  partly  oa  that  unfounded  con« 
fidence  of  the  sick  in  the  efficacy  of  drugs,  arising  from  the  interested 
misrepresentations  of  those  who  profit  by  tbe  administration  of  thenu 
The  conceit  that  the  works  of  nature  cannot  go  on  without  the  inter- 
ference of  man;  borders  almost  on  impiety.  Is  it  credible,  for  ex- 
ample, that  a  human  infant  should  be  so  imperfectly  organized,  that 
h  cannot  pass  over  the  years  of  childhood,  naturally  the  most  healthy 
period  of  Hfe,  except  the  biliary  system  be  ever  and  anon  expurgated 
by  calomel  ?  or  that  the  early  and  habitual  use  of  this  mineral  poison 
can  be  unattended  with  injurious  consequences?  Perhaps  the  time 
may  cooiej  when  the  most  judicious  plan  of  curing  internal  as 
;well  as  external  complaints,  will  be  acknowledged  to  con»st  in  re* 
|rnoving  all  impediments  to  the  natural  exertions  made  by  the  vital  e* 
Qcrgy  to  restore  health*     Natura  jpurendo  vincHur, "     par.  71. 

Suph  hypothetical  notions  might  arise  in  a  mind,  which  had 
merely  speculated  on  **  the  philosophy  of  life,*'  the  inquirer  hav- 
ing forgotten  that  the  phenomena  of  diseases,  and  the  influence 
of  external  agents,  should  also  be  fully  examined,  before  that 
philosophy  could  be  perfect.  But  that  a  physician,  accustomed 
to  the  contemplation  of  diseases,  as  well  as  to  physiological  re- 
searches, should  adopt  such  views  of  the  subject,  is  somewhat 
inexplicable.  The  assertion^  in  the  first  place,  that  the  period 
of  childhood  is  natpraJly  the  most  healthy,  is  surely  made  in  di- 
rect contr^ictipn  to  the  observation  of  all  physicians  and  his- 
torians, and  to  every  record  of  human  mortality  that  is  extant. 
The  facility  with  which  the  infantile  frame  is  disordered  by  the 
slightest  causes,  is  more  than  a  counterbalance  to  the  greater 
number  of  the  causes  which  bring  on  disease  in  the  adult:  hence 
the  severe  fevers  arising  from  dentition,  tbe  perpetual  derange* 
ments  of  the  alimentary  canal  from  slight  changes  of  diet,  &c.s. 
insomuch  that  one  third  of  the  human  species  is  cut  off  beford 
the  end  of  the  second  year.  And  is  not  the  inference,  that  a 
substance  which,  tmder  certain  conditions,  is  poisonous,  must 
therefore  under  atl  condition^  be  *^  attended  with  injurious  conser 


ijoenees,  "^  a  mere  gratuitous  suppodtian^  which  h  coritraciicted 
ij  the  ^Beral  eiq^eribnce  of  mankind  ?  After  haying  witnessed, 
in  hundreds  of  instances,  the  rapidity  with  which  health  is  re- 
stored to  children,  in  many  of  their  diseases  in  which  the  excre- 
tions of  the  bowels  are  deranged,  by  these  purgatiye  minerals, 
would  it  be  philosophical  to  let  our  suppositions  oyerrule  the'clear 
results  of  obseryation  ?  .  Our  author  has  strongly  recommended, 
in  a  passage  adopted  from  Professor  Robison,  the  study  of  Jinal 
causes  i|i  all  our  invesUgations  of  nature.  Upon  his  own  princi- 
ple^ then,  he  must  admit  the  probability,  that  these  actiye  agents 
on  the  liying  frame  (of  the  remedial  effects  of  which  we  baye 
fully  as  mucn  evidence  as  of  their  poisonous  qualities,  according 
to  the  mode  of  administering  them)  were  not  produced  by  na- 
ture for  their  deleterious  properties  only.    . 

But  is  not  the  concluding  observation  of  the  paragraph  just 
^oted,  a  mere  tissue  of  plausible  terms,  possessed  of  no  actual 
meaning  ?  In  a  multitude  of  the  maladies,  which  we  are  called 
upon  to  alleviate,,  what  is  the  nature  and  tendency  of  those 
*^  natural  exertions"  of  the  vital  energy,  to  which  our  author 
supposes  that  we  have  only  to  remove  Impediments  ?  And  how  is 
this  to  be  effected  in  many  cases,  without  the  ^^  almost  impious 
interference"  of  art,  which  administers  vegetable  and  minend 
poisons^  Are  those  ^^  exertions^"  which  constitute  what  we  caM 
disease,  really  salutary— always  salutary  i  Or  are  they  not  often 
obviously  and  certainly  of  fatal  tendency,  if  not  interrupt^  by 
some  of  the  ^  poisons^"  by  which  we  can  often  control  them  ?  In 
a  fit  of  colic,  for  instance,  can  the  most  determined  advocate  of 
nature's  unimpeded  exertions  suppose,  that  the  violent  spasmodic 
contraction  of  the  gut  is  one.  of  those  salutary  actions,  and  ought 
pot  to  be  interrupted  by  opium  and  calomel,  or  other  antispas- 
modic and  purgative  drugs  ?  Or  what  are,  in  that  case,  the. 
*'  impediments  to  the  natural  exertions  made  by  the  vital  energy,** 
which  it  is  the  duty  of  the  physician  to  remove?  '  What  are 
these  ^^  exertions,"  and  what  these  ^*  impediments,"  in  all  acij^ 
inflammations,  in  hydrocephalus,  in  the  exanthematons  fevens,  in 
syphilis,  in  dropsy  r  In  truth,  these  terms,  which  are  borrowed 
by  a  loose  and  false  analogy  from  the  vocabulary  of  the  mechanist^ 
sure  inapplicable  to  the  science  of  pathology.  It  cannot,  indeed, 
be  for  a  moment  disputed,  that  ewry  operation  upon  the  animal 
economy  must  take  place  through  the  medium  of  the  vital  power: 
Medicamenta  non  agunt  in  cadaver.  But  the  proposition  is,  in 
our  view  of  the  subject,  not  less  clear,  that  many  of  the  ^^  exer* 
Ijbns"  of  the  vital  power  are  dangerous  from  their  violence,  or 
from  their  tendency  to  produce  morbid  changes  c^  structure,  or 
^diaustion  of  function^  and  that,  consequendy,  **  the  most  ju* 
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Sikiom  f^hm  of  cmr&ig''  tbem  will  oonsicil  in  irtUimxftiiig  6r  ftf^ 
ynressing  their  yiokxieef  by  raeana  of  lliofte  pinfii^  iN{g«iit»9  by 
wbidi  alone  we  can  controal  die  actions  of  the  living  pow^,  i.  ^» 
among  other  means,  by  mrneral  and  V^;etable  mmcine^i  bo#>^ 
c^er  poisonous  they  may  be  when  improperiv  or  ignorant)y  ^Hh 
ployed.  The  rooet  innocent  of  mir  food  mignt  be  o^jeot^  ti&  ctt 
this  principle;  for  by  excess  in  qaantiCy  it  is  ddeterions,  and  mof 
become  even  destructive  of  Hfe. 

If  there  is  any  meaning  in  the  doctrines  noon  which  we  havid 
just  aDimHdverted,  they  seem  to  be  a  spice  of  that  (Sort  of  phiki^ 
iophy,  which  was  in  yogvte  in  moral  and  politietd  fbatterd  8<nM 
years  afgo,  and  was  founded  upon  the  oonsideriftion,  lidt-of  maii 
jM  he  IS,  but  of  a  certain  per^^biUty  of  his  nature,  whidi  tM 

£bila<^phers  anticipated  with  gi^t  oonftdoice.  tt  se^ms  prc^Mt^ 
le,  that  our'SiQthor's  views  of  the  simplicity  of  medical  practice, 
^when  the  whole  shall  be  oomprised  in  ^^  propfaylao^  mei^ 
eine  ")9  ^iU  be  realized  at  that  ei^  of  the  worlds  when  manlcintf 
shall  obtain  a  perfect  control  over  their  appetites  and  d^r^-^ 
nrhen  the  goiden  ruki  of  moderation  in  all  tbhi^  shall  never  b^ 
infringed, — and  fbily^hall  have  no  iififiQenoeoverhitmaBaodc^Mu 
We  do  not  believe  that  the  author  has  anv  contempkcton  of 
iluch  Satursian  times  t  bat  m  siiek  times  &my  can  Idd  iriewtf  <tf 
shedioA  pactice,  as  fftr  as  we  comprehend  th^ni,  be  realia6d« 
For,  as  be  judtly  obtorve^  ^<  ^e  preservadon  of  hedlh  ia  raAei^ 
^  virtue  than  an  or^  .*  ^'  therdfor^,  it  is  obviottsly  tlte  perfeedon  of 
virtue  which  be  contefnpfaites  in  this  improvement  bf  Medicine, 
^nt  if  that  era  should  ever  arrive^  we  felur  there  will  be  liiti^ 
Occasion  for  pl*ofessot4  of  physic. 


**  The  first  physicians  by  debauch  were  made; 
.**  Excess  began,  and  shll  sustains  ^e  trade.  *' 


And,  thei^efore,  in  proportion  as  minkiod  avoided  the  causes  of 
disease)  and  learned  to  banish  einpiries^  and  to  put  a  true  esti^ 
nale  upon  the  medical  obluwcter,  in  llie  same  proporticm  would 
the  necessity  for  phydjcians  dimiBish,  and  medicine  would  return 
lo  lis  pristine  state^  (as  m  braa^  of  philosophy  or  general  learn  < 
ing),  from  wbieh  Hi(ipoerate8  has  the  cr^t  of  having  separated 
It,  and  thus  of  having  cleared  it  of  many  false  doctrines  with 
Which  it  had  been  obswred  by  the  specidatio&s  of  the  i^iloso^ 
,^See  Cdstts^  lib.  1.  Pt*e£ 
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A  Disieriathm  on  the  Bite  of  a  RMd  Animal ;  being  iJie  substance 
qf  an  Eisay  which  ireceived  a  Prite  from  the  Bjogul  College  (f 
Surgeons  in  Londdn^  in  the  year  1811.     By  James  GiLtMAN, 
F.  L.  S.  Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Lon- 
don.   8vOf  pp.  181.  Callow. 

THOSE  who  consider  the  very  impef  Feet  state  of  our  kno wled^eg 
with  regard  to  the  nattire  and  efficient  treatment  of  the  de» 
plorable  disease  which  results  from  the  bite  of  a  rabid  animal^ 
^otwith8taBding  the  asndulty  with  which  every  case  has  lately 
be^n  watched  and  recorded  by  medical  men^  will  perhaps  not 
^pect  to  derive  much  important  information  from  one  of  those 
ephemeral  productions,  commonly  drawn  up  in  reply  to  the 
priz^  fufsiit^  of  leMmed  bodie^.  The  honorary  rewards,  offered' 
Upon  thos^  otcasions,  are  principally  calculated  to  excite  the 
ambition  of  students,  who  h^ve  little  practical  information  to, 
oommunicate;  and  these  laurelled  e^Mays,  therefore,  are  common-^ 
1y  distinguished  ratheir  by  neatness  of  arrangement,  and  deduc^. 
tions  frotn  the  labours  of  others,  than  by  any  actual  augmenta- 
tion of  the  sum  of  knowledge  upon  Uie  proposed  subject  of  in- 
quiry^  The  best  tendency,  pernaps,  of  the  institution  of  such 
rewards,  is  the  direction,  which  they  sometimes  give,  to  the  pur-, 
suits  and  investigations  of  individuals,  who  thenceforth  adopt 
the  subject  of  their  early  essay  as  the  favourite  object  of  their 
Aiture  oibservaHon  and  experiment,  and  thus  ulumately  accumu- 
late a  mass  of  vahiriile  infcn'Oiaticm. 

Tliis  will,  perhaps,  be  the  principal  advantage  of  the,  prize, 
offered  by  the  College  of  Surgeons  in  the  present  instance*  But, 
although  Mr  GtHmlm'S  ei^y  Canndt  be  said  to  have  thrown  any 
neir  l^t  uf>en  the  obseui'e  subject  which  he  has  attempted  to 
Siicidate,  yet  it  is  creditable  to  his  information  in  respect  to  tli^ 
known  facts,  and  contains  some  additional  observations  from  his^ 
personal  investigation,  respecting  the  morbid  anatomy  of  rabieii 
in  brutes,  ^hich  are  worthy  of  Being  recorded. 

He  divides  his  essay  into  three  sections,  which  treat  of  the* 
characteristics  of  rabies  in  dogs, — of  the  treatment  of  the  bite 
of  a  rabid  animal, — and  of  the  consequences  of  such  a  bite,  re-' 
apectively. 
•  i  In  describing  the  symptoms  of  rabies  in  the  dog,  he  seems  to 
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have  had  before  him  an  ample  account  of  the  phenomena  of  the 
disease,  as  it  appears  in  that  animal,  which  is  given  at  length  in 
Dr  Rees's  CyclopaBcHa,  under  the  article  Doo,  It  must  be  ob- 
served, on  a  perusal  of  these  histories,  that  there  is  no  jmthogno^ 
monic  symptom  of  rabies  in  the  canine  species;  but  that,  like 
oriier  rebrile  di>^ea8es,  it  occurs  with  a  considerable  variety  of 
qrmptOTtis  in  different  cases.  In  some  of  the  instances  quoted 
by  Mr  Grilman,  the  real  nature  of  the  disease  was  questioned, 
and  doubtless  very  questionable;  and  was  only  presumed  to  have 
been  rabies  from  the  appearances  which  presented  themselves  on 
dissection.  In  fact,  the  disease  in  the  dog  appears  to  be,  in  some 
cases,  a  sort  of  typhoid  fever,  with  black  and  parched  tongue, 
thirst,  and  some  d^ree  of  delirium:  in  others,  the  tongue  is 
natural,  and  the  saliva  abundant.  Iti  all  cases,  the  animal  ap- 
pears to  lap  water  readily,  thou^  in  some  he  does  not  swallow 
it :  and  there  seems  to  be  also  consideraUe  variety  in  the  dis- 
position to  bite^  the  animal  being  •aometifnes,  though  rarely, 
violent,  as  tlie  term  mad  would  imply ;  but  often  shy,  and  omy 
l^eevislu 

The  dksfctions  have  exhibited  appearances  not  less  various; 
In  one  ca^e,  fbrnisbed  by  Mr  Carlisle,  who  examined  the  rabid 
dog  after  death, "  no  peculiarity  of  stomach,  <]BSophagus,  or  intes- 
tines" was  discovered,  (p.  21.);  while  in  others,  quoted  from 
the  publication  of  Dr  Beddoes,  on  fever,  from  Dr  Clarke's  case 
related  in  this  Journal,  and  from  other  authorities,  marks  of  in- 
flammation in  various  degrees  have  been  observed  in  the  fauces 
and  salivary  glands,  or  in  the  cesophagus,  stomadi,  or  intestines, 
and  sometimes  ih  die  brain  and  lungs.  This  inflammation,  again, 
has  sometimes  appeared  in  patches,  and  sometimes  it  is  more 
generally  diffused  9  sometimes  it  has  b^en  observed  in  the  into*- 
nal,  and  sometimes  h\  the  externa}  coat  of  the  ^stomach  ;  and 
6ometimes  every  viscus  of  the  abdomen  and  ^rax  have  su£fered 
from  inflammation,  while  the  head  remained  entirely  free  from 
aaiy  morbid  change. 

In  a  case,  which  occurred  under  Mr  OIHman's  observation, 
subsequent  to  the  presentation  of  his  essay  to  the  College,  the 
following  appearances  presented  themselves  on  the  dissection  of 
t^e  dog. 

**  The  pia  mater  was  slightly  inflamed ;  the  under  surface  of  the 
^iglottis  ^as  also  inflamed ;  the  trachea  and  cesophagus  exhibited 
i^o  morbid  appearances;  the  stomach  contained  a  chocolate-coloured 
gelatinous-like  fluid  ;  the  villous  coat  was  very  generally  inflamed; 
and  several  of  the  rugse  were  livid,  and  of  a  chocolate  colour.  There 
were  a  great  number  of  mortified  spots,  some  having  the  appearance 
of  flattened  black  currants  |  some  more  raised^  like  pastuks ;  and  in 


« 
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tome  parte  the  i^llous  coat  was  ulcerated  and  destroyed.  No  other 
parts  exhibited  any  morbid  appearance. "    p.  31. 

The  author  has  f^ven  a  figure  of  this  stomach,  in  a  sort  of 
aqua  tinta,  which  conveys  but  an  indifi^ent  notion  of  the  dis- 
ease. He  adds,  that  Mr  Brookes,  in  Blenheim  Street,  has  • 
•tomach,  taken  from  an  animal  which  died  rabid,  exhibiting  si- 
milar appearances.  Mr  Giiiman  inoculated  two  r^ bbHs  with  the 
fluid  of  these  <*  apparent  pustules ; "  but  no  change  in  their 
iieahh  ensued.  *  . 

•  The  dog,  just  aBuded  to,  bit  an  old  sow,  and  two  young  pigs* 
in  its  rabid  state ;  all  the  three  died  rabid,  and  were  dissected 
by  the  author.  Both  the  symptoms  of  the  disease  in  the  swine, 
and  the  morbid  changes  obseryed  after  death,  are  worthy  of  no- 
tice, as  they  are  the  prinetpal  norelties  contributed  by  the  au« 
thor. 

"  One  of  the  young  pigs,  already  referred  to,  which  had  been 
bitten  least,  and  that  only  about  the  ears,  on  the  morning  of  the  tenth 
day  af^er  the  bite,  refused  his  food.  When  offered  to  him  as  usual; 
by  placing  it  in  his  trough,  afler  smelling  at  it  he  ran  back,  pointed 
his  note  in  the  air,  and  was  much  agitated :  in  the  evening  he  had  a 
convulsive  motion  and  twitching  of  his  limbs.  The  eleventh  day  (the 
second  of  the  attack  )  he  became  extremely  violent.  When  I  saw  him^ 
there  was  a  considerable  quantity  of  frothy  saliva  about  his  mouths 
he  started,  and  threw  himself  about  in  a  most  extraordinary  manner; 
sometimes  he  sprang  at  least  three  feet  from  the  ground;  then  beat 
himself  forcibly  against  the  wall ;  and  sometimes  ran  round  on  hk 
hind-legs,  as  dogs  do  when  playing  with  their  tails.  This  I>e  continu- 
ed, till  exhausted,  he  would  fall  down  and  pant ;  but  soon  again  be- 
came} convulsed,  and  leaped  from  the  ground  as  before,  falling  with 
considerable  violence  on  his  back  or  sides.  About  noon,  the  person 
who  fed  him  gave  him  a  slight  blow  on  the  head,  and  killed  him.  On 
dissection,  the  only  parts  inflamed  were,  the  nnder  smface  of  the  epl* 
glottis,  and  the  villous  coat  of  the  anterior  surface  of  the  stomach, 
to  the  extent  of  the  palm  of  the  hand.  The  head  had  suffered  such 
injury  from  the  vrolence  of  the  convulsions,  that  no  dissection  could 
be  made ;  the  skull  and  k)wer  jaws  were  fractured :  tongue  in  its  na* 
tural  state. "    p.  33-. 

The  other  young  pig,  which  was  seized  on  the  fourteenth  day 
from  the  bite,  had  been  severely  torn  and  wounded  by  the  teeth 
of  the  dog.  His  disease  commenced  with  rigors  f  he  stood 
shivering  beside  his  trough;  appeared  much  debilitated;  and  re- 
fused food.  Oh  the  second  day  of  the  disease,  his  posterior  extre- 
mities were  paralytic ;  he  lay  on  his  side,  frothing  at  the  mouth. 


^  Mr  Gillman  also  inoculated  two  rabbits  with  the  saliva  of  one  of 
ihe  rabid  pigs,^  without  producing  any  disease  whatever,    p.  38. 
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ted^fiinfffthe  8tniw  about  wi^  bis  fbre-fcet  and  tee!l*.  Tte 
eyelids  were  separated,  so  tfaat  he  seemed  to  stare,  and  ^e  eyes 
'wer<»  ioBmUfiei.  *^  On  tbe  tkird  dajr,  it  lny  the  whole  timo  on 
iisfiiderawlt  except  oocasbnally sligbl tsrilriwiiff  »  dmleg^i  ^ 
iremaiQed  perfectly  still,  aad  unaUe  to  rise,  harvijag  l^st  aO  povg^ 
m  ita  eiUr^fluties :  it  squealed  when  touched,  as  if  the  ^Aa  wey» 
M^iteUian  usually  8(»isible,  aad  parliculariy  when  the99K>ther,w»iil 
W9X  kf  Of  touched  iU  Toirards  dbu?  eTenii^^  the  ln*e8th^  bfir 
came  so  feeble  as  scarcely  to  be  discerned,  and 'the  eo0!)uoetiyf 
jne»braii9  s^  torgui  as  to  protrude  b^ond  tfae  palpebw*  **  U 
died  at  a  laie  hour  the  same  night* 

,  On  dissec^on^  the  brain  exkmted  a  ciHisid^mble  b^morf^ttg^ 
fr0tn  the  rupture  of  the  veins  of  the  pia  nt^ter,  neur  the  mperwr 
koigitftdifial  sinus,  and  the  pia  mater  itself  was  found  much  hit 
flamed:  the  tongue  and  oesophagus  natural;  the  under  surfs^fieof 
the  epiglottis,  the  inner  membrane  of  the  tr^h.e$i  po^teriorlv^  ^d 
the  vUious  coat  of  the  stopiach  near  the  cardia  ani^nprly,  sightly 
ini^Amed,  one  or  two  of  it^  rugae  being  livid. 

The  old  sow  heg^xi  to  pick  up  straws  v^  dirt  tifoeniy-'Sfveti 
days  afier  the  bite,  aqd  on  the  ^8tb  refused  jEppdf  h^t  wa3  wiet 
find  harmless,  constantly  rubbing  the  bkten-  puri^,  as  the  otlieri 
had  also  done.  In  the  evening,  she  eat  soiDe  gooseberries,  bjiu 
swallowed  them  widi  difficully .  On  the  nexl  day,  she  iq^^eand 
duH,  but  came  imt  of  her  sty:  some  mift  wasofered  her,  when 
she  made  several  attempts  to  drink,  but  could  no|:  diere  was  a 
peculiar  convulsive  motion  of  the  head,  and  twitehteg  of  the  un- 
der jaw,  but  no  dread  of  fluids.  In  the  evemng,^  the  convulsive 
mptions  of  the  be^d  were  much  increased,  and  recurred  every 
quarter  of  an  faour^  she  then  *^  squealed  out,  and  becione  alarm* 
ed  when  anyone  approached  her. "  On  ih^ fourth  morning,  these 
symptoms  became  still  more  frequent  and  violent.  She  often 
jumped  up  suddenly  upon  her  hind  legs,  and  threw  herself  upon 
|ier  back  with  ^eat  force*  She  seems^  indeed,  to  have  exhibited 
much  of  that  extreme  irritability  which  characterizes  the  dis* 
^;ase  in  the  human  subject:  for  **  she  w^  affected  by  the  least 
noise:" — Mr  Oilman  says,  ••  when  I  stamped  my  foot  firmly  on 
the  ground,  she  was  thrown  by  the  noise  into  the  most  Violent 
convulsive  state,  and  squealed  horribly.  To  such  a  high  d^ree. 
In  short,  did  the  morbid  excitability  of  the  nervous  system  ar- 
rive,  tliat  the  poor  animal  was  affected  by  the  least  touch,  which 
seemed  to  be  torture.  In  the  evening  the  symptoms  were  still 
more  aggravated :  she  beat  herself  against  the  walls,  And  spranff 
up  against  the  roof  of  the  sty. "  These  agitations  continued  tilt 
two  in  the  morning,  when  she  died. 

The  following  were  the  appearances  which  presented  them* 


M^ti^  ta  ^  dtiEeeotors :  vi^.  .slj^bi  mi^ks  of  mflammataon  about 
the  epigbttis  mid  tbie  pylorju^,  witb  some  livid  marks  in^the  vilf 
iom  W9t  of  the  itomftch*  The  jitate  of  the  brain  is  not  mendon- 
iHi  It  wotfid  se^m  xib^ious,  bow^ei^er,  that  both  the  paralysis  oT 
i^e^seeood  pig»  and  the  violent  convulsive  jactiti^icm^  pf  the  other 
^o»  ace  {nriAeipAlly  referable  t^  the  miorbid  coiadkion.  of  the 
4t»niin.  But  upon  thei^  appearasicesy  or  the  cQntiexk>n  of  the 
i^rmptoma  with  them,  the  author  makes  no  obser mtioHr 
.  He  now  entiers  upon  the  investigauon  of  the  erigin  of  rabies  m 
Aofs^  f  jody  afler  showing  tbftt  it  probably  is  produced  icdepeod*^  - 
0my  of  particular  climates,  of  puti  id  ahment,  of  die^ieocjr  xif 
jrater^  of  waiit  oS  perspiration,  or  of  the  won»  under  i;fae  toDgue, 
to  whkfa  it  haa  been  at  different  times  ascribed,  he  expnessea  faia 
Jbeiief  that  it  ^igii^ates  aomewhat  like  typhus  in  the  human  sub»» 
jtefc^  and  is  not  alivajrs  produced  by  in<%»ildtioD  by  means  of  m 
iiite  r  that  ia,  he  thinks  it  is  occasionally  brought, oa  hy  the^oiv 
^nement  of  dogs,  without  exercbe,  in  close  and  filtihy  kenn<^^ 
and  that  the  success  of  Mr  Trevalyan,  as  >r(jaied;by  Br  jBantsley^ 
Ai.de^ii^  his  kaood  of  the  disease  by  chaoging  enen  the  pave^ 
jnent,  jafter  other  means  of  purificakioa  had  failed,  a£R^ds  pr&- 
jooiptive  evidence  in  faviotir,  of  IJiat  opinion  f  and,  oon6equenli)f^ 
•Ihe  method  ^  w^rexy^Be  adc^ted  by  Mr  MeyneU,  and  raooni^ 
flQeoded  by  Dr  Bacddey,  oa  the  supposition  drat  the  cMaeaaexafi- 
fjinales  ^cchisiindy  from  eontagion,  will  not  be  a  su^ient  pse^ 
jventivtt  alone.  J^ta&ewaU^  lie  diows,  from  some  &cts.statedt 
hj  ifae  revaeend  sportsman^  Mr  Danid,  tba^  the  poiison  ties  dor*- 
mantin docs,  ia s<»ne instances,  foor, fi«e, and ^ianiontfas ;  aiul^ 
#DiMiequenny,  that  the  period  of , two  months  i^not  sidSdent  fior 
quarantine,  bc^ffxre  a  new  dog  is  introduced  into  a  pack. 

Tlhe  author  eoocludes  this  section  widh  recapitulating  the  ia«> 
ifinencas,  dedueed  in  the  ooai«eof  it,  which  are  aufl$ciantl}c  inde* 
^cittire*  The  principal  condutions^  for  instaace,  kre^ 
'.  ^  Hiat  appearances  of  inflamraaiioiH  particukriy  of  die  sta>* 
,Aiach,  are  not  aheays  found  afb^r  death ;  and  that  the  bodies  cS 
4he9e  animals  oacasicmallv  exhibit  na  mark\of  disease  whatever. 
,  ^  That,  although  aU  ibe  preceding  ympiams  viayhe  a^eniy  aa 
-Aenceness,  loss  of  appetite^  and  dread  of  water,  and  there  sknihi 
be  no  marks  of  disease  after  deaths  &c.  the  dog  is  eapable  ^f  con^ 
municathig  this  disease  to  varioua  animals^  psrticularJy  to  the 
-human  species.  ^^    p.  Sd» 

In  fact,  the.  most  comprehmsive  view  of  the  records  of  medi- 

eine  <m  this  subject,  lead  to  npthing  more  ^satisfactory ;  for,  at- 

'though  some  morl^d  change  of  structure  has  commonly  been 

discovered  by  dissection  of  rabid  animals  $  yet  the  or^^iis  which 

j^seae  found  diaeased  ia  one^  were  altogiL'ther  souod  in  aaother. 
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and  none  of  the  morbid  conditions  ^ere  adequate  to  explain  aH 
the  phenomena  of  this  sinc^ular  and  formidable  malady. 

In  his  second  section,  Mr  Gillman  reviews  the  opinions  thai 
have  been  urged  in  favour  of  three  modes  of  local  treatment  of 
the  wound,  viz.  the  use  of  caustics^  of  ablution^  and  of  excision  of 
the  bitten  parts ;  deeming  the  reputed  preventive  medicines  total- 
ly inefficacious.  His  chief  objection  to  the  caustic  arises  from  8 
notion,  that  the  poison*  is  not  decomposed  by  such  a  chemical 
agent,  but  that  a  mere  mixture  takes  place  of  the  caustic  sub- 
stance, the  decomposed  animal  fibre,  and  of  the  poison.  ^'  A 
new  compound  is  formed,  a  saponaceous  mass,  or  eschar,  which 
is  generally  suffered  to  remain  until  it  sloughs  away. "  p.  9^ 
"Whence,  he  thinks,  that  actual  mischief  is  periiaps  produced 
both  by  the  retention  of  the  virus,  and  by  the  more  extensive  ex- 
posure of  it  to  the  action  of  the  absorbents.  And  he  quotes  seve-^ 
ral  cases,  in  which  rabies  occurred,  after  the  most  assiduous 
employment  of  caustics.  He,  therefore,  recommends  the  speedy 
and  complete  excision  of  the  part,  after  careftil  ablution,  both  of 
the  wound  and  of  the  external  surface.  The  recommendation  of 
the  latter  caution,  as  well  as  of  changing  the  knife,  as  often  as  it 
appears  to  enter  into  the  wound  made  by  the  tooth,  lest  the 
sound  parts  may  be  inoculated  by  the  very  operation,  appears  io 
be  judicious*  When  the  nature  and  situation  of  the  wounded 
parts  render  excision  dangerous  or  impracticable,  he  advises  us 
to  have  recourse  to  ablution  only,  as  the  next  preferable  preven- 
tive ;  for  which  purpose  he  recommends  a  weak  solution  of  am- 
jncMiia,  consisting  oi  one-fifth  part  of  the  latter  to  four  of  water  $ 
but  whether  he  employed  the  pure  or  the  carbonated  ammoniat 
he  has  omitted  to  state.  The  most  assiduous  application  of  the 
Jotion,  aided  by  the  use  of  a  syringe,  and  followed  by  that  of 
warm  water,  he  thinks  may  sircoessfully  remove  every  particle  of 
the  virus,  and  secure  the  patient  from  future  rabies.  He  accords 
with  the  opinion,  now  generally  adopted,  that  this  securitv  may 
probably  be  obtained,  by  resorting  to  excision,  even  at  a  aistant 
period  from  the  bite,  and  when  the  wound  has  been  long  hea^ 
ed;  since  the  poison  appears  to  lodge  in  the  part,  and  is^nly 
taken  into  the  constitutionf  at  the  time  wfaen  the  qnoptoins  of  rar 
bles  commence. 

The  author  quotes  some  experiments  made  by  Dr  Zinke,-  of 
Jenai ;  but  from  what  publication,  in  this,  as  in  nmny  other  in- 
stances of  his  questions,  he  omits  to  state.  Dr  Zinke  inoculat- 
ed three  dogs,  a  cat,  two  rabbits,  and  a  coqk,  with  the  salvia  of 
a  dbg,  whidi  had  died  rabid,  mixkig  the  virus,  in  diffa^ent  in- 
stances, with  volatile  alkali,  a  strong  solulion  of  ars^iic,  photphav- 
ated  water  1^  and  tirxture  of  oantharides^  and  aftarwardar  Staking 


^  ifirM«d^  wth  dta»  i^hm  aiilMltiiocB.  On^  deg,  cm  th^  Uni^ 
dny  after  mocalftfibn,  one  tabbit  op  the  eleventh  dey,  the  cat  on 
tiie  ninths  snd  the  cock  jon  the  fouri0auh  day,  were  seized  with 
rabies,  which  proved  fatal :  the  rest'  had  no  cnseasei  From  tbepe 
experimeittft  we  aocpnre'  |io  informatioa^  except  (perhaps  an  ar« 
foment  in  reftitarioo  of  the  opinioMy  maintaiiied  by  some  physi^ 
ciahBy  tba^  the  ri^>ies  originates,  liktietanos,  not  from  the  instil^ 
lation  of  a  poW>n,  bnt  from  the  irritation  t£  the  bite  \  but  aa  tbetA 
ie  a  wound  inflietcMl  in  the  process  of  the  inocahtion,  although 
imdl  a  woond  has  never  proauced  rabies^  wheti  made  with  a  cleanu 
ihstrutnent,  even  these  ousts  wiH  prcbdbly  not  convince  those  in« 
veterate  sceptics. 

In  the  third  section,  whidi  relates  to  *'  the  consecjUetiCcSy  &cu' 
of  the  bite  of  a  rabid  animal, ''  i.  e.  to  the  disease  usually  called 
hydrophobia)  as  it  appears  in  the  human  subject,  there  is  no^ 
thing  particularly  wortoy  of  notice,  or  aovel,  except  a  hbtory  ot 
Che  symptoms  in  a  caae  which  the  author  had  an  opportunity  of 
seeing.  In  stating  the  literary  history  of  the  cBseaset  in  a  brief 
fknd  hastv  mannery  (in  which  he  appears  to  have  had  abother  ar-^ 
tide  in  Uie  afore-mentioned  (^dopaadia  in  his  eye),  ha  commita 
4  mistake  ut  aayingthd:  Aristotle  haa  remarked,  that  peraons  bit- 
ten by  rabid  atiimals,  die  of  rabies  %  for  Aristotle  excepts  mait 
alone,  of  all  aniaaals,  froia  the  fktal  ki£M:tkui.  * 

In  many  passages  the  author  betrajw  an  iibperfect  acquaint* 
ance  with  the  correct  stmctsre  c£  hia  langijiage ;  but,  on  tha 
whole,  he  writes  with  perspicuity*     . 
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Honographie  des  D^enetafions  SJdrteUsn  de  tMsttmaC^fondie  sut 
un  grand  nombre  d^Obiorvationii  recHiittic$  tanU  a  la  CUnique  In^ 
ieme  de  PBeoU  de  Midline  df  Pmit^  q^  #  FHSpiial  CocUj^ 
Par  Fredbric  CnaRinsi,  M«  D»  i  Paris^  I608|  pp.  8 IS. 

n^ta  work  is  inscribed  to  Corvisart,  and  q:^aars  to  be  writtent 
'^  by  a  popil  of  his  very  excdfent  school    The  author  has  |ti 

'■-  ■  •  ----'  ■  ■  -  -  - "  — 


*  This  eteeption  is  twice  atatady  hi  his  short  chapter  ^*  00  dM  dis« 
eases  of  do^  *'  Hie  words  are,  in  die  edition  of  Th.  Oaia,<<  Cases 
tribns  htborant  vttik,  rabie,  angiaA,  p odagrft :  facit  rabies  furores)^ 
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tDntivdy  exftmiiied  the'cbanfyes  pvoduofid bgrtabrblid sltwetxneiir 
U\e  stomaeh,  and  by  his  criiservadons  has  added -to  one  Idiowledge 
of  the  pathologj  of  ibat  organ.  la  his  piefocey  ht  malies  som^ 
remarks  on  the  compat athre  Kabiliiy  of  tiie  twa  iexes  to  different 
diseases^  females  are  more. subject  to  puioaosiary  eonHra^ion^ 
than  males ;  and  nen  are  more  subject  to  organic  diseaQe9  of  the 
stomach  and  of  the  heart  ^an  women.  Dr  Baittie  has  r^smi^k- 
r  <Bd  that  scirrhus  of  the  stomach  is  moneTreqliendy  met  P¥ith  in 
y^  men  than  in  women,. and  Dr  Qiardel's  expeigKoee  con&rms  t^i» 
observation  $  he  says  he,  has;  scarcely  seen  oi»e  instance  of  this 
disease  among  the  patients  at'tfae  inftrroai^  (SaHpetrlere)  which 
is  appropriated  to  old  women.  Out  of  the  wboie  number  of 
bodies  dissected  everjr  jearat  FEcoIede  Medetoine,  Unix  in  every 
Hundred  are  found  to  have  scirrhqus  affection  x>f  the  stomach. 
Hence  Dr  Cbardel  concludes,  that  neat  to  the  iungs  and  the' 
heart,  the  stomaoh  is  most  liable  to  organic  disease,  or  to  changr 
es  of  structure^arising .from,  morbid  action  f  after  the  stomach,  be 
Ainks  the  Hv^  is  most  frequently  affected  witb  diseased  struc- 
ture I  so  that  the.Mver  rtmks  only  in  the  £oiirth  places  in^tbe  scale 
of  predisposition  to  organic  disease;  ^        .1. 

Tbe  orcler  in  which- the smrrhous  a&dkms  of  the  stofloach  are 
treated  pk  this  taiuiEible  essay»  is  that  pointed  outb^  loiatomif^al 
demonstrations.  The  author  first  }b^g;tns  wkb  scsirrhospf  tb^ 
cardia ;  ndxt  of  tbe  body  or  sul^tanee  of .  the  stomapb  $  thirdly* 
^f  soivrhdr  of  the  f)yk>f U6.f1  and  be  di^i  goes  on  to  inrestigaie 
tbe  causes  of  these  diseases,  and  to  point  out  |he  various  n>orbid 
actions  which  may  be  sometimes  confounded  with  and  mistaken 
for  them.  Under  each  article,  cases  and  dissections  are  detailed 
to  flTustrate  the  observations  which  the  authctf  makes. 

The  first  chapter  contains  five  eases,  with  dissections,  of  scir- 
rhus of  the  cardiac  the  symptoms aipe,  pain,  difficuky  in  swallow- 
ias,y  frequent  vomiting,  costiveite^s,  emaciation  $  and  sometimes 
a  bard  ti^mor  c^tx,be^eh  in  the  region  of  th^  stomach. 

Tie  second  chapter^  dciiTiprebends  scirrhous  aflfeciions  of  tbe 
body  of  the  stomachi  tbe  symptoms  oi  which  are,  sense  of  weight 
afid  uneasiness  in  the  region  of  ^tbe  stofilacb^  vomipng  of  ^9od> 
obstiui^e  ooftivene^r  ^^,  baird  tumor.  AU  ibe  patients  were 
above  thirty,  most  6i  them  above  forty  years  of  age  ;  they  had 
suffered  ai^xjety,  a»d  b^n  ^^q^psed  to  mental  distress*  Sootb- 
ing  medicine  appdfyp^,,  faxatives,^ysters,  were  employed  wilb 
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et  ^vxt  iBomt)rdertt  bnniia  rs^iMlt;  emoepto  homin.%  Intereont  csiie» 
hoc  fnorbo,  et  x|;uae  morsa  sunt,  €xcepio  iiomne. "  Aristot.  Hist.  Aninu^ 
lib.  vtii.  cap.  22..  The  author's  learning,  in  this  ins^nce  at  leasts  ki# 
been  at  second-hand. 
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little  or, no  benefit;  brandy  was  (cmpd  to  remain  in  the  fitomach, 
When  every  thhig  else  Wlis  rejected  by  vomitino:.  tn  cases  of 
scirrhd*coilttacted  pybrus,  ten  instances  of  which  are  accurate- 
ly described,  the  fomiting  octurs  half  an  hour  or  ah  liodr  after 
eatfaig  t  a  hardness  Und  tutfior  dad  readily  be  felt  $  the  emacia- 
tion is  very  considerable,  and  the  stomach  is  found  prodigiously 
enlarged  in  size  and '  Weight.  It!  one  tA^f  the  grecit  ciKrvature 
descended  so  tow  dowii  as  the  brim  of  the  pelvis.  TTffef  liver  wa^ 
foimd  dkiesfsed  hi  Mfvetti  diss^tions :  white  tdbereled  were  de- 
tected in  the  parendiymdtcms  substrfnt^  of  this  organ ;  dhd  in 
these  cases,  di*opsy  pr^:^ed  the  deiitb  of  the  patients^  Ih  tlie 
rest  of  ihe  cases,  all  the  viscera,  except  the  pyloriis,  wef e  per- 
fectly healthy. 

The  causes  of  thefse  disorder  aire  far  from  being  evident.  Dr; 
Cha^del  reduces  them  to  three  i;eneral  heads.  1.  Mechanical 
irrkation^  2.  Chemical  at  ai^imfu  irritaiioi).  9.  A  pecdliar  state 
of  the  lymphatic  system.  Ail  classes  of  petHfih  are  equally  sub- 
ject to  scirrhous  stomach,  th^efore  ittecbanical  pressure  fate  very 
Kitle  to  do  in  tho  produciioB  of  the  disease.  The  abuse  of  spirit 
tuous  liquora  paises  for  a  freqneiit  cautte  i  yet  among  all  the  ca- 
ses described^  net  a:  single  oi»  stlpports  that  ofiinion.  Workmen,* 
who  drink  spirits  hi  a  mornirig  fasting,  are  not  'more  subject  to* 
scirrhous  •aroetidiA&'df  tite  stomadi,  thart  person^  in  other  situa- 
tions in  liib.  BUcAl  mentidntf  faiti  having^ m«t  with  sevefal  ifistan- 
ces-  of  scirriitm  in  the  dtoihach,  occasioned}:  by  tlJe  inteiifiperatG 
t»e  of  spfrituons'K^fuors^  but  tiiC  cased  adaiic^  by  hini  prove' 
too  mucn ;  for  there  we^e  other  nforbid  appearances^  whidi  could 
not  arise  from  the  topical  action  of  fermented  Hquor^.    *" 

Scirrhus  commences  by  ti  thickening  of  the  mucous  meml)rane 
of  the  stomach,  which  forms  adhesions  to  the  muscular  coat;  th^ 
cedular  substance  placed  between  the  musculiur  and  peritoneal 
coats  becomes  the  seat  i^the  diseased  structure,'  &nd,  l^  enlarge- 
ment, separates  the  fibres  of  the  muscular  coat;  thes^  parts  be- 
come enlargedi  and  adhere  together,  till  at  last  tbe  mucous  mem- 
brane is  more  chmged  in  its  strvieture,  becomes  tilcerated,  or 
tiirows  out  a  fibigus.  Dr  Chafdel  is  disposed  to  think  this  com- 
plaint is  cs^om  purely  a  bead  disease.  *  He  attributes  it  to  some 
morbid  condition  of  the  lympfaaticr system,  diff^reiit  from  cancer  ? 
tile  organisatkm  of  tfa«r  tmiercles  fcimd  sfametifine«  in  tbe^stofnach,* 
aiid  sometimes  in  other  abdoi^lftal  visteelra^  points  out  ^me  analo- 
gy, and  yet  marics  a  diflR^rence  betw'een  the^n  and  caineer.  He  di-" 
vides  the  progress  of  the'  diseaie  iiito  thre^  stages;  die  beginning,' 
the  confirmed,  and  the  ulcerated  dtage.  The  duration  is  uncer* 
lain;  in  general,  it  is  slow,  espcci;a)ly  in  the  first  stage,  which  last^ 
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fens^r  than  the  other  two  put  together.  We  shcdl  iransjlate  pup 
Author's  tfeficription  of  these  drfferent  period^i  a$  w^  are  con^ 
viocedi  the  diseases  of  wliich  Ire  sa  injtelFyjfcfy  treatsu  are  o^ea 
overlooked,  or  classed  ouder  tjfie  wi/j^I/  ^c^tteoiS^  ^^iioa  o^ 
dyspepsiac 

^  FirU  SUigti^^Hbik  is-fooieKmes  pffM^dpdbyjaogiiQf:  andji^fBe* 
taX  weaknegf  of  tbe  whole  hfMatL  'Hn^ciJimfh  0iiM4Bfi«ei «'  iun^  «C 
•martii^  n^iich  often  eiiteiids  fr#ai  the  eyigi^ric  cegm  te  th^side^ 
imd  baclc^  as  if  tbe  parts  were  cocded  1:^  paia.  From  the  c^sl^ 
meDcement,  the  pain  is  Csbed  io  ao^  spot*  fitber  continual  ar  of 
short  duration,  and  more  or  \e^  acute  in  the  e^i^jastric  rc^gknv;  per- 
haps  it  maybe  itifcreased  by  presstbg  upon  it,  espedalTy  a(Ver  a  meal. 
An  increase  of  uneasy  symptoms  afler  Ibod  is  taken 4nto  the  stomadi^ 
which  dbliges' the  patient  gradually  to  lessen  the  q^uantity*  Diflitult 
digestion,  -fKrcdmpflmied  vkh  a  diense  of  Ve%ht  in  the  epigastrium ; 
aometknes  tfte  Ibod  is  brougbt  up  by  romiiing*  'Some 'potienta  then 
Have  reoaitrse  Ur  'spHtuocht  It^fiiors,  to  assisl  Ifietr  i^estion.  At 
adter  tifaesy  sioipft:«aaw»  aller  a  faeal  is^  tlie  only  iympiom?  tmA. 
Ais  gradaally  inereases,  waA  tbw- fei»#'ia  aoMH^  v^jMta^  'After 
digestion  is  accaiiqiMshcd,  •^ieidcfli^w  gicand  vataiMi^  Akisaagff 
tbe  stomach  be  c»»pCy»  asmsea  miL-nmaksamg  ai!e'finifuAnliyifOQUe«t 
tome;  and  wbeo  aomiiiagdoas  ioft  ;taba'ptaii^  mnm  [larirnts fat 
their  ^gi^iik  (|<owa  tbeir  fbroats^do^-aiNiar  |4»  taotla  vqHIWb^  arUob 
affords  relief;  loasaaei^  af  the  bov6|%  4M|ppeiiJly  n^n  #0  ^naaM 
malces  a  rapid  pro^^  ;  but  mor^^  commoaly  this^  bv)^^  ^^  torpid» 
and  fiven  costive^.   Gelj^ters  ,^nd  Jiai^jttve  joo^iefi^^  t^jpipdifci&g: 

Jbols,  generally  ^or4  tempeirai^  jreliqC  In  ^pke  oC  tj|ie  trouble  '\0k 
[jesting  foody  the  apoetke  inost^  fre^V^ent^y  continues ;  \h.  some- 
times  increased,  and  the  craving  for  food  is  joined  jfco  the  t^orror  of 
the  evils,  which  are  brought  on  oy  taking  it.  The  iongiiie  remains 
clean  and  moist ;  l^e  taste  natural.  Wheh  syin^toate  ^  sorded  kp* 
pear,  k  is  only  by  accident.  **     '  * 

"  ^ttrwiif  Siflgff.— *Emaciaftion  strongly  narked?  often  firaS^raaced* 
Tutnorin  the -epigastric  r^on  more  or  less  extensive;  more  or  le8» 
painM,  I^g^wn  upaA  ^  aid^  opposite '^o  dint  whac^  ia  docct-' 
pied  by  tbe  tumar  is  sontettta^s  aneas/i  ^oaiiling  <^  food,  vAi^ 
^in»  ar  marety  by  tiie  risiiig  up  of  tfaefoal,  without  its  IttfHag  «at** 
liargaae  any  other  idMSge  thaa  wii4)t  lskaaiplii6e<AcaB'  4tAaeiaaittii|p 
#  oartam  tfiae  m  ik»  vstoaiadt^.eAaa  it  tambcliianfck  tinak'ntei^ 
aaattmr.  JE^tfrnM  fOfij /aiAaia  f fveial  daya  wfthtattVoiaiiM^^  ariifft 
the  i^macb  ianot  |P«try  iri^i^triat  ^ii^  ^  iofA  m^^m^aisK^j  mA\ 
'  it  makes  tbe  stomach  contfaot ;  an^  ¥^  ^^  ^^<*^  laf  disjt^nfliofl^  it$ 
fi|(ure  can  be  perceived  tarafigU;:tha  al^doxvtpal  cover ^^g.,  in  ihit 
case>  it  beeumes  of  very  great  sl^Ee^  and  gives  the  sensation  of  aoma 
fluctuation. 

**  At  this  period,  sedative  medicines  often  produce  the  happiest- 
a^c6ts>  and  for^  time  stop  th/siplceets.   The  patient  whp  ba«  beea 
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CompeHed  to  diministi,  by  degrees,  the  bulk  and  golidnesa  of  bis 
food,  is  ofteD  reduced  to  taking  merely  a  little  miik,  brot%,  or  ver* 
tnicelli.  Ptflns  in  the  8taniach  become  constant.  OhEtinate  ccfstivo 
nen  ;  the  stoola  become  har4,  ibin,  M»d  pito^,  very  like  roeconiuni. 
Diarrhota  Gometimea  alteraatcs  with  constipation.  The  appetite  of- 
ten  renMiai,  and  the  tongue  i*  clean ;  M  ihnes  a  disagree^te  ttstc  is 
|ierceived,  altltough  the  toi^ne  be  not  at  all  foul. " 

"  Third  StagtiS/maciation  «lid  nwraamus  «rri«ed  at  its  highest 
point.  The  patient  is  etiuccns,  or  in  a  slate  as  if  aJI  ihe  juices  of  his 
body  had  filtered  «wa^.  Pains  in  the  stomadi  are  more  violent  and 
more  permanent;  opium  no  longer  procures  rest.  The  matter  vo- 
mited is  chAneed,  .and  has  a  smell  sometimes  thtft  is  intolerable  ;  at 
length,  what  is  brought  up  by  vomiting,  is^ke  blacjc  pease  porridge, 
resembling  soot  inixed  wtih  vwctd  mtHter,  or  it  is  only  bnged  tvitft 
fitrcaks  of  this  dark  «o(eur.  The  stools  underf^tti&Mtne^BnfEeej 
-ituay  hap|>enthe  alvine  evacoatioM  dwe  undei^  thMeohaBges, 
if  the  ulceratkin  is  sitiMted  very  ttoar  tl 

-oach.   TbebreathbecoKcsfetidtthen 

4tiU  rMain*  its  oatunil  cppearftnce.    1 
Aequmily  succeeds  t«  comveness :  h  i 

'OHting  il4»<c«Me,  the  Momaeli  having  -lot 

,fiinc6.m(h»ut  agony.  "—Such  is  gen«i 

.of  liie  stiujutch.    In  some  particular  .ci 

jsilief  .ayatfXtaih  is  wantiqg  -aliqgMher 

.*:«."  .■p,J*S.  .       '' 

..    Rq>e«t8(l  obscrvgtJons,  fcttheCbctin  liospiul,  tmwcqwur- 

Ted  to  prove  to  Dr  Chardd,  how  obat^ire  and  difficult  js  ibe 
diagtiosis  «9f  organic  afft:ctioBS<af  th^stomadi.  Several  csseg  ore 
given  in  detatj  to  prove  this  asBcrtioa,  wlucii  nc«4s  no  ptoaf  to 

-those  who  are  in  the  haUt  of  prescribing  for  duettses  bv  their 

.TGol  bRtHTB,  snd  not  nerely  in  tiieir  Christie  o«qi«.  'Iiie.^ge 
and  tinje  of  Me.  is  the  principal  circuoietance  to  tfe  tlep^iided 

iiipoii,  in  fiiroHiig  our  ojuiiitm  of  the  oatuce  of  -the  ^mis^  K'luch 
sofDetinics  excites  inceasaot  vomiting;.  If  the  patiwt  ixjoupgt 
ws  oiq^t  not  stiqMCt  aay  KinlHif  >'  wfatch  does  ttqt  opew  tijl 

.nen  Switf.  , .  s . 

'Bielastdiaptierof'difB  vciic  isToryafaantt  ittfoRtuMsmei*- 

•iy'tL&m  generwi  rsniarks  (gmo-aliies)  oo  the  ,treflttaeftf  of  scis- 
rboHs  aHectioai  of  the  stonadt..  It  is  oti^'  bgr  preventing  the  u]- 

•  eanted'stage  fmkn  voming  on,  that  reme<Kei>c«n  be  useikri )  for, 

-wheo  oBce  ettt^ilbhed^  the  care  of  tlw idianse  is  beyond  tbe 

treachofut.  The  remedies  recomnKSMled,  oj^  tiw  sntiphiogis- 
tic  regimen  and  blisters,  when  syn^toms  of  increased  action  or 
indamni^tioB  are  present ;  i^iates,  aatU^aaewHlics,  emoUiuits, 
laxative's,'. glptc'rs ;  aii^  tbV,  diet  iliould, coiiaatc^  H'tides  iiiijbt 

'-easily  digested.     '  ''  .'■.■■.\~" 
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PART  III. 

MEDICAL  INTELLIGENCE. 

Biographical  Memoir  of  the  late  Dji  Will  AN. 

BosERr  W11.LAK,  M.  p.  F.  K.  S.  and  S.  A.  was  born  on  tb^ 
^8th  <^  Norember  1757,  at  the  Hilly  near  Sedbergh,  in  York-* 
^•Mre,  wfafive  bis  father  resided,  in  the  enjoyment  of  extensive 
MitriHcri  Mfmtatioa  aod  practice.  ^     He  was  educated  in  the  prin^ 
*dptes  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  received  h\^  scholastic  tai«> 
*tfod  exclasiveiy  at  Sedbergh  ;  having  obteined  his  classical  knowr- 
f^ge  at  the  graminar-school  of  that  place,  under  the  cai«  of  the 
Reverond  Dr  Bateman,  and  his  mathematical  acquirements,  into 
the  higher  partjj  of  which  he  advanced  with  great  success,  by  the 
assistance  of  the  celebrated  Mr  Dawson.     Being  early  distin- 
guished by  his  studious  disposition  and  the  rapidity  of  his  at- 
taiiini€!nts,  he  wa?  a  favourite  pupil  with  both  his  tutors,  and 
'was  advanced  by  the  former  into. the  classes  of  his  seniors,  9^ 
mong^bom  he  maintained  his  station  by  the  excellence  of  his 
'lessons  and  exercises.    He  became  ultimately  an  accomplished, 
eiasisical  scholar,^ and  was  deemed  to  excel  his  master  in  his  crt* 
itieal  knowledge  of  Greek.    Mr  Dawson  likewise  esteemed  him 
one' of  the  in09t  successful  studeqts  of  the  mathematics,  amongr 
'th^  liumerous  able  pupils  whom  he  instructed  in  that  science* 
'Th^'tnedi^  profession  hi^^long  been  determined  upon  as  the 
'«^j4?etof  bis  fn^ive pursuit;  and  he^commenoed  his  stmlies  in 
that  line  at  Edinburgh,  in  the  autumn  of  i777.     Afterthe  nsoal 
"r^stdehce  oi^  thvee  years  in  thsit  University,  he  .laeCeived  the  de- 
"^Else  of  DoQtor  in  1?S0.  when  he  pi^lished  iMi  inapg^ral  disser- 
tation, **  De 'J^clnpris' inflanHnatl<Mie. '*  .  .^  ^ 
•     In  the  autnbin  of  >the'same  year,  hp  repaired  to  diemteopolis 
'with  the  view  c^ obtaining  farther  medical  iufbrmatknar,-  and  at- 
tended kotures  witfa«great  assiduity.    An  arrangement  had  been 

' ,  *         ■    i  '  .    '     '     ■  ■         ... 

'     *  t>T  Robert  Wilkn,  sepibr,  graduated  ^t  Edinbiirglb  In  1745,  and 

Eublished  ati  itiangural  diesis,  *•  De  Qualitatibus  Aeris.  ?'    The  Hiu 
;  now  the  resj^enc^  of  his  eldest  son,  |lichard  ^ViUaa,  Esq,     '. 
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*  made!  some  time  previomijr  widi  Dr  Trotter,  a  relative,  and  a 
'  fi^ysiician  of  «ome  eminence  at  Darlington^  in  the<iotinty  of  Dur* 
mm,  but:  advanced  ia  li&^ao  consequenoe  of  which  he  intended 
todeciiae  practice  in  tbat  place  in  favour  of  bis  young  friend, 
as  soon^as  lie  had  completed  his  studies.    When  in  London,  Dr 
Wiilaa  was  introduced  to  Dr  FothergiU,  who,  froiTi  a  just  esti- 
mate>Df  his  talents  and  ticquirements,  recommended  him  to  try 
.liis.  fortune  in  t^e  metrojpfoJis,  and>ofiered  him  his  assistance. 
Dr  Fotbergill,  however^  died  in  the  month  of  December^  in  that 
'  year;  and  in  the  commencement  of  the  followins  year,  178/, 
'  the  dvatti  of  Dr  Trotter  also  occurred ;  upon  which  Dr  Willaa 
,  immediately  went  to  DariingitoD,  where  he  tbwnd  two  opponepis 
'  already. on  the  spot:  one  or  these,  the  late  Dr  Eotfaeram,  was 
raflerwards,  for  some  years,  Dr  Bladi^'s  as^stant  at  Edinburgh, 
end  ultimately  Professor  of  Natural  Philosophy  in  Si  AndiBi¥s ; 
•i^^he4)tber^  a  gentleman  whose  name  we  hare  not  learned,  conttnn- 
ed  to  reside  there  while  he  lived.     Dr  Wiikn  remained  at  Itar- 
-iingtba  about  a  year ;  during  wliich  period  he  analysed  thd  siil- 
\{mireous  water  at  Croft,  a  i^Uage  about  four  miles  from^tbat 
place,  and  wrote  a  small  treatise  respecting  its  chemical and:nie- 
-  <diciiml  quatides,  containing  also  a  co^parisoH  of  its  prop^alies 
with  those  of  die  Harrogate  waters.     This  tract  was  publisberd 
:  by  Joloifioa,  in.  1782,  with  ithe  title  of  ^*  ObservatiosB  on-  the 
Sulphtir  water  at  Croft,  near  Darlington  c*"  and  4  isie^HEmd  e^i- 
.  iioh  'Was  printed  a  few  years  afterwarck.  -     t 

In. the  beginning  of  17(^^,  not  deeming  'aa  eetablitbiiMat^at 
Darlington  worth  contending  for,  Dr  Witlan;  determined  tbo^ 
turn  to  London.     The  assistance  of  Dr'FothergiU  wav'noHv  fost 
itohim;  but  he  experienced  much  active  friendship  from  Mrs 
FothergiU^  tjie  dbctor!s  surviving  sister^     His  advantage,  how- 
ever, was  greatly  promoted  by  the  establishment  of  tlie  PuUic 
Dispens^y^  ivk  Carey-^Street,  which  was  opened  in  the  com* 
.  mencement  of  178S,  and  was  chiefly  accomplished  by  the  exer- 
tions of  isome  qf  his  friends.     He  was  appointed  sole  physicito 
.  toit;  «and  under  his  humane  and  active  superintendance,  toge- 
ther g^vith  that  of  bis  able  and  benevolent  colleague,  Mr  John 
Pe^OMOBL,  the  surgeon  .to  the  Institution,   the  new  Dispensary 
«peedily  flourishea,  and  became  one  oS  the  mo«t  extensive  and 
jreq^ectabie  establishments  of  its  kimi'in  London.     He  resided 
•^t  this  time  in  Bartlett's  Baiidi^gs*  Holborn,  with  a  family  con- 
iiiected  with  the  Society  of  Friendi^.     In  March,  ^785,  having 
{Missed  his  examinations  be£jre  the  College  of  Physicians  with 
great  •credit,  he  was  admitted  a  Licentiate  of  that  Body ;  on 
which  occasion  he  addressed  some  oongratulatory  Greek  verses 
.4to  the  board  of.. Censor^       ,         .       .:   . 

j^bout  the  year  1786^  he  engag^  in  the  office  of  teacter^  aptj 
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cleHrersd  leetares  on  tht  pHncSi^  nd  |w«etiki»  o^  medistoeiat 

Cli«  Public  Dispensary*    But  h&  succcm^  we  briisr^  ia  this  um* 

.  dertaking,  vms  inconsiderable.    Such  attempts^  indeed^  haire  adH- 

'  dom)>roved  eminently  advantagecMiSy  except  in  eomiBxioiii;ivatb 

the  large  hospitals  f  the  reputation  accnii^  frooi  ah  atHsdaace 

<m  these  great  schools  being  deemed  of  airoobt  equal,  impottitfrce 

to  the  future  success  of  the  studentt  with  the  knowle^^  to  lie 

acquired  there.    At  a  subsequent  period^  Dr  WiUaarecfeii^f 

as  pupils  at  the  Dispensaj^,  young  physidatis  tvbo  bad  retatUy 

V      graduated,  and  who  were  mitiated  into  adpal  prac^^,  ander  Ipis 

^      auperintendance,  among  the  patieot4  of  the  kistiiutieA ;  a  mode 

of  tuition  from  which  they  derived  much  practical  knowledge, 

and  were  ffruduaUy  habituated  to  the  respomibiltty  of  tbdx  pro- 

fessiomd  duties.     Upwards  of  ibrty  pbyi^nriafis^ .  alihost^  -ail  jof 

,wbom  have  subsequexuly  attained  proiiE»sioDal  reputation^,  or 

now  occupy  responsiUe  situations^  Doth  in  this  country  ainl  $^ 

■  broad,  have  received  the  benefit  of  this  Institutions  t 

Froip  tbesooment  when  Pr  Willan  settled  iq  Lond<»iy  be  puk^ 
^^ned  hk  ^ofessional  avocations  with  an.indefatigable  induct^ 
snd  attention,  of  which  there  are  perhaps  few  exaibplesb  He 
never  quitted  the  metropolis  for  any  considen^n  of.  hieaitfa  or 
pleasure,  daring  a  period  of  thirty  years. . .  For  msmj  years  he 
eonduoted  th^  medical  departm^st  of  two  P}8peBsarie%  (bavidg 
aid)sequently  been  favoured  with  an  appointment  to  the  Finslitrty 
Dispensary,  in  addition  to  that  of  Carc^'i^Street),  during  which  Iris 
umilnitting  attention  to  tiie  progress  of  th^. diseases  whichteme 
IHider  his  care,  is  evinced  bv^the  prodi^pous  cellectton  of  casts, 
idiidi  he  has  recorded  in  MS.  mostly  in  a  neat  Latin  stj^^le,  in 
p-  which  he  wrote  with  great  fluency.  From  tim  asfiiduotts  and 
'  padent  observatioti  of  the  phenomena^  of  disease,  ha  <k>iibttess 
iK^uired  that  acute  diagnostic  d^ill,  which  is  tlie  true  chai;acter«<^ 
istic  of  a  sound  physician,  and  which  alU  who  h^ve  witnessed 
lis  practice,  allow  him  to  have  possessed  in  an  eminent  degree. 
This  discriminative  talent,,  indeed,  .has  been  sufficiQatl}^  maoilbflt* 
ed  iu  his  great  work  *^  on  Cutaneous  Dneases ; "  but  the  d^iioaey 
of  his  tact,  which  enabled  him  to  detect,  like  aft  accomplisbed 
lirtist,  the  minute  peculiarities  in  the  appearances  ofttiesedis* 
eases,  which  escaped  the  notice  of  ordinary  observers,  mtenrry 
mnarkable..  During  the  whc^  of- his  career,  be  wtia  not  Jess 
lissiduously  empIo}?ed  in  ds^apiinibg.  the  records  of  medicise,  both 
ancient  anc\  modern,  thaiL  in  the  adual  nb«>eirvation  of  diseasca^ 
of  which  the  lenrnijig  and  criticai  acumen  dispk^^ed  in  bis  pib- 
Jications,  as  well  aa  the  mass  of  manuscript  comctiona,  which  be 
has  left  behind,  afford  abundant  proo£  His  habite.of  dosoesttc 
privacv  enabled  hi^n  (9  dpdic^t^  a  large  portion  e£  time  ta  tbeik^ 
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4re«M«i€B';  aiul  indeed  to- ^utiabttin^  ardoarinrith  whicb  he 
appMtd  himself  to  them,  moj^t  be  attributed  that  premature  ia- 
jurj  of  kk  b^tb,  which  shortened  the  period  of  hi3  life. 

The  me  ^  tnedteal  reputation,  unassisted  by  powerful  con- 

fiexioiM*  when  IbN  unworthy  arts  of  advancement  are  disdained, 

iDuat  necessarily  be  very  ^ow«     For  a  considerable  time  it  has 

no  ^atenoe,  evcHi  in  Che  p^rrow  c^frde  of  private  friends,  whoso 

confidence  is  placed  on  older  heads :  and  uhimately,  it  springs 

.bttl^r^fnriie  gradual  aeeumnlation  of  individual  approbationi  as 

the  opportonkied  of  meritinj^  it  from  time  to  trime  occurs 

''  Gfe^  fitcuUo  velui  arbor  €ev0 

j)r  Wiilan's  advance  to  public  reputation,  and  to  the  con^e^ucBt 
•enudumenta  of  the;  profession,  was,  however,  regularly  progress 
fiive«  though  slqw ;  and  his  public^ons,  especially  nis  treatise 
on  the  diseiftses  of  the  skin,  upon  which  bis  posthumous  reputa* 
lion  will  principaliy  rest,' finally  placed  his  professional  character 
iipoR  high  ground.     In  the  spring  of  1791,  he  had  the  bonoitr 
of  beii^  chosen  ^  Fellow  of*  the  Society  of  Antiquaries.     He 
had  been  eariy  attached  to  antiquarian  researches,  and  in  his  jir- 
veniledays  bad,  jirith  considerable  ind^i^stry  and  accuracy,  collect* 
,  ed  fmm  the  Odyssey  a  history  of  the  manners  of  the  primeval 
times  of  Greece.     Latterly  he  communicated  some  papers  to 
this  Sooiety,  of  which  however  he  declined  the  honour  oi  pubfi* 
^cation ;  particularly,  a  collection  of  provincial  words,  and  an  ela- 
borate essay  on  the  practice  of  "  Lustration  by  Need^fire,  •* 
.(scarcely  eiuinct  in  some  of  the  northern  counties),  which  led 
,hiin  into  a  curioas>  and  extensive  research,  respecting  similar 
.practices  in  ancient  times,  and  the  mythological  superstitions 
connected  with  them.    Jt  was  not  until  the  month  of  February 
IBOd,  that  he  was  elected  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society. 
The  increase  o(  his  professional  avocations,  which  had  com* 

SiUed  him  some  time  before  to  resign  his  office  in  the  Finsbury 
ispensary,  Jed  him,  in  the  year  1800,  to  wish  to  lessen  the  fa* 

,  tigue.af  his  duties  at  the  Public  Dispensary;  and  accordingly 
his  friend  and  pupil,  0r  T.  A«  Murray,  was  appointed  bis  col- 
league in  that  year*  This  active  and  intetli<;ent  physician, 
thiroiigh  wbos^  exertioRS^  aided  by  tbe  Society  for  b^tteritig  the 

.  ccmdition  of  the  Poor,  the  Fever  Institution  of  the  metfopolis 

-  neaa  established,  was  unfortiaiairely  cut  off  in  Febrtta]*y  180!^^  by 
the  contagion  of  ^feverv-eauglH  in  the  infected  apaitments  of  the 

•  first  patient*  who  were  ad«Mlted  into  the  Institution.  Dr  Wih 
Ian,  who  had  stremionsly  recOnrni^ndcd  this  establishment,  wat 
nominated  one  of  i^  physiciatts^  extraordinary.  In  December 
i803;  finding  his  private i)]:^ctice  incompatible  with  a  piopcr  |ifi» 
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'tfnJance  to  the  conceirn^'oif  the  Dispematy,  whidi  he  fadditow 
•iiperintcnded  for  the  space  of  nearty  -twenty-one  years,  he  re- 
signed his  office.  The  governors  of  the  charity,  in  testimony  of 
their  gratitude  for  his  services^  and  esteem  for  his  character,- no- 
minated him  Gonsuking  Kiysidan,  and  made  tiim  a  governor  for 
life,  and  likewise  presented  him  with  a  piece  of  plate,  bf  the  va- 
lue of  Rfiy  guineas,  inscribed  with  a  testimoniid' of  their  atteu^ 
ment  and  resjiect  * 

For  several  years  previous  to  his  resignatiott,  Dr  Willan's 
lame  and  character  had  been' fully  established,  dnd  theemohl- 
ments  derived  from  his  practice  very  ample.  He  had,  during 
the  preceding  course  of  years,  resided  feucdessively  in  Ely  place, 
Uolbom,  and  in  Red-Lion  Square,  in  connexion  with  the  fi- 
inily  before  mentioned ;  and  lastly,  on  his  marriage  in  the  sprii^ 
of  1801,  he  settled  in  Bloomsbury-Square.-  He  was  now  im€ 
only  generally  consulted,  especially  by  persons  labouring  ond^ 
cutaneous  diseases,  but  was  also  deferred  to  on  lall  occasions  by 
his  professional  brethren,  as  the  ultimate  appeal  on  these  suk* 
Jects :  for,  however  generally  skilled  in  every  Other  departmalt 
of  medical  practice,  his  reputation  for  peculiar  knowledge  on 
this  point  had  certainly  excluded  him,  in  some  measure,  firoiii 
that  universal  occupation  in  his  profession,  to  which  he  was  so 
well  entitled. 

From  his  childhood  Dr  Wilfan  had  been  of  a  delicate  oons^ 
tutron ;  his  complexion  in  early  life  being  pale  and  feminine, 
and  his  form  slender.  His  extremely  r^ular  and  tempetitte 
mode  of  life,  however,  had  procured  hf m  an  uninterrupted  share 
of  moderate  health,  and  latterly  evert  a  certain  degree  of  corpo- 
'  lency  of  person,  though  without  the  appearance  of  robust  strength. 
In  the  winter  of  iSlO,  some  of  his  friends  had  remarked  a  slight 
shrinking  of  bulk,  and  change  in  his  cotnplexion :  but  it  was  not  till 
the  following  spring  that  symptoms  of  actual  disease  manifi^ted 
themselves.  Being  at  this  time  accidentally  called  upon  to  make 
some  bodily  exertion  in  assisting  a  patient,  his  respiration  be- 
came oppressed,  and  he  expectorated  some  Mood.  Soon  after- 
wards be  sufi^red  two  severe  attacks  of  catarrh  in  immedkte 


*.  This  iaserit)tion  was  writtei  by  the  liste  learned  and  reverend  Br 
Matthew  Raine,  one  of  the  governors  of  the  Dispensfiry,  and  was  as 
follewsv  ^  Viro  integerrimo,  Artis  scientieque  Mue  periiissimo,  Ao- 
beito  VViUnR.  M,  D.,  oi>  felioifsinaam  operam,  in  jniorbis  egenonim 
ci^um  sanaodis,  viginti  anaos.  amplius  gratuito  et  screnue  aavatam, 
*.  iegrotantium  apu4  LondinenseB  pauperuoi  Patroni,  amico  amici, 
LL.  D.  D.  D.  A.  D.  IbOl,  Preside  Comite  ^^ndyiccnse,  coHaf* 
jjecuiiiu)  Cusjtode  Crulielmo  Waddington.  '* 
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'succession',  which,  us  he  did  not  desist  frdm  hid  ^rofe^ional  avo- 
^^ cations  out  6f  doors,  did  nbt  readily  subside,  and  left  behind  a 
considerable  difficulty  of  bi-eathing,  which  rendered  the  horizon- 
♦tal  posture  in  bed  insupportable,  with  sleeplessness,  totaKloss  of 
appetite,  coughi  hoarserieiss,  and  a  very  unequal  and  irregulafr 
state  of  the  pulse,-f  symptoms  which  seemed  to  imply  an  efl'usioh 
of  water  into  the  cavity  of  the  chest,  and  perhaps  into  the  peri- 
cardium.    The  complexion  now  became  exceedingly  sallow,  and 
the  iiinica  coYijunctiva  of  the  eyes  assumed  a  yellowish  "^hue^ 
'With  a  view  to  obtain  some  respite  from  professional  fatigue,  £(^ 
Veil  as  the  advantage  of  a  better  airi  he  took  a  house^  in  Junfe 
181 1,  at  Craven  Hill,  aboiut  a  mile  from  to^vn,  on  theUxbrid^ 
Toad,  whei'e  he  «pent  his  time,  with  the  exception  of  two  or  threls 
hoiirs  in  the  middle  of  the  dfty,  when  he  went  to  Bloomsbuijr 
Square,  to  receive  the  Jiatients  who  came  thither  to  consult  him. 
'During  the  months  of  July  and  August,  parriy  in  consequence 
"of  the  mildness  of  the  season,  and  partly  of  the  employment  of 
some  active  medicines,  and  of  the  repeated  application  of  blisters, 
'the  cough  and  hoarseness  were  removed;  but  the  other  symp- 
'  toms  underwent  little  change,  and  the  lower  extremities  became 
jgradually,  but  at  length  severely  ahasarcous,  from  the  feet  up- 
wards.   A  suddeti  unfavouta'ble  fchahgie  of  the  weathef^  in  Sep- 
tember, occasioned  a  return  of  ^(he  cough  and  hoarseness,  with 
•gome- expectoration ;  and  the  probability  of  becoming  phthisical, 
under  the  influence  of  an  English  winter,  induced  him  to  accede 
*to  the  strenuous  recommendation  of  some  ot  his  friends,  and  to 
♦utidertake  a  voyage  to  Mafleira.    He  accordingly-embarked  wirii 
•'his  family  in  the  Thames, ' on  thte  IDChof  October;  and,  after 
'being  53  days  on  shipboard,  detained  by  foul  winds  irt  the  I)own$ 
and  at  Portsmouth,  he  arrived  at  Maoeira  on  llie  1st  of  Decem- 
ber.   During  this  interval,  a  considerable  hardness  and  tumefac- 
tion took  place  in  the  abdomen,  with  an  effusion  of  water  into  that 
'  cavity,  atid  he  was  harassedby  a  dysenteric  attack.    By-persever- 
ance in  an  active  course  of  medicine,  however,  after  his  arrival  at 
Funchall,  all  the  symptoms  were  considembly  aHevjated;  inso- 
'much  that,  in 'the  month  of  February,  he  meditated  a  return  txi 
the  south  of  England  in  April.    But  this  alleviation  was  only  tem- 
porary: his  disease  was  again  aggravated;  the  dropsy,  and  its 

*  concomitant  obstructfon  to  the  -  functions,  increasecf;  and,  with 
'  his  faculties  remaining  entire  to  the  last,  he  expired  on  the  7tli 
^  of  April,  1^12,  in  the  55th  yedr  of  his  age. 

'    /By  the  death  of  Dr  Wilmn,  the  profession  was  deprived  of 
one  of  its  bright  ornaments,  ^nd  of  its  zealous  and  able  improv- 

*  ers';  —the  sick,  of  a  humane, ^disinterested,  and  discerning  phy- 

*  sician  | — and  the  wor|d  Cf  to'  estimable  and  upright  man,    Uy 
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Jbis  fxierior  dcpoitmenc  in  public,,  indeed,  be  was  fkr  from  r»« 

Bering  jufllice  to  his  own  character*    His  ear^  education,  hu 

studious  mode  of  life,  and  retiring  disposition,  |ia'evented  that 

display  of  his  various  and  extensive  knowledge  in  mixed  sodetjK, 

which  delighted  tlie  privacy  of  a  small  circle  of  friend?,  and 

>hich  was  dispensed  with  mucii  playfulness  and  simplicity  t^ 

.snannen     In  all  the  relatidbs  of  domestic  life,  indeed,  he  was 

;an  object  of  general  esteem  and  aitachn^cnt«.    The  gentleness 

.and  humanity  of  his  disposition  wereequah'y  conspicuous  in  the 

,«xercise  of  his  professional  duties;  in  the  patient  attention  with 

which  helistqncd  to  the  (Bomplaints  of  the  sick,  whom,  in  fafi 

fullest  occupation,  he  never  aismiss^  from  his  presence  dissa* 

tibfied  With  the  brevity  of  his  inquiries  $  and  in  tlie  liberality  wt^ 

.wlich  he  imparted  his  assistance,  yet  refused  the  remuneration 

.to  which  be  was  entitled,  when  the  circumstances  of  the  patient 

^^)peared  to  render  it  oppressive*    In  his  intiercourae  with  bis 

professional  brethren,  he  was  liberal  and  independent,  and  ex- 

..tremely  tender  of  giving  offence.     As  a  practitioner,  as  we  have 

.already  observed,  he  was  a  close  and  faiilifiil  observer  of  diseases, 

.  and  by  the  peculiar  quickness  with  which  be  detected  t^eir  cha* 

Tacteriftic  anpefMrances,  however  obscured  by  complication,  be 

.  had  obtained  a  copious  store  of  sonnd  experience:  yet  it  has  been 

remarked^  that:l|e  did  not  always  prescribe  with  that  vigour  and 

decision,  which  so  much  discriminative  talent  would  have  autho* 

tized« 

As  a  professional  writer^  Dr  Wiilan  appeared  early  in  his  con* 
ctributions  to  the  periodical  works.     On  his  arrival  in  London, 
lie  became  a  member  of  a  private  medical  society,  which  held  its 
.  meetings  at  a  coff^e-hot^se  in  Cecil-  Street,  and  which  pubHsbed 
.  two  volumes  of  papers,  und^  the  title  of  **  Medical  Communlca- 
.  lions,"  in  1784  ^d  1790.     In  the  second  of  these  volumes,  be 
:  published  the  hi^itory  of  **  A  Demaikable  Case  of  Abstinence^" 
.  in  a  hypochondriacal  young  man,  which  was  uninterrupted  for 
the  space  of  six^on^  days^  ^ahd  terminated  fatally.     We  believe 
that  this  was  the  only  nieaical  society  of  which  he  Was  ever  a 
.  member. .  Several  pommunicatioss  from  him  were  also  printed 
.  in. the  London  Medical  Journal,  edited  between  the  years  1761 
and  1790,  by  Dr  Simmons.     In  the  4th  volume,  p.  4-t^i,  a  short 
letter  of  his  appears,  stating  the  character  of  a  non*descript  JByis- 
^«5,  found  in  the  sulphureous.watevs  of  Aix,  snd  difiering  from 
that  which  he  had  discovered  jn  the  waters  of  Croft  and  Dins- 
dale.     In  the  6t)i  volume  of  the  s^me  Journal,  he  relates  a  fatal 
.  case  of  obstruction  in  the  bowels,  from  constriction  of  the  coJcn 
liear  the  sigmoid  flexure,  which  prevented  sny. evacuation  for 
upwards  of  2A)  days  before  deathj  tq  i^jbidi  h^  apjpended  some 
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paefut  rcflexiQiu  on  tite  clUffnostic  symptoms  of  these,  obstruo- 
Ijons.  ^  xiccurciog  in  tbe  large  or  in  the  email  iiite^tinao.     In  the 
Jth  V"Woe  he  describes  tlie  cure  of  a  case  of  cliort-a,  by  the 
f^^prum  anunoniocum,  wblch.Tioweverthe  candidly  aclcnowledgcs. 
it)  fi  >t4)«^qiKnt  publication,  *  speedily  recurrent  and  was  cmeq 
Iw,  v^rjr  fj)nereiu  iueafia> .  tp  the  same  voIiuBe  he, relates  also  a 
ungi^lar  termination  orabdaminal  dropsy,  by  a  spontaneous  di&T- 
charge  of  the  fluid  per  va^tnam.     And  in  the  8th  Tolupie  he  hap 
^v^  the  detail  of  seven  cases  of  a^e,  which  were  speedily  cur7 
fd  by  the  pretwration  of  arsenic,  which  h»d  recently  been  recom- 
zncsaFd  ,b}[  Dr  Fo« " 
luiDe  ol'  this  journal 
der  the  title  of  "  J 
yolitme  of  which,  a  ) 
jdetcriptJon  of  tievera 
.vjta  ibpnd  to  be  CO 
jneHcatery. 

,  In  iVe  voir  1796,  pr^ill^n  o 
;Kporta,  after  the  aiatiner  of  diosf 
Iperiysivea  to  the  pubJic,j-  cont 
litate  ^  the  weather,  and  of  ihep 
polii.  'I'he  practice  oT  ia  pispens 
Dpor,  who  are  peculiarly  exposed 
jpRs,  were  observed  on  a  )tr^e  scf 
fur  ascertainioj^  the  existence  of 
the  stnte  of  the  pnblic  health.     B; 

DrWiUaa  deyised,  of  presenting  a  monthly  catalogue  of  thedix* 
eases  which  came  nnder  his  care,  the  state  of  ihegeneral  henldi 
jras  bnMuht  most  distinctly  under  the  view.  These ,rq>()rtjwer« 
publisfaecT in  the  *'  Monthly  Magazine, "  which  hsid  boen  recent- 
ly established^  and  were  continued  to  the  year  LsoO,  when  he 
(u)llect«d  them  into  a  small  volume,  and  published  them  in  I  SOI, 
under  the  title  of  "  Reports  on  the  Disc  ises  in  London. "  Tiii^ 
little  work  is  pregnant  with  important  and  oiiginal  medtcnl  ob- 
fervations,  especially  on  points  of  diagnosis,  whicli  are  tlic  foun- 
dation of  all  rational  and  successful  practice.  *'  Bum  vero  recti; 
^raturum,  quem  prima  origo  cauese  non  fefdlcriL  "  X  But  fi'oujL 
its  unassuming  pretensions  and  desultory  arrangemt^nt,  it  has 
out  been  sumciendy  known  and  valued  by  the  profesbion :  it 
jicvei'  rpched  a  second  edition. 


*  Reports  oo  the  DiieflWf  in  I^)4o9.  p.  246. 
t  In  dka  G«iitleinan'i  Magazine,  Vol.  XX.  rtwy. 
%  CcIms,  Praf. 
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We  treunacquaiiirted  with  the  circqmstances  which  (m^rudStf 
'drew  the  attention  of  Dr  Wittdn  to  the  subject  6f  cutahe^K  4m^ 
eases.  Most  probably  his  own  extreme  ac^UNDcy  made  him  ioA 
early  and  acutely  the  vagueness  and  confo^ron  of  langns^e,  whie6 
universally,  prevailed  in  this  dcpdrtftit^nt  of  medicine,  while  )ut 
attendance  at  a  public  institution  brought  many  of  these  £sease$ 
constantly  under  hi^,  inspection.  '  86  edfrly  as  1784  and  1785^ 
that  accuracy  led  hfin  to  attefadPtb  ike  eUnuktarjif  firms  of  erap^ 
tions,  if  we  may  so  speak;  tipoli'  which  he  saw  tbut  a  definite 
nomenclature  could  atone  be.roilrided/  and  upon  whidt  h^et^i^ 
ed  the  ingenious  system  develofped  jn'his  large  work^  At  that 
period,  in  nis  nbtes  of  casesf  lie  has  Mdom  designated  eraptiona 
by  their  ordinary  names;  but  spe^  of  papula  icoi^mliiMf  ertip* 
lio  papulosa^  inc.  In  1786  bis  not^  exhibit  still  more  dedsfve 
proofs  of  the  careful  attention  whic^  he'was,dil*ecting  to  thisaub^ 
ject,  in  the  minute  descriptions  (Accpfhpanied  by  ^ight  sketdie» 
with  the  pen)  of  the  forms,  ma^itude,  and  progress^  of  erap 
tions.  The  zeal  with  which  he  was  ajt.t^  saane  ^me  investigate 
ing  the  original  acceptation  of  the  Gi^k,  'Roman,  andArabiaii 
terms,  applied  to  eruptive  diseases,  k  Hkewi^  manifested  hy  hit 
copious  collections  from  authors,  and  by  the  occasioQal- afters^ 
tions  of  the  nomenckture,  apjMlied  in' 'the  eas^s^,"  before  lie  had 
finally  determined  on  his  arr^ngemem.  This  was  probably  *defc 
cidea  about  the  year  1789  ; '  as  in  the  folloiving  year  his^ckssift* 
cation  was  laid  before  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  and  hd^ 
noured  by  the  assignment  of  the  Fothergiilian  gold  medal  o£  that 
year,  to  the  author. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  state  here,  that  the  groundwork  of 
this  arrangement  is  laid  in  the  external  characters;  or  what  we 
have  above  called  the  elementary  forms,  of  eruptions,  whidi  are 
distinguished  in  the  outset  by  precise  definitions ;  such  are  pirn* 
pies,  scales,  rashes,  pustules,  vesicles,  tic.  Upon  this  plan  abne 
can  a  perspicuous  and  intelligible  classification  be  formed,  as  in 
other  branches  of  natural  history. 

It  was  not  till  the  beginning  of  1798,  that  th(6  first  part  of 
this  work,  including  the  Papulous^  eruptions,  was  pnUished,  in 
which,  as  in  the  subsequent  parts,  each  variety  was  represented  by 
ft  coloured  engraving.  Ihl80i,thesecond  part,  incluaing  the&a/| 
diseases  of  the  skin,  appearec];  ih  1805,  the  thirdpart,  compris* 
hig  only  two  genera  ef  HaaheSi  viz.  measles  and  scanet-fever;  and 
in  1808,  the  ibnrth  part,  comprehending  the  remainder  of  the 
rashes,  and  thoBttllre^  or  large  vesications;  the  whole  containing 
thirty- three  plates,  and  comptisingabout  htflf  of  the'dassifica- 
tion.  Four  Orders,  characterized  by  the  appearance  of  Pustules, 
Vesicles,  Tubercles,  and  Spots,  remain  unpublished  f  and,  witk 


Ihe  ^coqiAioii  o£  iSBk4  two  t^c^  ^ffAiera.i^f  pusluUir  di$easeg|  .Par-^ 
r^  and  JTraip^ig^y  whkh> jiave  oemi  long"  delayed  from  90sb^  im« 
pedimeiUa  en  the  part  ef  >  the  engraver  and  pMblisber»  the  rest  of 
tkt  M&  IB  probably  not  al  present  in  ^  stsite  to  m^  the>pttblic' 

«ye-  -  .  » 

•  '/in  the  interinit'*lbowcyer^  from  the  temporary  interest  wbicb 
ihe  investigation  of^the  vaccine  qu^tion  exoited,  Dr  Wil}an  w«9 
iedttced  so  far  to  anticipate  tbe  order  of  Vesicles^  asi'topubli^bt 
ia  11^06,.' a.  Treatise  ^f  on  Vaceiaatitin; "  in  which  he  also  jntro? 
dnced  the  sub^t  of  chicken-pox  (vmoih^  ve&mdar  disease),  in 
eoiiBequ^ioe  of  the  mistakes,  which  bad  been  commuted,,  in 
supposing  .diat  this  was  smaU-pox  when  it  occurred  after  vac* 
cinati(m.  Two  ei^raviiigs  accompanied  thia  treatise,  which  ex* 
hibited  the  regukr  bxm  of  the  vaccine  vesicle,  the  imperfect  ve« 
•hdey  the  three  varieties  of  chicken*pQX)  and.. the  ordinary  por? 
rigo  favosa  of  the  &oe  $  a  disease,  the  ori^n  of  which  had  been 
fiikefy  attributed  to  vaccioatioD*  if^Ubpugh  six  yearns  have  now 
elapstd,  since  the  publioation  of  this  volume,  suJbsequent  exp0« 
li^ice  has  added  nc  fact  dfamportance  tp  the  information  whic^ 
it  contains  ;-^anotber  proof  «f  the  accuracy  of  I)r  Willan's  ob- 
servation. ,  f  '    .:       i      '       . 

In  addition  to  the  iinritings  above  mentioned,  which  haye  beeQ 
'tommitted  to  the  press,!  Dr  Willan^bad  left  some  others  in  an 
unfinished  state.  X>nving  •  thr^  or  four  years  previous  tp  his 
death,  he  had  employed  his  leisure  in  a  most  extensive  investi^ 
gation  of  the  antiquities  of  medicine,  if  we  may  so  express  our- 
selves, which  he  had  conducted  with  his  usual  felicity  of  execu- 
tion. His  principal  object  was  the  illustration  Pf  four  subjects, 
vvhich  are  enveloped  in  no  small  degree  of  obscurity;  namely, 
1.  The  nature  and  origin  of  the  epidemic  or  endemic  Ignis  sacer'^ 
which  was  a  frequent  cause  of  mbch  mortality  in  ancient  times, 
and  in  the  middle  ages,  and  has  been  confounded  with  the  plague^ 
to  which  it  had  no  resemblance  but  in  its  fatality. — 2,  The  evi- 
dence of  the  prevalence  of  smalt-pox,  measles,  and  scarlet- fever, 
not  only  in  the  iir^t  ages  of  tibe  Christian  sera^  but  at  still  more 
ancient  pfriods ;  of ,  miich  he.  has  broug&t  together,  with.grea^ 
Ingenuity,  ax^oUectioa  thatappear?  incontrpvortiblv  to  establish 
the  affirmative  of  the  question; — 3;  The  history  of  the  Leprosy  of 
the  middle  ageB*T^Anq,  4.  That  ctf  the  Lues  venerea.  The!  dis- 
sertations relative  to  the  two  fir^t  "^mentioned  topics,  Dr  Wilkn 
had  nearly  completed^  hdving  temodelled  the  second^  bji  the  aid 
pi  a  friencHy  dmanwttisis^  during  lifis  residence  in  Madeira.  I'hey 
tontaid  a  v^ry  able  ahd  original  view  of*  tl>e  stale  of  disease  in 
the  early  ages  of  the  world,  not  founded  upon  any  ianciful  =ex*- 
^lan'aliou  of  tei*ra5,  but  deduced  from  a  sagacious  developmeaf 


orlRicl«9  w1)i<4i  liiive  liiriteHo  beeil  GoneehM  mid^ prrplmd 
and  imstflken,  but  MtfRorcntlT  inteNt^bie  leoguagie-  Ha  km 
l?kewito  finpponed  the  OodcIneloiiB  whJcb  he  has  dxmwn,  by  evif 
iienee  collected  Ironv  sources  not  us^iaMy  reaprled  lo  m  sadh  »# 
searches. 

Several  vears  ago,  Dr' Willaaa  made  a  oolectioii  of  oherra- 
tions,  in  ifbout  two  thousand  patients,  whh  a  view  to  an  invead^ 
gation  of  medical  physiognomji  or  tempemments,  chiefly  in  re* 
gard  to  the  diseases  to  which  each  variety  erf*  temperaiDeiit  is ^pet 
\''  l^uliarly  predisposed^  and  to  the  operatim  of  medijmea  on  tnem 
t*espectively.  In  the  prosecution  of  this  inquiry,  lie  |m>eiifaecl  aet 
vera!  drawings  (portraits)  illustrative  of  the  diaraetdriadc  imirks 
of  the  more  striking  varieties.  He  arrived  At  some  imertsling 
inferences  respecting  both  the  physical  and  moi^al  caacdtatiom 
connected  with  these  external  dnaraeters ;  but  he  did  not  <kefli 
the  n)atter  sufficiently  matured  to  lay  before  the  pubUe.  -   - 

In  conclusion,  we  must  not  omk  to  mention  a  juvenife  workf 
published  by  Dr  Wilian,  on  a  theological  subject  $  namelj^  a 
Life  of  Christ,  relived  in  the  wonk  of  uie  evangelists,  of  whose 
details  he  ^lelecled  those  partis  req»eetiv^  whi3i  w^re  most  liiB 
and  explicit  {  and  he  illustrated  the  whole  by  critical  notes  and 
explanations,  which  were  pturcicutartf  Aili  in  regard  to  the  dis- 
eases mentioned  by  those  sacred  writers.  A  second  edition  ef 
this  work,  with  additional  iNusthitioiis,  was{)uUished  in  iWSi^ 


Report  of  Diseases  treated  at  the  PUBLIC  DiSMXSjfltr,  (near 
Carey-Street) 9  Limdim^  Jnm  May  31,  to  Aug.  SI,  1812. 


ACVTM  DjSMdSMi. 


Tertiana,  .  •  « 
Febris  ..... 
Febris  iiifantam  remit. 
Febris  puerperalis  •  • 
Apoplexia  •  .  •  • 
Otalgia  ^  ..  •  .  » 
Cynancbe  tonsillaris  • 
■  ■   I      ■  <  parofidsea  . 


No.  of  Cases. 


Catarrhus 
pneumonia 
.pertussis,. 
"Variola  .^^ 


1 

do 

11 
1 
1 

r 

4 

23 
9 
S 

la 


No.  of 

Vancella      .    ^    •    ;    .    •  t 

Ruheolss  et  earum  sequ^  •  1$ 

Scarlatina 1 

Erysipdaa  ^    «    .     .     .    •  I 

Herpes  prosefpens     .    •    •  ) 

Cholera..    «..<•.  9 

Vomitus  ^iL    •    •    • 
Rbeumattsmiis  acutus 

Arthritis  rhevmatica      •    .  } 

Abortus  .    ^    •    •    ^    .    •  2 


;;1 
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CaKQNic  Diseases* 


Cephalsa    •    •     • 
Vertigo  ,     •     .     . 
Dysecoea   .     .      '•' 
Catarrhus  chronicds 
Asthma  et  Dyspnoea 
Haemoptysis     . 
Phthisis  » '  « '  * 
Dysphagia  *    • 
Ptyaltsmui  4    « 

ftrrosis  .  5  • 
Gasirodynifi  * 
t)yspepsia  •  • 
Hypochondriasis 

Jiepatalgia  .     . 
cterus    .     •     • 
Hepatitis  chronica 
Etiterodynia     • 
Colica  Pictonom 
Prolapsus  ani    « 
Hsemorrhois      . 
Diarrhoia     •     • 
Ascarides     «    • 
Marasmua    •    • 
Tabes  dorsalis  . 
Kephralgia,     4 
Itematuria  i»    4 
Enuresis  •     •     ^ 
Amenorrhcea    . 
Dysmenorrhoea 
Menorrhagia 
JLeucorrhcea 
bysteralgia 
Blenorrhoea  • 
Asthenia 
Hysteria      4 
Epilepsia     . 
Palpitatio    • 


No.  of  Cases. 

20 
8 
1 

19 
6 

18 

99 
2 
\ 
3 
2 

25 
2 
9 

•  4 
1 

11 
S 
2 
4 

19 
1 

11 
1 

1j2 
1 
3 
4 
1 

16 

25 
1 
1 

36 
6 
4 
2 


No.  of  Ci^es. 

Convulsio     •••.«•  I 

Tremor  ex  hydrargyfo  .     •  2 

Chorea  '••.....  2 

Fatuitas  ...••«.  1 

Paralysis      •;••..  $ 

Paraplegia  J    .    .     .    •     .  1 

Lumbago  et  stiattica  .    •    ••  7 

Rheumat.  chrdn,  •    •    ;    «  38 

Hydrothorax I 

Ascites  ;««.«*4  3 

Anasarca    •    •    •    .    1.    «  £{ 

Hydrops  tot.  (corporis    •    ..  ,   S 

Moliities  ossium   •    •    •    «  -1^ 

Hjscticfi  adolesccntium  •    •  1 

Scrofula  * •  4$ 

Lichen    ...«••.  2 

Prurigo  •     .     *     .     4     .     .  (j 

Lepra     4    •••.'.'    •  4f 

Psoriasis 3 

Erythema    •     .     .    '.     »    .  S 

Urticaria     ......  $ 

Roseola  4     ....    1  *.  ^ 

Intertrigo    ••••••  d 

Impetigo     4     •     •    .     •     .  1 

Porrigo  •     • 18 

Ecthyma      «.••••  1 

Scabies  .    « 8 

Sycosis 1 

Eczema  •••4*..  a 

Rupia .  1 

Aphthae, 3 

.    .  1 

.    .  1 

.    .  1 

.    .  2 

.     .  1 

•  1 


Acne 

Lupus  •  •  •  •  • 
Mollusca  •  •  •  • 
Tubera  syphiloidea  . 
Phthiriasis  .... 
Ulcera  mammillarum. 


The  whole  of  the  summer  months  has  been  cool,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  few  days  in  Juiie,  and  the  second  Week  of  July. 
At  timeS)  indeed,  even  in  the  month  of  August,  the  temperature 
hs8  been  actually  cold,  especially  in  the  mornings  and  evenin<^s. 
I'be  atmosphere  has  been  almost  constantly  cloudy,  so  that,  \oi 
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many  days  together,  the  sun  was  never  visible ;  and  hazy  wea« 
ther,  witn  light  and  drizzling  rains,  has  been  unusually  frequent 
for  the  seapon.     The  harvest,  and  the  productions  (h  summer 
generally,  have  been  considered  as  later  by  a  fortnight  than  hkx 
ordiriaiy  seasons* 

From  tliis  cool  state  of  the  weather,  the  occmrencepf  a  smal- 
ler proportjon  than  is  usual  of  bilious  diseases,  and  a  larger  pro- 
portion of  catarrhal  and  rheumatic  affeqtionsTnight  have  been  an- 
ticipated. The  .catarrhal  complaints,  however,  have  been  com-^ 
ptfrativdy  rare ;  although  rheumatism,  in  its  various  roodifica-^ 
tions,  has  been  frequent^  and  haemoptysis  and  pulmosary  con- 
sumption have  appeared  in  more  than  their  usual  propor-^ 
tion ;  and,  thougn  cholera  has  only  been  observed  in  two 
instances ;  yet  other  complaints  of  the  alimentary  canal,  such 
as  diarrhoea,  dysentery,  enterodynia,  gastrodynia,  hepatalgia, 
dyspepsia,  and  that  general  class  of  nervous  complaints,  under 
the  head  of  Asthenia,  which  is  connected  with  gastric  derange- 
ment, have  been  unusually  numerous.  Perhaps  this  circumstance 
h  attributable  to  the  daily  vicissitudes,  which  the  sharp  north  and 
east  winds,  th'at  have  commonly  prevailed,  produced  in  the  even- 
ings,* though  preceded  only  by  moderate  warmth  during  the  day* 
To  die  'game  cause,  probably,  is  to  be  ascribed  the  great  num-* 
ber  of  those  cutaneous  eruptions,  which  the  summer  usually  pro-* 
duces,  when  the  body  is  chilled,  after  being  heated  by  exercise^ 
carried  to  a  state  of  fatigue  and  perspiration ;  all  the  cases  of  e- 
xythema,  roseola,  lichen,  urticariat  eczema,  herpes,  and  psori- 
ai^s,  Gccui^red  in  and  after  the  second  week  of  July. 

The  contagious  exanthemata  havie  prevailed  to  a  considierable 
extent  this-  summer.  In  the  month  of  June,  the  measles  became 
'  very  general  amons  children  and  young  persona;  but,  as  is  usual 
in  mud  weather,  all  the  cases  that  fell  under  our  notice,  with 
one  exception,  went  through  their  course  without  any  very 
Urgent  symptoms.  In  the  case  excepted,  the  prostration  of 
strength  at  the  close  of  the  eruption  was  considerable,  and  the 
fading  efflorescence  became  intermixed  with  a  crop  of  petechise. 
As  there  was  apparently  no  local  congestion,  however,  the  de- 
<k>ctidn  of  cinchona,,  with  sulphuric  acid,  and  a  Utile  wine,  was^ 
administered,  and  the  chiFd  speedily  recovered.  In  general,  a 
spontaneous  diarrhoea  occurred,  sometimes  on  the  second  day  of 
fbe  eruption,  and  sometimes  at  the  period  of  its  decline,  which 
contributed,  as  is  usual,  *  to  ameliorate  the  severity  of 'the  fe-^ 
f>rile  symptoms:  where  it  did  not  appear  spontaneously,  a  laxa^^ 

*- 

*  See  Dr  \yillan's  Treatise  on  Cataneous  Diseases,.  Order  UL* 
^.253. 
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tiVe  of  calomel  and  rhubarb  seamed  to  alleviate  the  severity  ot 
the  fever.  In  some  cases,  however,  notwithstanding  the  dis- 
ease had  gone  through  its  course  in  this  moderaite  way,  some, 
severe  symptoms  of  locatl  congestion  occurred  on  the  dech'ne  of 
the  rash,  or  eten  later  during  the  Conv^escence  of  the  patients. 
A  severe  ear-acfa  recurred  twice,  in  one  instance,  aftei*  the  rash 
and  fever  hkd  altogether  disappeared,  and  was  removed  by 
leeches.  The  Itings  suffered  from  a  similar  determination  of 
blood  in  other  instances;  and,  whete  active  remedies  were  o- 
mitted  to  be  used,  a  cough,  with  expectoration,  remained  trou- 
blesome for  a  considerable  tinfie;  but  it  readily  yielded  to  the  ope- 
ration of  leeches  and  blisters  in  the  cotnmencement  of  the  attack; 
In  one  or  two  cases,  the  diarrhoea,  instead  of  a  tempor^ty  and 
salutary  discharge,  became  chronid,  and  was  attended  with  a 
febricula,  patched  fips,  a  circumscribed  flush  on  the  cheeks, 
shrinking  of  the  features^  a  dry  skin,  and  mueh  debility.  Slight 
alteratives,  especially  the  hydrarg)rrus  cum  creta,  with  antimo- 
nials,  and  light  nourishment 5  appeared  to  relieve  this  affection' 
m  a  short  time. 

The  chicken- po3i  was  also  pretalent  it  the  ^mfe  time,  but  front 
its  mildness  it  seldom  becomes  an  object  of  attention  at  pdblic' 
institutions,  esccept  for  the  purpose  of  determining  its  ji^ture. 
It  occurred  in  several  famiMes  of  respectability  in  the  nei^bour- 
hood  of  Russell  Square,  but  without  any  remarkable  symptoms^ 
except  that,  in  one  child,  on  the  evening  preceding  the  appear- 
ance o^  the  vesicles,  an  universal  red  rasn  covered  the  skin,  ac^ 
companied  with  extreme  b^at  and  tingling,^  but  disappeared  be-' 
fore  momin£:«  when  the  varicella  came  out. 

The  smalPpox,  whieh  appeared  here  and  the^e  within  the  dis-' 
trict  of  the  Dispensary,  in  the  month  of  June,  has'  unfortunate-' 
]y  been  prevalent  to  a  great  extent,  perhaps  universally  through- 
out the  metropolis^  in  the  two  succeeding  months,  and  continues' 
to  swell  the  weekly  bills  of  mortality.  It  i^  melancfyoly  to  reflect 
on  the  immense  proportion  of  the  children  of  the  lower  classes 
that  are  exposed  to  the  infection  of  this  pestilence^  in  conse- 
quence of  the  weak  prejudices  of  the  parents  gainst  the  securi'^ 
ty,  or  the  salutary  nature,  of  vacdnation.  The  influence  of 
tnese  prejudices,  we  have  been  sorry  to  observe,  has,  in  som6 
instances,  extended  to  those  who  had  obtained  the  security  of 
taceination  for  their  elder  children;  and  in  spite  of  th^  living 
evidence  daily  before  their  eyes,  had  produced,  in  some  a  careless 
state  of  doubt  or  indifference,  in  others  a  total  want  of  confi- 
dence in  it,  so  that  their  younger  ib&nts  were  now  labouring 
under  small-pox.  All  the  cases  in  our  list  recovered ;  but  w^ 
heard  of  many  instances  of  fatality;  and  some  of  the  recent  bilh 
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of  iho^uLHy  have  exhibited  sixty  deaths  by  small-pox  in  the 
week  !  Can  the  caricaturists^  and  pamphleteers,  i^od  cow-pox 
chroniclers,  who  are  accessory  to  the  spreading  of  this  murder- 
oua  contagion,  still  complacently  urge  their  humane  plea,  that 
the  small-pas  is  a  merciful  provision  of  Prqividence  for  the  poor 
marif  by  diminishiug  the  burthen  of  his  family  J  * 

In  explanation  of  one  or  two  terms,  in  the  forgoing  list,  it 
may  be  observed,  that  the  appellation  of  Rupia  waa  not  men-* 
tioned  in  the  enumeration  of  genera  in  Dr  Willan^s  classifica-^ 
tion,  as  he  had  included  the  eruption  under  the  pustular  genus 
Ecthyma ;  but  as  it  i»  vesicular  91  the  commencement,  is  not  sur- 
rounded by  the  red  elevated  b:^e,  and  is  covered  with  a  thin 
loose  ^cab,  in  which  circumstances  it  differs  from  ecthyma  in  ex« 
tJ^r^al  appearance,  though  it  coincides  in  those  of  its  origin  in 
many  cases,  he  intended  to  separate  it  under  ^bis  title,  which  isv 
derived  from  ^^«(,  serdes.  The  Herpes  proserpens  differs  firom 
the  Herpes  circinans,  which  includes  shingles,  principally  in  the 
situation  and  line  of  its  march  :•  instead  of  gpif^  rov^,  or  en- 
circling the  limb,  it  proceeds  longitudinally  in  the  direction  o^ 
the  muscles,  by  successive  patches  of  vesicles.  This  is  invari- 
ably the  progress  of  herpes  affecting  the  extremities;-  while  that 
of  the  trunk,  neck,  mouth,  and  eyelids,  encircles  the  parts  on: 
which  it  appears.  Under  the  head  of  syphiloid  tubera,  I  have 
put  dpwn  two  cases  bf  an  eruption,  described  in  a  former  re- 
port, +  which  is  not  referable  to  any  o^  Dr  Willan's  genera  ofj 
tubercles,  nojr  does  it  properly  associate  with  the  scaly  djiaeases 
described  by  him.  It  is,  however,,  very  uniform  in  i^  appear*, 
ance,  insomiich  that  one  drawing,  whicn  Iprocqiied  of  die  erup- 
tion, has  accurately  represented  aU  the  other  cases  that  have  oc- 
curred to  me.  If  farther  observations  coincide  with>  tfiose  air 
ready  made,  I  shall  lay  the  cases  before  the  public. 

Several  of  the  examples  of  dysentery  and  diarrheea  were  ac- 
companied with  severe  pains  in  the  belly,  recurring  in  paroxysm» 
at  short  intervals,  and,  after  continuing  in  this  way  a  few  oays^ 
with  tension  and  tenderness  of  the  belly,  and  slight  feverishness* 
In  these  cases  blisters  were  applied  with  little  or  no  benefit;,  but 
where  the  pains  and  tenderness,  were  very  gi*eat,  the  application 
of  leeches  to  the  abdomen  was  eminent^  useiul.  Internally 
small  doses  of  calomel  and  ipecacuanha,  or  antimonial  powder, 
combined  with  the  extract  of  poppy,  and  given  twice  a  day,  af- 


♦  See  Mr  Birch's  "  Serious  Reasons  for  uniformly  opposing  Vac 
cfciatlon.'*  1807. 
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forded  great  alleviation  to  the  symptoms,  producing  a  discharge 
of  mu^y  light-coloured  and  offensive  matter  from  the  bowe^^ 
apparently  in  larger  quantity  than  the  whole  of  the  ingesta. 
IJntil  these  motions  as&umed  the  colour,  consistence,  and  odout 
of  healthy  faeces,  or  became  highly  charged  with  a  dar4c  yellow- 
ish green  matter,  of  a  tarry  or  oleaginous  appearance,  (which 
jseemed  to  be  the  precursor  of  healthy  secretions),  the  symptoms 
were  riot  materially  relieved,  and  never  permanently.  In  on^ 
-case,  which  had  commenced  as  cholera,  tjiese  medicines  produ- 
ced only  partial  relief;  and  delirium,  with  a  brown  dry  tongue, 
frequent  small  pulse,  prostration  of  strength,  and  other  typhoid 
^jmptoms  ensued^  and  terminated  fatally.  Ql .  B. 

Bedford-Emy  Aug.  Si ^  iSi'2. 


To  the  Editor  ojfhe  Edinburgh  Medical  andCMrargical  JournaL  * 

SiK, — My  attention  has  been  lately  called  to  an  article  in  your 
Journal,  containing  a  Review  of  Mr  Phillips's  Examination  of 
the  last  edition  of  die  Pharmacopoeia  Londinensis,  the  perusal 
of  which  has  given  ine  the  utmost  surprise.  Neither  with  the 
opinions  of  the  reviewer  on  Mr  Phillips's  publication,  nor  with 
the  remarks  upon  the  College  of  Physicians  have  I,  at  present, 
any  concern,  but  shall  confine  myself  entirely  to  some  reflections 
of  his  (Ml  the  London  -Society  of  Apothecaries. 

The  writer  informs  us  in  this  review,  **  That  the  Society  of 
Apothecaries  claims  a  little  more  attention,  not  for  appointing 
«  committee  for  the  purpose  of  tiooperating  with  the  College  in 
the  use  of  their  extensive  laboratory,  and  in  bringing  to  the  test 
of  that  sort  of  experiment  upon  a  large  scale,  which  could  alone 
render  the  suggestions  of  science  practically  -useful,  the  several 
— — / 

*  In  die  exercise  of  our  censorial  functions,  -it  is  our  earnest  en- 
deavour to  be,  at  all  times,  just  and  impartial ;  but  critics,  notwith- 
standing the  high  tone  which  they  consider  themselves  autborized  to 
assume,  are  not  infallible ;  and  we  cannot  hope  that  we  haye  never 
vnisunderstood  or  misrepresented  the  statements  and  opinions  pf  o- 
thers,  to  which  we  have  had  occasion  to  allude.  We  arc,  however, 
always  ready  to  make  every  reparation  in  our  power,  when  we  know 
that  we  have  done  wrong,  and  to  give  poblictty  to  any  proper  expla- 
nation or  reply  from  those  who  may  consider  themselves  injured  by 
4>ur  remarks.  To  Mr  Field  we  return  our  thanks,  for  the  polite  and 
candid  manner  in  which  he  has  defended  the  worshipful  Company  of 
Apothecaries,  against  the  animadversions  contained  in  the  review  of 
J^Jr  Phillips's  work,  inserted  in  our  last  Number. — Editor. 
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processes  which  were  communicated  by  the  -G^llege ;  but  fer 
grossly  misleading  and  deceiving  the  College,  ana  for  openly 
contravening  its  injunctions,  which  the  said  society  is  specially 
hound  to  obey. 

**  It  is  evident  that  the  worthy  Company  of  Apothecaries  did 
pot  inform  the  College,  how  many  of  the  suggestions  of  science 
they  found  to  be  improper,  extravagant,  or  absolutely  impracti- 
.cable ;  and,  jt  is  probable,  thev  pever  communicated  to  the  Col- 
lege the  processes  they  themselves  employed,  but  rather  careful* 
ly  concealed  them,  as  precious  nostrums. " 

Such  is  the  firjf  charge  brought  against  the  Society  of  Appthe* 
caries-T-a  society,  ^ho  have  hitherto  maintained  a  character,  both 
as  professional  men,  and  as  a  comipercial  cqmpany,  not  onty  ir- 
reproachable, but,  I  had  almost  said,  above  suspicion. 

It  will  naturally  be  expected,  that  so  severe  an  accusation,  as 
that  which  I  have  now  recited,  would  have  been  supported  bjr 
adequate  evidence;  but  this  is  so  far  from  being  the  case,  that 
no  shadow  of  proof  whatever  is  adduced  to  substantiate  it.  It  is 
\well  known,  that  prejudice,  however  unfounded,  when  once.exr 
cited  in  the  public  mind,  is  frequently  with  difficulty  removed. 
I  should,  therefore,  think  myself  wanting  injustice  to  the  Society 
of  Apothecaries,  of  which  I  have  long  had  the  honour  to  be  a 
member,  if  1  were  to  be  silent  upon  an  occasion,  in  which  it  is 
^completely  in  my  power  to  contradict  such  false  and  injurious 
statements ;  and  I  am  satisfied  that  your  candour  will  readily 
■  consent  to  insert  this  letter  in  your  next  Journal,  that  the  refu- 
tation may  be  as  extensively  circulated  as  the  charge  has  been. 

Having  bpen  a  member  of  the  committee  appointed  to  confer 
with  the  committee  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  for  the  purpose 
|pf  reforming  the  Pharmacopoeia  Londinensis,  I  do  most  distinctly 
state  and  aver,  that  no  reservation  whatever  was  made  on  the 
part  of  the  Committee  of  Apothecaries  upon^  that  occasion,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  they  felt  themselves  bound  by  every  sense  of 
jpropriety,  and  of  their  duty  to  the  public,  to  reply,  to  wie  best  qf 
their  knowledge  and  ability,  to  all  the  question?  put  to  them  by 
the  College;  which  questioiis  were  generally  in  writing,  as  were 
also  the  answers  returned  by  the  committee,  and  may,  therefore, 
be  easily  referred  to.  At  the  frequent  conferences  which  took 
place  between  the  two  committees,  they  made  a  point  of  giving 
*  every  information  in  their  power,  that  could  tend  to  assist  thfe 
purpose  of  improving  a  work,  in  which  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
iminity  was  much  interested ;  the  satisfactory  completion  of 
which,  I  will  venture  to  add,  witliout  fear  of  contradiction,  botl) 
|,hc  College  of  Physicians  and  they  had  greatly  at  heart 
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.  If  any  additional  evidence  should  be  estoemed  necessary  to 
confirm  my  assertion,  relative  to  the  cooperation  of  the  society, 
it  may  be  found  in  the  following  extract  from  the  preface  to  the 
Specimen  Pharmac.  Novae  CoUeg.  Reg.  Medic.  Lpndin. 

Under  the  head  of  processes,  the  Collie  observe,  *'  It  is  par- 
ticularly incumbent  uppn  the  committee,  to  acknowledge  the  great 
advantage  they  have  derived  from  the  liberal  communications  of 
the  Society  of  Apothecaries^  with  respect  to  the  practice  of  their 
extensive  concern. " 

Let  me  here  guard  against  ^  enror,  which  the  review  writer 
appears  to  have  fallen  into,  namely,  that  of  imagining  an  equal 
degree  of  responsibility  to  be  attached  to  the  Society  of  Apouie- 
caries  in  the  formation  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  as  to  the  College 
of  Physicians.  I  have  already  explained  the  part  which  the  C!omi- 
mittee  of  Apothecaries  took  in  the  business.  It  must  naturally 
be  expected,  that  the  College  would  reserve  to  themselves  a  final 
adjudication  respecting  the  several  articles,  about  which  they 
jthouffht  it  right  to  take  the  opinions  of  others ;  in  consequence 
of  which,  while  their  judgment  might  direct  them  to  adopt 
some  of  the  suggestions  orored  to  mem,  they  would  r^ect  o- 
tbers  'f  and,  indeed,  it  was  only  in  a  portion,  comparatively  small^ 
of  the  formulas  contained  in  t^e  Pharmacopoeia,  that  the  com% 
jalttee  were  consulted. 

Having  thus  endeavoured  to  repel  the  first  charge  brought 
against  the  Society  of  Apothecaries,  I  proceed  to  the  second 
ground  of  accusation,  which  your  reviewer  calls  the  ^*  worst  of 
ail,  '*  and  goes  on  to  say^  *'  Mr  Phillips  has  proved  that  Apothe* 
caries'  Hall,  from  which  every  practitioner  has  a  right  to  expect 
genuine  medicines,  prepared  strictly  according  to  we  directions 
of  the  College,  is  in  the  habit  of  furnishing  spurious  and  inferior 
articles.  '* 

This  is,  undoubtedly^  a  very  severe  accusation ;  and,  were  it 
founded  in  truth,  such  conduct  would  justly  deserve  every  epi- 
thet pf  reprehension  which  public  indignation  could  impose.  But 
that  ihis  accusation  is  not  true,  the  decided  opinion  oi  the  public 
in  their  favour,  derived  firom  long  experience  of  the  general  ex- 
oellence  of  the  medicines  prepared  at  Apothecaries'  HaU,  must 
be  conclusive  evidence.  When  it  is  considered  that  these  me- 
dicines traverse  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe, — that  the  royxd 
navy  has  been  supplied  with  them  for  more  than  a  century, — 
and  also  the  various  settlements  under  the  flast  India  Company's 
jurisdiction, — that  a  great  propqrtign  of  those  medical  practi- 
tioners, who  value  themselves  upon, the  superiority  of  (heir  inedir 
ciaes,  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  both  members  of  the  Society, 
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and  men  uneonnected  with  it,  give  a  preference  to  tbe  same 
medicines, — that  the  preference  of  such  men,  who  are  themselves 
competent  iudges,  is,  in  itself,  an  argument  of  great  weight. 
When  all  tnese  circumstances  are  duly  considered,  it  must  surely 
convince  every  unprejudiced  mind,  that  nothing,  but  want  of  in- 
formation upon  the  subject,  can  excuse  the  advancing  such  un« 
founded  charges. 

As  the  reviewer,  however,  has  brought  forward  some  evidence^ 
which  he  considers  a3  substantiating  this  accusation  of  furnishing 
spurious  and  inferior  articles,  it  will  be  right  to  examine  the  na- 
ture and  validity  of  his  proofs. 

He  begins  with  the  variations  in  specific  gravity  of  severd 
medicines  prepared  at  Apothecaries'  Hall,  compared  widi  the 
6ame  articles  as  prepared  by  Mr  Phillips. 
*  '  |n  almost  all  the  articles  here  brought  forward,  the  variations 
are  eittremely  small,  much  too  minute  to  be  of  any  consequence 
in  a  medi^^inal  view. 

When -the  College  speaks  of  specific  gravity,  it  must  be  und^-- 
Stood  only  of  a  medium  gravity,  determined  by  the  result  of 
several  exiperiments,  and  not  as  a  fixed  point,  which  will  invari* 
ably  occur  in  the  product  of  every  process,  *  even  when  conduct^ 
ed  in  a  method  pjrecisely  similar :  add  to  which,  that  the  smalk 
est  variation  in  temperature  will  so  far  disturb  the  result,  as  to 
render  perfect  exactness  scarcely  attainable ;  nor,  if  attainable, 
would  it  be  of  the  smallest  importance  either  to  the  physiciaii 
or  to  the  patient.  I  might  here  observe,  that  where  specific 
gravity  is  not  stated  by  the  College  as  a  test  of  the  perfection  of 
a  medicine,  an  operator  does  not  seem  to  be  imder  an  obligation 
to  attend  minutely  to  that  circumstance.  If  he  is  satisfied  that 
he  has  used  the  w^t  materials,  and  bas«  iii  every  other  respect, 
strictly  attended  to  the  directions  given,  he  does  not  appear  liable 
to  censure  for  any  little  variation  in  gravity.  »'     ' 

The  variation  m  specific  gravity  stated  to^  exist  in  Liquor  Am- 
moniae,  as  prepared  at  Apothecaries'  Hall,  and  in  the  same  artn^le, 
as  prepared  by  Mr  Phillips,  is  the  only  difierence^sufficicntly  im^ 
}x)riant  to  merit  particular  attention.  In  orde#  to  receive  an  ex- 
planation of  this  circumstance,  it  must  be  recollected^  that  tboil^ 
It  is  admitted  to  be  the  bounden  duty  of  the  Socitetv  of '  Apothe* 
caries,  to  provide  every  medicine  directed  in  the  New  I^ndod 

■I   ■     . «      .       I  ■  ■ 

*  See  the  article,  Acidum  Aceticum,  in  Dr  Powel's  translation, 
where  the  specific  gravity  is  stated  to  diffi^r  from  1.007  to  1.0095.   « 
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PharmacdpOEiia)  tliey  are  by  no  means  to  be  considered  as  pre^ 
ijnded  from  keeping  in  their  shop  every  former  preparation,  which 
the  public,  whether  professional  men  or  others,  may  think  it  right 
lo  employ.  Such  is  the  partiality  frfeqiiently  discovered  in  favour 
^f  ren^ies  to  which  we  have  been  long  used,  that  it  required 
a  great  length  of  time  to  reconcile  us  to  new  medicines,  notwith- 
standing they  may  be  superior  to  the  old  ones,  both  in  elegancfe 
Bhd  efficacy.  Maify  ihstahces  might  be  adduced  in  proof  of  this : 
f— To  mention  only  one.  The  old  Elixir  paregoricum  is  still  pre* 
ferred  by  many  to  Tinctura  opii  camphorata  of  the  former  Phftr* 
macopoeia,  and  to  the  Tinctura  camphors^  composita  of  the  pre*- 
sait.  All  the  three  articles  are,  therefore,  now  prepared  at 
Apothecaries*  Hall. 

It  will  easily  be  conceived,  that  the  diflference  in  the  strength 
of  the  Aqua  ammonise  pura*  of  the  former  Pharmacopceia,  and 
the  Liquor  ammonias  of  the  present,  might  induce  many  persons 
to  prefer  the  former,  which  is  considerably  weaker  than  the  lat- 
ter, as  more  convenient  for  use  in  the  divisioti  of  doses.  This 
has  been  actually  the  case ;  and  though  both  of  them  are  pi*e- 
pared  for  sale  at  the  Hall,  very  little  of  the  latter  is  called  for,  iit 
comparison  with  the  deroancl  for  the  Aqua  ammonias  piirse^ 
i¥bich  was  undoubtedly  the  article  purchased  by  Mr  Phillips  i 
and  the  difference  in  the  specific  gravity  of  these  two  prepara* 
tioDs,  sufficiently  accounts  for  the  variations  observed  by  him. 

The  preceding  remarks  upon  the  old  and  new  preparations 
appty,  if  possible,  more  fon:ibly  to  the  acetous  solution  of  lead^ 
of  the  former  and  present  pharmacopoeias.  The  colour  and  ge* 
neral  appearance  of  the  old  and  popular  remedy  of  Goulard's 
extract  are  too  Well  known  to  permit  the  modern  Liquor  plumbi 
acetatis,  which  is  much  paler  in  colour,  satisfactorily  to  supply 
its  place. 

The  Liquor  ferri  alkalini  comes  ne^tt  under  observation,  to 
which  Mr  Phillips  appears  to  have  given  a  degree  of  attention, 
more  proportional  to  its  novelty  as  an  article  of  mcdicihb,  thaa 
tio  k&  real  importance.  :     .  v      . 

It  is  not  to  be  denied,  that  when  this  preparation  was  first 
made  at  Apothecaries'  Hall,  the  proper  mode  of  proceeding  ia 
it  was  not  perfectly  understood,  and  the  composition,  in  conso- 
4]uctlce  €X  this,  was  incorrect.  It  happened  unfortunately,  that 
a  portion  of  this  imperfect  composition  was  procured  by  Mr 
Phillips,  for  the  purpose  of  experiment,  and  the  results  were 
very  probably  such  as  he  has  stated  in  his  publication.  The  er* 
ror  was,  however,  soon  discovered,  and  immediately  rectified^ 
The  preparation  since  made,  is  as  perfect  as  possible,  and  an- 
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pwers  cmrecUy  to  the  application  of  the  several  tests  staled  by 
Mr  Pliillips^ 

I  the  reviewer  had  given  an  additional  extract  from  that  wri- 
ter, which  tends  to  show  the  facility  with  which  the  directions 
for  preparing  this  medicine  may  be  misunderstood,  it  would  have 
explained  this  circumstance  more  satis&ctorily*  The  extract  to 
which  I  refer  is  as  follows. 

**  Upon  coniparing  these  statements,  it  will  be  evident,  that  the 
solution  procured  at  Apothecaries'  Hall  is  an  oxynitrate  of  iron, 
containing  much  nitric  acid  in  excess ;  probably  also  some  nitre.  I 
have  already  stated  that  the  alcali  now  ordered  is  more  than  requi- 
site to  saturate  the  acid,  although  not  sufficient  to  dissolve  the  oxyde 
of  iron  ;  the  medicine  which  I  have  just  described  must  therefore 
have  been  prepared  by  increasing  the  quantity  of  acid,  as  advised  by 
iDr  Powell,  omitting  a  proportional  increase  of  alcali  to  saturate  it : 
the  solution  of  iron  being  tlien  added  to  that  of  the  alcali,  until  no 
further  effervescence  ensued.  ** 

The  only  remaining  article  requiring  our  notice,  is  Potassas 
supersulphas,  which. is  seldom,  if  ever,  used  medicinally.  The 
quantity  procured  by  Mr  Phillips  from  Apothecaries'  Hall  se^ns 
to  have  been  incorrectly  prepared.  This  incorrectness  probably 
arose  from  the  difficulty  which  he  himself  has  stated  to  attend 
the  process,  when  conducted  exactly  in  the  manner  directed  by 
the  pharmacopoeia,  and  is  applicable  only  to  the  salt  procured  at* 
an  early  period  after  the  first  publication  of  that  book.  1  have 
examined  it  as  now  made  at  the  Sodety's  Laboratory,  and  have 
reason  to  believe  it  peifectly  accurate  in  its  composition. 

Haying  thus  endeavoured  to  explain  the  causes  of  those  vari- 
ations in  the  chemical  compositions  noticed  by  Mr  Phillips, 
from  what  he  discovered  in  the  same  articles  prepared  by  him* 
self;  variations,  which  if  the  same  rigid  investigation  was  pursued 
to  detect  them,  would  be,  doubtless,  found  in  preparations  made 
at  difierent  periods  of  time,  by  every  practical  chemist ;  I  have 
only  to  add,  that  being  personally  engaged  in  the  management  of 
that  very  important  department  of  the  Dusiness  of  the  Socie^  of 
Apothecaries,  which  relates  to  the  ptirchasing  of  drugs,  I  can^ 
from  my  own  knowledge,  assert,  that  the  utmost  attention  is  gi- 
ven, at  all  times,  to  procure  tlie  best  articles  that  the  market  wiO 
afford,  without  any  regard  to  superiority  of  price ;  and  that, 
both  in  the  chemical  and  galenical  branches  of  that  extensive 
establishment,  every  possible  care  is  taken,  by  the  dailv  inspec- 
|ion  of  the  managers  during  the  processes,  that  they  shall  be  pro- 
|)eily  conducted  ;  which  inspection  is  repeated,  previously  to  the 
pediclne  being  exposed  to  sale,  tofscertain  that  its  quaiity  is  in 
^yery  respect  free  from  defect. 


/ 
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A  writer,  residing  several  hundred  miles  from  the  metropolis^ 
must  necessarily  be  unacquainted  with  these  circumstances :  but, 
though  this  Ignorance  may  be  considered  as  a  very  sufficient 
reason  for  instituting  liberal  inquiry  and  calm  investigation,  it 
can  never  be  admitted  an  apology  for  indiscriminate  censure, 
«nd  unjust,  because  unfounded,  condemnation. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  great  respect,  your«  &c. 

Henry  Field. 
Chrisfs  Hospital,  London,  2 1st  Aug.  1812. 


Mi 


Extracts  Jrom  a  Letter  to  Dr  Duncan,  Jun.,  ^written  by  a 

Physician  in  London. 

I.OftMe  Sudden  and  unexpected  Deaths  in  the  Acute  Rheumatism. 

Probably  every  physician  of  long  and  extensive  practice  in 
this  country,  has  had  occurrences  of  death,  in  the  acute  rheuma- 
tism, after  being  in  a  state  of  delirium  for  a  few  hours,  or  some- 
times instantly,  without  any  symptoms  of  disease  previously.  In 
5uch  cases  of  late,  there  has  been  found,  on  dissection,  inflamma-  y 
tion  of  the  heart ;  and,  however  inexplicable  the  sudden  death 
may  be  from  this  morbid  state,  still  many  persons  are  disposed  to 
believe  that  there  is  some  connexion  between  them ;  especially 
4s,  in  some  instances,  the  symptoms  of  affection  of  the  heart  does 
subsist  for  several  days,  or  longer,  before  death.  In  the  goutf 
sudden  and  unexpected  deaths  occur  still  oflener  than  in  the 
rheumatism  $  but  inflammation  of  the  heart,  perhaps,  has  not  been 
noticed,  which,  however,  is  quite  as  likely  to  occur,  and  be  the 
occasion  of  the  fatal  termination,  as  in  the  other  disease.  In* 
quiry  by  dissection  is  wanted  to  ascertain  this  point. 


2*  Of  different  Kinds  of  Fen  Miasmata. 

The  marsh  fevei's  and  the  disease  of  sheep  called  the  rot,  often 
prevailing  at  the  same  time,  in  the  same  kinds  of  wet  land,  Dr 
garrison  concluded,  that  the  occasional  cause  was  similar  for 
both  diseases.  That  this  is  not  the  truth,  is  proved  by  the  ab- 
sence  of  the  disease  of  sheep  in  some  of  the  most  infested  dis- 
tricts with  fevers.  The  marsh  of  Chitney,  near  Rochester,  is 
one  of  the  best  sheep-pastures  in  England ;  the  rot  never  occurs 
;n  it ;  but  it  is  really  uninhabitable,  on  account  of  its  producing 
intermittent  and  remittent  fevers.  This  fact  seems  to  show,  that 
there  are  different  kinds  of  ^liasmata  in  fens.  Also,  Dr  Harrison 
lias  lately,  proved,  that  the  rot  is  not  occasioned  by  any  kind  of 
herb  eaten  by  the  animals,  for  they  became  diseased  with  th^ 
rot,  although  they  were  secured  against  the  effects  of  grass  fooij 
py  muzzling  thenit 
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S.  Of  the  gi'cat  Injury  of  the  Brain^  'ooithout  Symptoms* 

It  is  true  that  a  considerable  suppuration  of  the  brain  with 
much  water  takes  place,  without  disordering  greatly  any  of  the 
V  organs,  viz.  little  increase  of  the  circulation,  no  dyspnoea,  no  con- 
stipation of  the  bowels,  no  pain  of  the  head,  no  railare  of  the  ap- 
petite, nor  delirium,  till  within  a  few  days  of  dissolution.  DiJata* 
tion  of  the  pupils  was  observed  for  a  few  hours  at  times,  during 
three  weeks  before  death,  but  otherwise  the  sight  was  not  affected* 

4.  Erythema, 

A  person  has  been  uniformly  affected  with  erythema  of  the 
face,  during  the  last  six  or  seven  }  ears,  every  time  he  opens  a 
bottle  containing  the  liquid  nitre- muriate  of  platina,  within  two 
y  or  three  feet  distance,  and  without  touching  the  face.     The  same 

effect  is  produced  by  opening  a  bottle  containing  dry  ammonia* 
oxide  of  platina.  If  the  smallest  particle  of  these  substances  b^ 
brought  into  contact  with  the  face,  even  the  fingers,  though 
they  be  c  irefully  wiped  after  touching  these  preparations,  if  they 
come  in  contact  with  the  face,  the  erythema  is  excited.  It 
spreads  rapidly  over  the  skin  of  the  face,  feeling  very  hot,  itching 
extremely  j  of  course,  occasioning  a  pale  rose-red  colour.  In  two, 
three,  or,  at  most,  four  hours,  this  slight  disease  disappears^. 
Wetting  the  affe-cted  parts  with  cold  water,  frequently  gives 
great  relief,  and  especially  with  rectified  spirit  of  wine. 

5.  Of  the  Matter  of  I'ulmonary  Tuberdes, 

This  matter  is  certainly  not.  glandular,  as  some  great  names 
have  asserted,  but  it  is  as  much  out  of  the  circulation  as  the  nrin^ 
itself,  or  any  other  secreted  substance.  It  is  coagulated  lytopb, 
at  least  it  has  many  properties  of  that  substance,  as  shown  by 
chemistry.  It  is  a  secreted  matter,  excited  bv  a  great  number  of 
different  diseases,  analogous  to  the  occasional  causes  of  dropsy. 


Medical  Lectures  in  tie  University  of  Edinbttrgk. 

Dietetics,  Materia  Medica,  and  ' 
^    Pharmacy       -      -      -      - 
Practice  of  Physic 
Chemistry  &  Chemical  Pharmacy 
^i'heory  of  Physic      -      .      - 
Anatomy  and  Surgery    - 


Dr  James  Home. 

t    ^^'    J    91    Dr  Gregory. 

^  Oct. 28  1    ?  I  S'  u^ 

I  11  I    Dr  Duncan,  sen. 

[   1  J    Drs  Monro. 

L,  m  Tt      .'       c\/r-j^'r        /To.  Nov.  10.  7   Dr  James  Ham3» 

•  Theory  &  Practice  of  Midwifery   |    g  o'clock,    j      ton. 

•JMUitaTy  Surgery,  Monday,  Nov.  9,  by  Dr  Thomson. 
.Medical  Jurispi  udence,  Saturday,  Nov.  14,  by  Dr  Dunca'^j  jun. 
-Natural  History,  Wednesday,  Noy,  25,  by  Mr  Jateesoi^.  " 


Ifff^  M^icalLecfuSreSn  5S5 

Clinical  Lectures,  on  the  Cases  of  Patients  in  the  Royal  Infirmary, 
by  Dr  Home  and  Dc  Rutherford,  Tuesday,  November  10,  at  4?  o'clocfc 
jJltemooD, 

Clinical  Surgery  by  Mr  Rv^ssell,  on  Monday,  November  2,  at  5 
P.M. 

rractical  Anaton^,  under  the  supe^ntendance  of  D^  Monro,  jon. 
who  will  also  give  a  course  of  Morbid  Anatomy. 

During  the  Summer  S^ssion^  Lectures  mil  be  given  on  the/blhonnj^ 

Branches  of  Education, 

Botany,  l^  Dr  Rutherford. 

Midwifery,  by  Dr  Hamilton. 

Clinical  Lectures  on  Medicine,  by  Dr  Duncan,  sen. 

■  — 'T—  on  Surgery,  by  Mr  Russell. 


On  the  <24th  of  June,  the  Senatns  Academicus  of  tbe  Univ^- 
^ty  of  Edinburgh  conferred  the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicincr 
on  the  following  gentlemen^  after  .having  gone  through  the  ap- 
pointed examinations,  and  pi|}}Iic)y  defended  their  respective  in- 
augural dissertations. 

From  EifOLANih> 

J&meM  Barry,  jpe  Merocele, 

Henry  Stephens  Belcombe,  De  Febre  Hecttca. 

Andrew  Boutftower,  De  Vulneribus  PraUo  infRctis. 

John  Churton,  De^  Sanguine  Mittendo. 

Joseph  Collier  Cockworthy.  {%^?^7^:^tZZ'''^ 

John  Dick,  Da  Ossium  Ahsorbentis. 

Marshall  Hall,  De  Febrilms  Inordinatis, 

Jonathan  Mercer  M*Culloch,  De  Malis  Icto  Capite  exortis^ 

George  Wall  is,  D^  Motu  Musculorum, 

Francis  Wbaley,  De  Febribus. 

Richard  Williams,^  De  Flwcit  Hcermrrhoidali, 

From  Wales, 

Francis  James  Hughei^  De  Cakis  Usu  in  Agrift^tura^ 

James  C.  Jones,  De  Anginq  Pectoris* 

From  IkSLAND, 

William  John  Bell,  D^  Typho, 

William  Campion,  De  Tetano. 

r         -o  /-I       1  { De  Fabrica  et  Functionihus  Pulmo-^ 

James  F.  Crrol,  |     „^^ 

Henry  Clements,  De  Apoplexia. 

Samuel  Forbes  Crawford,  De  Scarlatina. 

John  Foley,  De  Diabett. 


52S 


Graiuatum  ai  EditAurgh  in  I81?« 


Occ; 


Victor  Herview, 
Henry  Irwin, 
Samuel  Lindsay, 
Thomas  Putnam  M^Cabe, 


William  Ryan, 
Thomas  Charlton  Speer, 

George  Barclay, 
WDliam  Bell, 
Alexander  Hannay, 
Richard  Kellet, 
Neil  Maxwell* 
John  Robertson, 
William  Robertson^ 
Robert  Sanders^ 
David  Scotty 

John  Smithy 

James  Watson, 

John  William  Watson, 

James  Weir, 

Colin  Campbell* 

Augustus  £.  Dalzell* 

James  Carden, 
Andrew  Kennedy, 

William  Bruce, 
James  Mouat, 

Nicholas  C.  Pitta, 


De  Tetano. 

De  Fulneribus  Sclopiticis: 

De  Senectute, 

De  Rubeola. 
jDe  Quarundam  Arteriarum  in  Corm 
\    pore  Humano  DistrihUione. 

De  Natura  j^quie^ 

From  Scotland* 

De  Erydpelate. 
De  Dt/senteria. 
De  jipoplexia  Sanguinea. 
De  Pneumonia* 
De  HepaUtide, 

De  Um  et  Effectibus  Arsenici. 
De  Dysenteria, 
De  Angina  Pectoris. 
De  Genere  Mucoso. 
{De  Utilitate  Morborum  Naturam  Co^ 
\     daveribus  Sectis  explorandu 
De  liydrotkorace. 
De  Dyspepsia. 
De  Angina  Pectoris^ 

'   Prom  Jamaica. 
De  Idero. 

From  Bmzmudas, 

De  Vestitu  Lanecf* 

From  St  Croix. 
De  Rubeola. 
De  Hydrophobia^ 

From  East  Indiss. 

De  Pkihisi  Pulmonali* 
De  Inflammaiione* 

From  Madeira. 


De  CceU  Effbctu  in  Genus  Humanum^ 

And|  on  the  12th  of  September,  the  s«n^  bcmour  was  con«<^ 
ferred  on  the  following  Gentlemen. 

From  England. 

De  Febre  Valacriend^ 
De  Scarlatina. 

From  IrsIand. 

De  Hepate  et  BUis  Secretione. 

De  Typho  Icterode. 

De  Apoplexia. 

D^  Phthisi  PulmonalL- 


John  Pickering, 
John  Wardelly 

Richard  Grattan, 
John  Morrison, 
Hubert  Prendergast, 
Witlkm  Young, 
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From  SooTiAND* 
Alexander  AitkeBf  De  Typho  Grauore. 

William  Bowie,  De  Asthmate. 

Robert  Renwick,  De  Hydrothorace. 

Richard  Siftnoty  De  Chorea, 

George  Waddel,  De  Febre  Imtermittente. 

From  St  Croix, 

John  Leslie  Hunt,  {^^£^X'^""'^*  *'  fr**«t««  de 

From  Bkjtzji,. 
Marciano  Pereira  Ribeiro,         5  ^tH^'ZZT^'^'" ^^"^* 

Queries  in  regard4oihe  comparative  QuafOiiiesqf  Nouridtment  tijlford^ 

ed  hy  dj^trent  Substances* 

The  fbflowing  queries,  which  have  a  reference  to  a  scale  of  nutri- 
ment, contained  in  a  communication  presented  by  Mr  Pitt  of  Bir-* 
naingham  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture^  were  transmitted  by  the  Right 
Honourable  President,  U>  the  Editor,  who  hopes,  by  inserting  titem 
in  this  Journal,  to  procure  the  important  object  to  which  they  are 
direeted. 

It  would  be  very  desirable  to  form  some  idea  of  the  relative  value 
<if  the  various  articles  of  human  food,  produced  from  arable  and  grass 
lands,  iii  point  of  nutriment,  making  good  wheaten  bread  the  stand* 
ard,  and  dividing  it  into  a  hundred  parts,  the  scale  to  be  both  up* 
wards  and  downwards;  and  for  that  purpose  to  procure  as  satisfac^ 
tory  answers  as  possible,  to  the  foUowmg  queries* 

1.  What  is  the  difference,  in  point  of  nutriment,  between  a  pound 
of  good  wheaten  bread,  and  a  pound  of  average  beef— pork — mut- 
ton— ^veal  ? 

2.  Is  it  a  fair  calculation,  that  one  pound  of  good  butcher  meat,  is, 
on  an  average,  equal  to  two  pounds  a£  good  wheaten  bread  ? 

3.  Do  you  think  that  two  pounds  of  fresh  miik  are  equal,  as  food 
for  man,  to  one  pound  of  wheaten  bread  ? 

4.  Is  cheese  of  good  quality  equal,  in  point  o£  nutriment,  to  but« 
eher  meat  ? 

5.  Is  butter  twice  as  nutritive  as  meat  ? 

6.  When  wheat  weighs  60  lib.  per  bushel,  does  it  produce  onljr 
48  lib.  of  flour,  and  12  lib.  of  bran  and  pollard ;  and  wHI  the  4S^lib. 
of  flour,  when  baked,  produce  60  lib.  of  bread  ? 

7.  Is  one  pound  of  good  ale  equal  in  nourisiiment  to  ludf  a  pound 
of  bread  ? 

8.  What  18  the  difference  between  barley  and  wheat,  in  point  of 
hutriment  ? 

9.  Wlrat  between  wheat  and  oats  ? 

10.  What  is  the  difference,  in  point  of  nutriment,  between  wheatett 
fionr,  and  pease  meal,  or  bean  meal  ? 

11.  Is  the  calculation  ri^t,  that  5^  lib.  of  potatoes  is  equal  to  f 
tft.ofbve^^ 


Letter  Jrom  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  Jork  Sinclair,  Bart,  to  the  Presi^ 
dent  of  the  Coliege  of  Physicians  at  Edinburgh^  on*  the  Remedy  lately 
discovered  for  Calculous  Complaints, 

SIR, — I  am  persuaded  that  you  will  concur  with  me  ib  ofiioion, 
that  there  are  bo  complainta,  incident  to  mankind,  fi>r  which  it  » ' 
more  desirable  to  discover  a  care^  or  even  a  safe  and  effectual  meana 
of  preventing,  than  those  of  a  calculous  nature.  The  miseries  fc^S^ 
by  those  who  are  afflicted  with  the  ^one  or  gravel,  are  dreadful  be- 
yond description ;  and  any  cure  effected' by  surgical  operation  is  noft 
only  of  a  nature  peeuHaiiy  severey  and  oflep  &ta}>  but  does  not  al« 
ways  prevent  a  repetition  of  the  copnplaint.  It  is  with  much  plea- 
sure, therefore,  that  I  call  the  attention  of  the  respectable  Body  over 
whom  y6u  preside,  to  the  means  which  have  been  recently  diseovero' 
ed,  by  which  calculous  complaints  may,  ^here  is  every  reason  to  hope, 
Ue  preveoted  from  proving,  in  future,  sq  forpa^jbblQ  a  source  of  hu« 
loan  misery. 

Th^  paper,  printed  in  the  Philosophical  Tranftactions,  An.  ISiO^ 
ep titled,  *^  Observations  on  the  Effects  of  Magoeaia  \xk.  preT^itaig  am 
iucreased  formation  of  ttie  Uric  Acid,  ^  wrHtQQ  by  ^  William  T* 
Brande,  is  the  first  suggestion,  so  far  as  my  information  reach^  tb«C 
has  been  published,  recommending  magnesia  as  an  antidote  to  the 
formation  of  Uone  or  gravel. 

The  inquiries  of  that  eminent  surgeon,  Mr  Homo»  into  the  funcs 
tions  of  the  stomach,  and  his  discovery  that  liquida  pass  frcnn  the 
cardiac  portion,  iiil;p  the  circulation  c^  th^  blood,  (Philosi^ieaL 
Transactions,  April  1808),  led  him  to  consider,  that  the  generality 
of  calculous  complaints  miglu  possibly  b^  prevented,  by  introductag 
into  the  stomach,-  such  substances  as  ^re  capsule  of  preventing  the 
formation  of  uric  i^cid  ;  and  that  this  mo4e  of  treatment  would  hare 
many  advantages  over  the  usual  method,  which  consists  in  attempt-* 
ing  to  dissolve  the  uric  acid  after  it  is  formed* 

He  consulted,  it  would  appear,  Mr  Hat^hett,  on  the  substance 
ipost  likely  to  produce  this  effect ;  and  thi^t  respectable  chemist  con- 
curred with  him  in  opinion,  that  magnesia,  from  its  insolubility  ii» 
water,  was  peculiarly  well  adapted  for  the  purpose,  as  it  woudd  re« 
main  in  the  stomach,  until  it  should  combine  with  any  acid»  or  bu 
carried  along  with  the  food' to  the  pylorus. 

^  These  gentlemen,  anxious  to  have  a  complete  bvestigatioo  of  a 
subject  so  peculiarly  interesting,  requested  Mr  Brande  to  assist  themf. 
in  the  prosecution  of  it ;  and  many  opportunities  having  occurred  of 
carrying  on  the  inquiry,  during  an  attendance  on  patients  afflicted 
with  calculous  complaints,  the  results  of  their  joint  labours  were 
communicated  to  the  Royal  Society  in  tlie  important  paper  I  have 
Alluded  to,  which  is  earnestly  recommended  to  the  consideration  ot 
^  every  medical  person,  who  may  have  patients  afflicted  with  such 
Complaints  under  his  care. 

As  calculous  matters  are  not  uniformly  of  the  ^ame  descriptioDf 
it  is  certainly  desirable  to  ascertain,  by  the  assistance  of  some  medi« 
ttk  person^  the  specific  nature  of  the  complaint  with  w^icb  any  iodi*' 
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iridual  Js  'afflicted ;  but  being  anxious  that  those  wdo  are  at  a  dis- 
tance firom  medical  aid,  or  who  cannot  perhaps. afford  to  procure  it»' 
should  be  able  to  avail  themselves  of  this  new  discovery,  I  took  the 
liberty  of  applying  to  Mr  Branc(e  for  a  shbrt  statement  of  the  man- 
tier  in  which  th^  remedy  ought  in  general  to  be  applied ;  and  he^ 
with  that  liberality  which  belongs  to  true  genius,  ha^  furnished  me 
with  the  following  particulars. 

**  The  best  method  of  giving;  th^  magnesia  i^  in  plain  water,  or  ^ 

milk,  to  be  taken  in  the  monung  e^ly*  and  at  mid-day.  If  the 
stomach  is  weak,  and  this  produces  flatulency,  or  uneasy,  sensaticms, 
some  common  bitter,  such  as  gentian,  may  be  taken  with  it :— if  it 
purges,  a  little  opium  may  be  added.'  ^ 

^^  Tlie  mode  in  which  magnesia  operates  in  preventing  the  forma- 
tion of  stone  or  gravel,  Mr  Brande  believes  to  be,  by  preventing  the 
formation  of  acid  in  the  stomach.  ,  , 

"  Where  there  is  A  stone  actilally  formed  in  the  bladder^  it  is  of 
advantage,  (if  the  case  is  a  proper  one  for  the  use  of  magnesia),  by 
preventing  the  increasing  in  size. 
'  **  The  dose  of  magnesia  must  entirely  dep^d  upon  the  circum- 
stances of  its  csLse^-^generalh/i  five  grains,'  twice  or  thrice  a  day,  to 
children  below  ten  years  of  age;  fifteen  and  twenty  grains  to  adults. 

"  Mr  Brande  has  always  given  common  magnesia.  The  calcin- 
ed may  occasionally  be  used  with  advantage.  Any  omission  of  the 
remedy  for  a  time  must  entirely  depend  on  the  ^tate  of  the  patient. 

"  In  regard  to  diet,  no  particular  regimen  is  necessary.  Animal 
food  may  be  taken  in  the  same  quantities,  and  of  the  salne  sorts  as 
usual.  The  patient  ^oijild  avo^d  strong  wines,  such  as  Port  and 
Madeira,  and  indeed  should  abstain  from  pure  wine  altogether. 
Spirits  should  not  be  taken  in  any  form.  Lemons  and  vinegar  need 
not  be  absolutely  avoided,  unless  the  bowels  .are  too  open.  Oranges 
and  other  fruits,  when  ripe,  may  be  taken.  "  \ 

There,  is  6very  reason  to  hop6,  from  the  success  that  has  already 
attended  the  application  of  this  remedy  in  various  cases,  that  it  may. 
prove  an  effectual  means  of  preventing  the  greatest  proportion  of 
calculous  complaints  f  and  it  is  impossible  to  foresee,  to  what  a  state^ 
of  improvement  it  may  yet  be  brought,  in  the  course  of  further  ex- 
perience, when  the  attention  of  a  number  of  able  and  learned  men 
(as  I  trust  will  be  the  case)  is  directed  to  its  application. 

Perhaps  there  is  no  disorder  to  which  mankind  is  liable,  for  which' 
nature  has  not  provided  some  remedy,  or  at  least  some  means  of  al-.* 
leviation,  though,  in  both  respects,  much  remains  to  be  learnt ;  and 
any  discovery  that  can  be  serviceable  in  calculous  complaints,'  from 
the  infinite  distress  they  occasion,  must  prove,  in  a'  peculiar  manner,' 

f  ratifying  to  every  real  friend  to  the  happiness  of  th6  human  race. — .* 
have  the  honour  to  bfe.  Sir,- 

Your  hun^ble  and  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  SINCLAIR.' 

^.  Old  Burlington  Street,  7lh  May,  1812; 


JSP*  London^  Lectures*  Oct*  \XVi» 

St  G£OBob*s-  HospiTALi  and  Or  eat  George  Street  Haruroer 
Square^ — In  the  first  week  of  October  w^  commence  a  course  of 
Lectures  on,  tke  Practice  of  Physic,  ^therapeutics,  andGhemistry, 
IB  the  Lecture  Room,  No/9,  Ghreat  George  Street,  Hanov6r 
Square  (remov^  from  Leicester  Square),  at  the  usual  morning 
boars,  vie.  The  medical  lectures  at  eight,  and  the  chemical  at  a 
quarter  after  nine  o'clock  ;  by  George' Pearson,  M.  D.  F.  R,  S^ 
t^oior  phyaidbp^  of  St  George's  Hospital,  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Physicians^  &c.  A  register  is  kept  of  Dr  Pearson's  Cases  wt 
St  George's  Hospital^  ana  an  account  is  given  of  them  every 
Saturday  morning,  at  a  cHnical  lecture,  at  nine  o'clock. 

London  Hospital. 
Dr  Buxton's  autumnal  course  of  Lectures  on^the  Practice  of 
Medicine,  wil]  be  cominenced  on  Thursday  mi^ning,  1st  Octo- 
ber, at  11  o'clock. 

Dr  Clou&h  will  commence,  early  19  October  pext,  his  An- 
tiimnal  Course  of  Irectures  on  the  $pienee  of  Midwifery,  includ- 
ing the  Disei^s  of  Wopis^n  wd  IiifantS)  at  bis  bouse,  No»  68» 
Bond  Street,  London.  St^dente  who  are  properljr  qualified^ 
wUl  be  amply  provided  with  cases  to  atteuid^  in  rotation,  which- 
are  governed  bv  the  number  of  Patients  admitted  to  his  Instita* 
tibn.  Their  vieva  also  wilt  be  greatly  forwarded  by.  Weekly 
i^aminationa  ef  the  preceding  Lc^ttn'es^  timely  notice  of  wbtcfr 
1^  be  givai  in  most  of  the  Morning  and  Evening  P^pera^ 

DrMERRiMAN,  Physi<?ian- Accoucheur  to  the  Middlesex  Hos- 
pital, and  the  Westmjkister  Gteneral  Dispensary,  will  begin  a 
Course  of  Lectures  on  the  Theory  and  Practice  bf  Midwifery, 
and  tibe  Dii^eases  of  Women  and  Children,  on  Monday,  Octo- 
ber i2th^  at  the  Middlesex  HospitaL 

The  Boya)  College  of  Surgeons  in  London  have  adjudged  the 
Jacksonian  Prize  for  the  year  181 1,  to  Mr  Joseph  Hodgson  of 
BucklersburV)  London,  for  his  Dissertation  on  the  Diseases  of 
Arteries  and  Veins,  comprising  the  Treatment  of  Aneunsms  and 
Wounded  Arteries* 


CommuDications  from  Mr  Food  and  Mr  Pring,  and  an  anonymous  one  from 
Paislej,  were  received  too  late  for  insertion  in  the  present  Number;  also  * 
Letter  from  Mr  WUkin^  ef  Ferrybridge,  to  whoia  the  Editors  Fetum  iheii^ 
thanks  for  his  admonitions* 


*«*  Communications  maybe  addressed  to  the  Editors,  to  the  care,  of  Messrs. 
CovsTABLB  &  Co,  Edinburgh ;  Messrs  LokomaMi  Hvr^t,  Rees,  0&ms&  Browv^ 
ILondon ;  and  Gilbert  &  Hodges,  Dublin. 


Sih  XXXI IL  "will  bepublkhed  on  the  Ut  of  JiaTUtarif.  181^ 
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